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9 workers at Chennai
airport sacked for
being part of a union

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Nine workers engaged in
cargo work at Chennai air-
port have reportedly been
terminated for being part
of a union.

Vahidha Nizam, secre-
tary of AITUC and presi-
dent of Chennai Vimana
Nilaya Cargo Thozhilalar-
gal Sangam, said hundreds
of workers are employed in
the cargo area of Chennai
airport, and that a signifi-
cant number of them are
part of the sangam.

Nearly a month ago, the
employees sent a letter to
AAI Cargo Logistics and Al-
lied Services Company Ltd
(AAICLAS) — which manag-
es cargo operations at
Chennai airport — and to
its contractor who pro-
vides manpower.

“We informed AAICLAS
and its contractor that
there is a union here. It
was only a letter of intima-
tion. We wanted to have a
cordial relationship with
them. But soon after that
letter reached the contrac-
tor, they terminated nine
employees whose names
were mentioned in the let-
terhead. These employees
have faced the wrath of the
management for the sim-
ple reason that they
formed a union. The termi-
nation of employees is in
gross violation of their con-
stitutional rights. As per
Section 5 of the Industrial
Disputes Act, it amounts to
‘unfair labour practice’
that is a punishable of-
fence,” Ms. Nizam said.

No response
She noted that despite re-
peated attempts to reach

Despite repeated
attempts to reach out
to the contractor on
the issue, there has
been no response,
says secretary of
AITUC Vahida Nizam

out to the contractor, there
has been no response.

“We spoke to AAICLAS,
which says this is between
the workers and the con-
tractor, and that it cannot
intervene in the matter.
But AAICLAS is the princi-
pal employer. It can speak
to the contractor, resolve
the issue, and get the work-
ers reinstated,” Ms. Nizam
added.

M. Murugan, general se-
cretary of Chennai Vimana
Nilaya Cargo Thozhilalar-
gal Sangam and one of the
employees who lost his
job, said the previous con-
tractors never objected to
the formation of a union.
“We relentlessly worked
for 12 hours a day for years
now, and this is what has
happened to us. We are
part of this union only to
protect our rights when
there is a violation or to ask
for an increase in wages
when needed. When eve-
ryone deserves a wage hike
periodically, we too need
it. I am now working as a
cab driver to make ends
meet but the others have
not found any job yet,” he
said. An ofhcial of AAI-
CLAS said, the issue has to
be resolved between the
workers and the contrac-
tor. “The contractor offers
a lot of benehts. We do not
know why they (the em-
ployees) want to form a un-
ion,” the official added.
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Man, who attempted to smuggle Indian star
tortoises, dlstracted authorltles&fled airport

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

A consignment of 896 Indian
star tortoises was seized by cus-
toms officials at Bengaluru’s
Kempegowda International
Airport (KIA) on Tuesday.

Identified as Abdul Moham-
med Kasim from Tamil Nadu,
he was flying to Kuala Lumpur
onMalaysia Airlines (MH193).
He had packed the tortoises in
bed sheets and pillow covers,
stuffing theminside his check-
in baggage.

Kasim entered the air-
port around 10 pm. When he
sensed trouble around noon,
he changed his clothes, misled
officials by claiming he had
entered Terminal 2 by mistake
and escaped by booking a cab.

Acoiisighmentof 898 idian
star tortoises was seized at
KIA on Tuesday.

“The customs officials no-
ticedmovementinthebaggage
andbecamesuspicious. Asthey
began inspecting, the accused
distracted them and fled,” said
asource atthe airport.

All 896 tortoises were found
alive and will bereleased intoa

protected wildlife zone by the
Forest Department.

This is the third wildlife
smuggling case at KIA in the
last 15 days. Officials said the
airport has become a growing
hub for trafficking animals
such as tortoises, turtles, gib-
bons, and exotic birds.

“These are just the cases we
have caught. Many others may
be flying under the radar,” said
a Forest Department official.
He stressed the need for stron-
ger coordination among cus-
toms, airport authorities, and
the Forest Department.

