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ABRUPT U-TURN | Airport Authority of India’s shocking
reversal on Surat Airport Land Acquisition sparks outrage

AAI abandons key Surat
airport safety upgrades

Melvyn Thomas

SURAT

A “mysterious” decision by

the Airports Authority of

India (AAl) to abandon the
acquisition of crucial land for
advanced safety systems at
Surat International Airport
has ignited a furious back-
lash.

Aviation experts and pas-
SENger groups are warning
of potentially catastrophic
consequences,  especially
given that the Gujarat gov-
ernment was readv to allo-
cate 22.33 acres for essential
CATH approach lighting and
an additional 5 acres for a
radar station—demands AAl
itself had pressed for over
five tb seven years.

The abrupt U-turn, com-
municated by the Surat
Airport Authority to the
District Collector on June 2,
2025, comes just weels after
AAl had sent two letters
(April 2 and May 28, 2025)
urgently requesting the initi-
ation of land acquisition. The
2533 acres, earmarked for
acquisition from 20 private
owners with an approved
budget of 2215 crore, were
central to enhancing the air-
port’s operational capabil-
ities and safety.

An MOU signed in
December 2023  between

AAl and the Gujarat govern-
ment specifically outlined
this expansion, including the
CATH approach lighting sys-
tern and ASR-MSSR radar
facility When pressed on the

sudden  reversal, Surat
Airport Director Anand
Kumar Sharma stated, “This

is a policy decision of the
Airport Authority of India
We have followed the order
from the head office.not to
acquire land.”

This boilerplate explana-
tion has done little to quell
growing public and expert
apprehension.

A senior Surat airport offi-
cial, speaking anonymously,
offereda controversial ration-
ale: “We observed no major

\

diversions due to fog or
smoke that would necessitate

a CAT-1 lighting system..Last

year, only three flights were
diverted due to fog. Thus, we
have asked the collector to
postpone the land acquisi-
tion.”

However, this justification
is being widely criticized.
Aviation experts counter that
Surat  Afrport regularly
experiences flight diversions
due to winter fog, industrial
smoke, and heavy monsoon
rains.

Furthermore, Runway 22,
crucial for high-volume land-
ings, has already been short-
ened o 2291 meters due to
illegal constructions.
Without CAT-1  lighting,

which provides vital visual
guidance in low visibility,
safety risks are significantly
amplified.

“This decision is a step
backward for Surat’s aviation
prospects and passenger

safety” fumed a member of
the Airport Awareness
Group.

“Who are the benefici-
aries who snatched this
land..at the final stage of
allotment? This abrupt rever-
sal..raises serious guestions
about vested interests. Why
are they compromising pub-
lic safery?”

The community is
demanding answers and a
swift reconsideration of this
alarming decision.
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AAl organisestree
plantationprogramme

The Airports Authority of India LAAD, an the
occasion of World Environment Day, fulfil
Ing 115 duty TOWards nature, organised a
tree plantation programme on 5h June, at
Ayiation Park Rajiv Candhi Bhawan, New
Delnl. onthe occasion Murlidhar Mohol
Minister of State for Clvil Aviation, adminis-
tereda pedge to the officials of MOCA & AA|
to adopt environment friendly practices



Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLANIUM POST

DELHI

IGI runway work to affect
over 100 flights for 3 mths

NEW DELHI: Delhi airport
operator DIAL on Friday said
114 flights, accounting for
7.5 per cent of the total daily
flights, will be cancelled for
three months starting from
June 15 due to the closure of a
runway for upgradation works.

