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TG gives 960 acres to AAI
for new Mamnoor airport

PULI SHARATH
KUMAR | DC
WARANGAL, JAN. 6

The state government on
Tuesday handed over
about 950 acres of land to
the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) for the revival
of the long-awaited Mam-
noor airport. The founda-
tion ceremony is expected
at the end of this month,
and the first flight could
take off by late 2027.

The Mamnoor airport,
built by the Nizam govern-
ment in 1930 as an airsirip
for military purposes and
currently defunct, has
696.14 acres of land. The
government has acquired
an additional 253 acres of
private land, paying farm-
ers compensation of aro-
und %295 crore at a rate of
¥1.2 crore per acre, ena-
bling the AAI to rebuild

© MAMNOOR airport,
built by Nizam governme-
nt in 1930, has 696 acres
of land. The government
has acquired an additional
253 acres of private land,
paying farmers compensa-
tion of 7295 crore at a rate
of ¥1.2 crore per acre,
enabling AAI to rebuild
airport according to mod-
ern specifications.

the airport according to
modern specifications.
Despite strong demand
for an airport in Telan-
gana's second-largest city,
the government could not
build an airport because
the Central government
had promised the GMR
Group that no commercial
airport would be built
within a 150-km radius of
the Shamshabad airport.

Government, however, se-
cured an exemption from
the GMR Group on this
contractual obligation.

A technical team from
AAL led by general man-
ager B.V. Rao, inspected
the boundaries alongside
revenue and roads depart-
ment officials. The exist-
ing runway will be expa-
nded to accommodate 72-
seater aircraft, with plans
for further expansion to
handle larger planes based
on passenger demand.
When completed, it will be
able to handle Airbus
A320-category aircraft.

Union civil aviation min-
ister Kinjarapu Ramm-
ohan Naidu, speaking at a
event in Delhi, announced
construction of airport to
commence shortly.

m Page 9: Airport Works
Soon: Rammohan

The Mamnoor airport, built by the Nizam government
in 1930 as an airstrip for military purposes and current-

ly defunct, has 696.14 acres of land.

- DC

Airport works
soon, says Min.

FROM PAGE 1

Union civil aviation min-
ister Kinjarapu Ramm-
ohan Naidu, speaking at a
cultural event in Delhi,
announced that the con-
struction of the airport
will commence shortly.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy are expec-
ted to perform the grou-
ndbreaking CEremony
together..

The opening of Ma-
mnoor airport is expected
to revolutionise the econ-
omy of northern Telan-
gana. It will serve as a
lifeline and provide a ma-
jor boost to the Warangal
IT hub and the Kakativa

Mega Textile Park by
allowing international
delegates and investors to
fly directly to the city.
Tourism is expected to
flourish as international
and domestic travellers
gain easier access to
Unesco World Heritage
sites like the Ramappa
Temple, the Warangal
Fort and the Thousand
Pillar Temple. This surge
in visitors will boost local
hotels, transport services,
and create thousands of
jobs for local youth.
During World War II,
the air strip was handed
over by the Nizam gov-
ernment to the British. It
was bombed during
Operation Polo.
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AIRLINES ASKED T0
PROVIDE DATA ON
AVERAGE FARES

New Delhi, Jan. 7: India’s
government has asked
IndiGo, Air India,
Spicedet and Akasa to
provide data on average
fares charged, a docu-
ment shows, as antitrust
authorities investigate
unprecedented travel dis
ruptions in December.
Pilot shortages at
IndiGo, which dominates
India’s aviation market
with a 65 per cent share,
forced it to cancel about
4,500 fNights last month,
stranding thousands of
passengers and disrupt
ing air travel nationwide,
Fares of certain airlines
surged during the crisis,
prompting government to
impose temporary caps.
The competition com-
mission of India (CCI) in
December said it was pro-
ceeding against IndiGo to
assess whether it had abu-
sed its market position.
The directorate general
of civil aviation (DGCA)
has written to airlines
asking for average fares
on each route they operat-
ed on, for economy and
premium economy seats,
over the period Dec, 1-15.
A government source
said the details have been
sought at the request of
the CCI as they could help

over the period Dec, 1-15,

A government source
said the details have been
sought at the request of
the CCI as they could help
it to assess airfare pat-
terns across airlines dur-
ing the disruptions.

The government emalil
also asked airlines to pro-
vide fare data on affected
routes during the disrup-
tions. — Reuters
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Govt seeks fare data from airlines after Dec crisis

REUTERS
New Delhi, 7 January

The central government has asked In-
diGo, Air India, SpiceJet and Akasa to
provide data on average fares charged,
adocument shows, as antitrust author-
ities investigate unprecedented travel
disruptions in December.

Pilot shortages at IndiGo, which
dominates India’s aviation market with
a 65 per cent share, forced it to cancel
about 4,500 flights last month, strand-
ing thousands of passengers and dis-
rupting air travel nationwide.

Fares of certain airlines surged dur-
ing the crisis, prompting the govern-

ment to impose temporary caps.

The regulator Competition Com-
mission of India (CCI) in December said
it was proceeding against IndiGo to as-
sess whether it had abused its market
position. IndiGo has not commented
on the case. The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), which oversees
safety, has written to airlines asking for
average fares on each route they oper-
ated on, for economy and premium
economy seats, over the period De-
cember 1-15, according to a Reuters re-
view of a January 1 government email
to IndiGo, Air India, Air India Express,
SpiceJet and Akasa. The CCI and the
civil aviation authority did not re-

THE DGCA HAS WRITTEN

TO AIRLINES ASKING FOR
AVERAGE FARES ON EACH
ROUTE THEY OPERATED ON,
FOR ECONOMY AND PREMIUM
ECONOMY SEATS, OVER THE
DECEMBER 1-15 PERIOD

spond to Reuters queries on the private
email. Akasa declined to comment,
while other airlines did not respond.

CClI seeks information from
airline, DGCA
Competition Commission has sought

information from IndiGo as well as avi-
ation regulator DGCA in order to assess
whether the country’s largest airline
indulged in unfair business practices
against the backdrop of massive flight
cancellations last month, according
tosources.

The sources on Wednesday said the
regulator has sent certain queries to
IndiGo to gather more information as
it looks into the business practices of
the airline.

