AIF?F'L)H 'S ALI 1 HUP#T‘;’ I'Jf- iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ASIAN AGE DELHI 6 DECEMBER 2024

Minister: 6 airports leased
out via lransparent process

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 5

Civil aviation minister K.
Rammohan Naldu on
Thursday told
Parliament that six air-
ports were leased out to
the Adani Group through
a thorough, competitive
and transparent process.

He was replying to
Trinamul Congress
leader Saugata Roy dur-
ing the Question Hour in
the Lok Sabha.

State-owned Ailrports
Authority of India (AAI)
has leased out six air-
ports —  Lucknow,
Ahmedabad, Mangaluru,
Jaipur, Guwahati and
Thiruvananthapuram —
to the Adani Group.

While mentioning the
leasing out of these air-
ports, Mr Roy said that
the Niti Aavog and the
department of economic
affairs (DEA) were of the
view that two airports
should not be given to the
same entity.

BJP MP Ravi Kishan walks b:f as Opposition MPs stage
a protest during the Winter Session of Parliament in

New Delhi on Thursday.

Mr Naidu, however, said
there was no fact in the
member’s statement.

These are wild allega-
tions and an empowered
group of secretaries,
headed by the Niti Aayog
CEO, where the DEA sec-
retary was also a member,
was constituted, he said.

A tho process was
followed for the leasing
out of the airports, he
sald, adding when they

= PTi

(Niti Aayog CEO, DEA
secretary) were members
of the group, where does
the point arise that they
had opposed the same.

"A thorough, competi-
tive, transparent process
was done for leasing out
of these alrports.
Whatever the (TMC)
member is saving is a
wild allegation... There is
no fact in all of that,” Mr
Naidu said.
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Six airports to
Adani: Wild
allegation by
TMC, says min

WEW DELHI
Civil Awviation Minister K
Rammohan  Naidu on
Thursday said six airports
were leased out to the Adani
group thmough a thorough,
competitive and transparent
process. State-owned Airports
Authority of India (AAL) has
leased out six airports —
Lucknow, Ahmedabad,
Mangalury, Jaipur, Guawahati
and Thirwananthapuram —
to the Adani group.

While mentioning about
the leasing out of these air-
ports, Trinamool Congress
leader Saugata Roy said in the
Lok Sabha that NIT1 Aayog
and the Department of
Economic Affairs (DEA) were
of the view that two airports
should not be given to the
same entity. Naidu, however,
said there was no fact in the
member’s smtement

These are wild allegations
and an empowered group of
secretaries, headed by NITI
Aayog CEQ, where DEA secre-
tary was also a member, was
constituted, he said.

A thorough process was fol-
lowed for the leasing out of the
afrports, he said, adding when
they were members of the
group, where does the point
arise that they had opposed
the same. “A thorough, com-
petitive, transparent process
was done for leasing out of
these airports. Whatever the
(TMC) member is saying is a
wild allegation..there is no
fact in all of that,” Naidu said.
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Fairfax ups
stake in BIAL

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai: Prem Watsa:led
Fairfax India Holdings Cor-
poration is acquiring an addi-
tional 10 per cent aquity inter-
est in Bangalore International
Alrport Lid (BIAL) from Sie-
mens Project Ventures GmbH,
part of Siemens Financial Ser-
vices.

The transaction which
comes at a value of $255 mil.
lion will result in Fairfax In-
dia’s equity interest rising o
74 per cent firom 64 per cent in
BIAL.

Of this, 30.4 per cent will be
held by its wholly-owned sub-
sidiary and 43.6 per cent will
continue to be with its arm An-
chorage Infrastructure Invest-
ments Holdings Lid,

A press statement from
Fairfax India sald the equity
Interest in BIAL owned by the
Indian state promoters, Alr-
ports Authaority of India (AAI
and Karnataka State lndustri-
al and Infrastructure Devel-
opment Corporation, Lid will
remain unchanged at 13 per
cent each.

The transaction is expect-
&d to close in the first quarter
of 2025, upon which the addi-
tional 10 per cent equity inter-
est in BIAL will be acquired by
Fairfax India,

Fairfax India added that
the purchase price will be pay-
able in three instalments, with
the initial instalment to be
paid on the closing date in the
first quarter of the next calen-
dar year. The second and third
instalments are to be paid on
or around August 31, 2025 and
July 31, 2026, respectively.

The transaction is subject
to approval by Fairfax India's
shareholders in accordance
with the terms of the compa-
ny's by-laws, third party con-
sents and other customary
closing conditions.
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Hassan airport to be operational
by April 2025, says Centre

Parl passes hill to replace
aircraft law passed 90 yrs ago

b

NEW DELHI, DHNS

The long awaited airport
atHassanwill be realised
by April 2025, K Rammo-
han Naidu, Union Minister of
Civil Aviation, said here on
Thursday, as the Parliament
passed the Bharatiya Vayuyan
Vidheyak, 2024, toreplace the
existing aircraft law that was
passed 90 yearsago.

“Over 60% of the Hassan
airport has been physically
completed, whereas financial-
ly 56.5% progress was made.
April2025isthe projected date

completion for the airport,”
Naidu said, while responding
to the debates on the bill that
will replace the Aircraft Act of
1936.

Specificreference

The minister made a specific
reference toformer primemin-
ister H D Deve Gowda, whowas
present in the Rajya Sabha all
along, and participated in the
debate.

“The airport will not only
benefit farmers but also facili-
tate tourism. Shravanabelago-
la, Belur and Halebeedu are

internationally renowned,and
anairport in Hassan will bring
more foreign tourists while
also aiding farmers in export-
ing their produce,” Gowda said.

Project’s history

The nonagenarian former
prime minister recounted the
project’s history noting that
it was sanctioned during his
tenure as the chief minister of
Karnataka.

“At that time, the present
Kempegowda International
Airportwas cleared by the then
Prime Minister P V Narasim-
ha Rao and then Civil Aviation
Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad,
but it was designated only for
cargo. When [ became the
prime minister, the Kempe-
gowda airport was cleared
for passenger use, and I also
cleared the Hassan airport
project,”he said.

“Unfortunately, despite

several governments coming
and going, the Hassan airport
project has not taken off,” he
lamented.

In his reply, Naidu said,
“Your dream of having a very
good airport at Hassan, cater-
ing tothe demands of the farm-
ers, will be a reality as early as
possible.”

Advanced air

mobility systems

The minister said the govern-
ment was making rules for
advanced air mobility systems
thatcan take-offandland verti-
cally. Such vehicles will be able
to ferry people from airport to
cities sothat people don't have
to spend hours on the road
stuck in traffic jams.

“The rules being framed by
the Ministry will take care of
the verti-pods needed by these
vehicles and their airworthi-
ness. When the industry says

they are ready with the vehi-
cles, we will be ready with the
rules,” he said.

Ontheskyrocketing airfare,
the ministersaid while the gov-
ernment was committed toim-
prove accessibility and would
take steps in this regard, but
the biggest chunk of the fare
went to fuel prices and states
controlled the VAT on fuel
prices.

