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On a wing & prayer: Bird hits
rise steadily at B’luru airport

Data on bird strike incidents reveals alarming gradual increase in cases at Kempegowda
International Airport, highlighting broader need for urgent and coordinated intervention

| SridharVivan
@timesofindla.com

TWEETS @sridharvM IRROR

ndia's major alrports con-

tinue to grapple with the in-

creasing threat of bird hits,

posing significant safety
concerns for aireraft operations.
A close examination of bird
strike data between 2020 and
mid-2025 reveals a concerning
trend, particularly at Bengalu-
ru's Kempegowda International
Airport

Bengaluru reported just 29
bird hits in 2020 and 22 in 2021,
However, the number surged
sharply to 84 in 2022, nearly
quadrupling In a year. The spike
persisted In 2023 with 85 Incl-
dents and increased further to 88
in 2024, In the first hall of 2025
alone, the airport has already
recorded 35 bird strikes, indicat-
ing another potentially high
number by year-end if the trend
continues,

While Delhi consistently
tops the list — with 185 strikes
in 2023 and 1300in 2024 — the
rapld tncrease at Bengaluru is
drawing attention doe to |ts
high growth trajectory. Alrports
in Mumbai, Hyderabad, Kolkata,
and Chennal have also reported
steady bird strike numbers, but
Bengaluru's dramatic rise over
the last thoee years stands out

i o recent Rajva Salsha reply,
LUIndon Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol stated
that airports are mandated to
implement a Wildlife Hazard
Management Plan (WHMP) to
ensure alrcraft safety. Under
WHMI, airport operators and
local authorities have adopted
progciive measures to reduce
bird and animal strikes. He said
that alrports have taken the lead
by deploying advanced technol
ogles and practices, including
bird repellent and rodent con-
trol, scientific rescue operations,
habitat and Insect management,
blological and chemical deter-

Aviation safety experts say rising bird
hits in Bengaluru airport due to urban
encroachment, poor waste
management, and expanding green cover
near airport attracting birds

Over 6,800 wildlife strike incidents reported in five years

An analysis of bird and animal
strike data over the last five
years reveals a steady rise in
incidents and resultant
alreraft damage, signalling a
growing operational and safe-
ty conoarn. In 2020, airports
across the country reported
674 confirmed bird strikes and
Banimal strikes, causing
damage to 85 alreraft. This
rose sharply in 2021, with 775
blrd strikes, 13 animal strikes,
and 114 damaged aircraft.

The year 2022 saw a further

rents, and awareness-building
Initiatives,
Aviation salety experts attrib-

spike—1,131 bird strikes and
18 animal strikes, resulting

In damage Lo 160 aircraft.

The paak came In 2023 with
1,571 bird strikes, 22 animal
Intruslons, and 208 cases of
damage. Although 2024 saw
amarginal dip to 1,278 bird
strikes and 20 anlmal Inci-
dants, alrcraft damage re-
malned high at 198 cases. As of
June 2025, 511 bird strikes and
16 animal strikes have already
led to T1 damaged alroraft.

ute this spike to factors including
urban encroachment around the
alrpon, inproper waste manage-

ment, and the expansion of
green cover inand around air-
port premises, which attracts
birds. Authorities at Berigaluru
International Alrport have
already intensifled efforts to
manage bird activity by deploy-
ing bird chasers, using bio-acous-
tic devices, and engaging with
civic bodies o ensure better
waste contral in the surrounding
ATEs

However, with air traffic
steadily increasing post-COVID,
the urgency to implement long-
term solutions 18 growing
Experts suggest collaboration
Betwieen airport autharities, city
municipalities, and environ
mental agencles to develop sus-
talnable bird hazard manage-
ment systems. The rising num-
bers at Bengaluru underline a
broader national concern that
calls for immediate and coordi-
nated imtervention (o ensure
passenger safety and uninter-
rupted alrpont operations.
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'Airport’
Moorthy
attacked

HD Bureau

A politically charged co-
nfrontation unfolded ou-
tside Chennais Director
General of Police office an
Saturday, 6 September 2025,
when ‘Afrport” D. Moorthy,
leader of the Puratchi Th-
amizhagam Katchi, was
assaulted by individuals
believed to be members of
the Viduthalai Chiruthaigal
Katchi. The attack occurred
as he awaited access to the
police  headquarters in
Mylapore, with his aide and
a senior officer intervening
amid thealtercation.

