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KIA-Kozhikode

Flybus service
from August 15

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
Karnataka State Road
Transport Corporation
(KSRTC) will launch a Fly-
bus service between Kem-
pegowda International Air-
port (KIA) and Kozhikode
from August15.

Two buses will operate
daily via Yelahanka, Heb-
bal, the Nayandahalli metro
station, Mysuru, Hunsur,
Gonikoppa, Ponnampet,
Kutta, Mananthawadi and
Kalpetta.

One service will depart
the airport at 10.45 pm and
reach Kozhikode at7.15am.
while the second will leave
at 4.15 am and arrive at
7.30 pm.

The fare has been fixed at
Rs 960 to Mysuru, Rs 1,200
to Gonikoppa, Rs 1,350 to
Mananthawadi, Rs 1,400
to Kalpetta and Rs 1,500 to
Kozhikode, KSRTC saidina
statement.
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Gadchiroli airport plan finally takes flight

Dhairya Gajara
MUMBAI

The Maharashtra Airport
Development Company
Limited (MADC) has initiated
a fresh bidding process to
appoint a specialised consul-
tant to handle forest diversion,
land revenue coordination
and statutory clearances for
the proposed greenfield air-
port in Gadchiroli after the

first round failed to attract sat-
isfactory bids.

Following protests by
farmers in Vidarbha,
Maharashtra had put the pro-
ject on hold despite adminis-
trative and financial sanction
of 10448 crore for land
acquisition, covering 31181
hectares across Shirapur
Chak, Guruwala, Hirapur and
Rakhi villages. The state is
now attempting to resume the

project and has issued a sec-
ond tender call to appoint a
consultant for land acquisi-
tion.

According to the e-tender
floated by MADC, the consul-
tant will coordinate between
MADC, district revenue auth-
orities, the Maharashtra
Forest Department. tribal
welfare authorities and the
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change.

The scope includes surveys,
mapping, tree enumeration,
forest rights compliance,
compensatory land transfers,
wildlife clearances and coor-
dination with government
bodies.

The consultant will conduct
differential global positioning
system surveys of forest, rev-
enue and private lands under
the project’s Right of Way,
carry out tree counting and

facilitate mandatory FRA and
Panchayat Extension to
Scheduled Areas Act com-
pliance. It will also acquire
private land for compensatory
afforestation and manage
approvals from  wvarious
departments. The appoint-
ment is aimed at ensuring
timely completion of regula-
tory processes required for
the airport project before con-
struction begins.
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Patna airport extends

free pick-up to 9 min,
doubles parking fee

Ruchir Kumar
ruchirkumar@ hindustantimes.com

PATNA : Private vehicle users at
Patna’s Jayprakash Narayan
International airport will now
get nine minutes of free access
for passenger pick-up and drop-
off, up from the seven-minute
window, following the imple-
mentation of a revised parking
fee structure under a new
agency, officials said on
Wednesday.

For parking up to 30 minutes,
the fee for private cars with up
to seven seats has doubled from
¥20 to 340, while the charge for
vehicles with more than seven
seats and autorickshaws has
increased from 20 to I80.
Charges for coaches, buses and
trucks have been raised sharply
from 30 to F200. Parking rates
for two-wheelers remain
unchanged at 10.

For parking between 30 min-
utes and two hours, the fee for
private cars (up to seven seater)
has been revised from ¥55 to
365, while charges for larger
passenger vehicles have
increased from 60 to IBO.
Parking charges for coaches,
buses and trucks have risen
from %70 to ¥300, while two-
wheeler parking continues at
5.

The revised tariff, effective
after nearly five years, also
increases charges for commer-
cial vehicles. Ola, Uber and
other commercial cabs will now
pay 235 for pick-up or drop-off,
compared with the earlier 40,

The airport has also intro-
duced a premium car parking
category. Under this facility,
cars parked in a designated pri-
ority area of the multi-level
parking complex will be
charged F100 for up to 30 min-

Jayprakash Narayan
International airport

FOR PARKING UP
TO 30 MINUTES,
THE FEE FOR
PRIVATE CARS
WITH UP TO SEVEN
SEATS HAS
DOUBLED FROM
20 TO M40

utes and 130 for parking
between 30 minutes and two
hours.

Vehicles parked beyond two
hours will attract an additional
charge of F10 per hour for cars
and 35 per hour for two-wheel-
ers. For parking between seven
and 24 hours, the fee has been
fixed at F195 for cars and 45
for two-wheelers.

According to airport authori-
ties, the revised tariff aligns
Patna airport’s parking charges
with those at airports in the
same ‘B’ category across the
country.

Around 3,000 wvehicles,
including private and commer-
cial vehicles, access the airport
daily. Of these, nearly 40% of
private vehicles and two-wheel-
ers leave within the free
pick-up/drop-off period, while
parking charges are collected
from the remaining around
1,800 vehicles each day.
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FIRST-TIME BUYERS TO GET PREFERENCE

DIPIKA KIROLA

NOIDA: The Yamuna Express-
way Industrial Development
Authority (YEIDA) is set to
launch two residential plot
schemes near Noida Interna-
tional Airport during Navratri,
offering another opportunity
for homebuyers seeking to
invest in the rapidly develop-
ing region.

The schemes, proposed in

Sector 3A, will offer residential
plots ranging from 40 square
metres to 300 square metres.
Officials said the schemes are
aitmed at both economically
weaker sections and the gen-
eral public. Plods measuring 40
square metres will be reserved
for workers and applicants
from economically weaker
sections, while plots ranging
from 162 1o 300 square melres
will be offered to peneral

YEIDA eyes Navratri
launch for two plots

category applicants.

