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AP to speed up Vizag-Bhogapuram
airport road connectivity works

—
Owr Bursa
Fhedhat mbuad

The Anclhirn Pradesh povern
el i peartiyg up bo provide
0 conmecting road network
from Vieakhapamam to the
|.1r.|..11mir|g l'IhngIrmnm Im
ternational Alrport.

The greenficld alrport, be-
ing developed by the GMR
t::rrmp. s st o hr.'gm oper
tons by August. In lami
ary, an Air India flight fram
Delhd landed soccessfully in
Bhogapuram as part of the
rmutdcen trial run,

KEY ROADS
.ﬁ..'n.'nrdiﬂg to Andhra Pra
desh Minister for Roads ansl
Rulldings, the Deeailed Pro-
_|n:| 'Fbepu:lﬂ and elevuted ex
press lighway from Anand-
apuram s almost ready and
work on main arterial roads
from the port city to the air
[t e current b underway.
Bhogapuram Is abour 60 km
awany from Visakhapatmam.
The povermment has iden

GETTING READY. The greendield airport, being develogied by
the GMR Growp, s set io begin aperations by Auguist

tified seven key roads for de-
velopment and upgradation
to decongest traffic and im-
prove ui.rpurl piress, while
rerouting vehicles from the
conpested  Old  National
Highway stretch  hetween
ﬁujl.ll.wh ang .\nanl.laqmr.m'l
Junction, marked by 12 ma

jor junctions, towdrds the
uupalll-uhundnpmm
MH-16 bypass and the Beach
Road cormdor.

I.r!itull}', the airpart s b
mu_dmrlu[rd with o capacity
1 handle & million passen-
gers por annum, with scope
for expansion in line with fu

mre growth |n ssemger
mmaffic. The project will also
feature an Acrotropolis, an
aviation hub, and o dedicated
gtate-of-the-ar  cargn ter-
miral, providing world-class
infrastructure for seamless
rumnl]mlinnn

GME Visakhapatnam In-
ternational  Airpart Lad
(GVTAL)Y, i l-l.lhnd.l':ll‘\.-'
of GMR Alrports Lid, is de-
veloping the airport with an
imvestment of grovmd T85,000
rore.

For the propect, the gov-
ernment has soquired 2200
acres of land,

1F1NLHﬁa
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Centre Asks Airports to
Reduce Landing and
Parking Charges by 25%

AERA move aims to
cushion airlines from
rising costs amid Iran
war, curb fare spike

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: The govern-
ment Tuesday asked air-
ports to temporarily reduce
landing and parking char-
ges at 34 major aerodromes
for domestic flights to shi-
eld airlines from rising
costsamidthe Iran war.

The Ailrports Economic
Regulatory Authority (AE-
RA)iInanordersaidlanding
and parking charges should
be cut by 25% for the next
three months.

AERA fixes targets for air-
port revenue for five years
across India based on para-
meters such as operating
costs, depreciation, non-ae-
ronautical revenues, and
taxes, and fixes charges
through which an airport
operatorraisesrevenue.

The authority, in the order
reviewed by ET, said air-
ports can recoup the char-
ges inthenextfive years.

Airportcharges are one of

the major costs for Indian
carriers after fuel and sala-

ry expenses.

Last week, oill marketing
companies scaled back a
move to sharply raise jet fu-
elrates, with the Centre per-
mitting only a partial incre-
ase in rates despite the Iran
war triggering a surge in
global oil prices.

Such rare moves of go-
vernment intervention 1is
expected to potentially help
avert a spike in domestic
alrfares just ahead of elec-
tions in some states later
this month and the peak
summer travel season.

The Air India group on Tu-
esday said it will impose a
fuel surcharge ranging
from %299 to 899 for domes-
tic flights and $24 to $280 for
international flights.
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‘connectivity

International connectivity from Surat alrport shrinks to just two overseas routes

FPJ News Service

SURAT

There is some disturbing news
for the international travellers
in the diamond city of Surar
International connectivity at
Surat airport is set to suffer
another setback. Air India
Express has stopped bookings
for flights on the Surat—-
Bangkok sector from July I
2026

The airline stated that the
decision was taken as the
route was not profitable,
Following this decision, a fe-
eling of anger has spread
among the passengers. It is
worth mentioning here that a
total of 5 internatiorsal flights
were operated from Surat
airport, out of which three
have been stopped

The Surat-Bangkok flight
used to depart from Surat four
days a week on Monday,
Wednesday, Friday and Su-
nday at 1050 am and reach
Bangkok at 510 pm. Now, with
the closure of bookings, flights
on this route will be com-
pletely stopped from July
During the winter schedule, a
total of five international fi-
ghts were operated from here,
which included flights to
Bangkok, Dubai and Sharjah

The number of flights in the
summer schedule, which was
implemented from March 28
to October 24, was reduced o
three, two to Dubai and one to
Bangkok. However, following
the decision to cancel Ban-
gkok flights, only two inte-
rnational flights will now
operate  from Surat Inter-

national Airport from July.
Earlier, Sharjah flights were
also completely cancelled
from March 29, while an ad-
ditional light flight from Dubai
was also removed from the
schedule. This has also drawn
resentment among the locals,
Sanjay Jain of We Work for
Working Airports at Surat
Groap snid that after Tata
Group's wok over Air India,
domestic and international
flights were gradually red-
uced. Routes to Hyderabad,
Chennai, Kolkata, Goa and
Sharjah have been closed and
frequencies to Bengaluru and
Dubai have been reduced.
Passengers are becoming the
victims of this constant ch-
ange. Experis believe that if
this situation continues. Su-
rats  international conne-

ctivity may deteriorate fur-
ther.

The treatment that is being
given to the country’s ninth
largest city in terms of air se-
rvices, even by calling it -
gnorance”, is not enough: this
is a clear injustice. Recently,
Air India has announced plans
to start o new flight between

Delhi-Ludhiana from May 15,
2026, which will use Airbus
A320 aircraft. The question is
straightforward: why is Surat,
which is among the top 10 ci-
ties in the country, still not on
their priority list? Isnt Surat a
part of India?

Interestingly, a city like
Ludhiana, whose population is

only around 20-25 lakhs, is
getting new flights, while a
megacity like Surat with a
population of around 90 lakhs
is still being ignored. So does
Air India have the illusion that
a city of 25 lakhs is more pr-
ofitable than a city of 80 lakhs?
Or is there no logic in these
decisions?

The reality is that a few
years ago, Air India com-
pletely sidelined Surat and
handed over all its flights to its
subsidiary Air India Express.
This move clearly indicates
that Surat is considered a
“budget class city”. Today, the
situation is such that Air India
Express operates limited fli-
ghts from Surat only to Delhi
and Bengaluru, which is also
negligible compared to the
actual needs of the city.

On the other hand, the co-
untry’s largest airline IndiGo is
operating the most fights
fram Surat and many of its fl-
ights are flying with 90 per-
cent load. Surat airport rec-
ords an average of 85 percent
occupancy every month, the
figures are screaming that
there is demand, there are
passengers, and there are
oppartunities  for  devel-
opment. Then the question
becomes maore serious, what is
the grudge of Air India or its
management towards Surat,
which provides such strong
and continuous traffic?

When both Air Indin and
Air India Express flights op-
erate simultancously in many
cities of the country, why is
this model not applicable for
Surat?
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PARKED INDIGO
AIRCRAFT HIT

BY VEHICLE AT
KOLKATA AIRPORT

NEW DELHI: An IndiGo aircraft
was grounded for inspection
after an “unmanned third-party
vehicle” hit it at the Netaji Sub-
hash Chandra Bose International
Airport in Kolkata on Tuesday,
the airline said.

“A third-party unmanned
vehicle on the apron moved and
came in contact with a parked
IndiGo aircraft at Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose International Air-
port, Kolkata on 7 April 2026.
The relevant authorities have
been informed,” an IndiGo
spokesperson said in a statement
issued on Tuesday evening.

“The aircraft is grounded and
undergoing thorough inspections
and necessary maintenance
before being cleared for opera-
tions. We will be closely working
with the authorities to investigate
this. The aircraft was scheduled
to operate flight 6E 6663 from
Kolkata to Guwahati. An alter-
nate aircraft has been arranged to
operate the flight,” it added

The plane was scheduled to
operate flight 6E 6663 from Kolk-
ata to Guwahati, but the airline
arranged an alternate aircraft to
operate the service. PTI
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Airport landing, parking charges
reduced by 25% in relief for airlines

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com
NEW DELHI: The government on

Tuesday directed the airport tariff

regulator to reduce landing and
parking charges at all major air-
ports by 25%, offering airlines a
measure of relief as the West Asia
conflict continues to drive up fuel
costs and disrupt routes,

The Airport Economic Regula-
tory Authority (AERA), acting on
the government directive, issued
an order on Tuesday that came
into immediate effect, reducing
aeronautical tariffs at major air-
ports for all domestic flights for
three months. The authority said it
acted “in view of the ongoing West
Asia crisis,” invoking powers
under the Airports Economic Reg-
ulatory Authority of India Act,
2008. The decision will be
reviewed before the three months
are up; any revenue shortfall for
airports will be recovered in the
next tariff cycle.

Theorder comes as airlines face
one of the steepest fuel cost envi-
ronments in years. Global jet fuel
prices have nearly doubled in a
month—rising from $99.40 per
barrel at the end of February to
$195.19 for the week ending March
27, asurge of close to 100%, as per
IATA data cited by Air India. The
refinery margin, or crack spread,
compounded the shock, nearly
tripling from $27.83 to $81.44 per
barrel in the same period.

The government has also tried
to limit the impact on domestic

St

The tariffs have been cut for all
domestic flights for three
months. AFP

passengers. Aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) was hiked by 8.5% on April
l—with the government passing
on only a partial, staggered
increase of 25% of the actual rise—
to prevent a sharper spike in
domestic airfares. Both Air India
and IndiGo have nonetheless
revised their fuel surcharges.

Air India'’s domestic revisions,
effective April 8, move from a flat
surcharge to a distance-based
structure: passengers on rotutes up
to 500 km will pay an additional
3299 per sector, rising to 899 for
sectors above 2,000 km.

On international routes, sur-
charges range from ¥24 for
SAARC destinations (excluding
Bangladesh) to $280 for North
America and Australia, with most
changes taking effect April 8 and
select long-haul routes revised
from April 10. Air India said the
international surcharges still do
not fully offset the fuel cost
increase. IndiGo also announced
revised surcharges on Monday for
domestic and international routes,
eftective April 12

More than 10,000 flights to
West Asia have been cancelled
since February 28, Asangba Chuba
Ao, joint secretary in the civil avia-
tion ministry, said at an inter-min
isterial briefing on Tuesday. Daily
India-Gulf flights, which had aver-
aged 300-350, have fallen to
80-50. To maintain supply chains,
the government has granted spe-
cial dispensations to Emirates,
Kuwait Airways and Jazeera to
operate passenger aircraft on all-
CArED Services.

