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M AAI OKs Plan for Navi
Mumbai, Noida Airports

MUMBAI: The Airports

Authority of India (AAl) on

Friday said it has comple-

ted airspace designand
flight procedures for the upcoming
Navi Mumbai International Airport
and Noida International Airport at
Jewar, Uttar Pradesh, both set to
beginoperationsin April. AAl said that
the completion underscores its ex-
pertise inmanaging complex airspace
configurations, particularly near busy
aviation hubs. AAIl, which provides air
navigationservicestothe airports
pan-India, will be managing these
services at the two facilities.
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STATEWILL FINALISE ON BENGALURU'S 2ND
AIRPORT AFTER TECHNICAL EVALUATION: MIN

The decision is a technical matter and doesn’t require

extensive debate, says state Home Minister Parameshwara

DARRELL MIRANDA
BENGALURU

arnataka Home Min-

ister Dr G Paramesh-

wara on Thursday
stated that the government
will make a final decision on
the location of Bengaluru's
second airport, based on
technical evaluations.

He emphasised that the
decision is a technical mat-
ter and doesn’t require ex-
tensive debate.

While addressing media,
he said “Why should there
be a debate on where the
airport should be built?
Why should the media dis-
cussit? The government will
make a final decision--itisa
technical matter. The pros
and cons will be discussed
before making a decision,
but there is no need for so
much debate.”

The government is cur-
rently evaluating two poten-
tial sites: Bidadi and Tumak-

‘NO NEED FOR SO MUCH DEBATE’

® While addressing media, he said
“Why should there be a debate on
where the airport should be built?
Why should the media discuss it?
The government will make a final
decision--it is a technical matter.”

B The pros and cons will be discussed
before making a decision, but there
is no need for so much debate,” the

minister said.

B The governmentis currently evalu-

e —

ating two potential sites: Bidadi and
Tumakuru. While Parameshwara mentioned that Tumakuru is the preferred
location, he clarified that both sites have their advantages

uru. While Parameshwara
mentioned that Tumakuru
is the preferred location, he
clarified that both sites have
their advantages.
“Whether it is built in Bi-
dadi or Tumakuru, both
locations will have their ad-
vantages. Our preference is

for Tumakuru, but there is
no need to create confusion
overit,” hestated.

The need for a second air-
port in Bengaluru was an-
nounced by Ministerfor In-
frastructure MB Patil in July
last year. The proposed air-
port is expected to have an

annual capacity of handling
100 million passengers.
The Minister stated that
the government now has a
few options regarding prob-
able sites, such as Kanaka-
pura Road, Mysuru Road,
Magadi, Doddaballapura,
Dabaspete, and Tumakuru.

Seven locations were ini-
tially identified by the In-
frastructure Development
Corporation (Karnataka)
Limited (IDeCK), including
Kanakapura Road, Mysuru
Road, Magadi, Doddaballa-
pura, Dabaspete, and Tu-
makuru

The Karnataka govern-
ment aims to complete the
second airport by 2033,
when the exclusivity clause
with BIAL (Bengaluru In-
ternational Airport Limited)
terminates. This clause re-
stricts building another air-
portwithin a150 km radius.

Earlier, DK Shivakumar,
Deputy Chief Minister and
Bengaluru City Develop-
ment Minister stated that
MB Patil has already held
several rounds of meetings
with various stakeholders
regarding the construction
of the second airport for
Bengaluru. The government
aims to complete the second
airport by 2033, he added.
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'KLM Renewing Fleet to Deal
with Noise, Emission Issues’

CEO Rintel says Dutch airline is looking to add flights on more
profitable routes that includes expandlng Indian operations

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: KLM’s Marjan
Rintel is probably the only airli-
ne CEO globally who is encou-
raging passengers to take the
train for short distances.

Facing pressure from the
Dutch government to imple-
ment flight cuts at its main hub
in Schiphol Airport, Rintel is
now promoting Amsterdam’s
stronglinks with neighbouring
cities like Brussels and Paris
through high speed rail.

The Netherlands government
is planning to cap flights at
Amsterdam’s Schiphol airport
to 478,000 movements per year,
to cut noise and carbon emis-
sionsat one of Europe’s busiest
airports. The move has impac-
ted airlines worldwide inclu-
ding Air India which is unable
to increase flights to the Dutch
capital.