Although the exact number
of plots is yet to be finalised,
the YEIDA board has already
approved the development of
around 4,000 residential plots.
The authority is expected to
announce  the application

schedule, pricing g and other eli-
gibility criteria shortly.

In'a move aimed at widen-
ing access o housing, YEIDA
has revised its allotment pol-
icy. Applicants who have
previously been allotted a resi-
dential plot under any hous-
ing scheme of Noida, Greater
Moida or YEIDA will be barred
from applying under the new
schemes. The move is intended
to give first-time homebuyers a

YEIDA plans 4,000 residential plots near Noida Int’l Airport

greater opportunity o secure
plots. YEIDA CEO Rakesh
Kumar Singh said the schemes
are being finalised and will
soon be registered with the
Real Estate Regulatory Author-
ity (RERA). The authority is
targeting a Navratr launch.

Eatlier this financial year,
YEIDA launched a scheme for
973 residential plots, which
altracted more than one lakh
applications.
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Manarrested withjewellery

worth31croreatcityairport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 6 August

A major gold smuggling
attempt was foiled on
Wednesday evening when
the Bidhannagar City Police
intercepted a scooter near
Kolkata airport and arrested
aRajasthan resident allegedly
transporting gold, diamonds
and other precious ornaments
worthmore than 31 crore. He
was produced in Barrackpore
sub-divisional court.
According to police, the
accused, identified as Ramavtar
Shamma, a resident of Rajasthan,
had allegedly collected the
jewellery from a person near
the airport and was attempting
to transport it out of the
airport area on a scooter.
Acting on specific intelligence,
officers of the NSCBI police
station, under Bidhannagar
Police Commissionerate,

intercepted the vehicle before
it could leave the vicinity.
During the search, police
recovered around 400 grams
of gold omaments, estimated
to be worth nearly $60 lakh.
They also seized several
hundred grams of silver along
with diamond-studded
jewellery and other precious
stones, including rubies and
emeralds. The total value of
the recovered ornaments is
estimated to exceed Rs 1
crore, police said.
Investigators suspect that
the consignment was being
transported to Burrabazar,
Kolkata's principal wholesale
T.radin[., hub. The scooter used
in the alleged smuggling
q}emnﬂnlmalbuh&nmm.
He was produced before the
Barrackpore courton Thursday,
where investigators got his
police custody for further
interrogation.
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‘Logical to allow airport

operators to run airlines’

Akasa Founder Dube Looks To Raise S110Mn
As Operating Costs Surge After Oil Price Rise

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhl: Akasa founder
and CEO Vinay Dube has
backed airport operators be-
ing allowed to hold bigger
stakes in airlines and run
them. Akasa, which turnsfo-
ur on Friday, is learnt to be
trying to raise about 3110 mil-
lion through debt and equity
as the rise in oll prices since
March has sent operating
costs spiralling for airlines
rlobally, with the weakening
rupee adding to the pressure
inIndia.

Dube, however, denied
being in touch with the Ada-
ni Group — India’s biggest
private sector air port opera-
tor (in terms of number of
airports)— for investment.

The aviation industry ve-
teran’s stance is In contrast
with that of India’s biggest
aidine IndiGo whose foun-
der and MD Rahul Bhatia
had recently flagged con-
cerns over conflict of inter-
est if the reported move toal-
low alrport operators to own
over 10% in carriers goes
through.

“We continue to be well
capitalised and recently got

| We continue to be well capitafised and .
recently got some funds under the
emergency credit ine guarantee scheme. | can
unequivocally say that neither we have reached
out to them (Adani), nor they to us... Losses don't
| worry me because financially we're doing

better than planned...

! —VINAY DUBE | FOUNDER & CEO, AKASA

some funds under the emer-
pency credit line puarantee
scheme. [ can unequivocally
say that neither we have rea-
ched out to them (Adani),
nor they to us. The idea of al-
lowing airport operators to
own and run aidines is logi-
cal as the country needs mo-
re competition. As far as the
apprehensions, [ am sure
govt will take them intoacco-
unt. Akasa itself is the bene-
ficiary of govt stand to pro-
mote competition,” sald Du-
be, who describes Akasa —
now India's third largest do-
mestic airline after IndiGo
and Alr India group—asan
experienceled carrier

Like all Indian airlines,
Akasa is also losing money
Since inception. It lost Rs
1,983 crore in FY25, almost
19% more than the previous
fiscal. Are the investors wor-
ried? “No, notatall. And, los-

ses don't worry me because
financially we're doing bet-
ter than planned. Because
‘we have planned for this and
have got jet fuel in our blood.
We're hardcore planners
and plan long term. Akasa
has got a lot of financial di-
scipline,” Dube sald.

The airline currently has
40aircraft in itsfleetand will
et three more this month. It
has 186 planes on order that
will be delivered till Dec
2032. “This April-June we
were operating 185 dally
fights and 75% of our ASKEM
capacity is deployed on do-
mestic and the remalning on
International routes. Furt
her alreraft orders and whet-
her we should go in for wide
bodies and regional jets will
belooked atafter about1-2 ye-
ars,” Dube said. Akasa cur-
rently has 5475 employees
Including 800 pilots.
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Night Flybus
to Kozhikode
from Aug 15

Bengaluru: Air travellers
heading to Kerala will soon
have a direct overnight bus
option from Kempegowda
International Airport
(KI1A), with Karnataka Sta-
te Road Transport Corpora-
tion (KSRTC) launching a
new Flvbus service betwe-
en the airport and Kozhiko-
defrom Augla.

