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Govt weighs delaying Adani’s
Mumbai airport shift plan

MAJOR TRANSITION. Ministry asks airlines, Adani Airports to submit firm proposal by Oct 20

L ____1
Our Bureau
New Delhi

An extension of the October
26 deadline for shifting
flights from Mumbai airport
to Navi Mumbai airport,
along with additional in-
centives for airlines, are
among the proposals being
considered to resolve the
standoff between airlines
and Adani Airports, official
sources told businessline.

The proposals were dis-
cussed at a meeting chaired
by the Civil Aviation Secret-
ary and attended by repres-
entatives of Adani Airports
Holdings (AAHL), the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAI) and the Federation of
Indian Airlines (F1A), in
cluding Air India, IndiGo
and SpiceJet.

The airlines opposed the
October 26 deadline, saying
that several passengers had
already booked tickets for
flights departing from the
Mumbai airport.

An extension of the
timeline is under considera-
tion, although a revised date
isyet to be decided.

Additional incentives

ON THE CARDS. The next meeting will be held on October 13
to firm up the plan for shifting operations from Mumbai Airport
to Navi Mumbai

were suggested to encour-
age airlines to operate from
Navi Mumbai Airport.

The discussions also
covered the higher user de-
velopment fee (UDF) at
Navi Mumbai airport, with a
proposal to levy the same
fee at both airports, sources
said.

DECISION ON UDF

The government is yet to
take a decision on a uniform
UDF. Pending a decision, a
proposal was made to reim-
burse passengers for the ad-
ditional UDF through

vouchers. Adani Airports
stated that shifting flights to
Navi Mumbai was necessary
to increase capacity.

The current condition of
Terminal 1 (Tl) at the
Mumbai airport was cited as
a reason for the shift.

Government sources said
another consultative meet-
ing is expected soon to take
forward the discussions on
the proposed transition and
the concerns raised by
airlines.

However, according to in-
dustry insiders, the Min-
istry has asked the airlines

and the airport operator to
submit a firm transition
plan by October 20 for shift-
ing operations to Navi
Mumbai International Air-
port (NMIA). They said the
Ministry proposed delaying
the transition by a few
weeks.

NEXT MEETING

The next consultation will
be held on October 13 to
firm up the plan for shifting
operations from the Mum-
bai airport to Navi Mumbai.
Another meeting will be
held by October 20.

The meeting discussed
the phased redevelopment
of Terminal 1 at Mumbai's
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport
(CSMIA) and the associated
transition of airline opera-
tions to Navi Mumbai
airport.

Additionally, Adani Air
ports outlined its prepared-
ness to handle up to five mil-
lion international
passengers annually at Navi
Mumbai, highlighting the
airport connectivity, in-
flight catering facilities, ho-
tels, lounges and other sup-
port services.
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Mumbai int’l flights
shift to NMIA put off

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

MEW DELHI: The ministry of civil
aviation (MoCA) on Tuesday
asked Mumbai airport owner
Adani Airport Holdings Ltd
(AAHL) to defer by a few weeks
its plan to shift international
flight operations from Mumbai
airport to Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport (NMIA).

Mumbai airport planned to
cut 265 weekly international
flights from Terminal 2 starting
October 25 to accommodate
domestic traffic ahead of a
phased redevelopment of Termi-
nal 1 (T1). The airlines described
the proposed relocation timeline

as “unachievable”, people aware
of the matter said, citing that the
airport owner had gone ahead
with its decision without consult-
ing the airlines. The airport is
roughly 35km away from the
Mumbai airport, which is located
in Andheri area.

The direction came at a meet-
ing chaired by civil aviation secre-
tary Samir Kumar Sinha that was
attended by representatives of
IndiGo, Air India and Akasa Air,
the Airports Authority of India
(AAT)and the Federation of Indian
Airlines (FLA). The International
Air Transport Association (IATA),
a global airlines grouping, was
also represented. —=Pg
-+AIR TRAIN AT IGI TO BE READY BY 2030, P&
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Defer international
flights’ shift to Navi

Mumbai: Ministry

Neha LM Tripathi
Bt termhindustan times com

MNEW DELHE The ministry of dvil
aviation (MoCA) on Tuesday
asked Mumbal airport owner
Adani Airport Holdings Lid
(AMAHL) to defer by a few weeks
its plan to shift international
flight operations from Mumbai
afrport o Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport (NMIA).

Mumbai alrport had planned
to cut 265 weekly international
flights from Terminal 2 (TZ)
starting October 25 to accommo-
date domestic traffic ahead of a
phased redevelopment of Termi-
nal 1 {T1). The airlines described
the proposed relocation time-
lines as “unachievable”, persons
aware of the matter said, citing
that the airport owner had gone
ahead with its decision without
consulting the alrlines.

The airport is roughly 35km
away from the Mumbal alrport,
which s located In Mumbai's
Andheri area.

The direction came at a meet-
Ing chaired by civil aviation sec-
reiary Samir Kumar Sinha that
‘was attended by ntatives
of IndiGo, Air India and Akasa
Ar, besides the Alrports Authaor-
ity of India {AAT) and the Federa-
tion of Indian Alrlines (FIA). The
International Air Transport
Association (IATA), a global
grouping of airlines, was also
represented. The meeting was
held to discuss the phased rede-
velopment of T1 at Chhatrapati
Shivaji Mahara] International
Adrport (CSMIA) and the transi-
tion of airline operations from
CSMIA to NMIA.

AAHL operates both airports.
Tl handles domestic flights and
T2 international ones, and that
the international departure slots
vacated at T2 will be used for
domestic raffic moving out of
TL

Forty six airlines operate 770
weekly international flizhts from
T2, and Mumbal International
Alrport Led (MIAL) wrote to
them earlier this month seeking
a 33% cut in international depar-
ture slots from 11.59pm on Octo-
ber 25, the start of the winter
schedule.

MIAL wrote to the airlines to
respond with their plan till 4pm
on October 6, else they would

MUMBAI AIRPORT
HAD PLANNED TO
CUT 265 WEEKLY
INTERNATIONAL
FLIGHTS FROM
TERMINAL 2 (12)
STARTING
OCTOBER 25

allocate the Mights themselves
that would be needed to move to
Navi Mumbal, according to pec-
ple aware of the matter.

People aware of the matter
said the airlines and Adani Air-
ports have been asked to submit
a firm and agreed plan for shift-
ing operations to NMIA. They
said the government has also
asked Mumbai airport o present
a preparedness plan and hold
consultations with airlines
before finalising the transition.

Anofficial said, “The civil avi-
ation ministry has asked the air-
port operator to re-engage with
all concerned stakeholders and
airlines on the transition plan,
with the objective of developing
an agreed solution.”

“The ministry has ordered
Adanl Alrponts to ensure that
stakeholder concerns and the
final solution developed with
stakeholders are submitted as
part of the airport operator's
request for the ministry’s
approval of the Major Develop-
ment Plan (MDP) for the T1 rede-
velopment,” the officlal added.
Approval of the MDP is one of
the requirements under the air-
port concession agreement for
Mumbai airport.

“The next consultation meet-
ing will take place on October 13
to discuss the transition plan for
shifting five milllon interna-
tional passengers to NMLA from
Mumbai airport,” a person
aware of the matter sald. "A
meeting to discuss the final plan
will be held on October 20,” he
said.

AAHL, FIA and IATA did not
comment on the development.

In an October 3 statement.
AAHL said reconstruction of T1
is expected to begin in January
2027, adding the redevelopment
would raise T1's capacity by 33%,
from 15 million 1o 20 million pas-
SENZErsa year,
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IGI to have ‘automated people
mover’ connecting all terminals

New Delhi, Oct. 6: Delhi
Airport expects to have
the automated people
mover (APM), a transit
system connecting all
the terminals, by 2030,
with an  estimated
investment of ¥3,500
crore, officials said on
Tuesday

The APM is part of the
airport’s 10-year master
plan till 20368, During
this period, the airport’s
annual passenger han-
dling capacity is project-
ed to rise to 125 million
and could go upto 129
million.
The APM, which is
generally a driverless
transit system that can
ferry people from one
oint to another, will
elp ease congestion in

and around the Indira
Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA), the coun-
try's busiest airport.

Operated by Delhi
International Alrport
Ltd (DIAL), the airport
has three terminals
Ti, T2 and T3 four
runways and an elevated
cross taxiway

DIAL CEQ Pradeep
Panicker on Tuesday
said the proposed inter-
terminal connectivity
through the APM is
expected to be ready by
2030 while briefing
reporters in the national
capital about the master
plan.

The APM has been
under discussion for the
past few vears, and work
is underway to finalise

its design and other ele-
ments.

The APM, which will
connect six stations, will
stretch 7.3 Kilometres,
with the travel time
between T1 and T3
expected to be around 13
minutes, the officials
said.

While T2 and T3 are
close by, T1 is a few kilo-
metres away. Currently,
passengers who want to
take a fNight from TI1
after landing at T3, or
viee versa, have to go by
road to reach either of
the terminals.

Meanwhile, DIAL is
awaiting approval from
the authorities for the
alrside transfer of pas-
sengers from T3 1o T1 by
bus. PTI
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—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

The Navi Mumbai airport is
addressing system glitches,
augmenting its staff and im-
proving its customer sup-
port for cargo operations fol-

lowing complaints from
airlines and agents.
On October 1, custom

brokers complained that the
airport lacks experienced
manpower and equipment to

handle cargo  volume.
Europe-based  Challenge
Group  suspended  its

freighter service to Navi
Mumbai after four flights
said the current operational

service at the airport does
not allow them to deliver re-
liable cargo services.

Acknowledging the con-
cerns, the airport’s head of
cargo, Suresh Nair, wrote to
custom brokers that correct-
ive measures were being
taken to reduce delays and
improve operations.

“We understand that this
transition has caused incon-
venience and difficulties to
some of you and we regret
these unintentional develop-
ments and sincerely appreci-
ate your support and co-op-
eration,” he said.