Meeting today
Forestdepartmentofficials will
meet the Joint Commissioner
of Customson Thursday to dis-
cuss tighter measures.
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DELHI AIRPORT ON
HIGH ALERT AFTER
INTEL WARNING
ABOUT TERROR

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS), the secu-
rity arm of the civil aviation minis-
try, has issued an order directing
all stakeholders to maintain
“heightened surveillance” at
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional (IGI) Airport following intel-
ligence inputs suggesting a poten-
tial attack.

Dated August 5, the order was
sentto Airports Authority of India
(AAI), CISF, Indian Air Force, air-
port operators, and police com-
missioners. It came a day after
BCAS issued a general advisory
warning of possible threats from
“anti-social elements,”

“Agencies have highlighted a
high probability of an attack at IGI
Airport... however, no specific
timeline has been provided.
Accordingly, heightened surveil-
lance and security measures must
beimplemented,” the order stated.
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AIRPORT TERMINALT1D CANOPY COLLAPSE
Panel blames ‘inferior
workmanship’, DIAL
says it is ‘satisfactory’

One person was killed after a portion of acanopy at Delhi
airport’s T1 collapsed in June last year during heavy rain. File

DEVANSHMITTAL
MEW DELHI, AUGUSTY

RETROFATTING KEY structural el-
ements, upgrading drainage sys-
tems, and rechecking the design
and seismic safetyol Terminal 1D
at Delhi Airport - these were
some of the measures taken by
the Delhi Interational Airport
Limited (DIAL) to ensure there is
no repeat of June last year’s inci-
dent when a portion of the
canopy at the departure forecourt
had collapsed during heavy rain,
killing one person.

After the last year's incident
killed 45-year-old cab dnver
Ramesh Kumar and injured nine
others, the Ministry of Civil
Aviation formed a high-level com-
mittee comprising structural en-
gineers from IIT Delhi and 1T
Jammuto look into the matter.

DIAL had then stated that the
primary cause of the collapse
seemed to be continued heavy
rain, pointing out that the city had
received the highest 24-hour rin-
fallon june28 —thedayofthein-
cident — since 1936,

In areport submitted to the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation{DGCA)onOctober 1 last
year, the committee had flagged
discrepancies in design, work-
manship, and maintenance as
possible reasons behind the
canopy collapse and recom-
mended measures.

The Indien Express has ac-
cessed the report under the Right
to Information Act.

Talking to The Indian Express,
a DIAL spokesperson said it had
responded to the committee
with additional information, de-
sign calculations, and test reports
of National Accreditation Board
for Testing and Calibration
Laboratories (NABL}-accredited
agencies, proving that the “de-
signand the workmanship are
satisfactory”.

Thecommittee found that the
canopy collapse was primarily
caused by the failure of a welded
joint at a keyconnection between
ahonzontal beam and a flaredcol-
umn. Inits report, the committee
said the design had assumed the
beam to be connected at the top
of the column, but on site, it was
welded “at an intermediate level
below the top ends", which
thanged the path through which
forces were transferred and in-
creased stress at the welded joint.

“Most of the welds were not
properly executed,” the report
said, pointing to “inferior work-
manship in fabrication and exe-

$The IndianEXPRESS

cution, particularly welded
connections”.

“Incessant rain caused anac-
cumulation of wateron the roof,
and the capacity of the welded
connection was finally breached,”
the report said, spedfyingthat the
final trigger was theincessant rain,
and theweld aacked due toits in-
ferior quality. It added thatonce
the joint failed, the structure ex-
perienced a “sequential failure of
different structural elements”.

Thereportalso found that the
live load was underestimated,
While the Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) mandates 0,75
kPafor suchstructures, the report
noted that only 0.5 kPahad been
considered. Italso said thedesign
had notadequatelyaccounted for
rainwater accumulation.

“The detailing and design of
connections, particularlywelding
connections, have not been car-
ried out adequately. In the absence
of any documents, it appeared
that this important aspect was left
to the fabricators fortheirownin-
terpretation/execution,” itadded.

The panel recommended a
thorough inspection and investi-
gation by a specialised agency of
the portion of the canopy which
didnotcollapse.