The upgradation works of
the runway BW 10/28, that was
postponed in May after conges-
tion issues, will now be carried
out from June 15 1o September
15. The Instrument Landing
System (ILS] will be upgraded

to make the runway CAT 11T
compliant, which will allow
flight operations at low vis-
ibility conditions during the
fog season. The Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGLA),
the country’s largest and busiest
airport, handles around 1,450
flight movements daily. It has
fouer runways -- BW 09/27, BW
11R29L, BW 11L/29R and BW
10/28 —- and two operational
terminals - T1 and T3 T2 is
currently closed for mainte-
mance works. AGEMOIES

8 JUNE 2025
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Airport gets L-4
accreditation for
user experience

Ahmedabad: The Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Interna-
tional (SVPI) airport, Ah-
medabad, announced on
Friday that it received Le-
vel-4 accreditation by the
Airports Council Interna-
tional (ACI) for improved
customer experience,

This recognition places
SVPlairport amonga select
group of airports globally
and third in India for enhan-
ced customer experience.
The acereditation evaluates
multiple parameters, inclu-
ding airport culture, gover-
nance, operational impro-
vement, measurement, cus-
tomer strategy, and custo-
mer understanding.

Key initiatives behind
the accreditation include
thedigitisation of SOPs, the
launch of Digi Yatra, self-
baggage drop and increa-
sing baggage handling from
600to1,600bags per hour:
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Akasa Airtofly
100 times per
week fromNMIA

Dhairya Gajara

MUMBAI

After IndiGo, Akasa Air has
announced commercial flight
operations from the Navi
Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA). The airline
will operate more than 100
weekly domestic flights, scal-
ing up to over 300 domestic
and over 50 international
departures weekly in the
winter schedule. The airline
is also set o Tamp up to 10
parking bases by March 2027,



INDIAN EXPRESS DELHI 8 JUNE 2025

B e me ey —

‘PERFECT FIT BETWEEN TURBOPROPS, LARGER PLANES’

‘Embraer sees huge blue
ocean opportunity for
regional ]ets in India’

HITHERTO A small player in
India’s aviation landscape,
Brazilian aircraft manufacturer
Embraer hasitssights seton India
as its next growth market — for
commercial aswellasdefence air-
craft. The company is already in
the running for the Indian Air
Force's (IAF) medium transport
aircraft procurement project, and
is also pitching its portfolio of re-
gional commercial jets — a seg-
ment yet to take offin India — to
fast-expanding Indian airlines. In
a freewheeling interaction with
SUKALP SHARMA, Embraer's
President and Group CEO FRAN-
CISCO GOMES NETO and
Embraer Commercial Aviation's
Head of Asia-Pacific RAUL VIL-
LARON discuss the company's
India ambitions and vision, in-
cluding the possibility of local
manufacturing Edited excerpts:

The EmbraerC390 isseenasa
frontrunner forthe IAFs
medium transportaircraft
procurement project. How
confident are you about
winning the contract? How
doesit stack up against aircraft
like Lockheed Martin C1307?

Neto: We are convinced that
the C390 is the best solution for
theIndian AirForce. 1f you look at
the lastorders we got for 390 —
Portugal, Hungary, the Netherl-
ands, Austria — most of them re-
placed the C130 with the (390 be-
cause our airaaftis more modern,
faster, and carries more load. It's
multi-mission by design, itismore
flexible, With the C390, you can
perform the same missions with
lessaircraft.

Atwhat stageareyour
conversations with the IAF
and thegovernment?

Neto: | think we're moving
well. They areleaming more and
moreabout the features of our air-
craft, and we believe we havea
good chance, although nothing is
dedded..Weexpect adecision in
acouple of years. But this isnotin
our hands, This is more in the
hands of the Indian Air Force,

If you get the IAF contract, you
will be setting up an FAL (final
assemblyline)to build the
aircraftin India Are you also
opentohavingan FALherefor
yourcommercialjets?

Neto: Everything dependson
thesizeof the order. In the case of
a (390, theexpectation isto have
adeal for40 to 80aicraft, whichis
a lot for that size of aircraft. If the
orders (for commercial aircraft)
arelarge enough, itwould be pos-
sible forus..We are bringinga pro-
curement team already to India
because wewant toexplore asup-

& The IndianEXPRESS
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Francisco GOMES

NETO
PRESIDENT AND GROUP CEQ,
EMBRAER

RAUL VILLARON
HEADOF ASIA-PACIFIC. EMBRAER
COMMERCIAL AVIATION

ply chain, even without selling
many commercial jets here. We
already want to find component
suppliers here for aircraft to be
soldinother markets.