The airport said it will
provide freight forwarders
up-to-date information on

EASING OPS. The airport said it will provide freight forwarders
infarmation on flight clearances and clear timelines for delivery

flight clearances and clear
timelines for delivery. The
airport will also work with
custom house agents to en-
sure all system-related is-

suesare resolved promptly.
The airport is also aug-
m::nting its manpower with
experienced resources for
faster turnaround, said Nair.

Navi Mumbai airport to augment staff, cut cargo delays

The airport has
decided to waive
additional
demurrage being
levied post the free
period until Oct 15

ADDITIONAL WAIVER
The airport has also decided
to waive additional demur-
rage being levied post the
free period until October 15.
“While transitions of this
scale can present challenges,
our responsibility is to en-
sure that the impact is min-
imised and the experience
remains smooth,” he said.
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Delhi airport plan targets 125 m passengers by 2036

II:Dur Bureau
MNew Delhi

The national capital’s Indira
Gandhi International (IGI)
airport’s latest master plan
envisages expanding its an-
nual passenger handling ca-
pacity to around 125 million
by 2036, with a new pier at
Terminal 3 (T3) and an auto-
mated people mover (APM)
connecting terminals.

At present, the airport,
managed and operated by
Delhi International Airport
Ltd (DIAL), has an annual
passenger handling capacity
of over 100 million.

Speaking at a select media
briefing, Pradeep Panicker,
President and CEO of DIAL,
said the plan seeks to accom-
modate long-term traffic
growth while retaining flex-
ibility to adjust domestic and
international capacity.

EXPANSION

The proposed development
would retain the existing
Terminal 2 (T2), alongside
capacity enhancements at

Terminal 1 (T1) and T3.

Accordingly, T1's annual
passenger handling capacity
would rise to 45 million,
while T2 would remain at 14
million.

Further, T3 would expand
to around 66 million, com-
prising 27 million domestic
and 39 million international
passengers.

Meanwhile, Panicker in-
dicated that further modific-
ations could potentially take
the airport's overall capacity
to around 129 million
passengers.

The plan, he said, aims to
strengthen Delhi airport’s
position as an international
hub.

However, Panicker ac-
knowledged that the near-
term traffic estimate for
2026-27 could fall short of
the earlier projection, which
had been prepared before
the West Asia crisis.

CONNECTIVITY

Additionally, a key compon-
ent of the plan is the pro-
posed APM, which would
connect T1 and T3, along

TRAFFIC SURGE. The proposed development would retain the
existing T2, alongside capacity enhancements at T1and T3

with Aerocity and the cargo
area.

The system would also
provide connectivity to the
existing airport metro sta-
tion, while T2 would be ac-
cessible on foot from the sta-
tionarea.

The APM project has pre-
viously been reported to en-
tail an investment of around
13,000-4,000 crore.

Additionally, a separate
pedestrian tunnel connect-
ing the airport metro station
with T2 is under construc-
tion and is expected to be
completed shortly.

On terminal expansion,
the next major phase would
centre on the development
of Pier E at T3, with an addi-
tional annual domestic pas-
senger handling capacity of

around 12 million.

The airport plans to begin
this development in 2027,
with Panicker indicating a
construction  period of
around one-and-a-half to
two-and-a-half years.

As per the plan, Pier E
would include 12 contact
stands, along with remote
stands and associated airside
infrastructure.

The expansion would also
create additional passenger
processing facilities on the
left-hand side of T3 as pas-
sengers enter the terminal.

EIGHT LANES
Notably, the plan includes
widening the main spine
road leading to T3 and T2
from six lanes in each direc-
tion to eight, along with
changes to terminal drop-off
and arrivals pick-up areas.
Overall, the airport is
secking to increase its ap-
proved daily aircraft move-
ment capacity from 1,570 to
around 1,700 by summer
2027 through the availability
of the fourth runway and
procedural improvements.
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Aviation ministry tells MIAL to
defer Navi Mumbai shift plan

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 6 October

The Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA) on Tuesday asked the
Mumbai International Airport
Ltd (MIAL) to defer its current
transition plan, under which it
wanted to shift 265 out of 770
weekly international flights from
Mumbai airport to Navi Mumbai
airport by October 25. It also
asked the Adani group-contr-
olled airport operator toconvene
a meeting with all stakeholders
towork out a jointly agreed tran-
sition plan, sources said.

The dispute between the air-
lines and Adani group over the
proposed shift began in August,
when the MIAL started dis-
cussions on moving interna-
tional services to Navi Mumbai
as part of the redevelopment of
Mumbai airport’s Terminal 1.
The issue escalated in the recent
weeks after MIAL asked airlines
to submit transition plans by
Tuesday (October 6) and warned
that it would proceed with the
proposed shift if airlines did not
provide their inputs.

Both — MIAL as well as Navi
Mumbai International Airport
Ltd (NMIAL) — are controlled by
the Adani Airport Holdings

The Mumbai International Airport Ltd (MIAL) wanted to

shift 265 out of 770 weekly international flights from
Mumbai airport to Navi Mumbai airport by October 25

Limited (AAHL). Sources said
Tuesday's meeting in Delhi bet-
ween MoCA, MIAL, NMIAL and
airlines decided that the current
transition plans would be def-
erred. MIAL will now convene a
meeting with all stakeholders to
prepare a transition plan that
has the agreement of airlines
and other parties concerned.
The new planwill also have togo
through the required regulatory
approvals, sources said.

“MIAL subsequently
informed that a meeting with
airlines and other stakeholders
will take place on 13 October," a
source privy to the develop-

ment said.

The record of the joint stake-
holder meeting, showing airline
buy-in to the transition plan,
will form part of the Major
Development Plan (MDP)
approvals for the project. The
MDP approvals for the project
aretobegiven by MoCA, sources
said. MDP refers to the broader
development plan foranairport,
including proposed infrastruc-
ture and operational changes.

The process agreed on Tues-
day will, therefore, require
MIAL to first build stakeholder
agreement on the transition
before taking the plan through

the regulatory approval process.
The meeting in Delhi came
after airlines raised questions
overthebasis for shifting aspe-
cific 33 per centof international
services from Mumbai airport
to Navi Mumbai. MIAL had
said 2650f the 770 weekly inter-
national departure slots at Ter-
minal-2 would be temporarily
discontinued, and these flights
will be shifted to Navi Mumbai.
All international flights at
Mumbai airport currently oper-
ate from Terminal-2. According
to MIAL, around 5 million
domestic passengersa yearneed
to be shifted from Terminal-1to
Terminal-2 at the old airport,
and this is why around 33 per
centof international flights cur-
rently operating from Terminal-
2 must move to Navi Mumbai.
The Airline Operators Com-
mittee, in its communication to
Adani group on Sunday, asked
the airport operator to explain
how it arrived at the 33 per cent
figure. It wanted to know whet-
herthe calculation was based on
terminal capacity, passenger tra-
fiic, flights or slots, and sought
the methodology and capacity
assessment behind the figure.

Mare an business-standard.com
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Delhi airport
plansX7K cr

expansionin
next 10 years

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, & October

Delhi's Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport, undera new
Master Plan, will undergo a
major expansion overthe next
decadetoraiseitsannual pas-
senger handling capacity to
around 125 million from the
current 106 million, said Pra-
deep Panicker, president and
chief executive officer (CEO),
Delhi International Airport
Ltd (DIAL), on Tuesday.

Sources pegged the overall
investment in the expansion
plan at around 7,000 crore.
The plan includes terminal
expansion, additional aircraft
stands and a new automated
people mover connecting dif-
ferent terminals of the airport.
Some parts of this plan will be
implemented within the next
five years, while the rest would
be implemented by 2036.

“We are adding three
more bus gates to T1, which
will take its capacity to 45 mil-
lion. T3 will go up to around
66 million, of which 27 mil-
lion will be domestic and 39
million will be international,*
Panicker said.
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HYD AIRPORT WINS
ENERGY AWARD
FOR 8TH YEAR

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 5

The Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport in
Shamshabad has received the
“MNational Energy Leader”
award for the eighth consecu-
tive year at the CII National
Awards for Excellence in
Energy Management 2026, The
airport was also recognised as
an “Excellent Energy Efficient
Unit” for the 10th consecutive
vear at the 27th edition of the
awards.

The awards recognise organ-
isations that demonstrate
measurable progress, innova-
tion and commitment in
improving energy perform-
ance and adopting sustainable
practices

Hyderabad airport said it has
consistently focused on inte-
grating energy efficiency and
sustainability Into its opera-
tions through the use of inno-
vative technologies, energy
conservation measures,
renewable energy and effi-
cient operational practices.
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Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Thecivilaviation ministry
has asked Adani Airport Holdings
(AAHL) to defer a planned transfer of
more than a third of Mumbaiairport’s
international departures to the new
Navi Mumbai airport, said people in
the know.

The ministry also directed Adani to
submit a fresh roadmap for the redeve-
lopment of Mumbail Airport’s Termi-
nallfollowing concernsraised by airli-
nes over operational disruptions and
commercial losses, the peoplesaid.

Mumbai airportauthorities will meet
airlines on October 13 to finalise a plan
with consensus from all stakeholders
and subsequently submit it tothe mini-
stry for approval, said the people cited
above. Government officials told Ada-
ni to revisit the fransition plan before
withdrawing any international slots
from Mumbai.

MIAL, the Adani-controlled operator
of Mumbai airport, had proposed tem-
porarily withdrawing 265 of the 770 we-
eklyinternational departureslots from
Terminal 2 with effect from October 25.
Thestepisaimedatcreatingcapacityat
T2 for domestic flights displaced by the
phased redevelopment of Terminall.

