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Flight ops
suspended at
Imphal airport

IMPHAL, Oct 6: Flight
operations were temporari-
ly suspended at the Imphal
airport in Manipur on Mon-
day afternoon after a drone
was sighted, raising security
concerns, officials said.

An IndiGo flight from Agar-
tala to Imphal reported the
drone around 2 pm on its final
approach path from the city
side, at an altitude between
3,600 and 4,000 feet, they said.

Flight operations at the air-
port were temporarily sus-
pended as a precautionary
safety measure. “Normal
operations resumed only af-
ter necessary security clear-
ance was obtained from the
state police,” an official said.

In a statement, the airport
authorities urged the people
not to operate drones in the
airport vicinity. — PTI
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Navi Mumbai and Jewar airports are
growth runways for aviation sector: Min

TAKING OFF. Union Minister Ram Mohan Naidu added that the Centre plans to develop 350 airports across the country by 2047

—
Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

The upcoming mega airport
projects at Navi Mumbai and
Jewar (Noida International
Airport) will enhance con-
nectivity amd drive the
growth of India's aviation
sector, said Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu.

Speaking to businessline,
Naidu said thar the Navi
Mumbai Airport, followed by
NIA, will mark a new growth
trend in India, where mega-
cities will be served by the
two airports.

“Mumbai will become the
first megacity in India to op-

érate on A  twin-girport
model,” he said.

“Aviation growth has been
restrained due to capacity
constraints in  megacities
such as Mumbai, The com-
missioning of NMIA, fol-
lowed by Jewar, will ease this
bottleneck and usher in en-
hanced connectivity and
growth," Naiduadded.

The mega infrastructure
project will be insugurated
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on October B,

PASSENGER HANDLING
Notably, NMIA will comple-
ment  Chhatrapati  Shivaji
Maharaj International Air-
port (CSMIA), starting with
u capacity of 20 million pas-
sengers per annum (MPPA),
and eventually scaling up to
%0 MPFA.

Together, the dual-airport
system will raise the overall
passenger capacity of the

Unian Civil Aviation Minister Ram Maohan Naidu ssuress

Mumbai Metropolitan  Re-
gion (MMR) to over 155
MPPA,

The Minister said thar, as
per current timelines, the Je-
war airport’s construction

phase is expected to be com-
pleted by October-end,
“After the construction
phase, regulatory testing and
trials will take place before li-
censing 15 completed,”
Naidu said, adding that the
airport is expected to be op-
erational by year-end.

MORE AIRPORTS
The Minister also stated that
the Centre plans to developa
total of 350 airports across

the country by 2047,
In the past 11 vears, India
has more than doubled its
irport count from 74 to 163,
usinessline was the first to
report that the Centre has
exceeded its five-year airport
infrastructure  investment
target by 105 per cent, with
96,843 crore in capital ex-
penditure against a projec-
ted 91,637 crore during

FY19-20 10 FY24-25.
*We are working on a hol-

istic plan to develop the next
generation of airports in the
country,” he said.

“Under this initiative, we
will focus on the needs of

passengers and the kind of
connectivity  (flights  per
week) we expect.”

According to the minister,
under this plan, the Centre
will classify airports into
three distinet categories
such as ‘mega, medium, and
small’,

“These categories will
define what facilities and
conveniences travellers
should expect at each n-pe Df
airport. Our ultimate
to provide affordable ? cilit-
ies like “Udan Yatri Cafe’ and
dipital facilities like Di-
giYarra at all the airports in
the country,” he said.

“Each airport category

will have different technical
specifications to keep costs
low while maintaining safety
as the top priority.”

At present, airports in In-
dia are categorised as major
and non-major,

The major airports have
the distinction of handling
over 3.5 million passengers
annually, whereas non-major
airports serve fewer than 3.5
million passengers each year.

“The creation of hubs re-
quires strong backend integ-
ration with airports in tier-1
and tier-11 cities,” he said.

Muost airports cannot have
direct intermational con-
nectivity, so the concept of
hub airports is very import-
ant for India," he added.

A hub airport synergises
both domestic and interna-
tonal operations, cnabling
jpassengers o transit
between them seamlessly.

HUB AIRPORTS Additionally, the hub re-
Addivionally, Naidu said that  quires  well-synchronised
the initiative will lead tobet-  flight connectivity to re

ter coordination between re-
gional and hub airports, and
vice versa.

gional airports, as well as
strong metre, road, and high-
way links,

Navi Mumbai airport gears up for mauguratmn

With anart wall, Mumbai's second
terminal has sarned itsell the tag of a
museum at an alrport. The Mavi Mumbai
alrpart will display digital screens that
will showcase India’s art, craft, and
culture, The airport will have a digital art
programme and will serve as a platform
for emerging artists, as well as for content
collaboration. Flight operations will begin
in December, with both domestic and
international operations from day one
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F&B and retail

o Artisanal tea concept, casual
dining, food hall with Indian
and international cuisines

o 1,800 sq m of duty-free area

o Retail space will cover

© Immersive experience Iones

 Accommodation &
entertainment

© Dedicated kids' play zones

@ Immersive digital tunnels with
Interactive screens and Kinetic
installations showeasing the
heritage of Maharashtra

0 B0-room transit hotel

© Loungeswith a capacity of
500 passenpgers

- Aviation contribures 8536 billion
to India’s economy and supports

7.7 milliom jobs. Navi Mumbai airport
will casc capacity constraintsin the
Mumbai region, strengthen connectivity,
and bring preater econamic and social
benefits to the Indian coonomy
SHELDON HEE

Imternatiomal Alr Tramsport Association
Vice-President, Atia Pacific region

Compiled by Aneesh Phadnis
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Heavy vehicle ban
to ease new airport
inauguration

Raina Assainar
N | MUMEAL

Movement of heavy and
multi-axle goods vehicles has
been prohibited across Navi
Mumbai on October 8in view
of the inauguration of the Navi
Mumbai Inter national
Airport (NMIA) by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. The
restriction will remain in
effect between 6am and
10pm, according to an official
noti fication issued by the Navi
Mum bai traffic department.

The ban covers the entry
movement, and parking of all
tvpes of heavy vehicles within
the Navi Mumbai Police
Commissicnerate limits to
prevent traffic  congestion
during the high-profile event,
which is expected to draw
several VIPs, VVIPs, and large
crowds,

“To ensure smooth traffic

movement and avoid conges-
tion during the inauguration
ceremony, all heavy goods
vehicles are prohibited from
entering or passing through
Navi Mumbai on October 8
said Deputy Commissioner of

Police  (traffic)  Tirupati
Kakade, who issued the notifi-
caton

Kakade added that the
restrictions will not apply to
essential and emergency ser-
vice vehicles such as police
vehicles, fire brigades, ambu-
lances, government vehicles,
passenger transport buses,
and wehicles related to the
inauguration ceremaony

The traffic department has
also announced detailed road
regulations, parking, and
security measures for the day
and appealed to citizens and
transport operators to coop-
erate to ensure the event pro-
ceeds smoothly
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PM arrives in
Mumbai today:
Navi Mumbai
Airport, Metro
inauguration to
meeting Starmer

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 7

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi will arrive in Mumbai on
Wednesday on a two-day visit
that will cover inauguration of
infrastrudure projects to fintech
to diplomacy. While he will in-
augurate two major infrastruc-
ture projects —the NaviMumbai
International Airport and Phase
2B of the fully underground
Mumbai Metro Line-3 connect-
ing South Mumbai on
Wednesday, the PM will attend
the Global Fintech Fest at BKC
with British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer on Thursday.

At Navi Mumbai, PM Modi
willundertake awalkthrough of
the newly built Navi Mumbai
International Airport {NMIA) at
3 pm. Around 3.30 he will inau-
gurate the NMIAand alsolaunch
and dedicate various projectsin
Mumbai, including the final
phase of MetroLine-3.

According to a PMO release,
“On Thursday (October 9) PM
will host Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom Keir Starmer in
Mumbai at 10 am. Around 1:40
pm, PMs of both countries will
attend the CEOQ Forum at Jio
World Centre, Mumbai.
Thereafter, around 2:45 pm,
both of them will attend the 6th
editionof the Global Fintech Fest
They will also deliver keynote
addresses at the fest.”

