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DGCA aerodrome license
for Noida int’l airport

NEW DELHI, March 6: Aviation watchdog DGCA has grant-
ed aerodrome license for the Noida International Airport in
Jewar, Uttar Pradesh. The airport is being developed by Ya-
muna International Airport Pvt Ltd, a wholly-owned subsidi-
ary of Zurich Airport International AG, under a PPP model
with the Uttar Pradesh government and the Union govern-
ment. The airport is being developed in four phases along
with a multi-modal cargo hub. “In the first phase, with one
runway and one terminal, the airport will have the capacity to
handle around 12 million passengers annually. Upon comple-
tion of all phases, the airport will be capable of handling up to
70 million passengers per vear,” the release said. - PTI
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Devanahalli emerges as Bengaluru’s
hotspot for premlum plotted developments

ith infrastructure

projects picking

up pace and the

promise of long-
term growth, Devanahalli is
steadily transforming into
one of the most sought-after
destinations for premium
plotted developments around
Bengaluru.

Once seen primarily as the
location of Kempegowda
International Alrport,
Devanahalli has now become
a magnet for investors and
homebuyers seeking spacious
plots and gated communities
away from the city’s conges-
tion. Real estate experts say
the area's improving connec-
tivity and upcoming infra-

structure projects are driving
strong demand for high-end
plotted layouts.

Anand Kumar, a realtor, said
the region is witnessing steady
interest from professionals,
NRIs and long-term investors
who prefer plots over apart-
ments, “Wide roads, organised
layouts and the potential for
future appreciation are among
the main reasons behind the
shift,” he said.

“Buyer's today are looking
for flexibility. With premium
plots, they can build their own
homes according to their
needs instead of settling for
standard apartment designs,”
said Ramesh Gowda, a
Bengaluru-based real estate
consultant. “Devanahalli offers
larger land parcels and planned
developments, which are
becoming increasingly rare
inside the city.”

Developers too are launch-

7 MARCH 2026

ing several premium plotted
projects in the region, banking
on the growth corridor created
by the airport and upcoming
commercial zones.

According to market observ-
ers, improved connectivity
through highways and pro-
posed infrastructure projects is
making the area increasingly
attractive for residential invest-
ments,

Industry experts believe
plotted developments appeal to
buyers because of their rela-
tively lower density and better
open spaces. Many layouts now
offer clubhouse facilities, land-

scaped parks and security sys-
tems similar to large residential
commumnities,

“People want a quieter
environment but still want to
stay connected to the city.
Devanahalli offers that bal-
ance,” said Kriti Nair, a prop-
erty advisor. “Investors also
see strong appreciation poten-
tial as the area continues to
develop.”

Local residents say the
transformation is already visi-
ble, with new roads, residential
projects and supporting infra-
structure gradually shaping the
landscape. Prakash VL
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Noida airport gets
DGCA licence, set
for April take-off

dav after receiving se-
[ \curity clearance from
the home ministry, Noida
International Airport on
Friday received its aero-
drome licence from DGCA,
the final regulatory clear-
ance before flight oper-
ations can begin. The air-
port could now be formally
inaugurated by the last
week of March.
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PM Modilays
foundationstone
for?1,500crore
Kota-Bundi
Greenfield Airport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Ko, 7March

Prime Minister NarendraMoxdi
onSaturday greetedthepeople
of the Harauti region on the
occasion of the
foundation-laying ceremony
of a modern Kota-Bundi
Greenfield Airport, saying:
“This mega project will act as
acatalystintheeconomicand
industrialgrowth of Rajasthan,
which is progressing at an
unprecedented pace.

PM Modi formally laid the
foundation stone, through
video conferencing, foramodern
airport project worth over Bs
1,500 crore at Shambhupura
between Kota and Bundi.
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Bhajanlal Sharma, Lok Sabha
Speaker and local MP Om
Birla,and Union Civil Aviation
MinisterKinjarapu Rammohan
Naichu attendedtheceremony.