Designed primarily for
airport passengers, the pre-
mium service will enable
travellersarrivingat KTA to
continue their journey to
north Kerala without ha-
ving to enter Bengaluru ci-
t¥ to board a bus. The servi-
ce will depart from KILA at
1.45pm every day and re-
ach Kozhikode at 7.15am.
Enroute, the buswillstopat
Yelahanka, Hebbal, Navan-
dahalli Metro station, My-
suru, Hunsur, Gonikoppa,
Ponnampet, Kutta. Manan-
thavady, and Kalpetta, offe-
ring convenient connectivi-
ty to Key destinations in
Karnatakaand Kerala.

KSRTC has fixed the fa-
re at Rs 1,500 for the entire
journey from Bengaluru
airport to Kozhikode, Pas-
scngers travelling to inter-
mediate destinations will
have to pay Rs 960 to Mysu-
ru, Rs 1,200 to Gonikoppa,
Rs 1,350 to Mananthavady,
and Rs 1,400 to Kalpetta.

The return service from
Kozhikode will depart at
7.30pm and reach KIA at
4.15am, making it a conveni-
ent option for passengers
catching early-morning in-
ternational and domestic
flights from Bengaluru. T
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‘Logical to allow airport

operators to run airlines’

Akasa Founder Dube Looks To Raise $110Mn
As Operating Costs Surge After Oil Price Rise

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Akasa founder
and CEQ Vinay Dube has
backed airport operators be-
ing allowed to hold higger
stukes in airlines and run
them. Akasa, which turnsfo-
ur on Friday, is learnt to be
trying toraiseabout $110mil-
lion through debt and equity
as the rise in oil prices since
March has sent operating
costs spiralling for airlines
globally, with the weakening
rupee adding to the pressure
inIndia.

Dube, however, denied
being in touch with the Ada-
ni Group — India’s biggest
private sector airport opera-
tor (in terms of number of
airports)—forinvestment.

The aviation industry ve-
teran’s stance is in contrast
with that of India’s biggest
airline IndiGo whose foun-
der and MD Rahul Bhatia
had recently flagged con-
cerns over conflict of inter-
est1f thereported move to al-
low airport operators to own
over 10% In carriers goes
through.

“We continue to be well
capitalised and recently got

better than planned...

We continue to be well capitalised and

recently got some funds under the
emergency credit line guarantee scheme, | can
unequivocally say that neither we have reached
out to them (Adani), nor they to us... Losses don’t
worry me because financially we're doing

—VINAY DUBE | FOUNDER & CEO, AKASA

some funds under the emer-
rency credit line guarantee
scheme. T can unequivocally
say that neither we have rea-
ched out to them (Adani),
northey to us. The idea of al-
lowing airport operators to
own and run airlines is Ingi-
cal as the country needs mo-
re competition. As far as the
apprehensions, 1 am sure
gsovtwill take them intoacco-
unt. Akasa itself is the bene-
ficiary of govt stand to pro-
mote competition,” said Du-
be, who describes Akasa —
now India’s third largest do-
mestic airline after TndiGo
and Air India group — as an
experience-led carrier.

Like all Indian airlines,
Akasa is also lesing money
Since inception. It lost Rs
1,983 crore in FYZ25, almost
18% more than the previous
fiscal. Are the Investors wor-
ried? “No, notat all. And. los-

ses don’'t worry me hecause
finanecially we're doing bet-
ter than planned. Because
we have planned for this and
have got jet fuel inour blood.
We're hardcore planners
and plan long term. Akasa
has got a lot of finanecial di-
scipline,” Dube said.
Theairline currently has
d0aircraftinitsfleet and will
getthree more this month. Tt
has 186 planes on order that
will be delivered till Dec
2032. “This April-June we
were operating 185 daily
flights and 75% of our ASKM
capacity is deployed on do-
mesticand the remainingon
international routes. Furt-
heraireraft orders and whet-
her we should go in for wide
hodies and regional jets will
belooked atafteraboutl-2ye-
ars,” Dube said. Akasa cur-
rently has 5475 employees
including 800 pilots.
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‘Logical to allow airport

operators to run airlines’

Akasa Founder Dube Looks To Raise $S110Mn
As Operating Costs Surge After Oil Price Rise

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Akasa founder
and CEO Vinay Dube has
backed airport operators be-
ing allowed to hold bigger
stakes in airlines and run
them. Akasa, which turns fo-
ur on Friday, is learnt to be
trying toraiseabout $110mil-
Tion through debt and equity
as the rise in oil prices since
March has sent operating
costs spiralling for airlines
globally with the weakening
rupee adding to the pressure
inIndia.
being in tonch with the Ada-
ni Group — India's biggest
private sector airport opera-
tor {in torms of mumber of
airports)—for investment.

The aviation industry ve-
feran’s stance is in contrast
with that of India's biggest
airline IndiGo whose foun-
der and MD Rahul Bhatia
had recently flagged con-
cerns over conflict of inter-
estif the reported move toal-
low airport operators toown
over 10% in carriers goes
through.