The DIAL told The Indian
Express that the said structure was
found safe inan inspection car-
ried out by Cortex Construction
Solutions, and the test resul ts val-
idated by IIT Banaras Hindu
University. The structure wasalso
studied by L&T s Engineering,
Design& Research Centre (EDRC)
before reconstruction works
were started,

Asked if the seismic force cal-
culations and load transfer mech-
anisms flagged in the IIT report
had been re-evaluated, DIAL said
these had been chedked and were
*as per standard I5 code provi-
sions, and no lacuna”. It also said
design earthquake forces for the
non-collapsed structure had been
compared with original assump-
tions and “found to beinorder”.

On the committee @ising con-
cerns about the use of “stub
plates” - thin welded platesused
to support purlins - which it de-
scribed as “not a suitable struc-
turalelement fortalang the loads”,
DIAL said, “Stub plate load camy-
ingcapacity was found to bein or-
der,” adding that no stub plates
were found to beinadequate.

On the issue of drainage,
which the panel said may have
contributed to water accumula-
tion over the collapsed section,
DIALsaid modifications had been
carried out.
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Air India will fully
resume int’l flights
by Oct. 1, says CEO

NEW DELHI, AUG. 6: Alr
India is all set to resume
s Mull-seale Inteenatlon
al services from Octobear
1, 2025, marking a signin
cant step toward restor-
ing normiley afer a tem-
porary suspension dus to
Ahmedabad plane inei-
dent on June 12 this year,
which led to an extensive
internal safely roviow

Alr India CED Camphel]
Wilson on Wednesday con-
firmed that the airline
began a phased restora-
tion of international
fMights from August 1, with
complete resumption tar-
gobed for October 1.

Acknowledging the chal-
lenges laced in recent
wieeks, Mr Wilson assured
passengers thai the alr-
line 12 working diligently
to improve its internal
systems. He also empha-
sised the airline’s comimil
ment o minknising dis-
ruption and ensuring a
smoother travel experi-
ence In the future. On
June 12, 8 London
Gatwlek-botind Alr
India's Boeing 7378 air-
craft crashed into a bulld
ing soon after take-off,
killirg 360 people,

Sinea then, the Tata
Group-owned carrier has
carriedd  out varus

Campbeil Wilson

checks on s Boolng 737
and THT planes. In recent
wiooks, somo of the Hights
have elther been can
oelled or delaved dus 1o
technlcal issues. Against
this backdrop, Wiltson, on
Wednesday, acknowledied
that there have been somé
operational  challonges
over the last few weeks
that may hove Impacted
the travel cxperience.
“Rest assured, we ke
this seriopsly and we are
committed to strengthen
ing our internal prooeases
1o minimise the inconven-
lemee that such elrcum.
stances cause to vou,” the
Alr India CEQ and MD
sald in a message 0 the
customers. Listing out
various steps ken sinee
the fatal crash of ANTI
Might, Wilzon sl
detaibed inspections of its
Boelng Ta7-8 and 7879 alr
eraft were done and no
kssuis wore found during
the inspections. FTi
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M Airlines Report 190
Tech Glitches: Govt

NEW DELHI Airlines hawve
“’ reported 190 technical
glitches in awcraft this year

upto July 21 compared to
421 for the entire year of 2024, the
government saldon Thursday. Ministes
of State for Civil Aviation Murlidhar
Mol in 2 written reply to the Lok
Sabha, stated that technical snags are
comman in aircraft and may resull from
makfunction o improper functioning of
:ummnh.ayﬂems Or 2CCes50rses.
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Al-171 victim families hire firm
that sued Boeing for 737 lapses

Maulik Pathak

letters@hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: Families of 65 vic-
tims from Air India Flight AT-171's
deadly crash have hired Beasley
Allen, a prominent US aviation
law firm that represented families
inthe Boeing 737 MAX disasters,
to pursue legal action against
Boeing and Air India.

The firm, led by aviation attor-
ney D Michael Andrews, is
exploring product liability claims
against Boeing in US federal
courts and Montreal Convention
claims against Air India in UK
courts, though no lawsuits have
been filed yet.

“Our firm presently represents
families of 65 victims. We are
determined to follow the data to
uncover how and why this trag-
edy occurred,” Andrews said.
“The families deserve answers
and are pleading for transpar-

The ﬁrm is explormg product liability claims against Boeing in

US federal courts.

faulty Maneuvering Characteris-
tics Augmentation System
(MCAS), US Department of Jus-
tice records showed.