PM Modi's two-day visit to
Mumbai and neighbouring Navi
Mumbai assumes greater signif-
icance as it marks the Centre-
state commitment to Mumbai's
makeover and it also comes
ahead of the crucialelections for
the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC), the coun-
try's largest civic body,

During his visit, Modiwillalso
launch *Mumbai One" —an inte-
grated common mobilityapp for
11 public transport operators
(PTO) across Metro, Monorail,
suburbanrailways and bus oper-
ators. The PM will also inaugu-
rate the Short-Term
Employability Programme
(STEP), a pioneering initiative by
the Department of Skill,
Employment, Entrepreneurship,
and Innovation in Maharashtra.
The programme will be rolled
out across 400 government [Tls
and 150 government technical
high schools, marking a major
step in aligning skill develop-
ment with industry require-
ments to enhance employability.
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HOW TO REACH THE NEW AIRPORT |- .
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NAINA AND NAVI MUMBAI INTERNATIONAL

Twin Engines Driving Navi
Mumbai’s Future Growth

# Mavi Mumba prepares to weloome the highly
A:r..la-ciplll.'d Movi Mumbui Internatiopal Adrport

MEIIAL, & parallel trandfarisslion i uidersay in
thye surrounding region lmown as KATHA - the Noa Mum
b Adrpert InfBnence Notdied Arva. These twn meome-
inaivlal projects wi doeply Dntertwsned, with theis growtl
trmpectories closely hnked, promiung to reshape the o

cuspromnmic landveaps of Nov) Muambai asl e
grenter Mumbal Metropalitan Region (MMA)

Together, Kavi Mumbai Internatonal Airport
amil MATHA &re sail bn fowrile the fatirs af Wasd
Mumibal=pcresting 4 dymamic, ecopomicslly
wibroml, amd sustrimshle urban reglon. The e
purt brings gokal conpectivity, while NAINA
provides the physical and social Infrastrocture
necessary for growth, making their interdepen-
et Vi Foisnelaliog fos Mumbal's et chapler
ool expasshan

MalMa; & Planned City for the Alnport’s In-
fluence Zone

Spannng approximstely 125 smare dlomeiers
comprizing ¥4 willsges, NAINA was comoivm] by
CIOC0 b ke 5 sustninabde, planmed urban devel
opment ammed al sceommodating the spllover of
pepnilation and eremomic actdbies frem Mismbai
e Mo BMlimibal, [Ueovirs it of Movi Mkl
Pamyel, Uran, and adjpcent tahidos, ermisioning a
ciky desigmed o fuster balapoed residential. com
mereial, snd industrisl growth

MAINAY master plan incorporates roboast dre-
wiructare, Integmbed transport petworks, green
sjnns, aid soncinic pss o coails & lweabli
miodern srham babe Cevimal 10 Ehis vision s the N
Mummbai Inbermational Asrporl. which anchor he
ot ke s delogrmisnl

HMIA: The Catalyst for MAINA'S Growth

Tha NMIA prowct, with i sspecbed aiial
passemger capacity exceeding 90 Milkion by 2037
s sel fo alleviabe congestion st Mambes s existing
aleport sl emerge as o major ovisthan snid cas
go bub, Iis sivategic location is Uhwe—withan ths
Fwart ol the MATNA region—positiony it s he primary cal-
alyst for monnmic dynatsiam in e ares

By providing world-cless mir connectivity, NMIA 15 ot
ftracting drveree indusines, ncluding egisties. manafac-
Ruring, 1T dervices, o seport odented unils, of] veger s
capitalige om iwnproveil acess to glokal markets
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Navi Mumbai International
Airport to Open New
Horizons for Job Creation

Thr new alrporl |s being hadled
not only as an svinbion mile-
stone bat also as 3 major gen-
erutor of employment i the Mambal
MMetropolitan Region, With operations
expected to scale ap in phases, Ui aiz-
port 1s hkely to transform Navid Mum-
bai and its surreunding oTeas into o
busiling hub of oppartunity

Direct Jobs at the Alrport

MNMMIA will directly employ thousands
of puople across operathons, manage-
ment, and passenger services. From
ground staff. air traffic controllers,
ha,:;mmn bandlers, and mantennnee
crews o security, fire and rescue ser-
vices, and administrative teams, the
atrport will become o large workplsce
in itself Retnil shops, food cowrts,
lounges, and airpart hotels are expect-

od o employ even more. Once fully

operalional, the adirport could provide
over appx. 60000 direct jobs within
ite promises by 2037

Indirect Jobs Through Supporting Indus-
tries

Beyond the terminals and ranways, amuch wid-
er netwark of jobs will be ereated in industriss
that support airport functioning Constroction
warkers, logistics operntors, carge handlers,
catering supphiers, and 1T professionals are al-
ready finding opportunities through the devel-
opmen! phase Warehousing, cold chain, and
fredight Forwarding facilities linked to NMIAS
cargo operations are set to generate thousands
of additional roles in the logistics soctor.

Induced Jobs Boosting the Local Econ-
amy

The ripple effect of NMLA will be felt acrodd
Novi Mumbai and Raigsd. With more passen-
gers and businesses coming in, there will be a
surge in demand for hotels, restaurants, ks,
retail ontlets, and real estabte developments,
Service industries ranging from housekeeping
o entertainment will bemefit, cresting what
economists call “induced employment™ — jobs
born out of increased spending and activity
the region
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Navi Mumbai Airport Set to Redraw
Real Estate Map of the Region: From
Satellite City to Global City

avi Mumbai Airport Set to Redraw
N Feal Estate Map of the Reglon: From
Satellite City to Global City Navi
Mumbal, omee etrvisioned as o sabellite exten-
sion of Muombai, ts now poised to stund on ks
own is & glohal economie and resldentis] hub
The MNavi Mumbal Internalional Atrport
will not only ease congestion at Mumbai's
main adrport but alse anchor o new era of
balnnced urbon ﬂm~'|n|:|1'|1en1. modem infra
structure, and world-class real estate growth
With CIDCOD's master ]:I'.u.qn;nl'_ fovern-
ment backing, and private sector participa
tion, thie clty is ready for tale-off — and il
real estate market is alresdy sopring
Mavi Mumbal International  Abpori
[(NMIA), the cty's skyline 15 changing at an
unprecedented pace Wiat was once o clus
ter of planned residential nodes is fast evaly-
ing intoa ghobal business district, poweresd by

world-class infrastructure, spooming met
roF, and o surge in private imvestments

The airport, loeated at Ulwe in Pamwvel
i not fust reshaping air connectivity = it is
ransforming the real estate geography of
Novi Mumbad, briggering a wave of develop
mamt that extends from Belapur snd Khar-
ghar to Ulwe, Dronagicl and Tabaja

A Now Growth Engine for
Maharashira's Real Estate
For decsdes, Mumbai's property market has
been saturaled — high prices, limited Land
and congestion, The Navi Mumbad siorport is
reversing that trend by creating new, alford-
able and well-connect ed urban frontiere
Renl estate analysis predict thsl property
values in nodes near the airport could rise by
significantly over the next five yoars as infra-
structure projects resch completion and pas-
senger operations begin

Hotspots of Growth: From Kharghar to
Dronagici

uUhwa & Dronagir — The Alrport Corae
Zone
Thet areas directly sidjoining NMIA — Ulwe,
Pushpalk Nagar, and Dhonagini — are sesing the
shanrpest spike in dermusd, CIDOON posh for res-
idential, commerdial, mnd hospatality projects in
thisss pones hasled toa canstruetion surge
Developers are markeling projects as “ai-
pori-view™ or “scrocity- linked” propertics, and
Lard rates in Uhvwee have triphed since 2018,
CIDCOYs upeominy Acrociky —near NMIA
—will house premium ofices, hotels, exhilsi-
tion centers, retail, and Jogistics huba This
will transform Ubwe from a quiet suburb into
a vibrant 24x7 commeteinl distriet an par
with BRC

Kharghar & Belapur — From Residen-
tial to Corporate Hubs
Kharghar, mown lor its planned resldential
Layout, is emerging as the next corporate and
education huk. The upcoming Inlemation-
al Edueation City and Medtcal City planned
by the Governmant of Maharashtra are ox-
pecied 1o atiract global universites and
healtheore institutions

Belapur, the administrative heart af Nova
Mumbai, is likely to become the new CED
once metto and rosd connectivity link i
seamlesshy with NMIA

Taloja & Kalampoll — The Industrial-Lo-
gistics Corridor

Locaizd .|luL|g the JNPA-NMIA corridor, Ta-
loja and Kalambali are poised to benefit from
imbegrated freight and logistics parks. With
expresssway access and melmo connectidby
planned by CIDCO, these nodes are attract-

Commercial Real Estate:
The Aerocity Effect

The NMIA Aerocity — being developed as Maharash-
tra’s next hig business address — will feature:

= Grade-A office towers and co-worlang spaces,

* Sestar hotels, convention centres, and retail promensdes

= MRO sind sviation-linked industries, and

* Integrated logistics and cargo hubs linked to JNPA port
Beal estabe experts compare the Aevecity project to

Delhi’s GMR Aerocity near 1GI Alrport, which became a

high-value business pooe within five years ol operation
This development is expected to pull corporale tenasts

from congested Mumbai, meking Novi Mumba » pre

ferred commercial destinastion

g warchousing, indastrial, and affordable housing proj-
eets — erucial for the workdng papulation that will serve the
airpart ::ul!.ﬁ.uru:ily
Property buyers who once hesitaied to move scross the
now soe Mavi Mumbai as an equally premium, bet-
ter-planmead altornative to Mombai [€snd I'.'f:l:lt'

Middle-Class and Upper-Middie-Class Buyers Lead-
Ing the Surge

Renowned developers are coming with projects which
feature smeart homes, integrated townships, and greon-cer-
e |."n.|1H|.|:|g,.|_ ap|:|=:||.l1|g L] p:rl:ll'rsnnlmh anid voung [aimi-
hes priced out of Mumbai

Affordable Housing Still Within Reach

While premium prices are climbing near Ulwe, several
nodes like Teloja Phase 11, Dronagirt, and Kamothe contin-
ne tooffor affordable options for first-timo buyers. CIDCO's
housing schemes and Pradhan Mantri Awis Yojuna projects
are helping balanee marke! affordability with growth
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Vijay Singhal, 1A%
Wice: Chalrmian & Managn De oo

