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TN moves forward on Hosur
airport, OSL survey next step

E T B SIVAPRIYAN
CHENNAI, DHNS

n the final step before se-

lecting the site for the Ho-

surairport, the Tamil Nadu
government is in the process
of finalising a consultant to
conduct an Obstacle Limita-
tion Surface (OSL) survey to
ascertain the air space in the
region, which is controlled
by the Ministry of Defence.
The consultant will be chosen
within weeks and the study,
expected totake a month, will
commence.

The developmentcomes af-
ter the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) found both sites
—villages close to the private
airport owned by Taneja Avi-
ation and Aerospace Limited
(TAAL) in Belagondapalli,
and another near the Chen-
nai-Bengaluru highway —
as suitable for building the
greenfield airport.

“The next step is the OSL

survey to assess the airspace
at the shortlisted sites. The
entire airspace in the region
is controlled by the Ministry of
Defence, requiring a detailed
study,” a source familiar with
the matter told DH.

OSL survey covers a ra-
dius of up to 20 km from the
proposed runway’s reference
pointand uses modern equip-
ment to measure the height
and location ofobstacles, Both
proposed sites are near sen-
sitive defence-controlled air-
space, as Bengaluru is home
to Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited.

The source added that the
Tamil Nadu government has
already written tothe Defence
Ministry seeking permission
for relaxation of the airspace
in Hosur for commercial op-
erations. “The permission will
take longer dueto the process-
es and sensitivities involved.
However, asa firststep, we will
conduct the OLS survey,” the

source said.

Another source said the
government will thoroughly
review the OLS survey before
selecting a location.

“If the survey indicates that
only one location’s airspace is
feasible for operations, we will
choose that location. If both
sites are suitable, we will need
to make a decision,” the sec-
ond source added.

The AAIL in its report,
spoke about the merits and
demerits of both the loca-
tions shortlisted from five
locations proposed by the
Tamil Nadu government af-
teritannounced plansto con-
struct a greenfield airportin
Hosur.

In a parallel development,
the TN government is also in
touch with TAAL to convert
its facility into Hosur Airport
through a joint venture to de-
velop the airport. One of the
shortlisted sites is adjacent to
the TAAL airport.
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Chennai airport pushed to the
sixth spot in passenger traffic
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Miles to go:
This photo taken
in March this
year shows
Phase ll
modernisation
work in progress
at the Chennai
airport.
Passengers
demand more
flights and better
maintenance

of the airport,
besides

more facilities.
M. SRINATH

In March this year, Hyderabad airport recorded a 17.3% increase in passenger traffic and Bengaluru 12.7%. But Chennai posted a mere
7.2%. Passengers and travel industry experts say connectivity and better infrastructure are the key for Chennai to do the catch-up

CITY MATTERS

Sunitha Sekar

n March, while the Hyderabad air-
port recorded a commendable rise
of 17.3% in passenger traffic, Benga-
luru reported 12.7%. But the num-
ber of passengers that the Chennai airport
handled that month was far less; it record-
ed a mere 7.2% increase. This has pushed
the airport to the sixth position in the pas-
senger traffic, behind Delhi, Mumbai, Ben-
galuru, Hyderabad, and Kolkata. While the
domestic passenger traffic increased
10.4%, the international passenger traffic
dipped 1.7%.

The Airports Authority of India (AAI) in-
vested 32,467 crore in the modernisation
of the Chennai airport. The construction
of a new international terminal is under
way.

But air passengers and travel industry
experts say that connectivity, massive in-
frastructure upgrade, and better mainte-
nance are the key for the Chennai airport
to regain the lost position.

Setting a benchmark
S. Jeyasekaran of Travel Agents Association
of India (TAAI) says the Bengaluru and
Hyderabad airports have set a benchmark,
with terrific infrastructure and terminals.
This is attracting more airlines and new
routes, both domestic and international.
Sometimes, if New Delhi or Bengaluru has
direct connectivity to an international des-
tination, the passenger flies from Chennai
to either of the cities and takes the con-
necting flight. This results in either of
these airports getting traffic from the
Chennai airport. For instance, to fly from
Chennai to San Francisco, one could go to
Bengaluru or Mumbai and take a connect-
ing flight. Passengers also have other tran-
sit options like Doha or Dubai. Similarly,
Bengaluru has a direct flight to Bali and
Sydney, but Chennai has none.

“When Mumbai or Bengaluru can have
a direct flight to the U.S. or Bali, why can’t

AAI officials say that
with the limited land
available, they

have been striving
to upgrade the
infrastructure.

Thev have been
taking steps to
resolve the WiFi
issue and passengers
will be able to

access it without
hassle verv soon

Chennai? Private operators are able to add
better facilities that airlines and passen-
gers need rather quickly. We are not able
to match them,” he says.

Passengers pitch for privatisation

Air passengers say privatisation could cer-
tainly help the Chennai airport and resolve
some of the problems. For instance, the
options to eat and shop is phenomenal at a
private airport like the one in Mumbai,
says Vidyasagar Jagadeesan, a frequent
flyer.

“You feel like you are spending time in a
mall. Especially during long-haul flights,
when people have ample time, they would
like to go around, eat at a nice place, and
do some window-shopping. At Chennai,
these options are limited,” he points out.

Passengers have flagged a few other is-
sues, too, on social media. One of the main
problems for domestic passengers is the
difficulty in getting a cab. Passengers have
to take a buggy or walk to the multi-level
car park. This arrangement has put them
to inconvenience.

Sorav Jain, one of the passengers, post-
ed: “What a pain chennai airport has be-
come! Catching a cab is a nightmare. poor
management of lifts and no one just cares.

Tedious task: Domestic passengers have to take a buggy or walk to the multi-level
car park to get a cab. They are unhappy with this arrangement. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

When Mumbai or Bengaluru can have
a direct flight to the US. or Bali, why
can’'t Chennai? Private operators are
able to add better facilities that airlines

and passengers need rather quickly.
We are not able to match them.

S.JEYASEKARAN,
Travel Agents Association of India

@AAI Official @aaichnairport-how long
should one wait for the lift?”

WiFi puts them off

Meanwhile, international passengers are
unable to use free WiFi in the absence of a
local SIM card and it has been putting
them off. An international passenger took
to social media. Baranitharan posted, “Sad
to see Chennai International Airport not
having free WiFi in the International De-
parture Gates. #AAI didn’t have enough
fund to provide free WiFi for International
Passengers? I've used free WiFi in #Berlin
and #Doha international airports today
#Chennai @aaichnairport.”

AAI officials say that with the limited
land available, they have been striving to
upgrade the infrastructure. They have
been taking steps to resolve the WiFi issue
and passengers will be able to access it
without hassle very soon. Officials are also
considering a second pick-up point for
passengers to board a cab and several bug-
gies have been made available for passen-
gers.