Mr Moorthy alleges that
supporters of the VCK had
been targeting him on so-
cial media after he publ-
ished YouTube videos cri-
tical of Thol Thirum-
avalavan, the party’s fou-
nder and figurehead. Ac-
cording to Moorthy, the
assault was delivered with
slippers and a rod, while
police, present at the scene,
neither prevented the att-
ack nor detained the ass-
ailants.
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Entirely normal given airline’s scale:
CEO on Air India’s recent snags

DEEPAK PATEL
Wowe Do, 7 September

Alr India's recent rin of oper-
atlonal incldents = “entirely
normal in the context of our
scale and slze” the airline’s
Chiaf Executive Officer (CED)
and Managing Director,
Campbedl Wilson, told
emplovess on Sunday, even as
the casrler has faced a string of
technical snags over the past

three moniths.

“Crver the past fow months,
our operations have garmersd
cofsiderable amenton, both
Internally and exiermslly,” his
messame, reviewed by Busliness
Stankrrd, said.

“Like ail alrines, we face a
varlery of operstional scen-
arkos — some under our con-
el and some not. When the
spotlight Is onus, ir's crocial to
provide dmely, clear, and acou-

rate information and the right
context,” he added.

The CED sald Adr Inclia has
adopted greater openness in
reporting  Incldents.  "Over
recent weeks we have besn
mare Transparent than issatin
reparting incidents and events,
however small This transpar-
ency will, over rime, help bultld
trust. Inthe short tepm, though,
It naturally results in mose
NEWS CoVerage, " 138 wrole.
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Air India being ‘more
transparent’, says CEO

SUKALP SHARMA
New Delhi, September 7

WITHTHE SPOTLIGHT omu Alr
India in the aftermath of the
tragiccrashof flight Al 171on
june 12, the ArIndiagrouphas
been"more transparent than
usual™wihien it cames to report -
Ing Incdents and events with
atreraft, no matter how small,
whichhasresultedina percep

tion of increased ncidents Air
India’s chief executive officer
Campbell Wilson saidina mes-
sage to employess, Wilkon,
however,added that foran air-
line proupas large as Air India,
the incidence rate is "entim by
normal”. The Alr India group
Iinechudes full- serviceairlineAlr
Inctia and its mo-frills carrier
arm Air [ndia Express.

*When the spotlight is on
us, it's oudal to offer timely,
clear and accurate information
and the right context. 5o over
recent weskys we have been
even more transparent than
usual n reporting inddents
and events, however small
This transparency will, over
time, help bulld trust, In the
short term thoug h, it naturally
results in an uptick of news
coverage, and with more than
1,200 departumes every single

CAMPBELL WILSON,
CED, &R HDIA

In context of our
scale and size, the
incidence rate is
entirely normal

§ i W g

L

day—nearly one EVETY
minute—across the Air India
Group, it can seem like a lot. In
context of our scale and size,
however, the incidence mie is
entirdy nommal,”Wilson said.