CIDCO: The Force Behind
Maharashtra’s Mega Transformations

velopment revolution stands a
guiet but formidable agency — the
City and Tndustrial Dyvelopment Cor-
poratbon (CIDCO). Ower the past five
decades, CIDCO has evolved from a
planning authority into a master build
er of modern Maharashira, deliver-
ing transformalional projecis like the
Novn Mumbn Internatwons] Atrport
{RIMLA), the Navi Mumbai Airport In-
NMuence Notifled Area (NAINA), and
nimerons urban infrastructure mar-
vels that lave mide the state a national
maodel for planned development.
Today, CIDCO isn’t just constricting
budldings — it's laying the foundation
for sustainabie urban futures, econom-
fe corridors, and smort cities that will
define Maharashira's progross for de
cades o come,

I n the heart of Maharashira de-

With the wpeoming WMIA opera-
tonal phase, the expanston of NAINA,
and new initiatiees like Medical ciby,
Eduestion eity, Loglsties park, Avroc-
ity International corporaie  parie
CIDCO s now stepping into its role as
a future city maker — not just for Navi
Mumbai, bul for all of Maharashica

CIDCO's wision aligns with the
broader goals of Mumbai 30 — lo de-
centralize growth from the island city,
creale new economic centers, and de-
welop sustainoble urban ecosystems
across the region

NMIA: India's Next World-Class
Aviation Gateway

CIDCO's crown jewel is undoubiedly
the Navi Mumbai International Adr-
port {NMIA) o Qtﬁldbﬂ erore prujncl.
that, onee completed, will be among

the largest greenficld airports in the

waorld. CIDCO played a central role n

* Land acquisition and rehabilitation
of ever 3,500 project-alfected fami-
lies through one of Tndia's most ssc-
cessful resettlement models

« Desigrbng and overseaing supporting
infrastructure including the Ulwe
Coasinl Rond, MTHL conneclors, and
metre links to the mrport.

* Acting as tho nodal agency to coordi-
mate with nalional and internalional
staleholders including Adani Alr-
porta, DOCA. MoCA, and AAT

CIDCO's execution strategy for

WMIA has earned praise for its speed,

seale, and commitment (o sustainabil-

ity — enauring the airport becomes not
fust a ransit hub, but & regonol eco-
nomic ongine

NAINA: Maharashtra’s Smart
Growth Corridor
To harness the growth potential of the
alrport and  expand Navi  Minmbais
foolprint in a structured way, CIDCO
lnurychhed NAIMA (MNavi Musmbai Asrport
Inflsnee Notified Area). Spread across
1500 square kilmneters, MATNA @& envi-
saoned as Tndia’s largest planned urban
womwe, accommmodatmg
+ Bmart residential townships
» Industrial and logistics parks
* Enowledpe and education hubs
» Green and recreatbona] sones
CIDCO has prepared 1] detailed de
velopment plans (DPs) under MAINA
anul s already started infrastructural
warks in several nedes. 'With NMIA as
the anchor, NAINA is expected to sup
port over 20 lakh residents and 3 lakh
Jobs i the next two decades.

Drivimg Economic and Social

Transformation

CINCD's projects aren't just about

conereld and steel — they are ereating

economic lifelines and social empow-
erment platforms:

« CIDCO's fvvestment in muliimodal
conmnectivity — hl.pjmm.}:;. rail, metro,
sen links — is making Navi Muwmbai
and the surroundimg regions attrac-
tive for industries, fnvestors. and
flohal companies.

* Through its land menetization and
town planning strategies, CIDCO has
raised resources efficiontly without
overburdening the public exchequer.

* By emphasizing inclusive develogp
ment, CIDCD has ensured that proj-
ecl-affected persons and weaker sec-
tions are mbegrated into the growth
narralive.
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“Maha Mumbai”
Going to be a

global aviation hub

Mavi Mumbai is on the cusp of a historic transformation. Navi
Mumbai International Airport (NMIA) once fully functional,
the region is sel to emerge as India’s first true acrotropolis =
a self-sustained ecosystem of education, healtheare, logistics
corporate hubs, and world-class connectivity.

Global-Scale Hubs Around NMIA

1

L]

International Education City

A sprawlng campus cluster will host leading global
univershes, research Centers, and Innovaton hubs, posmioning
Navi MUmbai 85 4 magnet for international studeants and
Intellectual capital, The Eou City aims 1o nurture future-neady
skills whike attracting foregn collaborations in higher leaming

International Medical City

The proposed madical hub will bring together supar-specially
hospitals, medical resaarch Institutes, eotech |abs, and
wellness centers. Strategically |ocated near NMIA, the Medical
City is expected (o place Mawvi Mumbai on the world map for
medical tourism and advanced healthcare

3

Intermational Logistics Park

Leveraging its proxarmity 1o JNPA AUtROrty (Ingla’s lamnest
container port) and NMIA's state-of-the-art carpo faciities,
the LogIstics Park will serve is a gatesway for global trade and

E-commerce Warehousing, cold storage, ancd Integrated supphy

chains will make Nawvi Mumbai a logistics powerhouse

international Corporate Park

Designed an the ines of global financial districts, the
Corporate Park will offer Grade-A alfice spaces, T towars, and
headquarters for muitinational companies,. The project aims to
decentralize business growth from South Mumbal and foster a
new hub for corporate investments.

Mawt Mumbad Asrport to Offer Seambess Cab and Transit Acoess for Passengers

Navi Mumbai Imemational Airpor (NWLA) is Not just setting benchmarks in

i on and infrastructure, DU also In ensuring a seamiess, ech-enabled

ground transil axpar *ru_-' |JI millions of passangers As part of ils passange

In <t approach, NMWLA £ deploying an intégrated, digital-nendly cab and
TansSpOt System aimed at prove Du"" smooth last-mie o annectivty from the

airport to various parts of Murnbai, Navi Murnbai, and beyond. N'\* A a3Ims to

set a national benchmark for stress-free, accessible airport transit

= Dne-Tap Booking via NMIA Mobile App

= Green Mobllity and Local Cab Services

= Sacurity and Passanger Safety

= Adwanced Air Traffic and Flight Operations

» Digitally Enabled Airport Ecosystem
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Devenora Faossws,
Chief Minister

oday marks a historic milestone in Maha-
Tnuhtra.u development journey with the
{nauguration of the Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport. This landmark project stands
as a testament to our unwaverng commitment
to erealing world-clags infrastructire and real-
imng our viston of transforming Maharashira
into a global aviation and economic hub
With this inauguration. Mumbai becomes
India’s first metropolitan region to have two
full-fledged international airports — n rare dis-
tinction that underscores Maharashtra's lead-
ership in innovation, planning and execution

A Landmark Milestone
in Maharashtra’s
Journey to Global
Prominence

This achievement places Mumbai among a select
leagune of global cities such as London, New York,
and Tokyo, which operate successful multi-air-
port systems to meet the demands of modern
avintion and urban expansion This reflects our
state’s forward-loolong approach to connectivi-
ty, urban growth. and global competitiveness.
The Rovi Mumbai International Airport will
redefine air travel by decongesting the existing
Mumbai airport and offering state-of-the-art
{acilities to millions of passengers. Beyond en-
hanced connectivity, it will act as a powerful en-

gine of regional growth, generating thousands of

employment opportunities and dnving sustain-
able urban transformation scrods Maharashtrea,

I extend my heartfelt congratulations to all
stakeholders — government agencies private
pariners, and citizens — whose dedication and
collaborative spirit have made this ambitious
dreaim a reality

As we open the doors to this new gatewny of

progress, we reaffirm our commitment (o build-
ing a prosperous, globally connected Maharash-
tra. Our governmen! shall continue to add many
miore such feathers to the state'’s eap, reinforcing
Maharashtra's leadership m India's growth story.
Together, let us soar to new hetghts!

Maharashtra Opens a New
Chapter with Navi Mumbai
International Airport

he  insugu- .
ration of the
Nawvi Muom-

b International
Aitport marks a
pew orn of growth
and apportunity for
Maharashtra It is a
matter of Immense
pride that our state
continues to lead
Indins develop-

Eknath Shinde,
ment story through Depity Chief Minister

visionary  projects
that combine world-
class infrastracture with inclusive
Progress

This airpart is not just a symbaol
of engineering excellence — itisa
reflection of Maharashtra’s spirit
of determination and teamwork
It will bring together commini-
ties, conniect people (o possihili-
ties, and unlock vast potential for
trade, tourism_ logistice, and em-
ployment across the region

By easing congestion at the ex-
isting Mumbai airport and offering
state-of-the-art facilities, the Nawi

Mumbai Interna
tiomal Aurport will
ENsure smoother

connectivity and be
come a driving force
for balanced region-
al development. It
will transform Navi
Mumbai, Pammeel, and
surrounding  areas
into vibrant econom-
o gones, generating
thousands of lveli-
hoods and improving
quality of Life

I congratulate all the agencies,
planners, and workers whose re-
lentless efforts and dedication have
brought this vision to Life

This landmark project reaf-
firms our collective resolve to
build a strong, prosperous, and
globally connected Maharashtra
— a state thal continues Lo set new
benchmarks of progress for the
entire nation.