Voice vote

The Bharatiya Vayuyan Vid-
heyak 2024 was passed in the
Rajya Sabha by a voice vote.
It was earlier approved by the
Lok Sabha on August 9. The
bill seeks to remove redun-
dancies and replace the Air-
craft Act,1934, whichhasbeen
amended 21 times, prompting
the Uniongovernment tobring
out a new legislation for the
ease of doing business and ex-
panding the aviation business.
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Cyclone Fengal exposes poor standards in Chennai airport, pilot proficiency

Capt. A. Ranganathan

Weather system Fengal has
exposed the Achilles heel
of the Indian civil aviation
system. On the night of No-
vember 29, Indigo flight 6E
5048, arriving from Mum-
bai around 8 p.m. at the
Chennai airport, wobbled
quite a bit on approach
and floated over the run-
way for more than 4,000
feet before going around
and making another ap-
proach to land. Because it
was night, no one had ta-
ken a video to expose the
incident on social media.
On November 30, 2024,
another Indigo flight, 6E
683, coming in for a land-
ing at Chennai, appeared
fully out of control,
touched down momentari-
ly, and went around with
its wing dropping sharply
to the left. It managed to
climb out, made another
approach, and landed safe-
ly. A social media post
showing the video of the
incident went viral and as
expected, the airline is-
sued a statement, saying:

“Our pilots are extensively
trained to handle such sit-
uations with utmost pro-
fessionalism!”

Both flights landed safe-
ly, but did their first ap-
proach and go-around sa-
tisfy safety norms? Anyone
who has seen the viral vi-
deo would have observed
the poor handling of the
flight by the pilot, laying
bare the shoddy training
standards of the airline.
Was the crew lacking in ex-
perience or were they af-
fected by fatigue and
stress?

Manual flying skills
More than 15 years ago, in-
ternational safety organisa-
tions identified lack of ma-
nual flying skills as a major
factor in air accidents. We
read about tail strikes and
hard/rough landings regu-
larly. Indigo has a policy of
maximum use of automa-
tion and the two aforemen-
tioned events in Chennai
reflect this lack of manual
flying skills.

All modern jet aircraft
are fitted with Digital Flight

On November 30, an Indigo flight coming in to land at Chennai
appeared out of control, touched down briefly, and went around
with its wing dropping sharply to the left. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Data Recorders that record
several hundred parame-
ters. Flight control inputs
are recorded; the data are
downloaded regularly and
the flight safety depart-
ments of airlines are to
analyse the data, identify
the trends, and recom-
mend corrections to pilots.
The idea is to prevent acci-
dents due to habits that de-
velop when wrong inputs
are made on a regular ba-
sis. It appears that trend
analysis is not done dili-
gently. Airlines’ Flight Op-
erations Quality Assurance
(FOQA) programmes need

proactive identification to
recognise the threats.

The runway surround-
ings of the Chennai airport
were flooded at the time of
the incident. During heavy
rain, the water depth
would have been more
than 3 mm and the runway
condition will come under
the Contaminated Catego-
ry. In contaminated condi-
tions, the landing distance
required is more than
325% of the dry runway re-
quirement (source: Flight
Safety Foundation ALAR
toolkit data). Do airlines
comply with this, though

they all claim safety is pa-
ramount? When we filmed
several landings and take-
offs in heavy rain from
close range using high-
speed, high-definition
cameras, it was noticed
that the water depth was
more than 50 mm. But the
runway condition reported
to pilots only mentions
‘wet’, which requires just a
factor of 1.95%.

On October 30, the taxi
tracks at Chennai were
closed due to flooding be-
fore they finally shut the
airport down stating “ha-
zardous conditions”/ The
rainfall at the airport on
November 29 was 23.8
mm, November 30, 60.2
mm, and December 1,
123.8 mm (source: Greater
Chennai Corporation web-
site). An airport that gets
flooded with just 2 cm to 12
cm of rain shows how path-
etic the conditions are. No
wonder Chennai is losing
its standing on the aviation
map. During a meeting on
November 13, 2024, with
the Director General of Ci-
vil Aviation on the imple-

mentation of the proposed
norms on Duty Time Limi-
tation for pilots, Air India
said the new norms would
hurt the interest of cockpit
crew as their flying hours
would be reduced, along
with their allowances!
Pathetic, that an airline
would compromise safety
to increase emoluments.
Pilot bodies have rejected
this claim. This throws
light on the mindset of air-
lines in India, whose man-
agements have no regard
for fatigue-induced errors.

Training standards

The DGCA Civil Aviation
Requirement mandates
that all pilots undergo one
hour of ALAR (Approach
and Landing Accident Re-
duction) and AWO (Ad-
verse Weather Operations)
ground training, followed
by one hour of simulator
training and another hour
of simulator check. This is
in addition to the four-hour
recurrent training (two
hours as pilot flying and
two hours as pilot monitor-
ing) and the four-hour

check on the simulator. Do
airlines comply with this
strictly, and has the DGCA
carried out strict monitor-
ing of the same during
their safety audits? There
have been instances where
boxes were ticked even
without spending one mi-
nute on the simulator.
There is a DGCA re-
quirement that the mini-
mum total cockpit time on
the type of aircraft has to
be 500 hours. For exam-
ple, if the pilots are flying
an A320/321, the combined
time of the captain and the
co-pilot has to be 500
hours on an A320/321. To
simplify, if the captain has
100 hours as pilot-in-com-
mand on an A320, the co-
pilot must have 400 hours
on an A320. This is a safety
requirement. Are airlines
complying with this rule?
With large-scale induc-
tion and accelerated train-
ing programmes, do air-
lines have the numbers to
comply with this require-
ment? Earlier, the mon-
soon restriction was from
June to September, but it

was later modified to April
to September. With global
warming being a reality,
we experience adverse
weather throughout the
year. The DGCA must im-
mediately make the mini-
mum cockpit time on type
all year long. It must also
make it mandatory for air-
lines to store electronic re-
cords of the ALAR and
AWO checks on simulators
to ensure that pilots de-
monstrate their proficien-
cy to the required stan-
dards. All simulators have
this facility. Airlines should
also encourage manual fly-
ing when weather condi-
tions are good and trafhic
density is low.

Fengal has held up a
mirror to poor standards at
the Chennai airport as well
as pilot proficiency. Do we
need a fatal accident for go-
vernments to wake up?

(Captain A. (Mohan) Ranganathan
is a former airline instructor pilot
and aviation safety adviser. He is
also a former member of the Civil
Aviation Safety Advisory Council
(CASAC), India)
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Fairfax India to add $255 mn
stake in airport operator BIAL

Fairfax India Holdings will buy an additional 10%
stake in Bengalury airport operator BIAL, hiking
its overall shareholding to 74%. “The ransaction
is expected to close in Q1 2025, upon which the
additional 10% equity interest in BIAL will be
acouired by Fairfax India for an aggregate $255
million,"” Fairfax India said in a release. Fairfax
India is acquiring the 10% stake from Siemens
Projects Ventures.
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Cyclone Fengal exposes poor standards in Chennai airport, pilot proficiency

Capt. A. Ranganathan

Weather system Fengal has
exposed the Achilles heel
of the Indian civil aviation
system. On the night of No-
vember 29, Indigo flight 6E
5048, arriving from Mum-
bai around 8 p.m. at the
Chennai airport, wobbled
quite a bit on approach
and floated over the run-
way for more than 4,000
feet before going around
and making another ap-
proach to land. Because it
was night, no one had ta-
ken a video to expose the
incident on social media.
On November 30, 2024,
another Indigo flight, 6E
683, coming in for a land-
ing at Chennai, appeared
fully out of control,
touched down momentari-
ly, and went around with
its wing dropping sharply
to the left. It managed to
climb out, made another
approach, and landed safe-
ly. A social media post
showing the video of the
incident went viral and as
expected, the airline is-
sued a statement, saying:

“Our pilots are extensively
trained to handle such sit-
uations with utmost pro-
fessionalism!”

Both flights landed safe-
ly, but did their first ap-
proach and go-around sa-
tisfy safety norms? Anyone
who has seen the viral vi-
deo would have observed
the poor handling of the
flight by the pilot, laying
bare the shoddy training
standards of the airline.
Was the crew lacking in ex-
perience or were they af-
fected by fatigue and
stress?