Pitch for new flights

The officials note that they also want more
airlines to start new flights to more desti-
nations from the Chennai airport. “But the
decision rests with the Ministry of Civil
Aviation. It takes the call on which city gets
a new flight to a particular destination. We
recently made a pitch to a few airlines for
operating flights to Australia and Japan,
among other destinations,” an official says.
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With airports across
north-west India shut,
over 400 flights cancelled

Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

India’s precision strikes on
terrorist sites in Pakistan
caused major disruption of
civil aviation operations in
the country’s north-western
region on Wednesday. The
operations are expected to
remain constrained as a ‘No-
tice to Airmen’ (Notam) is
applicable until May 10.

According to industry es-
timates, over 400 flights were
cancelled as a precautionary
measure on Wednesday, with
the government shutting
more than 20 airports across
north-west India, including
Jammu, Srinagar, Leh, Amrit-
sar and Shimla.

In Gujarat, four airports
close to the Indo-Pakistan
border — Bhuj, Kandla, Jam-
nagar and Rajkot — were
temporarily shut for civilian
aircraft operations. Air India
cancelled all flights to and
from Jammu, Srinagar, Leh,
Jamnagar, Jodhpur, Amritsar,
Bhuj, Chandigarh and Rajkot
until May 10, while IndiGo
cancelled over 165 flights
from multiple airports.

FOREIGN CARRIERS HIT

Foreign airlines were also im-
pacted with US carriers
American and United cancel-
ling their Tuesday departures
to Delhi. Other airlines, such

Security persnnnei at the
closed Kangra airport, near
Dharamshala moortiy ry

as Finnair and KLM, have had
to divert or take longer
routes, resulting in increased
flight time.

“Given the current situ-
ation between India and
Pakistan being tense, we now
roll into a hostile ‘trigger-
happy’ airspace environ-
ment; all aircraft, commer-
cial, civil, private and cargo,
and helicopters planning
flights in the vicinity of the
FIR boundary are cautioned
to restrict flights, as the
chances of being mistaken as
enemy aircraft are extremely
high,” civil aviation expert
Mark D Martin of Martin
Consulting told businessline.

“In the past, we have seen
two such major events, the
shooting down of Azerbaijan
Airlines ERJ 175 and that of
MH17in 2015 over Ukraine.”

With inputs from Aneesh Phadnis in
Mumbai, Avinash Nair in Ahmedabad
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Operation Sindoor Leads to Air
Travel Disruptions in North, West

Over 20 airports shut down: international routes affected with Pakistan’s airspace closure

Our Bureau

Mumbai: Air travel across nort-
hern and western India was seve-
rely disrupted on Wednesday after
the government shut down at least
# airports following precision
missile strikes on terror infrast-
ructure in Pakistan and Pakistan-
oecupied Kashmir under “Opera-
tion Sindoor”

Jammu remained cancelled until
further notice,

According to data shared by av-
tationdata analytics firm Cirium
with ET, over 600 international
flights were set to operate on mul-
tiple airports in India, which are
likely to have been impacted. The
company sald "At present, we do
not have dataonairlines avoiding
Pakistani airspace, We note that
ﬂ'u_.:ht cancellations may conti-

The strikes were in response to
the April 22 terror attack in Pahal-
gamthatkilled 26 civilians. Indian [N

2 nue from international carriers
L=

£ intoIndia.”

5 Thesituation also led to the shuat-

forees targeted nine terror sites,
including in Bahawalpur, a
known Jaish-e-Mohammed
stronghold. Officials said no Pa-
kistani military installations we-
rehit.

In the aftermath, domestic and
international airspace restrie-
tions took effect, with at least 20
airports across Jammu & Kash-
mir, Himachal Pradesh, Punjah,
Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Uttar
Pradesh impacted. These include
Srinagar, Jammu, Leh, Amritsar,
Chandigarh, Dharamshala, Bhuj.
and Jodhpur, However, there is no
official statement from the Civil
aviation ministry.

Air India suspended services to
nine airports until 12 noon on May

Missing Passengers: A deserted Shaheed Bhagat Singh Internationall
Airport in Chandigarh on Wednesday after the Indian Air Force took control

7, stating: “In view of the prevai-
ling situation, Alr India has can-
celled all its flights to and from the
following stations — Jammu, Sri-
nagar, Leh, Jodhpur, Amritsar,
Bhuj, Jamnagar, Chandigarh and
Rajkot —till 12 noon on 7 May, pen-
ding further updates from autho-
rities, Two international flights
en route to Amritsar are being di-
verted to Delhi,” Air India said in
aposton X.

Later, it extended the suspension
to 5:20 AM on May 10 after recei-
ving a government notification.

IndiGo cancelled flights to at le-
ast seven cities, “In continuation

to our earlier update and in wake
of the prevailing situation, flights
to/from Srinagar, Jammu, Amrit-
sar, Leh, Chandigarh, Dharams-
hala, Bikaner, and Jodhpur stand
cancelled for the day We are anti-
cipating changes in Qight schedu-
les across our network and since-
rely advise all customers to stay
updated on their flight status befo-
re heading to the airport,” IndiGo
said in a post.

SpiceJet and Akasa Ajralso con-
firmed suspensions at several af-
fected airports, Alr India Express
added that its flights to and from
Hindon, Srinagar, Amritsar, and

" down of Pakistaniairspace. Qatar
Alrways suspended ights to Pa-
kistan. "The airline is closely mo-
nitoring the sitnation and will
continue to prioritise the safety of
its passengers and crew,” it said.

Finnair stated itz Delhi-bound
flight had to divert to Baku for re-
fuelling and would now experien-
ce longer durations. “Flight time
to Delhi will increase appr oxXima-
tely L5 hours.., Safety 1:: alwavs
our number one priority,” it said,

Singapore Airlines confirmed
all its flights, including those by
Scoot, stopped overflving Pakista-
ni airspace from May 6. United
Aijrlines cancelled its New York-
~Delhiservice and is reviewing fu-
ture operations.
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Over 300 flights cancelled; 25 airports shut

MORE THAMN 300 flights have
been cancelled and at least 25
airports, including Srinagar,
hawe been temporarilys hut for
opemtionsamidrestrictions in
the wake of the armed forces
launching missile attacks on
terror targets in Pakistan on
Wednesday mormning,

Air India, IndiGo, Spicejet,
AirIndia Express, Akasa Air,
and a few foreign airlines

have cancelled their services
to and from various airports,
Sources said that at loast
25 airports in the northem
and western parts of the
country have been tem paorar-
ily shut. These airports
indude Srinagar, Leh, Jammu,
Amritsar, Pathankot, Chandi-
garh, |odhpur, [aisalmer,
Shimla, Dharamshala and
amnagar,thevadded

According to one of the
sources, more than 300
flights to and from various
airports have been cancelled
by airlines,

IndiGo said it has can
celled morethan 165 flights
from various domestic air
ports, including Amritsar
and Srinagar, till carly
moming of May 10 due to
airspace restrictions. —PT]
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CONSTRUCTIONS NEAR AIRPORT

Take serious steps
against illegal
structures, says HC

Urvi Mahajani

MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court on
Monday asked the Collector to
take “serious and effective
steps” in taking action against
unauthorised structures | con-
struction  near  Mumbai
International Airport that viol-
ate safety norms and pose a
risk to aircraft, warning that
falure to do so would invite
strict action.