Indian carriers face an addi-
tional asymmetry in Dubai. The
Federation of Indian Airlines
(FIA), comprising Air India,
IndiGo and SpiceJet, wrote to the
ministry last week flagging that
Dubai Airport authorities had
mandated flight cancellations for
foreign carriers through the
Northern Summer 2026 season—
from April 20 to May 31—limiting
them to one rotation per day at
both Dubai International (DXB)
and Al Maktoum International
(DW(C). UAE-based carriers face
no equivalent curbs on their India
operations and have resumed nor-
mal schedules.

FIA asked the ministry to take
up the matter with Dubai authori-
ties and seek the immediate
removal of the restrictions. It also
requested that, if no relief is
granted, the government consider
reciprocal measures—limiting
Dubai carrier operations in India
to match the seat capacity Indian
airlines are permitted to deploy to
Dubai.
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25% cutin flight landing, parking
charges at airports for 3 months

Mumbai:In a major reliefroair-
lines, airport tariff regulator
Airport Economic Regulatory
Authority (AERA) on Tuesday
announced a 25 per cent reduc-
tion in landing and parking
charges across major airports.

This reduction, which comes
intoimmediate effect, willbe ap-
plicable toall domestic flights for
aperiod of three months, AERA
said inan order.

The tariff follows the govern-
ment’sdirectiveto the authority
inview ofthe ongoing West Asia

crisis, the order stated.
“Landing and parking
charges(part of aeronautical tar-
iff) at all major airports shall be
reduced by 25 per cent from the
prevailing tariff. This reduction
shall take effect immediately
and will be applicable on all do-
mestic flights for a period of
three months,” AERA stated in
the order. “After due consider-
ation, the Authority has de-
cided to implement the direc-
tions issued by the
government,” it said. PTI
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Probe against
BIAL staffer
to continue

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: The high court
Monday refused to interfere
in the investigation against
a Bangalore International
Airport Ltd (BIAL) staffer
accused of sexually haras-
sing a South Korean woman
passenger at Kempegowda
International Airport.
Justice M Nagaprasan-
na dismissed a petition fi-
led by Mohammed Affan
Ahmed, a 25-vear-old gro-
und staffer who had chal-

HARASSMENT CASE

lenged the FIR registered
by BIAL police. “At immig-
ration, you made a South
Korean womanstandinaT
position and touched her
Tell me, should you be spa-
red?” the judge asked du-
ring the hearing.

Referring to the compla-
int, the court said the wo-
man had detailed the alle-
ged acts, “Why did vou take
her to the gents’ toilet? The
justification is that the ladi-
es’ toilet was occupied. You
take her to the gents’ toilet,
make her stand in T posi-
tion, and touch her. What
sort of an officer are you?"
the judge asked before dis-
missing the petition.

Ahmed had sought quas-
hing of the FIR and procee-
dings pending before the
JMFC court in Devanahalli.
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Chartered
flight stranded
on taxiway

Times News NeTwoRrk

Hyderabad: A chartered
flight experienced a techni-
cal glitch shortly before ta-
keoff at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport, re-
maining stranded on the
taxiway for a few minutes.
Another flight which was
cleared for landing at the
airport wasthenaskedtodo
a go-around (cirele airport)
until the chartered flight
had cleared the taxiway,

The chartered flight - a
Beech King Air B200 with
the tail number VT-REM -
was scheduled to fly from
RGIA to Raipur. However, it
had to be towed back to the
apron after encountering a
glitch.
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Direct Gurugram-Jewar bus service in
the works to boost airport connectivity

Move to provide cheaper, faster alternative to cab, Metro journeys

SUMEDHA SHARMA

NODA APHILT
In a magor step towands
improving regional connectivi-
ty ahead of the operational
expansion of Noida Intemna-
tional Airport, Jewar, Harvana
Boadways 15 planning to
launch a doeet bus serviee
between Gurugram and the
airport, The move aims to offer
mesidents with a cost-effective
and hassle-free altemnative to
expensive cabs and fme-cone
suming metm rides. At pres-
ent ther is no direct public
transport link between Guru-
gram and the upeoming air-
part, foming passengers to
either rely on private taxis or
take long, multi-modal metm
journevs via Delhi. Officials
said the proposed bus serviee
woilld sipnificantly cut travel
oosts, Cabfaresto Jewar airport
can run high, especially during
peakhours, and the bus serace
is expected toprovide abudget-
foendly alternative, Addition-
ally; the route is being designed
to avoid major congestion
points, ensuring smoother and
faster connectivity:

“The idea is to provide a
seamless, direct Iink so that
passengers do not have to nav-
igate through multiple inter-

Noida International Airport

Aest iRt sareargl

Aview of the newly constructed Noida Imternational Airport.

changes or spend heavily on
tands,” a senior official said,
Arvcording to departmental
sources. a joint team has
alread v conducted a detatled
survey of road conditions,
potential stoppages, and pro-
jected passenger demand,
The findings will help
finalise routes, fare siruc-
tures, and bus frequency.
Authonties believe that
once  the Jewar aimport
becomes fully operational, a
large number of passengers
from Gurugram and nearby

areas will opt for it, making
efficient connectivity critical,

To fasttrack the project. a
high-level meeting was sched-
uled in Pabval today, with offi-
dals from Gurugmam, Farid-
abad, Pabwal and Ballabh garh
sed o participate,

The meeting will review the
stirvey report, and take final
decisions on  operational
aspects such as bus numbers,
ket pricing, and tmetables,

Officials noted that the new
service would help ease con-

gestion at Indira Gandhi Inter-

national Airport by offering
NCR residents, especally
those from Gunigram, a viable
With Jewar emerging as a
majar aviation hub, seamless
mad connectivity is expected
to play a key role in shifting
passenger traffic  Once
launched., the Gunipram-
Jewar direct bus service is
likely to transfoom  aimport
trvel for thousands of daily
commuters, making it faster,
more affordable, and signifi-
cantly more convenient,
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Air India CEO Camphbell Wilson quits,
to serve till new CEQ is appointed

FC CORRESPONDENT
MEW DELHI, APRIL 7

Alr India chief executive
officer and managing
director, Campbell Wilson
on Tuesday resigned from
his post. He will remain in
the role until his succes-
sor I# announced and in
place

Alr India in a statement
satd that Wilson had con-
vieved his intention to step
down in 2026 to Air India
chairman N. Chandra-
sekaran In 2024 liselll and,
gince then, he has been
working to ensure the
organisation and leader-
gship team s on a stable
footing for the transiton.

In a message to the Alr
India stalf, Wilson said it
was the right time to hand
over the reins for the alr-
line's next phase of
growth.

“The four vears since
Alr India’s privatisation
has seen the acquisition
and successful merger of
four alrlines, an evolution
from public to private sec-
tor practices along with
renewil of the leadership
toam, workforee, culture
and ways of operating. It
has seen modernisation of
systoms, launch of new
physical products, and
deployment of elevated
service standards  on
ground and in the air, ns

= Wilson | wish to record my deep appreci-
conveyed his ation for Campbell’s leadershi
intention to step | and contribution over past 4 yrs.
down in 2026 to — N. CHANDRASEKARAN,
Air India Chairman, Air India
gllatmuﬂ N.

andrasekaran | |1 HAS been a true honour to play
in2024 itself. | 3 small part in this latest chapter
» He has of Air India’s long history, and |
overseen Air will continue to be an
India's enthusiastic supporter of
privatisation, this wonderful organiza- |
acquisition and tion and its people. 1
merger of four — CAMPBELL WILSON,
airlines. CEO & MD, Air India

well as 100 additlonal alr-
craft added to the fleet.
The Mull interior refit of
legacy narrowbody ailr-
craft has all-bit been com-
pleted, with deliveries of
widebody alreraft with
new custom-designed inte-
riors now underway”
Wilson sald.

“With these foundation-
al blocks now settling and
a briel window until
deliveries from the nearly
B00-strong alrcraft order-
book commence in
carnest from 2027, the
time Is right for me to
hand over the reins for the
next phase of Air India‘s
rise.” he added.

“It Is worth acknowledg-
Ing the num-erous exter-
nal challenges navigated

by the Alr India team,
including prolonged post-
Covid supply chaln con-
straints that have Impact-
od delivery of new aircraft
and retrofit programmes
as woll as major geopoliti-
cal and other headwinds,
Campbell and  team
demonstrated  tenacity
and resolve amnd have
aligned an organisation
drawn from many back-
grounds behind  the
shared goal of bullding
the new Alr India that is
now emerging.” Chandra-
sekoran said.

Meanwhile. Air India
Tuesday hiked alrfare by
1300-200 hike following
government's decision to
cap domestic ATF price
hike at 25 per cont.
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Improving safety in Indian aviation

GWG Yugmndhar

he positivity over ndun

mviation was shartered by the

erash of u chartered alrcraf on
January 28, Onlythe previous day,
drmrm:i MR m'ln]r.-r Repairand
Owerhauling) companies, operatoms
and gobal ng urers, at the
Businees Aviation Conference
Wingy India 2026 in Hyd
projected a [OX vth of aircrafi for
Indin. Ca nccidents ocrur
whenevet any indlvidual undermimses
the systemns in place and ignones the
information available. Similarly, the
information overlosd can be prevented
by ulmephi frbryg the process. Safety isa
subsct of productivity which s a subset
of industrind engineering,

The system has to be strengthened
through individusl, information and
safery protocols. For transport saferyin

and aviation sfery in

from previous acckdents noed
to be learnt. Surveillnnee wudit by the
regulntorhas tobe data driven,

automated, focussed on core ssues and
ot oo - o s butions S ease
the operators’ workload.

Adreraft monufacrurers sre sdvised
tovstablish pilist, maimensinee
engineer and anthorised
mainterance cenires with refiahle :

re sl for the entire lifecycle of
o mﬂ:wu

REGULATORY REFORME

The Ministry of Civil Aviation has
extablighed a dedicared helleoprers
direcmorane, considering the growth
opportunities and safety challenges,
The directorate needs to review S0Ps,
which shoubd be ot par with global
standards, and enhance caseof
helicopter operations. The induction of
officers with Graduate Aptitude Tes
fior Enginesrs (GATE) qualification and
In-house training on the role for which
thay are going ta be empl must be
Sy Negons ployed

‘These officers noed to be grven
international expesure through

SAFETY. Learnmy exzons from
previous acciderts wital

Universal Safety Oversight Andit
Programme [USOAPF), Courses under
USOAP enn be conducted for
ensiomals of Alreraft Accident
nvestigation Bareau (AAIH),
Directorate General Civil Aviation
(DGCAY, Airports Authority of India
(AAl} and Abriine Operators by Rakiv
Gandhi Matkonal Aviation Uni
[RLINAL in coltaboratdon with the
International Crvil Aviation
Orgmnisation [JCAC). The trained

officers get an opportunity to awdit
fagilities of other member-states and

ﬁn experience nimprovieg their own
cilinies.