Manual flying skills
More than 15 years ago, in-
ternational safety organisa-
tions identified lack of ma-
nual flying skills as a major
factor in air accidents. We
read about tail strikes and
hard/rough landings regu-
larly. Indigo has a policy of
maximum use of automa-
tion and the two aforemen-
tioned events in Chennai
reflect this lack of manual
flying skills.

All modern jet aircraft
are fitted with Digital Flight

On November 30, an Indigo flight coming in to land at Chennai
appeared out of control, touched down briefly, and went around
with its wing dropping sharply to the left. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Data Recorders that record
several hundred parame-
ters. Flight control inputs
are recorded; the data are
downloaded regularly and
the flight safety depart-
ments of airlines are to
analyse the data, identify
the trends, and recom-
mend corrections to pilots.
The idea is to prevent acci-
dents due to habits that de-
velop when wrong inputs
are made on a regular ba-
sis. It appears that trend
analysis is not done dili-
gently. Airlines’ Flight Op-
erations Quality Assurance
(FOQA) programmes need

proactive identification to
recognise the threats.

The runway surround-
ings of the Chennai airport
were flooded at the time of
the incident. During heavy
rain, the water depth
would have been more
than 3 mm and the runway
condition will come under
the Contaminated Catego-
ry. In contaminated condi-
tions, the landing distance
required is more than
325% of the dry runway re-
quirement (source: Flight
Safety Foundation ALAR
toolkit data). Do airlines
comply with this, though

they all claim safety is pa-
ramount? When we filmed
several landings and take-
offs in heavy rain from
close range using high-
speed, high-definition
cameras, it was noticed
that the water depth was
more than 50 mm. But the
runway condition reported
to pilots only mentions
‘wet’, which requires just a
factor of 1.95%.

On October 30, the taxi
tracks at Chennai were
closed due to flooding be-
fore they finally shut the
airport down stating “ha-
zardous conditions”/ The
rainfall at the airport on
November 29 was 23.8
mm, November 30, 60.2
mm, and December 1,
123.8 mm (source: Greater
Chennai Corporation web-
site). An airport that gets
flooded with just 2 cm to 12
cm of rain shows how path-
etic the conditions are. No
wonder Chennai is losing
its standing on the aviation
map. During a meeting on
November 13, 2024, with
the Director General of Ci-
vil Aviation on the imple-

mentation of the proposed
norms on Duty Time Limi-
tation for pilots, Air India
said the new norms would
hurt the interest of cockpit
crew as their flying hours
would be reduced, along
with their allowances!
Pathetic, that an airline
would compromise safety
to increase emoluments.
Pilot bodies have rejected
this claim. This throws
light on the mindset of air-
lines in India, whose man-
agements have no regard
for fatigue-induced errors.

Training standards

The DGCA Civil Aviation
Requirement mandates
that all pilots undergo one
hour of ALAR (Approach
and Landing Accident Re-
duction) and AWO (Ad-
verse Weather Operations)
ground training, followed
by one hour of simulator
training and another hour
of simulator check. This is
in addition to the four-hour
recurrent training (two
hours as pilot flying and
two hours as pilot monitor-
ing) and the four-hour

check on the simulator. Do
airlines comply with this
strictly, and has the DGCA
carried out strict monitor-
ing of the same during
their safety audits? There
have been instances where
boxes were ticked even
without spending one mi-
nute on the simulator.
There is a DGCA re-
quirement that the mini-
mum total cockpit time on
the type of aircraft has to
be 500 hours. For exam-
ple, if the pilots are flying
an A320/321, the combined
time of the captain and the
co-pilot has to be 500
hours on an A320/321. To
simplify, if the captain has
100 hours as pilot-in-com-
mand on an A320, the co-
pilot must have 400 hours
on an A320. This is a safety
requirement. Are airlines
complying with this rule?
With large-scale induc-
tion and accelerated train-
ing programmes, do air-
lines have the numbers to
comply with this require-
ment? Earlier, the mon-
soon restriction was from
June to September, but it

was later modified to April
to September. With global
warming being a reality,
we experience adverse
weather throughout the
year. The DGCA must im-
mediately make the mini-
mum cockpit time on type
all year long. It must also
make it mandatory for air-
lines to store electronic re-
cords of the ALAR and
AWO checks on simulators
to ensure that pilots de-
monstrate their proficien-
cy to the required stan-
dards. All simulators have
this facility. Airlines should
also encourage manual fly-
ing when weather condi-
tions are good and trafhic
density is low.

Fengal has held up a
mirror to poor standards at
the Chennai airport as well
as pilot proficiency. Do we
need a fatal accident for go-
vernments to wake up?

(Captain A. (Mohan) Ranganathan
is a former airline instructor pilot
and aviation safety adviser. He is
also a former member of the Civil
Aviation Safety Advisory Council
(CASAC), India)
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Fairfax India to add $255 mn
stake in airport operator BIAL

Fairfax India Holdings will buy an additional 10%
stake in Bengaluru airport operator BIAL, hiking
its overall shareholding to 74%. “The transaction
is expected to close in Q1 2025, upon which the
additional 10% equity interest in BIAL will be
acquired by Fairfax India for an aggregate $255
million,” Fairfax India said in a release. Fairfax
India is acquiring the 10% stake from Siemens
Projects Ventures. er
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5,200 slider turtle hatchlings seized at airport

Times News NETwork

Chennai: Customs sleuths
seized 5200 slider turtle
hatchlings from two pas-
semgers who landed at Chen-
nai airport from Kuala Lum-
pur in the early hours of Tu-
esday, They arrested the two
passengers and two others
whowere waiting outside the
airporttoreceive thespecies.
Based on specific intelli-
gence, the air intelligence
unit (AIU) of customs inter-
cepted Ramesh Akash and
Tamim Ansari Mohammad
Rafig when they landed.
Four bags in their posses-
sion were confiscated and se-
arched. Customs sleuths fo-
und several boxes contai-
ning many turtle hatchlings.

SAFE & SOUND: The turtle hatchlings were sent back to Malaysia

The boxes had small holes
for ventilation, said customs
gleuths. The two passengers
were asked by customs sle-
uths to to leave the airport so
as to make it look like they

haad not been caught. Once
they came outside the air-
port, two of their aides who
were about to receive the
bags were also caught by ¢us-
toms sleuths.

On information, wildlife
crime control bureau offici-
als reached the airport and
identified the species as red-
eared slider turtles. All 5,200
turtles were found alive and
active. After feeding them,
they were deported to Malay-
sin inan IndiGo flight on Tu-
esday.

All four men were arres-
ted but let off on bail since
the species are not endemic,
Customs sleuths said the
smugglers were not regular
flyers but were sent to Malay-
sia to bring the wildlife con-
signment.

This is the fifth attempt to
smuggle red-eared slider
turtles from Malaysia and
Thailand that customs
thwarted this year.
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elhi HC tells DGCA to consult
stakeholders on flight duty timing

llnhh: Waid
Mew Dethi

The Dielhi High Court on Fri-
day instructed civil aviation
regulator  Directorate Gen
eral of Civil Aviation
(DECA) to convene 8 meet-
ing of stakeholders to dis
cuss a timeline for the imple-
mentation of new fight duty
time limitaton (FDTL)
NOrms,

The meeting between the
MHECA and the pilots’ federa-
tions, airlines and the Min-
istry of Civil Aviaton s
scheduled for December 15,

Besides, the Delhi HE sug-
gested that the new norms be

rofled out in a phased man-
ncr. During the proceedings,
DGCA's counsel had in-
formed the Delhi HC that the
new regulations would he
notified in phases by Juby
2023, The Dethi HC is set to
hear the case again on Janu-
ary 23, 2025, to monitor the
progress, In January, DGCA,
came out with new FDTL
norms, which were 1o be im-
plemented on June 1. Under
the new norms, weekly rest
hours for pilots had been in-
creased to 48 hours a weck
from the earlier 36 hours.
The new norms for Hight
crew were framed after the
pilots’ unions wvoiced their
concerns  over  [atigue-re-

hr-:d aviarion safety risks,

However, airlines sought
more Hme W implement
these norms, citing a short
ape of pilos.  Industry
sources ot that time had es-
timated the camcellation of
around 20-25 per cent of
flights 25 a result of imple-
menting these norms. Fur
ther, airline representatives
had made a fresh case before
the Ministry 1o seek more
time.