The causes for the crash of
flight AI-171, a Boeing 787-8

ency.” Dreamliner bound for

The Boeing 737 MAX London Gatwick, from
cases that established Ahmedabad on June 12,
Beasley Allen’s reputa- is not yet clear. The plane
tion involved two crash?l shortly after
crashes that killed 346 take-off, killing 241 peo-
people between 2018 and PICK OF pleaboard and 19 on the

2019 - Lion Air Flight 610 Tl'll: DAy ground.

in Indonesia and Ethio-

pian Airlines Flight 302

in Ethiopia. Boeing ultimately
paid $2.5 billion under a 2021
deferred prosecution agreement,
including a $243.6 million crimi-
nal penalty, $1.77 billion to air-
lines, and $500 million for crash
victim families.

Boeing has since settled more
than 90% of the claims and paid
billions more in individual com-
pensation to families, with the
company acknowledging liability
for the crashes caused bv the

Vishwash
Kumar Ramesh was the
sole survivor. The victims

included 181 Indian nationals and

52 UK citizens.

Andrews disputed findings in
the interim report by the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Board
(AAIB), which suggests potential
pilot action. The law firm execu-
tive argued that a Flight Data
Recorder only detects changes in
electrical current, not manual
switch movements. This, he said,
raises the possibility thata com-
nuter-trieceered fault. rather than

RAJU SHINDE/HT PHOTO

human error, that caused both
engine fuel control switches to
send a CUTOFF signal.

He urged Indian authorities to
release all data, including cockpit
voice recorder transcripts, to ena-
ble global experts to assess the
cause comprehensively, warming
that selective information could
lead to misinterpretation.

“Tsuspect a technical or design
fault is being concealed, with
blame shifted to the pilots,” said
Trupti Soni, who lost three rela-
tives in the crash and hired the
firm to seek accountability.

The preliminary report also
paraphrased conversation from
the cockpit voice recorder captur-
ing one pilot questioning the
other on why the fuel was cut-off,
with the other denying responsi-
bility. The report did not identify
which of the pilots said what.

Andrews highlighted recent
Boeing 787 incidents to suggest
systemic problems: a United Air-
lines flight from Dulles to Munich
declared a Mavdav and returned

due to engine failure, whilst a
LATAM flight experienced Ram
Air Turbine deployment, typically
triggered by significant power or
hydraulic failure,

The Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau of India leads the
inquiry with participation from
the US National Transportation
Safety Board, the UK's Air Acci-
dents Investigation Branch and
Boeing representatives.

Imtiaz Ali, whose brother
Javed, wife and two children—all
British nationals—died in the
crash, said he plans to initiate
legal action within two months,
hoping for court judgements
within two years.

Under the legal agreement,
families pay no fees unless finan-
cial recovery is secured. If clients
terminate representation, Beasley
Allen retains a lien of either 30%
of the most recent settlement
offer or an amount equal to
accrued time and expenses,
whichever is greater. The firm
may withdraw if it deems the case
cannot proceed, and no specific
outcomes are guaranteed.

The Tata Group, which owns
Air India, offered ex gratia com-
pensation of 31 crore for families
of deceased passengers and 325
lakh for ground victims. The com-
pany established the Al-171
Memorial and Welfare Trust with
3500 crore, funded equally by
Tata Sons and Tata Trusts, to sup-
portaffected families’ long-term
needs, particularly children who
lost parents, by providing scholar-
ships for education, medical cov-
erage and financial assistance to
ensure stability for dependents.

Boeing and Air India repre-
sentatives did not respond to
enauiries.
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Airlines’ push for speed: Is
safety becoming a casualty?

hose who flew in the 1960s and 1970s
may remember how flying was a rela-
tively relaxed and pleasurable experi-
ence. Of course, there were reports of
untoward incidents, but these were
extremely rare. By and large, flying was a
happy, stress-free experience — for both pas-

sengers and airlines.

Then came the entry of private airlines.
More aircraft, more slots, and more choice
for the fliers. Run by the government, air-
ports —especially in the metros — got bus-
ier, and their shortcomings soon became vis-
ible. The rules of the game, however,
remained largely unchanged, and flying
remained an exclusive club, out of reach for

most.

