AIRPUH ISAUT HGRITY OF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN HERALD

BANGALORE

7 MARCH Z025

2nd airport: 3 sites
proposed to Centre

Twonear Harohalli, onein Nelamangala

AJITH ATHRADY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

the Karnataka government

on Thursday senta propos-
al to the Union Ministry of Civil
Aviation, identifying three lo-
cations around Bengaluru for
the construction of a second
international airportin the city.

According to the propos-
al, two locations are situated
along Kanakapura Road in
south Bengaluru, which is di-
agonally opposite the Kempe-
gowda International Airport
(KIA) on the other side of the
city. While one comes under
the purview of Bangalore
Urban district, the other falls
under Ramanagara district, it
is learnt. One of the locations
identified near Harohalli is
less than 10 km away from the
last green line Metro station,
sources said.

The extent of land identi-
fied for the two locations on
Kanakapura Road are 4,800
and 5,000 acres respectively.

The third location is on
Kunigal Road in Nelamanga-
la, where the authorities have
identified about 5.200 acres of

In asignificantdevelopment,

Zeroingin

B One of the locations near
Harohalli less than 10 km
away from Metro station

B Land identified for the
two locations on
Kanakapura Road are
4 800 and 5,000 acres
respectively.

B On Kunigal Road in
Nelamangala, author-
ities have identified
about 5,200 acres

B The 3 locations are within
50 km range of Bengaluru
city centre

B They have good access
to roads, including national
highways

land. Thestate government, in
its communication to the Min-
istry, alsostated thatitisready
to provide aminimum of 4,500
acres of land at any one of the
locations finalised by the Min-
istry.

According per the protocol,
the Ministry will send a team
from the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) to study the loca-
tions before finalising the site
for the second airport. Based
on their recommendations, a
detailed financial feasibility

study will be conducted, sourc-
es in the Ministry said.

The state government also
informed the Ministry that all
three locations are within a
50-kmradius of Bengaluru city
centre and have excellent
accesstoroads,including
national highways.

The Ministry is also of
the view that any airport
built within a 50-km ra-
dius of the city would be
economically viable.

Earlier, State Heavy In-
dustries Minister M B Patil
had said that the state would
construct a second airport
around Bengaluru to meet the
demand, as the existing Kem-
pegowda International Airport
isreachingits saturation point.

At present, the existing
airspace above Bengaluru is
shared by the Bangalore In-
ternational Airport Ltd, Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Ltd and
defence authorities at the Air
Force Station in Yelahanka.

The location for the new in-
ternationalairport canbefinal-
ised only after free airspace is
made available, said an official
in the Ministry.
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In its concession agreement
signed with the Union gov-
ernment on July 5, 2004,
BIAL ensured thatit remains
the sole civilian airport in
Bengaluru ar least until
2033,

“No new or existing air-
port shall be permitted by the
Gol to bedevelopedas, orim-
proved or upgraded into, an
international airport within
an aerial distance of 150 km
oftheairport before the 25th
anniversary of the airport
opening date.” according to
the concession agreement.

Patil had earlier said,
“The exclusivity clause or
preference clause of the
Bengaluru International
Airport at Devanahalli will
end by 2033, and the air-
port’scapacity of 100 million
passengers will be achieved
by 2030. We are preparing
for a second airport with
good intentions. We started
now, but it will need seven to
eight years to complete the
construction of the airport,”
he hadsaid.

Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport began opera-
tions in 2008. Airpassenger
traffic in Bengaluru grew by
9% t040.73 million in 2024,
compared to 37.2 million in
2023, according to BIAL,
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Noida airport
to miss April
launch deadline

—
Amseesh Phsdnia
Whiraba

Naida nternational Airpors
n Jevear |8 st oo s the
.‘-prl] deadling for com-
mepoement  of echeduled
pastenger operatione due t
adeluy m construction of the
rerminal.

While the cargo tesmiinal
1 expiected tobe complete by
Aprilend, constroction af
the passenger el has
run behind schedule.

The airport has sounded
off alrlines shour che delas.