Wikon also twold stafi that
the brand values that matter
maost to the Tata group airhne
indude “staying pgrounded,
focused, and acting with
authenticity and integrty,
“whether or nol someone is
watching”

Wilson's comments come
closeon the heelsof a fow highly

publicised aircraft snags over
the past few weeks which drew
& gnikficant at ten thon in sectlons
off the media and the pubdic. In
recenit months, Air India hasalso
been subject to repulatory
actions by aviation safety reguo-
latorDirectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), a number of
whichwere aresultofvoluntary
tischosures by the aid ine

Followang the Al 171 oashm
Ahmedabad whichclaimed 260
lives, Alr India has been more
mutious than usual on issues
perta b o i ght cdety, Apant
from being proactive in volun-
tary disciosures refated to smags
with aircraftand onopemtional
issues that could impact flight
safety, the carrier has also
adopted a “safety pause™, which
involves additional valuntary
pre-flight techinical checks on
aimraftand adoptnga cautious
approach in fight opemitions,

This approach has also led
I ROnheE |.|i:.|:|.||:lr|.|||l in Air
India’s operations and evena
temporary curtailment of its
wide-body aircraft operations.
COm the road to recovery after
the Ahmedabad crash, Wilson
told employess that the air-
line’s performance on various
metrics has improved notably
imrecent months
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IndiGo flight heads back
after technical snag

HD Bureau

Flight 8E-1403, bound for
Abu Dhabi, diverted back to
Cochin International Air-
port in Kerala shortly after
two hours aloft, owing to a
technical glitch detected
aboard. The Airbus A320neo
aircraft had taken off from
Kochi at about 2310 on 6
September 2025 but retu-
rned at approximately 01:44,
with over 180 passengers
and six crew members ab-
pard.

Pilots opted to return as a
precautionary measure, and
the aircraft landed safelv.

IndiGo confirmed that

maintenance checks are
under way and that an alt-
ernative plane was arranged
swiftlv. A replacement air-
craft, operated with a new
crew—necessary due o fl-
ight duty hour regulat-

Abu

ions—departed  for
Dhahi at around 03:30.
IndiGo expressed regret
for the disruption, emp-

hasising its firm comm-
itment to the safety of cus-
tomersand crew.
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Air India Express flight lands
safely in Indore after mid-air

engine fault

GHK MNews Service
Naw Delhi, Sep 5

An Indore-bound Air India
Express flight from Delhi
carrying 161 passengers
made a "PAN-PAN" call
after developing a mid-air
engine fault, The Hindu-
stan Times reported.

The sipnal indicated
a non-life-threatening
emergency, and the pilot

requested priority land-
ing. The aircraft landed
safely at Indore's Devi
Ahilvabai Holkar Air-
port on Friday moming,
around 20 minutes behind
schedule. Airport authork
ties said precautionary
measures, including fire
and medical support,
were in place before land:
ing. All passengers were
reported safe.
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DGCA plans toallow import of up to 20-year-old
aircraft for commercial flight operations

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, Sep 5§

Aviation watchdog DGCA
is set to amend norms to
allow airlines to import
aircraft that are up to 20
years old at a time when
global supply chain woes
have been impacting plane
deliveries.

Currently, pressurised
aircraft that are up to 18
years old are permitted to
be imported into the coun-
try, subject to certain con-
ditions.

The DGCA has proposed
amendments to the Civil
Aviation Requirements
(CAR) pertaining to ‘Age of
Aircraft to be imported for
Scheduled/ Non-Scheduled
inchiding Charter, General
Aviation and other Opera-
tions’,

A senior official told
PTI that the draft CAR
proposes changes for pres-
surised aircraft permitted
to be imported subject to
certain conditions up to 20
yvears instead of 18 previ-

ously, un-pressurised air-
craft up to 25 years instead
of 20 previously.

According to the draft
CAR, pressurised aircraft
intended to be imported
and used in passenger
services (scheduled/ non-
scheduled) and general
aviation operation, shall
not have completed 20
years of age or 65 per cent
of designed economic life
in terms of pressurisation
cycle, whichever is earlier.

Pressurised aircraft are
those that can fly at higher
altitudes, generally above
10,000 feet. Narrow-body
and wide-body planes used
for commercial flights are
pressurised aircraft.

Unpressurised aircraft
rely on natural atmospher-
ic pressure and canonly fiy
at low altitudes, such as
trainer planes. Generally,
their altitudes are limited
to below 10,000 feet.