Embraerspecialises in
regionalorsmall narrow-body
planes. This segment did not
take off in India. What is
Embraer’s view on the India
opportunity in the segment?
Villaron: We see a huge blue
peean opportunity inndia, where
mostof the unserved marketsare
either too long for turboprops or
too thinfor( typical) narrow-bod-
ies. We see a potential for 300
(small narrow-body) aircraft in
the next 10years, and 500 aircraft
in the next 20 years in India.
Historically, Indian airlines either
ordered turboprops or largernar-
row-bodies. We feel turboprops
now have a mature network in
India and there aren’t many
growth opportunities left. It's lim-
iting the airlines’ ability to expand
regional networks because the
(turboprops') range doesn't let
them go beyond the short sectors,
Also,withimprovement in India's
roads and airport infrastructure,
the benefits of turboprops are
eroding with ime. Meanwhile,
the regularnarrow-bodies are up-

Sun. GS june.iﬂzﬁ

gauging (getting bigeer). So, the
gap between a turboprop and a
typical narrow-body is widening
andis becoming difficult tobridge.
You want to replace a 70-seater
(turboprop) due to higher de-
mand, but a 180-seater (regular
narrow-body jet like Airbus A320
and Boeing 737 ) has more seats
(than needed ). But a small nar-
row-body like ours — up to 146
seats — fits perfectly inthat gap.

Why couldn't Embraer breal
intolndia’s commercial
aviation market?

Villaron: Embraerdidn't have
astrong penetrationinIndia com-
pared tothe U5, Europe, and some
other markets, as our earlier E1
(series) aircraft’'s main value
proposition was trip cost, while
theseat cost washigher, which did
not suit acountry like India where
yields are very low. But our new
E2 (family of aircraft)comeswith
more seats, and itsseat costis very
competitive — same aslarger nar-
row-body planes —whilethe trip
cost is still 20-25 per cent lower
than theirs.

Are youinactive discussions
with Indian aidinesfor your
E2 aircraft?

Villaron: Yes. Our main part-
nerinIndiais{regional aidine) Star
Air{withfive previous generation
Embiraer regional jets), and they
have announced their plans to ex-
pand their fleet. So, weare talking
to them to understand their
needs. They took delivery of an-
other Embraer aircraft just a
month ago. The business planand
the opportunity that we see for
theaidine sinteresting, so weare
talking tothem.

Whatabout major Indian
airlines that are predomi-
nantly in larger narrow-body
operations?

Villaron: As good salespeople,
we talk to everyone. We want to
present these opportunities that
are so clear to us. We want to
make sure the airlines visualise
that aswell Thebigones (IndiGo,
Air India, etc), I thinkare busy with
thelargeaircraft orders they have
placed and the expansion inter-
nationally. But theyalso recognise
there is a need to work onthe re-
gional network. IndiGo has a tur-
boprop fleet, which at a certain
pointwill need to be replaced and
we believe that jets are gning to be
the next phase of the regionalnet-
work expansionin India As for Air
India, their main competitor
{IndiGo) has a regional network,
while they don't. So,1believe they
would need to look at these op-
portunities. RULLINTERVIEW ON

wwwindianexpress.com

https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/77! @
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Air India, Icelandair enter

codeshare partnership

NEW DELHI: Air India
and Icelandair, on Monday
announced their codeshare
partnership, significantly boost-
ing connectivity between India
and Iceland, while offering
seamless travel options across
15 routes in India and Europe.

The partnership offers seam-
less travel experience with con-
venient connections times,
unified baggage allowances, and
enhanced connectivity through
major European hub airports.

Under the agreement, Air
India customers will gain seam-
less access to Icelandair-oper-
ated flights to Reykjavik via Air
India’s European gateways. Air
India will add its ‘AT’ designa-
tor code on Icelandair-oper-
ated flights between Reykjavik
and London Heathrow, Lon-

don Gatwick, Frankfurt, Paris,

Amsterdam, Copenhagen,
Milan, and Zurich.