Air Deccan’s entry reset the paradigm —
this time, by ushering in the low-fare flight
revolution. Other companies followed, and
flying became far more accessible, replacing

train travel at the higher end for
many, to save time. From 2004-05
to around 2019, fliers enjoyed hav-
ing plenty of options and cheap
fares, airline salaries rose as the
business grew and began to deliver
returns for some players. Indian
airports, which had been languish-
ing under government control,
improved vastly under private stew-
ardship and became comparable to
some of the best globally.

Then came Covid-19 and halted everything

for a bit.

But it is what has happened after the pan-
demic that is worrying. Even though flying
today is much safer than five or six decades
ago, the entire ecosystem now seems set to a
frantic pace, making the whole experience
more tense. Post Covid, leisure travel has
come back with a vengeance, and business
travel has limped back, albeit at a much
slower clip. Airports —some with improved
facilities given the private-sector funds pour-
ing in — have become more crowded. And
commanders and crew have emerged from
the pandemic far more stressed than when it

started.

Amid this, the near-hostile relationship
developing between crew and management
in almost all Indian airlines is deeply con-
cerning. Crew members allege that an obses-
sion to cut costs (and maximise profits)
seems to have crept into the psyche of the
carriers —including the market leader that
sets the tone. In some ways, this penny
pinching and the obsession with on-time effi-

ciency runs counter to safety.

Let me elaborate on a few new practices
that are of no benefit to the passenger and
serve only one purpose: Maximising revenue
and profit. These are on top of the additional
costs imposed on passengers, such as club-
bing food with drinks that I have written

about earlier.

One is the near-constant endeavour by
low-fare airlines to maximise the number of

EVEN THOUGH FLYING
TODAY IS MUCH SAFER

THAN FIVE OR SIX DECADES

AGO, THE ENTIRE

ECOSYSTEM NOW SEEMS
SETTO A FRANTIC PACE,

MAKING THE WHOLE

EXPERIENCE MORE TENSE.

hours each aireraft flies and cut aircraft turn-
around times. This has often led to a situa-
tion where a long line of passengers looking
to board a flight sweats it out in the vestibule,
waiting while those who arrived on the same
flight disembark. While this may be impor-
tant for the carriers to reduce aircraft turn-
around time, it makes fliers feel rushed and
adds to the “assembly line” feeling of board-
ing a flight.

zA senior airline insider and frequent flier
asked me, "Why should I care how quickly
the aircraft is turning around?”, arguing that
the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
should be laying down the maximum num-
ber of hours an aircraft should be utilised
rather than letting airlines push things to the
breaking point. He argues that ground engi-
neers, in particular, should be given ample
time to declare an aircraft worthy of flying. In
this mad rush, something might give. In the
worst-case scenario, he points out,
safety could be the casualty.

The obsession with on-time is
also beginning to lead to frayed
nerves — with both the check-in
staff and those in charge of boarding

Anjuli pushed to less-than-pleasant inter-
Bhargava

actions with passengers perceived to
be causing delays. The ground staff
often seems on the edge —almost as
if their life depended on it, akin to
fast-delivery agents skipping red lights on the
roads, risking their lives. Civility is the first
casualty when a passenger is delayed for
some unavoidable reason, Being on-time is
great, but if it comes at the cost of customer
experience and frayed nerves, one is not sure
if thatis worth it.

Thisis not to say all passengers are always
easy, but the constant drumming of the “late
is a four-letter word” message in the ears of
ground staff has led to paranoia about per-
formance and apathy towards the flier creep-
ing in. Civility is one of the factors that distin-
guishes Indian airlines from most American
and European carriers, a quality worth pre-
serving. Do we really want to be brusque or
even rude with elderly passengers, or refuse
to accommeodate someone who has a disabil-
ity or is otherwise slow for some reason?
Surely, we don't need to ape the West in their
worst practices?

Another point is that commanders and
crew are pressured by operations control and
flight dispatchers on on-time take-off and
reducing aircraft weight regardless of whether
or not they are comfortable with the minimum
equipment list (MEL) or even the fuelling
requirements for the flight.

