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CUMTA writes to AAI over
shifting cargo terminal to
rear side of city airport

The proposal is part of City Logistics Plan for 2025-26; the plan aims at reducing traffic congestion

in the city by re-routing cargo movement and help in creating space for additional apron facilities

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

he Chennai Unified
T Metropolitan Tran-

sport  Authority
(CUMTA) has vyet again
written to the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
proposing to shift the exist-
ing cargo terminal to the
rear side of Chennai air-
port. This will help in pro-
viding more space for addi-
tional apron facilities and
establish an exclusive cor-
ridor for cargo movement.,

This is part of CUMTA’s
City Logistics Plan for
2025-26, which aims at re-
ducing traffic congestion in
the city by re-routing cargo
movement and creating
dedicated cargo
connectivity.

The AAI had originally
planned to build a satellite
terminal (T5 terminal) in
the rear side of the airport
near the remote bays,
which would increase the
passenger handling capaci-
ty of the airport. As an ex-
tension of this plan, the
AAl also envisaged the con-
struction of an elevated
corridor from National
Highway-32 to provide ac-
cess to this terminal.

Subsequently, it re-
quested the State govern-
ment’s approval for build-
ing this corridor.

——— . ——

Relocation bid: This is the second time that CUMTA has written to
the AAl seeking to shift the cargo terminal. FILE PHOTO

The latter asked for a
hydrological impact study
to be done to ensure that
water flow on Adyar river
isn’t affected due to the pil-
lars to be built for the pro-
posed corridor. Recently,
the AAI submitted this stu-
dy as well. The airports bo-
dy says the land available
on the rear side can cater
to both the satellite termi-
nal and the cargo terminal.

But, according to the
CUMTA, it would do well to
shift the cargo operations
alone to the rear side of the
airport, since the exclusive
corridor will facilitate fas-
ter cargo movement with-
out having to navigate
along with regular traffic.

As per CUMTA,
building an exclusive
corridor will
facilitate faster
cargo movement
without the need to
navigate through
regular traffic

“Since the State govern-
ment is planning to build
the Parandur airport in a
few years, it is wiser to util-
ise this space as a cargo ter-
minal. It will help to im-
prove the cargo handling
capacity of the city mani-
fold,” an official said.
According to CUMTA:
“The major movements of

commercial air cargo origi-
nate from industrial areas
like Thirumudivakkam and
Irungattukottai in the west-
ern parts of Chennai me-
tropolitan area. The ap-
proach route is Outer Ring
Road, crossing Chennai By-
pass via Pallavaram. In a
scenario of shifting the air
cargo terminal to the west
side of Chennai airport,
the new connectivity can
be provided to the new air
cargo terminal via ORR- By-
pass route.”

This is the second time
that CUMTA has written to
AAI seeking to shift the car-
go terminal. “We already
held a meeting with AAI in
this regard in June 2025.
Now, we have sent them a
reminder letter to imple-
ment this plan and are
awaiting their response,”
another official said.

AAI awaits response

An AAI official said the
plan was referred to the or-
ganisation’s headquarters
in New Delhi. “If this corri-
dor is built and the right of
way will be used by the vil-
lages nearby, then there
are financial implications
and a cost-sharing agree-
ment may be needed. We
will have a meeting as soon
as we receive a response
from New Delhi,” the offi-
cial said.
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BJP MP seeks action against
airlines for halting ops from
Belagavi airport

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Karnata-
ka BJP Rajya Sabha member
Iranna Kadadi on Friday
urged the Union Ministry of
Civil Aviation to take strict ac-
tion against airlines that have
discontinued services from
Belagavi airport despite high
passengerdemand.

Raising the matter during
Zero Hour in the Upper
House, Kadadi pointed out
that while Belagavi was sup-
posed to be connected to 13
ciries through five airlines
under the Udaan-3 scheme,
connectivity has now been re-
duced tojust five cities, served
by two airlines.

“Airlines only provide ser-
vices until they get viability
gap funding or subsidy from
the government. As soon as
the subsidy expires, they stop
flying,” he said.