“We continue to be well
capitalised and recently got

“Wemmlmeloaeweﬂ:aptdbedud
recently got some funds under the

emergency credit Bne guarantes scheme. | can
unequivocally say that neither we have reached
out to them (Adanl), nor they to us... Losses dom't

7OAUGUST 2026

better than planned...

woITy me becagse financially we're doing

—VINAY DUBE | FOUNDER & CEQ, AKASA

some funds under the emer-
gency credit line puarantec
scheme. | can unequivocally
say that neither we have rea-
ched out to them (Adand),
nor they tons. The ideaof al-
Towing airport operators to
own and run airlines is logi-
cal as the country needs mo-
o competition. As far as the
apprehensions, [ am sure
govt will take them intoacen-
unt Akasa itself is the bene-
ficiary of govt stand to pro-
mote competition,” said Du-
be, who describes Akasa —
now India's third largest do-
mestic aifdine after IndiGo
and Air India group —as an
experience-led carrier

Like all Indian airlines,
Akasa is also losing money
Since inception. It lost Rs
1,982 crore in FY25, almost
19% more than the previous
fiscal. Are the investors wor-
ried? “No, notatall. And, los-

=05 don't worry me becanse
financially we're doing bet-
ter than planned. Becanse
we have planned for this and
have got jet foel in our blood.
We're hardeore planners
and plan long term. Akasa
has got a lot of financial di-
scipline,” Dube said.

The airline corrently has
40aircraft in its fleet and will
get three more this month. Tt
has 186 planes on order that
will be delivered till Dec
A2 “This April-June we
were operating 185 daily
flights and 75% of our ASKM
capacity 1s deployed on do-
mestic and the remaining on
international routes. Furt-
heraircraft orders and whet-
her we should go in for wide
bodies and regional jets will
belooked at afterabont 1-2 ye-
ars," Dube said. Akasa cur-
rently has 5475 employees
inclading 800 pilots.
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As aviation demand surges, Safran explores
exp anding India presence beyond engines

Ill:hl'l Vald
Mew Delhi

French ocrospace major
Safran is exploring oppor-
tunities to expand 2 pres-
ence in India beyvond afrcraft
engines as the country’s rap-
idly growing aviation market
creates demand across mul-
tiphe zegments of the

aerospace SCOEYELe ML

ANDIA, KEY PRIORITY"
Speaking o Mesinesciine,
Safran Indin CEQ and Coun
try Head 15 Gavankar said
India's aviation growth story
has made the market a stra-
tegic priority for the com-
pany across s business ver
ticals, including propulsion,
equipment and interiors,
"India’s aviation growth
story is compelling enough
to attract every division of

Safran,™ Gavankar added.

The company’s comments
come at a time when Indian
airlines have placed aircraft
orders  exceeding 2,000
planes, creating long-term
demand for aeroengine, avi-
atlon  components,  cabin
solutions and maintenince
BCTVICES.

At present, Safran s op-
erations in Indis focused on
areas that include alreraft
engines amd  acrospace
equipment, but the company
sees potential for deeper en-
papement across the aviation
value chain.

“With Indian carricrs hav-
ing ordered over 2,000 air-
craft and a rapidly growing
passenger base, the demand
pull for aviation interior
sodutions, including MRO, is
enprmoiis,” sald Gavankar,

The company, however,
did not disclose any specific

timeline or investment plan
for thee future in India,

The expansion of aircraft
manufacturing and services
capabilitics has become akey
focus area for India as the
country seeks w increase do-
mestic value additon in
aviation,

Besides aircraft  opera
tiong, the growth of airlines
is expected to create demand
for girceaft interiors, seating

systems, cabin  equipment
and other aviation-related
products, Safran's India rev-
enue is targeted to increase
multifold over the coming
vears, with deeper participa-
tion across multiple business
lines expected to support
this growth.

“Safran will eriple its rev-
enue 1o exceed €2 hillion by
2030, of which half will be
generated by our sites in In-
dia. In the near future, Safran
will doulble its supplier net-
witk as part of irs plan o ex-
pand the supplier ecosystem
i Inedi, " he said.

SOURCING ACTIVITY
Furthermaore, Safran has an-
nouticed plans o multiply
sourcing activity from India
by five times by 2030 as In
dian aerospace suppliers be-
come integrated into its
global supply chain,
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IndiGo, Embraer in talks

for large regional jet order
—

X
= . o =

InterGlobe Awnation, the parent
company of IndiGa, is in talks
with Embraer over a possible
large regional |et order, sources
said Indizo s considering
purchasing dozens of Embraer
E2 aircraft to replace its fleet of
turboprop-powered ATHs as
well 25 to bolster capacity, they
said. The discussions are at an
early stage and there's no
Buaranes of an onder, they
s mocmme
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Akasa Air ramps up ops with aircraft addition

Amnh Phadnis
Mumbai

Akasa Air signalled quicker
capacity  expansion  and
folled ot a lovalty pro
gramme as it completed four
vears of operations on
Friday.

Akaza Air operates 40 air-
crift 10 36 destinathons and
is the third largest domestic
girline behind IndiGo and
Air India,

“In the last 12 months we
have added 10 aircraft and
this pace will only increase.
This month we are getting
three sireraft,” Akasa Air's
Chief Exccutive Officer
Vinay Dubse said.

This year, Akasa Air has
lnunehed o antouced five
destinations — Navi Mum-
bai, Noida, Jaipur, Udaipur
and Hanoi, Dube said the air-
ling plans 1o add two more
destinatbons in this fiscal,

IO ASPIRATION

Dube said demand has held
up despite higher fares amid
a tough operating environ-
ment.

“In the June-end quarter,
we grew short of 20 per cent
which was great. Fuel cost
was higher and we were un-
able to pass on the entire
oSt o passengers. However,
we are pleased that demand
has held up," he added.