“We buy a lot of seats from
Amsterdam to Paris or from
Amsterdam to Brussels on the
Eurostar because it's quite con-
venient if vou go by train. So,
it's similar to an airline codes-
hare where we work as part-
ners,” Rintel told ET in an in-
terview,

Rintel, however, believes that
a solution to issues of aircraft

B 4
KLM will start
flying to Hyde-
rabad, addingtoits
servicestoDelhiand

Mumbai. Theairline
has also boosted

frequenciesonthe
Amsterdamto New
Delhiroute

MARJAN RINTEL
CEO, KLM

noise and emissions cannot be
reached through flight cuts but
by inducting bigger and mo-
dern aircraft which emit lesser
noise and can ferry more pas-
sengers.

KLM will be investing seven
billion euros in its fleet renewal
programme over the next few
years, replacing its older Boe-
ing 737s with Airbus A320neos,
followed by the Airbus A350 re-

placing the older 777s and
A330s.

Rintel is also under pressure
to cut costs at KLLM to effect an
operational turnaround as part
of whichitislayingoff 250 staff
in non-operational roles.

The airline is looking to add
frequencies on more profitable
routes that includes expanding
its Indian operations. It will
start flving to Hyderabad, ad-
ding to its services to Delhi and
Mumbai. The airline has also
boosted frequencies on the
Amsterdam to New Delhiroute
from a daily flight to 10 times a
week.

Rintel noted a 65% surge in
KLM'’s passenger traffic on In-
dian routes to 300,000 passeng-
ers in 2024 compared to 180,000
in 2019. “The relationship bet-
ween KLM and India is already
70 years. Amsterdam is also a
popular destination both for to-
urism and business. Indian tra-
vellers also don’t need to apply
for a transit visa while travel-
ling onwards via Schiphol air-
port,” hesaid.

Schiphol has been a popular
transit hub for Indian passeng-
ers via Europe when Jet Airwa-
yvs made the airport its Europe-
an hub and had a strong com-
mercial agreement with the
Air France-KLM combine.
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Noida: Noida International
Airport on Friday said it had
signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) with Utta-
rakhand Transport Corpora-
tion (UTC) for direct air-condi-
tioned bus services to popular

Noida airport-Haridwar bus soon

tourist destinations in Uttarak-
hand, like Dehradun, Rishi-
kesh, Haridwar and Haldwani.
The services are likely to com-

mence as flight operations from
theairport begin in April.

The airport, which is ex-
pected to serve people in a 150-

km radius covering 24 dis-
tricts in UP, Delhi, Haryana
and Rajasthan, is beingdevelo-
ped as country’s first transit
hub with aspirations to deve-
lop it into an Asia Pacific
transit hub—a first for India.

. In Jan, UPSRTC said it

will operate buses conneting
Noidaairport with17 western
UP districts, including Mee-
rut, Baghpat, Bulandshahr,
Aligarh, Agra, Mathura and
Mainpuri. Plans are afoot to
extend the bus services to
Gurgaon, Faridabad, Palwal
and Mahendragarh too. Tnn
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Second airport in Bidadi
or Tumakuru: Home min

ome minister G Parameshwara Thursday

said the govt will take a final decision on
the location of Bengaluru's second airport
based on technical evaluations. The govt is
currently evaluating two potential sites:
Bidadi and Tumakuru. “Whether it is Bidadi
or Tumakuru, both locations have their
advantages. Our preference is for Tumakuru,
but there is no need to create controversy
over it,” Parameshwara said. Infrastructure
Development Corporation (Karmataka) Ltd
(IDeCK) had initially identified seven
locations for the project, including
Kanakapura Road, Mysuru Road, Magadi,
Doddaballapur and Dabaspet.
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Man enters
airport check-in
area with invalid
ticket, detained

Hyderabad: An India-origin
'S national, who entered the
Rajiv Gandhi International
Alrport, with an invalid ticket
to see off his brother, has been
detained by CISF personnel at
the airport. He was later han-
ded over to RGI Airport police,
whoregisteredacheating case
and started an investigation.

Around lam on Thursday ,
Syved Habib Mohammad Al
hashmi, a Hyderabadi who
moved to the US over a decade
ago, entered the check-in area
attheairport.