The government’s decision effective-
lv puts the October 25 transition plan
on hold while stakeholders work on an

Revamp in Flux

2650t 770
weekly intl. T2
slots proposed
for withdrawal

Shift aimed to create domestic capacity
at T2 during T1 redevelopment
+

alternative roadmap. The immediate
focus will be on whether additional ca-
pacity can be created at Mumbai, whet-
her the airport redevelopment can be
executed differently, and how much in-
ternational traffic can be shifted to Na-
viMumbai without disrupting airlines
and passengers.

MIALhad asked airlines to identify by
October 6 the international services
they were willing to temporarily dis-
continue or shift to Navi Mumbai. It al-
so indicated that in the absence of airli-
ne responses, it could determine the
slots to be withdrawn based on opera-
tional requirements and planning as-

TERMINAL BUILDOUT AND ITS DISCONTENTS

Adani Told to Defer Shift of 1/3rd
Int’l Flights to Navi Mumbai

Airlines oppose 33% cut
aver operational
disruption, short

implementation timeline @R K@

i s Winter schedules
* already sold,

making shifts
difficult for airlines
Splitoperationscould ¥ _¢
raise costs and S 9
complicate v X
airline logistics ‘ e
sumptions.

Airlines had opposed the proposed
transition, questioning both the basis
for reducing international operations
in Mumbai and the short timeline for
implementing the change.

The Airline Operators Committee has
sought records of consultations on the
T1 redevelopment since 2020 and an ex-
planation for the decision to cut inter-
national flights by a third.

Airlines also contend that their win-
ter schedules have already been plan-
ned and sold, making a large-scale
change in October operationally diffi-
cult.
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Why the Standoff ?

IXI" EXPLAINER

Arindam Majumder & Forum Gandhi

New Delhi | Mumbai: Redevelopment
of Mumbal Alrport's Terminal | has trig-
gerod a standoff between airlines and
Adan] Alrports over the shifting of Inter-
national ights to the new Navi Mumbal
International Airport, Adani Airports
controls both airports,

WHAT IS THEISSUE?

Mumbai International Alrport (MIAL),
which operates Mumbal's Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International Alrport,
has decided to tempaorarily discontinue
265 of the T70 weekly international de-
partures from Terminal 2, starting Oc-
tober 25, This would affect 46 airlines
and comes as MIAL propares toshift do-
mestle operations from Terminal 1 to
Terminal 2 during its redevelopment.

WHY THE NEED TO MOVE FLIGHTS?
Mumbai airport's ageing Terminal 1 is
tlue for phased redevelopment from Ja-
nuery 2027 Tleurrently handles domes-
tie operations. Once parts of the termi-
nal are taken out of service, around 5
million passenpersa year will need tohe
accommodated elsewhere.

MIAL plans to use capacity at T2 for
displaced domestic passengers. To crea-
te that capacity, it wants international
operations at T2 to be reduced tempora-
rilw Adani Airports says the redevelop-
ment is necessary becauae of the age
and safety concerns around the 60-year-
old terminal. According toit, only about
9% of Mumbai Airport’s todal annual
passenger traffic will be temporarily af-
fected and that T1 will eventually have
Ad% more capacity after redevelopment.

WHERE DDES HAVIMUMBAI COMEINT
The obvious alternative is the new Navi
Mumbai International Airport. MIAL
asked airlines toshift partof their inter-
national operations to Navi Mumbai,
adding that the transition is temporary
and the affected operations will return
to Mumbai once T1 redevelopment is
completed.

WHY ARE AIRLINES DPPOSING ?

Airlines argue that the issue is not simp-
Iy about moving flights from one airport
to another. For an airline, shifting an in-
ternational sarviee inwolves aircraft
and erew planning, ground handling,
catering, cargn, maintenance, regulato-

ry approvals and passenger connectivi-
ty The International Air Transport As-
soctation has ralsed concerns over the-
se |ssues and described the proposed
maove as a “forced relocation”, arguing
that the transition plan was not adequa-
tely worked out with airlines.

Alrlines also argoe that Mavi Mumba-
1's infrastructure and transport system
is not adequately capable of handling

large international operations. Airlines
alsocontend that their winter schedules
have already been planned and sold, ma-
king a largescale change in October
operationally difficult. For internatio-
nalaldinesoperating limited ights ha-
ving twn bases for the same city is not
cost-effective.

Stefan Gumuseli, general manager of
Air France-KLM, said it would reduce
operational efficiency, split teams and
ground-handling arrangements, and
make it harder to manage ks long-hail
network.

D0 AIRLINES OFPOSE T1 REDEVELOPMENT?
No. Their principal objection is to the
way the reduction In inter national ope-
rations at T2 has been decided. They ha-
vequestioned thebasis forcutting inter-
national departures by roughly one
third and sought details of theairport’s
capacity calculations and records of
consultations over the T1 redevelop
ment.

MIAL says it had held consultations
withairlines since 2020 and that several
carriersaither did not participate in its
September 16 meeting or failed to sub-
mit transition plans by its Septembser 25
deardline.

HOW BIG IS THE IMPACT?
The proposed reduction affects both In-
dian and foreign carriers.

IndiGo faces the largest impact, with
Tdof its 224 weekly inter national depar-
tires from Mumbal affected. Alr India
s noxt with 33 of 100, followed by Akasa
Alr with 11 of 32 and Alr India Express
withseven of 21,

Among foreign carriers, Emirates
anl Etihad are each fcing a reduction
of 10 weekly departures. Also, the new
airport’s user developmenl fiee is hig-
her than Mumbal's, although Adani
Alrports has proposed measures Inelu-
ding cash vouchers to offset the diffe-
rence for affected passengers. MIAL
had asked airlines to identify by 4 pm
on Ociober 6 which slots they were wil-
ling to lemporarily discontinue or
shift. Otherwise, MIAL sald it might
determine the slots baged on operatio-

nal caparcity

Airlines Warn Govt of Route Cuts
Amid High Fuel Costs, Seek Relief

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Indian airlines have
cautioned the eivil aviation mini-
stry that continued high operating
costs triggerad by elevated jet fuel
prices, airspace restrictions, long-
or flight routes, additional crew
costs and A weaker rupes are put-
tingsignificant pressure on their fi-
nances and could foree them to
withdraw from several “unsustai-
nable” routes unless the govern-
ment gives timely relief,

Civil aviation minister K Rammo-
han Maidu on Tuesday said his mi-
nistry is in talks with sirlines and
oil marketing companies (OMCs)
over the steep rise in jet fuel prices
friggered by the West Asia crisis
and may prepare a price stahilisa-
tian fund. “One of the most impor-

tant things is how the West Asia eri-
sis is putting a hig burden on ATF
prices,” Naido said. "We are in dis-
cussions with airlines and OMCs,
Meanwhile, under a new master
plan, the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Afrport will undergo a ma-

jor expansion over the next deca-

de to raise its annual passenger-
handling capacity to around 125
million from the current 106 mil-
lion, Pradeep Panicker, president
and CEQ, Delhi International
Airport, said on Tuesday.

The expansion plan entails an in-
vestment of around 7,000 crore and
inclodes terminal expansion, addi-
tional aircraft stands amd 8 new au-
tomated people mover toconnect dif-
ferent terminals. Parts of the plan
will be-implemented over the next fi-
ve years, with the remaining work
axpected to be complated by 2006,
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T’S BREWING IN MOCHA?
Houthis Deny Losses, Claim Riyadh Airport Attack

Aramco refinery reportedly hit; more than 270 govt troops, rebel fighters killed in a day

Yemen's Houthisclaimed anattack
on the Saudi capital’s main airport
and on Tuesday denied being pus-
hed back by government forces,
who have launched a major opera-
tion to recapture lost territory.

The Houthi statements come as
Yemen's military said it had remo-
ved the pro-Iran group from areas
around the Bab al-Mandab strait, a
Red Sea chokepoint, and the port
city of Mocha.

Fighting across Yemen has killed
more than 270 government troops
and Iran-backed Houthi fighters
over the past day, sources on both
sides told AFP on Tuesday.

Government sources told AFP on
condition of anonymity that 115
troops had died over the past 24 ho-
urs, and that dozens of others were
wounded in fighting, and by Hout-
himissile and drone attacks.

Houthi military sources mean-
while told AFP that they had lost
160 fighters over the past day, main-
ly in Saudi strikes on areas under
their control.

The focus of the violence is on so-
uthwest Yemen, around the Babal-
Mandab strait that is crucial to glo-

Flhlmannfmnfmmrintm Enl'l.ﬂ!l:t | AFP

bal energy flows.

Claims by both sides in Yemen ha-

vebeen impossible toindependent-
Iy verify, with the situation on the
ground moving fast and access for
journalists difficult.

After a four-vear ceasefire, Ye-
men's long-running conflict has re-
ignited during the Middle East
war, which hasroiled world energy
markets and snarled trade routes.

Houthi military spokesman Ya-

hya Saree said the group still held
all territory seized last month
when they swept through coastal
areasalongtheRed Seaoil-and-car-
goroute.

On Monday, the Houthis said they
had struck Rivadh airportand are-
finery belonging to Saudi state oil
giant Aramco. Rivadh's King Kha-
lid International Airport is facing
frequent temporary closures of its
airspace, according to tracking

website Flightradar24.

On Tuesday, Saudi's civil aviation
authority said at least three people
were wounded in attacks on Jazan
and Najran airports near the Ye-
men border a day earlier.

Saudi Arabia, the main backer of
the Yemeni government, has been
providing air support for the coun-
ter-offensive launched by govern-
ment forces.

'MOCHA IS AWAR ZONE'
Government forces claimed late
Monday that they had achieved
“victories on several fronts”. But
military sources with the govern-
ment refrained from confirming
Mocha's recapture, only saying
thevhadcut the one supplv route to
the area.

They also said they expelled the
Houthis from several areas in Taiz
in the southwest, where fighting
has surged in recent days.