Accordingly, the new
FI¥TL nerms had been post-
poned. The aviation regu-
lavor ar that time allowed air-
lines to adhere to the 2019
FDTL norms, which are cur-
rently being followed.,
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A-1 Express' expansion
plan ready for takeoff

Airline to induct 65 planes in 3 yrs; defers Kolkata-Dhaka direct flights

ISHITA AYAN DUTT & DEEPAI PATEL
Kolkata/New Delhi, 6 December

ir India (A-I) Express, the budg-
Aet—carrier arm of Air India, plans

to add 65 aircraft to its fleet over
the next three years, as it embarks on a
significant expansion drive.

Its parent airline is set to induct 35
planes during the same period.

The quicker fleet expansion of Air
India Express is on account of quicker
deliveries of B737 Max aircraft, config-
ured exclusively with economy-class
seats by American manufacturer Boeing.

At present, Air India Express operates
a fleet of approximately 90 aircraft, while
Air India has around 210 planes.

Speaking to reporters in Kolkata
Thursday evening, Air India Express
Managing Director Aloke Singh said, “We
are looking at a fleet of about 175 aircraft
for Air India Express in about three years
from now.”

This means that Air India Express
plans to add about 85 aircraft to its fleet
over the next three years.

Industry sources clarified that
approximately 20 older planes are in the
process of being transferred from Air
India to its low-cost airline subsidiary,
while around 65 will be brand-new deliv-
eries, primarily from Boeing.

Last week, Air India CEO and
Managing Director Campbell Wilson told
reporters in New Delhi that the Air India
Group (comprising Air India and Air
India Express) plans to grow its fleet by
about 100 aircraft—from approximately
300 to 400—over the next three years.

In February 2023, the Air India Group
placed orders for 470 aircraft—220 from
Boeing and 250 from European manu-
facturer Airbus—in the world’s second-
largest single-tranche aircraft purchase.

FLEET COUNTER

m A-| Express operates about 90
planes. Overthe next3years, itissetto
receive 65 new planes and absorb 20
older planesfromits parent airline, Air
India. This will bring its total fleet size
to approximately 175 planes

m Air India has a fleet of around 210
planes. Overthe next3years, it plans
to take delivery of 35 new planes
while transferring 20 older planes to
A-| Express. Thiswill increase its fleet
sizeto about 225 planes

Of these, 400 are narrowbody planes.

According to sources, Airbus is
expected to begin delivering its narrow-
body aircraft to the Air India Group later
than Boeing,.

The fleet is fungible, Singh said,
adding that it can move across the two
entities — Air India and Air India Express.

He mentioned that Air India Express
has about 90 planes right now and this
fleet size will increase to about 100-plus
by the end of this financial year. As far
as deployment of capacity is concerned,
50 per cent would be towards short-haul
international while the balance was
focused on domestic routes.

On October 1, the Air India Group
completed the operational integration
and legal merger of Air India
Express Ltd and AIX Connect Pvt Ltd
(erstwhile AirAsia India) into a larger
low-cost carrier (LCC).

In the next month, Vistara was

merged into Air India, forming a larger
full-service parent airline. With the merg-
er behind it, more diversification of route
network and customer segments is on
the cards.

As part of the bigger transformation
of the Air India Group, routes are getting
rationalised between the two airlines.
Singh explained that Air India’s business
model was better suited for long-haul
and more premium-end of the market,
which means metro-to-metro routes
with a higher concentration of business.

“Our focus is going to be primarily on
metro to Tier-Il and -1 cities. Short-haul
international is going to be Tier-II, Tier-
111 cities connecting directly with over-
seas airports,” the managing director of
Air India Express said.

“We want to be a part of the India
growth story, which is playing out more
in the Tier-1I, Tier-1III cities — a very dif-
ferent aspirational India,” he added.
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Akasa Airinks
codeshare pact
with Etihad

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 6 December

Akasa Air, the Indian low-cost
carrier, has entered into a code-
share partnership with Etihad
Airways, the flag carrier of the
United Arab Emirates.

This partnership allows
Etihad to sell tickets on Akasa
Air's flights, which marks a sig-
nificant step in expanding the
reach of Akasa's services, indus-
try sources told Business
Standard on Friday.

The decision to develop coop-
eration with the Gulf
carrier has come at a
time when Indian car-
riers are divided on

A codeshare
partnership
allows one

Airways will come into effect on
flights operating from March or
April next year.

"Tt will be interesting to see if
Akasa Air is able to secure addi-
tional rights under the existing
bilateral rights," a source said.

Akasa Air did not respond to

queries sent by Business
Standard on this issue.
At present, Akasa Air

operates a daily flight on the
Mumbai-Abu Dhabi route.

As the airline has signed this
codeshare partnership, it is
intensifying its operations at Abu
Dhabi airport. In addi-
tion to the Mumbai-
Abu Dhabi route, the
airline will also have

whether the Centre o daily flights on
should hand more airline to Ahmedabad-Abu
bilateral rights to West market and Dhabi and
Asian countries. sell sea}ts Bengaluru-Abu

In June this year, ona flight Dhabi from the
Air India and SpiceJet operated by summer  season
opposed it stating that the other next year, when this

the Indian govern-
ment should focus on
building major Indian
airports as hubs, while
Akasa Air and IndiGo
said a decision should
be taken after a holis-
tic analysis.

A codeshare partnership
allows one airline to market and
sell seats on a flight operated by
the other. A bilateral right in avi-
ation refers to the agreement
between two countries that
allows airlines from both nations
to operate a specific number of
commercial flights between
them. These rights define routes,
frequencies, and other opera-
tional terms for fair and mutual
air connectivity.

Industry sources on Friday
said the codeshare partnership
between Akasa Air and Etihad

TR LLLNLLAL)

codeshare partner-
ship will come into
effect.

“It will be
interesting to
= see if Akasa
Air will be able to
secure more bilateral
rights under the existing
bilateral air services agreement,"
a source noted.

West Asian carriers like
Etihad, Emirates, and Qatar
Airways have been asking India
to increase bilateral rights so that
they can operate more flights to
and from India.