A cadre ol techiicians is o be
ereated o run the base workshops
where the basic marerial, fuel and black

and pilots from the Indian Alr Foree
[1AF) cluring the 2000 201 0 decaide,
Thee skills, dascipline and commitment
of these prodedsionals lave immensely
contributed o sustaining the growth
during the initial phase,

Currently, the pheoomenal
expassion T ————
requires absorption of these skilled
professinnals who complete their
short-term emmgement after 5- 10
vears in the TAF. It will be a win-win
alruation for the individuals ard for the
avlathon ecosystem b India

Thee writer i Director Genenl Attt Ancident
irvvet pubion Horesu
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“Pilot duty hour norms eased for long-haul flights

—
Rohit vald
Krw Oribi

The aviation negulator s
temporarily  relaxed  pilok
flight duty time limitations
(FDTL) for long haul Aights
in response to onpoing
giobal aviation disrsprions,
The [Directorane-General
ol Civil Avintion (DGEA) ex
tended the FOTL for lony:
hawd uperalions L scoom
madate longer Aying rowtes
caused by airspace restric-
tions over the Gulf region
FDTL are regulatory
nrms thar govern how long
pllods amd crew can be on
duty, including total fiight
time amnd mandatory rest
erknds, in onder o manage
tigue and ensure safery,
Under the temporary dis-
ensarion, flight time has
sen extended by 1 houwr and
0 minsres o 11-amd-hali
biowrs, whibe the fight dury
period has been increased by

TEMPORARY

DISPENSATION

® Flight time has been
extended by 1 howr
and 30 minates to
11-and-a-half hours

® The fight duty periad
has been increased by

1 hawr and 45 minutes for select operatons
& The relaxation provides fexibility in crew deployment

1 huar 45 mimrtes for se-
lect atione

&Erd::;, the  relaxarlon
provides fesbility w erew
deplovment, including per-
mitting some  long haul
Iiild.'ltx to operate with twn
pilots and  easing  roster
CONSITHENTE

LONG-HAUL 0P8

The muve has been applied
i Adr India’s hong-haul oper-
ations ad has a broader im-
pact across Indian carriers

aperating mternational
mogitess, “Tit will be resvisited —
we still have some time amd,
of ecourse, ir's an evolving
sluation.”  sabd Asanghs
Chuba Ao, Joing Sn:ﬂluq‘
[Aorintion]), .'||'li|:|i:':|:r3.I of Cinvil
Avintson.

“As the sitoation evolves
and a5 we take into consider-
arion what happens in the
coming days, this dispensa-
wion will be relooked ar and,
if required, we will mke the
necessary call at that point of

time, It will the end of April
asof now.™

Per industry insiders, the
West Asia crisas has foreed
abrlines o take longer rowes
over the Red Sen and Egpvpt
o reach destinations in
i'umpr and MNorth America,

These devours have resal-
ted in higher fisel bam and
longer Aight durathons, signi-
Bruntly increwsing ogerating
costs.

FINANCIAL STRAIN
Farfier, India-based carriers
had warmed of porential
fight curs, feer groundings
ani job losses, clring mount-
Ing financial srradn driven by
high oviation turbine foel
pri-::.-s._:.m.-:'km]'ﬂundhigh
irport cha

fore the disroptions, In-
dian airfines operated 300-
150 daily flights to the Gulf
region. This number has now
dropped 1o approsimately
], with cancellarions driven
by the prevailing situation,
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Board to firm up transition plan as Air India CEO Wilson resigns

Rakie 'h'lll
Fepm Dipitd

Vereran aviahon exocutive
Camphbell Wilson resigned as
Chief’ Executive (dficer and

Mlarasging Director of Air ln-
|.'l.|.u.. the airline said on Tees-

'I| siated that Wilson will
comtimee in his cerrent role
until a saecessor s appoin-
ted and assumes charge. The
move formalises 3 leadership
rransition thar has been un-
der discussion since 2024,

Air Imlim Choirman N
Chandrosekaran sid, “On
hehailf of the board, I wish to
record my deep appreciation
for Campbell's leadershi
and contriburlon aver L}I
past four years. In addizion
o the progress mentoned. it
is adsn worth acknowledging
the numerous external chal

navigated by the Air
tru.E'r.mrn.. |r.|r|ud.|r|g pro

longed  post-Covid  su

chu?n mguytralnn that al:"':ﬁ'
impacted defivery of new air-
craft  and rewofit  pro-
gramemes a8 well as major

o litlewd and other head-
ﬁm Campbell and his
team  have demonstmied
temacity amd  resohye  ond
tave ali an OrgAnisAtion
drswm STﬁ-!':;-‘dl:n mfﬁ“v brasche-
grounds bebind the shared
poal of bollding the new Alr
India thar s now emerging.™

Meuntime, the Air India
board constituted o commil
tew thut will Gnd a sucoessor
im the coming months.

As per Alir India, Wilson
comveved  his imtention o
siep down w Tam Sons
Chairman  Chandrasclaran
in 2024 and has since been
wrking lowards organisa
tiomal stability and keader

ship rendiness. Sources
dicated tov bsimecshine that
the decesson was commumic
ared o the board last week |
March 300), with a formal
mransition readm d
w be mken ug tplc‘::mhsud
mevting scheduled for early
May.

CHALLENGING VEAR
Thee ment  Comes
after a challenging  year
{2025} Acombinazion of alr-
space  closures  across
Pakistan, Iran and Irsq, geo-
FH."]I.!'iI.'uI temsions aflecting
travel  demand, and  the
AllT] incident resulted in
operational dismoptions.
Financially, the sirline is
estimared to he facing losses
in the ramge of ©H000-
10,000 eroee for FY' 26,
According to sources, te
situmtion even prnnpted the
board to review its profitubil

Campbell Wilson was
appaointed CEQ & MD of

Adr Indlia in 7022, aftor Tata
Guraip reacquered the airling

ity sirulegy, with the plms.'ub
ity oof moving oway from the
earlier *Road to Profitabil-
iny™ framework.

Meanwhile, in an internal
communlcation to cophoy-
ces, Wilson outlined the peo-
gress made since the sirline’s
privatisation. He cited the
mrl'gr.'rnfﬁ:nu marlines, mod

emisation. of systems and
provesses, feet expansion,
amd fmvestments in troining
and maintenance infrastroc-
ture a5 key milestoncs,

Begides, he added that the
mirline had inducred over 100
wireralt, inlared infrstrue-
wre projects, including a
'I.:lrgr rnining mrlrm:..‘. and
enhanced service and opera
o] standards,

FLEET EXPANSION
Referring to the upcoming
phase of Beet expansion, he
satie] the Limisyg was appropri
ate Lo tramsition leadership
ahead of bulk aircraft delv
eries expected from 2027,
Further, he acknowledged
:F erational challenges, in-
wiing supply chain con-
srralnrs, abreraft  debivery
delays, geopoliteal develop-
ments and airspace restric
tHioms. Wilson noted the role

of e ||.T‘|-'E|:'.1 in rnan.nyng
these dismuptions.

Farlier this year, he !rpnk:.-
to hiesinezsling aboar the pro-
press made under the Vie
haan.Al programme, and Air
Indis’s  multi-vesr  urm-
around plon “thur wos lasgely
on track™. A majority of the
32 identified Tines of im
provement are E!t'pﬂ'l‘ﬁ‘. o
be L'rrn'lp'lrtﬁ.‘l within the ore
pimally emisaped FY27-28
rimeline. His successor will
face a tough operaring envir-
onment, with jer fuel prices
fikely to remain at elevated
bevels and the restomtion of
the inlernotionol  network
contingent on an earty resal-
wtion of the Gulf crisis.

Wilson  was e
Chief Executive UIEE:: ol
Managing Direcvor of Air In-
dia in 2022, shortly afer the
Tata Group reacquired the
nirfine from the government
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Air India CEO resign

,board

forms panel to find successor

BIHETA KERLE
Murhia T agrd

el Managing Director
Camphedl Wilson  formally
resigned on Tuesday

“The Air India Brand bas constiried
4 comesiimes to And A successol
fie Wilsod In s coesing monchs. He
will rosdizrue to remain che airline’s
chiel until a suceessor mappotnied

His resignatios cosees a2 o time
when the aikne has come under sens
timy following the crash that klfled 300
eople im Ahmedabad [astvear,
Alr Indka concinues o post ot
ing losses even @ IF presses onwith an
amfitions Nest expansion, nemwoek
grorwih and servce overizal

Wikson had ronveyed bris nieniion
1ol 0w In 2008 10 AL Ledls Chale
man M. Chandrasekarsn in 1024, Al
India =i in a staberment

“0 &= pisownrih acknow | edgmg the
mumerous ememal challenges nask
dmed By the &lr India ceam, inclading
profomped  posi-Covid suppéy chaim
consramis  that  howe  impacted
defivery of new ircreft and retfs
Mg P i W] drdjar ge al
and echer hradwinde” Chaodrase ke
ran said in the siatement

Blnce Wiksaon's appolniment §n
oz, the sifling undersesa major
changes

Thes inclusded trwe menzer of full-s=r-
wice abriines Adr Indla and Viessm, Gl
kowing the merger of low-cost airlines
Adr India Express apd AIX Connect
{Tormeriy Al Asia Indial in 202

[t i seem the complele mod
Isarhoen of Syssems, 1 lunch of new
physical prodscts, and deploymeni of
elevated service standamds on ground
apdl in che adr, ak well &8 100 wddh
tlomad alrcsuf added to che flest. The
full imterior refit of legncy mamose-
body atreradt bas sil-tut been com
pleted, winh deliv of widebody
abrceaft with new cusioes-Jdeslgned
inteno now underemy,* Wil swd

What's next

# A udin Bpand has constriuted a
commitiee o finda successnrbo
Wikaan Campbe intha coming manths

m Camipial tn rmin tha airknes chiaf
1t 3 GLICCRGRDT i appointod

= R ration comes at 5 tima when ta
airira has come under sorutios
Foflowing S oremh that lales] 150
people 0 Amedahad

 Timm s rigi for me ko fand peer e

reims For the mest, phase of dirindia's

thiss, Gaid Camiphai]

I & StaremenT

Air India has a fheer of 195 planes
and has placed srdem for 357G atromit

Orders Ew g0 abicraf, which
Included o mix ol Alibess and Boelng
jets, were placed in BaiL with ke
remaiming placed in

"With tkese Joundarional hlocks
i nerling asd o Belel window until
deliveries from the nearfy H00-stmog
atreradt orderbosk commence i@ sar-
nest Mroan 307, the clme is fght for me
o hud over the eelns for the nesy
phase of Air tndia’s riee.” he added

| Airlineto impse
fuel surcharee on
domestie, int'] Hights

The Air india geoop on Tuesdry
=k it will impose foel surchange
ranging from T2 o T o
doaasrie ighes and gy 230 or
imtermaional fights lecckating
o RS,

The reviesd fuel surchangs,
effiscuive from Apuil Bwil be appil
able tor ilghteoperaied by the -
line's loreecoet: sbmidiary Alr inds
Fogperesy aswell, Al Indla sabd lna
anrerneit. Revishoos hoflc sur
chasgy o Bighns 1o and froms Rang
lade=h nnd Far Exst destinaizom
woch e Fapen. Hoog Kong. mnd
St Koees, will b sy by doee
o subEeT I he sequisies regu
Ity approvals. it el Foll memg
the preermment s decigon tnoap
doess=arie Aviation Turbdie Pusl
FATF) peioe iboe 6L 25 pef e, the
sirkne has pdopied thas mbbraied
approsch, esttinming froma o
dhoemesic wrckage 1 i g
Tuwed] prid. L el Festhies
in theateenoe of sy mitigtion on
infrrmatmnsl AT prices, the group
will e implemeniing o shal
carr changss 1o Tuel nickarges. P

Al ledle's odger alrllne Al Tedis
Expresssawtheexitof e MDand CEO
Aloke Singh, who joined IndiGoaz i=
ehlef scrategy officer lass mosth.