The MPhighlighted that de-
spite the end of the Udaan-3
scheme, passenger numbers
remained robust.

The airport recorded
3,40,300 passengersin 2024-
25, markinga9%increase over
the previousyear. Load factors

— ——

PARLIAMENT

on routes to Mumbai, Delhi,
Bangalore and Hyderabad
ranged between 85% and 95%.

“When flightswererunning
atmore than 90%capacity and
were providing benefits even
withoutasubsidy,itiswrongto
stopservicethrough airlines,”
Kadadi said, questioning the
decision to haltoperations on
profitable routes.

Kadadi urged the govern-
ment to restore flights from
Mumbai, Pune, Chennai, In-
dore and Jaipur for the conve-
nience of security personnel
and the general public, em-
phasising that the high load
factor justified continued op-
erations.

The central government
is currently expanding the
airport with a new terminal
building worth Rs 262.64
croreand anapron costing Rs
25.98 crore, he said.
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Al unveils new lounge
at T3 Delhi Airport

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Air India (AI) unveiled a
new lounge for its First
Class and Business Class
passengers on internation-
al flights at Terminal 3 (T3)
of Delhi’s Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport.

The lounge will open on
February 16. Spread across
16000 sq. ft.,it can accom-
modate about 300.

The airline has plans to
open lounges at San Fran-
cisco, New York and other
international destinations.

“Along with new and re-
trofitted aircraft now join-
ing the fleet and the new
lounges, we hope what pe-
ople are going to be expe-
riencing while travelling
Air India is worth the

Al's brand-new lounge.

wait,” Al CEO Campbell
Wilson told journalists.
Seat-availability-related
supply challenges have put
pressure on Al's retrofit
programme, delaying the
Boeing 777 aircraft up-
grade by two years. The re-
trofit of the B777 fleet is
now scheduled to begin in
early 2027.

7 FEBRUARY 2026
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T2 begins shift to hybrid self bag
drop system to speed up check-ins

Tuwais News Notworn

Mumbai: The city's airport
has planned to phase out the
1 corwentional check-in
counters al Terminal 2 (T2)
by 2028, replacing them with
a hybrld self bag drop (HSD)
=nid its spokesperson
v HSD counters are
usable in two modes: do-it-
yourself baggage drop or al-
ternatively, the traditional
wiy where these counters are
manned by an airdine stall’
On Friday, 14 HSD counters
were commissioned at T2,
makingitthe visible firststep
in the transition to autmmns-
Lion,

HSD should not be con-
Mused with avtonomons sell
bag drop (SBD) counters
which have been around for a
while at Indian airports, in-
cluding in Mumbal, Use of
the 25 SHD counters n
creased by 40%, from 386,146
Passengers in A o GG
passengers in W25, highlight-
ing the need for scalable in
frastructure to support faster
and more seamless passenger
processing, the airport said

That is where the HSDs
come in, as they can operate
as SBDs too, What is new is
the adoption rate of HSDs s
poing to shoot wup in the next
two years. At T2 it would
mhsin in the next two years lis
184 eonventionsl counters
will be replaced in a phased
manner with these hybrid
models. “The plan 15 1o con
vert about 28 conventional
check-in counters per quar
ter into HSD counters,” the
airport said

In selfservice mode, asin
gle hybrid SBD counter can
process 100 to 120 passengers
per hour, compared to 25 to 30
passengers per hour in the
conventional mode when the
desk is mannad by an alrline
staflfer, the airport sald. The
hytrid system alsoenables el-
lgible passengers to complede
baggage-related paymont
transactions at the same

CONVENTIONAL

counter, thealrport said,
IndiGo and Air India will
dhirploy the hybrid SHD sys
tem at T2 Passengers will al-
a0 have the conventlonal
check-in counter option. In-
ternational airlines, inelod

» They then proceed

ing Lufthansa, Air Franoe,

ntarn Swiss and KLM are us-
Ing the existing atutonomous
SR} facility, with migration
to the hybrid SHID platform
underway, the airport said,
adding thar the hyvbrid SED