Together, let us embrace this
new chapter of development and

prospenty

Navi Mumbai International
Airport: Bridging Maharashtra
to Global Destinations

he inaugu-
ration of the
Navi Mumba

International  Air-
port marks a trans
formative momenl
in Muaharashira's
journey of growth
and modernization.
This  state-of-the-
art facility is not just
an infrastructure
achlevement but a
powerful catalyst for
economic expansion and regional
development. By easing the load
on Mumbai's existing airport, it
will ensure smoother air traffic
management while offering seam-
less global connectivity to busi-
nesses and travelers alike

This airport reflects Maharash-
tra's lorward-thinking approach to
development — combining tech-
nology, sustainability, and eco-
nomic opportunity. It will attract
global investors, strengthen trade
and logistica, and croate thousands
of direct and indirect employ-

Ajit Pawar,

Degury Cheel Minister

mint opporiunities,
particularly in and
around Nawvi Mum-
bai, Raigad, and the
extended metropaoli-
Lan region

The project also
demonstrates the
power of collabora-
tion and good gov-
ernance, showeasing
how wvisionary plan-
ming and coordinat-
ed execubion ecan
deliver world-class outcomes for
citizens

As this new gatewny to India
opens its doors, it will position
Maharashtra as a preforred desti-
nation for global enterprises and
tourists, reinforcing our status as
the growth engine of India

Let us topether embrace this
new era of connectivity, oppar-
tunity, and prosperity — as Ma-
harashtra continues to lead the
nation’s march toward a more
vibrant and globally an;:t titive
future
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idco 15 a nodal agency
appainted by Govern-
ment of Maharashtra
for development of
Navi Mumbai [nternational
Airport project Navi Mumbad
Internations! Amrport Private
Limited (NMIAL) is a special
purpose wehicle established
for the development, construc-
tion, operation, and mainte
nance of the greenfield inter

national airport project at Navi
Mumbai, Maharashira NMIAL
is i Public Private Partnership
(PPP) between Mumbai In-
ternational Alrport Limited
{MIAL}, a subsidiary of Adani
Airports Holdings Limited
(AAHL), which holds the ma-
jority stake of 74 percent, while
the City and Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation of Ma-
harashtra Limited (CIDCO), a
Government of Maharashira
undertaking, holds the remain-
ing 26 percent

Nowvi Mumbai International
Alrport (NMIA) (IATA: NMI;
[CAD: VANM), is set to become

one of the busiest and most sig-
nificant aviation hubs in India
Located in Navi Mumbai, Ma

harashira, NMIA is strategi-
cally positioned to cater to Lhe
burgeaning air traffic demands
of the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region and Western India
Spanning over L160 hectares
(2 866 acres), on completion,
NMIA is designed to handle
90 million passenger per an-
num (MPPA). The airport will
feature two paraliel runways,
state-of- the-art terminal build-
ings. and advanced eargo Maeili

ties, ensuring seamless passen-
ger experience and efficient

cargo handling. NMIA is sel
to be a greenfield airport with
sustainable and eco-friendly
infragtructure, ncorporating
repewable energy sources and
green building practices, The
fluid and futunstic design is
influenced by the Lotus, India’s
national Nower

In the initial phase, NMIA
will have the capacity to man
age 20 MPPA and 0.5 million
metric tonnes of cargo annu-
ally NMIA is committed to
setting new benchmarks in
operational efficiency, sus-
tninability, =nd passenger
satisfaction. With its modern
mfrastructure and strategic
location, NMIA is poised to be-
come a promitent gateway o
India and a significant plaver in

Navi Mumbai International Airport

the global aviation industry.

The hub that will
shape the future
of Indian busines
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‘No manipulationin AI’s
Ahmedabad crash probe’

Qur Bureau
Mew Dealhi

Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu on Tuesday
stated that there was no ma-
nipulation in the investiga-
tion into the crash of the Air
India flight AI1171  ar
Ahmedabad.

The Minister was re-
sponding to questions re-
garding allegations made by
the father of Captain Rohit
Sabharwal against the Air-
craft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB)'s investiga-
tion into the air tragedy on
June 11,

In a letter to the Ministry
of Civil Aviation (MoCA),
Pushkaraj Sabharwal alleged
that AAIB officials had
spread “innuendos” against
his son. He further claimed
that Captain Sabharwal was
being framed for the crash.

Responding to the allega-
tions at a book launch event

here, the Minister zaid,
“There is no manipulation or
dirty business happening in
the investigation. It is a very
clean and very thorough pro-
cess that we are doing ac-
cording to the rules that we
have been set up.”

"TRANSPARENT PROEBE"
According to Naidu, the
AAIB is the authority re-
sponsible for investigating
aircraft accidents.

“They (AAIB) keep a very
thorough, transparent and
independent approach, not
influenced by anyone, but
just considering the facts,”
he said.

On the timeling of the
probe, Naidu said, “It will be
too early to comment on the
preliminary report, also be-
cause that’s not the final re-
port. AAIB has placed the
facts in the report, whatever
is known. To find what ex-
actly has happened, we have
to wait till the final report.”
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Domestic fight turns fatal in Peenya

AZfi—year-nld woman, who
had been fighting for her
life after being hit with a
rolling pin in front of her two
children by her husband over a
trivial matter in Chokkasandra
near Peenya, succumbed to her
injuries a week later.

The deceased, identified as
Preeti Singh of Madhya Pradesh,
worked in a private company
where her husband, Chotelal
Singh (27), was employed as a
helper. Police said the incident
occurred on September 24,
when Chotelal picked a quarrel
with his wife after she returned
home for lunch. Enraged when
she delaved giving him water, he
attacked her with a rolling pin,
striking her severely on the head
and body. Preeti collapsed with
serious injuries and slipped into
a coma, after which Chotelal

rushed her to a hospital in T
Dasarahalli. In an attempt to
cover up his crime, he falsely
told doctors that his wife had
fallen from a building.
However, the couple’s two
children informed their moth-
er's employer about the attack.
The employer lodged a com-
plaint at Peenya Police Station.
Police detained Chotelal the fol-
lowing day for questioning, dur-
ing which he confessed to the
assault. He was arrested, pro-
duced before court on the same
day, and remanded to judicial
custody. Despite receiving treat-
ment for several days, Preeti did
not recover and passed away on
October 2. Following her death,
police altered the charge from
assault to murder. Police said
further investigation is under-
way. BMB

1 QCTOBER 2025
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Airbus A320 ends

m [tmarks 3 major ® Boeing's 737 pro-

moment in the gramme has been
&0-yr transatiantc hit by crashes and
rhalry reguistory limits
REUTERS
Frague, 7 Ociober

Europe’s Alrbus broke a major commercial
barrier on Tuesday when is A3z0 family of
planes overtook the Boeing 737 to becoms
the most-delivered jetliner in history.

Boeing's decades-old record fell as a fat
was delivered overnight to Saudi carrler Fly-
nas, bringling deliverles 1o 12,260 since the
Az20 began service in 1988 according to
benchmark data [rom UK-based consul-
tancy Chrium, used across the industry. Ale-
bus did not Immediately respond 0 a
request for comment on the dars, tracked by
atreraft supply anabyst Rob Morris.

Alrbus ks already the world s Largess plane-
naker by votal anmisal deliveries, but the shat-
tered ceiling in the narrow-body market caps
ago-year iransatantic bartle for markes shase
after eatly disagresments over strategy and
the share of jobs berwesn partner narions,
France, Genmany, Spain and Britaln

Alrtus enginesrs in Toolouse, France,
gambiled on Introdscing fy-by-wire compter
controds for the first time to.a mainstresm ale-
liner, a ploneering technology that faced re-
sistance from unions and some carrlers but
later became widaly accepred. Alrbas b now
expanding produsction inthe US and China.

Boeing ser the standard for narrow-
body alrcraft production with its popular
737, fimt Ineroduced in the gaos, bat
plunged Into crisls following faral acci-
dents in 2018 and 2019.
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Naidu: No dirty
businessin Al
crash probe
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FIP seeks DGCA inspection of
Boeing 787’s electric systems

TDG METWORK

The Federation of Indian Py
lots (FTP) has written o the
IMrectorate General of Civil
Avtation (DGCA) seeking a
conngarchenshve invest it bon
of the electric savstemas of all
Bawsingg TAT aireralt currently
operating in India

The president of FIP, Cap-
tain CS Randhawa sald on
Monday that the incident
in which an Air India Might
from Amritsar o Birming
ham had its Ram Abr Tur-
bine (RAT) depshoved during
its final approach shoukd be
investigated properly. RAT
s only deploved after “total
failure of all three hydraulic
wystoms ™, sid the FIP presi-
dhent,

“We have written an cmail
to Manish Kumar, who s in
chamgrof ar safety in DGCA
and we have marked the cope
bes to DG DGCA, DG AALR
and the Secretary of Civil
Aviation. The incident oc
curred on the dth of October
on a Poring TH7 aircralt, Reg

ist ration was Victor Tango
Alpha Moveymber Oscar (VT
ANO)Y, Captain C5 Rand-
hawa tobd AN

He said that the Birming:
ham-bound Might hoad ev-
erything “running prop-
erly”, despiie that, RAT was
deplived while the aircrafl
was just SO0 feet in the sir. o
thang he has never seen hagp-
e iy over S decades of avia-
ot expeTience.

“The aircralt has been
grounded by Air India for
further nvestigations. Now
| wodidd just Lk bo puit one
point scross that the Ram
Air Turbine mrainly depliys
whimn there isa total fallureof
all three hydraulic svstems,
total electrical svstem failure
or both engine failunes, and
there are some olher things
which can deploy i, This
can be deploved only when
the atreraft i in the air, not
om The growmd ™, he sabd.