WHFRK I[N PRINIRESS
“Moida International Airpory
I svesdily sdvancing voward
operutional rendiness. The
Asrport Aachority of Indss is
advanciyg it worl (n the ale
traffic comzal tower, and
construction of the passen-
per bermimal and asociated
Infrasrmicture is pmgnsmng
steadily, We've  submicted
our application fur the aero
drome licence as well as the
draft seromxutical informms-
tion publiction (ATP) for
publication in Jamuare amld
nre m:rh'.ng T'Ilml:gh the e
cessary Seps with the avi-
ation and seourity regulat
ore™ an NIA upnl:n-.lp-mm
aiid

The airpart did not indic
ate n tepmaive dote for
lamnch of passenger opers-
oo and sinces say i oy
jet pushed o July Aagust or
further.

Acoording tov 3 medin re
poer, the new date woald be
Goalised ut 3 mecting chadred
b ttar Pradesh Chief Min
ister Yo Adinanath o
March 10,
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GMR Airports hikes stake in
Delhi airport operator to 74%

GMR Airports Ltd on Friday said it has hiked its stake in
Delhiairport operator DIAL to 74 per cent after completing the
acquisition of 10 per cent shareholding from Germany's Fraport.
last September, the company, which is part of the GMR Group,
announced entering into a share purchase agreement with
Fraport AG Frankfurt Airport Services Worldwide for buying

the 10 per cent stake in Delhi International Airport Ltd (DIAL)

for $126 million. PTI
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AIRPORT IN HAITI
SET TO RECEIVE
INTL FLIGHTS

San Juan, March 6: An air-
port in southwestern Haiti is
ready to receive international
flights for the first time, offi-
cials said on Wednesday,
adding a safer option for com-
mercial airlines that have halt-
ed all flights to the main air-
port in Port-au-Prince, where
gang violence persists.

The Antoine Simon Alrport
in the coastal city of Les Cayes,
named after a Haitlan presi-
dent who led a rebellion in the
early 1900s, operated for almost
two decades before renovations
began in 2013 to extend its run-
way. It is now Haiti's third
international airport.
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GMR Airports Hikes Stake i in DIAL to 4%

New Delhi: GMR Airports on Friday
sabd it has hiked its stake in Delhi air-
port operator DIAL to 74% alter comp-
leting the acquisition of 10% sharehol-
ding from Germany's Fraport.

Last September, the company, which
is part of the GMR Group, announced
entering into a share purchase agree-
ment with Fraport AG Frankfurt Air-
port Services Worldwide for buying
the 10% stuke in Delhi International
Alrport Ltd {DIAL) for 8126 million,

"On receipt of requisite approvals
and fulfilment of conditions prece-
dent. the process of transfer of shares
and exchange of consideration betwe-
en the company and Fraport has been
concluded.

“Post this acquisition, the company's
shareholding in BIAL now stands incre-
ased from 64% to 74%," GMR Alrports

aaid ina regulatory filingon Friday,

Alrports Authority of India (AAD
holds the remaining 26% stake in DIAL,
which operates the Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Afrport in the national capital
and that is also the country's largest air
port. The purchase of the additional sta-
ke is part of the GMR Group eonsolida-
ting its presence Inoore asseis,

Shares of GMR Airports declined
L37% to close at 87270 apiece on the
BSE on Friday — PTI
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CISF CONSTABLE
DIES BY SUICIDE AT
13 WASHROOM,
PROBE ORDERED

NEW DELHI: A 37-year-old Cen-
tral Industrial Security Force
(CISF) head constable allegedly
died by suicide at Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA) on
Friday morning, police said. No
suicide note was recovered, they
said.

Deputy commissioner of
police (IGIA) Usha Rangnani
said police control room
received a call at 8.44am regard-
ing a woman head constable
dying by suicide. Police reached
the airport and found her dead
in awashroom at Terminal 3.

Police said the forensic team
lifted evidence after which the
body was shifted to Safdarjung
Hospital for autopsy.

“Inquest proceedings were
initiated, and further enquiry is
underway. Her colleagues and
family members are being ques-
tioned to ascertain the reason
behind the step,” a police officer
aware of the matter said. ~ HTC
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CISF constable shoots herself dead at airport

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHL MARCHT

A CISF head constable posted at
Delhi's Indira Gandhi
Intemnational {IG!) Airport shot
herself dead inside awashroom
at the airport on Mday moming

while she was on duty, the Delhi
Police said.