During checking, CISF
personnel at the spot verified
with the concerned airlines
and found that the ticket was
invalid.

Further inquiries revealed
that the Person of Indian Ori-
gin (P10) had earlier booked a
ticket to Dubai but cancelled it
and, showing the same ticket,
entered the terminal. Further
probe revealed that Alhashmi,
a software professional, came
to India in 2024 and was stay-
ing heresince then,

“On Thursday, he came to
seeoff his brother flyingtothe

IS and was taken into custody,
He will be produced before the
court for further proceduare,”
RGI Airport sub-inspector T
Indrasena Reddy said. ma
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Centre pushes for aircraft

—_——
Rohit Vaid
MNew Delhi

India is preparing an inclus-
ive roadmap to promote air-
craft component manufac-
turing in the country, said
Union Civil Aviation Minis-
ter Ram Mohan Naidu on
Friday.

Speaking at a meeting to
review and advance aircraft
component manufacturing
in the country, the Minister
assured industry stakehold-
ers of the Centre’s commit-
ment to developing a com-

prehensive and inclusive
roadmap.
Lately, India’s aircraft

component manufacturing
sector is experiencing signi-
ficant growth on the back of
strategic alliances with lead-
ing global aerospace firms
and the growing demand for
air travel.

Major international OEMs
(original equipment manu-
facturers) such as Boeing
and Airbus, among others,
are progressively sourcing
billions of dollars worth of
components from India.

According to the
Aerospace India Association

component manufacturing

INCLUSIVE ROADMAP. According to the AlA, aerospace
exports are currently valued at under $2 billion

(AIA), the exports are valued
atunder $2 billion.

MARKET ACCESS
As per an official commu-
nique, the Minister articu-
lated the development of a
dual-pronged strategy that
aims to both expand the indi-
genous aircraft component
manufacturing by utilising
the supply chain network of
MSMEs (Ministry of Micro,
Small & Medium Enter-
prises) and simultaneously
give greater international
market access to Indian com-
ponent OEMs (original
equipment manufacturers).
“It is imperative that we
build a comprehensive eco-
system — encompassing

skill development, design,
manufacturing,  mainten-
ance, certification, and
knowledge  sharing —
through close collaboration
among our ministries and
departments with industry,”
the Minister was quoted as
saying in the communique.

“India is well on its way to
emerging as both a major
hub for civil aviation and a
center for aircraft compon-
ent manufacturing. With our
deep reservoir of talent and
resources and by integrating
valuable industry insights,
we can chart a unified na-
tional roadmap that trans-
forms these opportunities
into  concrete, strategic
outcomes.”
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AIRLINES RECEIVE
728 HOAX BOMB
THREATS IN 2024

M. SRINIVAS | DC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 6

Airline operators received 728
hoax bomb threats last year,
and 13 persons were arrested
in connection with them,
according to the ministry of
civil aviation (MoCA).

This was stated by the Union
minister of state for civil avia-
tion Murlidhar Mohol while
responding to a question on
“Bomb threat calls to various
airlines across the country”
posed by Parimal Nathwani in
Rajya Sabha three days ago,

The Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) has mandated
protocols for handling such
threats. Bomb Threat
Contingency Flan (BTCF), a
detailed contingency plan, is
in place to handle such threats.

As a part of BTCP, every air-
port has a designated Bomb
Threat Assessment Committese
(BTAC) which analvses the
threat and acts accordingly
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MUMBA|
IndiGosigns
pact with
Norse Atlantic

Domestic carrier IndiGo
on Thursday said it has
entered into a pact with
Maorse Atlantic Ainvays for
the damp lease of one
Boeing 787 -9 aircraft,
amid its reported plans to
fly directly to Europe.
The widebody aircraft will
arrive in the country inthe
coming weeks and is
expected to start oper-
ations in March 2025,
IndiGo zaid in a statement.
It also said that both
IndiGo and Morse Atlantic
will continue exploring
opportunities to contract
additional aircraft and
increase their collabora-
tion further.
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Akasa Air gets
funds from
Azim Premiji,
Ranjan Pai
family offices
PTI1