Expressing surprise over
the incident, he added, “To
date, | have never heand of s
RAT getting deploved on any
adrcraft where cverything s

normal. This is the first time
I'm hearing in my 50 years
of aviation experience, Now,
this et shaoubd be ken
very seriously.”

Captain Randhawa [ur-
ther speculated over the Al
171 crash in Ahmedabad in
June this year. He saic that
he is “quite convinoesd™ that
the crash which killed 260
people, inclhading 241 people
ot the atreraft, and beft only
1 survivor, happenesd due (o
“electric failures™. He how
ever retierated that the truth
wiill be kpwwn onily afler the
report comes oul, probably
in December, acoording to
him.

“We are guiie convinced
that it could be an slectrical
prohlem that has led 1o the
crash of ITL Ultimately, when
the report comes, we will
come o know., Anid | have
heard that mayhe by end of
December, the AAIR will
comecout with the report. We
have been requiesting thal the
ehevtrical syaterns of all Boe
g TG s [hvineg in the country
b tested”, he sabd.
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Airbus A320 flies past Boeing 737 as most-delivered jet in history

REUTERS
Prague, October 7

EUYROPE'S AIRBUS BROKE a
major commercial barrier on
Tuesdaywhen s A320 family
of planes overtook the Boeing
737 o become the most-deliv-
eredjetlinerin history,

Boeing s decades-old record
fell with the hand over of an
AS 20meo model overndght to
Saudi carmer Fi:.rna.;, hringlng
total deliveries o 13,360 since
thi=A 3 20 serbes et ered servics
in 1988, according to bench
mark data froom U K-based mrla-
tionanalytics firm Cirium.

Airbus and Boeing did not
immediately respond to
requaests for comment on the

data,tradced byleading ainoraft
supplyanalyst Bob Maorris

Demand fior the industry’s
workhorse A320 and 737 jets
has surged in recent years, as
peomonmie pu'wth Il by Al
brought tensof millionsofnew
b e - lass trovellers intothe
skies. Together, Bocing and Afr
bus have delivered more than
25,000 of these jets, r.rlg1 I'l.'l!|:|l'
designed to serve majorhubs
it ke ri.-l}'arlnprr-d h-.r ke
cost carries, which Alrbus
courtedafier Bosngeut output
duning a downturn in demand
[.uJLi.-EI‘_I’]. 1

Already the world's largest
planemaker by annual debiver-
Ies, Alrbus now claims the top
spot for cumulative narrow-

SKY IS THE LIMIT

mairbus overtakes Boeing as
A320 deliveries hit 12,260
with ltest Flynas hand over
mAIK & 737 delveries top
25,000 as air travel boorms

W Aisng Asan middle class
fuels record demand for jets

B Poct9 /11 shifts helpad
irbu s gain edge as Bosing
slowred output

=

body deliveries, capping ad0-
year transatfantic battle for
market share after early dis-
agmements over stmtegyand
theshame of jphs among partnes

n.l.Lu:l:s,Fr.am.E.l'.i-mlL.'nsy.!{paul.
and Britain.

Launchedin 1984 theA320
emerged at a time when AT
bus's future was far from

assured, fallowing the rocky
mtroduction of twowide body
jets. The alrcraft first Dew in
1987 and entered service the
follow ing year.

Engineers In Toulouse,
Franoe, took an ambritioes step
by Introducing fy -by-wire
computer eontrols to a main-
stream aidimer - a pionecring
move lh...ll misk resisance EI'H‘I:I.I
unions and some carriers but
ultbnately became an indo s ry
standard. Thebminchild of Air
bus co-founder Roger Betelile,
s rlr!.f[nprnrnl was sha |'u,'|! l.'ul,r
arguments overwhether to pri-
opritee US airrlinedemandstora
jet in themew 1 50-seat market,
supported by the French, or
continue focusing on wide
bodies haeked by Lufthanea,

The project mnarmowly
escape] ollapse when French
President Fangois Mitterrand
and German Chancellor Hal-

mut Kohl, unaware they had
chozen the same |ntr'rrnr|1i.:ury
—HBavarian politician Franz-
josef Stravss—asked him to
mediate thardispute by draft
Lng letters betwesn them The
episode 15 recoun ted in Aithuos:
The First 50 Years, a history
commissioned by Airbus but
never published.a copyofwhich
was obtaimed h-_,r Hearters,
Itwasals nearly derailed by
doubts over investment from
Ewrm pean government s British
M !.h:__l;a.wl'l'h.!l!du::ll.iﬂpu ]
Bamentin 1984”1 donot want
another Concorde on my
hands”, referring to cost over
runs on the Anglo-Frenc h
supensonic jot. Bocing has long
criticked such support.
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No dirty biz
happening in
Al crash
probe: Naidu

CIVILAVIATION MINISTER K
Rammehan Naddu on Tuesday
said there is"no manipulation
ordinybusiness happening in
the investigation into the Air
[ndia plane crash that killed
260 people on June 12,

His agsertioncomes againg
the backdrop of concerns
expressed in certain quarters
about the Aleraft Accident
[nvestigation Burcau (AALE)
probe bio thefatal erash

Manfu said cveTyone has to
wialt for the final AAIEs final
]’ll'clhf repart to know what
exactly happened.

“Thereisno rr|..1n|p|.|b|r|n|1.
or there is no dirty business,
happening in the investiga-
tion. [t is a very dean and very
thao "'“"Hh process that we are
doingacoording tothe rules..,”
T i, PTI
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Nashik

gétSZ aéil}_r

flights to Delhi

FPJ News Network

MASHIK

The long-standing demand of
Nashik residents for improved
air connectivity with the
national capital has finally
been fulfilled. Following sus-
tained efforts by MF Rajabhau
Waje, the Unlon Civil Aviation
Ministry has approved two
daily flights between Nashik
and Delhi.

Waje met ministry officials
and the Union Minister sev-
eral times to explain the com-
mercial and civie benefits of
expanding the route. He also
raised the issue in the Lok
Sabha on Aug 21 through a
starred question, pressing for
Increased fNight frequency to
meet passenger demand

Currently, enly & morning
service operates from Nashik's
Ozar Afrport to Delhi, Under
the new schedule, an addi-
tional evening flight from
Drelhi to Nashik will depart at
f.25pm, providing  much-
needed convenience to
traders, entreprensurs, gov-
ernment  officials,  profes-
slonals, and students. Experts
said the timing would also
benefit  tourists  visiting
Nashilk

“My heartfelr gratinade to
the Ministry of Civil Aviation

Service begins after
MP Rajabhau Waje's
efforts with Civil
Aviation Ministry;
evening flight added
for travellers’
convenience

and IndiGo Airlines for start-
ing the new MNashik-Delhi
flight. 1 am confident that
Nashik people will make this
flight a success with a huge
response,” Wije said.

He presented data showing
o steady rise in passenger raf-
fic between Nashik and Delhi,
which helped persusde minis-
try officials and civil aviation
compmies to support the
expansion, Both the ministry
and airlines, hesaid, showeda
positive. attitude  towards
Increasing connectivity.

During the Aug 21 Lok
Sabha session, Waje drew
attentlon  to  the limited
number of flights, the ncon-
venience caused to passen-
gers, and the need for coordi-
nation over night slots. His
Intervention, he said, simed to
ensure that Nashik receives
better aviation facilities io e
with its growing economic
and civic importance.
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TRAVEL CHAOS | Flights, trains to Delhi, Ayodhya, and Varanasi are fully
booked, forcing travellers to cancel plans or resort to costly alternatives

Diwali rush: Ahmedabad flyers
face 325K airfares, packed trains

FPJ News Service
AHMEDAEAD

With Diwali just days sway, the
festive excitement scross
Gujarat is being over-
shadowed by an unpreced-
ented travel rush.
Ahmedabad, one of the
busiest transit hubs in western
India, is witnessing skyrocket-
ing airfares and fully booked
traing, leaving holidaymakers
scrambling for  last-minute
opticns.

What was once a routine
Rs4500 one-way flight from
Ahmedabad to Delhi has now
soared to as high as Rs25000,
making even short domestic
trips a luxury. Travel agents
say bookings have surged
since July, with almost all
northbound flights and trains
packed to capacity. The Diwali
travel period, which begins
around October 18, has trig-
gered a wave of panic among

travellers whowaited too long
to book.

“The festive rush started
much earlier this year] said

Javesh Patel, a leading
Ahmedabad-based travel con-
sultant “Almost every flight to
Delhi, Varanasi, or Avodhva is
overbooked, and fares are
nearly five times higher than
normal. Those who booked
early were lucky For evervone
else, this Diwali trip will be an
expensive affair”

According to airline data,
the onesway airfare from
Ahmedabad to Delhi now
ranges between RslL300 and
Rs24849. Tickets o Avodhva
are around Rs18000, while
fares to Varanasi have touched
Rs22,000. Popular destinations
like Dehradun and Kolkataare
also seeing steep hikes, with
fares exceeding Rs21,000. Even
relatively short fights to
Mumbai and Pune are being
sold at pearly double their

usual rates,

However, those hoping for a
cheaper alternative by rail are
finding little relief. The citys
major frains connecting to
Delhi, Ayodhya, Varanasi, and
Kolkata are running full, with
waiting lists stretching into
hundreds. The  Ashram
Express, Yoga Express, and
Kamakhva Express are show-
ing ‘regret’ status, while the
Rajdhani Express to Delhi has
a waiting list of 225 passen-
gers. Trains to Haridwar and
Kolkata, too, have long quenes,
with more than 180 passengers
waiting for confirmation.