Icelandair customers will
benefit from convenient con-
nections on Air India-oper-
ated flights to key Indian
cities. Icelandair will add its
‘FI' designator code on Air
India-operated flights between
Delhi and Amsterdam, Paris,
Copenhagen, Frankfurt, Lon-
don Heathrow; and between
Mumbai and Frankfurt, London
Heathrow. MPOST

7 JUNE 2025



AN

Heag faa=aes wifdevor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

PIONEER

LUCENOW

Airlines profit margin never
crossed 5 per cent: IATA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B New Delhi

irlines are grappling with a skewed
A'.'aluc chain globally and historical-

ly, the profit margin has never
crossed 5 per cent, according to IATA
Chief Economist Marie Owens Thomsen.
Also, she expressed hope that any efforts
to address making the airline value chain
less skewed will surely be an example for
other countries. India is one of the
world’s fastest growing civil aviation
market.

At an interaction in the national cap-
ital this week, Thomsen said the skewed
value chain for the global airlines indus-
try is also a result of legacy policies.
Thomsen is the Chief Economist &
Senior Vice President Sustainability at the
International Airport Transport
Association (IATA), a grouping of over
350 airlines. “Nobody sat down from the
beginning and said, I'm going to create
a super skewed value chain and make sure
that the airlines never

Make any money. “1 don't think any-
body had that intent. But unfortunately,
that’s sort of where we've ended up. And
our industry globally has never made a
profit margin in excess of 5 per cent,’ she
said.

While noting that all participants in the
value chain make more money than the
airlines, she mentioned about the oligop-
olistic pricing power among the aircraft
manufacturers and the outsized market
power of oil companies.

“.. Then downstream, you know,
notably here in India, maybe a very price
competitive environment... Our cus-
tomers choose their airlines primarily on
price. So the airlines are left completely
squeezed between these two with very few
ways out,” she said.

Further, Thomsen said that if the
Indian government tries to do everything
to create a less skewed value chain, and
that becomes possible, then that would
surely be an example to follow for every
other country.

7 JUNE 2025
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Delhi runway upgrade
to hit 114 flights daily

AMIYA KUMAR
KLSHWAHA

New Delhi: A3 many as 114
flights would he cancallad datly
at the Delid alrport for three
months from June 15 becanse
of & TUNWay upgrade, atrport
operator DIAL sald on Friday.

The Delhi International Alr-
port Linmted (DIAL) sald the av-
etage reduction in dafly fights
during the period would be
arourdd 7.5 per cent, and passen-
gars wure bedng Informed about
the changes well in atvance. It
sald the decision would cause
miinimeal Incorvenbence fir pwus-
sengers as traffe nemalned low
during the period.

Around 1,250 fllghts op-
erate from the Indira Gandhi
Internatlonal Alrport dally.

According to the proposed
scheduls, 57 arrival and dapar-
ture fights will be cancellad
dadly, and 42 will be resched-
uled. The cancellatlon of
fights would impact connec-
tivity to Calentta, Mumbad,
Patna and Guwahatl.

Following the adfustunents,
the number of daily flights
on the Calcutta-Delhi route
wonld be reduced from 22 to 21.
For Mumbal, the number of
dally fights would drop from
56 to 54, and for Chennal, from
20 to 19. DIAL sadd the Instru-
ment Landing System would
be upgraded to make the run-
way 10428 CAT I compllant,
which would facilitate fight
operations atc low visibility
conditions durng fog.

“We have now worked with

atriines to collaborate on slot
SOJUSTMENtS ANt A0eommo-
date revised arrival capacity,
ensuring Iminimim passenger
ineonvenience And the objec-
tive 1s to ensure optimum use
of available runway capacity
while maintaining time per-
formance and minimising
passenger disruption,” DLAL
chief executive officer Videh
Eumar Jatpuria said

The new slot plan was fl-
nalised after multiple rounds
of discussions with alrlines,
the civil aviation mindstry and
atr traffic control to ensure
allgnment between the pro-
posed schedule and the adjust-
ed capacity, The alrport has
four runways and threa termi-
nals, of which one Is currently
closed for malntenance work.
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Gujarat flyer from Sydney
dies after falling ill on flight

Tamaghna.Banerjee
@timesofindia.com

G6-year-old woman tra-
_\ velling to India from
i Australia died after fal-
ling illmid-air, prompting the
international flight tomakea
medical emergency landing
at Kolkataairport intheearly
hoursof Friday.
Co-passengers and doc-
tors couldn’t find any pulse
onherwhilestill on theflight.
The woman, a resident of
Kheda in Gujarat, was ac-
companied by a relative on

board the Air India Right bo-
und for Delhi from Sydney
when she became unconscio-
us inside the flight.