However, carriers such as Air
India believe that granting more
bilateral rights to certain Gulf
countries willimpede the growth
of its long-haul and ultra-long-
haul flight operations to North
America and Europe.
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Aero Dienst enters Indian
business aviation space

European business aviation service provider Aero Dienst GmbH and
Indian aviation consultancy AeroSource International Pvton Friday
announced a strategic partnership aimed at strengthening their
service offerings in the business aviation sectorin India and the APAC
region. The tie-up will provide Indian corporates with end-to-end
solutions, induding maintenance, repair, and overhaul services
through the Germany-headquartered firm, while AeroSource will help
Aero Dienstexpand its footprint in one of the world's fastest-growing
aviation markets. "Aero Dienst is thrilled to partnerwith AeroSource
International,” said André Ebach, Managing Director of Aero-Dienst
GmbH, which has more than 65 years expertise in the industry. “India
is a dynamic marketwith tremendous potential, and AeroSource's
proven expertise makes them an ideal partner forour expansion
efforts.” BS REPORTER
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Man creates nuisance on
Hyd-bound flight, case filed

SABA ANJUM SHAIK AND
MANVI VYAS | DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 5

A case was registered with
RGIA  police after a
Nizamabad native allegedly
created nuisance on an
IndiGe flight, bound to
Hyderabad, within RGIA
|l(‘E station limits on
rsday.
Accordmg to Sl
Apparao, the passenger
against whom a case
was registered was
Narsimhulu, a native of
Nizamabad, working as a
labourer in Dubai, The pas-
senger was  reportedly
dipressed. Narsimhulu was
not feeling well in Dubai and
asked the agent to send him
back to Nizamabad. After
reaching Bangalore, while
boarding a flight to

» THE PASSENGER against
whom a case was registered
was Narsimhulu, a native of
Nizamabad, working as a
|labourer in Dubai. He was
reportedly dipressed.

Hyderabad, he learnt that
his brother, who was
residing in Karnataka,

had passed away.
After being
informed of his broth-
er's death, Narsimhulu
allegedly requested the
flight authorities to stop the
flight. “When they did not, he
kept asking the flight author-
ities and created a nuisance
to make the flight stop. After
we got him to the police sta-
tion, we discovered that he
was mentally unstable, and
the same was confirmed by

his wifie,” the SI said.

After the flight landed in
Hyderabad, the police were
informed about Tus ‘unruly
behaviour' and, he was shift-
ed to the police station for
questioning. A case was reg-
istered under Section 70 B of
the CP Act and Section 290 of
the BNS. Issuing a public
notice regarding the incident,
IndiGo Airlines said, “A cus-
tomer on a flight from
Bengaluru to Hyderabad dis-
played non-cooperative
behaviour with our cabin
crew and fellow customers.
Following our established
protocols, the customer was
handed over to airport police
upon arrival. We regret any
inconvenience caused to our
customers and reiterate our
dedication to ensuring a
smooth and secure travel
experience.”
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CYBERSECURITYPROTECTION AUTHORITY
In another report, the parliamentary
committee has recommended the estab-
lishment of a Cyber Security Protec-
tion Authority—a centralised, over-
arching regulatory authority dedicated
specifically to cyber security, similar to
the role of the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) in the aviation
sector,
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Al Express set to expand
fleet size,add new routes

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Kolkata, December &

AIR INDI& EXPRESS, the bud
get-curier arm of Air India, is
embarking on a significant
expansion by increasing its
fleet sizeand introdiu dng new
routes, as passenger growth
remains rotbst,

The aidine, however, has
deferred plansto launch direct
flights between Kolkata and
Dhaka, citing the ongoing
political eriss in Bangladesh.

“You would recall we had
announced ouropemtional plan
for Dhala, which i a newand
significant market for us. But
hecause of the situation there,
we have deferred those plans,”
Alokr Singh, managing director
of Aur India Express, said.

"As soon as the conditions
are right, we will esume those
plans” he sald,

The attline had initially
planned to launch the Dhaka

ALCHE
SHGH,

T

Our network

expansion will foous
o short-haul routes
within a 5.5-6 hotr
range, and on con-
necting metro cities
with tier-1l and tiee
111 destinations '

services in Septemberwith six
weekly flights,

[espite the deferment,
Singh said theaidine remains
committed to expanding its
presence inthe eastern sectar.

He sald its International
service flights to and from
Kathmandu would besinwith

the summer schedule, starting
the end of March 2025,

Singh, speaking o
reporters in Kolkata, also said
the airline sees sitrong growth
potential, as daily passenger
movement in Indiain Novem-
bererossed the 500,000 mark

In order to tap the growth,
itaims toincrease the fleet size
to over 100 aircraft by March
2025 up from thecxistimg $0.

Over the next three years,
the fleet size s expected (o
growto about 175, Singh said

Healsohighlighted thatAir
India Exprossis part of the Air
India Group, which has
announced plans to acquire
470 abreraft at the group level
in the next few years,

Singh saidtheairline's net
work expansion woubd foous
on short-haul routes within a
5.5 -6 hour range, and on con-
necting metro clties with tier-
i1 and 111 destinations, to tap
emerging opporfunities.
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LEAVING ON A JET PLANE? | Travellers on domestic sectors
originating from Mumbai likely to pay eye-watering sums

Airlines jack up prices
ahead of holiday season

Dhairya Gajara

MUMBAI
—_—

The domestic airline sector
has burdened travellers with
a massive hike in airfares
ahead of the holiday season.

Travellers on domestic sec-
tors originating from Mumbai
are witnessing unbelievahle
increase in airfare — as high
as 1,258% on the Ahmedabad
route, for example.

On Wednesday, The Free
Press Journal reported on the
complaint made by Mumbai
Grahak Panchavat to the
Ministry of Consumer Affairs
against massive surge in air-
fares. The MGP had com-
plained against Indigo, Air
India, Akasa Air and Spicelet
flights  flving  between
Mumbai, Delhi and Lucknow.
The carriers have raised fares

ranging from Rs6000 to
Rs13.,000 in September and
October to  Rs12100 to

Rs27.800 in the first week of
December.

The FPI dove deep and
foundout that flights originat-
ing from Mumbai have seen a
considerable jump in their
fares during holiday season

F—
-

~— =

| - OIRINDIA - .=
Destination Date Airline Normal Fare Current Fare Difference
Ahmedabad Dect Akasa Air  Rs1,782 Rs24,211 1258%
Dabolim Goa Dec 21 Air India Rs2,436 Rs21108 TE6%
Bengaluru Dec 21 Air India Rs3,082 R&22,370 625%
Kolkata Dec 21 Air India Rs4,382 Rs25,920 491%
Chennai Dec21  Indigo  Rs2583  Rs11,768  355%
Jaipur Dec 22 Indigo Rs4,648 Rs20,698 345%
Bhuj Dec14 Air India Rs5,318 Rs21,856 310%

The higgest hike was airfare with Air India’ flight ing forward to immediate

recorded in Akasa Air's flight
tn Ahmedabad, which saw a

jump of 1,258%,

Air Indid’s flight to Goaks
Dabolim has seen an increase
of 7T66% against the normal air-
fare; for Bengaluruo, 625%:
Amrisar, 133%; and Kolkata,
481%. Indigos flight to Chennai
saw 355% rise, o Jaipur, 345%,
and to Bhubaneshwar, 145%

Routes with airline monop-
olies also saw a steep rise in

to Bhuj at 310% and Indigds
flight to Agra at 72.86%. These
hikes have come ahead of the
holiday season, when air
travel rises.

Shirish Deshpande, chair-
man of MGP, said, “We have
already complained to the
civil aviation and the con-
sumer affairs ministries about
the steep increase in airfares
but these figures are even
maore shocking. We are look-

government  intervention.
The central consumer protec-
tion authority has the juris-
diction to interfere in cases of
unfair trade practices”

Recently, government oil
firms announced another
hike in aviation turbine fuel
by RsLAI8 a month after the
hike of Rs2041 Thizs is
expected to lead to a rise in
airfares domestically and
international by,
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Airlines prep to minimise delays ahead of foggy days

Daanish Anand
daanish.anand@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Passengers travel-
ling through India's airports dur-
ing the challenging fog season
canexpect improved operations
this year as airlines and airports
prepare early to minimise delays
and cancellations, according to
two people aware of the matter.