MUIMEA
—

Alasa Air on Thursday said it
has entered into a pact witha
consortium of manquee mves-
tors, including Tech tycoon
Azim Premji's global invest-
ment arm, and the investment
office of Manipal Group Chief
Ranjan Pai, for a fresh capital
infusion fuel the airling's ambi-
tious growth plans. Besides, the
Jhunjhumwala family, which
currently holds a 4597% stake
in the airline, has also “com-
mitted” to an additional fund-
ing, Akasa Air said in a state-
ment. The investment deals,
which are subject to regulatory
approvals, will fuel Akasa Air's
path to becoming one of the
top 30 airlines in the world by
the end ofthis decade.
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The primary lessons from the Reagan air crash

he tragic mid-air collision on January

29, 2025 between a United States Army

Sikorsky UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter

and an American Airlines CRJ-700
flight while it was on the final approach path to
Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport,
Washington DC, killing 67 people, brings out
several aspects of human factors that can result in
a tragedy.

In this case, the first was having politicians
jump the gun by blaming others, even before a
formal investigation began and the bodies were
yet to be recovered from the watery grave of the
Potomac river. U.S. President Donald Trump was
quick to blame former U.S. Presidents Barack
Obama and Joe Biden for diluting U.S air safety
standards, forgetting that it was he who held the
reins in the interim four-year period.

Pressures, opaque investigations in India
One saw the same kind of political
one-upmanship just after the air accident at
Mangaluru in May 2010 when the Minister of Civil
Aviation, Praful Patel, declared that the airport
conformed to all standards of ICAO Annex 14,
volume 1. Dutifully, the court of inquiry
committee that was headed by a retired Air
Marshal of the Indian Air Force, glossed over all
the blatant violations of the Airports Authority of
India, the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) and the airline, i.e., Air India Express, by
blaming only the pilot. In all the air accident
reports in India, one never gets detailed data
from the digital flight data recorder and the
cockpit voice recorder.

Unlike in India, where the truth is hidden and
restrictions placed on all access to information on
the accident, photographs or data on the state of
infrastructure, it is open in the rest of the world
where one can analyse data with vital clues that
are available. There is a big lesson to be learnt
from the air accident in the U.S. The radar track
and the air traffic control audio tracks were
openly available and one could analyse and
disseminate the facts instead of having doctored
data and reports that have been vetted by a
bureaucrat who ensures that there is nothing
incriminating against the government and its
agencies is published in the final report.

Let us take what has been put out by media
sources in the U.S. What is generally known is
that the American Airlines flight was given a
runway change by air traffic control to
accommodate a departure. The change was
accepted by the crew. The helicopter, PAT25 (or
Priority Air Transport) had taken off from a base

Ranganathan

is a former airline
instructor pilot and
aviation safety
adviser. He is also a
former member of the
Civil Aviation Safety

Advisory Council
(CASAC), India

The Reagan
accident in the
U.S. highlights
the several
factors that can
result in a
tragedy; there is
also the danger
of investigation
agencies getting
side-tracked

nearby for a Proficiency training flight at night
and had been informed about the passenger
flight. The air traffic controller had asked the
helicopter crew whether he had the passenger
flight in sight. The pilot responded by saying he
was visual with the plane and he was given
clearance to maintain visual and pass behind the
passenger flight. This is where the human factor
plays a big part. The flight was at night. Other
than the navigation lights and the rotating
beacon, the helicopter pilot had no other clue to
make out the type of aircraft he had visual
sighting with. His only information was based on
the flight number.

If one looks at the radar picture available to the
public and the information from the air traffic
tape recording, there was another flight which
was behind the American Airlines flight, but
approaching the main runway that the American
flight was originally approaching before the
American crew accepted a side step to a different
runway.

The ‘hurry syndrome’

Did the helicopter pilot wrongly identify this
second flight to be the American flight when he
reported visual to air traffic control? If one looks
at the radar track of this second flight and the
track being followed by the helicopter to “cross
behind” (as instructed by air traffic control), it is
quite likely that the helicopter crew had focused
on the second flight rather than the American
Airlines flight and were fixated on being behind
the aircraft they had perhaps misidentified. As
both the helicopter and the American Airlines
flight were below 1,000 feet above ground level,
the collision avoidance system would not have
sounded as it would have been inhibited below
1,000 ft.