MeapwhEle, Indka's largest aleling
Ind#z0 s also seen the resigoation
L] CED, Pieer Elbers, after an
uperstional meldows foue monihs
ago led to the cancellation of thou
zands of (fghi=

The airlime appointed  Willtam
Walsh, diveccar gemeral of licema
tlonal Alr Tennsport  Associsvios
FIATAL me i CEDL
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DGO relaxes pilot
duty time limitation
for long-haul services
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Domestic carriers
have cancelled over
10,000 int’l ﬂights
since Iran war

Indian carriers have cancelled over 10,000
flights since the onset of the West Asla con-
flict. as esralating tensions and airspace
curbs dismupted intemational operations, a
povernment official said. The closures of key
transit corridors forced airlines to suspend
orrerouteservices, particularhy on long-haul
rowtes to Europe and North America.

"On an average, Indian carriers used to
fly about 300 to 350 ights dally io the
Middle East (both ways pul together). Today
that number has come dowi to Bo-90. That
takes the total (flights cancelled by Indian
carmiers) since the beginning of the situation,
that is from February 28, to over 10,000,
Asangba Chuba Ao, Joint Secretary in the
Ministry of Civil Aviatfon, said at a news
briefing on West Asia developments.

To deal with the siation, the DGCA
granted a temporary relaxation in Flisht
Druty Timse Limitations lor pilots operating
long-haul flights, primarily to address oper-
ational dismuptions and pilot shortages. s
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Campbell Wilson

Air India CEO
Campbell Wilson
steps down,
says report

NEW DELHI, REUTERS: Air
India CEO Campbell Wil-
son has stepped down from
his position, a national daily
reported, citing two people
with knowledge of the mar-
ter.

Theairline hasbeen grap-
pling with persistent losses
and heightened regulatory
scrutiny following a crash
lastyear thatkilled 260 peo-
ple.

Wilson is currently serv-
ing his notice period, the re-
port said, adding the news-
papercould notimmediately
ascertain if the Tata group
has found his successor.
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Soaring Airfares May Ground Travel Plans

Ticket prices for popular international destinations surge as airlines pass on higher jet fuel costs

Anumeha Chaturvedi
L Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Industry bodies and
travel companies said a steep rise
in international alrfares driven by
the recent ATF price revisions and
the unceriainty around the con-
flict in West Asin could lead toadip
in demand for summer travel.

Data shared by Ixigo showed av-
erage one way fares for April for
Mumbai-Kuala Lumpur, New Dl
hi-Ho Chi Minh and Bengaluiru
Singapore, Mumbal-Hanol and
Dalhi-Kathmandu are up by 110%,
6%, 3% and 29% month-on-
month, respectively An ixigo spo-
kesperson sald international air-
fares have seen an uptick this
April, partly driven by recent avin
tion turbine fuel price revisions,
with some seasonal routes witnes-
sing sharper increases

Rapil Jain, cofounder and chief

—uf

executive of Flv Divine Travels sa-
id he has recefved multiple cancel-
lations from travellers for destina-
tions suich ns Vietnam and Azerba
flan. “A 4-5% Increase dopsn't mat
ter, but if & 30000 ticket price
jumps to T45,000-50,000, people con-
sider cutting back on travel.” said
Jain. “The fuel cosis are high; the
daoliar rate is high. The severe fuel
crisis in markets such as Vietnam
iz also pushing package prices up
because land costs go up. We are al-
so petting cancellations for Axer-
batjan and domestic destinations

IXIGO DATA SHOWS
Avgone-way faresin April
jumped month-on-month
by 110% for Mumbai-Kua-
la Lumpur, and 58% for
New Delhi-Ho Chi Minh

such as Munnar and Coorg for the
summer as hotellers are hiking
prices after bookings, Our clients
are telling us o flve-star hotel in
Goa conldnt serve dinner because
ol the LG lssue,” he added

Sunil Knmar, president of Travel
Agents Association of Indis said
the uncertainty around the conflict
will dent demand for the summer,
"European destinations are any
way affected, nnd there are reports
of LPG supply constraints in India.
People hold off on discretionary tra-
vel amid uncertainties,” he added,

Rajiv Mehra, general sectotary of
the Federation of Associntions in
Indian Tourism & Hospitality said
the industry body estimates a 15
2% fall in demand for sunmmer tra-
vel due to the hike in fares.

Despite Indian oil marketing
companies absorbing the spike in
fuel prices, airline officials war-
ned that their cost of operations
has risen significant]y:

They said whileticket prices have
gone updue to the fuel surcharge, it
remains to be seen how long this
will be sustainable

“High ticket prioes over o long pe
riod impacts demand While as of
now there is no impact on demeand,
whether it will impact the peak sum-
meT iravel season will be clear in next
few werks, " said an airline ofTicial

On Monday, all airlines operated
with an average occupancy of mo
re than 90% on domestic rovtes

Meanwhile, Air Indiz on Tuesday
hiked fuel surchages
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Air India CEO Campbell Wilson Quits;
Board Aims to Find Successor by Sept

AIR POCKETS Wilson helped make it profitable, but tECh glitches & service issues dented airline’s image

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Air India CED Camphell
Wilson Tuesday said he has resigned,
leawving the Tata Group-owned airline
scrambling to find his replacement by
Septem ber

In o statement, Alr Indin sald Wilson
had conveyed his decision of stepping
diown to Tata Sons chalrman N Chand-
rasekaran back in 2024, leading many
to question why the salt-to-steel conglo-
marate hasn't been abloe o set o concrote
succession plan yet

“Usually, the new CEO should be in
place 36 months prior and work with
the outeoing CEO tounderstand the bu-
siness in depth and [ feel this s impor-
tant for Air Indin.” said Kopil Kaul,
CEQ, South Asiaat aviation consultan-
cy firm CAPA. “This is more critical gi
ven the current situntion because af
the Iran war amd it= possible consequ-
ences in case the war continues.™

Air Indin said its board has formed a
committee to find a successor to Wilson
in the coming months,

Wilson took the job, arguably the

_—
Campbell Wilson
maost challenging in the aviation see
lor in 20822 for a Nve-year tolm. Soon
after, he began implementing a five-
year furnaround plan to increase
market share and turnaround the
loss-makingairline

A native of New Zealand, Wilson has
managed to complete critical parts of
the transformation plan including mer
ging hill-service airdine Vistara—an

erstwhile joint venture of Tata Sons
and Singapore Alrlines—into Al Indin
besides Implemonting a long-overdue
fleet cxpansion, cven surpassing do
mestic market leader IndiGo on some
key meiro routes, However, his ambi-
tion has been materially constroined
by a prolonged global supply chain eri
sla thot delayed the induction of now
mireraflt while delaying refurbishiment

of older ones

Consequently Alr India's service
standards and on-time parformance ha-
ve come under pressure, with repeated
technical issnes affecting ite wide-body
fleet catering to key markets like Euro-
peand North America

The airline's operations have also be
en under heightenesd scrutiny since o
crash last year which killed 260 people
though a preliminary investigation
hasn't Indicated any fault with the alr-
crft or theairdine’s engineering pract!-
o8 a8 o Pepson for the crash,

Multiple senior offlcials, including
Wilson, have been ssued show-cnuse
notices by the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation for alleped violations
and non-compliance including an inci-
dent where the aifine operated an air
eruft with an expired licence

“We should hove received 28 brand
new aireraft by now," Wilson said in.Ja-
nuary expressing frustration over the
aircraft delivery delays. “But the actual
number of new aircrafl designed by
and for Alr India that we have recefved
is 210, So, we hove boen heovily impac
ted by supply chain challenges.™
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Right time to hand
ovet, says Wilson

AKBAR MERCHANT
Mumbai, April 7

AR IMDIACECQandmanaging
dbree tor Campbel| Wilson
onTuesday told emplopees §

it was the thght tme I!r.:ll
hand over the reins, sig

workmgtoesureastabletmn
sition, with the board consti
tutinga committes o 1:!|-1'.r1|':,-
his replacement
*With alvriedwhod oo wn el
bulk defiveries from  the
nearly 600-stromg alraaft
order book commence in

nallinga leadership teans |- earnest froim 2027, the
|il1l'L.‘I.!-I|'I["-'\iI.'|IIII|.'[IEI" %Iunmslghmwmrln
pares for jts next hand over the
phase of growth reins for the next

Wilson, whao
has decided tn step
dowm after nearly
four years, wil
remain in his mle
until a succeseor s appalnted
Theair India board has consti
tuted a comumittes that will
find the successor in the om-
ing months, a company state
mieryl zand

Fhe airine sid ho had con
veyed his intention to exit in

1026 carlier and hassinoeboen

POINT

phase of Alr [ndia's
rise” Wilson said
ina message to Al
Lrnd b spaff

Hiz departure
coites b @ thime when the alr-
line s imthe midd e ofan ambi
touis tmmdnamaton but con-
tinues o lace I'IFII."I.ﬂl 1 rm.x|
disruptions.cost pressu s and
the Likelihood of remaming
loss-making,

Continved on Page ¥

Right time
to hand
over: Wilson

THETRANSITION ALSO fol-
lows a period of heightened
scrutiny afterlastyear’sAI171
crash,which is underprobe.

Reflecting on his tenure,
Wilson pointed to the scaleof
change undertaken since the
TataGroup'sacquisition of Air
India in January 2022."l am
incredibly proud of what you
have achieved, especially in
the face of unprecedented
headwinds in the form of air-
aaftdeliveryand supplychain
challenges, twowars,crippling
airspace closures and fuel
prices and, most acutely,
tragedy,  hesaid.

He cited themerger of four
airlines, a shift from publicto
private sector practicesand a
broad renewal of leadership,
workforce and operating cul-
tureas keydevelopments.The
airlinealsoundertook system
modernisation, product up-
gradesandaddedaround 100
aircraft,whileinitiating train-
ing infrastructure, simulator
facilities and a maintenance,
repairand overhaul base.

Wilson's tenure, however,
has been marked by uneven
execution. Supply chain con-
straints and aircraft availabil-
ity have slowed fleet expan-
sion and retrofits, while
service reliability and opera-
tional consistency remain
areasof concern. Competition
in bothdomesticandinterna-
tional markets,along with fuel
price volatility, has continued
toweigh on margins.

Tata 5ons Chairman N
Chandrasekaransaid: "Camp-
bell and histeam have demon-
strated tenacity and resolve
and havealignedan organisa-
tion drawn from many back-
grounds behind the shared
goal of building the new Air
India that isnowemerging.”