Besides, information has been
sought from DGCA, including on air-
fares, to have a better understanding of
the sector before deciding on the next
course of action, they added.
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Direct Flights
From B'desh to
Pak from Jan 29

Dhaka: State-
run Biman
Bangladesh
Airfines will
resume direct flights bet-
ween Dhaka and Karachi
from January 29, restoring
the non-stop air connec-
tivity between Bangladesh
and Pakistan after more
thanadecade, officials said
on'Wednesday. = PTi
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Govt Seeks Air Fare Data
in IndiGo Antitrust Probe

NEW DELHI The government has
asked IndiGo, Air india, SpiceJet
and Akasa toprovide dataonav-

erage fares charged, a document
shows, as antitrust authorities investigate
unprecedented travel disruptions in Decem-
ber. The Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) haswritten to airlines asking for av
erage fares on each route they operated on,
over the December 115 period. =Reuters
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Airlines asked to
furnish fare details

THE GOVERMMENT HAS asked IndiGo,
Aar Imdia, S;Hiw:'hl and Akasa Arr tn prov
vide data on average fams thtrI
document shows, as antitnest autho
des prﬂ:l-:' Llﬂpl.'l!tn‘.l{‘l-‘ll:lh travel dis rL1p
thoms in December, 1 reports Reulers
Filot shortages forcod |Th||.|1.'l to camcel
about 4,5 o0 flhghts Last ¢
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IndiGo gets
delivery of
first Airbus
A321XLR

ATHENS-BOUND
Efm

B The airline plans to
deploy the A321XLR on
non-stop services from
Delhi and Mumbai to Athens

MITIN KUMAR
New Delhi, January 7

BUDGET CARRIER INDIGO on
Wednesday received the first of
the 40 Airbus A321XLRaircraft
ithad placedanorder for.

Theairlineplans to deploythe
aircraft on non-stop services
from Delhi and Mumbai to
Athens laterthis month marking
its first international induction.
A total of nine A321XLRs are
expected tojoin IndiGo's fleet
during 2026. The Airbus
A321XIR along-rangevariantof
the narrow-body A321, com-
bines extendedflyingrange with
theloweroperatingcostsofasin-
gle-aisleaircraft.

With a range of approxi-
mately 8,700 km, it allows air-
lines to operate direct flights on
thin, long-distance routes that
were previously possible only
with largerwide-body jets.

The aircraft improves fuel
efficiency, reduces per-seat
costs,and offersairlines flexibil-
ity to open new markets while
maintaininghigher frequencies
and profitability.

After the Athens launch,
IndiGoplanstodeployadditional
A321XLRs on existing interna-
tional routes, including Istanbul
and Denpasar, Bali. Future deliv-
erieswillalsosupport theairline’s
expansion into new long-haul
destinations across Europe and
East Asia, strengtheningits inter-
national networkwith this fuel-
efficient narrow-bodyjet

Meanwhile, CCT hassought
information from IndiGo as
wellas DGCAinordertoassess
whether the country's largest
airlineindulged in unfairbusi-
ness practices against the
backdrop of massive flight
cancellations last month,
according to sources.

FINANCIAL EXPRE &3
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Alaska Airlines
places its largest
aircraft order

ALASKAAIRLINES

WILL purchase
110 new Boeing

gircraft The deal

ncludes 105 737 MAX 10
|e_-.3 r_*ﬁ e 787-10 Dream-
limers l.:|.~.l:h rl ns for
i5a dl:i i 10,
Alashas |JI:|'||:.|J will
help grow its fleet frcm 13
areralt to more than 475 by
2030 and over 550 I:l\.rﬁ {55
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Airlines told to submit data on
avg fares during IndiGo chaos

MNEW DELHI: The Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation has sought
data on average domestic fares
charged by airlines in the first
half of December 2025, two offi-
cials aware of the development
confirmed to HT.

The move comes as the fair-
trade watchdog, the Competition
Commission of India (CCT), exam-
ines whether IndiGo, violated
competition norms. According to
a Reuters report, the government
has asked IndiGo, Air India, Spi-
celet and Akasa to provide the
data. IndiGo cancelled at least
5,500 flights in the first 10 days of
last month. This not only incon-
venienced passengers, but also
led toa surgein air fares. 3pw

2023 near-miss probe : DGCA
to check carriers' nav systems

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.cam

NEW DELHI: The Aircraft
Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) has asked the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) to inspect all
scheduled airlines and the air
navigation services provider
to assess their safety manage-
ment systems. The recom-
mendation follows a near-

miss involving two IndiGo
aircraft over Delhi in 2023.
In its final report on the
November 17, 2023, airprox
(air proximity) incident at
Delhi's Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport, the AAIB
said safety margins dropped
to dangerously low levels
moments after takeoff. This
triggered collision avoidance
alerts, averting a potential
major accident. SPB
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23 near-miss: DGCA to check navigation systems

Neha LM Tripathi

letters @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) has asked the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
to inspect all scheduled airlines
and the air navigation services

provider to assess their safety

management systems. The rec-
ommendation follows a near-
miss involving two [ndiGo air-
craft over Delhi in 2023,

In its final report on the Novem-
ber 17, 2023, airprox (air proxim-
ity) incident at Delhi’s Indira Gan-
dhi International Airport, the
AAIB said safety margins dropped

to dangerously low levels
moments after takeoff. This trig-
gered collision avoidance alerts,
averting a potential major acci-
dent.

Besides DGCA inspections, the
AAIB asked IndiGo to ensure cor-
rect Flight Management and Gui-
dance System (FMGS) entries,
avoid cockpit disturbances during
setup and enforce comprehensive
cross-checks during training.
FMGS is an integrated avionics
system in Airbus aircraft that
automates flight planning, naviga-
tion, and trajectory control.

Italso stressed the need to mon-
itor post-takeoft trajectories and
maintain operational discipline

THE AAIB'S ORDER
FOLLOWS A
NEAR-MISS
INVOLVING TWO
INDIGO AIRCRAFT
OVER DELHI IN 2023

during simultaneous runway
operations at busy airports such as
Delhi.

The report also noted that strict
adherence to TCAS procedures is
crucial to prevent accidents when
safety margins erode rapidly.

The incident involved IndiGo
flight 6E 2113 (Delhi-Hyderabad)

and flight 6E 2206 (Delhi-Raipur).
Both Airbus aircraft departed
within seconds of each other from
different runways after receiving
ATC clearance.

VT-IUO (6E 2113) was cleared to
depart runway 27 and follow its
Standard Instrument Departure
(5ID) —a pre-defined manoeuvre
ensuring safe climb. However, it
deviated towards the corridor of
runway 29R, from where VT-ISO
(6E 2206) had just departed and
was climbing,

This caused a serious loss of
separation. The AAIB found the
vertical gap dropped to 400 feet
and the lateral distance to 1.2 nau-
tical miles — breaching the man-

datory L000 feet and five nautical
miles required in controlled air-
space.