Akasa Air's West Asia op-

Ak

erations were also less im-
pacied compared to its big-

ger rivals Air India and
IndiGa,

Jeddah, which is one of
Akasa Air's main destination
in West Asia, did not come

under attack during the con-
fiict. Apart from  mormal
tlights, Akasa Air also oper-
ated Haj charter flights, earn-
ing valuahle foreign
exchange.

We will zee how the vear
pans out. There is still volat-
ility in fuel and foreign ex-
change rates due to the war
and it is too early to say on
profitability for the full vear,
However, that said it does
not change our aspiration to
taunch an [PO in the next 2-4
wears," Dube said.

LOYALTY PROGRAMME

“As we enter our fifth vear,
our focus remaing firmby on
disciplined growth, opera-
tional excellence, employes

centricity and delivering dif-
ferentiated experiences for
our customers,” Dube said.

Alkaza Air said it's lovalty
programme  Akasa Elevare
will emable members 1o earn
!:ulnts of Mights amd aneil
ary products while provid-
ing exclusive  benefits
through fast and easy tier
progression.

Akasa Abr is dlso offering &
limited period retro claim
that will allow passengers to
earn points for their travel
with the asirline even before
the launch of Akasa Elevate.

Passengers who  have
flown with Akasa Air since
April 1 can join Akasa Elevate
and claim their points
retrospectively.
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IndiGo in early talks
with Embraer for large
regional jet order

InterGlobe Aviation Lid, the parent company
of India'sbiggest airline IndiGo, is in talks with
Embraer SA over a possible large regional jet
order, according to people famillar with the
matter. IndiGo is considering purchasing
dozens of Embraer E2 aircrafi to replace iis
fleet of turboprop-powered ATREs aswellasto
bolster capacity, said the people, who asked
not to be identified because the information
is confidential. The discussions are atan early
stage and theres no guarantee of an ordet,
theysaid. Adeal, which could be valued at bil-
lionsof dollars before customary industry dis-
counts are applied, would be the biggest for
the Brazilian manufacturer in India and
brings it closer to establishing a full aircraft
assembly line in the country. Embraer Chief
Executive Officer Francisco Gomes MNeto has
previously sald the planemaker needs towin
orders for at least 200 of its E175 regional jets
before it considers an Indian assembily faciliy.
Spokespersons for IndiGo and Embraer did
not immediately respond to an emailed
request for comuments, BLOGMBERG
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Air India pushes new
framework for pilots

AirIndia pilots who are eligible and want to
become commanders on narrow- and wide-
body planes will be compulsorily required to
shift 1o Air India Express, with the Tata
Group-owned loss-making airline putting in
place a new framework based on a common
seniority pool, according to sources. Under
the framework, senior first officers shifting
to Alr India Express for narrow-body Boeing
737 planes will be given a one-time bonus of
10 lakh and the existing commanders of
these aircraft at Air India Express will be
paid ¥21 lakh over a three-year period, the
sourcessaid. Upon getting the commander-
ship, the sources said such pilots will be
required to be at the operating base chosen
by Air India Express for at least two vears,
which can be extended by up to six months.
Onece that period is complete, they would be
allowed to choose their operating base
depending on eligibility. PTI
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AVERTED | DISASTER | Batik Air flight from Kuala Lumpur lands safely at Kochi

Unruly flyer sparks mid-air scare

DC CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUG &

A mid-air aceldent was
narrowly avoided on a
Batik Air Might [from
Kuala Lumpur to Kochi
when a passenger alleged-
ly broke an emergency
window panel and
attempted to foreibly open
the emergency exit door
The 36-year-old unruly
passenger was subdued by
the crew and fellow trav-
ellers, and was taken into
custody by CISF personnel
after the plane landed safe.
ly at Cochin International
Airport.

The accused, identifled
as Jamsheer Athanikkal, a
native of Palakkad. eur-

rently living in
Sreemoolanagaram, was
handed over to the
Nedumbassery police,
where his arrest was
recorded. The incident
oceurred on Batlk Alr

Flight OD231, operated by
a Boeing 737 alreralt on
Wednesday,

According to the FIR, the
incident happened while
the aircraft was crulsing
towards Kochi between
930 pm and 1105 pm.
Jamsheer, seated in 124,
allegedly began acting
erratically before forceful-

o THE COMPLAINT was
lodged by securltr in
charge of Batik Air at
Cochin airport. Police
stated that the passenger
may have been under the
influence of alcohol or
experienceda
psychological episode,

ly kicking and breaking
the emergency exit win:
dow panel,

According to police,
Jamsheer attempted to
open the emergency exit
door despite knowing his
actions could endanger
the safety of the aircraft
and everyone on board.

When cabin crew mem-
bers and fellow passengers
tried to restrain him, he
allegedly pushed them
away and issued wverbal
threats, causing panic
inside the aircraft.

The plane landed safely
at Cochin airport around
11,10 pm, where CISF air-
port security staflf took
Jamsheer into custody

and handed him
over to the Nedumbassery
police,

The complaint was

lodged by security in
charge of Batlk Alr at
Cochin airport. Police
stated that the passenger
may have been under the

influence of alcohol or
experienced a psychologi-
cal episode. However, the
preliminary probe does
not suggest intoxicated
behaviour.