FINANCIAL EXPR

READ

g APRIL 20Z6
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DGCA steps up monitoring as
aviation disruption widens

SAURAY AMAND
EAKBAR MERC HAMT
New Dehi/ Mumbai, april 7

THE MRECTORATE GEMER AL
ecfCivilaviadon({DGCA has suid
that = {'!nwi:.l manaton ng!['u:-
evolving aviation stuation as
the angn'mg West Asia condIct
disrupts global fight networks,
[orcing alrlines to cut opera-
tions, reroute fliphts,and absork
highes costs,

The regulator’s recent
measures, such as relaxing
FIOTL norma for p1lr|l sof |.|1ng
haul flights, are aimed at
ENSUTINE pﬂnt A |I.'|h||i|::.r ard
maintaining operational sta
h'“t‘.l'u loint 'i{-rr{'lnr'_\.r i the
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Azangba Chuba Ao, said at an
inter-ministenal briefing.

“The Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion isactivelyworking with all

stakeliolders, ex |:l| ortig all

KEEPING A CLOSE E"I"E W Flights:

s i bebween India,
lhlcr-mlh neslaxing FOTL Gulf & ‘West Asia
morms for plots aimed at down from
maintairing operational o~ 300-350daly
stability, say govt ’ {bothways)

\ f}if to BI-90

b & s -

T TP 1 | oo

TTEEAT r.1nx|.|irp.1rﬁ1.|- in I'|I.I$lr:|l:,
especlally airlines, to bring
down costs, which will eventy
ally be passed on to passen-
ﬂr:r\,'.ﬁ.n sand

Adrspace closures acmss key
West Aslan count fes, Including

Iran, lrag, [sael jJordan,
Lebanon,  Kivwakt, CQalar,
Bahrain, and the UAE have sig-

nlfeantly |:|:|::||.|.;r1.|.-f| milerTia-

tnal comnect i\'ity Aidinesare
being forced o take longer
mutes, Inoeasing trevel tIme
and o perating msts, particularty
on sectors to Europe and North
Ametic,

"The Ministry is closely and
montinuously monitodng the
evolving situation, These air-
space restrictions have led to
uniprecedented disruption ba

global aviation networks,” Ao
added. The Impadt on Indian
rrices has been sever. Flights
betuween Inctia and the Gulf and
West Asia reglon have fallen
from around 300-350 daily
(both ways} to neardy BO-9
flighis.

Since Fl:'l'l'l,l.‘lr!.' 28, Indian
airlines have mncelled more
thean 10,000 Mights, neail ting in
manmting losses.

"The Indian aviation wectoris
facing major operational and
financial challenges due to the
:lng;:-in.g comitRict: Imgn'rnl.m::
have increased tavel time and
costs, bt the government
focused on ensurnng mssenger
“trt:_v,-\.trlhk-hn'-ﬁ,a.nrl seambes
crgo novement,” Ao sakd.

Adrlinees ame abo grappling
with higherfud burn, cewon
st mints, and tiphter aircraftutil-
isation as rerouted opemtions
stretchschedules
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Air India revises fuel surcharge
structure based on distance

AKBAR MERCHANT
Mumbai, & pril 7

THEAIR MDA Groupon Twes
dlay revised its fuel surcharge
structure across domesticand
intemat mnal mutes, aligning
diom estic pricing wath govern
ment guldance while sharply
increasing kevies on overseas
fMights due to a sharp surge in
global jet fuel prices. The move
alun brings (15 fue] surcharge
pricing matrix broad by m line
with rival IndiGo, though with
-'\.|.i|}.:i|.ll'g.I lower domestic
charpes and a differentiated
iternational steategy

For domestict e LA Indda
will shift from a flat surcharge
to 3 distance-based grid effec
tive April 8. Charges will mnge
from ¥ 299 forsectors: pto SO
lm to T899 for flights beyond
3000 km ':.'u|1:|||.1.r.'||.1|.|.- 5 1iE-
charges at IndiGo range from

NEW FEES
f— |
—

- o ..r"-
1 i "=

Hew fuel

Distance surcharge

[CA) Jderrmaat i
0=500 w299
501-1000 3099
1001-1500 /LY
1501-2000 749
2000+ T899

175 to ©950 across simillar
distanoe =L1|.1'i.|:hn'||.g‘[1 Airlndia
s marginally higheron shorter
routes and shightly lowes on
longer-haul domestic sectors.

The revision tollows the gov
ernment’s decision W cap
domestic aviation tirhine fuel
{ATF) price hikes at 25, fore
g asrlinestoadopt acalibrated
pass-through. Both carriers
have mirrored this approach
and have signalled limited
room o fully offset cost pres-
sures in the domeste market

The divergeswee [ssharperan
international routes, where no
such cap exdste. Alr Indla has
introdoced region-based sur-
charges ranging from 524
famud €2,300) for SAARC
routes to 5280 (around
£26,000) for North America
and Asstralia, IndiGo' smtona
thional surcharge ranges from
EO00 to T, Air India’s
higher surcharges reflects its
wu.‘lrrnr-hmrkmnlrcmhwl
intensive operations such as
Hghts to North America
among long-haul routes
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Crash, plane crunch
weigh on air trafflc

Dipali Banka
dipalibanka@livemint com

MUMBAI: India’s domestic air
passenger traffic growth was
already cooling from the highs of
post-pandemic revenge travel.
Last fiscal is estimated to have
been the worst since then
because of multiple setbacks-
grounded planes, frequent dis-
ruptions and heightened regula-
tory scrutiny after the country’s
worst air crash in decades.

Air passenger traffic rose 1L6%
between April and February,
according to ICRA Ltd's note
published last month. The rat-
ings agency estimates an up to
3% growth in fiscal year 2026
(FY26).

The number of Indians flying
grew by 59% and 56% in FY22
and FY23, respectively, accord-
ing to data from the civil aviation
regulator Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA).

This growth slowed to 16% in
FY24 and 7.6% in the following

year.

The slowdown, however, does
not represent a lack of demand.
Passenger load factor, a measure
of occupancy levels in a flight,
remained elevated at around

Domestic passenger traffic has
risen from 53.5 million in FY21
to 165.4 million in FY25. AFP

93%, ICRA said. And all airlines
have lined up ageressive expan-
sion.

The fatal Air India crash in
June 2025 triggered heightened
regulatory scrutiny and stricter
safety checks across the indus-
try. This led to lower aircraft util-
isation and operational delays.

According to ICRA, 13-15% of
the industry’s fleet remained
grounded as of February 2026,
primarily due to engine failures
and supply chain constraints.
This has directly reduced the
number of planes in operation,
limiting capacity addition even
as demand remained robust.
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Air India hikes fuel
surcharge for second
time in a month:;
announces CEO’s exit

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

A week after oil marketing
companies revised aviation
turbine fuel (ATF) prices,
Air India has yet again
raised fuel surcharges,
pushing the fixed domestic
slab from 3400 to as much
as T899, while internation-
al surcharges have in-
creased by up to ¥7,400 on
long-haul routes such as
North America and Austra-
lia. The airline also an-
nounced the resignation of
CEO Campbell Wilson as

part of a planned
transition.
While ATF prices for in-

ternational flights nearly
doubled to ¥2.07 lakh per
kilolitre, the government
stepped in to cushion the
impact on domestic travel,
capping the increase at
25% to %1.04 lakh per kilo-
litre. Tuesday’s surcharge
hike by Air India is its se-
cond in less than a month.
The airline has replaced
the earlier flat 400 levy on
all domestic flights with a
distance-based, tiered
structure starting at ¥299
for sectors under 500 km
and rising to 899 for
routes of 2,000 km or
more. On international
routes, where ATF prices
have surged nearly 100%,
the increases are sharper.
The surcharge for Gulf
routes has been raised
from $10 to $50, for Eu-
rope from $125 to $205,
and for North America and
Australia from $200 to
$280. Since March 12, and
as of Tuesday, fuel sur-

Campbell Wilson

charges on Gulf routes
have risen from zero to
$50, while long-haul routes
have seen steeper increas-
es of $130 for North Ameri-
ca and Australia, and $105
for Europe. “The fuel sur-
charges on international
routes do not compensate
for the exponential in-
crease in jet fuel prices for
international flights. Air In-
dia continues to absorb a
significant portion of this
increased cost,” the airline
said in a press statement.

Airlines, Air India in
particular, have been grap-
pling with multiple chal-
lenges since tensions esca-
lated in West Asia on
February 28. Mr. Wilson
had earlier flagged the pos-
sibility of flight cuts, warn-
ing that rising costs could
dampen demand.

Meanwhile, Air India,
announcing the resigna-
tion of its CEO, said Mr.
Wilson had informed Air
India Chairman N. Chan-
drasekaran of his intention
to step down in 2026 as
early as 2024, and will con-
tinue in the role until his
successor is appointed and
assumes charge.
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Wilson’s mixed-bag innings
at Air India draws to a close
a year before end of his term

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, April7

AR INDIA'S first post-privat-
Isatlonchief executive Camp-
bell Wilson has resigned, but
will stay ontill hissuccessoris
found by the airline.

Wilson has helmed the
Tata group airline through a
turbulent period that has
seen the carrier embarking
upon an ambitions trans-
formation programme to
shrugoffits legacy image of a
rundown government-ownad
airline, placed world record-
breaking alrcraft orders, faced
challenges due to post-pan-
demicsupplychain woes, suf-
fered atragic plane crash that
killed 260 people, faced In-
tense regulatory heat.
grappled with heavy financial
losses, and continues to
struggle with external head-
winds like airspace closures
due to geopolitical conflicts.

“Mr Wilson had conveyed
his intention to step down in
2026 toAlrIndia Chalrman M.
Chandrasekaran in 2024 and,
since then, has beenworking
to ensure the organization
and leadership feam isona
stable footing for the transi-
tlon. Hewill remain inthe role
until his successor is an-
nounced and in place,” Air
Indiasaidinrelease.

In May lastvear, beforethe
Al171 crash, Wilson had told
The Indian Express that a
transformed and new Alr
Indiashould be “consistently
visible™ by the end of 2027, and
that hewas confident thatthe
"reality of Air India will
change, sowillits perception”.

Whenever that indeed
happens, Wilson — who led

= CHANGEINTHEAIR

WILSONTOOK chargeat the
newly-privatised Alr india in 2022

BEFORE JOINING Air incfia, Wikson
was the CEQ of Singapore Aldines’
lewi-cost aiine arm Scoot

HIS RESIGNATION comes just
weeks after IndiGo's CEO Elbers
stapped down after an operational
meltdown in December

WHILE AIR India awaits the
announcemant of its next CEQ.
IndiGao has announced the current
|ATA DG Willie Walsh as its chief

WITHWILSON packing his bags

at Alr india, the twolangest ailines
i the country will 3oon have new

Isaderzin the cockpit

Alr India through the most
critlcal phases of its trans-
formation programme —will
not be in the corner office at
the Air India headquariersin
Gurugram.

Wilson, whohasakeenin-
terest incricket, often said that
Alrindia’stransformationisa
testmatch, not aT20. And Wil-
son is now retired hurt.

A soft-spoken New Zeal-
ander and a Singapore Air-
lines veteran, Wilson ook
charge at a newly-privatised
AjrIndiain2022.