The breach triggered ATC alerts
and Traffic Collision Avoidance
System (TCAS) warnings in both
cockpits. The report credited the
pilots’ timely response to the TCAS
advisories —which provide com-
mands to avoid conflicting traffic
— for preventing a collision.

There were no injuries or dam-
age to the aircraft.

The bureau attributed the inci-
dent to VT-JUC's deviation from its
SID, which caused it to infringe on
the separation required from the
other aircraft in congested air-
space.
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Regulator seeks
airlinefaredata

HT Correspondent &
Agencies

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The civil aviation
regulator, the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA),
has sought data on average
domestic fares charged by air-
lines in the first half of Decem-
ber 2025, two officials aware of
the development confirmed to
HT.

The move comes as the fair
trade watchdog, the Competi-
tion Commission of India (CCI),
examines whether the country’s
largest airline, IndiGo, violated
competition norms. According
to a Reuters report, the govern-
ment has asked IndiGo, Air
India, Spicelet and Akasa to
provide the data.

IndiGo, which has a market
share of over 63%, cancelled at
least 5,500 flights in the first 10
days of last month, largely due
to crew unavailability after new
crew rest norms came into
force. This not only led to pas-
senger inconvenience but also
raised questions about India's
aviation ecosystem.

“The CCI had written to the
DGCA asking for the data. The
DGCA, hence, has written to the
airlines asking to share the data
between December 1and 15," a
senior official said.

A Reuters report, citing a gov-
ernment email dated January 1,
stated that the regulator sought
average fares on each route

operated for economy and pre-
mium economy seats.

To be sure, the DGCA also
investigated the matter and sub-
mitted its detailed report to the
civil aviation ministry. How-
ever, the government is yet to
take action based on it

Civil aviation minister K.
Ram Mohan Naidu on Sunday
said that the ministry had
sought clarifications from the
DGCA and that action against
IndiGo was expected soon. He
was speaking after landing ina
test flight at Bhogapuram air-
port.

It should be noted that while
the DGCA maintains data on
flight delays and cancellations
by individual airlines—which
carriers submit by the 10th of
every month—it does not track
air fares.

“Domestic air fares were reg-
ulated till the early 1990s and
regulation on international air
fares ended in 2004. Since then,
the regulator does not have any
record, which is why the regula-
tor may have written to the air-
lines,” a former DGCA official
said. “The CCI seeking data for
their inquiry into the matter
seems to be a good step.”

One complaint being
reviewed by the CCl accuses
IndiGo of cancelling flights and
then offering seats at much
higher prices, allegedly amount-
ing to abuse of its dominant
market position, Reuters
reported.
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IndiGo receives first
delivery of A321 XLR

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

IndiGo on Wednesday took
the delivery of first of the
40 A321 XLRs on order.
The longest narrow-bo-
dy aircraft will allow the
airline to fly further than
its current fleet of A320 air-
craft allows, though it has
started flying to four Euro-
pean destinations with
Boeing 787 aircraft bor-
rowed from Norse Atlantic
and also has Boeing 777

borrowed (or wet-leased)
from Turkish Airlines used
to fly to Istanbul.

Nine A321 XLRs will be
inducted in CY26 and de-
ployed on existing routes
such as Denpasar and ls-
tanbul. Thereafter new
routes in East Asia and Eu-
rope will be launched. In-
diGo is also required to sur-
render Turkish wet-leased
(where aircraft and crew
are leased) aircraft, which
are used to fly to Istanbul,
as per a DGCA directive.
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Govt. seeks fare data as
part of IndiGo scrutiny

Reuters
NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation has written
to airlines asking for aver-
age fares on each route
they operated on, for eco-
nomy and premium eco-
nomy seats, over the pe-
riod December  I-15,
according to a Reuters re-
view of a January 1 govern-
ment e-mail to IndiGo, Air
India, Air India Express,
SpiceJet and Akasa.

Pilot shortages at Indi-

Go, which dominates In-
dia’s aviation market with a
65% share, forced it to can-
cel about 4,500 flights last
month, stranding thou-
sands of passengers and
disrupting  air  travel
nationwide.

Fares of certain airlines
surged during the crisis,
prompting the government
to impose temporary caps.

The CCI in December
said it was proceeding
against IndiGo to assess
whether it had abused its
market position.
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IndiGo starts
receiving A321
XLR:toreplace
Turkish Boeing 777
on Istanbul flights

New Delhi: IndiGo will replace
its damp-leased wide-body
Boeing 777 aircraft on the Delhi-
Istanbul and Mumbai-Istanbul
routes with its new Airbus A321
XLR long-range narrow-body
planes that the airline began in-
dueting on Wednesday. The
lease on two Boeing 777 aircraft
that are among the planes In-
diGo has on lease from Turkish
carriers is valid only till the end
of February, and will not be ex-
tended, regulator Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
had said last month.

IndiGo’s first A321 XLR,
whichisalsoIndia's first aircraft
of the type, landed in Delhi on
Wednesday.

The airline will launch its
flights to Athens from Mumbai
and Delhi usingthis aircraft later
this month. IndiGo said that it
expects another eight planes
fromitsorderof40 A321X1 Rsto
be delivered this year, whichwill
first be deployed on existing
routes such as those to Istanbul
and Bali (Indonesia). As more
A321 X1 Rs join its fleet, the air-
line will also launch flights on
new long-haul routes to Europe
and East Asia, it said. ENS
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IndiGo is the first Indian carrier to have inducted
the long-range variant of the Airbus A3Tineo. e

IndiGo gets first
Airbus A321 XLR

omesticcarrier IndiGio on Wednesday
D received its first Adrbos AS2XLR
aircraft at the Delhi airport. and will be

deploved for non-stop services to Athens from
Dhelhi and Mumbai starting later this month

OF the total orderof 40 AS20 XLE aircrafl,
nine are expected to be delivered in 2026,

Afterits first infernational induction to
opeerat e non-stop services o Athens,
subsequent aircraft will be deploved on
existing routes such as Istanbul, Turkey, and
Dempasar, Bali, the airline said. The aircraft
that are to be inducted into the eet lterwill
enable the aidine to expand to new long-haul
routes in Europe and East Asia_ it added.

Incli€ie is the first Indian carrier tohave
inducted the long- range varant of the Airbas
A32Ineo inits feet. The next -generation
narrow-body airerafi has a range ol upio
8, 700km and enhanced fuel efficiency. PTI
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Indian aviation and telecom: A tale of two disruptions

RAJAT KATHURIA

g,

1= dean, school of humanities
and social sciences, and
professor of economics, Shiv
Madar University.

nlike Chardes Diclens Glded expres

saonr, it isn'L the best or worst of imes.

for us in India: we have seen better
and we hiveseen worse. Inspired, however,
by the tille of the celebrated work from
which these lines are taken, Lam going totoll
atale—rniot of two cities, but of two disrup
tioves, both of whisch armived on India’s scene
witha bang, promisig the consmer escape
from mediocrity and evendelivering on that
promise for a while.