According tothe police, a call
wisreceived about the modent
around 845 pm. Upon reaching
the spot, the police team found
37-year-old Kiran lying in the
washroom at Terminal 3. Mo i -
clide note was recovered from

the spot, police said.

“She had used her service
pistol to shoot herself. A foren-
sics team visited the spot and
lifted exhibits," Additional CP
(1GI) Usha Rangnamni said.

The body has been shified to
Safdarjung Hospital for post-
mortem examination,
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In discussion
with UP govt for
]Ili'llli..'lll‘:-’ltll‘m‘ says
Noida airport
MNoida: The Moida Intemational
Alrport (NIA ) on Friday sad itis
advancing geadily toward oper-
ational reachiness. In a statement,
itsapdit has submitted the appli-
cation for the aerdrome hicense
and is working closely with avia-
tion and security regulators to
complete all necessary geps as it
prepares [or Saming operations
Armid reports that the airport
COMming up ab Jewar muay miss is
Apnl deadinebecause work & stll
incompiete, the NlAsaid, “We are
in discussion with the state pov-
ernment for the inauguration of
the airport” The Yamuna
International Airport Private
Limited, a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of Zurich Adrport
Intermational AG that is develop-
mgthe arport, saidacrucalmeet-
ing to discuss the operational
timeline will be conducted on
March 10in Lucknow. ENS
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Axis Bank carries out aircraft
financing through Gift City

—
Our Bureau
Mumbai

Axis Bank said it is the first
Indizn bank to execute an
aircraft financing transac
tion through its Interna-
tionul Banking Unit at Gu-
jarar's Gift Cirv [FSC.

The deal was completed
for Al Fleet Services Ltd
{AIFS], the leasing arm and
w.hnlly—mvrwd subsidiary of
Alr India, This fnvolves a
long-term loan for the pur-
chase of 34 treining aircraft,
which will be deploved at
Air India's upcoming pilot
training institute in Am-
ravati, Maharashira.

busimesslime had reported
thar the order includes 31
single-engine aircraft from
Piper in the US and three

twin-engine aircraft from
Mamond ~ Aircraft  in
Aunstria,

AVIATION HUR

The Centre is trying to sct-
ively promote aircraft and
ship leasing and ﬁnxn:ing
vperations  at Gift  City
throwgh tax incentives and
regulatory relaxations,

Samjay Shwrma, Chief
Financial Officer, Air India,
said, “Air India has em-
barked on a five-vear truns-
formation journey, Vihaan.
Al is placing an order for
570 aircraft and Gift Cicy
will be important for finan-
cing of these aircraft.

“In FY¥ 24, our leasing arm
Al Fleet Services Lid ex-
ecuted eight fimnce lease
transactions, worth more
than $1 billion,” he added.
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Air India plans services to two new destinations in S-E Asia

Isahit Waid
New Dt

The Tata Group-promoted
Adr India is expected to add
wo new international des
tinations during the summer
schedule of 2025, sources
rold busfizessiine.

These  destinations  are
Munila in the Philippines and
Jakarta in Indonesia, which
are slated to be added to the
airline's intermitional
nerwork.

“They are awaiting regu-
latory clearance from the
Philippines  side.  Dmee
cleared, Air India can mount
fights within a short period
of time,” sources told fusi-
nessling. “As o destination,
the FPhilippines holds im
mense  potential. The ab-
semce of non-stop fights has

HOLIDAY PLANS. The airline has announced a number of
additional frequencies on key routes as part of its northern
summer schedule, effective fram March 30

capped the tounsm potential
between the two countries,”

TRANSIT OPTION
As per industry data, last
year 80,000 arrivals were re-
ported from India to the
Philippines, a 12 per cent v-
O-Y INCTCase.

Regarding the prospects
of the Indonesia  rowte,
sources said: “Transit loads

will drive the traffic from In-
donesia to India. Transits
from Indonesia via India will
be able to get connections
the Middle East and
Europe.” The airline is ex-
pected o deplov its Boelng
7T aireraft on these routes.
Air India i= increasing its
international flighes and des
tinations. It has started new
routes, including Mumbai

MNew  York, Mumbai-Mel-
bourne, and Delhi-London,

FLIGHT SCHEDULES

Air India recently ennounced
having reduced the connee-
ton time for Qights berween
Southeast Asia, Australip and
Europe via India to an aver-
age  of two-hours thiry
minutes.