Addressing the pathering,
Modi recalled his recent visit
to Ajmer, where development
projects worth thousands of
crores were inaugurated, and
appointment letters were
handed toover 2L,000youths.

He said these back-to-back
programmes within a week
send apowerful messageabout
the state’sdevelopment trjectory,;
noting that “they tell us at
what gpeed Rajasthanis moving
forward today.”

The Prime Ministerobsenved
thattoday is aday ofnewhope
for Kota, Bundi, Baran, and
Jhalmwar asthe modem airport,
being built at a cost of
approximately Rs1500crore,
bepins to take shape.

The Statesman &=
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AAl denies seeking ATF stock
details from airports:

Airports Authority of India (AAI) has denied media
reports claiming it sought Aviation Turbine Fuel {ATF)
stock details from international airports amid the West
Asia situation. AAI said it made no such request and
clarified it does not oversee fuel inventories, urging the
public to avoid spreading unverified information.

Ehfgid‘lﬂmﬂn Sun, @8 March 2026

https://epaper.thes |
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rescue flights as airspaces open

mirati airlines resumed some

flights to global cities from

the war-hit Gulf on Friday,

but a Lufthansa jet that was
headed to the region diverted over
safety fears and an Air France re-
patriation flight was forced to turn
back due to missile fire.

The outbreak of the U.5.-1srael
war against Iran has led to flight
cancellations across the Middle
East, leaving airlines and govern-
ments scrambling to support thou-
sands of stranded passengers. Shares
in carriers from New Zealand to
Japan have slid meanwhile, as the
conflict drives up fuel prices.

Passengers have paid huge sums
to get out of the Middle East, with
last-minute dashes to the airport,
overland trips to less impacted hubs
and fighter jets at times escorting
passenger planes out. Some de-
scribed it as “absolute chaos”.

With most airspace in the re-
gion still closed over missile and
drone concerns, some people with

Passengers have paid
huge sums to get out
of the region, with
dashes to the airport,
overland trips to less
impacted hubs

deep pockets have turned to private
jets while charter flights and lim-
ited commercial services struggle to
evacuate tens of thousands of trav-
ellers. A Lufthansa flight to Saudi
capital Riyadh diverted to Cairo on
Friday over safety concerns after a
similar move by an Air France flight
late on Thursday.

“(It) reflects the instability in the
region and the complexity of repa-
triation operations,” French Trans-
port Minister Philippe Tabarot said.

Britain's first repatriation flight
from Oman landed at London's
Stansted Airport early on Friday
after delays. Similar repatriation
flights arrived or were due to arrive

back in countries from Poland to
Portugal.

Air traffic vulnerability
With the conflict showing little
sign of easing, wider aviation and
air cargo disruption looked set to
linger.

While major carrier Emirates
said on Friday it was targeting “a re-
turn to 100% of its network” in the
coming days, EU aviation regulator
EASA extended a warning about
high risks until March 11.

Lufthansa on Friday flagged an
uncertain outlook despite better-
than-expected results. “The war in
the Middle East proves once again
how exposed air traffic is, and how
vulnerable it remains,” its CEO
Carsten Spohr said.

The limited operations at Mid-
dle Eastern hubs have hit travellers
on routes from Europe to the Asia-
Pacific region particularly hard.

Combined, Emirates, Qatar
Airways and Etihad normally fly

' AN/ [ #

A fighter jet takes off from the
U.K.’s RAF Akrotiri air base near
Limassol, Cyprus, Friday

about one-third of passengers from
Europe to Asia and more than half
of all passengers from Europe to
Australia, New Zealand and nearby
Pacific Islands, according to Ciri-
um data. As of Thursday, traffic at
Dubai’s DXB airport, normally the
world’s busiest international travel
hub, had almost doubled from
Wednesday, but remained only
about 25% of normal levels, flight-
tracking website Flightradar24 said.