This is a tale of IndiCio in avistion and
Vodafone m belecom. Both injected compe
titicn into sectors long acoustomed (o lim
ited choiee and wreven servace. For o briel
period, they expanded our access, browght
pricesdownand forced shiggish incumbents
torespand. And then, asso often happensin
India, the novelty wore off. The frms grew
large, themarket structure shifted and, most
importantly, policy became the whipping
oy for all that went wrong.

Imelitses bavmehesd in 20006 as an efficient
low-cost ailr carnier and forced a massive

tronsformution; domestic passenger traffic
grew from about 25 million in 2005-06 o
over 152 million by 2024 s obsessive forus
omlowering the cost peravailable seat kilo
metre compured Lo full service rval aidines
contributed to g decling in real airfares.
IndiGo's marked dominanoe in recent vers
has beenstagrenng: today, it controbs over
GU'% of Indias domestic market with a leet
of over 3530 atrcraft tosupport its high-fre
quency network of moutes.

Viodafone's story began ecartier. Hutchison
Maxstarted operations in 194 inwhat was
then Bombay, When UK-based Vodafone
acguired Hubch in 2007, Indizm telecom bar
ilfs were already among the lowest in the
world. Vodafone's innovations sich aslow
vialue prepaid packs drove prices steadily
down. A phone call that cost more than 116
a e 19 foll below £ by 2000, Eighi
vears later, it merged with Idea Cellular,
anoiher success, Tele-density rose from
2 3% m 1990 to nearty 86% by 2024 though
this waes aicded by the 2006 entry of a kow-cost
plaver, Belinee Jio. Vodafone was not the
largest telecom operator, but it was part of a
campetitivemarket eoquilibriom that deliv
erod the consumer sigmificant value.

Sustzining success, though, is not vasy.

And institutions often play a major role,

especially in licensed market catepories. AL
the heart of Inditio’s recent regulatory
rin-in lies asimiple question: Did the aidline
assume that regulatory orders could be
ipnored beeause enforcement would be
selective? History suggests that many busi
nesses see India ms a soft state,
Inckiz oprened tebsoom to
privaie competition in the
19905 and such was the
markot s attraction that by
that decade's end, many

The IndiGo
and Vodafone

uelwith ats ight-schedule model that redied
onmaximizing aircruft utiliz ton, Bat once
the new nonms kicked in, its system broke
down: larpe-scale flight cancellations fol
lovwed mied airfares surpred. The regulstor was
foreed to intervene with capacity cots and
fure conirob. Thiswas not iznorance of the
new rules, but possibly a
strafegic response thal
assumed accommodation
by the regulator.
Vodafone's decline 15

firms were bidding com H inseparable from [ndia’s
mercially unrealist ic sums nOSEdl?ES bﬂth policyand regubitory weilk
for licences to enter it. underﬁcure nesses b N the eeconi
When they predictably firm was called wpomn to pay
Erdlend 1o et thieir obliga regulatnry the government massive
tiomns, pressure on the reg dues on the busis oy wider
ulator to bal them out led WEERHESSES We  definitionof adpsted gross
to a EE grrund deal that < = revenues than it had been
converted fxed liconce dF@ famlllﬂr WIth operating on; so heavy was

fiors into revenie shiaring

arrargemsent with the gov

crnment. Telecom firms survived, but rema
latory credibibiby-was weabensd.

For Inditio’s current troubles, the trigger
was the regolator’s enforeement of rovissd
flight duty time limitations. These mles,
desizned Lo roduce pilod fBtigoes, had long
beernannounced. IndiGo, however, contin

the burden that YVodafone
never recovered.
Attheotherextrome sits IndiGo, which is
alleged Lo birve bet that our need foravistion
markoet stability wonld let it cormy on the way
it had been opersting. The lesson is not that
firms act opportunistically —markets
st they will—but that a state that oscil
lates between indulgence and striciness

gives up some of ils credibility as a rule
enforcer, Iblume isto be assizned. it should
boiz bsovrmaer zes mech by Bilterings businesses o
a movernmment that selectively enforces its
own rubes, since a profit-mothated business
will always opt for what suits its interests.
Palicy, therefore, s not just what translates
irtlo rubes. I wlso includes how those miles
are enforced. Repulation means mothing in
the absenoe of a mechanism o uphold i
Observe the current state of the World
Trade Organization, arules-bised orzaniza
tion that has unfortumately been stripped of
itsenforcement power by the US, renderning
il toothless as 2 body.

Meanwhile, the frailty of Indian policy is
om full display. Vodafone isnow half owned
by the government, while IndiCo is so sys
tesmically important that the Centre cannol
ket it il evenif it remains private.

1 alll this sounds Gmibiir, i is because we
have seen versions of it before: liberalization
opens the door, private enterprise roshesin,
competition fourishesand then murket con
centrtion, ronically often as a result of
rivalry, creates new fragilities. Markets, as |
wrnte carlier for M, need boundaries: they
rarely set limits on their cwmn, In that sense,
muarket self- regulation is a myth propounded
by aligarchies in their self- interost.
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IndiGo flight disruptions:
CCI seeks info from airline

Commission also seeks information from DGCA

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Competition
Commission has sought infor-
mation from IndiGo as well
as aviation n.-gu] ator DGCA
in order to assess whether
the country’s largest airline
indulged in unfair business
practices against the backd.rup
of massive flight caneella-
tions last month, according to
sources,

In early December, IndiGa,
the country’s largest airline
with a domestic market share
of over 63 per cent, faced opera-
tional disruptions that resulted
in Hmuh.mci,s of flights getting
cancelled before the situation

normalised.

The Directorate General of

Civil Aviation (DGCA) cur-
tailed the airline’s winter sched-
tile by 10 per cent, and its |:|m|:r|.'
inte the disruptions has been
cum}'l]:i:d, while the Compe-
tition Commission of India
(CCI) had also taken cogni-
sance of the situation.

The sources on Wednesday

| REPEESERTATIVE HIC |

said the regulator has sent cer-
tain queries to IndiGo to gather
more information as it looks
into the business practices of
the atrline. Besides, information
has been sought from DGCA,
'Lnr_'[u-rli.ng on airfares, to have a
better understanding of the sec-
tor before deciding on the next
course of action, they added.