A bench of Chief Justice
Alok Aradbe and Justice MS
Karnik made the observation
while hearing a PIL by activist
Yeshwant Shenoy raising con-
cems over aviation safety and
seeking the removal of unauth-
orised buildings around the
airport Shenoy argued that
despite previous violations,
new constructions continued
o emerge, making strict moni-
toring essential.

Last month, the bench
directed the collector t take
action against eight struc-
tureg/offending  portions  of
buildings which were found to
be in violation of the rules.

During the hearing, addi-
tional government leader Neha
Bhide informed the bench that
of the eight structures, the col-
lector has initisted eviction
action against five.

The Director General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has decided
applications of two other struc-

res and asked them to take

action within 60 days, Bhide
said. Shenoy pointed out that
the DGCA has passed orders of
demoliion of some of these
structures about ten years
back, but no action has been
taken ‘Afterthisthere are LO0O
more which have come up. We
are talking about a dangerous
situation,” Shenoy submitted.

Citing the example of June
2018 where a private aircraft
crashed into an under con-
struction building in
Ghatlopar, killing five persons,
Shenoy said the tragedy could
have been much worse had it
been a Boeing or a large air-
plane.

However, the bench empha-
sised that it cannot pass orders
to dernolish buildings without
following due process.

The bench asked the state to
take action or face conse-
quences. “lssue of public safety
is involved. Take effective steps.
Ask the collector to be serious,
Otherwise we will take the col-
lector to task” the bench
remarked.

The HC has also sought a
compliance report by the next
date of hearing on June 18.
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RGIA airport
decked up to
welcome Miss
World delegates

METROINDIANEWS | HYDERARAD

The Rajiv Gandhi Inter-
national Afrport (RGIA) has
been decked up with fresh
flowers and traditional mangp
and banana leaf toranas to cre-
ate a festive and visually im-
mersive  atmosphere 1o
welcome the delegates to Miss
World event to be held in Hy-
derbabad.

Minister for Tourism and
Culture Jupally Krishna Rao
visited Rajiv Gandhi Inter-
national Airport, Shamshabad,
on Tuesday to review the ar-
rangements for receiving in-
ternational delegates arriving
for the Miss World pageant.

The Minister instructed of-
ficials to ensure a grand and
culturally authentic welcome
that reflects Telangana’s rich
traditions and warm hospital-
ity. “The airport must serve as
a vibrant gateway to Telan-
gana'sidentity, showcasing our
traditions and culrural pride”
he remarked.

During the inspection, the
Minister briefly interacted
wiith Miss India Nandini Gupta
and Miss Mexico Marlé Lél
Cervantes, who had arrived at
the airport. He encouraged
them to explore Telangana's
historical and cultural land-
marks and extended his best
wishes for their participation
in the Miss World event.
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21 airports in North India

to remain shut till May 10

Decision following Indian military strikes on Pakistan has resulted in a large number of flight
cancellations by Indian airlines operating on domestic routes; international flights too affected

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

t least 21 airports
Aacrﬂss India, pri-
marily in northern

and north-western re-
gions, have been closed for
passenger flights until May
10, following a government
directive amid Indian mili-
tary strikes near the bor-
der with Pakistan.

These airports will re-
main closed till 5.29 a.m.
on May 10, says the notice
to airmen (NOTAM) issued
to airlines accessed by The
Hindu through sources in
the Civil Aviation Ministry.

The airports span the
Union Territories of Jam-
mu and Kashmir and Leh
and the States of Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh, Rajas-
than, and Gujarat.

This has resulted in a
large number of flight can-
cellations by Indian air-
lines operating on domes-
tic routes. Some
international flights were
also affected as airlines, in-
cluding those of the U.S.
could not use Pakistan’s
airspace. The airports in
clude those in Jammu and
Srinagar in J&K and Leh;
Amritsar, Chandigarh, Pa-
tiala and Halwara airports

Left in the lurch: Passengers seen stranded after the closure of Sri
Guru Ramdas Ji International Airport in Amritsar on Wednesday. AN

in Punjab; Shimla and Dha-
ramshala in Himachal Pra-
desh; Jodhpur, Bikaner, Jai-
salmer and Kishangarh in
Rajasthan; and Bhuj, Jam-
nagar, Rajkot, Mundra,
Porbandar, Kandla, Kesh-
od and Bhuj in Gujarat, as
per a NOTAM issued by the
Airports Authority of In-
dia. The Gwalior and Hin-
don airports have also
been affected, according to
information posted by the
airlines on X.

Many of these airports
are used jointly by airlines

and the IAF. IndiGo has
cancelled over 165 flights
across 11 airports until 5.29
a.m. of May 10, according
to its press statement. Air
India confirmed flight can-
cellations at nine airports
in a post on X for the same
time frame. Air India Ex-
press also halted flights
from Amritsar, Gwalior,
Jammu, Srinagar, and Hin-
don. SpiceJet has cancelled
flights to and from Leh, Sri-
nagar, Jammu, Dharamsha-
la, Kandla and Amritsar.
Akasa Air said it has can-

celled all its flights to and
from Srinagar until May 9.

The NOTAM came into
effect from early morning
on Wednesday for most of
these airports when flight-
tracking websites such as
FlightRadar24 showed no
commercial flights operat-
ing in Indian airspace
north of New Delhi barring
Dehradun.

Airlines have notified
passengers via social me-
dia about potential delays
and cancellations, urging
them to check flight status-
es and plan accordingly. All
affected airlines have of-
fered free rescheduling or
full refunds for cancelled
flights. While U.S. carriers
American and United can-
celled their Tuesday depar-
tures to Delhi, other air-
craft from West Asia and
Europe that were already
en route to India diverted
to other airports due to
tensions in the region.

“Due to the evolving sit-
uation in South Asia and
resulting airspace limita-
tions, United has cancelled
our flight to New Delhi to-
day. We will continue to
monitor the situation and
make decisions on upcom-
ing flights,” the airline said
in a statement.
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27 airports shut, air routes

over L.oC closed for traffi

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Twenty-seven air-
ports across northern India were
closed for commercial flights
until Saturday morning, follow-
ing India's targeted strikes in
Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Jammu & Kashmir in the early
hours of Wednesday.

The airports were shut shortly
after the attack at 1.30 am, offi-
cials said, adding that the first
NOTAM (Notice to Airmen)—an
official written notice to aviation
stakeholders announcing the
closure of 18 airports—was
issued only early in the morning,
The Airports Authority of India
(AAI) issued a second NOTAM at
3:20 pm, adding nine more air-
ports to the list.