Abu Dhabi-based Etihad said on
Friday it would resume a limited
flight schedule through March 19,
with flights operating to and from
Abu Dhabi and around 70 desti-
nations including London, Paris,
Frankfurt, Delhi, New York, Toronto
and Tel Aviv. —Reuters
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West Asia tensions disrupt

HYDERABAD, MARCH 6

Escalating tensions in West
Asia and continued missile
attacks have disrupted
flight operations, leaving
several Indian travellers,
including many from
Hyderabad, stranded in the
region.

Authorities at  Rajiv
Gandhi International
Airport said multiple inter-
national services were can-
celled on Friday as airlines
adjusted operations amid
the volatile situation.

A total of 13 international
arrivals and 16 departures
were cancelled, including
several flights connecting
West Asian destinations.

Many Indians stranded in
the region have taken to
social media to highlight
their situation, saving they
remain uncertain about
when fights will resume.
Some travellers of Indian
origin who had travelled to
India from the United States
and the United Kingdom are
also awaiting clarity on
return travel.

Airline operators have
also issued advisories, stat-
ing that operations depend
on the evolving security sit-
uation in the region.

IndiGo issued a travel
advisory saying, “As the sit-
uation remains wvolatile,
IndiGo has extended free
cancellation waivers until

flights; 29 Hyd services hit

Members of rhe Joint Action Committee nrga.msed a
protest at Charminar condemning the killing of Shia cleric
and Iran supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in Tehran

by Us-Israel missiles in West Asia conflict.

March 31, 2026.” The airline
added that a full waiver on
cancellations was being
extended for travel to and
from West Asia and Istanbul
until March 31.

“Please be assured that
our teams remain actively
engaged, working diligently
to support your travel plans
while upholding the highest
standards of safety and
wellbeing for our customers
and crew. We are closely
monitoring the rapidly
evolving situation in and
around the Middle East (sic)
and are working with gov-
ernment authorities to
gradually and safely restore

— P. SURENDRA

flight operations to and
from the region,” it said.
IndiGo also said it plans to
operate 17 departures (34
sectors) from eight Middle
East destinations to Indian
airports, including two
flights bound for
Hyderabad Meanwhile, the
ministry of home affairs
said the Fast Track
Immigration Trusted
Traveller Programme (FTI-
TTP), an initiative of the
Bureau of Immigration,
enables Indian nationals
and OCI cardholders to com-
Ele‘le immigration through
jometric access in under 30
seconds after registration.
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Airlines Resume Select India-Gulf Flights

MumBAr: A week into the conflict in West Asia, airlines such as Emirates,
Etihad Airways, and Qatar Alrways have partially resumed flights fram
their base hubs in Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Doha respectively to select
Indiancities. Alrlines such as IndiGo and Alr Indiaare also cancelling
fewer flights and operating more services todestinations in West Asja.
Indian carriers are adjusting operations. Air India said it is continuing
scheduled flights to Jeddah and Muscat and has planned additional
non-scheduled services to Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Muscat, Ras Al-Khaimah
and Sharjantaorepatriate stranded passengers. Our Bureau
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operations  after
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Bloomberg About 30 min
told passengers not togo tothe
alirport, the carrier sald it will
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[ights were tem-
caused by another round of
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Emirates plans to resume flights after cancelling thousands

IT ALSC SalD that trawelers
with confirmed bookings
cruld pmoeed o the airport
lts planes were avolding the
abrspace over Lhe United Arab
Emirates in the carly hours of
Saturday after the country
intercepted projectiles in its
A PRLCE anc I.'.\.l.ll.'ll:'lll.'l'll 4
*minor incident™ resulting

from debris Db
[nternational Alrport also
r|'||1-|-t.'\-rﬂnl'!.' m'\.!-\e'm'lml oper
ations. Emirates has been
forced 1o cancel thaoiisan r |
flights as retaliatory strikes
from Iran led the UAE o shot
its airspace and caused minor
structiiral damage o th
at Dubai International

kly

Airport Airlines in (atar,
Bahrain and Kuwale have also
seen their operations halted
Abu Dhabi’s Ethad said
Friday it planned o mesums
{PCF.'IEi!.'IT.S On SOmE TOULes,
while Qatar Abrways has sald
it will operate repatriation
Aights on Saturday after the
mation's civil authority was

able to opemte a safe air cor
ridor. While Emirates has not
oommented on the cost from
the disruption, the week-long
(el LU | L:ILII'.'.L".L'I.JI. OfRral
tions and the resulting dislo
cation of planes amd crows
will impact revenue.