A former Jet captain who is now with one of
the low-fare carriers says that at his former
airline, he often had to point out that the air-
craft was “over-fuelled”, and even a small
query on the MEL ensured prompt redressal.
In his present airline, fuel is often at bare mini-
mum, and dispatch is almost hounding the
crew to take off on time, dismissive of MEL
concerns. Caution, he argues, is being thrown
to the winds.

This is a consequence of the low-fare phi-
losophy of maximising profits —which per se
is fine. But it can't come at any cost, overrid-
ing all other considerations, including safety.
Ask any flier, and they would swear by the
“better late than never” adage.

Anjuli Bhargava writes about governance,
infrastructure and the social sector. The views
expressed are personal
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Air India taps Singapore Air to
bolster fleet upkeep after crash

Bloomberg
feedback@livemint.com

Air India plans to lean on share-
holder Singapore Airlines, or
SIA, to move some aircraft main-
tenance services in-house
instead of outsourcing them toa
state-owned company, accord-
ing to people familiar with the
matter.

The Indian airline is prepar-
ing to take on pre-flight and daily
aircraft inspections, minor
repair work and other trouble-
shooting activities from state-
owned Al Engineering Services
Ltd, or AIESL, said the people,
who weren't authorised to dis-
cuss the matter publicly.

The phased move away from
AIESL follows a deadly crash in
June—the cause of which
remains unknown, a sectorwide
safety audit and a temporary
safety-related pause in service.

Air India was in the midst of a
transformation under its new
owners—the Tata Group bought
the unprofitable former state-
run carrier in 2022—when flight
Al 171 crashed in the western city
of Ahmedabad, killing all but
one of the 242 people on board.

It will help Air India to move
some aircraft maintenance
services in-house. REUTERS

Gaining control of mainte-
nance services was a part of Air
India’s restructuring plan even
before the plane crash, but it had
been put off in favour of getting
more aircraft flying regularly
and improving the experience
on-board, the people said.

Concerns had been raised
internally in the past as well
about the service provided by
AIESL, citing problems such as
clogged toilets on flights, they
said.

The Indian carrier “continues
to work closely with AIESL.
However, with our fleet expan-
sion—>570 aircraft including a

significant number of widebody
jets—India’s current MRO infra-
structure is not equipped to sup-
port this scale,” an Air India
spokesperson said in an email.
MRO refers to maintenance
repair and overhaul services.

“To meet the demands of our
future operations and ensure
world-class reliability and safety,
we must invest in building
robust MRO capabilities and
capacity within the country,” the
spokesperson added.

SIA, which owns 25.1% share
of Air India, will help in the tran-
sition of those maintenance
tasks to the airline’s staff, the
people said.

“As a significant minority
shareholder in Air India, Singa-
pore Airlines has been working
closely” to support Air India's
transformation plan, a SIA
spokesperson said in an email.
“This includes providing our
expertise and support to Air
India, where necessary.”

Air India’s relationship with
SIA in terms of assistance with
aircraft maintenance comes full
circle as it had been the one
helping the Singapore-based air-
line during the 1970s.
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‘Airlines reported 190 tech
glitches in aircraft this year’

New Delhi: Airlines reported 190 technical glitches in
aircraft this vear till 21 July, the government said on
Thursday. The minister of state forcivil aviation Murlid-
har Mohaol, in a reply to the Lok Sabha, said technical
snags are general phenomena in aireraft which may be
caused due to improper function/ malfunction of com-
ponents/system/accessories fitted on the aircraft. Pm
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Bird-hit Air India
Express flight
aborts take-off

A Pune-Bhubaneswar Al
{ \ Express flight aborted
its take-off after a bird hit
therightenginewhile it was
gaining pace Wednesday
“Flames started coming out
of the engine,” a flyer told
TOIL The flight, which had
140 people on board, later re-
turned to the bay. msn
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“Your trust is valued: Al
CEO assures flyers of safety

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Maharaja isrolling
outa campaign to restore passenger
confidence after the fatal crash of
Flight Al 171 in Ahmedabad—the
airline’s first wide-body accident
since 1978 and first major disaster
since AirIndia-Indian Airlinesmer-
gerand privatisation.