“Pecple are desperate to
travel home for Diwali, and
even Tatkal tickets are selling
out within mimites” said Rita
Mehta, a travel beoking agent
“The demand this wear is
much higher than 2023, Many
families are cancelling plans
because neither flight tickets
nor train seats are available at

reasonable prices”

Experts attribute the surge
to an early festive start, rising
fuel costs, and post-pandemic
travel enthusiasm. Travel
insiders say that many airlines
and ticketing agents block
seats in advance and release
them later depending on mar-
ket demand. “Last vear; this
backfired, and prices dropped
at the last minute. But this
vear, bookings are steady; and
prices are unlikely to fall”
Patel explained.

With both skies and tracks
jam-packed, travellers from
Ahmedabad are facing tough
choices. Many are resorting to
overnight buses or road trips
to reach northern destima-
tions. For now, though, It
seems Diwali travel from
Ahmedabad is not just about
lights and celebrations—its
also about patience, planning,
and paying a premium to get
home on time.
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Fly out of ‘fully digital’ NMIA from Dec

NMIA will be an “anxiety-free airpon‘.' Adani Group officials said. with state-of-the-art digital facilities like online check-in and baggage drop services, digitised immigration process, pre-hooking
for vehicle parking slots. quening time monitors and virtual queneing. Commercial operations will commence in December. tapping into a pent-up demand of 15-20 million passengers

G Mohiuddin Jeddy
ntmeno-ghindastantimes oo

HAVI MUMBAL: The Navi Mum-
bai  Imernstonsl  Alrport
(NMIAL ser for inauguration
romarraw, will be India's firso
fully digital airport, with facill-
nes for pre-booking vehicle
parking slots and online
check-ln, baggage drop and

services, chiefexes-
urve officer (CEQ) of Adani Adr-
ports Holdings Led (AAHL) Aruy
Bansal zald during an Interac-
o with joumalises.

“Queulng ome monioes will
tell passengers how long they
meed to walt, while virmual ques-
ing will altow them to block a
sloit amdd hesd sradght to security
when thedr nm arives,” he sald.

Commercial operatinns at the
LiG(-hectare alrporwill mke off
i Decembier, following the inau-
guration and 8 45-60 day period
foF SECUriTy SWesps, CUSIOMS,
Immigration, and end-to-end
testing. Bansal said,

“There i a pent-up demand of
15-20 millllon passengers and we
will do everything to capture
raffic.” the CEO sald “Mumbal
is the financial caplial, and
unlike Delhi, which grew
because there was no other
option, here we will have tvo
runways and the abiling o retain
internatiornal passengers.”

Tapping demand

Several alrlines hove already
expressed strong interest in
operating fMights from NMIa,
while IndiGo, Alr Indin, and
Akasa have confirmed opera-
viens. officlals sald. Slot alloca-
ton is expected to saturate
quickdy at around 20 milllon pes-
sengers, underscoring the scale
of demand in the Mombal Mee-
ropolitan Reglon (MMR), they
added.

The atrpartwill instially oper-
ate for 12 howrs dally, from Bam
1o Bpm, with 8-10aircraft move-
ments per hour. “After the inital
phase, ATC (air traffie control)
will rake & call on extending
operations,” Bansal spid.

Commercial operations will
start in December with about
40" International traffic and
evernually move twards 75%, in
line with global hubs, Bansad
sald. The airport will host the
COURITY'S ]u.rges: malnienance,

(MR Foacl-
ity, wuh five handlers
onboarded, he noted.

“With Mumbals cargo infra-
structure under smrain, NMIA
will absorh general svation and
cargn operations. The entire
hangar from Mumbai alrport
will move here,” Bansal said.

‘The CEQ clarified that termi-
nal one of Mumbnal sirpors will
not be demolished immedianely.

Several alrlines have expressed strong Interest in operating Mights, while IndiGe, Alr India, and
Akasa have conflrmed operations from NMLA, offlcials sabd

HY PHOTOE ASHWINPATIL

“It welll contnue 1o serve the
city untl at least 2029, and dem-
odidon will only be undertaken
once the second terminal ar
NMILA s rendy.” he sabkd.

Passenger amenities
Banaal described NMIA as an
“nnadety-free alrport ™ with auns-
mation and digital systems balle
In from day one. The alrport will
also feature paperless opera-
thons, klosks to pre-onder muln-
ple items for single-point deliv-
ery. and food delivery at the gate.
“We are experimenting with
Alenabded bagpage tracking in
Ahmedshad, and here, youw will
b bl o get 0 message on youwr
phomne telling you, for example.
thar your bag Is number 20 on

Termimal | will have 88 check-in counters and 75 klosks.

the caroused” b sakd

BVJK Sharma, project CEO ol
the Adanl Group, sald the wrmi-
nal bulldings, inspired by India’s
national flower, lotus, blend
Fuuristic

with oper-
ational efficlency.

“NMIA has been designed
with resilience and convenience
I mimd. Walking distance from
anmy gate will be a maximum of
501 metres. The alrport has been
ralsed i 8.5 metres to withstand
a W00-year flood or cloodburst,
and precautions tve been mben
against rd strikes” heanid

The alrport, engineered w
withstand extreme weather
events, will be among the mast
sustninable alrpors globally,
with 47 megawart solar power

generation, ebectric vehicles for
airside operations, rainwater
harvesting, wastewater reuse
and ausomazed e movers, It
will also have 02 retail outlets
and food and beverage zones for
fivers while non-trovellers will
have sceess to a forecourt gam-
ing zone and digital art installa-
thoms.

“We've designed NMIA 1o be
future-proof in terms of capaciny
and climase resilience,” Bansal
aald. The airport will be devel-
oped in five phases, scaling from
20 milllon passengers per
annum In phase | and 11
(2024-25) 1o 90 million by phase
W (20400 Al four terminals will
e Hnbed viz a 10 ko automazed
peopie mover, officinls sald.

« Suburban rail access via Targhar and
Khandeshwar stations

Metro connectivity

a liri2 & inking Mumbsai airpart to
P,

# Navi Mumbaj metro line | viaa 3-km
imder-onstruction extersion

® 34-km Airport Express metro line
with 20 stations

Water terminal

& Besing developed in Panved cresk,
For passenger and cargo mavement
by sea

Link NMIA to city via tunnel: Shinde

Yogesh Naik

yopesh ask & kndustant imes. com

MumMBAL Depiety chiel minlster
Eknath Shinde. who heads the
wrban

department.

on Monday asked MMREDA 1w
examine the feasibility of con-
necting Navi Mumbal Interna-
tional Alrport to Muombal
throigzh a tunnel and to submit &
detailed report on the proposal
The minlster held & meeting of
senjor officers of the Maharash-
ira Sate Aoad Development Cor-
poraton (MSRDC), where
Sanjay Mukherjes

and ather senior officers were

present
Arpresent, connectivity with
the new alrport—Phase | of
wihich will be insnegurased by PM
Narendra Modi on Wednesdaoy—
is o major issue. The City
Indiestrinl Development
Corporaton (CIO0) s in
charge of executing the
Sahar Abrport-to-NMIA
MELTo.
The alrport will be
developed in four
phases, and a
large number of
vehicles  will

travel o and from Mumbal o
e adrport. Therefore. seambess
connectivity o matonal high-
weays, suburban rallways. mero

networks, and will be
essential, a press note ssued by
Shinde's office sald,

Shinde held another
meeting with MahaRail
oifficials, and representa-
tives of the High-Speed
Rall Corporation con-
structng the Mumbai-

Ahmedabad buller
train corridor.
He asked affi-
clals o exam-

ine if the proposed bufles main
station at Mhanerdl in Thane dis-
trict could be connected to
Thane raibway station. Kopar
rallway station and the Taloja
metre staton, MahaRall gave a
detailed presentation on the pro-
posed master plan, the press
niote sad.

Mharardi seaton, mear Diva,
will serve as an Important jume-
tiom on the bullet train route and
will eventually become an inte-
prated transport hub. Itwill con-
nect bullet wmains with the subar-
ban rallway nerwork, metro,
buses, and highways.
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No manipulation or
dirty business in
Al 171 crash probe:

Aviation Minister

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHLOCTOBERT

INTHE wake of questsons being
ra s on e irvestig atbona nd the
prefminary report into the crash
af Alr Irclia flighe Al 17 Ty pilot ac-
sociations and the Btherolore of
the pilots.af the il-Eated agrcraft,
Ciwil Aviation Minister K Ram
Maohian Naidu sad Tuesday that
there was no “mani pulation” or
“dirty usiness” happening inthe
probe that is being conducted by
the Arcraft Acodens Investigation
Bureau{ AAIB].