Airport officials said the
flight was around 30 minutes
away from Kolkata airport
when the pilot called the ATC

and soughtan emergency me-
dical landing,

“The Oight landed safely
at 2.28 am, and the airport he-
alth officer immediately at-
tended to her but found no
pulse or heartbeat,” said an
official.

She was rushed to Char-
nock Hospital, where she was
declared dead on arrival aro-
und4.12am. The hospital said
her family mentioned she
had a history of unconscious-
ness on the flight. The body
was shifted to RG Kar for an
autopsy.
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Fork out 35,000 or miss flight, airline
tells 7-year-old, 9-year-old sisters

Airline Insists On Cash Payment
As ‘Unaccompanied Minor Fee’

Tamaghna.Banerjee
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: A Kolkata-Ahmeda-
bad flight turned into a night-
mare for two sisters, Mahira
(9) and Manyata (17), after air-
line ground staff demanded
Rs 5,000 in cash as an “unac-
companied minor fee" for the
younger girl, warning that
failure to pay would result in
them missing the flight. The
airline claimed the 17-vear-old
didn’t qualify as an adult as
she had not vet turned 18.

The sisters were scheduled
to board Akasa Airlines flight
QP 1926 to Ahmedabad, where

their mother awaited them.
But at the check-in counter, the
journey took a distressing
furn.

Two of their cousins —
both aged 21 — were flying a
separate airline but were
checking in around the same
time and offered to pay the fee
through UPL. However, airline
staff allegedly insisted on a
cash payment, saying the
counter was closed and no QR
code could be generated. The
children managed to pool in
funds and pay, after which
they were allowed to board.

Some airlines in India
charge an “unaccompanied

A file photo of Mahira & Manyata
with their mother Shalini Dugar

minor fee” for children aged
between 5 and 12 for specific
assistance services. The poli-
cy requires a parent or guard-
ianabovel8tofill inan "unac-
companied minor form" at
check-in, with contact details
of the person receiving the

child at the destination.

In this case, the family
said no such documentation
was provided, and at Ahme-
dabad, there was no 1D verifi-
cation of the receiving par-
ent, furtherundermining the
rationale behind the fee.

TOI reached out to Akasa
for a response, but none was
received till the time of going
to press. “They were simply
told to pay or miss the flight,”
said the girls' mother, Shalini
Dugar. “No explanation, no
breakdown of charges, andno
receipt was given until
my elder daughter insisted."

The family said the girls
had travelled from Nepal with
theircousins, stayed anight in
the West Bengal capital, and
were flying home.
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Pay 35k, airline tells two

unesco

Denied Online
Payment, Girls
Pooled In Funds

Tamaghna.Banerjee
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: A Kolkata-Ahmed-
abad flight turned into a
nightmare for two sisters,
Mahira (9) and Manyata (17),
after airline ground staff as-
ked them to pay Rs 5,000 in
cash as “unaccompanied mi-
nor fees" forthe nine-yvear-old
girl or risk missing the flight.
The airline claimed the 17-ye-
ar-old didn't qualify as an
adultasshe wasyettoturnis.