Mohammed, a 33-year-old charity
worker who fled from Mocha to
Aden, said, “Life in Mocha has co-
me toa complete standstill —there
is no movement at all. The city has
become a war zone,” hesaid. AFP
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TEM PORARY
TRUCE

Why international ﬂlghts want to
keep their Mumbai airport slots

The Centre on Tuesday stepped in to resolve the impasse between
airlines and Adani Airport Holdings over the proposed shifting of
international flights from Mumbai's Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport (CSMIA) to Navi Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA). Nitin Kumar explains what led to the dispute

@ Why is redevelopment needed at CSMIA?

T1IS MEARLY 60 years old and MIAL says
its redevelopment cannot be delayed on
safety grounds, While around 5 million
passengersa yearwill be temporarily
affected, the redeveloped terminal will
increase capacity from 15 million to 20
million passengers annually.

The key question iswhy international
flights are being asked to make way rather

than shifting domestic operations from T1

t0 Navi Mumbai. Experts sayit is easierto
shift a few hundred international flights
than thousands of domestic flights and

millions of passengers to a new airport.

@ Whydon’tairlines
want to shift?

AIRLINES SUPPORT THE redevelopment
but say this does not mean they have
agreed to surrender established
international slots. The Airline
Operators Committee — Mumbai has
soughtthe technical basis forthe
proposed reduction, including MIAL's
capacity assessment and demand-
capacity analysis. Carriers also say their
winter 2026-27 schedules, aircraft
deployment and passenger bookings
are largely finalised.

There is also the commercial
concern. NMIA's scheduled departures
fell 329% froma peak of 2,204 in Mayto
1,497 in September. IndiGo cut
departures 308 over the same period,
while Akasa Airreduced them 75%.

The International Air Transport
Association (IATA) has opposed what it
calls*forced relocation’, saying any shift
should bevoluntary.

e Whyis NMIAnota
greatalternative?

AIRLIMES MAKING THE shiftwould
have to make arrangements for
ground handling, maintenance and
cargo. Foreign carriers may also
require approvals from their global
teams. NMIA's smaller network limits
connecting trafficand its wider
transport ecosystem is still
developing. Again,an international
passenger departing from NMIA pays
¥1,225 as User Development Fee,
compared with 615 at CSMIA.
AAHL has proposed cash vouchers to
offset the difference and a 10094
waiver on landing charges for new
international flights.

@ How can Adani

Airport Holdings
benefit from this?

FOR AAHL, THE shift offers an
immediate operational benefit and also
along-term advantage. It would ease
pressure on CSMIA, which operateswith
asingle runway and has aircraft move-
ment capacity of around 46 movements
per hour, with efforts toraise thisto
52-35.Atemporary relocation could
also help NMIA establish an operating
base forairlines. Once carriers invest in
ground-handling, maintenance,crew
deployment and passengerdistribution
at the airport, some mayfind it benefi-
cial to retain operations there. This could
help AAHL build a more durable traffic
baseat NMIA and accelerate Mumbai's
two-airport system.

MIALhas said consultations with
airlines onT1 redevelopment have been
going on since 2020. It maintains that
the relocation is temporaryand
historical Mumbai slots will be restored,
along with additional slots, after
redevelopment. It says about 91% of
CSMIA's passenger trafficwill remain
unaffected during the first phase.

AAHLalso told the government on
Tuesday that NMIA can handle up to
5 million international passengers
annually and highlighted its
connectivity,catering facilities, hotels
and lounges.

o What’s next?

THE OCTOBER 13 meeting will give the
affected airlines and AAHL an
opportunity to resolve theirdifferences
and reach an agreement. Theywill then
submit their proposals to the ministry,
withanother meeting expected

on October 20.



AIRPUH ISAUT HUF’H “i’ OF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS

DELHT

7 OCTOBER 2026

Airlines get more time
for Navi Mumbai shift

NITIN KUMAR m when carriers
New Delhi, raised concerns
October 6 GSF‘FTF:%LACL;G over the cost and

AIRLINESOVER  Operationalimplica-
DOMESTIC  AIR- tions of moving to

ATF PRICES Vi3
LINES WILL get NMIA within the
more time to shift SAGE & proposed  time-
their international EXPLAINER:WHY frame. Airlines
operations from INTERNATIONAL  pointed out that
Mumbai's Chhatrap- CARRIERSWANT ¢k 3 transition
ati Shivaji Maharaj JOKEEPTHER " would require
3 : MUMBAI SLD‘I"S ;

International Air- greater  planning
port (CSMIA) to Navi PAGE 9 and clarity on the
Mumbai Interna- commercial terms

tional Airport (NMIA),with the
government deciding against
discontinuing their existing
Mumbai slots from October
25, sources said.

The decision follows a
meeting between airlines, air-
portoperatorand the Ministry
of Civil Aviation on Tuesday,

before they could commit to
the transition. The carriers will
hold further discussions with
Adani Airport Holdings
(AAHL), which operates both
airports, on the terms of the
proposed move.

Continued on Page 7

Airlines get more time for Navi Mumbai shift

THEY WILL SUBSEQUENTLY
submit their proposals to the
ministry, which will use the
inputs to firm up the transition
plan.*Theairlines were firm that
shifting to Navi Mumbai at this
stageis not possible.Suchatran-
sition takes time and requires
strategic thinking. Airlines can-
not make the move without
properduediligenceand aclear
understanding of thetermsand
conditions. The airlines will
negotiate the conditions with
Adani next week and submit
their proposals to the ministry,”

asourcesaid. Thenext consulta-
tion between airlines and the
airport operatoris scheduled for
October 13 at CSMIA. The dis-
cussions are expected to focus
ontheoperationaland financial
concerns raised by carriers,
including the additional costs
associated with shifting flights
and the impact on passenger
demand.

A further meeting is
expected around October 20 to
consider the transition plan
based on the outcome of the
October 13 discussions. One

proposal underconsideration is
for NMIA to reimburse passen-
gersforacertain period to offset
the inconvenience caused by
shifting international opera-
tions. The details of the mecha-
nism areyet tobe finalised.
The transition is being
plannedagainst the backdrop of
the phased redevelopment of
Terminal 1 at CSMIA.The rede-
velopment is expected to
increase the terminal’s annual
passenger-handling capacity
from 15 million to 20 million
passengers. The government

wants to facilitate the redevel-
opment while ensuring that
shifting operations does not
cause significant disruption to
passengers or impose an unvi-
able cost burden onairlines.
Under the proposed arrange-
ment, NMIA is eventually
expected to handle up to 5 mil-
lion international passengers
annually transferred from
Mumbai airport. Major domes-
ticaarriers,including IndiGo,Air
India and Akasa Air, have been
discussing the transition with
the airport operator for around

18 months. Airlines, however,
haveraised concerns overhigher
operating costs, connectivity
and the possible impact on pas-
senger demand after the shift.
Airportchargesareanothercon-
sideration, with NMIA's higher
user development fee (UDF)
emerging as a particular con-
cern.Aninternational departing
passenger pays ¥1,225 at NMIA
compared with ¥615 at CSMIA,

AAHL has proposed cash
voucherstooffset the difference
in UDF for passengers, besides a
100%waiveroflandingcharges

fornewinternational flights. The
decision on the UDF at NMIAis
also pending with the ministry.
During Tuesday’s meeting,
AAHL said NMIA had the infra-
structure to handle up to 5 mil-
lion international passengers
annually and highlighted its
connectivity and supporting
facilities, including inflight
catering, hotels, lounges and
other passenger amenities.
Representatives of AAHL,
AATL the Federation of Indian
Airlines and domestic airlines
attended the meeting.
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SURAT

Surat Airport expands
use of renewable energy

Surat International Alrp-
ort has expanded its use
of renewable energy thr-
ough soclar power genera-
tion and procurement of
green electricity, along
with measures to reuse
treated wastewater The
airport has installed two
solar photovoltaic (PV)
plants with a combined
capacity of 140 kWp. The
plante generate about
533 units of electricity a
day. amounting to appro-
ximately 17000 units a
month.-The solar installa-
tions reduce the airport's
electricity expenditure
by around 21.26 lakh per
month, according to the
information provided by
the airport authorities. T-
he airportis also procuri-
ng green electricity from
the distribution compa-
ny (DISCOM) under Guja-
rat’s green tariff mecha-
niem. It pays an addition-
al ¥0.80 per unit for green
power, with the airport's
electricity requirement
being met through green
energy under the arrang-
ement.
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Aviation boom: Airport at every
150 km, airstrip every 75 km

State plans
permanent
helipad in all
230 Assembly
constituencies

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

The state government plans to
have airport at every 150 km,
airstrip at every 75 km and
helipad at every 45 km, an avi-
ation department stated on
Monday. The state has eight
agirportsin eight cities, namely,
Indore, Bhopal, Jlbulpuj
Gwalior, Khajuraho, Rewa,
Satna. The number of airports
will increase to 10 as devel-
opment work of Ujjain and
Shivpuri airport is underway.
International connectivity has
expanded with direct flights
from Indore to Dubai and Abu
Dhabi. The state over 20 ajr-
strips and 220 helipads. The

A view of Dhana airstrip in Sagar district

state government aims to have
permanent helipad in all 230
Assembly constituencies.

Approval underway
for five airports

The central government is
processing approval for five
new airports with priority
being given to Singrauli. Under
UDAN scheme, 10 existing air-
strips are proposed to be devel-
oped as airports. They are
Singrauli, Sagar, Neemuch,

Chhindwara, Mandla,
Khandwa, Ratlam, Mandsaur,
Umaria and Shahdol.