“Theere 15 no manipalation, o
there s nodrty business happen-
Ingintheimsestigation. Risavery
clean.and very thomugh process
thatwe e doing accordng tothe
rules that have been sef up We are
poang to ensure that the comemit-
ment will be maintained " Maido
sakl. The minister adl ded that the
AAR keepsa "thorough. trans par-
ent and independent” approach,
ard thatitwoudd be better towat
foe the firial repor, irstead ofcon-
meniting on the prebminary re-

"It will be too early to com-
mentonthe inibalor preiminary
reportbecause that s not the final
report And what AAIB has done
1s o place the facts through the

Civil Aviation
~ Minister

K Ram

iohan Maidu

predimirany) report, whatewer is

knaown To find . whatever hap-
pened we need towait for the fi-
nalreport,” Maidu said,

Therirgemim report, widdhwas
rederasd amonthafter the june 12
crash ol the Boeing TE7-8 in
Ahmeadabad which eft 260 pen-
ple dead, came under criticism
fromvanous sectons, parmiculady
plots, a8 many nterpreted it as
hinting at pilot acton as the pri-
mary cause of the arash. About
Cwin weeks ago, pilot grou ping
Federation of | ndian Pilats (AF)
wioke to the Ministry of Civil
Aviaiondemanding thatthecen-
tralgovermmentinitiabea padicial
mvestigation throweh a court of
ingpuing

Pushkar Raj Sabharwal, the
S1-year-old father of Sumeet
Sabharwal, oneof the pilots of the
il fated decralt, had alleped that
the preliminany neport and selec-
tivele ks have tamished his son's
reputation.and adversay affiected
hisown health, He wrmed e re-
port as “deficient, diverssonary
and discrepant'’.



AIRPORTS AUT HUF\’ITY I'JF iNL‘hﬂ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE INDIAN EXPRESS DELHI 8 OQCTOBER 2025

Airbus A320 ousts Boeing 737 as
most-delivered jetliner in history

REUTERS
PRAGLIE OCTOBER T

FURDPES AIRBLIS bardie a mujon
comamercial barrier on Tuesday
when its AZ20 amily of planes
overtook the Boeing 737 1o be-
come the mos-detivered jetliner
inhistory.

Boeing's decades-old record
fellasa prwes delvered overnight
1o Saudh carner Flynas. bringing
defiveriesto 12 2a0since the A3
began service in 1988, acoording
o benchmark data from UK-
hased comsultancy Cirium, used
actossthe industry

Airbusdid not mmediately
respond 1o a request for comenent
on the data, tracked by asrcraft
supply anabyst RobMorris,

Airbus launched the A320
aircraftin 1984, fike

Between them Boeing and
Airbus have delivered mone than
25,0000 such jets, on ginally de-
sgned tofeed hrge hubs and Later
widely adopted by low-cost car-
nes, which Abrbus courted ater
Boveing cuf outpul dur g a down-
turmin dermand post-9/ 11,

Boeing's decades-old
record fell asa jet was
delivered overnight to
Saucli carrier Flynas,
bringing deliveriesto
12.260since the A320
began service in 1988

Adrbus is already the world's
largest planemalker by total an-
nal deliveries, but the shattered
ceiling in the namow-bady mar-
ket cags a 40-year tramsatlantic
hatthe formarket share aferearly
disagreements between partnes
nations, Franoe, Germany, Spain
and Britain The A320 was
launched in 1984 when many

guestioned whether Airbus
would lag another decade after
painfully Bunching two wide-
body jets, It first few three wears
later, Airbus engineers in
Toulouse, France, gambled on in-
troducing fyeby-ware com putes
controls for the first ime (o a
mainsreanarine a pionseng
technology that faed esistance
Trom unions and sonee camiers
butlater becarmewadely accepied.

Airbis s now expanding pro
duction in the LS and China

Boeing set the standard for
narrow-body aircralt production
with its popular 737, first intro-
duced in the 19605, but plungsd
rocnsis foliowing fa bl accdents
I 2018 and 20149 The company
s gradually mstonng outpul un-
der reguldony Imits.
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India seeks details from Boeing
after emergency system glitch

New Delhis rscia’s air safety regulator has songht meore informa

tion from Boeing Co. after an emergency power svstom unex

pectedly activated onan Air India 787 Dreamliner flving from
Amritsar to Birmingham on Saturday, a government official with
diredt knowledie of the matter said. The crew of the aircraft
detected the deployment of the emergency power systerm during:
the Anal approach, Air India said on Sunday. REUTERS
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DGCA PROBES
AIR INDIA RAT
DEPLOYMENT
INCIDENT

ASHOKE RAJ 1 Mew Dl

India‘s aivil aviation
watchdog, the
Directorate General of
Ciwil Aviation [DGCA), has
launched & probe into a
polentially serioos salely
incident involving an
uncommanded deploy.
ment of the Ram Alr
Turbsime (RAT] on &an Air
India Boeing 7EBT-8
Dreamliner afrcraft
during Its approach to
Birmirughan, UK.

The incident occurred
on October 4 aboard
Might AITTT, which was
opersting rom Amritsar
1o Birmingham. The air
crafl. registerad WT-ANO,
gxperienced the unex
pecied deployment of its
RAT — a critical emer
gency component
designed to provide
power during engine or
electrical system failure —
when It was around 400
5000 feat from landing.

A senior DGCA olficial
1old The Piomneer and oon
rirmed that althowgh the
pilot did not report any
abnormalities during
landing. the deployment
triggered autormatic fault
detection by the Alrcraft
Health Monitor ng (AHM)
systemn. It identified a
faull with the Bus Power
Control Unit (BPCU}, a
crucial part of the air-
craft's efecirical power
management system,
poientially causing the
RAT 10 deploy
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PM to inaugurate Navi Mumbai Airport on Oct 8

T N RAGHUMATHA
r Mumba

The Air India One carrying
Prime Minisier Marendra
Modi will land at Navi
Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA) at 2.40 pmon
October 8, marking the inau-
guration of the NMIA and
placing Mumbal in the
league of cities having
twin airports.

Being canstructed al a
cost of 19647 crore, the
new state-of-the-art airport
is spread over 1,160 hectares.
The first phase aof the NMIA
will handle two crare pas-
sengers annually and five
lakh tons of cargo. Onceit is
fully operational, the airport
will have four terminals with
a total capacity of nine crore
passengers per year and 3.25
million tons of cargo annu-
ally. The NMIA will become
operalional from Decembser
2035, The Prime Minister is
expected to arrive at the
NMIA at 240 pm October 8.
He will remain at the new
airpori for nearly two hours.
His itinerary includes a tour
af the terminal build ing, fol-

nitaries and guests.
Ahead of the formal nau-

guration of the NMIA, the Alr
india One — operated by
redian Air Foroe - made a trial
landing al the new airport
located at Ulwe in Raigad dis-
trict on October 1.

On that day, the WWIP air-
craft made a successful
landing at the NMIA at
around 10.20 am from Dethi
and returned to the nation-
al capital at around 2 pm.

lowed by an address to dig- The NMIA has bean devel-

oped by the MNavi Mumbai
International Airport Pvt Ltd
(NMIAL). which Is a special-
purpose vehicle formed by
the Adani Alrports Holdings
Ltd {AAHL) and City and
Industrial Development
Corpaoration of Maharashira
Lid {CIDCOH).

The CIDCO was the nodal
agency for the project
Located in Uiwe in the
adjoining Raigad disirict, the
NMIA — a Greenfield alrport

—-will serve as the second

international airport for the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
[(MMR), operating alongside
the Chhatrapati Shivajl
Maharaj International Airport
[C5MIA) of Mumbai.

The distance betweenthe
CSMIA and NMIA is around 40
km. The Adani group, which
has 74 per cent stake sach
stake in both CSMIA and
NMIA, is addressing connec-
tivity. With the
Commissioning of NMIA,

Mumbai will become a twin-

alrport model along the lines
of Dubai's DXB-DWCEC,
London's Heathrows-Gatwick,
and Mew York's JFEK-Newark
pairs. As per the fact-sheel
released by the at Mavi
Mumbai International
Airport Private Limited
(NMIAL) on Monday, the new
airport — built to global stan-
dards - will have 66 check-in
counters, 29 aerobridges,
premium CIP lounges, and
an BO-room fransit hotel

At the new airport termi-
nal, 12 sculptural columns
rise like unfurling petals,
while 17 massive hidden
pillars support the sprawling
roof canopy — blending art
and engineering into a stun-
ning but unique Indian
design staterment.

Located around 37 km
from South Mumbail, the new
airport has two Code F-com-
pliant parallel runways, sach
1.70 km long and 60 metre-
wide, and will host 5 passen-
ger terminals.ln compari-
son, the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Mahara| Intermational Alrport
(CSMILA)'s OW2T main runway
is 3.45 kms long - and has 2
passenger terminals.

Beginning with Phasasland

Il. the NMIA Terminal 1
(234,000 sg mits) will cater 1o
20 million passengers annu-
ally, Tollowed by Phase Il
with Terminal 2 (400,000 sq
mits) and handling a total of
50 million travellers.

The Phases [V and V, still to
be commissioned, to provide
adequale leg-room, shall cat-
apult its capacity to 90 pas-
sengers per year in less than
a decade.