CCI keeps a tab on unfair
competition in the market-
place, and as a first step, makes
a prima facie assessment of a
case. If there is a prima facie
conclusion that the entity con-
cerneid has violated competi-
Hon norms, then the regulator
orders a detailed probe by its
Director General (DG).

At present, in the case of

IndiGo, the anti-trust watch-
dog is assessing whether there
13 pru'n,n facie evidence of anti-
competitive practices.

CCI will be mainly luuk:'ng
at whether the airline abused
its dominant position, \«'i.ula'li.ng
the competition norms.

On December 18, CCI, in
a release, said it has taken oog-
nigance of the information filed
against IndiGo in the context
of the recent llight disruptions
witnessed in the aviation sector
HCTOSS various roules.

“Based on the initial assess-
ment, the Commission has
decided to proceed further in
the matter in accordance with
the provisions of the Competi-
ton Act, 2002, it had said.
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AAIB recommends inspection of
airlines’ safety mgmt systems

NEW DELHI: Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau
(AAIB), in a probe report into
an airprox incident invalving
two IndiGo planes, has recom-
mended that aviation regulator
DGCA carry out an inspec-
tion to asess the effectiveness
of airlines safety management
systems.

In its 35-page final investi-
gation repart into the incident
that happened in the Delh air-
space on November 17, 2023,
the probe agency said that
non-adherence to the Standard
Operating Procedures (SOP)
by the crew of one of the flights
was one of the probable rea-
sons for the incident, while the
airlines failure to take timely
action despite repeated SID-
related occurences prior o the
particular incident was a con-
tributing factor.

Grm:ﬁll}'. alrprox refers to
two atreraft coming closer than
the permitted distance between
them, and Standard Instrument
Departure Route (51D per-

The recommendation
came in AAIB’s
probe report into
an 2023 airprox
incident involving
two IndiGo planes

tains to the route that an air-
craft takes [rom the take-off to
the enroute P]'ldbl:

IndiGos A321 aireraf
operating  flight 1GO2113
from Delhi to Hyderabad and
A320 plane operating the flight
1GO2206 from Delhi to Raipur
were involved in the serious
airprox incdent.

Apart from non-adherence
1o SOP by the crew of IGO21 13
during cockpit preparation and
failure 1o update the SID when
it was pnn'i.dr\r_l. AATR cited
inadequate measures taken to
minimise disturbances during
cockpit preparation, failure 1o
cross-vertly the SID informa-

tion during the TPC (Threats-
Plan-Considerations) brit]lng.
and the lack of monitoring
during the climb as probable
calses.

Making various recom-
mendations in the final report,
AATB has gaid the Director-
ate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA)Y may carry out a
one-lime inspection (o assess
the effectiveness of the safety
management system of all the
scheduled operators and air
navigation service provider
as well as reiterate the rules
o ensure compliance with
prompt reporting of manda-
Lory occurrences without lail.

The recommendations also
come in the context of AAIBS
detailed examination of the
occurrence data provided by
the Adrports Authority of India
{AAL, which indicated six pre-
vious SID-deviation events
tnvolving IndGo aireraft that
had happened within a four-
month period from August
2023 1o November 2023, AGENOES
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DGCA asks airlines to
submit details of fares
charged last month

5 LALITHA @ New Dethi

THE Aviation regulator, Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA). has asked major
airlines in India to submit de-
tails on the fares they have
charged for different sectors in
December last vear

The Civil Aviation Ministry
had impeosed a cap on all air-
fares last month, which still re-
mains in force,

A senior airline executive
confirmed to this newspaper
the receipt of such a directive
from the regulator. The order
iszued recently has asked [ndi-
Go, Spicejet, Akasa Alrand Air
India to submit the average fare
charged by them on differ-

ent sectors from Decem- g8 0

a senior official of the Civil
Aviation Ministry said.

The AirSewa platform, the
redressal mechanism for flvers
by the Civil Aviation Ministry,
had received 14,002 complaints

in December on various is-
a.  sues. A significant

ber 1 to 15. i [-._“; o\ number of them per-
The regulator's order e tain to fare hikes. The

is in light of exhor- 5.5
bitant farechargedbya Sy

few airlines during and

in the aftermath of the In-
diGo operation disruption from
December 1 to 9.

The Ministry had on Decem-
ber 6 issued a directive capping
air fare charges and came out
with this maximum permissi-
ble rate chart - ¥7.500 for up to
500 km; 12,000 for 500-1,000 km;
15,000 for 1,000-1,500 km and
T18.000 for over 1,500 kim.

“This order on fare cap con-
tinues to be imposed even now,”

portal received 3,206
grievances from De-
cember 3 to 9 alone, the
Ministry said in a state-
ment earlier A few airlines spo-
ken to refused to comment on
the order:

Though a cap was imposed
last month, Civil Aviation Min-
ister K Ram Mohan Naidu had
told the Lok Sabha that the gov-
ernment cannot impose fare
caps for an entire year, citing
geasonal fluctuations in de-
mand and operational realities
of the aviation sector
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IndiGo takes delivery of country’s
first Airbus A321XLR at Delhi Airport

ARSHAD KHAN @ Mew Delhi

INDIGO has become the first
Indian airline to induct an
Adrbus AFZIXLR aireraft in its
flest as the long-range variant
of the Airbus A32Ineo arrived
at Indira Gandhi International
Airport, Delhi, on Wednesday
morning.

The aircraft will be deploved
on the airline’s upcoming non-
stop services connecting Mum-
bai to Athens from January 23,
2026, and Delhi to Athens from
January 24, 2026, operating
thrice weekly on both routes,

Of the total order of 40
ARIXLR aircraft, nine are like-
Iy to be delivered in calendar
vear 2026. After its first inter-
national induction to operate
non-stop services to Athens,
subsequent aircraft will be de-
ployed on existing routes such
as [stanbul, Turkev and Den-
pasar, Bali. Thereafter deliver-
ies will enable IndiGo to expand
to new long-haul routes in Eu-

rope and East Asia.

Pieter Elbers, Chief Execu-
tive Officer, IndiGo said that
this is an important milestone
as we prepare to redefine long-
haul travel for India. “The
advanced capabilities of
this aircraft enable us to
reach newer reglons
across the globe and
further strengthen In-
dia's position as a key
player in international
aviation. This reinforces our
commitment to giving wings to
the nation by connecting it to
the world.”

The Airbus A321XLR, with

its 8,700 km range and superior

fuel efficiency, marks a key ad-

dition to IndiGo's fleet as

India's largest airline eves ex-

pansion into long-haul interna-

tional routes.