Before joining Air India,
Wilsonwas the CEQ of Singa-
pore Alrlines"low-cost airline
arm Scoot. As his resignation
was expected by the airline’s
board and parent Tata Sons,
the latter has been scouting
for a new CEO to replace Wil-
son forafew monthsnow, itis
learnt. Alr India said rthat its
board has constituted acom-
mittee that will find a suc-
cessorinthe comingmonths.

Wilson's resignation

comes Just weeks after In-
diGo’s CEQ Pieter Elbers
stepped down following an
unprecedented operational
meltdown in December that
saw thousandsofthe airline’s
flights getting cancelled.
While AirIndiaawaitsthean-
nouncement of its next CEQ,
IndiGo has already an-
nounced the current LATA -
rector General Willle Walsh as
its next chiefexecutive.

With Wilson packing his
bags at Air India aswell, the
two largest airlines in the
country will soon have new
leaders in the cockpit.

Wilson's reslgnation also
comesasthewar in West Asia
has hit international aviation,
compounding challenges for
Alr India.

Alrindia’s ambitions trans-
formation programme to furn
it into a world-class airline Is
not complete yet, and has
been hitby delays duetoslow
aircraft deliveries; refurbish-
ment of the carrier’s legacy
wide-body fleet 15 also delayed
duetoinadequate availability
of seats and some other ma-
terials. But most of the nar-
row-body fleet of theairline ls
now either refurbished or new,
boastingofa newbrand ident-
Ity and a significantly beiter
hard product thanwhat fiyers
were accustomed to.

FULLREPORTON
WWWLINDIANEXPRESS.COM
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After IndiGo,
Air India hikes
fuel surcharge

for most routes

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delll, April 7

AIR INDLA on Tuesday hiked
the fuel surcharge on all do-
mestic routes of over 1,000
km, with most glebal routes
seeing a much steeper hike,
close on the heels of Increase
in jet fuel prices.

India’s largest airline In-
diGohad announced changes
in fuel surcharge on similar
lineson Aprill.

This move by the carriers,
whichwillmake flyingcostlier
on most routes, is in line with
the decisionbythe Centreand
public sector oil marketing
companies to pass on only a
fraction of the actual Increase
In jet fuel prices for domestic
flights of scheduled airlines,
while effecting the full price
hike of over 100% for interna-
tional flights.

As ATF pricessurged in the
international market duetothe
ragingwarln West Asia, the Alr
India group, which includes
fullserviceaidine AirIndiaand
bodget carrier Air India Ex-
press — had introduced a flat
fuel surcharge of Rs 399 forall
domesticroutes fromMarch 12,

As per the latest revision,
which will be effective from
09:M am Wednesday (April 8),
the flat surcharge on domestic
flights has been replaced with
adistance-based tiered struc-
ture varylng between Rs 299
and Rs 899 For mostofthealr-
line group’s international
flights beyvond South Asia, the
surcharge has been hiked
from the earlier range of $10-
2000 $50-280.

Exceptfor flights to Europe,
UK, Nerth America, and Aus-
tralia, where the revised sur-
charge will take effect from
April10, other overseas routes
will see the revised levy from
0801 am on Wednesday.

Asperthe Ministryof Petro-
leum and Natural Gas, given
the surge in global prices of jet
fuel, the price in India was ex-
pected to more than doubile
from April 1, but only a "partial
and staggered” increase was
passed on for scheduled do-
mestic airlines. FULL REPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS . COM
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il | DATA BITES

LONG FLIGHT DELAYS HIT
MORE PASSENGERS IN FEB 2026

Mearly 150,000 domestic passengers were hit by flight delays exceeding
two hours in February, up BO% year-an-year, with IndiGo seeing the
sharpest rise in percentage [erms.

Mumber of domestic passengers facing flight delays of over two hours

B Febzois Feb 2026 ; = ™
¥3.87 arore spent on assisting affected
¥ passengers (eg. refreshments,
E0000 - alternative flights, accommadation etc.)
50000 - )
B et 7
40000 — 4"‘--_.&:\.‘-?“
| TOTAL s :
0000 — 82,506 ™ |
20000 -
o I I
- 1 T T -1 -I
+ &) G0 A ARaso &ir Ot
Dt Ruporyad Chaufan; Souroe Direcioraie Geneml of Caal Aviation

Gropiic Protest Kiamar
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CANINDIGOFLY OUT OF
THIS PERFECT STORM?

tve past four monmihs have been a streich of s=vere turbulence for indiGa, with india’s Grgest airine kang
one @r pocket afte=r another. Inearky December, it was caught off guard by s approach 1o new domestic
regulations that curtailed and staggered pilots’ fiying houn, fondng widespread flight cancedlations. Then
came the US attack on iran, setting off a cham reaction across oil praces, West Ada aviation, and the rnpes's
erhamge rate agans the dollar—all variabies central to IndiGo's bissiness. As it hasdy imo the pealc xummes
season, the airline s sgnificant course correction sheed & i is to retorm to- the steady glide path i has jong

be==n knoem for

The indiGo stock has lost 33% since late
Hovember, a scale seen only twice before
imbdiirh slupe e o 0]

o -

RO -
AN -

anm -

T i e £ s N I ST AR L

WINNING INVESTORS

NAYWIHEHRE 1S the strain more visihbe tan m the
share price of knterifobs Avistin Lid, Indidio’s
pareennd iy e thee pask 500 irmdimg wessiane.
froam 20 Novwwanbeer 20085, the shochk b dec] et absart
13% The sedlofT begam m earty Deoember, whes
kel i v sy oof pllots mder thee new regulatens
sl was forced 1o @ 3 brge number of fighis and
subsequenthy oo its domestic schednle by nmethly
(8

Sanoe lstmg in N ovember 2005 ndilio has seen
romnpambsbe sell- odfs ondy twoce . The firse was daring
i ol pamadermte in O30, wisen e gl sviation
inchusiry gromumd io & hah Theseooind romee mise
IR, when the airine was besded foribs firs anmual
lossafter sghi comserutive years of mes prfit. s
i in bnabian aviaiiun

In bosthy inmiamres. the recrvery was share ever the

it six momthe, the sock rose £3% o 0020

and BN i 2

PRESERVING PROFITABILITY

ASHURINESS probes g, the oo i paneleic was
refativr vstmtchifnrand— e e ctor was shut_bot
renpenmng wis smanerol ime The WS- episode by
OOt Wik Sl MR a g e wihom
sacmifiring profitahilivy. This time it more compdes on
fheeecomnts

Fierst, EmeliCn . faor ey mpeeration now? i pevemies
ore vt e ol 00H- 1Y et prnliashding s umider
strman, aet i atwkene b1k byt pos 2 foss 005

Sapspremil. i s s gl challessmes o unee i o s

ragr-uprpilot hining. e bsin ks domestir market shae,

and] manage: higher oosts—all nisle conginmning to Gk
defvery ol mew aineradl, s it has commeted o

“Whard, seveml key varialbes rrmeen osside ws ool
ol o, onde prives, snd currenoy e The
mirl e s firmiy i damagr-oonerd nnde. Peter Efers.
whevwasd Bl doring the Derember dismupison, s
extiend Lasd wereds, Lnelil 30 nmmeed Willie Waksh sshis
e e preysoosts lesl Brissh Arsas

Fuel made up half of IndiGo's costs during
FY12-F Y14 when crude prices were above $100
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Air India begins search fora
new CEO after Wilson quits

Experts say appointing a strong successor quickly is key to the airline’s turnaround plans

iah bbbt i Tl LTI

BAIEA

ir Imdfia has kicked off the
search fior a mew chief
mwrntive alter Comphedl
Wilson's decedon i step
domm, ammonncing on
Torstey that i hosconstitmed 2 oom-
mitler o idemify bhis secoessor
Mt roporiesd on Mooy that Wil-
s slepped diwn frome the hebm ol
Endin's seconed - largesd aidme, cutiieg
sbuzrt his fve-year tenore by a year
anid mounting kssesand operatiomd
heriwrirnta, YW ilsom s demune nas (ol
im Buky 20T
The presslatrrmen| i Wik i
mmveverd simention io move onin
) o Adr lnifia chairman 5. Chan-
brasedaran in 2020 aned thad, soce
then, he has been workieg io ensme
the airfiee ami i lendership are ona
siahle footing fior the transition.
“He {Wilstn will remain in thermle
il b s anmemmoesd and in
e, " thestaiemen added

The Tata groug hired Wilsn from
Simgrgure Adriies” o -oost omit Sooot
im Mday 2022 less than frer months
after the conglomemie aciprined the
stz run Abr Inediz for 118,000 omre

Wiksn's exit comes shorily afier
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Delhi clears 225 acres of

encroached forest land

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI: Ower 225
acres of forest land in the
national capital has been made
encroachment-free across mul-
tiple forest divisions, according
to official data, with the bulk of
the clearance reported from the
southern parts of the city.

Drata compiled by the forest
depariment shows that around
9115 hectares of land, mughl}r
225 acres, has been cleared of
encroachments since 2009-
20, primarily in the South and
West forest divisions, while
several other areas are still in
the process of reconciliation
with land-owning agencies. In
the South Forest Division, the
highest removal was recorded
in the South district, where
about 77 hectares or nearly 190
acres of forest land was cleared
between 2019-20 and 2024-25,
though a year-wise break-up
was not provided.

In the South-East district,

The figures come
amid ongoing
monitoring of forest
conservation and
efforts to remove
encroachments in
the national capital

about 292 hectares or around
7.2 acres was cleared during
the same pt:n'ud, with year-
wise removal recorded at 0.11
hectares in 2019-20, 1.85 hect-
ares in 2020-21, 0.56 hectares
in 2021-22, nil in 2022-23 and
0.4 hectares in 2023-24. In the
West Forest Division, about
11.23 hectares or roughly 27.7
acres of land has been J:Ecur:d
of encroachments between
2019-20 and 2023-24 in parts
of the Southern Ridge in the
New Delhi district, including
areas such as Rajokari, Rang-
puri, Ghitorni and Mahipalpur.

The year-wise rermoval
stood at 7.67 hectares in 2019-
20, 0.4 hectares in 2020-21, 1.57
hectares in 2021-22, 0.7 hect-
ares in 2022-23 and 0.89 hect-
ares in 2023-24, a-l:curd.ing to
the data. The data also indicated
thatin certain divisions, partic-
ularly in areas clasified under
deemed forests or managed by
different agencies, details are
being compiled in coorndina-
tion with the concerned land-
owning authorities. Officials
noted that in many divisions,
there is “no éncroachment”
reported on forest land under
the direct control of the for-
est department, while infor-
mation regarding other areas
is being updated in consulta-
tion with relevant agencies. The
data lurther showed that action
taken has included the issuance
of notices, demarcation exer-
cises and communication with
revenue authorities and other
dl:p;l.r‘lm::nbi for the removal of
unauthorised structures.
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Air India ticket prices
set to go up as airline
revises fuel surcharge

More price
revisions
likely later
Air India said
revisions to
fuel surcharge
on filghts to
ared from
Bangladesh
and Far East
destinations,
namely lapan,
Hong Kong,
and South
Korea, will be
advised in due
course subject
to the requisite
regulatory
approvals. Alr
India had last
month
introduced a
fuel surcharge
of £400 for
domaestic
flights and
$10-550 on
intermational
flights

Q

The steep rise
compounds the
impact of rising
crisde oil prices,
creating one of

the most
challenging
fuel cast
envionments
that airlines
have globally
faced in recent
years

Air indla

ARSHAD KHAN i@ New Delhi

AIR INDILA ticket prices are set to go up asthe
airline has revised its fuel surcharge across
domestic routes by up to T2 and on interna-
tional routes by up to 2260 or about T26,000. The
move by the airline comes after the oil market-
ing companies (OMCs) revised aviation tur-
bine foel (ATF) prices last week.