COUNTERS HYBRID BY 2028

CURRENT 5
COUNTER
CONFIGURATION
AT TERMINAL 2
04, 59
Conventional
check-in counters
14 hybrid self bag
drop (HS0) counters
(4 more to
be added) Q
autonomous self bag
drop (SBD) counters
BY 2028 OW HSD WORKS
Aspartofa » Passangers who 10.2 HSD counter to
phased transition, have not completed depasit their baggage
all conventional web check-in Passengars
counters will be can start the 'mm:m
converted into hybrig  rocessat wely | Dmouageacceptance
by 2028, while the 25 & ede E[] checkln can > HSD counters
autonomous SBDs i g B begin ata check- | do not require
i - i kiosk or a Tag continuaus staffing
will continue to bearding pass : e ried
remain operational a5 and baggage tag are mmm&u mwhﬁw
an additional facility  generated when operationally
for passengers > After affbxing the nacessary

systim can also be integrated
with Digi¥atra biometric
technology, enabllng on
rolled passengers to use fh-
clal recognition for guicker
processing  and  reduced
manual document checka
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Just 1 bay for flights
at Ambala airport

BaarteESH SincH THAEKUR
THIBUNE NEW & 5 EHV CE

CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 7
Ambala MP Varun Chaud-

hary has questioned
whether Ambala Civil Air-
port meets regulatory

norms, cnticsing the Cen-
tre's vague response to his
Lok Sabha query
(unstamred, 5 February).

In reply, Minister of State
for Civil Aviation Murlid-
har Mohol stated that
Ambala Airport is owned
by the Indian Air Force
(IAF), and that the
Haryana government is
developing a civil enclave
there, The IAF apron pro-
vides just one bay for com-
mercial aireraft.

Chaudhary warned this
limitation will hinder termi-

nal operations, Selected
under the “Ude Desh ka
Aam Nagrik® (UDAN)

scheme with Rs 25 crore
allocated, the airport is
operated and maintained

by the Airport Authority of
India (AAI) per a March 17,
2025 agreement

Under UDAN 42, the
Ambala-Srinagar-Ambala
route was awarded to Fly-
Big (19-seater aircraft) but
novated to Skyhop Avia-
tion, which i1s completing
regulatory and operational
reguirements. “Flight oper-
ations will start once pre-
requisites and readiness are
met,"” Mohol said.

Development is complete,
with security approval
pending. As a civil enclave,
it requires no DGCA aero-
drome licence. He added,
“Residents of Ambala and
nearby districts pray that
the fate of Ambala Civil air-
port may not become like
Hisar Airport, where the
State Govemment keeps
changing the usage of the
airport from cvil airport to
pilot training facility to
parking facility for aircraft
to cargo handling facility.

8 FEBRUARY 2026
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Big thrust for American
acrospace majors,
India-based suppliers

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Murnbai

The India-US interim trade
framework agreement will
give US aerospace original
equipment  manufachirers
and their supply chain part-
ners in Indiaa boost.

As per the interim trade
framework announced on
Saturday, India has declared
its intent to purchase 3500
billion worth of US energy
products, siveraft and aireraft
parts, precious metals, tech-
nology products and coking
coal over the next five years.

Over the past few years, In-
dian carriers Air India and
Akasa Air have ordered over
400 Boeing aircraft. Last
week, Air India topped up its
order with an addifional 30
Boeing 737 Max aircraft. The
airline also entered into a
multi-year agreement with
Boeing for maintenance sup-
port of its Boeing 787 planes.
Asa part of the trade deal, the
US will also remove tariffs on
certain aircraft and aircraft
parts of India that were im-

posed to prowect its alu-
minium and steel industry.

“In aerospace and defence,
Boeing has long advocated a
zero-for-zero tariff approach
and this deal creates mo-
mentum to extend this prin-
ciple. A tariff free framework
would accelerate industrial
growth, strengthen national
security and deliver win-win
opportunities for both coun-
tries,” said Salil Gupte, Boe-
ing's President for South
India.

Over the past few years, In-
dian companies have become
key suppliers for global OEMs
providing not just precision
parts and components bt
also complex items like air-
craft doors.