Jiirgen Westermeier,

President & MD, Airbus

India and South Asia

said that by openingup

mid-to-long-haul routes

that were previously

unreachable by single-

aisle aircraft, this delivery

serves as a catalyst for IndiGo's

international growth while sig-

nificantly enhancing India's
global connectivity

& JANUARY 2026



AIRF‘UR SAUT HOH!T\’ OF iNLﬂA

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVBHARAT TIMES DELHI 2 JANUARY 2026

IndiGo A fe@rE
A321 XLR &l eld

FHAR 1 30 7Y 3R &R e
A321 XLR P TR wew fawd |
5 W T TEel TIREE 321
xR e S ad gl
ST & o =R R
O T R | et v
R s cceRdiEm I m
TR A S Al sd ™

TET T E | g R A Ea g
8700 KM U@ M i 38 Smal
2 | 7 o Slom A 8 139
i 3 Al a2 |




AIRPUHISAUIH HITY OF lNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEER

DELHI

& JANUARY 2026

DGCA chief inaugurates Garuda Aerospace Drone Battery manufacturing facility

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Chennai

In a major boost to India's
indigenous drone manufac-
turing ecosystem, Faiz Ahmed
Kidwai, Director General of
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), inaugu-
rated a new drone battery
manufacturing facility set up
by Garuda Aerospace in
Chennai. The facility was
unveiled during Bharat Drone
Udaan, an industry event
organised by the Bharat
Drone Association at Garuda
Aerospace's operations
centre.

The inauguration comes
shortly after Garuda
Aerospace launched its
defence drone manufacturing
unit, marking another signif-

icant milestone in the
company’s expansion. Backed
by former Indian cricket
captain MS Dhoni, the startup
continues to strengthen its
position as a key player in
India’s rapidly evolving drone
sector, with a focus on domes-
tic manufacturing and self-
reliance.

During the visit, Kidwai
also inaugurated a newly
developed Academic Block at
Garuda Aerospace’s DGCA-
approved Remote Pilot
Training Organisation (RPTO).
The expanded academic
infrastructure is expected to
increase training capacity
and improve curriculum
delivery, catering to the
growing demand for certi-
fied drone pilots across
sectors such as agriculture,

defence, infrastructure, dis-
aster response, and logistics.

The DGCA chief also
released the Garuda Bharat
Drone Udaan Impact Book,
a publication that docu-
ments Garuda Aerospace’s

growth journey, techno-
logical milestones, and
real-world applications of
drone technology across
rural and industrial India.
The book highlights innov-
ative use cases, successful

case studies, and the
company’s role in promot-
ing responsible drone
adoption and ecosystem
development under the
Make in India initiative.
Speaking at the event,
Agnishwar Jayaprakash,
Founder and Director of
Garuda Aerospace, said the
company's evolution reflects
the impact of progressive
government policies. “From
our beginnings in agricultur-
al technology a decade ago,
we have grown into India's
largest drone company,
having manufactured more
than 3,000 drones and
trained over 2,500 pilots.
We were the first to receive
DGCA approvals for both
manufacturing and training,
and our clients were the

first to benefit from AlF-
backed drone loans,” he said.
J]ayaprakash added that
initiatives such as the SMAM
drone subsidy scheme,
Production Linked Incentive
(PLl) program, and govern-
ment-led efforts to empower
women's self-help groups
with agricultural drones have
played a crucial role in scaling
the industry. “Our growth
would not have been possible
without consistent regulato-
ry support from the DGCA and
the Ministry. We remain com-
mitted to local manufacturing
and positioning India as a
global drone hub,” he noted.
Addressing the gathering,
DGCA Kidwai praised Garuda
Aerospace for its wide-
ranging drone portfolio and
focus on indigenisation.
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Regulatory drift in IndiGo case sets a dangerous precedent

RAJNEESH KAPUR

The year 2025 will be remembered
as one of the darkest chapters for
Indian civil aviation. The fatal Air
India accident on one hand and
IndiGo's Flight Duty Time
Limitations (FDTL) crisis on the
other have together dented India's
hard-earned reputation in global
aviation. At the heart of this slide
lies not just corporate misjudg-
ment, but a troubling pattern of
delayed, diluted and selectively
tough enforcement by the
Government and the regulator.

The slow, half-hearted response
to the FDTL fiasco handed IndiGo
extra time, narrative control and
negotiating space it did not
deserve, while sending a wider
signal to the market that proxim-
ity and influence can soften even
the gravest of violations.

The new FDTL framework noti-
fied by the Ministry of Civil
Aviation and implemented by the
aviation regulator was no
overnight surprise. lts effective
date, intent and broad contours
were known well in advance,
and airlines were expected to
recalibrate hiring, crew rostering
and scheduling to comply.

Yet IndiGo entered the crucial
winter schedule without ade-
quate pilots or robust rosters,
and the regulator failed to subject
its schedules to a realistic stress
test of FOTL compliance.

When the crunch came in
November and December, thou-
sands of flights were delayed or
cancelled, passengers were
stranded across the network, and
yet the immediate regulatory
reaction was confined to special
audits, inspections and opera-
tional relaxations instead of swift
punitive action.

This hesitation delivered two

very tangible benefits to IndiGo.

First, no major penalties, slot
curbs or flight restrictions were
imposed at the peak of public
outrage; by the time any tougher
language appeared, tempers had
cooled, and the airline had already
begun its recovery.

Second, the official discourse
revolved around "recovery
roadmaps”, "special audits™ and
"enhanced monitoring”, signalling
that the crisis would ultimately be
managed through negotiations
and improvement plans, not
through decisive blows to the
airline’s licence, slots or expansion
ambitions. In effect, the focus
shifted from accountability to
damage control.

The FDTL issue did not explode
in a vacuum. Pilot bodies, safety
experts and industry observers
had warned during the rule-
making stage that failure to hire
and redesign rosters in time
would raise fatigue levels and
increase the risk of operational
collapse. The regulator's respon-
sibility was never limited to draft-
ing rules and issuing circulars; it
was equally responsible for ensur-
ing a smooth, time-bound transi-
tion, especially for the country's
largest airline, whose failure can
rattle the entire domestic system.

Nevertheless, IndiGo’s winter
schedule was cleared without a
rigorous assessment of whether
its manpower and rostering
systems could actually sustain
the stricter FDTL regime.

Complaints of broken rosters,
crew exhaustion and mounting
delays surfaced weeks before the
situation spiralled, but enforce-
ment escalated far too slowly
from mere reminders and warn-
ings to anything resembling deter-
rent action.