The affected airports include
Dharamshala, Hindon, Gwalior,
Kishangarh, Srinagar, Amritsar,
Patiala, Shimla, Gaggal, Jais-
almer, Jodhpur, Bikaner, Hal-
wara, Pathankot, Jammu, Leh,
Ludhiana, Bhuntar, Bhatinda,
Mundra, Jamnagar, Rajkot, Por-
bandar, Kandla, Keshod, Bhuj,
and Chandigarh. Those, which
currently has no civil flight oper-
ations, was also closed.

Delhi's Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (IGIA) remained
the northernmost operational
civilian facility apart from Deh-
radun,

“The IAF (Indian Air Force)
contacted air traffic control and
verbally instructed the shut-
down of airports in northern and
western India. Airlines were
informed accordingly,” an offi-
cial familiar with the matter
said, adding that the latest
update indicates the airports will
remain closed until 5.29 am on
May 10.

Asa result, airlines cancelled
flights to and from the affected
airports. According to officials,
over 250 flights were cancelled
due to the closures.

Around 140 flights to and
from the Delhi airport alone
were cancelled by various air-
lines including foreign carriers.
At the Delhi airport, 66 domestic
departures and 65 domestic

Deserted view of Chandigarh international airport after
airstrike on Pakistan on Wednesday.

arrivals were cancelled by 7 pm
on Wednesday. Additionally,
four international flights—two
arrivals and two departures—
were also cancelled in the early
hours, including a flight of
American Airlines.

According to Flightradar24,
Delhi saw delays of over 300
flights by an average of 15 min-
utes. “Due to the closure of air-
ports in northern and western
India, Delhi airport is currently
handling about 65% of its usual
flight movements,” an airport
official noted.

Indian carriers scrambled to
adjust operations amid the
evolving situation. An IndiGo
spokesperson said: “Due to a
government notification on air-
space restrictions, over 165
IndiGo flights from multiple air-
ports (Amritsar, Bikaner, Chan-
digarh, Dharamshala, Gwalior,
Jammu, Jodhpur, Kishangarh,
Leh, Rajkot, and Srinagar) are
cancelled until 05:29 IST on 10
May, 2025."

Air India had to cancel about
65 flights due to the closures.
Theairline announced: “In view
of the prevailing situation, Air
India has cancelled all its flights
to and from the following sta-
tions—Jammu, Srinagar, Leh,
Jodhpur, Amritsar, Bhuj, Jamna-
gar, Chandigarh and Rajkot. Two
international flights en route to
Amritsar are being diverted to
Delhi.”

SpiceJet confirmed that air-
ports in parts of northern India

HTPHOTO

were closed until further notice,
cautioning that “departures,
arrivals, and consequential
flights may be impacted.” Akasa
Air similarly announced cancel-
lations of all Srinagar flights due
to theairport closure.

India also shut down 25 inter-
national flight routes that allow
aircraft to enter Indian airspace
and overfly Pakistan. “These
routes were shut down at
around 2:30 pm,” one official
said, adding, “The closure pre-
vents any airline from entering
Pakistan via India. The routes
allowing flights into Pakistan
through Indian airspace were
closed with immediate effect.
This also restricts foreign carri-
ers from using them.”

Mark D Martin of Martin Con-
sulting, an Asia-based aviation
safety firm, explained: “India
shutting down routes is a pre-
cautionary step to ensure civil
commercial aircraft are not mis-
taken for military or offensive air
defence aircraft. All airlines and
aircraft operators, including
business jets and helicopters,
must avoid flights in and around
airspace bordering Pakistan as a
safety measure.”

Commercial jets streamed out
of Pakistani airspace, leaving the
skies effectively empty. An Ethi-
opian Airlines plane to Seoul
and a Turkish Airlines jet going
to Istanbul from Karachi were
the last flights to leave Pakistani
airspace, according to flight-
tracking website Flightradar24.
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135 flights cancelled at Delhi Airport

DEVANSHMITTAL
MEW DELHL MAY T

HOURS AFTER the Indian armed
forces struck nine sitesin Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
as they launched Qperation
Sindoor, flight operations acmss
North India were impacted on
Wednesday, including at Delhi
Adrport, which witnessed af least
135 flights being cancelked.

As manyas & amvang and 66
departing flights at Indira Gandhi
Intermational Airpont (IGLA), have
been cancelled, a soure sl Twe
departing and twoamrivinginter-
national flights were also can-
celled, thesource added.

“All operations aross enmi-
nals and all 4rumaays at Dedhiar-
port continue to funcion nor-
mally However, there have been
impact on some fights dueto
changing airspace,” Delhi
Intemational Airport Limited
(DALY, which operates the IGIA,
saidina post onX,

IndiGoand Ar Indiacancelled
all its Mights scheduled o and

During amockdrill at airport on Wed nesday. Gaiendn vaday

from airports in North Incia, in-

cluding Srinagar, Jammu,
Amnitsar, Leh, Chandigarh,
Bikaner, Jodhpur, and

Dharamshala gl May 10, Airindia
also cancedled all its Mights o and
from Jammu, Srinagar, Leh,
Jodhpur, Amnsar, Bhuj Jamnagar,
Chandsarh and Rajkor allMay 10,

Air Indlia further said thattwo
intermationa Mights to Kashmir
werediverted o Delhi.

The cancellations and delays
left many passengersstranded.

Kabcharan({45)has beenatthe

airportwith hiswile and two dil-
drensince 5 pmon Toesday, "W
reached Delhi early Tuesday by
train from Chhatarpur in Mad wa
Pradesh.. We came o the airpart
in the evening. Since then, we
have been here” said Kalicharan,
whowasgongtoleh towork ata
Construcionsite,

“They are saying there might
bea Behiomomow atemoon, so
wewill wait,” said his son Karan
Meherwal{ 18] ashelay onabed-
sheet spread on the floor outside
Terminal 1,



yreara 3w

AIRPFPORTITS AUTHORITY

OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE INDIAN EXPEESS

DELHT

8 MAY Z0Z5

At least 430 flights
cancelled as many
airports closed for
commercial op

SUKALPSHARMA
MNEW DELHI, MAY 7

COMMEROALFUIGHT operations
were disrupted as various airports,
particularly those close to the
India-Pakistan border or housed
at keyIndian Air Force bases, were
closed Wednesdayinthewake of
the Indian armed forces’ attacks
on terror sites in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.

Asof 4 pm Wednesday, 430
flights — or 3 per cent of the
scheduled Mlights for the day —
werecancelled as civil operations
at around 25 aiports —largely in
the northern part of the country
—wereclosed, according to advi-
sories issued by various Indian air-
lines and data compiled by flight
tracking service Fightradar24.