Jamsheer has been
booked under Section
351(3) of the Bharativa
Nyaya Sanhita (criminal
intimidation), Section 11A
of the Alrcraft Act, 1934
(acts endangering the safe-
ty or security of an air-
craft and its passengers),
and Section 118(e) of the
Kerala Police Act, 2011
(knowingly committing an
act that causes danger to
the public or a failure in
public safiety)
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IndiGo in talks with
Embraer forjet order

BLOOMBERG

August T

INTERGLOBE AYIATION,
THE parent company of
India's biggest airline
IndiGo, is in talks with
Embracr 5A over a
possible large o

regional jet order, £
accordifg to peo-
plr tamibar with |

the matter.
Indilio is conmd
ering  purchasing

dozens of Embraer EZX

alreraft to eplace lts feet of
turboprop-powered AT as
well as to bolster capacity,
sald the prl:l]:lh‘. who asked
not to be identified beause
the information is confiden-
tial. The discussions are at

an earty stageand there's no
guarantee of an order, they
said
i deal, which could be
valued at billions of dollars
before customary industry
ciscounts are applied, would
be the biggest for the
Braziian manufactur-
er in India and brings
it clomer to sstablish-
| ing a full aircraft
assembly line In the
country, Embraer CEQ
Franciseo Gomes Neto
s prr'\|.'1r||1'1|.'!.I said the
planemaker needs to win
arders for at least 200 of its
EL175 regional jets before it
considers an Indian asssm-
bly facility.

Continved on Page 10

IndiGo in talks with Embraer for jet order

SPORESPERSCM S FOR INDGDY
amd Embraer did not bnumeadi-
ately mespond to an emailed
request for comments, India s
thewardd's therd -largest market
for alr ravel and growing
rapidlyaccording tathe indus

try body LAT A Butwith no com

it al asseriibby mthe cotmt 1y,

the industry relies on foreign
manufaeteers for ther planes,
IndiGo and Air india hold some
of the industry's larpest orders
for new Aidruxand Bosing jets.

Adani partnership
Embraer has - already

announoed a Be-up with the

Adani Group to bardld ainoraft in
Indis. The Brazillan firm alsa
inaugum ted its India office in
New Delhi last October. 5epa

mtely, Embrmer isintalks wath
Star Adr, ower the purchase of as
manyas 10 atrc it forabout $1
billion, Blsemberg Mews has pre

wunisly 1t-p|1r1|.-1{

IndiGo's flect sioad at 441
planes, including 46 ATR
regional turboprops, according
tocompany data Theairfine still
has SO0 atrcraft dated for dediv-
ery overthe next decade and has
onclered muost of Bs planesfrom
Alrbus, making an Embraer
onderas pul]mrll ahift



AIRPUH 'S AU T HDPIT Y OF INUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS DELHI 8 AUGUST 2026

Akasa Air launches
loyalty scheme on
fourth anniversary

AKASA AIR HAS
x entered the airfine

layalty

programime space

with the launch of ‘Akasa
Elevate’. Launched on the
airline’s fourth anniversary
ondugust 7, the
programme enables
members to earn and
redeem points on flight
bookings and ancillary
services. The move comes a
little over two years after
market leader IndiGo
intreduced its BlueChip
loyalty programme.
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AirIndia
pushes new
framework

for pilots

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Hew Dethi/ Mumbal August T

AIR INDIA PILOTS whoare el
gible and want to become
commanders on narmw- and
witle |1.1.'!1' |1|.-||'|H will be com
pulsority required toshift toAir
Imadla Fxepress, with the Tala
Group-owned  Joss-making
alellne putting in plee a
now framework based on a
common s=nty pool acomod-
i tosroes,

Underthe framework, senior
fimt otficers shiftingtoAir Inds
Expess fornarmow- body Boeing
737 planes will be pven aone
time bomus of €10 lakh and the
existing commanderns of these
aircrafiat Air India Express will
b paid €211 Lakh over a thres-
yearperiod, the sources said.

F poary et 0 g thee eoemrman -
|1rﬂhrp_ the smrrces said such
pllotswillbe reguinad tobeatthe
operating hase chosen h}' Alr
India Express for at least two
yeam, which mnbe extended by
LI T 38 IO
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Passenger held for trying to open
emergency exit on Kochi flight

Press Trust of India

lettars@hindustantimes.com

KOCHI: A passenger was arrested
for allegedly attempting to open
the emergency exit of a Kuala
Lumpur-Kochi flight, damaging
its window panel and threatening
tellow passengers and cabin crew,
police said on Thursday.

The accused was identified as
Jamsheer Athanikkal, who was
travelling on Batk Air flight

0D231 from Kuala Lumpur to
Kochi on Wednesday. According
to the FIR, the incident occurred
between 9.30 pm and 1105 pm
while the aircraft was in flight
The FIR alleged that Athanik-
kal tried to force open the air-
craft’'s emergency exit, damaged
its window panel and threatened
fellow passengers, thereby endan-
gering the safety of those on
board. Police said he has been

booked under Section 351(3) of

the BNS for criminal intimidation,
Section 1LA of the Aircraft Act for
violating safety or security direc-
tions, and Section 118(¢) of the
Kerala Police Act for acts endan-
gering public safety.

“Jamsheer Athanikkal, an
Indian national from Palakkad
district, allegedly damaged a win-
dow panel inside the aircraft dur-
ing the flight. After landing, he
was taken into custody...,” the
CIAL said.
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Check 737 Max for cracks, FAA tells airlines

Bloomberg

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: The US aviation
regulator has asked operators of
471 Boeing Co. 737 Max jets to
undertake checks for cracks of a
component that could under-
mine the structural integrity of
the aircraft.