While airlines such as IndiGo,
Air India and SpiceJet have sta-
tioned their category-IIl or CAT
Ill-enabled aireraft which can
operate in low visibility in north-
ern India, Delhi airport has
chalked out plans to improve

passenger experience during
flight disruptions.

Passengers on flights that see
delays of over three hours will be
deboarded, addressing one of the
biggest frustrations of passen-
gers stuck in delayed aircraft. In
April, the Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS) had asked
airlines, airports and security
agencies to return passengers to
the terminal in case of long
delays. Every year, from Decem-
ber to February, thousands of
flights are impacted by fog. In
January 2024 alone, over 400
flights were delayed, with many
being cancelled or diverted due
to dense fog.

DELHI AIRPORT
HAS CHALKED OUT
PLANS TO IMPROVE
PASSENGER
EXPERIENCE
DURING FLIGHT
DISRUPTIONS

On November 29, aviation
minister Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu reviewed the situation
and directed officials to ensure
real-time coordination between
air traffic control, airlines,
ground handlers and airport
operators to maintain seamless

operations. They were directed
to cancel flights if the delay
exceeds three hours, and proact-
ively inform passengers about
potential delays or cancella-
tions. The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) estab-
lished the period between 10
December and 10 February as
the fog window. During this
period, airlines are mandated to
deploy pilots and aircraft trained
in Category III (CAT-III) instru-
ment landing systems (ILS),
especially at airports in North
India. These trained pilots can
safely land aircraft in low-visibil-
ity conditions, which can range
from zero visibility to 175 meters.

Only six airports in India have
CAT-III ILS; Delhi, Lucknow, Jai-
pur, Amritsar, Bengaluru, and
Kolkata. Delhi Airport, thelarg-
est in the country, has four oper-
ational runways, three of which
are CAT-II1 landing compliant.

India’s largest airline in terms
of fleet size and market share,
IndiGo, said that it has taken sev-
eral measures to mitigate fog-re-
lated disruptions. “The airline
also said that the team of mete-
orologists are also in close coor-
dination with Operations Con-
trol Center actively monitor real-
time visibility,” an IndiGo
executive said on the condition
of anonymity.
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{ MY INDIA } NOSE GEAR JAMMED

Bihar guv switches
airline after glitcch

Bihar governor Rajendra Arlekar was forced to
switch to a different flight after the nose gear of the
IndiGo flight he was on board, from Goa to Delhi,
jammed. The incident took place on Friday
afterncon, when flight no. 6E 6193 had pushed back
and started to taxi. An airport official said that
Arlekar, who was accompanied by this team, chose to
fly an Air india flight which was immediately
available. "The airline [IndiGo] did not offer water or
food," a passenger said. HT reached out to IndiGo,
which did not respond to queries. HTC
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Foggy days ahead: How airlines

daanish amand e mint com
NEW DELHI

assengers  travelling
P through India’s airporis
during the challenging
for seasom can - expect
improved operations this year
asairlines and airports prepare
early to minimize delays and
cancellations, sccording to two
people aware of the matter.
While airlines such as
IndiCo, Air Indiaand Spicedet
have stationed theircategory -
M orCAT 1l-enabled aircrafi
which can operate in loww visi-
bility along with theircrewsin
northern India, Delhi airport
has chalked out plans 1o
TIPIOVE PassCTERT CXperience
during flight disruptions.
Passengers on fights that
sew delays of over three hours
will bedeboarded, add ressing:
one of the bigzest frustrations
of pessemrersstuck in delayed
aircraft. In April, the Bureauof
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS)
had asked airlines, airports

In Jan, ower 400 flights wera
delayed due to dense fog. e

and serurity agencies o return
passengers to the terminal in
case of long delays,

Every vear. from Decembser
to February, thouwsands of
Mights are impacted by fog. In
January 20K2 Falone, over 400
flights were delaved, with
many being cancelled or
diverted due to dense fog.

O 29 Nevembeer, aviation
minister kinjarapu Hammao
han Naidu reviewed the situa
tion and directed officials o
ensure real-time coordination

are prepping to minimize delays

betweenair traffic control, air-
lines, pronmid hamdlers ard wir-
port operators to maintain
seamless operations. Airlines
were directed to cancel flights
if the delay exceeds three
hours, and progctively inform
passengers aboul potential
delays or cancellations.

The: Directorate General of

Civil Aviation (IMGCA) estab
lished the period between 10
DBecember and 10 February as
the for window. During this
period, airlines are mandated
to deploy pilots and aircrafi
trained in CAT -1l instrument
landing systems (ILS), espe
cially at airporis in North
India. These trained pilods can
safely land aircrafl inlow-visi
bility conditions, which can
range from zemo (o 175 metres.
Only six airports in Indix
have CAT-I11 ILS; Dethi, Luc
knoaw, Jaipur, Amritsar, Ben
galuru and Kolkata. Delhi Air-
port, the largest in the coun
iry. has four operational

TURM TO PAGE 13

Airlines prep for foggy days

FROM PAGE 16

runways, three of which are
CAT-UI kinding compliant.
India's largest airline in
termsof Heet size and market
share, Indi(io, said it hastaken
several measures to mitigate
fogr- related disruptions, “Most
of IndiCio's aircrafl feet are
equipped with CAT-111 land
ing equipment and around
S0-90% of IndiCo's pilots are
qualificd to do CAT-111 land-
ings. The airline also said that
the: team of meteorobogists ane
abso in close conrdination with
Operations Control Centre
actively monitor real -ime vis
ibility,” an IndiGo executive
said on the condition of ano
nymily.
IncliCies huas abso studied his
torical data and will ensure
that aircraft Aving to foz
prone seciors will keep addi
tional fuel, the person added.
Air Inechia has also started tak
ing steps lo minimize the
impact onits Rights due to fog.
“Air India will be adjusting
Night schedules toits bang-haul
and metro-to-metro Mights
routes in fog prone areas. The
airline i also planning to keep
passengers informed of any
delaysand provide them with a
complimentary option of res
chedulingor refund,” anexecu

LT R T T T

In Apr, the BCAS had asked airlines, airports and security agencies
to return passengers to the terminal in case of long delays.. wl

tive said on the condition of
anonymity.

Spicedet plans to deploy
exira ground staff to managye
disruptions due to fog. “Hos
tering will be

tive sajd.

Ao ex pert and CEQ of
Avializ Consultants, Sanjy
Lazar, helieves that passenger
commumnication is the key and

airlines need o

done as per the IndiGo studied disseminate
S0F of the fog historical data information on
planand lighisin and will ensure timmee, *The minis-
the for window try and DGCA
will be cowered by ﬂ'al':_]a&f;gaft H:fng have held fog
CAT-IIl crew. I meetings, but we
The airline has sectors will keep hope that a
also  planned additional fuel 24-hour live avia
more staffl on — tion cell is acti-
ground o ensure vated at Dielhi Air

passenger comforl. Spicelet
has made small changes (o
flight schedules for sectors
that are fog prone,” an execu

port and mrtines depute at least

ome person in the cell,” e said.
For an extended version of

thix xtory, po to fivenrint.com
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THREATS TO FLIGHT

Sixteen cases filed in Capital
likely to be transferred to NIA

NEW DELHI: At least 16 cases
registered in connection with
threats to flights of different air-
lines operating from Dedhi are
likely 1o be transferred to the
Mational Investigation Agency
{NIA), oficials sources said on
Friday.

It has been learnt that the
Delhi Police has written to the
city government’s homse depart-
ment to transfer the cases to the
MIA, they said, adding that it
would be further sent to the
Union home ministry for final
approval.