Inmostcases, theairportsare
expected to be closed for com-
mercial operations until around
05:30amon May 10, with Indian
carriers cancelling all flights to
such airports at least until then
These airports were, however,
expected tobe fully operational
for Defence flights,

Theaffected airports include:
Srinagar, Jammu, Leh, Amritsar,
Chandigarh, Jodhpur, Bikaner,
Gwalior, Rajkot, Bhuj, Jamnagar,
Dharamshala, Bathinda, Shimla,
Hindon, Kishangarh, and Kandla.
Amajority of these are located at
defence airfields, withsome see-
ing only a handful commercial
flights a day.

Indian carriers cautioned fly-
ers that the disruptions were ex-
pected to affect flight schedules
in other parts of the country as
well, Carriers were also offering
free rescheduling and full refund
on cancellations to those whose
flights were impacted.

“Due o government notifica-
lionon airspace restrictions, over
165 IndiGo fights from multiple
airports (Amritsar, Bikaner,
Chandigarh, Dharamshala,
Gwalior, Jammu, Jodhpur,

Thediversion in air traffic as
seen on flight tracking site
Flightradar24

Kishangarh, Leh, Rajkot, and
Srinagar) arecancelled until 0529
hrs IST of 10 May, 2025, Customers
are encouraged to check their
flight status on ourwebsite or mo-
bile app before heading to the air-
port,” India’s largest airline,
IndiGo,said in a statement.

In an advisory to passengers
posted on X, Air India said: “Air
India flights to and from the fol-
lowing stations - Jammu,
Srinagar, Leh, Jodhpur, Amritsar,
Bhuj, Jamnagar, Chandigarh and
Rajkot - are being cancelled till
0529 hrs1ST on 10 May following
a notification from aviation au-
thorities on closure of these air-
ports, Customers holding valid
tickets for travel during this pe-
riod will be offered a one-time
waiver on rescheduling charges
or a full refund for cancellations”.

Another budget carrier
SpiceJet said all its flights to and
from Leh, Srinagar, Jammu,
Dharamshala, Kandla, and
Amritsar were cancelled.

Government-owned re-
gional airline Alliance Air also
announced cancellation of
flights to and from Amritsar,
Bhuj, Bathinda, Chandigarh,
Dharamshala, and Shimla.

Outside the Amritsar airport, where civilian flight
operations were closed on Wednesday. Rana Simranjeet Singh

$The IndianEXPRESS
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|pdhpur Airport was among
those ciosed temporanty on
‘Wernesriay L

27 airports
temporarily
shut; many
flights
cancelled
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Delhi airport cancels 140 flights

OUR CORRESPOMNDENT

NEW DELHL Around 140
flights to and from the Delhi
atrport were cancelled by vari-
ous airlines including foreign
carriers on Wednesday in the
witke of the armed forces carry-
irig ol missile strikes on terror
targets in Pakistan.

A source sabd that 65 arriv-
als and 66 departures were can-
celled. Besides, 2 international
departures and 2 international
arrivals were cancelled during

the day, the source added.

Also, 4 international depar-

tures, including a flight of

American Alrlines, were can-
celled since 12am.

“Diae to changing airspace
conditions some flights have
been impacted. Passengers
are advised to contact their
respective airlines for the lat-
est updates and alternate travel
arrangements.

“We are working closely
with airlines and Air Traffic
Controd (ATC) to minimise any
disruptions to llight schedules
DIAL said in a post on X

Delhi Imernational
Ltd (DIAL) operates the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
(IGIA), which handles around
1,300 flights daily.

In retaliation lor the Pahal-
gam terror attack, Indian
armed forces, under Crpera-
tion Sindoor, on early Wednes-
day, carried out missile strikes
on nine lerror largels in Paki-
stan and Pakistan-Occupied
Kashmir, Erl.dudi.ng the Jaish-
e-Mohammad stronghold of
Bahawalpur and Lashkar-e-
Taibas base in Muridke,
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IGI airport remains calm despite flight
cancellations after ‘Operation Sindoor’

SHEEHAR SINGH @ Mew Delhi

EVEN asdomestic airlines can-
celled more Oights till May 10
and advised passengers to
check their Right status before
leaving for the airport, the
Indira Gandhi International
(IGH Alrport in Delhi remained
calm on Wednesday. No chaos
or large crowds were reported
and similar conditions echoed
al New Delhi Rallway Station
and [SBT Kashmere Gate.

However, Delhi Police
conducted intense checks and
patrols at 1G] airport, railway
stations and [SBT.

“A comprehensive mock drill
was conducted at IGlalrport on
Terminal-3 following the Min-
istry of Home Affalrs (MHA)
directions,” said a senior police
official. The fMight cancella
tlons came after India carried
out “Operation Sindoor’ with

precision, targeting nine ter-
rorist camps in Pakistan occu-
pied Jammu & Kashmir and
Pakistan which were allegedly
associated with groups respon-
sible for the Pahalgam terrorist
attack. Airdine operations, Alr
India, Spiceet, IndiGo, Ajr In-
dia Express among others,
quickly responded with adviso-

ries and refund arrangements

Inderjeet Ahlawat, who
works in the agriculture indus-
try and regularly fies from
Delhi to Punjab for business,
sald, “We understand the need
for safety rules at this time and
no one should object. Tillthings
setfle down, we can use tralns
or buses,”™
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250 flights cancelled, 16
airports shut for now

5 LALITHA & Mew Deti

HOURS after India conducted
precision strikes on terrorist
infrastructure in Pol and Pa-
Kistan, at least 250 flights to
and from Delhi alrport were
cance lled on Wednesday

Ten minutes after the strike
concludead, the Night tracking
platform Flightradar24 re-
leased images showing most
flights diverting out of
Pakistani airspace. e

An alrport source =N

gaid that 16 airports S
in India, spread W~
across the Nve states "!,{:'-,
of J&K, Himachal .
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gu-
jarat, and Punjab, were dosed
for civilian operat ions,
Thesource said, "Asol now,
we have been told the closure
is indefinite and forther
opening dates will be notified
later " Alr India subsequently
announced that two interna-
tional Nights to the Amritsar
International Alrport, one
from Birmingham and
anotheér from Gatwick, were

being diverted to Delhi.

In astaterment, it added that
Adr India has cancelled all its
Nights toand from the follow-
ing stations Jammu,
Srinagar, Leh, Jodhpur, Am.
ritsar, Bhug, Jamnagar, Chan-
digarh, and Rajkot until
May 10

Indigo zaid, “Due to gov-
ernment notification on air-
space restrictions, over 165

IndiGo flights from mul-
S, tiple airports (Amrit
B sar, Bikaner, Chandi-

garh, Dharamshala,
Gwalior, Jammu,
Jodhpur, Kishangarh,
Leh, Rajkot, and Sring-
gar) are cancelled until
5,20 am on 10 May 2025."