“In the case of unpres-
surised aircraft, the deci-
sion will be on a case-by-
case basis and on a com-

plete examination of the
record of the aircraft being
procured. Additionally,
the aircraft intended to be
imported shall have flown
50 hours during the last
six months. However, the
Director General of Civil
Aviation would not allow
such aircraft which are
more than 25 years old,”
the draft CAR said.

There are more than
800 leased aircraft in the
country that are used for
scheduled and non-sched-
uled operations.

In recent times, Indian
airlines have been expand-
ing their fleets and over
1,400 planes are on order.
With the availability of air-
craft becoming a challenge
due to global supply chain
issues, some carriers are
opting for taking planes on
lease for a short term.

Against this backdrop,
the amendments in the air-
craft import norms would
help provide more leeway
for airlines in terms of
leasing options.

6 SEPTEMBER. 2025
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IndiGo Abu Dhabi
flight returns

to Kochi after mid-
air snag

GK News Service
Mew Delhi, Sep &

AnAbu Dhabi-bound IndiGo
flight with over 180 passen.
gers on board returned to
Kochi early on Saturday
after developing a technical
snag mid-air, the Hindustan
Times reported,

Flight 6E-1403, which left
Kochi at 11.10 pm on Friday,
turned back and landed safely
at 1.44 am. Passengers were
later flown to Abu Dhabion
another aircraft around 3,30
am, the report said.

The aircraft involved
was an A0 neo, according
to flight tracking website
Flightradar24.
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Activist stopped from
boarding Ireland ﬂlght

Damien Lepcha

letters@hindustantimes.com

ITANAGAR: A look out notice
issued by the Arunachal Pradesh
police headquarters (PHQ) led to
anti-dam activist Bhanu Tatak
being stopped from flying
abroad on Sunday, senior offi-
cials confirmed.

Immigration authorities at the
Delhi airport cited the notice
while preventing her from board-
ing a flight to Dublin, Ireland,
where she was scheduled to begin
a three-month course at Dublin
City University on September 9.
Tatak, a legal advisor with Siang
Indigenous Farmer's Forum
(SIFF), has been a critic of mega
dam projects in the Siang valley,
arguing they endanger indigenous
rights and fragile ecosystems.

State's IGP Chukhu Apa con-

Bhanu Tatak

firmed the lookout notice but
declined to elaborate on the
grounds. “At least 10 cases have
been registered against Tatak, in
which she played a leading role,
including charges of instigating
crowds to violence, leading vio-
lent protests, and even encour-
aging women to manhandle a
cabinet minister,” Apa said.
DCP (IGI Airport) Vichitra
Veer said, “No such matter has
been reported to Delhi Police as
of now... Immigration authori-
ties may give an answer to it,”
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AKASA FLIES PAST
SPICEJET TO BE
THIRD-LARGEST
AIRLINE OF INDIA

Dipali Banka & Varun Sood

dipali.banka@livemint.com

MUMBAI/BENGALURU: Three
years after its debut, Akasa Air
soared past SpiceJet to become
the country’s third-largest air
carrier by revenue following a
sharp 24% sequential decline in
the latter’s revenue in the April-
June period.

SNV Aviation Private Ltd,
which launched its first com-
mercial flight in August 2022
under Akasa Air, in a disclosure
dated 14 July made to the minis-
try of corporate affairs, said its
provisional revenue from opera-
tions totalled 31,399.6 crore dur-
ing the April-June period. This
was a 22.2% rise from the
?,1454 crore in the April-June
2024,

On Friday, New Delhi-based
SpicelJet reported that its reve-
nue from operations fell 24%
sequentially and 35.6% from the
year-ago period to 31,059.8 crore
in the April-June quarter.

Mumbai-based Akasa Air has
consistently had a higher market
share than SpiceJet since May of
last year: Akasa's 5.5% share in
July was more than double that
of 2% of SpicelJet, according to
data released by the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation.