Delivery of jet
plane Challenger
3500 on cards

State government is all set to
receive new jet plane Chal-
lenger 3500 soon. It will reduce
government s monthly air travel
expenditure to one-third of the
current level and will endits de-
pendence on charter plane,

Datana Matana
airport for
Simhastha 2028

Datana Matana airport in
Ujjain is being developed
under Regional Connectivity
Scheme UDAN 5.2. It will have
runway of 1,800 metres in in-
itial phase, which can be
further extended to 2700
metres. It will play an impor-
tant role in religious tourism
during Simhastha.
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[Long-awaited air train at IGI
airport to be ready by 2030

Neha LM Tripathi
neha tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) airport’s
much-awaited Automated Peo-
ple Mover (APM), an air train
that will connect Terminals 1
and 3 with Aerocity, the airport
metro station, and the cargo
area, is expected to be ready by
2030, with construction set to
begin next year, airport officials
said on Tuesday.

“The 7.3km system, planned
as part of a larger expansion of
Indira Gandhi International Air-
port (IGIA) to meet rising pas-
senger demand through 2036,"
said Delhi International Airport
Ltd {DIAL) chief executive offi-
cer (CEO) Pradeep Panicker.

It will have six stations and is
expected to carry 55,000 pas-
sengers in its opening year and
up to 85,000 passengers a day
“at saturation”, said Panicker.
“The design work for the APM is
underway and a consultant has
already been appointed. A con-
nectivity team is working on the
project, with the design cur-
rently under finalisation. A ven-
dor will be brought on board
before construction begins.
Once work starts, the project is
expected to take around 30
months.”

The APM will come up at an
estimated cost of ¥3,500 crore.

According to DIAL's latest
Master Plan that was recently
submitted to the civil aviation

Construction to hegin nextyear

¥

WHAT IS AN AIR TRAIN?

An Automated People Mover (APM) is a
driverless shuttle designed to mave
passengers between different parts of

a large airport. Dethi's 73km system

will connect T1, T3, Aerocity/airport

Metro station and the cargo area.

ministry, the APM will have an
elevated section of 5.3km and an
at-grade section (at ground-
level) of Zkm. As per the plan,
the system is expected to oper-
ate at a frequency of one train
every 10 minutes, with a travel
time of around 13 minutes.

The airport CEO said that the
APM would provide a seamless
connection with the existing air-
port metro network at Aerocity
and would be located adjacent
to the metro station rather than
offering a direct platform-to-
platform connection, with the
aim of making the transfer as
seamless as possible.

HOW WILL IT WORK?

The system will have 53km
of elevated track and 2km at
ground level. It is expected
to carry 55,000 passengers
a day initially, rising to
85,000 at saturation.

To be sure, Aerocity is also
expected to have connectivity to
other metros including the
under construction Golden Line
and a proposed RRTS (Sarai
Kale Khan to Alwar) expected to
have a halt in Aerocity.

The Master Plan for 2036
estimates that the airport will
handle around 129 million pas-
sengers annually after account-
ing for the impact of the newly
opened Noida International Air-
port (NIA) in Jewar. The wider
Delhi-NCR airport system is
projected to handle around 160
million passengers a year by
2036.

“The forecast was prepared
using historical traffic trends,
economic growth, market anal-
ysis and airline fleet orders,”
Panicker said, adding that the
plan takes into account changes
in the regional aviation land-
scape, including the develop-
ment of NIA and the opening of
Hindon airport for commercial
operations.

The Master Plan also
includes a series of terminal,
airside and road infrastructure
expansions to meet demand
expected over the next decade.
Panicker said passenger
demand at Delhi airport is pro-
jected to reach 107 million by
2030 and the airport is expected
to have the capacity to handle
about 121 million passengers by
then, providing capacity ahead
of projected demand.

The proposed terminal
expansion includes a new Pier E
at Terminal 3 for domestic pas-
sengers, additional check-in
counters and an extension of
the arrival baggage reclaim
belts.

“DIAL also plans to widen the
Terminal 3 departure and
arrival forecourts, increasing
the number of departure drop-
off lanes from three to five and
arrival pick-up lanes from four
to six,” the CEO said.

According to the demand,
Terminal I's annual capacity is
expected to rise from 42 million
to 45 million passengers, while
Terminal 3's capacity would

increase to 66 million passen-
gers, including 27 million
domestic and 39 million inter-
national passengers. Terminal
2's capacity will remain
unchanged at 14 million passen-
EEers a year.

Delhi airport’s daily aircraft
movement capacity will also
imprave to 2,100 by 2036, from
the current approved capacity of
1,570.

“DIAL is already working
with airport authorities on
measures that could initially
take the capacity to around
1,700 movements a day. How-
ever, currently, due to various
geopolitical issues, the current
movements are around 1450 per
day,” Panicker said.

“This longer term increase,
however, would require
changes in procedures, training,
airspace management and auto-
mation. DIAL is also looking at
increasing peak hour capacity
from around 92 aircraft move-
ments to about 110,” he said.

The airport chief said that a
pedestrian tunnel connecting
Terminal 2 to the airport metro
station is already under con-
struction and is expected to be
completed soon.

The airport’s cargo traffic is
projected to reach 1.7 million
tonnes annually by 2036. DIALs
plan includes provisions for
expanding cargo-related facili-
ties, while the operator said the
existing carzo zone has capacity
for about 1.8 million tonnes.
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Govt. steps in to stop
Adani’s MIAL slot cuts

The civil aviation ministry’s intervention effectively puts the proposed

international slot cuts on hold while seeking a workable transition plan

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

he Ministry of Civil
T Aviation has
stepped in to pause

Adani Airports’ proposed
reduction in international
flight operations at Mum-
bai’s Terminal 2, giving air-
lines and the airport opera-
tor until October 20 to
finalise a transition plan
for the redevelopment of
Terminal 1.

The intervention follows
strong opposition from air-
lines to Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport Ltd.’s (MIAL)
plan to cut 265 of Terminal
2’s 770 weekly internation-
al departure slots from Oc-
tober 26. The proposed re-
duction, equivalent to
about 34% of international
departure slots, would af-
fect 46 carriers. IndiGo fac-
es 74 slot cuts, Air India 33,

Turbulent skies: Airlines argued that the proposed timelines were
too aggressive and operationally difficult to implement. REUTERS

and Emirates and Etihad
Airways 10 each.

MIAL said the cuts are
necessary to free up Termi-
nal 2 facilities, including
check-in counters, baggage
belts, gates and office
space, for domestic opera-
tions shifting from Termi-
nal 1 during its phased re-
development. The move is
aimed at accommodating
around five million addi-
tional passengers annually.

Airlines, however, have
argued that the proposed
timelines are too aggres-
sive and operationally diffi-
cult to implement.

The ministry has now
asked Adani Airports, air-
lines and other stakehol-
ders to reconvene and
work out an “agreeable”
and “win-win” transition
plan. Adani Airports has
called a fresh stakeholder
meeting on October 13.
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Comingin 2030,7-km
train line to connect
IGIA Terminal1 with 3

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, October 6

AT DELHTS Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport, getting
from Terminal 1 to Terminal 3
can mean a 15-20 minute road
journey - longer during peak
hours or VIP movements — de-
spite both being part of the
same alrport.

By 2030, that journey could
be made by train.

Delhi International Alrport
Limited (DIAL). the airport op-
erator, is planning a 7.3-kim
automated people mover
{APM) or Inter-terminal rapid
rall system that will connect
Terminal 1 with Terminal 3,
with stops at Aerocity and the
alrport’s cargo area.

The proposed system is es-
timated tocost around Rs 3,500
crore, bringing IGI — the
country's largest airport with
three passenger terminals and
four runways — at par with
some of the leading global air-
ports where passengers can
move swifily between ter-
minals using driverless trains.

DIAL CEQ Pradeep Pan-
icker on Tuesday expressed
confidence that the intra-air-
port transit system would be
ready by 2030, adding that its
design and other modalities are
under finallsation.

The APM system will be 7.3
km in length, and will have six
stations— Terminal 1 station,
three stations at various loca-
tions in Aerocity, a cargo area

station, and Terminal 3 station,
which will also serve
Terminal 2.

As per Panicker, APM sta-
tlons for Terminal 1 and Ter-
minal 3, and one of its Aerocity
stations will be built adjacent to
existingstations of Delhi Metro
lines, which would allow pas-
sengersand those working at
the airport the option to
transfer between the APM and
Delhi Metro almost seamlessly.

Whilethe APM islikelytobe
free for passengers transiting
between terminals to catch
connecting flights, DIAL is vet
to take a call on whether the

« Airporttrafficsettorise
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non-passenger Aders will have
to pay forusing the system.

Panicker saidthe AMP track
willbe elevated for 5.3 ki, and
at grade forthe remaining 2 ko
The total travel tme between
Terminal 1and 3willbe 13min-
utes, and DIAL plans to run
APM trains at a 10-minute fre-
gquency. It estimates the initial
daily ridership on the APM to
be 55,000, expecting it to event-
ually rise to 85,000,

The APM, which hasbeenin
planning for years, is part of
IGIAs proposed Master Plan till
2036, when the alrport expects
to have a passenger handling
capacity of 125 million per year,
which could be further in-
creased to 129 milllon. 1GIA's
current passenger handling ca-
pacity stands at 106 million per
year. The plan has been sub-
mitted to the government for
stakeholder consultations,
said DIAL.

As per the Operation, Man-
agement and Development
Agreement (OMDA) forthe air-
port. the master plan is
required to be updated every
10vears.

Speaking on other facets of

the new 10-year Master Plan,
Panicker said that Terminal 1's
capacitywillbe increased to 45
million passengers per annum
from the current 42 million,
while Terminal 2's capacity will
remain stableat 14 million pas-
senpers. Both the terminals will
continue to cater only to
domestic airlines.

IGIA's largest terminal —
Terminal 3 —will also see sig-
nificant capaclty augmenta-
tion. Its domestic passenger
handling capacity is expected
to rise to 27 million from the
current 19 million, while inter-
national passenger capacity
willgoup to 39 million per year
from the prevailing 31 million.

Panicker said a new pier is
planned tobe builtat Terminal
3 to boost its capacity, which
will take the total number of
piers at the terminal to five. The
new pler and related works
under the Master Plan are ex-
pected to cost about Rs 2,500
crore, as per DIAL's estimates.