Spicajet also announced
the cancellation of its Mights
to and from Leh, Srinagar,
Jammu, Dharmashals, Kand-
Ia and Amritsar for the sane
deadline. At the same time,
Akaga Alrcaneelled 1ts Bights
toand rom Srinagar

AThal Afrwavs flight from
Frankfurt to Bangkok (TG-
921 ) was diverted to Dubal
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India shuts down 18 airports

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Dolhi

fter India launched multiple strikes
gam:.t terrorist sites in Pakistan
d Pakistan-ocoupied Kashmir,
airports in Srinagar, Leh, Janumu, Amritsar,
Pathankot, Chandigarh, Jodhpur, Jaisabmer,
Shimla, Dharamshala and Jamnagar have
been closed fill 5.29 am on May 10. As
many as 400 flights have been cancelled
and at least 18 airports across northern
India have been temporarily shut, amid
restrictions in the wake of the armed forces
launching missile attacks against Pakistan
on Wednesday morning. Air India, IndiCia,
Spicefet, Air India Express, Akasa Air, and
a few foreign airlines cancelled their ser-
vices to and from various airports.

“This is a national emergency, the safe-
ty of passengers is paramount. DGCA is
manitoring the sitpation,” sources said

Inditio said it has cancelled more than
165 tlights from various domestic aEporu,
mdu.ﬁg Amritsar and Srinagar, till early
moming of May 10 due to airspace
restrictions. “Air India flights to and from
the following stations, JTammu, Srinagar,
Leh, Jodhpur, Amritsar, Bhoj, Jamnagar,
Chandigarh. and Rajkot, are being can-
celled Ell 0529 hrs IST on 10 May follove-
ing a notification from aviation authori-
ties on the closure of these airports,” the
airfine said.

In a post an X, the airline also said pas-
sengers holding valid tickets for travel dur-
ing this period will be offered a one-time
waiver an rescheduling charges or a full
refund for cancellations.

"Due to government notification on air-
space restrictions, over 165 IndiCio fights
from multiple airports { Amritsar, Bikaner,
Chandigarh, Dharamshala, Gwalior,

Jarnmu, fodhpur, Kishangarh, Leh, Rajkot,
and Srinagar) are cancelled until 0529 hrs.
IST of 10 May 2025, IndiCio said in a state-
ment ‘The aifline also said that passengers
whose flights are affected can reschedule
the booking on the next available ﬂiﬁghl or
Opt to cance blihn:jr bookings i no addition-
al cost, and a full refund will be processed.
Indi(io operates around 2200 flights
daily.

In an update on X, Spicefet said airparts
in parts of northern India, includi
Dharamshala, Leh, Jammu, Srinagar, an
Amritsar are closed until further notice.
Diepartures, arrivals, and consequential
flights may be impacted. The affected pas-
sengers can opt for & full refund or an arﬁ
nate flight as per availability, it added.

At least 140 flights to and trom the Dethi
girport, the country’s largest and busiest
airport, have been cancelled since 12 am.
The source said that 65 arrivals and &6
departures were cancelled. Besides, 2
international res and 2 internation-
al arrivals were cancelled during the day,
the source added. Also, four internation-

al departures, including a flight of

American Airines, were cancelled since 12
am. “Due to changing airspace conditions
some flights have been impacted.
Passengers are advised to contact their
respective airlines for the latest updates and
alternate travel arrangements. “We are
working closely with airlines and Air
Traffic Controd (ATC) to minimise amy dis-
ruptions to flight schedules” DIAL said in
a post on X. The Indira Gandhi
International Airport HEIAJ in the nation-
4l capital is the country’s busiest airport
and es around 1,300 fight move-
ments daily,

Continusd on M P2

India shuts down 18 airports

'm from ™ “Kindly note, due
Elng airspace conditions some
ﬂ I.SJ'IH ve been impacted at Delhi
m;inn DIAL said in a post on X
ht tracking data also showed no
ch!an aircraft activity north of Delhi,
whiere some of the sensitive airports close
1o the Pakistan barder are located.
Alasa Air, in a post on X, said that due
to the prevailing situstion in the region,
all its flights to and from Srinagar have
been cancelled Regional carrier Star Air
said its flights to/from Manded. Hindon,
Adampur, Kishangarh and Bhuj stand
cancelled for the day.
Air India Express, in a post on X, said
that in keeping with prevailing restric-

tions, multiple fights an our network are

impacted, including cancellation of

flights to snd from Amritsar, Jammu,
Srimagar, and Hindon, till mid-day.
There was no further update immediat-
ley. “Kindly note, due to changing air-
space conditions some tlights have been
impacted at Dethi Airport,” DIAL said in
a post on X

Meanwhile, Qatar Airways, in a post
on X, said it has temporarily suspended
flights tn Pakistan due to Pakistani air-
space closure. In retaliation for the
Pahalgam terror attack, Indian armed
forces, under Operation Sindoar, on early
‘Widnesday, carried out missile strikes on
nine terror targets in Pakistan and
Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir, incduding
the Jaish-e-Mohammad stronghold of
Bahawalpur and Lashkar-e-Taiba's hase
in Muridke.
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Delhi T2 resume operations

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B New Delhi

elhi airport’s runway RW 28/10,
D which was shut for maintenance

works, resumed operations on
Tuesday, a development that is likely to
ease air traffic congestion.

Initially, the runway was to remain
closed for a longer period to complete the
Instrument Landing System (ILS) upgra-
dation on one end, ahead of the fog sea-
son. However, the closure of the runway,
easterly winds and congestion impacted
flight operations. Against this backdrop,
the maintenance works have been tem-
porarily stopped and will resume in mid-
June. “As per approved plan with all stake-
holders, Delhi airport handed over RW
28/10 to ATC at 8:04 am today for oper-
ations till mid June.

“This addition will further aid in
streamlining operations and smoother
arrivals and dcrartures for passengersin
the unseasona varying wind conditions
that are continuing. “We prioritise pas-
senger experience and appreciate your
understanding and support,” Delhi

International Airport Ltd (DIAL) said in
a post on X on Tuesday. The runway was
closed for ILS upgradation on April 8.

The Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA}, the country’s largest and
busiest airport, handles around 1,300
flight movements daily. It has four run-
ways — RW 09/27, RW 11R/29L, RW
11L/29R and RW 10/28 — and two oper-
ational terminals — T1 and T3. T2 is cur-
rently closed for maintenance works.

Generally, a runway is numbered at
both ends, indicating the directions for
landing and departure of planes.
Sometimes, they are interchangeably
used like RW 28/10 is also mentioned as
RW 10/28.

On Monday, DIAL, which operates the
airport, said that as per approved plan,
runway RW 28/10 will be closed again
from mid-June to mid-September 2025,
following the peak tourist season, when
wind direction is also expected to shift.
“Rest assured, we are working diligent-
ly with airlines and all stakeholders to
minimise any inconvenience,” it had said.

Continued on »» P8

Delhi T2...

Costinsed fram » PV Apainst the back-

drop of air traffic congestion and flight
delays at the Delhi airport, Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu, on April 28,
said the ministry was closely monitoring
“each and every process” at the airport.