Adr India had last month introduced a fuel
surcharge of 400 for domestic flights and $10-
850 on international flights as the ongoing con-
flict in West Asia triggered a sharp rise in en:
ergy prices. The fresh revision, which is now
bazed on distance travelled, takes the fuel sur
charge up to T899 (above 2,000 km) for domestic
flights and up to 5280 for flights to North Amer
Jica and Australia. For European
flights (excluding the UK), fuel
surcharge now stands at $205.

“Following the Ministry of
Petroleum & Natural Gas’ and
Ministry of Civil Aviation's de-
cizion to cap domestic ATF price
hike at 25%, Air India group is re-
flecting this calibrated approach, transition:
ing from a flat domestic surcharge to a dis-
tance-hased grid as follows, effective 08 April
2026 (including on Adr India Express flights),”
the airline said in a statement.

It added that in the absence of any such
mitigations on international ATF prices, they
will be implementing more significant chang-
es to fuel surcharges. Jet fuel is the biggest
expense for airlines, accounting for 35% to
40% of total operating costs.

According to the latest data published by the
International Air Transport Association
(LATA), the global average jet fuel price rose to
£195.1% per harrel for the week ending 27 March
2026, up from $89.40 at the end of Febroary re-
cording a surge of close to 100%. ATF, pro-
duced by refining crude oil, has seen simults-
neous increases in both its crude oil component
as well as the refinery margin, known as ‘crack
spread’, with the Iatter having nearly tripled
within three weeks. It iIncreased from 527.83 per
barrel for the week ending 27 February to $81.44
for the week ending 27 March.

AIR INDIA CEO RESIGNS, CO
SCOUTS FOR SUCCESSOR

ARSHAD KHAN @ New Dethi

AlIR INDIA on Tuesday for-
mally announced the resigna-
tion of chief executive officer
& managing director, Camp-
bell Wilson.

In a statement, the airline
stated that Wilson had con-
veyved his intention to step
down in 2026 to Tata Sons and
Aidr India Chairman N Chan-
drasekaran in 2024 and, since
then, has been working to en-
sure the organisation and
leaderzhip team are on a
stable footing for the
transition. The Air In-
dia Board has consti-
tuted a panel to find a
successor to Wilson

He will re-
main in the
role until his
SUCCess0r is

announced and in plaece. Un-

der Wilson's leadership, Air
India placed record-breaking
orders for a total of 570 new
aircraft from Airbus and Boe-
ing as part of its transforma.
tion plan, and completed the
conzolidation of group air-
lines. An additional 30 planes
were ordered in January 3026,
He alzo led fleet modernisa-
tion plans and set up key in-
frastructure to support the
growing fleet.
However, the airline faced
operational challenges,
inourred losses and a
tragic crash under his
leadership. As per re-
ports, the airlines’
losses could be as
high as T20.000
crore in the re-
cently conclud-
ed Y35,
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AIR INDIA CEO, MD
RESIGNS

Air India CEOQ and Managing
Director Campbell Wilson
announced his resignation on
Tuesday, saying it was the “right
time" to hand over the reins for
the airline’s next growth phase.
Wilson, who has led the carrier
since mid-2022, will remain in his
role to ensure a smooth
transition. In a staff message,
Wilson highlighted the airline’s
achievements amid
unprecedented challenges,
including aircraft delivery delays,
supply chain disruptions,
airspace closures, rising fuel
costs, and other crises. “Over the
four years since privatisation, Air
India has undergone tremendous
transformation,” he said, noting
the successful acquisition and
merger of four airlines, adoption
of private-sector practices, and a
complete overhaul of leadership,
workforce culture, and
operations.
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Rain causes trafﬂc snarls dlsruptlon Iin flights

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Overcast skies and light rain-
fall all through Tuesday
brought down the mercury
in the national Capital, which
recorded its coldest April
day in three years.

The maximum tempera-
ture settled at 28.8 degrees
Celsius, several notches
below normal. The city had
previously seen the
maximum temperature drop
to 28.4 degrees Celsius on
April 1, 2023. The weather
office has forecast thunder-
storms accompanied by light
to moderate rain for
Wednesday, with cloudy
skies likely to persist.

The downpour led to
widespread waterlogging,
turning major roads into
slow-moving parking lots
and impacting operations
at Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IG1).

Massive snarls were
reported across the city. Busy
intersections at ITO, Vikas
Marg, Arya Samaj Road (Karol
Bagh), Dhaula Kuan-Gurgaon

Pedesfrians and commuters make their way along a rain-soaked road amid

rainfall in New Delhi

PANKAL KUMAR

Road, Delhi Cantt, Palam,
Dwarka and routes between
Noida and Delhi saw the
cascading impact of the rain.
Commuters were stuck for
hours in many spots, with
vehicles crawling through
flooded stretches. Social
media is full of frustrated

posts about the chaos. No
major accidents or casualties
have been reported so far,
but movement has been
severely hampered.

Flight disruptions at Delhi
Airport were reported as 15
flights diverted: 8 to Jaipur, 5
to Lucknow, and 2 to

Chandigarh. Airport author-
ities issued an advisory
urging passengers to contact
their airlines for the latest
updates, as operations were
hit. IndiGo: "Heavy down-
pour over Delhi... causing
some temporary disruption-
to flight schedules... allow
additional time... especially
with traffic moving slower
than usual.” Air India;
Downpour “may impact
flight operations™; check
status and leave early.
Spicelet: Bad weather is
affecting all
departures/arrivals; monitor
flight status. If you're heading
to/from the airport tonight,
check your airline app or
website immediately and
add extra buffer time for
traffic. Weather is expected
to ease later tonight, but
thunderstorms could linger.
According to the India
Meteorological Department
data, between 8:30 am and
5:30 pm, Safdarjung record-
ed 3.0 mm rainfall, Lodhi
Road also logged 3.0 mm,
while Palam and Ridge
recorded 2.1 mm each.

Ayanagar recorded 2.0 mm
of rainfall during the period.

The maximum tempera-
ture at Safdarjung was 28.8
degrees Celsius, six notches
below normal, while Palam
recorded 27.6 degrees
Celsius, eight notches below
normal. Lodhi Road logged
28.1 degrees Celsius, six
notches below normal, Ridge
27.7 degrees Celsius, seven
notches below normal, and
Ayanagar 27.8 degrees
Celsius, seven notches below
normal. The minimum tem-
perature at Safdarjung was
20.1degrees Celsius, close to
normal, while Palam record-
ed 19.6 degrees Celsius, mar-
ginally below normal.

Lodhi Road logged 18.6
degrees Celsius, marginally
below normal, Ridge 17.2
degrees Celsius, three
notches below normal, and
Ayanagar 18.1 degrees
Celsius, one notch below
normal. The minimum tem-
perature on Wednesday is
expected to settle at 17
degrees Celsius and the
maximum temperature at
28 degrees Celsius.
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West Asia crisis disrupts Indian
aviation, 10,000 flights cancelled

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

The ongoing conflict in West
Asia has severely disrupted
India’s aviation sector,
leading to the cancellation
of more than 10,000 flights
since late February, a senior
Government official said on
Tuesday. Escalating ten-
sions and widespread air-
space restrictions across
the region have significant-
ly impacted international
flight operations, particular-
ly long-haul routes to
Europe and North America.

According to Asangba
Chuba Ao, Joint Secretary in
the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Indian carriers that previ-
ously operated 300-350
daily flights to the Middle
East have seen that number
drop sharply to around
80-90. The decline follows
the closure or restriction of
airspace in several West
Asian countries, including
Israel, Jordan, Lebanon,
Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain,
and the UAE.

The conflict, triggered by

military action involving
the United States, Israel,
and Iran, has caused what
officials describe as
“unprecedented disruption
in global aviation net-
works.” Airlines have been
forced to reroute flights,
increasing travel time and
operational costs.

To mitigate the impact,
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
temporarily relaxed Flight
Duty Time Limitations
(FDTL), allowing pilots to

operate longer hours. This
includes extending permis-
sible flight time to approx-
imately 11.5 hours to accom-
modate extended flight
paths. The relaxation is cur-
rently valid until April 30
and may be reviewed
depending on how the
situation evolves.

Officials also highlighted
rising aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) costs as a major chal-
lenge, noting that fuel
accounts for nearly 40 per
cent of airline operating

expenses. While global fuel
prices have surged, the
Government has moderated
domestic price increases to
prevent a steep rise in airfares.

Additional measures
include allowing foreign
airlines such as Emirates,
Kuwait Airways, and |azeera
Airways to operate passen-
ger aircraft for cargo ser-
vices, ensuring continuity in
critical supply chains.

Despite the Government's
efforts, the crisis has placed
financial strain on airlines.
Around 50 per cent of Indian
carriers’ international oper-
ations are linked to West
Asia, making the disruption
particularly significant.
Airlines have begun intro-
ducing distance-based
surcharges to offset rising
fuel costs.

The Ministry of Civil
Aviation stated it is working
closely with stakeholders
to support the sector and
maintain stability.
“Passenger safety, cargo
continuity, and sectoral
resilience remain our top
priorities,” the official said.
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Air India hikes airfare for domestic flights after CEO resigns

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai/New Delhi

On a day the Tata Group-
owned Air India announced
thatits CEO and MD Campbell
Wilson has resigned and the
airline has set up a commit-
tee to find his successor, the
airline on Tuesday also hiked
the airfares for domestic
flights due to the ongoing
West Asia conflict. Indigo
was the first airline to
increase the fares.

The revised Air India fares
are distance-based, replacing
the earlier flat charge. This
means the extra amount a
passenger pays will now
depend on how far they are
flying. For short-haul flights of
up to 500 km, passengers will

pay an additional ¥299. For
routes between 501 km and
1,000 km, the surcharge has
been set at ¥399.

Flights covering 1,001 km to
1,500 km will attract a sur-
charge of ¥549.

For longer domestic routes
between 1,501 km and 2,000
km, passengers will pay 2 749.
For flights above 2,000 km,
the surcharge goes up to
7899, which is the highest
among domestic categories.
These revised charges will
come into effect from 9:01 am
IST on April 8.

As regards the shake-up at
the top level in the airlines,
Wilsan, a native of New
Zealand and a former
Singapore Airlines’ veteran,
has been at the helm of the

airline for four years as Chief Managing Director. "Wilson
Executive Officer and had conveyed his intention

to step down in 2026 to Air
India Chairman N

Chandrasekaran in 2024 and,
since then, has been working
to ensure the organisation
and leadership team are on
a stable footing for the tran-
sition,” the airline said in a
statement. The Air India
board has constituted a com-
mittee that will find the suc-
cessor in the coming
months, it said.