“The matter was related
to national security and it has
an international ramification.
All these 16 cases were regis-
tered under the Suppression of
Unlawful Acts against Safety
of Civil Aviation (SUA SCA)
Act with BNS sections and they
needed deeper probel” an offi-
cial source said.

In the last two weeks
of October, more than 510
domestic and international
flights received bomb threats
that later turned out to be
hoaxes, causing major opera-
tional and hnancial distress for
the airlines across the country,
Most of the threats were issued
through social media.

Police sources said 16 cases
were registered in response
to the threats to more than

15 domestic or international

flights operating from Dielhi.

The first case was regis-
tered on October 16 following
a bomb threat received via X
targeting a Bengaluru-bound
Akasa Air flight. The aircraft,
carrying over 180 passengers,
hj;;—]s}l'nlgccd to n:l.Ern Ii.‘lEﬂ.'Irl.‘
national Capital, they said.

The Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport police, alo
with MC}E n'_ﬁ.IFSG. ca:E
ducted the probe into the mat-
ter but they have not got any
lead into any of the cases as of
IO,

“The threat messages were
sent via VPN (Virtual Pri-
vate MNetwork) due to which
the agencies are not able to get
its exact domain or server. In
somme cases, the servers from

which these messages were
routed were located in Euro-
pean countries like the Union
Kin, 1 and Germany,
another official source said.

The Dielhi Police is also tak-
ing the help of central agen-
cies to reach out to Interpol
to access further details of the
domain, he added.

The Delhi Police, while
investigating the threat cases,
also interrogated one Jagdish
Shriram Uﬁ'#iﬁ} ul’(irﬁfdia.
Maharashtra.

“lagdish had sent an email
to a central government min-
ister stating that he was hav-
ing information regarding the
sender. The team when inter-
mgl::tin.g him found the caim
to be bogus,” the source said,

He told palice afficers that
some ferrorist group had sent
those messages. Jagdish, who
studied up to Class 11, had also
written a book on terrorism
“Atankwad-Ek Tufaani Rak-
shash’, the source added.

Against the backdrop of
a spate of hoax bomb threats
in October, the IT mindstry
asked social media platforms
to observe due diligence ohli-
gations and promptly remove
or dizable access to misin-
formation within the strict
timelines prescribed under
the IT rules AGENN IS
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Flight threats: NIA

may probe 16 cases

PTI W NEW DELHI

A} least 16 cases registered
in connection with threats
to flights of different airlines
operating from Delhi are
I:Eti}' o be transferred 1o the
Mational Investigation Agency
(N1A), official sources said on
Friday. It has been learnt that
the Delhi Police has written to
the city governments home
department to transfer the
cases to the NIA, they said,
adding that it would be
further sent to the Union
bhome ministry for final
approval.

“The matter was related to
national security and it has an
international ramification. All
these 16 cases were registered
under the Suppression of
Unlawful Acts against Safety
of Civil Aviation [SUA SCA)
Act with BNS sections and
they needed deeper probe.” an
official source said.

In the last two weeks of
October, more than 510
domestic and international
flights received bomb threats
that later turmed out ta be
hoaxes, causing  major
operational and  financial
distress for the airlines across
the country. Most of the
threats were issued through
social media.

Police sources said 16 cases
were registered in response o

the threats o more than 150
domestic or international
flights operating from Delhi.
The first case was registered
on October 16 following a
bomb threat received wia X
targeting a Bengaluru-bound
Alkasa Adr fight. The aircraft,
carrying over 180 passengers,
was forced to returm to the
natiomal capdta], Ih:}' safd.
The IT]jjm Gandhi
International WA police,
along with the FmEtE cell,
IFSO, conducted the probe
into the matter but they have
not gol any lead into any of
the cases as of now. “The
threal messages were sent via
VPN (Virtual Private
Metwork) due to which the
apencies are not able to get ite
exact domain or server In
some cases, the servers from
which these messages were
ronted were located in
European countries lke the
Union Kingdom and
Germany, another official
source said.

Continued on page 2

Flight
threats: NIA
may prohe
16 cases

From page 1

The Delhi Police is also
taking the help of cenmtral
agencies to reach oot to
Interpol to access further
details of the domain, he
added. The Delhi Police,
while investigating the threat
cases, also interrogated one
fagdish Shriram Ulkey (35) of
Guondia, Maharashtra.
“Jagdish had sent an email to
a central  government
minister stating that he was
having information regarding
the sender. The team when
interrogating him found the
claim to be bogus,” the source
said He told police officers
that same terrorist group had
sent those messages.
[a rdish, who studied up to
lass 11, had also written a
hm:t on terrorism
“Atankwad-Ek Tufaani
Rakshash”, the source
added.Against the backdro
of a spate of hoax bom
threats in October, the IT
ministry asked social media
platforms to observe due
diligence obligations and
prompily remove or disable
access to misinformation
within the strict timelines
prescribed under the IT
rules.
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Air India Express on expansion mode

FTIm KOLKATA

ir India Express, the

budget-carrier arm of A
India, 18 en:bnrl:inﬁ on A
significant  expansion by
increasing ils feel size and
introducing new routes, as
frassenger p;l:uwl]'i remains
robrizsd.

The airline, however, has
deferred plans 1o launch
direct ights between Kolkata
aind  Dhaka, citin the

;rlﬁuinii?ii.ﬂﬂl cnsis in

“You would recall we had
announced our operational
|:r|a.r| for Dhaks, which iz a
new and ::'qiniﬁl;urll market
for wi. Bul because of the
situation  there, we have
deferred those plans,” Aloke
Simgh, Managing Director of
Air India Express, saind

“As sown as the conditions are
right, we will resume those
plans” he said.

The airline had Enitally
planned to launch the Diaka

services in September with

six weekly Mights,
T the deferment, Singh
said the airline remaing

commitied 1o npnruiin;ﬁ its
esence in the enslern sector.
e said its inlernational
service flights to and from
Kathimandu  would 'I'.lelll:n
with the summer schedole,
starting the end of March
2025,
Simph, aking 1o reporiers
hﬂahﬁaﬁﬂ a."lr]i.|:: eEs
stromg BTIJ'-\'IJI p-ul:'rﬂ.iaL as
daily passenger movement in
India in Movember crossed
the 5,010,000 mark
In order 1o lap the ;;rnwll'l. it
adms o increase the fleet size
to over 100 aircraft by March
2025, up fram the existing 90.
Chver the next three years, the
et size is expected 1o grow

1o about 175, Singh said.

He also hlﬁ!l]i.ﬁhlnd that Air
Indiz Express is part of the
Adr India Group, which has
announced plans 1o acquire
A70 aircraft al the group level
in the next few years.