“The interim trade frame-
work announcement is a pos-
itive development for the
aerospace manufacturing in-
dustry in India, potentally
leading to improved cash
flows and enhanced cost com-
petitiveness for the supply
chain. ," said Aravind Melli-
geri, Executive Chairman and
CEO of Aequs Lrd.
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Engineeﬁn g,aerospace
exports getan upgrade

Limited

inaerospace:

. structuralchange

Experts say most
aerospace trade

since 2019. Tariff reductions
willimprove competitiveness
and margins.

AKBAR MERCHANT &
YARUQHULLAH KHAN
New Delhi, February 7

THE NEW TRADE framework between
Indiaand the US is expected to ease mar-
ket access for Indian engineering goods
and aerospace manufacturers by rolling
backa layer of tariffsimposed overthe past
few years and restoring greater pre-
dictability to cross-border industrial sup-
ply chains. The interim agreement frame-
work  focuses on integrating
manufacturing value chains by recalibrat-
ing tariffs on machinery, engineering
products and aircraft components,sectors
where Indian exporters have built scale
but have faced margin pressure due to
trade measures introduced since
2018-19.US duties on a range of indus-
trial and aerospace products hadrisen fol-
lowing Washington'ssteel and aluminium
safeguards and subsequent overlays.

Inaerospace,the US hasindicated it will
lift tariffs on specific aircraft and aircraft
partsimported from India.Industrypartic-
ipantssay theremoval oftheserecent over-
lays is seen as an important step in restor-
ing certainty.

“The removal of tariffs on aircraft,
engines and key components helps lay the
foundation for long-term gains, particu-
larly for maintenance and repair opera-
tions,” said Anurag Gupta, partner at
Deloitte India. He added that greater avail-
ability of parts and consumables in India
could reduce turnaround times and inven-
tory costsforairlines, improving fleet utili-
sation. “For the MRO sector, this means
more locally manufactured orstocked rota-
bles and spares, which directly impacts air-
craft availability.”

India’s aviation market is entering a
phaseof sustained expansion,with airlines
placinglargeaircraft orders thatwill trans-
lateinto steadydemand for spares, engines
andmaintenance services over decades.

Industry estimates suggest that parts
account for over half of total maintenance
costs, making logistics efficiency and access
to certified components critical for airline
economics. However, aerospace specialists

" To open multifold

chances: Boeing

BOEING ON SATURDAY said the
India-US interim framework will
open multifold opportunities."This
deal creates momentum to extend
that principle, which would boost
industrial growth, strengthen
national security,and deliverwin-win
opportunities for both countries,”
Boeing Indiaand South Asia President
Salil Gupte saidin astatement.
Commerce and Industry

MinisterPiyush Goyalsaid
Boeingisalargebuyerof
aircraft parts from
India and is looking at
the country as its
largest foreign original
equipment manufac-
turer (OEM) base for °
components
going forward.
PTI

warn against overstating the direct tariff
impact."Globally,aerospaceandaerostruc-
tures have rarelyattracted tariffsorindirect
taxes because production lines are tightly
linked to final assembly and global supply
chains,"said Mark D Martin of Martin Con-
sulting. He said that many contracts
between Indian suppliers and US primes
such as Boeing, Sikorsky and RTX were
already structured around duty-neutral
flows."What thisresetdoesislargely restore
the pre-Trump baseline rather than alter
the underlying sourcing logic”

In engineering goods and machinery,
theimpact ismoredirectly price-led. Indian
exporters ofindustrialmachinery,engines,
transmission systems, forgings and preci-
sion castings have faced US duties ranging
from 7.5% to 25% overrecentyears. Under
the new framework, tariffs on selected
Indian engineering products are expected
to moderate, while India will lower duties
on certain American industrial imports.

FINANCIAL EXPRESS 3. 08 February 2026

meapToiean  https://epaper.financialexpress.com/« %
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Air India Express Surat-Delhi flight delayed
10 hours, passengers protest at airport

FPJ News Service

SURAT

—

Scenes of chaos unfolded at
Surat International Airport
after an Air India Express fl
ight to Delhi was delayed for
nearly 10 hours due to a te
chnical glitch, leaving hun
dreds of passengers stranded
and frustrated The prol
onged uncertainty triggered
heated arguments and loud
protests inside the terminal,

with travelers demanding
immediate alternative arr
angements.