Crucially. this is not an isolated

episode. The script has become
familiar: notices are issued, strong
words like "raken serious note”
and "under close watch” are
deployed, but the corporate deci-
sion-makers responsible for sys-
temic failures rarely face exem-
plary penalties. When a system
responds this way again and again,
the message to operators is unam-
biguous you can stretch rules,
trigger a crisis, and then rely on
negotiations, lobbying and public
relations to dilute the fallout. A
culture of “manage now, pay
lightly later” inevitably takes root.

Set this against the way the reg-
ulator and the Ministry have acted
in relatively minor or limited-

impact cases, and the contrast is
stark. Air India has been fined
hefty amounts for operating a
flight with a first officer whose
recency reguirements were not
fully met, with additional discipli-
nary orders against rostering offi-
cials. It has paid repeated penal-
ties for deficiencies in wheel-
chair assistance and for gaps in
low-visibility training, along with
suspensions of crew and other
corrective directives.

Even a largely technical viola-
tion, such as painting a specific
external livery on a Boeing aircraft
without prior clearance, invited a
significant monetary penalty, later
showcased in Parliament as an

Py An]

example of strict enforcement.

Yet when it comes ta the FDTL
crisis at IndiGo, a far more conse-
quential event that disrupted the
travel, time, health and financial
interests of thousands of passen-
gers across the country, the
response so far has largely
revolved around audits, warn-
ings, threats of future action and
negotiated recovery plans.

The distinction could not be
dearer; visible toughness for small
or procedural infractions, softness
and patience when the violation
is deep, systemic and attributable
to the strategic choices of a dom-
inant player.

Both the Ministry and the reg-

ulator frequently cite statistics to
claim an active enforcement
regime — hundreds of actions
every year, ranging fromwamings
and suspensions to fines and can-
cellations. But between what is
recorded on paper and what
creates a genuine deterrent, there
lies a large execution gap.

Many of these actions are clus-
tered around minor lapses, lower-
level staff or mid-tier officials,
while cases that would hurt top
management or alter boardroom
risk calculations remain rare.

Over the years, airlines have
repeatedly received stern advi-
sories that any future violation will
invite “strict action™ or even
licence suspension, yet real
licence-level penalties after major
crises are few and far between.

The IndiGo episode fits this
pattern. At the political level,
tough soundbites have been plen-
tiful — vows to set such an
example that no airline would
dare repeat these mistakes. On
the ground, however, the
response has largely been limited
to show-cause notices, review
meetings, process-improvement
commitments and assurances of
closer monitoring.

The gap between rhetoric and
reality has once again been laid
bare: severe language, lenient
consequences. For an industry
that is capital-intensive, highly reg-
ulated and structurally prone to
safety risks, such inconsistency is
more than a governance flaw; it
is an invitation to complacency.

If aviation rules are truly about
maore than the number of hours in
a pilot’s logbook — if they are
about passenger rights, public
safety and orderly markets —
then selective toughness will not
suffice, Large operational failures
such as the FDTL breakdown,

widespread crew fatigue or delib-
erate scheduling games must
trigger direct accountability at the
top — including steep fines, slot
reductions, and temporary freezes
on new route approvals.

Wamings and natices should be
treated as the starting point, not
the end point, of enforcement
Once a systemic failure is estab-
lished, a graded penalty frame-
work with automatic, time-bound
sanctions should kick in, reducing
the scope for political discretion
or behind-the-scenes lobbying.

The Ministry must also look
inward. When rules that were
known a year in advance crumble
at the point of implementation,
the blame cannot rest solely with
the airline.

The architecture that was
designed, cleared and oversaw
those rules must be scrutinised,
and internal responsibility fixed.
Without this, every large failure
becomes an opportunity for
statements rather than structur-
al reform.

The IndiGo crisls and the FDTL

have made one thing
abundantly clear: regulatory
inertia and governmental lenien-
cy do not merely shield a single
private carrier; they send a corro-
sive signal to the entire industry
that size and influence can immu-
nise even serious breaches.

If this pattern is not broken, the
next disaster or meltdown will
again be pinned on pilots, crew
and frontline staff, while the real
culprits — boardrooms that treat
rules as adjustable and institu-
tions that refuse to enforce them
— escape unscathed. That would
not just be unjust; it would be
a conscious refusal to confront
the truth.

(The author is a senior journallst)
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One-year-old
boy dies on

Air India flight
after emergency
landing:

Bhopal: A one-year-old boy
died on an Air India Qight
from Jaipur to Bengaluru,
even as the aircraft made a
medical emergency landing
at Indore airport on Tuesday
evening. Acconding to
officials, the incident
occurred on Air India flight
[X1240, which took off from
Jaipur at 5.30 p.m. and was
scheduled toreach
Bengaluru later that night.
During the joumey, the pilot
requested a medical
emergency landing at
Indore. The flight landed at
Indore airport at armund
Spm. A team of doctors
attended to the child,
identified as Mohammad
Abraar. Officials said the
child experdenced severe
breathing problems during
the flight. After landing at
Indore, he was rushed toa
hospital, where doctors
dedared him brought dead.

The Statesman &3
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Stuck in Nagpur for 6 yrs, Al
Boeing-777 turns ‘strip store’

Had Landed For
Mandatory
30-Day Overhaul

Shishir.Arya
@timesofindia.com

Nagpur: An Air India Boe-
ing-777 that landed at a Nag-
pur maintenance unit for a
mandatory 30-day overhaul
nearly six vears ago has re-
mained grounded ever since,
stripped off its parts for
other aircraft and still wai-
ting in the wings.

If ripoffs are common at
neighbourhood car works-
hops, this was exactly what
was done with the plane at
the Maintenance Repair and
Overhaul (MRO) depot, whe-
reitarrived in Feb2020.

A part was taken off from
this aircraft to fit into anot-
her plane, hoping it would be
replaced with a new one so-

A part was taken off this aircraft for another plane, hl:lpln it would be

replaced with a new one. Gradually it was stripped of more parts

on. And gradually it was
stripped of more parts and
the aircraft lay grounded at
AIESL's (Alr India Enginee-
ring Services Ltd) MRO de-
potatMihan-SEZ here. Earli-
er, AIESL was part of Air In-
dia, which the Tata Group to-
ok over from the central
government in 2022,

It all began with a quick-
fix idea for another Boe-
ing-777, which landed at the
same time for a phase check
that has a shorter turnaro-
und. MROengineerstook out

a part from the first Boeing,
which has a call sign of VT-
ALL, and inserted it into the
other plane, sources said.
And then the Boeing became
astripstorefor spare parts. It
takes around 30 days for an
MRO to complete the C check
mandated for the Boeing, but
here it has been stuck for
half-a-decade.