Sinsh said the airline’s
network  expansion  would
focus on short-hawl routes
within a 5.5-6 hour range,
and on connecti medto
cities with tier-11 and tier-111
destinations, 1o tap emerging
oppariunilied

Air India Express currently
operales 24 daily Mights from
Kaolkata, 'fr]':ich:'h-i'r'inmns:
by 10 in the sommer
schedule. The additions will
include new routes and
.I'r:ql.lzrlc'p' enhancernents o
exiding services. The aidine
alsn plans to increase its night
halt capacity in Kolkata from
seven aircrafi to gine.
Speaking aboul enhanced
onnneciIvity in the northeast,
Singh sasd the airline will
introeduce  a  new  flight
connecting Dimapur  with
Kolkata

Patna is another destination
for estpansion, the top
company official sid

He said Air India Express will
continue to strengthen ils

presence in the Gulf and
Middle East r\cginn:. while
erpmﬂ:ng inte Southeast
Asia
Mew destinations such as
Hangkok, Sing e, Vietnam
:ndﬁlduﬂbﬂna:r‘: also under
consideration.
Sinlf'- said ﬂiEhl: o Vietnam:
could start in the next
fimamcial year or the
E.Llﬂ:lwl year. The airline iz
exploring opportunities
in the C15 mnErllrI.Es.
Weekly Hight frequencies in
Kolkata and Bagdogra have
increased |.'1'|.' iz per cent.
rising [rom 168 Lt winter io
over 230, he said.
Mew direct routes [rom
Kolkata inchsde Post Blair,
lndare, and ._ﬂﬁa.rl.a]z. while

new rowted from Ba a
include Hyderabad and
al

Air India Express operates
over A00  daily flights,
connecting 36 domestic and
15 imternational destinations,
[1s fleet comprises 90 aircrafl,
including 61 Boeing 737s and
29 Adrbus A3204

The airline’s market share in
Kalkata stands ai 12 per cent,
and 24 per cent when
combined  with  parent
company Air India
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BJP backs Trinamul motion to resume
flights to European countries from city

Supportingthe motion, Leader of Oppositionin the Assembly Suvendu Adhikarisaid thattheclearance fromthe
Uniongovernmentfor direct flight operations from differentEuropean countriestoKolkataisalreadyinplace

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, 5 DECEMBER

n a rare gesture of bon-
homiebetween the ruling
and the opposition parties
in the Assembly in the
Winter Session amotion was
supported, which issupposed
to help fliers from West Bengal.

The Opposition, BJP, on
the ninth day of the Assembly
session, supported a motion
brought in by the treasury
Benches.

The motion moved by
finance minister Chandrima
Bhattacharya was regarding
resuming direct flights from
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose
International Airport in
Kolkata to different European
countries, whose operations
were suspended over a period
of time.

The proposal is in line
with chief minister Mamata
Banerjee's proposal to explore
proposals onresuming inter-
national flight services from
Kolkata, especially to brighten
international investment cli-

mate in the state.
Supporting the motion,
Leader of Opposition in the
Assembly Suvendu Adhikari
said that the clearance from
the Union government for
direct flight operations from
different European countries
to Kolkata is already in place.
“Kolkataisalready enlisted
under the World Air Services
Agreement and Open Sky
Agreement. So a fresh
approval from the Union
government in the matteris
not necessary. I will request
the state government to ini-

tiate dialogues with all con-
cerned. The state government
should also apply for an
extensionof theinternational
airport in Kolkata. If any
hurdle surfaces, we, on behalf
of BJP's Legislative team will
take up the matter with the
Union government and also
speak to the Union minister
concerned. We are over-
whelmingly supporting the
motion,” the LoP said.
Healso said that the exten-
sion of the international
airport in Kolkata is facing
hurdles because of the exis-

tence of a mazar there. He
said that ministers in the
state cabinet like Firhad
Hakim or Siddiqulla Chowd-
hury should initiate relocating
the structure.

“The state government
should initiate removing the
infrastructure bottlenecks
onthis count,” Adhikari said.

Adding further, the LoP
said, “We don’t have any
department like civil aviation
in our state, though some
states have. Snehasish
Chakraborty, the state trans-
port minister is present in

the House. It would have
beenbetterhad he introduced
the resolution. Butitis entirely
the matter of the government.
This facility is not directly
under the aegis of the Union
civil aviation ministry but
could be initiated under the
ambit of an international
treaty orrelations. Thisservice
isavailable in Delhi, Mumbai,
Hyderabad and Bengaluru
and only Kolkata does not
have such a facility till date.”

Chandrima Bhattacharya
also thanked the LoP for his
gesture.
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Plea for flights to West

SNEHAMOY
CHAKRARORTY

Calcutta: The Assembly
on Thursday unanimously
passed a motion that called
for the intervention of the
Narendrma Modl government
to ensure that international
and national airlines operate
direct flights to cities in the US
and Europe lrom Calcutta,
Finance minister Chandri-

ma Bhattacharya, who moved
the motion, spoke extensively
about how direct interna-
tional Nlights were essential
for Bengal.

She thanked the leader
of the Opposition, Suvendu
Adhikari, for supporting the
resolution and agreeing to be
part of a joint team to take up
the ssue with the civil aviation
ministry, il required, after the
state government's actions
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Aviation bill
passed after
Hindi title debate

New Delhi: Parliament on
Thursday passed the Bha-
rativa Vayuyan Vidhevak,
2024 — a bill that replaces
the Aircraft Act, 1934 — to
improve ease of doing busi-
ness in the fast-growing
aviation sector.

The bill was passed by
voice vote in Rajva Sabha
on Thursday. It was ap-
proved by Lok Sabha in the
previous session in Aug.

The debate on the bill in
RS saw the name of the legis-
lation in Hindi become a
point of heated discussion
with members of certainop-
position parties objecting to
it. BJP netas refuted the
charge, alleging that the re-
action of the opposition
members reflects their “co-
lonial mindset™.

YSRCP's 5 Niranjan Red-
dy asked govt to reconsider
the nomenclature of the bill
and said he was saying so
not because he is opposing
“Hindi imposition™ but be-
cause there is a constitu-
tional requirement. CPI's
Sandosh Kumar P also de-
manded that the title of the
bill be amended, claiming
that it is in contravention of
the Constitution. mw
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Bill to replace aircraft act passed

Move Will Improve Ease Of Doing Business In Aviation Sector

Times News NETwoRk

New Delhi: Parliament on
Thursday passed the Bharati-
va Vavuyan Vidhevalk, 2024 -
abill that replaces the Aircraft
Act, 1934 — to improve ease of
doing business in the fast
growing aviation sector.

The bill was passed by
voice vote in the Rajya Sabha
on Thursday. It was approved
by the Lok Sabha in the previ-
oussession in Aug.

The debate on the bill in
the Rajya Sabha saw the name
of the legislation in Hindi be-
come a point of heated discus-
sion with members of certain
opposition partiesobjectingto
it. BJP leaders refuted the

charge, alleging that the reac-
tion of the opposition mem-
bers reflects their ‘colonial
mindset.” YRSCP's § Niranjan
Reddy asked govt to reconsid-
er the nomenclature of the bill
and said he was saying so not
because he is opposing ‘Hindi
imposition’ but because there

ROW OVER HINDI

TITLE IN PARLIAMENT

is a constitutional require-
ment. CPI's Sandosh Kumar P
alsodemanded that the title of
the bill be amended, claiming
that it is in contravention of
the Constitution. TMC's Saga-
rika Ghose and DMK’s Kani-
mozhi NVN Somu also op-

posed the bill's name. Reply-
ing to the debate, civil aviation
minister K Rammohan Naidu
said there was no violation of
any Constitutional rule in the
change in title of the bill from
English to Hindi. He added
that it was done to "showcase
India’s heritage and culture”,

Responding to concerns of
some MPs over skyrocketing
airfares, Naidu said,
“Through the Udan scheme,
we have kind of addressed the
accessibility We are now ad-
dressing the affordability fac-
tor,"” hesaid. Naidu said under
the scheme, 609 routes were
started in eight vears. Abowt
86 regional airports have been
operationalised, of which 66

areunserved. Naidualsohigh-
lighted that govt is making the
tariff monitoring unit robust
and emphasised that airlines
have the liability to inform it
before they decide a fare for a
particular route.

He raised the issue of VAT
on fuel. Pointing that the big-
gest chunk of airfares is the
fuel price and VAT on it im-
posed by state govt, the minis-
ter said some states have re-
duced it on the Centre's re-
quest. However, Delhi, West
Bengal, and Tamil Nadu still
maintain higher VAT on avia-
tion fuel. He suggested that
MPs request these states to re-
duce VAT to give relief to pas-
SENEZers.
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