In aviation parlance, this is what one calls
“Press-on-itis”, or the ‘hurry syndrome’, where
once you get fixated, all other inputs cannot
influence your judgement. One needs a fresh and
clear mind to be able to maintain situational
awareness and spatial orientation. Fatigue and
stress have a major role in these situations. The
initial reports indicate there was only a single air
traffic tower controller at Reagan handling the
flights when, normally, two controllers are on
duty.

Soon after the Reagan accident, the visual
media in India went on overdrive, with graphic
presentations of the Charkhi Dadri mid-air
collision in India, near New Delhi, on November
12, 1996. In this accident, a Kazakhstan Airlines
flight from Chimkent, Kazakhastan to Delhi

collided with a Saudi Arabian Airlines Boeing 747
flight from Delhi to Dhahran, killing 349 people
The pilot of the Kazakh flight was blamed for not
complying with air traffic control clearance. What
people are not aware of was a DGCA official who
was in-charge of the investigation was removed
from the investigation when he submitted his
findings. It was another official who finalised the
report. It is needless to say that the last nine
minutes of the digital flight data recorder of the
Saudia flight was a blank.

In the recent crash in South Korea, in
December 2024, where a passenger flight landed
with retracted wheels and crashed into an
embankment housing the instrument landing
system localiser antenna, South Korea, like India
at the time of the Mangaluru crash, had not
complied with the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) Annex 14, Volume 1 Standard
that mandated that all structures in operational
area shall be frangible (from January 1, 2010). Yet,
ICAO gave them a clean chit during the audits
conducted. The Korean jet’s digital flight data
recorder was also blank for the last four minutes.

Incidents in Bengaluru, Tiruchi

Let us not forget the case of two Indigo flights, on
January 7, 2022 — one bound for Kolkata, and the
other for Bhubaneshwar — that were departing
from parallel runways at Bengaluru airport. The
air traffic controllers had cleared planes for
take-off. In the two runways at Bengaluru, one
runway was to be used for take-offs and the other
for landings simultaneously. It was a narrow
escape for both planes.

Neither the airline nor the air traffic control
reported the matter but the incident came to light
during a safety audit. The lack of situational
awareness and the lack of knowledge of the pilots
on the functioning of the collision avoidance
systermn were safety issues that were all swept
under the carpet.

On October 11, 2024, an Air India Express flight
from Tiruchirappalli to Sharjah experienced
hydraulic failure in one system. It circled for close
to three hours before landing. But the political
class in Tamil Nadu and the media went to town
making a hero out of the captain who had
exhibited very poor judgement when he could
have made an overweight landing immediately.

This is another example of people with no
knowledge of aviation passing judgements and
influencing investigation agencies. The mid-air
tragedy should open the eyes of the travelling
public and know that safety is being
compromised for brownie points.
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Why civil aviation in India
needs further consolidation

Institution might be going throwgh

one of [ts worst phases — bt for the
smaller companies n Indlan civil aviation,
there |5 no other hope on the horzoen.

To understand why, readers need to step
tack in time. The Indian skes changed for-
ever with the first low-fare airline flight of
Alr Decean I 2003, sparking off a revolution
that made fying more affordable and acces-
sible. Larger numbers were able to make fiy-
Ing thelr most preferred amnd commaon form
of transport.

From 2003 to- 2020, Indla saw a spate of
low-fare and full-service alrlines get
lnunched and shot down, depending mostly
on how well the founders structured and ran
their businesses. With the sector as price-
senaitive as it was, n maost years, the indos-
iry registered significant losses In
general, alrlines in India were con-
sidered an unprofitable business
with very low margins. In 2009, Jet
Abrways, created for a different era
and once India's most-loved full-

recent Morgan Sanley research
Alﬂpﬂli tells us that marrage as an

service private alriing, closed as it .ﬂl‘ljl.l|l'
Bhargava

falled to navigate the winds of
change.

Thee Covad pandemic sdeded to the
Industry’s tronbles significanthy. It
led o the further weakening of already vul-
nerable firms, but Endian civil avation defied
lorgie. In FY 20240, the counitry had slx sched-
uled alrlines with combined lnsses of aroumnd
SL7 billion. In FY 2021, the country had seven
with even higher combined bosses. However,
desplte losses growing, none of the ineum-
bents were bowing out. In fact, one new air-
line. Aknsa Alr, |olned the race. Before the
pandemic. airines speh as Spheelet and Go
First hed more aireraft in the alr, bigger mar-
ket shares, lower losses, and stronger bad-
ance shests. Post the pandemic. both became
considerably weaker.