Other capacity expansion
works proposed include addi-
tlonal check-In counters, secur-
ity screening machines, and
parking stands.
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Govt defers Adani's Mumbai
airport flight transfer plans

The Centre has given airlines and Adani Airport more time to agree

abmshek lysiidvemint com
REW DELHI

b ebvilavition ministry has
put on hobd Adand-owned
Mumrbai ooty adrport's plan to
shift athird of internarional
igghes tes thenew Bacility ot
sidle thee city. The pause gives airlines
amil the operator more time Lo reach a
cnnsensus on managing traflfic when
the existing terminal undergoes
redsuni Ik next vear
Mumbai latery Airport Lid
(MUIALL, & joint venture between Adani
Alrpaort Hobdings Ltd and the Airpons
wity of India, had proposed that
w mmove 265 of their 770
weekly international Mights 1o Navi
Mumbai Abrport starting 25 Octobser
Althouigh most sirines disgreed, they
wore given unt il 4 pm on G Octobser o
sstabarnabt £ he Dsst ol Tizhots b b e 1o
e second Adani-owned airpor.
However, duringa 90-minute meet-
ing on Tuesday afternoon chaired by
nnl aviation secretary Samir Kiomar
ni representatives, the
thonal Air Transport Associa-
ll.nllll'. AJ, Adani Adrport executives
sl ot herstaliebolders sgreed (o pause
e Migghnt reebocation pilan, mecordimg o
o execulives,
“The stakeholder concems and
the fimal agereed solution will have
1o i submitted along witl

Adani Alrport must submit & consensus plan with arlines and other stakeholders

to the ministry after 13 October

executive. Adand Alrpesre st revert b
theministry with a plan approved by all
parties. including airlines, aller 15
Cetober, A notice from the office of
Mumbiah adrport's chiefabrport idioer,
soen by Mind, satd the meeting wouild

\|r|mr1 srequest o the 1Bnenai:'u stars ADANI 2ays the shift
s in Jan, with nps.nc Is temparary, and

chvil aviation for approval of its !hmm.nm-;i the fight tirnings will

major developiment Mu:-’\lL_ll".l[U[ international thghts  be restared after

the redevelopment of Terminnd 1" 10 Mavi Mumba Terminal 115 rebusit

o O these executives iokd Mint

Irtesrrustionmd Adrport (NMLAY, about 50
km away, the second person said. Both
abrports are managed by Adani Alrport
Holdings Lid iAAHL)L

Addand Alrport and the clvil aviation
mibnistry didl not respotsd (o Mind s que-

AIRLINE PUSHBACK

MAYI Mumbal offers
Incermtives, including
walved landing fees

and cash vouchers,

1o offsal charges

AIRLIMES and |ATA
say deadlines are

readies transport

Lo tight, while Adani
and ground services

on flight transition plans

e b NMIA,

Abrlinves support the rebutlding bin
disagres with the cut in international
Mighis. The Aldine Operators Commit
te - Memand s et e the tech-
el and practical reasons for the 33%
reduction. It has asked for detailed
studies on capacity, demand. and
planmied improvermenis s Terminal 2
\irlines say iheir sppord for rebaild
ing Terminal | should not beseenasan
igreement Do e e or oy e inderme-
tiomnal Might times already planned for
e winte silube,

Ackani Adrport says the move (s tem-
porary and necessary for rebuibding.
o it will bring back old flight rimes
withextracapacity onee the new ferml-
il g Tt says akwoud S0% ol passen
ger iraflic will stay the same, with
aronnd five SIS, or 5%
of anmnigal trallic warily moved.

Thee redwailt Terminal | s epectod fo
hanme lee 2200 mbllon passemggens o year,
b Lhired mrore Uim it does now. Mum
bai airport handled abowt 38 million
domestic and more than 16 million
international passengers in FY26.

Tomake the move ensier, NMIA i=
watlvimg lancing Fees for new interna-
tional Rights, [t also plans (o give cash
vouchers tocoverthe difference inuser
Frarss Betwieen the two adrpsort s,

\ll'lllll“‘ say theseoffers do ot salve
in concern: the cut in
International Mights and the rea-
sones for moving MNights
A Tmeselary s e

Nl Mumbai, incliding transpornt
connections and food services, Cne
sermmand bl ber is alresdy working,

The MU isstill awabting ministry
approval,

The ministry has asked Adani Air-
ot part of Adani Enterprises Lid, 1o
et agnin with all parties invalved and
ereate a transition plan that everyone
agirees oft, actording ro the second

talk about the *next steps” following
Tuesday's meeting

e mindstry abso told the opertor
o gt U regquired official approvals
before starting the redevelopment or
moving any flights 1o Navi Mumbai

ries emamibed on Tuesday evening,

MIAL plans tostnrt rebibding Ter-
ki 1B in January 2027, Under the
ok, dlesrmesstie Mights from Terminal |
wotbd mmeeve (o Terminal 2, and some of
Mumibsad's internatiomil flights would

and talks with a secomd are ongo
ing. Howeve nes amd TATA told
the ministry that the corrent deadlines
were 1oo Light to meet, the peajple
present said.
Far an eviended version of this siory,
go o livemint.com.
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EXPECTED TO SERVE 55K PASSENGERS DAILY IN OPENING YR

Rs 3,500-crore APM planned to
connect Delhi Airport terminals

OUR CORRESPONDENT
New Delhi, October 6

Delhi airport expects to
have the Automated People
Mover (APM) or the transit
system connecting all the
terminals by 2030, with an
estimated investment of Rs
3,500 crore, officials said on
Tuesday.

The APM is part of the
airport’s ten-year master
plan till 2036 and during this
period, the overall annual
passenger handling capac-
ity is projected to rise to 125
million, which can even go
up to 129 million.

APM, which is generally a
driverless transit system that
can ferry people from one
point to another, will help in
easing the congestion in and

LQ ] roio s

| APM IS GENER-
ALLY A DRIVERLESS
TRANSIT SYSTEM
THAT CAN FERRY
PEOPLE FROM ONE
POINT TO ANOTHER

around the Indira Gandhi
International Airport (1GLA),
which is also the country’s
busiest airport.

Operated by Delhi Inter-
national Airport Led (DLAL),
the airport has three termi-
nals - T1, T2 and T3 - and
four runways as well as an
elevated cross taxiway.

DIAL CEO Pradeep Pan-
icker on Tuesday said the
proposed  inter-terminal

connectivity through APM
is expected to be ready by
2030, briefing reporters in
the national capital about
the master plan.

The idea of APM has been
in discussions for the past
few years and the work is
in progress in terms of final-
ising the design and other
elements. Officials said
APM would be set up with
an investment of around Rs

3,500 crore.

The APM, which will con-
nect six stations, will stretch
7.3 kilometres and the travel
time between T1 and T3 will
be around 13 minutes, the
officials said.

While T2 and T3 are close
by, T1is a few kilometres
away and currently, passen-
gers who want to take a flight
from T1 after landing at T3
or vice versa have to go by

road to reach either of the
terminals. Meanwhile, DIAL
is awaiting approval from the
authorities for airside trans-
fer of passengers from T3 to
T1 by bus.

Apart from the three pas-
senger terminals, the APM
will also connect the cargo
terminal and Aerocity, and
through one of the stations,
pecple can connect with
the Delhi Metro lines. They
also said the APM is pro-
jected to have a ridership
of 55,000 people per day in
the opening year. A decision
on charges for non-flyers
using the APM is pending.
DIAL plans to raise airport
capacity to 125 million pas-
sengers, including 86 mil-
lion domestic and 39 million
international.
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Swiss Prez reviews
Noida Int’l Airport

DIPIKA KIROLA
Grreater Noida, Octaber 6

Swiss President Guy Par-
melin on Tuesday visited

Moida International Air- |

port in Jewar, reviewing
its infrastructure, cargo
facilities and operational
plans during a nearly two-
hour visit.

Parmelin arrived
around 1pm with a high-
level delegation and
inspected the cargo ter-
minal and other key facil-
ities. Officials briefed
the delegation on the
airport’s development,
proposed  operations,
passenger facilities and

expansion plans.
Discussions also cov-
ered potential interna-
tional air connectivity
between Zurich Airport
and Noida International
Alrport, officials said.
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Mumbai Airport int’l flight: Govt asks Adani
Airports, airlines to work on transition plan

AGENCIES
New Delhi. October 6

The civil aviation minis-
try on Tuesday suggested
delaying by a few weeks
the proposed partial shift-
ing of international flights
from Mumbai airport to
Navi Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA), with stake-
holders to finalise a transi-
tion plan, sources said.
Civil Aviation Secre-
tary Samir Kumar Sinha
chaired a meeting with
airlines, Adani Airport
Holdings Lid (AAHL), Fed-
eration of Indian Airlines,
IATA and Airports Author-

ity of India, among oth-
ers. AAHL operates both
airports.

AAHL has asked airlines
to cut 33 per cent of inter-
national flights from Mum-
bai or discontinue them by
October 25, citing the rede-
velopment of Terminal 1.
Adrlines have opposed the
proposal.

Sinha asked airlines and
AAHL to work on a firm
transition plan. They will
meet on October 13, fol-
lowed by another meeting
on October 20 to finalise
the plan.

AAHL told the meeting
that NMIA was prepared

to handle up to 5 mil-
lion international passen-
gers annually, supported
by connectivity, catering,
hotels, lounges and other
infrastructure.

Airlines said the min-
istry asked AAHL to re-
engage stakeholders and
submit the agreed tran-
sition plan as part of its
request for approval of
the Major Development
Plan {(MDP) for T1 redevel-
opment. MDP approval is
required under the Mum-
bai airport concession
agreement.

AAHL had said on Octo-
ber 3 that 91 per cent of

Mumbai airport’s passen-
ger trafhe would remain
unaffected during T1 rede-
velopment. Work is sched-
uled to begin in January
2027, raising Tl capacity
by 33 per cent to 20 mppa
from 15 mppa.