However, this is the first time
that Akasa’s revenue has sur-
passed that of Spicelel’s in a
quarter. Akasa ended FY25 with
34,582.72 crore in revenue and
31,983.4 crore in loss, compared
to ¥5,073.7 crore in revenue and
352.6 crore profit reported by
Spicelet,
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Air India being ‘more transparent than
usual’ in reporting incidents, says CEO

SUKALPSHARMA
MEWDELHI SEFTEMBER?

WITHTHE spotlightonAir India
in the aftermath of the tragic
crashof Bight Al 171 on june 12,
the Air India group has been
*more transparent than usual”
when il comes o reporting inc-
denrs and eventswith aircraft
nomater how small, which has
resulted in a perception of in-
creased incdents, Air India's
Chief Executive Olicer Campbell
Wilson said ina message toem-
ployees.

Wilson, however, added that
foran aithine group as larpe a5 Aar
India, the inadence rate is “en-
tirely normal®. The Air India
group inchedes full-service ar-
lime Air India and its no-frills car-
neranm Airindia Express.

“When the spotlight is onus,
ir's cruaial to offer timely, cear
amd acourate information and
the right context ., 5o over recent
wieeks war hunve been even mone
trarsparentthan isual in repon
ing incidents and events, how-
ever small This transparency
willl, over time, help build trust
In the short term though, it nat-
urally results in an uptick of
news coverage, and with more
than 1200 departuresevery sin
gl day—nearly one every
minute—acmoss the Air India

Group, itcan seem like alot In
context of our scale and size,
however, the mcdence rateis
entinety nommal” Wilson said.

Wilson also iold staffthat the
brand valees that matter most o
the Tata group aidine include
“staying grounded, focused, and
acting with authenticity andin-
tegrity. “whether or not some-
one s watching”.

Wilson's comments come
diose on the heels of a few highby
publicisad aircraltsnags over the
past Ewwesks, which drewsig-
nificant attent ion in sections of
the media and the public. In re-
cent months, Air India has also
been subject o regulatory ae-
tons by aviation safety regula-
tor Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCAYL, a number of
whichwensa result of voluntary
disclosures by the airdine

Follewing the Al 171 crash in
Ahmedabad which claimed 260

L

lives, Air India has bee nmore
cautiows than usual on issues
peaining to flight safety, Apart
from being proactive in volun-
tary disclosures related to snags
with aircraft and on operatbonal
issues that could impact Mhght
safety, the carrier has also
adopted a “sakety pause” which
imvohves additional voluntary
pre-flight technmcal checks on
atrerall and adopling A ciutiows
approach in fight operations.

This apgroach has also led to
some disruption in Air India's
opera tions and even a tempo-
rary curtallment of ks wide-
body aircraft operations,

Ot the road to recovery alter
the Ahmedabad crash, Wilson
told employees that the airlines
perlonmance on vanous metrics
has improved notably in recent
months,

FULLREPORT OM
wivnindiaespress com
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Akasa flies past Spicejet to
be India’s 3rd-largest airline

Alasa’s revenue rose over 22% to 1,400 crore, while Spicelet’s revenue fell 24% sequentially
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IndiGo flight snag

® KOCHI: An Abu Dha-
i-bound IndiGo filght
returned to Koch) early
on Samarday doe toa tech-
nical snag after belng alr-
borne for Gver two hours,
the Mght operator sald.
Somrees sald there wers
mare thar 180 PASSEnEers
and 6 crew members
cmnboard the alreraft.
The flight departed from
Kochl at 11.10pm on
Friday and retirned to
thae city avound 1.44am on
Saturday, sources sald. Fm
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Flight go-arounds, returns to
bay ‘entirely normal’: Al chief

Times News NETwoORK

New Delhi: Alr India chief
Camphbell Wilson has told em-
plovees that there is nothing
alarming about the go
around and flights returning
to the bay in context of the
carrier's “scale and size™ and
said that the “the incidence
rate is entirely normal®,

“Over the past few
months, our operations have
garnered significant atten-
tion... Like all airlines, we
face a variety of operational
scenarios — some of which
are under our control, and
some that are not, When the
spotlight isonus, it's crucial
to offer timely, clear and ac-
curate information and the
right context. So over recent
weeks we have beon even
moretransparent thanusual
in reporting incidents and
events, however small,” the
AirIndia MD & CEOQ said.