The airline tweaked its
flight schedules for Frank
furt and Paris to offer sharter
connections Lo passengers
arriving from these cities
and taking anward flights.

The airline has announced
a number of additional fire-
quencics on kev routes as
part of its northern summer
schedule  effective  from
March 30, 2025,

Accordingly, in the United
Kingdom, the airline is
adding three weekly fights

on the Dethi-London Heath-
row route, bringing the total
to 24 weekly flights,

These flights will be oper-
ated by a combination of Air
Indin's fagship A3S0-500
and upgraded BYETR air
eraft. Frequancies will be in-
creased on other UK routes
a8 well, including Amritsar
Birmingham, Amritsar-Lon-
don Guatwick, und
Ahmedabad-London
Gatwick.

Additionally, the airline
will increase weekly flights
on the Delhi-Zurich and
Delhi-Vienna routes. In East
Azia, Air India is adding a
weekly flight on the D‘.fi‘ll-
Seoul route and upgrading
its aircraft on the Delhi-
Hong Kong route to the BTR7
Dreamliner. Africa will see
inerewsed frequencies on the
Drelhi- Nairobi roure.
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domestic aireraft of Nepal's Buddha Air land-

ed safely at Tribhuvan International Airport
in Kathmandu on Thursday despite losing its front
wheel during takeoff from Janakpur According to
officials of the Civil Aviation Authority of Nepal
(CAAN), the aircraft, with the call sign 9N-ANH,
took off from Janakpur Airport at around 4.45 pm

Front wheel falls off, plane lands safely

(NST) and landed safely at 5.10 pm (NST). "The pi-
lots of the plane that took off from Janakpur Air-
port at 4:45 pm on Thursday were not aware of the
wheel falling off during the takeoff, nor did the
plane's indicators show any unusual activities dur-
ing the flight," Gyanendra Bhul, de puty spokesper-
son at CAAN, told ANI over the phone.
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AI ﬂlght returns to US

MUNESA

An Air India fight from
Chicago to Delhi returned to
the US city after being air-
borne for more than ten
hours on Thursday, with the
airline saying the return was
due to a technical issue,
However, a source said the
aircraft had to return as many
of the lavatories were clogged.

The flight was operated
with a Boeing 777-337 ER air-
eraft and returned to ORD air-
paort after being airborne for
over 10 hours, as per flight
tracking website  flightra-
dar24.com. There are 10 lava-
tories, including 2 for first-
class passengers, in the
Boeing 777300 ER aircraft
operated by Al and has little
over 340 seats, including first,
business and economy class.
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‘82-year-old sufters
stroke after Air India

denies wheelchair’

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

An 82-year-old woman
with restricted mobility
suffered a brain stroke af-
ter a fall at the Delhi air-
port on March 4 as Air In-
dia failed to arrange a
wheelchair booked for her,
forcing her to walk. The
woman is in the ICU.

The octogenarian, Raj
Pasricha, and her family
arrived at the Indira Gand-
hi International Airport at
3 p.m. on March 4 for a 5
p.m. flight to Bengaluru,
her granddaughter Parul
Kanwal told the The Hindu
in a telephonic conversa-
tion.

A family member ap-
proached the assistance
desk outside the airport
and waited for a wheel-
chair for nearly 45 mi-
nutes, but with no one in
sight, the woman and her
grandson started walking
to the airport entry gate
from the car drop-off

point, Ms. Kanwal added.

“The staff at the desk ex-
pressed his helplessness
and we were told that they
were arranging wheel-
chairs as per availability
and we were on a waiting
list. Our flight departure
time seemed to bear no sig-
nificance or urgency,” she
said.

As the woman proceed-
ed towards the check-in
counter she fell “face flat”,
causing head injuries, a
bleeding nose, and a cut on
her upper lip and tongue.

Next day, she was taken
to the Indian Air Force
Command Hospital in Ben-
galuru, where scans re-
vealed a brain stroke, or
chronic lacunar infarcts.

The Hindu has request-
ed Air India for a com-
ment.