They were to board Akasa
Airlines Flight QP 1926 to Ah-
medabad, where their mot-
her awaited them. Two cou-
sins of the girls were flying a
separate airline but were
checking in around the same

Pic for representation

e

The family said they were not
told about ‘unaccompanied
minor fees’, which some airlines
charge for kids aged 5-12 years.
One of the girls is 17 years old

time and had offered to pay
through UPL But, the airline
staff demanded cash, clai-
ming the counter was closed
and that no QR code could be
generated. Thekids managed
to pool in funds and pay up.
In India, some airlines
charge an “unaccompanied
minor fee"” for children aged
512yearson the date of travel
for certain assistance servi-
ces from airline crew, A pa-
rent or guardian is required
to fill a signed "unaccompa-

rted minor flyers

nied minorform” atcheck-in.
The form must include name
and contact numbers of pa-
rentorguardian who will me-
et theminoratarrival,

In this case, the family sa-
id no documentation or writ-
ten policy was provided to
support this claim. At Ah-
medabad airport, there was
no ID verification of the rece-
iving parent, the family alle-
ged. TOI contacted Akasa but
there was not response ftill
the time of going to press Fri-
day “They were simply told
to pay ar miss the flight,” said
their mother Shalini Dugar;

“At the time of booking,
we were never told about the
unaccompanied minorfee, In
fact, kids above 12 years are
shown as adults on the boo-
king page. They previously
flew to Bagdogra from Ah-
medabad with the same airli-
ne on April 26, where no fee
was sought,” said Pearl Cho-
radia, thegirls’ aunt.
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Laser pointed at Emirates flight again

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Emirates Airlines
has flagged the issue of la-
sers being flashed at one of
its aircraft near Chennai
airport on Thursday night.
The incident occurred when
an Emirates’ flight from Du-
baiwasabouttoland. Inare-
port to the air traffic con-
troller (ATC), the airline

mentioned that a laser beam
was pointed towards the
flight when it was 22 km
away from the airport. As
per procedure, ATC notified
the DGCA (directorate gen-
eral of civil aviation) which
was expected to lodge a for-
mal complaint with the po-
lice.

However, the city police
said they haven't received
any complaint regarding la-

ser beams being pointed at
flights, though this was the
second incident in the last 10
days. On May 25, the pilots of
an Emirates flight had
flagged the same issue.
Beaming lasers at flights is
prohibited and a punishable
offence as it can momentar-
ily blind the pilots at the
timeof landing and take-off,
when the pilots should exer-
cise utmost caution.

Representative Image/Getty Images

FLIGHT RISK
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Akasa Air
unveils flight
plan for Navi
Mum airport

Mumbial/New Delhi: Aks

ga Air will operate ﬂl;‘a[s
from day one of the opening
af the Navi Mumbai Interna-
tonal Alrport (NMIA). The
airport is likely to start ope-
rations from theend of Aug

Theairline will start with
15 daily domestic Nights amd
increase the number o over
i domastic plus &4 interna-
tional Mights by nexr sum
mer, said Aknsa founder-
CEQ Vinay Dube and cofio
under and chief commercial
officer Praveen Iyer on Fri
day “Between our 32 dally
flights at Mumbai CSMIA
and NMIA, we will have over
80 daily fights (both domes
tie and intermat onal by next
summer (rom the Muambai
Metropolitan Region. By the
Nnemetal 2087, we will
have 10 aircraft based at
MMIA, " said lyer,

Akasa will operate over
livweeldy domestic depar-
res iritfally sealing up o over
300 domestic and 50 interna-
tional departures weekly in
the winter schedule, the airdi-
ne aaid in # press statement
The wir sehedule runs
from theend of Oct totheend
af Mareh. “As part ol IS o
der network strategy; the air-
line isalso set to rampuap o
lr.erth b by the emd of
ith a forused inter
xpansion into key
Middle Eastern and Southe
s, I ad ded.

st month, IndiGo beca-
me the: first airline to snni-
unoe Mighis Mrom the mew ale
port with & total of 36 domes-
tie departure and arrival
flights connecting 15 cities
from day one. By Nov, IndiGo
will s it fligght frequency
to T daily departores (158
Nights per do; including i
\alsl T‘.rl:im-u..lmclud-l. Hin-
al departures, the

ir 1.

.\I':-.wru.\lui]u-. the Mumbsai
whicd lles alxoani
lights aday will continue
1\.- Panddle both domestie and
international flights.

In phasa 1, NMIA will
handle 20 millbon passengers
and 0.5 million metric tornes
of eargo annually with ult
mate capacity exponding to
o million passengers and 1.2
MMT of cargo in the final
phase Tk
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