Al hopes this "“transpar-
ency will, over time, help
build trust”. But "in the
short term though, it natu-
rally results in an uptick of
news coverage, and with
more than 1,200 departures
every single day — nearly
one every minute — across
the Air India Group, it can
seem like a lot, In context of

In context of Air India’s scale
and size, the incidence rate is
entirely normal, Wilsen said

our scale and size, however,
the incidence rate is entirely
normal,” hesaid,

Tatas had acquired Al
along with Al ExpressinJan
2022 and returning the
Maharaja’s lost glory is
among the toughest chal-
lenges in contemporary
aviation. 5o over thres-and-
a-half years after the return
to founder Tata fold, Al is
still tackling multiple chal-
lenges, The DGCA has fined
Al on multiple occasions
over violations,

To be fair, Al iz not the
only airline that has faced
DGCA ire over alleged defi-

clencies and also  every
carrier faces the same from
time to time, But Al
Group and IndiGo are seen
as key to India's dream of
becoming an aviation super-
power as that requires
strong home airlines.

After the Ahmedabad
crash, in which 260 people
died, Al has downsized its
operations after June 12 for
factoring in things like en-
hanced aircraft checks and
plans to restore all interna-
tional flights from next
month, On his part, Camp-
bell Wilson said in his mess-
age to emplovees that “our
performance continues to
improve thanks to the collec-
tive efforts across the orga-
nisation.” These, according
to him, include improved on
time performance and bag-
gage handling.

“We've empowered our
front-line teams with the
ability to offer e-vouchers to
customers in cases where a
service shortfall has oc-
curred, such as for mishan-
dled baggage, and are also
working to extend this capa-
hility to our cabin crew, en-
abling them to provide on-
the-spot resolution to cus-
tomers during their jour-
ney,” he said,
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MaSu writes to
Centre about
inconvenience
on ATR flights

Times News Nemwoak

Chennai: Health minister Mo
Subramanian, has written to
union eivil aviation minister Kin-
jaropu Rammohan Naidu high-
lighting hardships faced by pas-
sengers Nying Mom Chennai o
Madurai on ATR aircrafi,

Paszsengers are sublecied 1o
“significant inconvenience and
mentatdizstress” as ATH flights are
parked at remiote bays fur from tho
main terminal of Chennai air-
port. Travellors are mode to take
long ehuttle bus rides to reach the
alreraf, he said, These ride are of
ten as long as or even longer than
the Might time o Madurai, he add-
il e said the situation was par-
ticularly diffieult for elderly, chil-
e, and those with health condi-
tions, as shuttle buses often lack
adeguale seating, forcing many o
stand throughout the journex

Omly ATR flightz were being
operated on high-demand roubes
sueh as Chennoi-Madurai, Chen-
nal Thoothukwdl, and Chennal
Trichy, said Subramanian.

“Deploving  larger  alrerall
such as Airbus would be a more ef-
felent solution given the heavy
passenger volume” the minister
=iid. Calling the remote parking
o ATR Mights & cost-2aving mea
sure. hesabd such practicesshould
not eome at the cost of passenger
comfort amd sufiety.

Adrport sources said they wers
ot to get any alert from the minis-
try regarding state health minis-
ter's letter, but added that the in
convenience would come down
when the work on the H taxiway is
completed. "Now. ATR flights are
operating from T4, Buses carrying
passengers between the terminal
and remote aireralt hays sre mada
to wadt wetdl the malkn ranway (s
cleared. This causes minor de-
lays,~ theysaid
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