The family has written
to Air India CEO Campbell
Wilson, as well as filed a
complaint with the DGCA
and the Civil Aviation
Ministry.
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SpiceJet hit with new insolvency
claims from Irish Iessors ex-pilot

Krishna Yadav

krishna.yadav@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Spicelet Ltd has
been hit with fresh insolvency
claims from three Ireland-based
aircraft lessors and a former
pilot over defaults on rental and
employment dues, just as the
financially strained airline pre-
pares to revive operations.

Three Irish lessors—NGF
Genesis Ltd, NGF Charlie Ltd,
and NGF Alpha Ltd—have
alleged that SpiceJet defaulted
on rental payments, with their
combined claims amounting to
$12.4 million,

These entities approached the
National Company Law Tribunal
{NCLT) after previously serving a
legal notice on the airline in
December, accusing it of theft of
aircraft parts, including engines,
from five leased Boeing 737
freighter planes.

Additionally, a former Spice-
Jet pilot, Devesh Bbyan, has filed
a claim for FL.70 crore towards
unpaid employment dues for
March 2020 to August 2022,

During a brief hearing at the
Delhi bench of the insolvency
court, Spicelet sought time to

The freshclaimsaddtoa
growing list of insolvency
petitions against SpiceJet. Fni

respond as its settlement talks
were underway. Consequently,
NCLT adjourned its hearing of
the lessors’ cases until April.

In the pilot's case, NCLT
directed the budget airline to file
a reply and the pilot to clarify
how his claims were not barred
under Section 10A of the Insol-
vency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC).

As a temporary relief to busi-
nesses affected by the pandemic
years, [BC's Section 10A bars
insolvency proceedings for
defaults occurring on or after 25
March 2020—the day after India
implemented its first covid cur-

few.

These fresh claims add to a
growing list of insolvency peti-
tions against the financially
strained Spicelet.

As of February, around 20
such cases had been filed with
the NCLT Delhi bench. primarily
by aircraft lessors, vendors, and
pilots.

Among these, five have been
settled and withdrawn, two are
under settlement discussions,
seven remain pending, and two
have been dismissed.

Notably, none of the cases has
yet resulted in full-fledged insol-
vency proceedings.

In February, two former pilots
of SpiceJet approached the Delhi
NCLT seeking to declare the air-
line bankrupt over unpaid dues
totaling ¥3 crore.

The aircraft lessors in these
cases have accused Spicelet of
both defaulting on dues and
allegedly misappropriating parts
from leased planes.

Meanwhile, SpicelJet is work-
ing to resolve its disputes with
creditors following its recent
33,000 crore fundraising
through a qualified institutional
placement of shares.
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IndiGo to
debut in
non-stop,
long-haul
international
flight services

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

IndiGo on Thursday an-
nounced its entry into non-
stop, long-haul internation-
al flights with the launch of
services to Manchester and
Amsterdam as its first Eu-
ropean destinations -
moving ahead of its earlier
plans.

The airline will offer
thrice weekly flights each
to Manchester and Amster-
dam from July 2025, “sub-
ject to completion of all op-
erational  preparedness
and regulatory approvals,”
the airline said in a press
statement.

The airline has taken de-
livery of a Boeing 787-9 wi-
debody aircraft on wet
lease (leasing planes with
crew) from Norwegian car-
rier Norse Atlantic, which
will enable it to serve this
route. The aircraft com-
prises 56 of the newly
launched IndiGo Stretch
seats which offer more leg
room and better cushion-
ing, along with 282 econo-
my seats.

The airline said three
more of these Boeing
787-9s will be joining the
fleet in the second half of
2025. The airline with a ful-
ly narrow body fleet com-
prising A320s — except for
some Boeing 737 MAXs
leased to overcome the
shortage of planes due to
Pratt and Whitney engine
related groundings — also
has two Boeing 777 aircraft
wet leased from Turkish
Airlines.
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In a first, Axis Bank starts
aircraft financing at GIFT City

Mumbai: Axis Bank has be- arm, for the purchase of 34
come the first Indian lender training aircraft. These will
toexecuteanaircraftfinane- bedeployedat AirIndia’s up-
ing deal through its interna- coming pilot training insti-
tional banking unit at GIFT tutein Amravati, Maharash-
City IFSC. Theprivatesector tra. This marks a shift in In-
bank extended a long-term dia’'saviation finance sector,
USdollarloanto Al FleetSer- traditionally dominated by
vices, Air India’s leasing foreignlenders. Tnn
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