However, it was the sale of the erstwhile
natinnal carrier to-the Tatas thar changed the
industry trrevocably. In one shot. four air-
limes— Alr India Express, Alr Asia Indla, Vis-
tarn, and Alr India — came under a single
owner. As a resuls, hesides the two blggles
(the other being IndiGo). the togal number of
atriines shrank to Just four by 2024, inched-
ing Speedet and Akasa: Go First, weakened
beyond recevery, ceased flying in May 3023

Industry observers s analysts argue that
alewer number of alrlines works better: that

Before the pandembe, sirlines such as
Spieelet and Go First lad more alveraft in
the air, bigger market shares, lower losses,
and stronger balance sheets. Post the
pandemic, both became wealier, RELTERS

the old structure of many small ones with
limised market share was untenable, with
financial repercussions for the sector. Nog
only were the airlines proving to be Incress-
ingly unreliable, bt they also had weak bal-
ance sheets and were overextending them-
selves, causing more grief o passengers.

How to mitigate the (Il effects of massive
consolidation becamse s blg concermn. Collu-
shon between two airlines is lkely o be even
easter than a clutch of them, something the
Competition Commission of Indka (CCl) has
grappad with over the years. Time and again
concerns over collusion on fares and charges
have appeared in the Indlan narrative,
though such sllegations have largely
remainad unproven.

The two samaller alrlines — Spdeelet and
Alkasa — have had a shaky ride for a while
noww. Although Akasa set up a good pace of
growth, offering a reflable and
decent quality service. is losses
have sonred, s Is to be expected
with a startup. It has also pald a
hefty price for [ts turbalent history
with Its own pllots and lost the sup-
port of its primary founder and
linancinl backer, the late Rakesh
Jhunjhunwala sinee it took to the
skies.

If things have not been smooth
for Akasa, Spicelet has been on a roller-
ouster for a while now. Since the pandemic
i the subsequent troubles faced by Boelng,
its adreraft supplier, many were convinced
that it was & touch-and-go situaton for Sploe-
Jet. which has no big corporate hacking like
Alr India or a strong cash positon end bal-
ance sheet ke IndiGo. As was largely pre-
dicted, the alrline whitthed down in size and
stature since its heydays, when its total Aeet
erossed 100 aireraft, and its market share was
almost W% (2007-18) 1ts on-time perform-
ance took & beating as did its safety record.
The airline lost market share, histing lows of
3%, not far above Akasa, the youngess in the
SAIME.

It was only towards end-2023 that some
semblance retumed (o s operations after @
infused fresh funds. Spicelet allotted shores
and warrants worth 3744 crore (Just below
5100 million) on a preferential basis in the
first tranche, and a second and largar tran-
che of funds (23,00 crore} was ralsed
throogh a qualified instintional placement
in September 2024. This money has been
used by the airline to settle employes dues,
payments to vendors, i and other stanstory
duses. Tt is also deploving the funds o pull
grounded alreraft back into the feet Perhaps
for the first thme In many years, its employees
are not complatning or fearing the worst
{read closure).

But industry ohservers and experts are all
united on one matter: The smaller airlines
will Aind themnselves in dire financial straits
repeatedly at different points in tme unless
they go in for marmages (mergers or sale of
stakes) to well-capitalised airiines in reglons
such as West Asla or other earriers that
might have a strateglc interest in the Indian
market. The best bet for airline ovwners will
be to ry and get their businesses to 8 healthy
state and vizhle size for o stake sale. finding
a match that can complement what they
have built.

Anjieli Bhargave writes about governance,
infrustrurtre 2nd the socisl sector.
The wiews expressed ore persanal
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IndiGo to damp lease Boeing
/87 from Norse Atlantic Airways

Reuters

feedback @livemint.com

India’s top airline IndiGo said
on Thursday it will damp lease
a Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner
widebody jet from Norse Atlan-
tic Airways, with operations
starting in March, as part of its
efforts to tap into long-haul
routes.

In the damp lease agreement,
Norse Atlantic will lease its
plane, along with pilots, or
flight crew, and maintenance
services to IndiGo, which will
provide cabin crew.