MIAL has asked 46 air-
lines to cut international
departure slots by 33 per
cent from 11.59 pm on
October 25. Of 770 weekly
international flights from
T2, 265 weekly overseas
services are proposed to
be temporarily discontin-
ved. The vacated slots will
facilitate domestic traffic
shifting from T1.
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Adani Airport launches Swirl Transit
Hotel at Navi Mumbai Int’l Airport

MPOST BUREAU
Navi Mumbai, October 6

Adani Airport Holdings
Ltd (AAHL), India’s larg-
est private airport opera-
tor, has launched Swirl
Transit Hotel, an 80-room
transit hotel at Navi Mum-
bai International Airport
(NMIA), offering travellers
accommodation for rest-
ing, refreshing or working
within the airport.
Located on the Arriv-
als Level of Terminal 1, the
two-floor hotel caters to
passengers with long lay-
overs, early departures,

late arrivals and short-stay
requirements. Guests can
choose four-hour or over-
night stays, with access to
showers, dining and hotel
services.

Suchit Bansal, CED, Non-
Aero Business, AAHL, said
the facility brings accom-
maodation into the airport
environment, offering trav-
ellers flexibility between
flights. He said AAHL sees
an opportunity to take the
proposition to other air-
ports across its network.

NMILA commenced com-
mercial operations on 25
December 2025 and began

global operations on july
29, 2026 with its first inter-
national flight to Abu Dhabi.

The hotel has 80 rooms
across six categories, rang-
ing from 130 sq. ft to 410
sq. ft & offers Wi-Fi, smart
televisions, workstations,
electronic safes, dining and
housekeeping services.

AAHL plans to introduce
the Swirl concept at Lok-
priya Gopinath Bardoloi
International Airport zin
Guwahati, where a 2l-room
property is planned.

It will offer hourly and
overnight stays, dining &
hospitality services.
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SUVENDU SEEKS FLIGHTS FROM KOLKATA TO MAJOR EUROPEAN CITIES

Bengal to get 4 new airports
in 2 years, Centre inks MoU

DEBASHIS KONAR
Kolkata, October 5

West Bengal is all set for
a major expansion of its
aviation network, with the
Centre and state govern-
ment signing an MoU on
Monday to develop four
new full-fledged airports
within the next two years,
Union Civil Aviation min-
ister K Ram Mohan Naidu
said at Nabanna.

The proposed projects
include civil enclaves at
Hasimara and Kalaikunda,
expansion of Balurghat air-
port and construction of a
new airport in Purulia.

The Centre has also
placed Bengal among
the priority states under
the revamped UDAN 2.0
scheme, under which 100
new airports are proposed
to be developed across
the country over the next
decade.

THE NARRATIVE

» Centre a; I?n si :dd aln Mol to
develop four full- airports
within two years, Union I‘.MTA\'laﬂnn
minister K Ram Mohan Naidu said

+ The projects include civil enclaves at
Hasimara and Kalalkunda, expansion of

Balurghat airport and a mirpurth Purulia
® Ilanqwllmsuhm placed amunui" e

which envi 1nnmah'||mslcms
the um‘h';msﬂumtdeude

» The 2,700-metre Kalaikunda runway
can handle Bueinﬂn:.r and Airbus A320
aircraft, potentially enabling regular
commercial flights

» The Centre alsnpgnsad an airstrip
at Malda, a pilot-training centre
at Bdlala. and a new terminal at
Bagdogra, besides ding Kolkata's
international connectivity
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» The state is planning a second
international airport at Kalyani on
around 2,000 acres

The Chief Minister with the Union Aviation
minister, in Kolkata, on Monday PIC/GAUTAM BOSE

Naidu said the 2,700-
metre runway at Kalai-
kunda could support A320, potentially open-

operations by aircraft such  ing up regular commer-
as Boeing 737 and Airbus cial connectivity from the
region. CONTINUED ON P8

Centre inks MoU

He also proposed develop-
ment of an airstrip at Malda and
a pilot-training centre at Behala.

The minister said the Cen-
tre was working with the state
to strengthen Bagdogra with a
new terminal and expand inter-
national connectivity from Kol-
kata, including direct links to
European destinations. He said
the aviation push was aimed at
making Bengal a major growth
and connectivity hub in east-
ern India.

Naidu congratulated the new
state government and said Ben-
gal had previously remained
deprived of the benefits of sev-
eral central schemes.

The Centre and state, he
said, would now work together
to change that situation. He
urged the state to formulate a
dedicated civil aviation policy
to facilitate faster growth of the
Sector.

Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari sought direct flights
from Kolkata to major Euro-
pean cities including London
and improved connectivity from
Andal airport to several destina-
tions across India.

He also requested direct
services from Bengal to major
pilgrimage centres, including
Ayodhya, Tirupati and Amritsar.

Adhikari said work had
begun on a plan to develop an
alternative second international
airport onaround 2,000 acres at
Kalyani. He also sought approval
for a flying training insrirute at
Behala. The Chief Minister said
improved connectivity means
better chances to export Malda
mangoes and other agri prod-
ucts through cargo planes.
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Top Swiss delegation visits Noida
airport, briefed on expansion plans

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Mew Deihi

A high-level delegation com-
prising Guy Parmelin, Presi-
dent of the Swiss Confedera-
tion, Maya Tissafi, Ambassador
of Switzerland to India and Su-
nil Sharma, Ministry of Elec-
tronics and IT of the Uttar
Pradesh povernment, visited
the Noida International Air-
port (NIA) on Tuesday

An official release from NIA
ziid the delegation was briefed
on the airport’s development
journey, sustainability initia-
tives, passenger experience
philozophy and future growth
plans. “As part of the visit, the
delegation toured key airport
facilities, including the passen-
ger terminal, Air Traffic Con-
trol and key airside infrastruc-
ture, gaining first-hand insight
into the airport’s design, tech-

Swiss Confederation president Guy
Farmelin at the Noida airport | expeess

nology and operational capa-
bilities,” it said.

The visit also provided an op-
portunity to showcase NLA's
commitment to delivering a
seamless, modern and efficient
travel experience while sup-
porting regional economic

growth and connectivity

Leadership teams from NIA
and Zurich Airport Interna-
tional AG welcomed Parmelin,
the release added.

Christoph Schnellmann, Vice
Chairman, Noida International
Airport, said: “The visit pro-
vided an opportunity to present
the progress made across the
airport and the approach guid-
ing its development and future
operations. Drawing on Zurich
Adrport’s international experi-
ence, we remain focused on pro-
viding a safe, efficient and pas-
senger-centric airport that will
serve Delhi NCR and Uttar
Pradesh for the long term.”

The visit also reflected the
UP government's continued fo-
cus on attracting investment
and its strong support for infra-
structure-led growth in the re-
gion, the release added.
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Govt mulls deferring Mum airport transition

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ New Delhi

THE Ministry of Civil Aviation
on Tuesday proposed deferring
the transition plan to shift five
million international passen-
gers of Mumbai International
Aldrport (MIA) to Navi Mumbai
International Airport (NMILA)
b a few weels, said sources,

It has al=o asked airlines and
the airport operator to submit a
solid plan on the operational
shift by October 20. The next
meeting will be held by the Min-
istry with all stakeholders on
October 13.

The Secretary of Civil Avia-
tion Samir Sinha held a 90-
minute interaction in Delhi with
Adani Afrport Holding= Limited

(AAHLY, which operates Mum-
bai and NMavi Mumbai airports,
the Airport Authority of India
which operates all government-
run airports in the country and
all airline representatives in
Delhi. A source said, “The min-
istry on Tuesday has proposed
delaying the proposed transition
from MIA by a few weeks."

The MIAL had recently an-
nounced that it would begin
phased redevelopment of the
North Section of Terminal 1B
and work would commence from
January 2027, It cited safety con-
cerns for the 60-vear-old build-
ing as the reason and urged air-
lines to temporartly shift to Navi
Mumbai on their own discre-

tion. The plan looks at shifting 5
million international passen-
gers to Navi Mumbai, The move
is being resisted by airlines, An
international cargo airline,
Challenge Group, has an-
nounced it was suspending car-
go operations to Mumbai due to
the proposed shift.

AAHL outlined its prepared-
ness for handling up to 5 million
international passengers annu-
ally at the newly commissioned
MNMIA. “The company highlight-
ed the airport's readiness, sup-
ported by kev infrastructure and
passenger amenities, including
robust airport connectivity, in-
flight catering facilities, hotels,
lounges, and other supporting
services,” another source said.
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Navi Mumbai airport shlft likely delayed by a few weeks

ASHOKE RAJ B Hew Delhi

The Ministry of Civil Aviation
has asked domestic airlines
and the airport operator to
submit a firm transition plan
for shifting operations from
Mumbai’s Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
(CSMIA) to Navi Mumbai
International Airport (NMIA),
sources said.

The ministry has also pro-
posed delaying the transition
by a few weeks as stakehold-
ers work to finalise opera-
tional arrangements for shift-
ing up to 5 million interna-
tional passengers annually
from Mumbai airport
to NMIA.

A consultation meeting

between the Secretary,
Ministry of Civil Aviation, air-
lines and the airport opera-
tor is scheduled for October
13 to firm up the transition
plan. Another meeting is
expected to be held by
October 20 to discuss and
finalise the roadmap.

The discussions are part of
the phased redevelopment
of Terminal 1 at CSMIA and
the planned transition of
airline operations to NMIA.

At the meeting, domestic
airlines including IndiGo, Air
India and Akasa said they
had been in discussions with
the airport operator on the
proposed transition for the
past 18 months.

Representatives of Adani

Airport Holdings Ltd (AAHL),
Airports Authority of India
{AAl), the Federation of Indian
Airlines (FIA) and various
domestic airlines attended
the meeting.