The affected area impacts a
component that structurally
reinforces the front-door frame

on some 737 planes, Boeing
said. It requires an inspection of
the fuselage panelling, accord-
ing to the airworthiness direct-
ive. The Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) said the
directive, posted on Thursday,
would apply from September 10.
The checks apply to in-service
models of the new-generation
Max jet including the 8, 9 and
8200 variants.

“The FAA is issuing this AD

to address the unsafe condition
on these products,” the agency
said, adding that the cracks
could lead to the structural
integrity of part of the plane to
be “adversely” compromised.
Boeing said it has been work-
ing with airline customers over
the past six years after identify-
ing the issue. It say the FAA-
mandated checks stem from
similar inspections for older
generation 737NG jets in 2021

“The FAA Airworthiness
Directive published today man-
dates the inspections, as it did
for the 737 Next Generation,” a
Boeing spokeswoman said in a
statement. “We support both
directives and continue to sup-
port our airline customers.”

The US planemaker said it
has already conducted an engi-
neering analysis and is working
through changes to prevent
future cracking.
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INDIGO IN TALKS
WITH EMBRAER
FOR REGIONAL JETS

Bloomberg
feedback@bvemint.com

InterGlobe Awiation Ltd., the par-
ent company of India’s biggest
airline IndiGo, is in talks with
Embraer SA over a possible large
regional jet order, according to
people familiar with the matter.

IndiGo is considering pur-
chasing dozens of Embraer E2
aircraft to replace its fleet of tur-
boprop-powered ATRs as well as
to bolster capacity, said the peo-
ple, who asked not to be identi-
fied because the information is
confidential.

The discussions are at an early
stage and there’s no guarantee of
an order, they said.

A deal, which could be valued
at billions of dollars before cus-
tomary industry discounts are
applied, would be the biggest for
the Brazilian manufacturer in
India and brings it closer to
establishing a full aircraft assem-
bly line in the country. Embraer
chief executive officer Francisco
(Gomes Neto has previously said
the planemaker needs to win
orders for at least 200 of its E175
regional jets before it considers
an Indian assembly facility.

Spokespersons for IndiGo and
Embraer did not immediately
respond to an emailed request
for comments.
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Al to restore most
international flights
from September 1

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

Months after cutting al-
most 27% of global routes
in response to soaring fuel
costs, Air India will restore
most international services
from September 1 and add
frequencies on several key
long-haul routes.

Additional frequencies
“Though fuel prices re-
main higher than before
the Middle East conflict
and remain volatile, they
have moderated from their
initial peak, so as well as
the restorations we will be
adding additional frequen-
cies,” Al chief executive of-
ficer Campbell Wilson
wrote to employees.

Al would also add frequencies
on key long haul routes.

Though the restored
schedule is yet to be for-
mally announced, Air In-
dia had said in May, that it
was suspending 145 weekly
international flights bet-
ween June and August, af-
fecting routes across North
America, Europe, South-
east Asia, SAARC and the
Far East.
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Air India revamps
pilot pay, career path

to curb attrition

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

In a bid to stem pilot attri-
tion and strengthen reten-
tion, Air India has unveiled
a revamped pay and career
progression package that
includes an 8-15% increase
in fixed salary, higher fly-
ing pay for hours beyond
the guaranteed 40-hour
threshold, and new incen-
tives for Boeing 737 pilots
to address cockpit shortag-
es at Air India Express.
Following its privatisa-
tion, Air India introduced a
40-hour guaranteed pay
structure in 2022, well be-
low industry leader Indi-
Go’s 70-hour guarantee, a
disparity that contributed
to pilot attrition. The latest

overhaul is aimed at nar-
rowing that gap.

While Air India’s 40-
hour guaranteed pay struc-
ture remains unchanged,
pilots will receive an 8-15%
increase in fixed pay. Air
India has also increased
productivity pay for flying
beyond the guaranteed 40
hours translating into high-
er monthly earnings as pi-
lots fly more hours.

To encourage pilots to
work at low-cost carrier Air
India Express, which is
grappling with a shortage
of crew, a Boeing 737 fleet
allowance of ¥21 lakh for
commanders and 10 lakh
for senior first officers
payable over three years
has been introduced for
the first time.



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MORNING STANDARD DELHI g AUGUST 2026

Phuket flight episode raises questions: Experts

5 LALITHA @ Mew Dethi

The severe turbulence that hit
the Air India plane AI2379 from
Phuket to Delhi on August 5 in-
juring 17 on board, including
four female crew members, has
raised gquestions on cockpit
crew training for weather con-
ditions, adherence to basic
rules by the crew and the be-
haviour of passengers.

Aviation safety consultant
and former Boeing aircraft in-
structor Captain Mohan Ran-
ganathan called it “very poor
airmanship.” Insisting that the
injuries in the turbulence be
called *an accident™ and not an
incident, Ranganathan ques-
tioned whether the pilots made
a call for the seat belts to be fas-
tened by the passengers. “The
injuries suffered by many pas-
sengers and the cabin crew,
who also should have been in
their seats in such situations,
point out that this was not
done,” he added.

The Captain had steered his
flights to safety during chal-
lenging events like the Chennai
cvclone in 1976, Singapore
sgquall in 199 and a typhoon in

There is a general caution ghven by
cabin crew to passengers to leave the
seat belts loosely unfastensed even
under normal clreumstances. Detalls

from the DFDR will help us get an
accurate picture

Captain € § Randhawa, FIP president

Hong Kong the same year. He
sald excellent training backed
by his experience helped him
land the planes safely in dan-
perous situations.