IndiGo had about 14 jets on
damp lease agreements at the
end of 2024— two from Turkish
Airlines and 12 from Qatar Air-
ways.

The low-cost carrier will
explore further opportunities to
contract more aircraft from

The carrier will explore
opportunities to contract more
aircraft from Norse Atlantic. w1

Norse Atlantic Airways, it said
in a press release, without speci-
fying if they would be on similar
lease agreements.

Local business publications
reported in December that
IndiGo would lease about six

787s from Norse Atlantic, as it
seeks to begin long-haul servi-
ces before 2027, when the air-
line is expected to receive the
first of 30 Airbus A350 wide-
body jets.

The airline is also expected to
receive its first Airbus AJ2IXLR
aircraft in 2025, a single-aisle jet
that is capable of {lying non-
stop from India to western
Europe.

IndiGo wants to capture a
larger slice of the international
travel business from dominant
Gulf airlines, whose one-stop
routes are currently more popu-
lar among Indian travellers.

The airline currently flies to
38 international destinations
and aims to add two more by
end-March. It deploys about
28% of its capacity on interna-
tional routes, spanning from
Balku to Bali.
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INBRIEF

Akasa Air gets funding from

Azim Premiji, Pai family offices

Tech tycoon Azim Premiji’s global investment arm
and Manipal group chief Ranjan Pai’s family
office have invested an undisclosed sum of
money to pick up a stake in Akasa Air, India’s
youngest airline. In a statement, the airline said
promoter Jhunjhumwala family has also
committed more funds to Akasa. The
Jhunjhunwala family and Vinay Dube, the
founder and CEO of Akasa Air, own a majority
stake in the airline. e
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IndiGo signs pact with Norse
Atlantic for Boeing 787-9 lease

“The widebody aircraft will arrive in country in coming
weeks and is expected to start operations in March 2025’

MUMBALI: Domestic carrier
IndiGo on Thursday said it has
entered into a pact with Norse
Atlantic Airways for the damp
lease of one Boeing 787-9 air-
craft, amid its reported plans to
fly directly to Europe.

The widebody aircraft
will arrive in the country
in the coming weeks and is
expected to start operations
in March 2025, IndiGo said in
a statement.

It also said that both IndiGo
and Norse Atlantic will con-
tinue exploring opportunities

to contract additional aircraft
and increase their collabora-
tion further,

This would be the first time
the airline will induct a Boe-
ing 787 aircraft in its fleet. As
of now, Tata Group-owned
Air India has these planes in
operation.

IndiGo currently has two
widebody B777 aircraft in its
fleet of 352 operational aircraft,
wet-leased from Turkish air-
lines with whom it has a code-
share arrangement in place,
which the Gurugram-based

airline operates to Istanbul from
Delhi and Mumbai.

Wet lease of an aircraft by
an Indian carrier involves the
leasing of foreign aircraft, along
with crew, maintenance, and
insurance. The plane is also
under the operational control
of the foreign operator (les-
sor) and subject to regulatory
requirements of the foreign civil
aviation authority concerned.

In a damp lease, the lessor
provides the maintenance along
with the aircraft but not the
crew and insurance. !
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Indigo
to lease

B-787

B NEW DELME IndiGo on
Thursday said it has
entered into o pact with
Norse Atlantic Airways
for the damp lease of one
Boeing 7878 airerafl,
amid its reported plans
to {ly directly to Europe
The widebody alrerall is
expected 1o start opera-
tions in March.rm
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Search underway
in Alaska for plane

carrying 10 people

Anchorage: An aircraft carry-
ing 10 people across Alaska’s
Norton Sound south of Arctic
Circle went missing Thursday
afternoon and rescuers search-
ed into the night for any sign of
the aircraft. In an update early
Friday, officials said crews we-
restill searchingontheground,
but there was no information
onthe location of the aircraft.
Bering Air Caravan was he-
ading from Unalakleet to Nome
with nine passengers and a pil-
ot. Authorities were working to
determineitslast known coord-
inates. Unalakleet is a commu-
nity of 690 people in western
Alaska, 240km south of Nome.
Airplanes are often the only op-
tion for travel in rural Alaska.
“Due to weather and visibil-
ity, we are limited on air search
at the current time,” authoriti-
es said. The disappearance
marks the third major incident
in US aviation in eight days. ap
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