According to airport so
urces, the Surat-Delhi flight
was grounded after engi
neers detected a sudden te
chnical fault during pre-
departure checks, While the

airline cited safety as the pr K

imary concern, passengers
claimed they were kept in the
dark for hours without any
clear communication about
departure timelines or ba
clupplans.

As the delay stretched on, te
mpers flared. Groups of pas se-
ngers gathered near the airline
counter, questioning staff over
the lack of updates. “If the flight is
rescheduled, why isnt another
aireraft ar ran ged? Da you have
anly ane flight in the entire co
untry™ one angry passenger
shouted during the confr ont-
ation. Many insisted they did not
want refunds or hotel stays but
demanded seats on the nest
available flight to Delhi.

Evewitnesses said several ar
guments broke out bet ween

airline representatives and tr
avelers, forcing airport security
to step in and calm the sitmation.
Videos eirc ulating on social
media sh owed passengers ac
cusing the airline of negligence
de spite operating from anint ern
ational airport with ex panding
services

The disruption hit pass engers
hard, especially those with co
nnecting intern ational flights,
urgent bus iness meetings, and
family commitments. Some rep
orted missing onward flights,
while others had to cancel
important engagements due
totheunexpected delay.
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IndiGo plane hit
by landing snag

Mumbai: An IndiGo plane,
coming from Delhi, faced a
technical issue with its land-
ing gear lever, while landing
at the city alrport on Friday
morning. The airline called it
a minor technical snag and
said that the flight landed
safely. The eplsode comes
close on the heels of the
February 3 incident when
wingtips of IndiGo and Air
India planes made contact
during taxiing, however,
nobody was hurt The Friday
snag delayed the return flight
to Delhi by three hours,

7 FEBRUARY 2026
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Aviation suppliers eye
greater access to US

Zero Duty
May Boost
Exports

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Keen for a big-
ger pie of the world's fastest
growing aviation market,
the biggest sectoral original
equipment manufacturers’
legal teams are poring over
the fine print of the land-
mark Indo-US trade deal.

SECTORAL GAINS

A zero-duty access to
components exported from
Indiatothe USwillgive India
parity with other aerospace
supply chains such as Eu-
rope, Japan and Korea.

While clarity is expected
in a week or so, zero duty will
mean an “exponential” in-
crease in aerospace exports
from India, which is current-
ly pegged at $1.5 billion an-

ST e S
‘MAKE IN INDIA' FLIES HIGH

nually for Airbus and $1.25bil-
lion for Boeing. Officials said
Boeing has indicated it will
double the sourcing of com-
ponents from India, with com-
merce and industry minister
Piyush Goyal asserting that
India will be one of thelargest
foreign component suppliers
in the coming vears.

A tariff cut from 50% to
18% also will mean signifi-
cant relief for the growing
aerospace supply chain. It
could also translate into
large orders for American
giants such as Boeing.
which already has orders
worth $50 billion for hun-
dreds of wide-body and nar-
row-body planes from Air

India Groupand Akasa.

Sources said that IndiGo
is expected to place a mega
order for wide-body aircraflt
which Boeing is eyeing
closely. Boelng alone expects
orders worth “tens of bil-
lions” from India in a not-so-
distant future.

Boeing India and South
Asia president Salil Gupte
told TOL: “The US-India trade
agreement opens up multi-
fold opportunities, and we are
excited by its potential to ac-
celerate bilateral trade and
economic relations between
the two countries,”

Govt officials said Indian
carriersled by Aland IndiGo
are likely to place orders for
$70-80 billion worth of air-
craft, engines and spares.
Since these are all private
companies with no offset re-
guirement for OEMs, Modi
govt's 'Make in India’ policy
has led the latter to increase
their souwrcing from India.

Indiaexpects Boeing to at
least double its sourcing
from India on the back of the
new orders that could be
placed now,
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