Insisting that pilots need to
be better trained, the expert
said airlines fill up slots with
people lacking enough exper-
tize and experience. “In case of
any such incident, the cockpit
crew should have taken the
plane to the nearest airport.

‘Why did they take it up to Delhi
airport for landing? In this case.
four of the cabin crew members
were also injured. If any emer-
gency happened on board, how
would they be able to manage it
when they are not fit™
Explaining that the tempera-
ture in the atmosphere is dis-
played continuously in the
cockpit gauge for the crew to
monitor, the expert said they
would know in advance about
the approaching weather con-
ditions. “The autopilot in the
plane is on and the Manage
Board needs to be moved to the
Manual Board position by the
pilot. The cockpit crew needs to
ride the wave,” he said.
Federation of Indian Pilots
president Captain C 8§ Rand-
hawa =aid it must first be ana-
lvsed if the pilots cautioned the
passengers to put on their seat
belts. “There is a general cau-
tion given by cabin crew to pas-
sengers to leave the seat belts
Inosely unfastensd even under
normal circumstances. Details
from the digital flight data re-
corder (DFDR) will help us get
an accurate picture of what
happened,” he said.

Form aviation
authority, pilot
body urges Modi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Dethi

STEESSING that the establish-
ment of an independent avia-
tion safety regulator; the Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA) ,
would ensure enhanced over-
sight as well as safer skies for
passengers, the Federation of
Indian Pilots (FIP) has written
to the Prime Minister's Office
and the Cabinet Secretary urg-
ing for creating it the earliest.
The communication sent on
Thursday calls for the the Di-
rectorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) to be replaced.

FIP president Captain C 8
Randhawa told this newspaper,
“Unlike the DGCA, which falls
under the purview of civil avia-
tion ministry, the CAA will be
independent to take its own de-
cisions. A body of this nature
will recruit more staff and en-
sure better oversight.”
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Senior first officers must join Al
Express to become commanders

PIONEER NEWS SERVIGE
B New DelhiMumbai

AirIndia pilots who are eligi-
ble and want to become
commanders on namow-and
wide-body planes will be
compulsorily required to shift
to Air India Express, with the
Tata Group-owned loss-
making airline putting in
place a new framework
based on a common senior-
ity pool, according to sources.

Under the framework,
senior First Officers
(FOs)shifting to Air India
Express for narrow-body
Boeing 737 planes will be
given a one-time bonus of
710 lakh and the existing
commanders of these air-
craft at Air India Express will
be paid %21 lakh over three
years, the sources said.

Upon getting the com-
mandership, the sources
said such pilots will be
required to be at the operat-
ing base chosen by Air India
Express for at least bwo years,
which can be extended by
up to six months. Once that
period is complete, they
would be allowed to choose
their operating base depend-
ing on eligibility.

There was no official
comment from Air India on
the new framework.

Two senior pilots, who
are with Air India Group,
told PTI that the new frame-

work has been mooted
amid intense competition
among airlines for hiring
senior pilots, attrition and
also lesser flying hours at
present.

Air India has more than
3,500 pilots while Air India
Express has over 2,000
pilots. Together, they have
a fleet of around 300 air-
craft. Air India does not
have any Boeing 737 air-
craftin its fleet.

Details about the number
of senior first officers, as well
as the count of narrow-
body and wide-body pilots
at Air India, could not be
immediately ascertained.
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Air India picks new chief

AMIYAKUMAR

KUSHWAHA
New Delhi: Alr India on
Wednesday named former
Ethiopian Airlines chief Te-
wolde Gebremariam as 1ts
CEO, tapping the Industry
veteran to steer the carrier's
turnaround as it struggles
with losses and helghtened
scrutiny following last year's
deadly crash.

Gebremariam led Ethio-
plan Alrlines for more than
a decade, overseelng a mul-
ti-billion-dollar expansion that
turned 1t into Africa’s largest
airliine group, with revenue
more than quadrupling and fts
fleet tripling during his tenure.

Tewolde Gebremariam

He also navigated Ethio-
plan Alrfines through two of
Its blggest crises, the Covid-19
pandemic without govern-
ment bailouts and the fatal
2019 Boaing 737 MAX crash.

Gebremariam succeeds

Campbell Wilson, the former
Singapore Alrlines executive
appointed in 2022 to lead Alr
India‘s turnaround after its
takeover by the Tata Group.

Wilson will step down on
September 30 after serving
his notice. Gebremariam will
take charge of an atriine grap-
pling with mounting financial
and operational challenges,
including helghtened regu-
latory scrutiny following the
‘X025 crash that killed 260 peo-
ple, disruptions from the West
Asia conflict and Pakistan's
alrspace ban, which have
lengthened routes and ralsed
fuel and operating costs.

N. Chandrasekaran, chatr-
man of Tata Sons and Alr

India, said, “Having complei-
ed the initial phase of stabili-
sation, Integration, and fleet
commitments under Camp-
bell's guidance, Alr India 1s
now entering a critical exe-
cutlon and expansion era. Te-
wolde's track record in build-
ing one of the world's most
efficient and profitable alritne
groups makes him uniquely
sutted to lead Alr India.”

Gebremariam said, “It1s a
profound honotir to be entrist-
@d with leading Alr India... Alr
India carries an incredible
legacy, and the opportunity
to build a world-class global
alriine that reflects Indla’s ex-
traordinary economic poten-
tial 1s uniquely exciting.”
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