“We are closely monitoring each and
every process that is happening at the air-
port... We have guided them to ensure bet-
teré:lanning in the future,” the minister had
said amid concerns in certain quarters that
runway maintenance works could have
been planned in a better manner.
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T3 simulates scare, comes out with flying colours

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Ourside the arri
wals eoncourse ot Indles
Crandhl International Ale
port’s Termbnal 5 on Wednes
thay evening, the hot mnd hu
mid atmosplieie  schodng
with the soundof rolling suis
cases, passenger chatter and
vehicle revving was inter
rpted by 3y plercing and loud
siren. As the peogdle stood g
ping in confusion, trainmsi
prersonme] took charge Assu
ming that the T3 Arrivals had
bsen thee targed of an airstei
ke by enemy aircraft, the per
sonnel foctused on evacuating
the torminal and responding
toemergoney necds

Passengers, nirport stail,
employees of the eateries,
crow members of airlines,
andothers attheairport were
guided to the ramp leading to
the basemant, Peopls hudd led
in the hasement as they took
shelter from the “nirstrike

An official involved in the
war drill said, "Since the sce-
nario was of &n airstrike, the
first step was to evacuate the
building and ensure that peo-
ple took shelter in a safe pla-
ce. After we received the elear
signal from headquarters —a
siren in short bursts — we
told the huddled people that it
wasnow safe for them toleave
the basement."

As peaple returned to the
gates of T Arrivals, there
was Almost a sigh of relief as
if twves had actually been sa-
wved “It was asswmed that a
building collapsed during the
pirstrike while another buil-
ding caught fire,” disclosed
another official who partici-
patedd in the drill,

As the drill played out, the
alr agnin reverberated with the
long peraistent sound ol slrens
fram emergency vehicles thal
arrlved  thers  Amibolanees

'ALL HANDS ON DECK
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s the drill played out at 161 Alrport, the air was filled with the persistent wall of sirens from arriving emergency vehicles. Medics carrying

=
AL
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strotchers and first-aid kits rushod to the scene. Defhi Palice, CISF, NDRF. GMR, Civil Defence, among others, participated in the exercise

with thedr elaxans blaring arri
ved af the scene from near by ho
spitalgas Akt CATS ambulances
al’ Dedhl pove. Medbes, carrylng
arretchiers and first-aid ki, im-
miediately penched the spal. S

mltaneEsly fve tenders from
both Delli Fire Service amd the
alrpart fre departnent, &lso
withthelr slrend sereaming, jol
ned the operation, Besides
other seeurily and disaster =

ams equipped with oxygen ey
linders amd dressed in FPE kit
Became part of the emergency
FEApNSE team,

Thedenms gave frstald to
those who sustalned minor

Injuries on the spat and took
those who sustained severs
Injuries on stretchers o ho-
spitals via ambulanoes. A se-
curity personnel even carrl-
ed a man an his shoubder as

the Individual was assumed
L{4] I.I..:I'-'I' tll.'!!l:l .'|-||J|.'k. 10 | I.Iull'
ding during the smergency
While firefighters doused the
M, oblver Peselle leaims aa]
sled In the emergency e
SPOSE NeAsUrES

A member of The medical
Rediny gald, =We were Tnfor
eried abist thedeillearlerdu
ring the day, However, aroumd
Ay, we receivedd a call onowr
officiil siiinber thal soime o
sualties had been peported
From T, We immaediately rea
chixd the spot and joined the
rescueoporation,” The officl
al achied that depending on
the nwture of the injuries,
they gave Ticst aid or hospita
liged the affectsd prople, aroe
und 1 in total

A firefighter with the Air
port Rescueand Fire Foroo who
wishod not to be named. sadd af
terreceiving anakarm, they mea-
chied the spot in threo mintes

Afterthe-drill wes officinlly
announced to be “over”, direc-
fions were given for the “pati-
enits” to return. Seme passeng-
ersat the pirpert. whowere not
part of the drill, stood at one si-
deof the premises, mking pic-
tures and recording videos of
the elaborate war drill

Prateck Raj Yadey, sub-d:-
visional magistrate, Yasant
Vihar, who was the incident
commander af the drill, said
several agencies, including
Delhi Police, CISF, NDRF,
GMR and Civil Defence, took
part intheexercise. “The drill
was undertaken tocreateawa-
reness among pecple about
the siren and safe house whe-
re they can take shelter,” aakd
Yadav 1t was also conducted
to find out if there are lapses
in eoordination among the va-
rlous apencies. Today was the
first exereise. Though we did
nedt find any problem with eo-
ordination, we will analyss
the drlll with all agencles to
|FApEaYE GUF FRaponee.”
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4 1int’l, 131 domestic
flights cancelled at
IGI, 300 delayed

Tinies Mews NeETwoRs

New Delhi: After the Indian
nrimed forces” missile strike in
Pakistan and Pakistan-Oecupi-
ed Hashmir, flight operations
were impacted at Indirs Gand-
hi International Abrport on
Wednesday. Four international
and 131 domestic Nights wers
cancelled. According to Fligh-
thadarad_ a live tracking websi-
te, aver 00 Miphts were delayed
for 14 minutes on sverage.
According to an airport of-
ftetal, of the four International
Mights, two were arrivals and
e were departines, ol thi=
routes were Mew Yook, Almaty
Toronto and Maontreal Cut of
II||'l'I1|I|.|hm-u!I|'I|.l|_.l,]||h.iH‘p'l.'|'n-
dipartures and 05 arrivaks (n
vodving the alrparts that have
beery closid, Said il alficial
Chamebru Advanl, n |Es
semger who boardied the Defhi
ey Yok gt alomg with his
hEyearald mother Remalon A
vanl around midnight, sid.
HWe wakled [n the airceadt for
over bwao hours We were then
mncle to deboard as oor Right
was caneelled,. The airdines
provided us with hoelel accom-
madlation and meals, but |
wint o rediern to New York so-
on,” said Chandr. He acdded
that he was alse tryving to book
tickets through other mirlines,
Delhi Airport wrote on X
"D to chianyring airspaco con-
ditions, soms Dights hove boen
impacted. Passenijgers e advi-
sed o contact their respective
nifdines for the latest updates
amd alternate trovel armange-
mente. We are working closely
with the airlines and Air Traf-
fic Control tominimise any dis-
ruptions to flight schedules

Hindon IAF base among
20 airports closed for
commercial flights

ommercial fiights have

been suspendad at |AF's
Hindanairbase in Ghaziabad
till Saturday mosning as of
now. Hindoen is among the 20
alrportsin north and western
India that hawve been clased for
chvillan flights till Satwurday
mierning. Alr india Express and
Star Alroperate about 14
damestic flights dally to and
from Hindan, Al Express sald
on X, “We are affering a full
refund or free rescheduling for
our Mights to and fraom
Amritsar, Gwalior, Jammu,
Srinagar and Hindan until
5.29am on May 107 Akr indla
Express operates about 40
wisgkly llights from Hindan
Alrport to destinations Rke
Bengaluru, Chennal, Gog,
Jammirand Kolkata, Star Air
fhies bo places ke Belgaum,
Adampur and Pune, according
foiats wielsite, T

IndiGostited that following
the closures of certaln air
ports, it was cancelling all
flights to and from Srinagar,
Jdammu, Amritsar; Leh. Chan-
digarh, harnmshala, Bikaner,
dodhpar, Gwalior, Kishangurh
and Rajleot till 5:2am on May
10, “We ame closely monitoring
the sitvation, and further sche-
dule adjustments across other
seotars mny follow.”