The [ast tume the carner
experienced broader stop

page was doring floods in
Dwbai inm 2034, which
Ermirates said led to $110
milion in losses. Some lnter

national coiipetilors  have
scized on the opportunity,
with Deutsche Lufthane AG
saying it will put more capac

Ity an bong-haid roufes to Asa
and Africa.
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Indian airlines scheduled 96 flights,
cancelled 278 int'l operations: Govt

NEW DELHI: Domestic airlines
scheduled 96 flights to and
from the Middle East on Friday
while the carriers cancelled 278
international services for the
day, the Union government
said in a statement as the con-
flict in the region entered the
seventh day.

The situation in the Middle
East has disrupted flight opera-
tions as there are restrictions
as well as closure of airspaces.
Some airlines have commenced
limited operations to and from
the region, where the conflict
involving the US, Israel, and

Iran has escalated in the last
few days.

The civil aviation ministry
on Friday said due to the ongo-
ing developments in West Asia
and the resulting airspace
restrictions, flight operations
have been impacted across sev-
eral sectors.

“A total of 96 flight opera-
tions were scheduled today by
Indian domestic carriers to and
from destinations in the Middle
East,” it said in a statement.

“As of 6 March, 278 flights
scheduled to be operated today
by Indian domestic carriers

have been cancelled,” the state-
ment further said.

In another statement later,
the ministry said 51 flights are
planned to be operated by
domestic airlines, subject to
operational feasibility and pre-
vailing conditions.

“Passenger movement data
for 5th March, 2026 shows that
a total of 40 inbound flights
operated by Indian carriers
arrived in India from the West
Asia region, carrying 7,205 pas-
sengers taking the cumulative
passenger arrivals to 14,992,
the statement said. PTI
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Airlines bring
back 15,000
stranded
passengers

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Indian  airlines  have
brought back nearly
15,000 stranded passen-
gers from the UAE, Saudi
Arabia, and Oman since
the beginning of this week.
Recovery flights began
on March 2, and the figures
are until March 5. On Fri-
day, 40 inbound flights
were conducted, the Civil
Aviation Ministry said in a
statement. Fifty-one flights
are planned on Saturday.
Gulf airlines such as
Emirates, flydubai, and Eti-
had have also operated

some special flights and a
limited number of com-
mercial services.

The Ministry has set up
a control room and hel-
pline for passengers seek-
ing assistance. The num-
bers are 011-24604283 and
011-24632987.
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High war-risk premiums for
airline insurance to raise fares

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Air travellers may have to
brace for fare hikes of up to
20,000 on Gulf routes as
insurers slap steep war-risk
premiums on airlines, forc-
ing carriers to pay extra for
cover against risks such as
missile strikes and passen-
ger casualties amid the es-
calating Iran-Israel
conflict.

Alongside rising crude
oil prices that are inflating
aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
costs, mounting operation-
al expenses could ultimate-
ly push up domestic air-
fares as well, industry
executives said.

While insurers initially
barred airlines from oper-
ating flights into parts of
the Gulf region, they have

The 30% rise in fuel prices may
impact raise air fares by 10% to
12% , airline officials warned.

since eased the curbs, gi-
ven the need for repatria-
tion and continued travel
demand, an insurance
broker told The Hindu on
condition of anonymity.
Airlines are now re-
quired to notify insurers
before operating each
flight into West Asia. But

coverage can be with-
drawn at short notice if the
conflict escalates.