The MMIA has been namied
as Loknete D B Patil Mavi
Mumbai International
Alrport. The airport has been
named after farmers’ leader
and social activist late Dinkar
Balu Patil, who had led
several protests by farmers
and landowners surround-
ing Panwvel tehsil in Raigad
district when the City and
Industrial Development
Corporation (C1DCO)
acquired land some decades
ago. The International Alr
Transport Association (IATA)
had designated the code
‘NMI* to the new airport

The NMIA received the
Aerodrome License from the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation {DGCA)] on

September 30.
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DGCA probes uncommanded RAT deployment

on Air India dreamliner to Birmingham

AEHDHE RA
11 ey el

Indias clwil avialion walch
dog the Direclorate General
of Civil Avialion (DECA), has
tsunched & probe Inlo a
potentially serious safety
ncideéend irmativing an urcom
rmanded deployment ol The
Rarm Al Turbine [RAT) o an
Alr India Bosing TAT-B
Drearnliner aircrall during
its approsch io Birmingham,
UK. The Incident ooowrred on
October 4 aboard Might AT,
which was opefaling rom
Armritsar to Birmingham

Thee aircrall, regiitered VT
AND, experienced the unes.
peciled deployment ol ils
RAT = & crilical emergency
component designed Lo
privide possser during sngine
or elecirical syslem lailune -
w1 wias arouned 400500
feel from landing. A semior
DGCA offlicial, 1old The
Pionesr and confirmed i
although the pilot did not
repart any abnormalites
during landing, the deploy.
meni iriggered aulomalic
fault deteclion by the Arorall
Heallh Monitoring (£UHM)
syiterm. 1 identified a faull
wiith the Bus Posver Conbrol
Unit (BPCL), & crucial part of
e aircrafl's electrical power
managemen sysbem, polen:
lially csusing the RAT to
deploy. A Ram Al Turbére
(RAT) is & small, propedler
driven devics fhal uses (he
fowce of orcoming air 1ogen
erale ermergency hpdraulic
ardior alecirical poswserin the
event of system lailures, sach
& dual engine o electrical
e loss

RATs are mal formally
deployed during routine
flights and their whcom
rmanded sciivalion especial
ly during appraach and

kanding, is considered a sig
nificant anamaky

Alr India condfirmed ina
stalement on Oclotwer 5 thal
the aircrafll landed safely
and that sl electrical and
by analic pararnebers wers
found mormsl” Howsver
the airline did not dischose
how My passengers or
crew were shoard at lhe
time. *The mainlenance
attiamns for uncommanded
RAT deploymenl recom
mended by Bosing have
beeny carried oud, and no dis
crepancies wens obsered,”
the DECA afficisl said. The
aircraft has since been
released back into ssrvioe,
bul a detailed investigation
s underway. In a sirongly
wirrched letier dated Octodwer
5. the Fedesation of Indian
Pilats {FIP) expfeised
concernover repeled slec
trical system issuess on
Boeing 187 aircrafl Referring
1o The Bir mingham incident
the pilols hody waid: “The
Aircrall Heallh Monilofing
has picked up & Faull of
the Bus Powver Control Limit
witiich may have caared lhe
sulo deploymenl of
RAT. There have baen
numerows incidenla an
B787 afrcral.”

The FIF wrged both the
DGEA and Alrcrall Accident
Irvestigation Buresu (AAEE)
10 conduct & rmpreherskive
apection of the elecirical
sysiems ol all Boeing TE7s
operaling in India, This
ncludes the 33 Dreamliners
currenilly operaled by Air
Irvciia, &% well o e leased
by IndiGa

The pllobs body also cited

ANOTHER AIR INDIA FLIGHT GROUNDED AFTER
TECHNICAL SNAG AT KOLKATA AIRPORT

Naaw Dadhl: 2 Air india irernational flight enroute from
Zan Francisco to B ury was. ded Luallly
cancelled at Kolkats Sirport an October § after a
iechnical snsg was debected during a routine transit stop
The arcraft, flight Al-176, had landed at Kolkata st 4:21
&M tor refuelling and was scheduled to depart for
Bengaluny shorily after

Arcording 1o airport sources, the Bosing 777 aincraft
{regr fan VT-ALY) developed a techmical 1ssie while
parked at Bay Ho. 115 The Esue could not be resalved in
time, and at around 7-35 AM, the airline officalty
deciared the aircraft AOG |Aircraft on Ground], leading to
the cancelistion af the flight.

Thee Flight wass. carrying 260 passenipers and 20 oew
members. All prssenpers were safsly offiosded and taken
i the internaticnal srrival hall 1o compdete mmmigration
and customs formalities. By B30 AM, Ehey were moved
ip the baggage reclalm area, where the sidiree arranged
hotel sccommodation.

Air India siated that all affected passergers were
provided with immediate assistance, inchuding
refreshements and transporiation. SomMEe PEISENEErs WErE
rebooked an ather flights &5 per their individuad travel
neech. Dthesrs were given the opticn of & full refund ar

PP
Y rest

This incident adds to

angoing operational challenges faced by A irsdia, wilh
similar techrical issues reporied in the past manghs,
‘While no safety threst was posed, the disruption caused
delays and imconvenience (o QassEngers.

growing frusiration owvet
wihal they allsge [s 3 ek of
Thorough posl -crash strut
iy, referring to the Alr Endia
171 crash on June 12, which
killed 260 people jusi
minubes after lakeall Whils
DGCA checked fuel contraol
swiliches posi-crash, ke FIP
says a full electrical system
audil wias riol perfor med. A
of now, Boeing has not
Esued army official cormrment
o the uncarmmandsd RAT
deployment aboard the Air
India DOreamliner, The
uncommanded deployrment
of a RAT B considered a
seerioun eyt undes inberna
1harial viation safe=ly prolo
col as it suiggests potential
wulnerahilities in aircraf

syslems = especially i not
trigoered by an aclusl emes.
gency. With the Dreambiner
forming the hackbone of
lonmg-haul intermalional
operatioms for Indien carri:
ey, Ihis incident could have
broader implicalions for
bath fir indias el mainte.
nance protoools and DECAS
oversigh! memured

The incident has once
again thrown a spatlighl on
the safely oversighl of high.
techaircrafl like the Boeing
18T in India. As the DGCA
procesds with its investigs
i, both airfines and pas.
sengers will be closely
watlchirg e ndings — and
the regulalors sudsequent
actiorm
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Inspect
all Boeing
187s: Pilots
to Air India

New Delhi: India’s leading
body of pilots has asked the
civil aviation regulator to in-
spect all Boelng 787 Dream-
liners operating in the coun-
try for electrical issues after
one of the planes abruptly
deployed an emergency
power system midair over the
weekend.

The device, a small propel-
ler that acts as a backup gen-
erator and which is known as
the ram air turbine, or RAT,
normally would be activated
when an alrcraft's engines
lose power, 1ts hydraulic
systems register critically
low pressure or its electrical
systems fail,

However, the RAT en-
gaged unexpectedly on Sat-
urday aboard Air India flight
117 from Amritsar moments
before it landed safely in Bir-
mingham.

The Federation of Indi-
an Pllots, which represents
about 6,000 pilots, asked for
the investigation on Sunday
evening,

Alr India, owned by the
Tata Group, said in a state-
ment that an initial inspection
following the weekend inci-
dent found that “all electrical
and hydraulic parameters
were normal” and that the afr-
craft landed safely.

The midair deployment of
the emergency device has re-
lgnited concerns in India over
the safety of the Dreamliner.

AP
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Delhi-Pune flights run five hours late

Pune: Around 300 fiyers on two IndiGo flights — Delhi to Pune
and Puneto Delhi—faced significant delays and frustration on
Monday, with passengers af Delhi-Pune fight enduring a
three-hour wait inside the aircraft before deboarding

The Delthi-Pune flight took off around Tpm, after a delay of
around five-and-a-half hours. IndiGo sources confirmed a tech
nleal problem. The ripple effect of this delay impacted the petiirn
Might from Pune to Delhl, which was scheduled for o 4:40 pm de
pariure, eventually iook off at 925 po , tee
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DGCA finds no discrepancy,
assigns official for ‘detailed’
probe into RAT deployment

SHEKHAR SINGH

EETEUTRT ST e

WU B L, D TonER B

Diays after an Al Indin Boeing
TR Drveamliber sullesed @
‘uncommanded’ deployment
of its Ram Air Turbsine (RATY
during o Sight from Amntsarto
]"511|||ru:h.:||||_ the= Dhictorile
General of Civil Aviaton
(DECA) on Morwday said all
Boeing-rerummend sd maints
nance checks had been coried
out and “no discrepancy had
Tesen chiserved”,

A senior official suid the sir
wralt had been denred for sere-
ice, But the regulstor adced the
matter  “required  detailed
b, wndd an offlicer from the
DGCA's Direclorate of Al
Safiety MNorthern Region) had
besen assigrsesd i probe

The officdial further ssid
thit Boeing had also issued a

‘Fleet Temim r:l:u{r':d' 4L
marising earlier mstances of
11_:1'|'| OO FERDEs
Arvonding to the regullator, an
Dbkt 4, Adr [nili'= B7ET-8
niroraft operating Mght AF117
s o RAT unlock message
and automatic deployment at
._|r||1Llulll.-l'lfw-hh|ri:|||-;1:|.|u'i:ir.|;.'
Menmwhile, in e email senl
to the DGCA on Sunday, the
Federation of Indian Pilots’
saile] the ralfunction oocurred
when the RAT deploved arto-
rrutically st around 500 1 while
appronching Birmingham.
The= Adrernft Health Monitor
ing has picked upa Bkt of the
Bus Posyesr Control Tngl, which
gy have mused the aulo
depoyment of RAT The
DGCA's  earber postmsh
mspections were  superficial
ar] failed bo Iook ot the Lurger
elerirical issues, i added.
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