In a message sent to customers
Wednesday, Air India MD and CEQ
Campbell Wilson said; “Whenever
you choose to fly with Air India,
know that your trust is valued and
vour journey safeguarded... thro-
ugh rigorous processes, advanced
technology, and a deeply embedded
culture of safety and care.”

The airline began a phased resto-
ration of international services on
Aug 1 and aims for full resumption
by Oct 1. *This measured approach
ensures we complete every verifica-
tion thoroughly and resume service
with complete confidence,” the MD
and CEO said.

Wilson, a veteran of Singapore
Airlines — which holds a 25% stake
in Air India alongside majority ow-
ner Tata Group—acknowledged re-
cent delays and operational snags
since the crash.

“I acknowledge there have been

DGCA suspends Akasa
Air pilot examiner for
6 months over lapses

irectorate General of Civil

Aviation {DGCA) has suspendeda
designated examiner (DE) of Akasa
Air for six months for violating rules
during pilot skill tests. The airline
claimed that it had voluntarily
reported the violation to the
regulator. An Akasa Air spokesperson
said, “Safety is of utmost priority at
Akasa. Each DEand every other
employee of the company upholds
this standard in its highest form. The
primary objective of any DE at Akasa
istoensure that all training and
assessments meet prescribed
regulatory and safety standards.” tun

some operational challenges... that
may have impacted your travel expe-
rience,” he wrote. “Rest assured, we
take this seriously.”

The London-bound Boeing 787
Dreamliner crashed on Junel2, trig-
gering regulatory scrutiny DGCA
has since flagged multiple alleged
safety lapses and issued compliance
directives on issues including flight
scheduling and internal checks.

T AlEUST Hi2s
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Altofullyresume
int'Iflights by Oct1
NEw DpEIHE Alr Tz has
announeed that its inermution-
all flight opemtionswill be fully
restored by October 1. The air-
line hegan a phased resunmg-
tion of services from August 1,
following a volunbary “Saldy
Puuse"introaducedin June after
the AIT1 inddent, In a mes-
smge o Maharaga Club mem-
bers, CEO Campbell Wilson
sai] the aidine had completed
thomugh inspections aomes =
Bouoing TET-S and 7T87-8 fleet.
Thess chedeos werme comsed out
under the supervisin of he
Directorobe Genemlof Cril i
ation, with no ssues Bund e
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Palclinked threatsparks
high alertatall airports

SHEEHAR SINGH

TR S W R
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A motiorwide seourtty alert
has been issued aoross Indin's
ovmtion network following
inteiligenoe inputs sbout o
possible termor theeat between
September 22 and October 2.

The= Bugieaii of Crvil Avsation
Secunty (BCAS! has directed
all agenewes contemed o
irmmedistely rampup secunty
meisiine atal fports and other
eivil oviation faclities.

“Inn view of the recent mipits
received from the centml seou
rity apency mdicating a poben
tial threat from anti-socal de
ments or temorst Eroups ol
airports during September 22
to October 2, all stalebolders at
all arpots are diected o
enhimoe seclinty measires al
all crvil avisbion instalistions
gir force stabions and  hedi-
pods." the BCAS statid in il
Augrust 4 advisory:

The alert & reportedly
linked to a specific threat
orgmating fram a Pakistani
termor group, according o

SECUALY SOUTCes.

While the exact natire of
the plot remams clusafied,
mithonties hive taken the
warnng seriousy, given the
timehne leading up bo Gand-
hi Jayonti and the high pas-
senger volume dimng the
festrval season,

The BCAS has called for
full coordinotion betwern
local police, the Central
Industrial Security Foroe
{CISF), Intelligence Biumsau
(1B} and other security agen
ciei, “It has stressed that any
alerts or intelhgenoe received
miist be shansd wathout delay
withall redevant stakeholders
o ensume a synchronised
response,” an officiol sod

The advisory has been sent
to all key plavers i bhe ovio-
ton sector, including state
pobor departments, sirport
operatord and airbnes, It
emphasses the need for
strict identity venfication of
airport stall, contrisctors and
visibors, “All OCTV spestems
it be fully opemtionil and
monktored round the clock.”
the ad visory sdded
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