Premium calculation
The additional premium
being imposed ranges
from 0.075% to 0.1% of the
aircraft value for every re-
turn flight undertaken by
an airline, the insurance
broker explained.

Fuel prices rise
Airline executives warn of
other factors pushing up
airfares, including rising
fuel prices, which are now
up by 30% resulting in a
10%-12% impact on airfare.
Airlines are also grap-
pling with under-utilisa-
tion of aircraft, as they are
able to secure only a limit-
ed number of slots at air-
ports in the Gulf.



INDIAN EXPRESS DELHI 8 MARCH 2026

e DRONES NOT EASILY DETECTED... SOONER OR LATER, SOMETHING WILL HAPPEN: HEAD OF DANISH AIR LINE PILOTS ASSOCIATION

As war spreads, airline pilots contend Wlth drones and stress

Joanna Plucinska, Soren
Jeppesen, Maya Gebeily

& Alessandro Parodi
London, Copenhagen, Beirut,
March7

AIRLINE PILOTS have faced es-
calating risks in recent years,
from drone incursions to flight
pathssqueezed by conflict. Now
US-Israeli attacks on Iran are
making the skies even more
perilous and ratcheting up the
pressure on those flying
through them.

The outbreak of war in the
Middle East has put hundreds
of ballistic missiles and attack
drones into the skies above
some of the world’s busiest air-
ports. Tehran's retaliation

against theU.S. and itsallies has
included hitting airports,
groundingscoresofflights from
Dubai to Abu Dhabi. Atrickleof
rescue flights has made it
through for thousands of
stranded passengers.
Reutersspoke to eight pilots
and morethana half-dozen avi-
ation and security insiders who
said the accumulation of con-
flicts — from Ukraine to Afghan-
istanand Israel — hasincreased
the burden on pilots, forcing
them to manage shrinking air-
space and the wider use of mili-
tary drones far from active war
zones. That's increased the
strainon the mental health of pi-
lots desperate to keep them-
selvesand their passengerssafe.

An Emirates flight from Dubai, with at least 50 Canadians on board,
lands at Pearson Airportin Toronto on Saturday. ap

“We are not military pilots.  TanjaHarter, a pilotwith Middle
We are not trained to deal with  East experience and president
ofthe European Cockpit Associ-

these kinds ofthreats inthe air,”

ation, told Reuters.

The current crisis is the la-
test in a string of security
threats the sector has faced
over the years, she said, which
could cause “fear and anxiety”
for pilots. Airlines now often
have peer programmes to help,
she said, adding as a pilot she
would not want to “share air-
space with missiles.”

An AirFrance flight tobring
stranded French nationals
home from the UAE turned
back due to missile fire Thurs-
day. A Lufthansa pilot Friday
diverted from Riyadh to Cairo
over regional security fears.

Middle East-trained pilots
have become wearily used to
emergencies, thehead of Leba-

non'’s civil aviation body said.

“Middle East pilots have al-
ways faced crises, so from the
start we trained how to deal
with contingencies, emerg-
encies...,” said Captain Mo-
hammed Aziz, director general
of Lebanon’s civil aviation
authority.

“No one can give you a guar-
antee they won't bomb the air-
port or will bomb the airport.”

“Drones are not easily de-
tected,” said Airline Captain
Christian von D'Ahe, a com-
mercial pilot for 15 years and
head of the Danish Air Line Pi-
lots Association. “We can see
them inthe air, and they're very
small. Sosooneror later, some-
thing will happen.” REUTERS
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Seven Gulf flights cancelled at

Kolkata amid West Asia tension

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Air connectivity
between Kolkata and key Gulf
destinations faced disruption
on Friday after seven interna-
tional flights were cancelled at
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport, amid
the ongoing conflict in West
Asia, officials said.
According to data shared
by the Airports Authority of
India (AAI), the cancelled ser-
vices included flights oper-
ating between Kolkata and
major Gulf transit hubs such as
Dubai, Doha and Abu Dhabi.
Airport officials said the
affected flights were operated
by Air Arabia, Etihad Airways,
Qatar Airways and Emirates.
The cancellations included
two Emirates flights oper-
ating between Kolkata and
Dubai, two Etihad Airways
services connecting Kolkata
and Abu Dhabi, an Air Ara-
bia flight from Kolkata to Abu