Air India has also cancelled
flights toand from Jamma. Srima-
gar; Leh. Jodhpur, Amritsar, Bhag,
Jamnagar, Chandigarh and Rag-
kot tilll 5. 298 on Sanuday
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Flights Cancelled, Travellers Grounded

Travel agents see hit on both domestic and inbound travel in the wake of geopolitical tensions

Anumeha Chaturvedi

New Delhi: Travel plans of Indi-
ans took a hit on Wednesday follo-
wing Operation Sindoor with
flights to several destinations such
asJammu, Srinagar, Leh, Jodhpur,
Amritsar, Bhuj, Jamnagar, Chan-
digarh and Rajkot getting cancel-
led. Flights to destinations such as
Gwaliorand Bikaner were also hit.
Travel companies said they were
evaluating the developments and
besides domestictravellers getting
impacted, inbound travel to the co-
untry was also likely to get hit.
Subhash Goyal, chairman, STIC
Travel and chairman of the civil
aviationand tourism committee at
Indian Chamber of Commerce sa-
id the upcoming domestic summer
bookings will be impacted with the
ongoing developments. “It's not
just about immediate airport clo-
sures. In a scenario like this, peo-

ple would be wary of stepping out
domestically in the coming weeks.
We are not seeing an impact on
overseas bookings just yet, but you
never know,” he added.

In a security alert on May 7, the
US embassy in New Delhi stated
there are potential flight disrup-
tions across India, and that US citi-
zens should avoid travel to the
union territory of Jammu and
Kashmir, review their personal se-
curity plans, and monitor local me-
dia for updates. The Foreign Com-
monwealth and Development Offi-
ce (FCDO), that leads UK's diplo-
matie, development and consular
work around the world stated that
it was aware of potential disrup-
tiontoflights tofrom Indiaand was
monitoring the situation ‘closely’

“British nationals should contact
their airline for up-to-date infor-
mation,” stated FCDO and urged
them to follow the advice of local
authorities.

FILE PHOTO
Karan Agarwal, director, Cox &
Kings, said at times like these,
when geopolitical tensions are
high, travellers need to balance
theirdesiretoexplorewithanun-

derstanding of the broader
landscape.
“Right now, travellers should re-

consider non-essential travel to

certain domestic regions like
Kashmir, parts of Jammu, Leh,
and Amritsar. These areas are of-
ten the first to experience disrup-
tions, both operational and securi-
ty-related, when tensions escala-
te,” he said.

“Internationally, routes to Euro-
pe, North America, and Central
Asia are seeing longer flight dura-
tions due to rerouted paths avoi-
ding Pakistani airspace. Travel-
lers flying to cities like London,
Frankfurt, Toronto, and even
transit hubs like Dubai should fac-
tor in possible delays or changes,”
he added.

Spicedet and IndiGo said depar-
tures, arrivals and consequential
flights will be impacted as a result
of airport closures and changing
airspace conditions in parts of
Northern India, including Dha-
ramshala, Leh, Jammu, Srinagar,
and Amritsar. Passengers took to
social media seeking refunds.
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EU may Propose Tariffs on Boeing Jets: Report

The European Union (EU) in-
tends to propose tariffs on Boe-
ingjets,asitpreparestoretaliate
further if trade talks with Was-

hington fail, the Financial Times

reported on Wednesday.

The European Commission—
which oversees the 27-nation
bloc’s trade policy— plans to in-
clude civilianaircraft on a list of
roughly $100 billion inannual US
imports to be targeted, the re-
port said citing two people fami-
liar with the matter.

The measures, which would ne-
ed to be approved by a weighted
majority of member states, wo-
uld only come into effect if the
EU does not make sufficient pro-

gress in its talks with Washing-
ton to reduce US tariffs on Euro-
pean goods, the report added.

Boeing and the European Com-
mission did not immediately re-
spond to Reuters’ requests for
comments.

The EU faces US import tariffs
of 25% on its steel, aluminum
and cars. It also has to contend
with so-called "reciprocal" ta-
riffs of 10% for almost all other
goods, including aircraft, which
could rise to 20% after President
Donald Trump's 90-day pause ex-
pires onJuly 8.

European carriers have hund-
reds of jets on order with the US
planemaker, banking on a boo-

Bloomberg
ming aerospace market, but po-
tential levies could significantly
increase prices of those aircraft.

Industry sources have said the
commission is expected to ensu-
re a level playing field on tariffs
between Boeing and Europe's

Airbus by retaliating to Was-
hington’s levies.

FRESHMEASURESTODAY
Meanwhile, EU trade commis-
sioner Maros Sefcovic said the
commission will announce deta-
ils of its next countermeasures
on Thursday should negotia-
tions with Washington fail.
“...we will announce next pre-
paratory steps, both in the area
of possible rebalancing measu-
res, and also in the areas impor-
tantforthefurtherdiscussions,”
he told a news conference in
Singapore after the signing of a
digital trade agreement with the
southeast Asian country. Reuters
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Pak restores air traffic
across all major routes

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

KARACHI/ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
on Wednesday evening restored
air traffic across major routes,
while a few routes are to remain
closed for another 24 hours.

The Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA) made the announcement
as per a revised notice to airmen
(NOTAM) it issued. Pakistan
earlier on Wednesday
announced a 48-hour closure of
its airspace for all air traffic
after India carried out military
strikes on terror targets in Paki-
stan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir,

The CAA in the revised
NOTAM said that the airspace
in Islamabad, Rawalpindi and
Karachi has now been fully
restored. In a separate notice, it
added that certain parts of the
air traffic route in the Lahore
Flieht Beeion would remain

closed at all altitudes for opera-
tional reasons until 12:20pm on
May 9.

Separately, CAA spokesper-
son Saifullah Khan told
Dawn.com that only a few
routes between Lahore and
Islamabad will remain closed,
but other routes between the
two cities would remain func-
tional.

Flights arriving or departing
from Islamabad International
Airport must contact Islamabad
Air Traffic Control (ATC) before
operating their engines to
ensure clearance, he said.

Pakistan said that 57 interna-
tional flights and several local
flights were in its airspace when
India launched strikes. It for-
mally conveyed its concerns to
the International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO) regarding
the serious risks posed to civil
aviation safety by India’s reck-
less and provocative actions.

8 MAY 2025
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THE MUMBER of fiights Indigo cancelled
due to airspace restrictions following
India's strikes on nine locations in Pakistan
and Pakistan-ocosped-Kashmir
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