1t was hoped the fresh
spare would be arranged so-
on, but calculations misfi-
red. The plane cannot fly
back until an airworthiness

release certificate (ARC) is
issued. The delay, which was
expected not to go bevond da-
vs, continued for months,
then vears, Aireraft after air-
craft flew away with some
part or other taken off from
VT-ALL, the sources said.

This exposes problems in
inventory management. It's
not normal to pluck out a
crucial spare from one air-
craft and use it in another,
the sources said. Cannibali-
sing the aircraft did not mat-
ter so far as both AIESL and
Air India were part of the
same group. The plane’s
overhaul gained speed after
Tata Group took over. Howe-
ver, the flyout dates were ex-
tended at least three times
Nov 2025, Dec 2025, and then
Jan 2026.

Work continues now on
the Boeing's fuel tank, the so-
urces said. AIESL manage-
ment did not respond to TO-
I's queries. Later, an official
passed the buck to Air India.
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In a first, Adani, Embraer
tie up to build commercial
fixed-wing planes in India

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: India will soon jo-
in a select group of nations
that have a final assembly line
(FAL) for commercial fixed-
wing aircraft. The Adani Gro-
up has tied up with Brazil's
Embraer to make in India the
latter’s popular regional jets,
which are operated on short-to
medium-haul routes with sea-
ting capacity ranging from 70
o146 passengers,

Last month, Adani Aero-
space signed an MolU with Em-
braer in Brazil for the FAL, in
the biggest boost for PM Modi's
make-in-India programme in
the aviation space. The two
groups did not comment onthe
story Details such as the site
and investment for the propo-

ASSEMBLY LINES
» Airbus setting up 2 FALs in
India with Tatas for military
transport aircraft (C295) and
H1325 civilian helicopters
» Embraer, Mahindra
have tied up to build C-390
Millennium (1AF) in India
» Airbus FALs in France, US,
Germany, China, and Canada

» Boeing FALs in US, China
» Embraer FALs in Brazil
and US; Bombardier FALs in
Canada, US

sed FAL and when it will get
operational are not yet known.
A formal announcement is ex-
pected later this month at the
Hyderabad air show

» Govt mulls sops, P 19

Govt mulls sops for aircraft orders

1ST FINAL ASSEMBLY LINE IN INDIA

» Star Air uses Embraer and
is likely to order more of
these regional jets

FFromP1

1%@15_: the world’s fastest
growing aviation mar-
ket with over 1,800 pla-
nes on order from airlines,
including Air India group,
IndiGo and Akasa, govt has
been keen that global aero-
space majors set up final as-
sembly lines (FALs) for com-
mercial aireraft inIndia.
With Embraer taking
the lead, govt is looking at
ways to incentivise custo-
mers who order from Indi-
a's first major commercial
aircraft FAL. Its success
and the presence of an eco-
system for assembling com-
mercial planes, govt feels,
will nudge the bhig two
Airbus and Boeing — to fol-
low suit instead of just fo-
cussing on increasing their
sourcing from the country.
“Several thingsare under
consideration, including fi-
scal incentives for those or-
dering from this FAL. Like

> Embraer has nearly 50 aircraft
of 11 types in India currently

> With no Airbus and Boeing
single-aisle airplanes available
for delivery till aimost the middie
of next decade for fresh orders
placed now, some startups in
India are planning to launch
operations with Embraer

any new programme, the
idea is to give incentives on a
reducing basis as the orders
grow, say, after every 50 or-
ders placed,” saidan official.

Embraer has a footprint
with nearly 50 aireraft of 11
types inIndia, covering com-
mercial, defence, and busi-
ness aviation.

At present, in the com-
mercial airline space, Star
Air uses Embraer and is lik-
ely to order more of these re-
gional jets. With no Airbus
and Boeing single-aisle air
craft available for delivery

till almost the middle of next
decade for fresh orders pla-
ced now, some startups in In-
dia are planning to launch
operations with Embraer.
“There is a vast market
for our capacity aireraft that
ranges from 80 to 146 seaters.
We believe India will require
500 such alrcraft in the next
20 years,” Raul Villaron, Em-
braersenior VP had said.
Gautam Sahni, MD of
Subha Aviation and leading
Indian charter operator for
two decades, has sought govt
nod for operator's permit.

Sahni is said to be in talks
with Embraer;

“l am awaiting clearance
from govtand can't comment
any further But it's a fact
thatthe Indianregional avia-
tion market is gearing up for
massive growth thanks to
new airports opening in tier
I1 and IIT cities and the focus
on the subsidised Udan sche-
me. Delthi and Mumbai get-
ting secondary airports each
will boost regional flights
connectivity from these two
mega urban centres,” said
Sahni, who plans to have
his base in the upcoming No-
ida Airport.

Last June, Embraer had
told TOI it would increase so-
urcing and could even set up
an FAL based on getting size-
able orders from India. It al-
ready has a fully owned Indi-
ansubsidiary toscout for bu-
siness opportunities across
defence, commercial avia-
tion, business aviation, ser-
vices & support space here,



	DC-HYD-7 JAN.jpg
	SB-LUC-7 JAN.JPG
	AA DL 08JAN2026.jpg
	AU DL 08JAN2026.JPG
	BS DL 8JAN2026.jpg
	BS DL 8JAN2026A.jpg
	DB DL 08JAN2026.JPG
	DBU DL 08JAN2026.JPG
	DJ-KAN-7 JAN.JPG
	ET DL 8JAN2026.JPG
	ET DL 8JAN2026A.JPG
	FE DL 8JAN2026.JPG
	FE DL 8JAN2026A.jpg
	FE DL 8JAN2026B.JPG
	HH DL 08JAN2026.JPG
	HH DL 08JAN2026A.JPG
	HH DL 08JAN2026B.JPG
	HT-ND-8 JAN.JPG
	HT-ND-8 JAN-A.JPG
	HT-ND-8 JAN-B.JPG
	HU-ND-8 JAN.JPG
	HU-ND-8 JAN-A.JPG
	IE-ND-8 JAN.JPG
	MINT DL 8JAN2026.jpg
	MINT DL 8JAN2026A.JPG
	MINT DL 8JAN2026B.JPG
	MP DL 08JAN2026.JPG
	MP DL 08JAN2026A.JPG
	MS DL 08JAN2026.jpg
	MS DL 08JAN2026A.JPG
	NBT DL 08JAN2026.JPG
	PIO-ND-8 JAN.JPG
	PIO-ND-8 JAN-A.JPG
	ST DL 08JAN2026.jpg
	TOI-MUM-7 JAN.JPG
	TOI-ND-8 JAN.jpg