» According to data, the cancelled services
included flights operating between Kol-

kata and major Gulf transit hubs such as
Dubai, Doha and Abu Dhabi

# Both inbound and outbound services
were affected as airlines reviewed flight

operations and routes

» Affected flights were operated by Air
Arabia, Etihad Airways, Qatar Airways

ancd Emirates

sumed after a four-day disruption

» On March 5, operations partially re-

» Passengers have been advised to check
with their respective airlines regarding
rescheduling, refunds or alternative
travel arrengements

Dhabi and two Qatar Airways
flights operating between Kol-
kata and Doha.Both inbound
and outbound services were
affected as airlines reviewed
flight operations and routes in
view of the developing security
situation in the region.

A senior airport official
said airlines were closely mon-
itoring developments and tak-
ing operational decisions to

ensure passenger safety. Pas-
sengers booked on the affected
flights have been advised to
check with their respective
airlines regarding resched-
uling, refunds or alternative
travel arrangements. Flight
services between Kolkata and
West Asian destinations had
only recently begun to stabi-
lise. On March 5, operations
partially resumed after a four-

day disruption when a flydubai
aircraft from Dubai landed at
Kolkata airport at around 2.40
am with 130 passengers, mark-
ing the first arrival from the
region since the suspension.

The same aircraft later
departed for Dubai with 55
passengers, indicating a grad-
ual restoration of services
before fresh cancellations were
reported on Friday.
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Dubai-Kolkata Emirates
flight resumes operations

PRESS TRUST DF INDIA
B Kolkata

After a few days of disrup-
tions linked to the West
Asia conflict, Dubai-based
airline Emirates resumed
services to Kolkata airport
on Saturday evening, with
the first aircraft from the
Gulf nation expected to
land late at night.

An Airports Authority of
India (AAl) spokesperson
said Emirates flight EK 572,
operating from Dubai
(DXB) to Kolkata (CCU),
took off from Dubai at 7.43
pm IST. The flight, original-
ly scheduled to arrive here
at 6.50 pm, now has a
revised estimated time of
arrival (ETA) of 11.50 pm.

After landing at NSC Bose
International Airport, the
aircraft will operate the
return service, EK 573,
scheduled to depart at
1.30 am instead of the orig-
inal 8.25 pm.

This will be the first
Emirates arrival in Kolkata
after the recent conflict-
related disruptions in West
Asia. Earlier in the day, a
flydubai flight from
Dubai arrived at the city
airport at 12.53 am with
163 passengers.
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Emirates flight to arrive today

SANJAY MANDAL

Caleutta: Emirates is sched-
uled to operate its firse ght to
Caleutta on Saturday sinee the
outbreak of the war In West
Asla, alrport sources and tour
operators sald on Friday.

The Abght from Taibal 18 eXx-
pected toarrive at the Calcutta
alrport on Saturday evening.
Fares for the flight range be-
tween F15,500 and F20,000, ac-
cording to travel agents.

Metro reported on Friday
that the first fllght to Caleutta
from a West Aslan destination
landed sarly ThUrsday, more
than 113 hours after filght op-
erations were halted due to the
ongnlig conflict. The fAyduna
plane from Dubal carried 130
stranded passengers.

Alrport sources said the

Emirates fight 15 scheduled
to arrive fn Calcutta at 6.50pm.
Emirates and other Gulf car-
riers had begun limited oper-
atlons a few days ago to evac-
uate passengers siranded be-
causa of the alrspace closure.