Wilson, who took the reins
of the airline in September
2022 following the privatisa-
tion of the then government-
owned carrier, will continue
in the position till his succes-
sor is announced, the state-
ment added.

Wilson had been under
fire following the crash of the
airline’s London-bound flight
in Ahmedabad on June 12,

which killed over 250 people,
and also for alleged violations
of safety norms on various
other occasions.

Tata Sons Chairman N
Chandrasekaran appreciat-
ed the contribution of Wilson
and said under his leadership
Air India made progress on
several fronts. “..it is also
worth acknowledging the
numerous external chal-
lenges navigated by the Air
India team, including pro-
longed post-Covid supply
chain constraints that have
impacted delivery of new
aircraft and retrofit pro-
grammes as well as major
geopolitical and other head-
winds,” he said.

Wilson said, “The four years
since Air India's privatisation

has seen the acquisition and
successful merger of four air-
lines, an evolution from
public to private sector prac-
tices along with renewal of
the leadership team, work-
force, culture and ways of
operating.” Air India has seen
the complete modernisation
of systems, the launch of
new physical products, and
deployment of elevated
service standards on ground
and in the air, as well as 100
additional aircraft added to
the fleet, he added.

Air India’s low-cost sub-
sidiary, Air India Express, also
does not have a head since
March 19 this year following
the exit of then Managing
Director Aloke after he com-
pleted his 5-year tenure.
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AirIndiafaresto
spike asairline
announcesrevisions
mfuel surcharge

THEREVISION IN FUELSURCHARGES WILLTEND TO INCREASE
THEAIR FARE PRICES. HOWEVER, AIR INDIA SAID IT CONTINUES
TO ABSORB A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF THIS INCREASED COST.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhd. 7April

Air India announced revisions
inthefuel surcharge structure
across domestic and
international routeseffective
from 8 April. For Europe,
North America & Australia,
revision effective from 10
April.

The revision in fud surcharges
will tend to increase the air
fare prices however, Air India
said it continues to absorb a
significant portion of this
increased cost.

Air India has revised the
fuel surcharge for intemational
routes cateporised by region.

For SAARC countries
(excluding Bangladesh), the
surcharge hasbeen set at USD
24, West Asia and the Middle
East will attract a surcharge
of USD 50, whileroutes covering
China and Southeast Asia
{exduding Singapore) will see
a surcharge of USD 100,

Singapore hasbeen assigned
a surcharge of USD 60, while
flights to Africa will carry a

The Statesman

surcharge of USD 130

The passengers travelling
to Brope (induding the United
Kingdom) will be charged a
fuel surcharge of USD 205.
Meanwhile, flights to North
America and Australia will
attract the highest surcharge,
set at USD 280 each.

Inasepamte development,
the Chief Executive of Air
India, Campbell Wilson, has
resigned from his position
but will remain in his role
untila successorisappointed.
Wilson's five-year term had
been dueto nununtil September
next year.

Air India is facing several
challenges, induding regulatory
scrutiny, financial bosses and
disruptions caused by
geopolitical tensions.

The aidines has been under
heightenad regulatory scrutiny
after afatal Ahmedabad crash
in 2025 that killed around
260 people.

Air India and Air India
Express together reported
losses of about 98 billion in
the 2024-25 financial year.

‘Wed, 08 Hprll 2026
https://epaper.thestat
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Air India hikes
fuel surcharge as
ATF price spikes;

- - -

W Asia flights hit
New Delhi: After IndiGo, Air
India has also hiked fuel sur-
charge due to aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) base prices more
than doubling for internation-
al flights and increasing by
25% for domestic ones, From
Wednesday morning, Air India
domestic fuel surcharge will be
revised from a flat Rs 399 to be-
tween Rs 2949 and 899 depending
ondistance.

The old fuel surcharge of
Rs 399 for SAARC flights will
increase to 24, Surcharge for
other international flights has
been revised to be between
$50 (for West Asia flights) and
2280 (for North America and
Australiaflights).

Separately, it emerged that
Indian airlines have cancelled
over 10,000 flights to West
Asia since the start of the US-
Iran war on Feb 28, Aviation
ministry  joint secretary
Asangba Chuba Ao said Tues-
day Indian airlines on an
average had 300-350 daily
flights to West Asia, a number
that is now down to 80-90.
Apart from monetary losses
caused by this decline, air-
lines now have to take much
longer routes to and from the
west at a time when ATF pric-
es have increased globally. v
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Righttime tohand overreins: AICEO on
quitting; panel formed to find successor

SHEKHAR SINGH

NEW DELHI, APRIL 7

Air India CEO Campbell Wilson
on Tuesday said the “ime is
right to hand over the reins” as
he confirmed his decision to
stepdown, shedding light on his
resipnation at a crucial phase of
the aidine's tmnsformationand
ongoing Air India crisis,

In his first detailed remarkcs
since theresignation ti geered
widespread attention, Wilson
gaid he had conveved his
intent to step down in 2026 to
Air India Chairman Natamjan
Chandrasekaran as eady as
2024, and has sincebeen work-
ing to stabilise the organisa-
tion for a smooth transition.

“With these foundational
blocks now setthng and a bnef
window until delivenes from
the nearly G00-strong aireraft

Air India CEO Campbel Wilson

DGCA RELAXES PILOT
 FLIGHT DUTY TIME LIMIT

| Alrline regulator DGCA has
ternpararily relaxed pllot fight
duty tirme limitation for long
haul fightstoersure pilot
availability for smoath ope -
tions, Joint Secretary, Ministry
af Civil Aviation, Asanghba Chu-
ha Ao said on Tuesday.

orderbook  commence, the
time 15 right for me to hand
over the reins for the next
phaseof Air India’s rise” Wil-
som said.

He said he would continue
in the mle until a successor is
appomted, ensunng contint-
ity at a time when searches
around  “Air India  latest
news”, “Air India CEO resipg-
nation” and “Air India turn-
around plan” remain high.

Detailing thetransformation
since  privatisation. Wilson
said Air India had undergone
sweeping changes over the
past four yvears, including the
merger of four airlines, transi-
tion to private sector practices
and a complete overhaul of
leadership, workforce and
operating systems,

The airline has added over
100 aircraft, modernised its
digital svsterns and intro-

dured upgraded in-flight and
ground services, while near-
ing completion of interior
mefits for legacy aireraft, Deliv-
enes of new widebody aireraft
with redesipned cabins are
also underway:

Wilson also  highlighted
major infrastructure prjects,
including South Asia’s larpest
aviation traming academy,
new fhight simuilator facilities,
a flving school and a preen-
field maintenance, repair and
overhaul (MRO) base, aimed
at  supporting  long-term
EXPANSION.

The developments oome
amid heightened focus on Air
India’s future, with the Tata
Group pushing ahead with
one of the larpest aircraft
omers globally and seeking to
position the airline as a major
international carfer.
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Airfares settorise as Al
increases fuel surcharge

SHEKHAR SINGH
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NEWDELHI, APRILY

After IndiGo introduced
higher fuel charges, Air India
has now annotnced a revised
fuel surcharge for both
domestic and international
flights, reflecting the surge in
Elobal jet fuel prces amid the
ongoing West Asia conflict,

For domestic travel, the air-
Line wall introduce a distance-
based surcharge from Aprnl 8,
with passengers paying
between Rs 200 and Rs 809
per sector depending on the
route, These revised charpes
will also apply to Air India
Express flights,

On  international  sectors,
where fuel prices are not regli-
lated, the increase is sharper
Jet fuel prices have nsen to
amiind £195 per barrel by Iate
March, neady doublethe levels
seen at the end of February,

Passenpgers flving to West
Asia will now pay a sumcharge

of 850, while those travelling to
Southeast Asiawill be charped
2100 and Singapore-bound pas-
sengers $60. Routes to Africa
will see a surcharge of $130.

For long-haul destinations,
fares are set to dimb further
Flights o Eumpe, including
the United Kingdom, will carry
a surcharge of 3205 per sector,
while mutes to North America
and Australia will see charpes
of 8280 from Apeil 10,

Meanwhile, flight opera-
tions between India and West
Asia have taken a major hit
since the conflict in the region
escalated, with more than
10,000 flights operated by
Indian carriers cancelled so
far, a semior government offi-
cal said on Tuesday:

Asanpba Chuba Ao, Joint
Serretary in the Ministry of
Civil Aviation (MoCA), said air-
lines that were eadier operat-
ing amund 300-350 flights dai-
Iy toWest Asia are now running
onlby 80-20 flights a day.



	AU DL 08APR2026.jpg
	BL DL 7APR2026.JPG
	DJ DL 08APR2026.JPG
	ET DL 8APR2026.jpeg
	FPJ-MUM-7 APR.JPG
	HT DL 08APR2026.jpg
	HT-ND-8 APR.JPG
	HT-ND-8 APR-A.JPG
	IE-ND-8 APR.JPG
	NVT DL 08APR2026.JPG
	NVT DL 08APR2026A.JPG
	NVT DL 08APR2026B.JPG
	TOI-BAN-7 APR.JPG
	TOI-HYD-7 APR.JPG
	TRI DL 08APR2026.jpg
	AA DL 08APR2026.jpg
	AU DL 08APR2026.JPG
	AU DL 08APR2026A.JPG
	BL DL 7APR2026.JPG
	BL DL 8APR2026.JPG
	BL DL 8APR2026A.JPG
	BS DL 8APR2026.JPG
	BS DL 8APR2026A.JPG
	BS DL 8APR2026B.JPG
	BS DL 8APR2026C.jpg
	DB DL 08APR2026.JPG
	DBU DL 08APR2026.JPG
	DH-BAN-7 APR.JPG
	DJ DL 08APR2026.JPG
	DJ DL 08APR2026A.JPG
	DJ RS 08APR2026.JPG
	DJ RS 08APR2026A.JPG
	DJ RS 08APR2026B.JPG
	ET DL 8APR2026.JPG
	ET DL 8APR2026A.JPG
	FE DL 8APR2026.jpg
	FE DL 8APR2026A.JPG
	FE DL 8APR2026B.JPG
	HT DL 08APR2026.JPG
	HT-MUM-7 APR.JPG
	HU-ND-8 APR.jpg
	IE-ND-8 APR.JPG
	IE-ND-8 APR-A.JPG
	JS DL 08APR2026.jpg
	LS DL 08APR2026.JPG
	MINT DL 8APR2026.JPG
	MINT DL 8APR2026A.jpg
	MINT DL 8APR2026B.jpg
	MINT DL 8APR2026C.jpg
	MP DL 08APR2026.JPG
	MS DL 08APR2026.jpg
	NBT DL 08APR2026.JPG
	NBT DL 08APR2026A.JPG
	NVT DL 08APR2026.JPG
	PIO-ND-8 APR.JPG
	PIO-ND-8 APR-A.JPG
	PIO-ND-8 APR-B.JPG
	PIO-ND-8 APR-C.JPG
	ST DL 08APR2026.jpg
	TOI-ND-8 APR.JPG
	TRI DL 08APR2026.JPG
	TRI DL 08APR2026A.JPG