Although only one flight
to Caleutta from a West Astan
destination had operatsd till
Friday evenlng, many Calcut-
tans have startsd returning
wia other citles,

Among them was a group
of 22 tourlsts who had trav-
elled to Egypt and got stuck
thers. They remrnad to Cal-
enttaon Friday afternoon. The
group, mostly sentor citizens,
had reached Egypt on Feb-
ruary 19 and were scheduled
to return on February 28 on
4 Qatar Alrways fight from
Catro to Calcitta via Doha.

When we arrtved at Catro
a)l‘pon on Foebruary 28, we
learned that Doha airport
was closed due to the war and
our Mght was cancelled,” sald
68-year-old Kanchan Kumar
Mukherjee, a resident of Salt
Lake, who had travellad with
Tils 64-vear-ld wifis, Sucheta,

“Quatar Alrways arranged
hotel accommodarion for us,
Bt evervone was worrled and
wantad fo return home. Ouar
children were anxlous and
calling frequently,” Kanchan
sald, “After flights partially
resumed, we tried every day to
et seats, Dot 1 was aefienlt be-
cause of the glze of our group.”

Finally, on Thursday, they
were booked on an Egyptalr
flight to Delhl. “They offered
options through Sandi Ara-
bia or Ethiopda, bt we didn't

accept. What would have hap-
poned if we got stuck there™
Hanchansald.

At Catro afrport, they saw
many other siranded passen-
gers fying to Europe, the US
and elsewhere, Their fight
departed at 11.55pm Tocal time
on Thursday and arrived 1n
Drathd at 9. 10am Tredlan time on
Friday. The group then took
an IndiGo Might from Delhl t
Caleutts, arriving st 5.30pm,

Md Asif Sadique, 42, a bust-
nessman from Beck Bagan
dealing in electronic goods,
returned to Calcutta from
Dubal on Friday evening via
Mumbal. He had travelled to
Dubai on February 21 and was
supposad 0 et on Mareh 2
bt got stuck there,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

7 MARCH 2026

Emirates

> FROM PAGE 10

Sadique got a seat on a Mum-
bai-bound fiight on Friday
wlthout paylng exira charges.
“Earller at Dubal alrport, pas-
sengers could go stralght to
the check-In counter. Now, au-
thorldes have set up barrlers
to sean dekets and allow only
those whosa flights are operat-
ing," he sald.

An Emirates spokesperson
sald: “Following the partial
re-opening of reglonal air-
space, Emirates 1s operating
a reduced fllight schedule..,
We anticipate a return to 100%
of our network in the coming
days, subject to alrspace avall-
ability and operational re-
quirements." The airline has
carried approximately 30,000
passengers out of Dubal, In-
cluding those from India “By
March 7, Emirates will oper-
atoe 106 dally return fllghts o
B3 places, representing almost
80% of our route network, ” the
spokesperson added.



Corporate Communications Directorate

TIMES OF INDIA MUMBAI 7 MARCH 2026

13 flights
bring home
stranded
passengers

Tiaes News Nerwors

Mumbai: A total of 13 re-
atriation Mights for Indian
in the
Gulf landed st Mumbai air-
port on Friday from Fujal
rithand Dubai. These inclu-
dod services operated by
ot Emirates, Air In
55 and flydobai,
als beginning at

with arr

100 am wsnd continuing
through the day (550 pm.

SpiceJet operated seven
Irah and

Mights from Fu
]! whille Emirs
rated four from Dul
India Expreas hadone
from Dubal. and flydubai
had omie from Dubai

Flight disruptions con
tinued at Mumhbai airport
o Fric
movements (ATHMs
ding or ake-off,

included

4
1inthe Middle
medin  slowed
down toa trickle. On Friday
o Shivam Sharma add
rossed PM Narendra Modi
S i L cuerrent

ar situation,

randed in Du-
bai alon th many other
Indians. Families in Imlia
are very worrled. (1) Kindly
0t suppart and
for Indians

et 1
stuck there
Supriya Nale and Swap
ol Node from Daund, Pune,
remainedstuck in AbuDha
member sald,
*Allof them are under seve-
remental siress.”
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