AAHL outlined its pre-
paredness to handle up to
5 million international pas-
sengers annually at NMIA
and highlighted the
airport’s supporting infra-

structure and passenger
facilities, including connec-
tivity, in-flight catering,
hotels and lounges.

During the nearly 90-
minute meeting, AAHL lead-
ership held detailed discus-
sions with airline operators
and addressed operational
concerns and queries related
to the proposed transition
and redevelopment plan.

The discussions were con-
structive, with stakeholders
reaffirming their commit-
ment to a smooth, coordinat-
ed transition while main-
taining passenger conve-
nience and operational effi-
ciency, sources said.

A decision on the User
Development Fee (UDF) for

NMIA]SSUI[pendmgwuhthe
Ministry of Civil Aviation.

The phased redevelopment
of Terminal 1 at Mumbai
airport is expected to increase
its annual passenger-han-
dling capacity from 15 million
to 20 million passengers.

Mumbai Airport has
decided to redevelop
Terminal 1 to increase its
annual passenger-handling
capacity from 15 million to
20 million passengers, while
upgrading infrastructure
and improving passenger
facilities. To support the
phased redevelopment,
some airline operations are
proposed to shift to Navi
Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA).
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Navi Mumbai International
Airport expands mobility,
hospitality and airline support

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Mavi Mumbai

Navi Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA), operated by
Adani Airport Holdings
Limited (AAHL), is strength-
ening passenger mobility,
transit hospitality and airline
support as flight activity is
set to increase ahead of the
winter flying schedule,
which runs from October 25,
2026, to March 27, 2027.

Maharashtra State Road
Transport Corporation will
launch electric e-Shivai ser-
vices from October 7 to Dadar,
Borivali and Pune, with fares
of2170, 2210 and 2450, respec-
tively. Chalo operates 21 daily
services to Marol, Bandra,
Dadar and Colaba, while Navi
Mumbai Municipal Transport
runs seven dedicated airport
routes. Bharat Taxi will begin
operations with up to 40
vehicles from October 10.
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Delhi airport sees rise
n passenger traffic:
CEO Pradeep Panicker

PIONEER MEWS SERVICE
W Mew Dethi

Delhi Airport is perhaps a
“bright spot” with rising pas-
senger traffic and internation-
al airlines' focus on India, its
CEO Pradeep Panicker said on
Tuesday amid the ongoing
West Asla crisis and geopolit-
ical uncertainties impacting
the aviation sector.

Airport operator DIAL is
also working to enhance
Infrastructure, airside and
terminal capacities, and con-
nectivity Ina ten-year master
plan charted out till 2036.

Indira Gandhi Infemational
Alrpart (IG1A), operated by
Delhi International Airport
Led (DIAL), Is the country's
largest airpore and currently
has an annual passenger han-
dling capacity of 106 million,
which is set to increase (o 125
million during the latest
master plan period.

“Delhi airport is perhaps a
bright spot... more passen-
gers travel out of Delhi, and
international carriers are con-
tinuing to focus on India.."
Panicker said.

More European carriers are
also flying in here due to the
West Asia crisis, and the
airport has recorded an
overall growth in domestic
and International traffic.

He was responding to
gqueries at a briefing related
to the impact of the West
Asla crisis and Pakistan air-
space closure on the fight
operations.

According to him, there
has been more growth from
Asia Pacific than West Asia
and that there is a "more
robust market".

During the April-August
period In 2026-27, traffic from
the Asla Pacific reglon rose
114 per cent to 357 million
compared to 321 million in
the year-ago period, he said.

He also said traffic from the
Middle East region declined
4.1 per cent to 2.37 milllon in
the given period from 2.47
million in April-August of
2025-26.

The traffic from Morth
America and Africa fell 262
per cent and 10.9 per cent,
respectively, in April-August
this Ascal year compared to
the year-ago period, There
was a marginal uptick of 0.9
per cent in traffic from Europe
during the given period.

Overall, Delhi airport’s
international traffic rose 0.8
per cent to 862 milllon in
April-August of 2026-27 from
855 million a year agao.

in 2025-26, the overall
traffic at the airport was
around 78.7 million, and in
the current fiscal, the
numbers are likely to be
around 82 million.

The airport has four
MUMWays, a cross taxiway and
three terminals-T, T2and T

To aquery related to a pro-
pasal to allow airport oper-
ators to own a stake in air-
lines, Panicker said, "We as
GMR are not looking to invest
In airlines".
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Free hourly Navi Mumbai airport
shuttle, 70 e-bus rides announced

Times News Nerwonk

starting at Rs 170 and a firoe
hourly shutile between Navi
Mumbai Intornational Airport
(NMIA) and Mumbai’s main
am‘laiSahn'—th

EUGSI' TO CONNECTIVITY

Pume. Fares will be Rs170 o Da-
dar East, Rs 210 to Borivii and
Rs 450 to Pune, said a press re-
lease by Adani Airport Hold-
ing Litd (AAHL) late on Mon-
day Children below 12 and
wonen travelling with a Na-
will be eligible for half-fare.
The Dadar service will
operate via Sion and Atal Se-
i, while the Borivli route
will connect NMIA with
Mumbai terminal 1, Bandra
and Atal Setu. Services to
Thane and Nashik are

(apart from Sion) and Thane,
fhough. On the taxi front, Bha-
rat Taxi will begin operations
on Oct Wwitha fleet of up to40
wehicles. Uber Go, Uber Pre-
mier and Uber Anto will also
e available, as usnal.
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Delhi airport set
to expand capacity

by 18% in 3 years

Sawrabh. Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi’s IGI Air-
port is pearing up for the final
phase of development in GMR
Group's first 30-year conces-
sion period that ends in 20886,
with its overall capacity expec-
ted to increase 18% from the
current 10.6 crore passenger
annually (CPA) to 12.5 CFA by
2029-end following a capex of
Rs3,000 crore.

The proposed Rs 3,500-cr0-
reairtrain that willlink IGIA's
terminals and Aerocity, howe-
ver, has been delayed yet again
and is now expected to be In
place only by Dec 2030, instead
of 2029. While domesticcapaci-
ty across T1, 2, 3 will increase
15% from 7.5 CPA to8.6 CPA pri-
marily by adding a new Pler E
at T3, international capacity
will rise 26% from the current
3.1 CPA to 3.9 CPA at T3, new
Delhi International Airport
Ltd (DIAL) CEO Pradeep Fa-
nicker said Tuesday.

The ultimate task of redeve-
lopingIndia’s busiest airport—
demolishing the 1986-era T2 and
building a bigger T4 in its place
— lsmostlikely tohappen in the
second 30-year concession pe-
riod beginning 2006. Noida Air-
port's initial capacity of 1.2 CPA
is set to increase to 3 CPA by
2030, depending on traffic
growth, which has impacted
IGIA's prowth plans.

GMR had in 2006 bagged
IGIA todevelop it on a PPP basis
for a 30-year concession period,

extendable by another 30 years.
Some of the Key features of the
10-vear master plan, which will
be implemented by 2056:

Terminals: T3 will see the
biggest change, with a new pler
E tobe built by the end of 2029at
acostof Rs 2,500 crore. This will
be a domestic pier, along with
theadjacent pier D, “We will also
increase the capacity of T1 by
adding infrastructure like
check-in and security counters,
along with some other tweaks.
Only T2's capacity will remain
unchanged at 1.4 CPA. At some
places, we are planning swing
gates that can handle both do-
mestic  and  international
flights,” said Panicker

Aceess: “The main access
road will be widened to six to
eight lanes each way The T3
ramp will be expanded at both
departure and arrival levels.
We are in touch with various
authorities for expanding the
access roads and a multi-mo-
dal transport system for the
alrport,” said the CEQ.

Alr traln: Even as IGIA will
wet an even bigper T3 (total pro-
Jected capacity 6.6 CPA by 2029-
end, up from current 5 CPA) and
T2(L4CPA)on theonesideand T1
(total projected capacity 4.5 CPA
so0n, upfrom current4.2 CPA)on
theother, withaneverexpanding
Aerocity and cargo terminal, se-
amless passengers transfers bet-
ween T1 and T3/2 will remain a
dream till 2080-end as the air tra-
inhas been delayed. “Work on its
design ison,” said Panicker.
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Adani airports
stop processing
cargo to Russia

Adani Airport Holdings Lid,
which operates eight air-
ports, including Murmbai,
Navi Mumbai and Ahmed-
abad, has stopped proces-
sing Russia-bound export
cargo, leaving about 150
tonnes backlog of air cargo,
primarily pharmaceuticals,
machinery and spare parts,
awaiting clearance for the
past 10 days. “Among the ca-
rgo held up are govt-to-govt
supplies that move regularly
on the route,” said a source.
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265 intl flights from
Navi Mumnbai

The proposed shifting of 265
international flights from
Mumbai's Chhatrapati Shi-
vaji Maharaj International
Airport to Navi Mumbai int’'l
Airport could happen after
Diwali, instead of Oct 25.
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Unsafe skies

he incident surrounding a Flydubai aircraft bound

for Israel on September 30 will go on record as

one of the most harrowing experiences fliers have

undergone in aviation history. Reportedly, about
two and a half hours after Flight FZ1073 had departed
from Dubai International Airport, it went into a sharp
descent before eventually making an emergency land-
ing mn Sauch Arabia. The copilot, named Hamam al-Ham-
mami, later identified as an Omani national, attacked the
Captain, Smit Machchhar, wielding the cockpit’s crash
axe with the mtention of killing him and crashing the
plane, which had 174 people on it, including 168 passen-
gers (mostly Israeli citizens) and 6 crew members. In
what has been acclaimed as a heroic act, the gravely
wounded Captain succeeded in opening the cockpit door,
enabling passengers to rush m and subdue the terronst
copilot, and pilots among them to take the plane safely
down. The Captain’s quick-thinking prevented what
would have been a tragic hjacking disaster: Aviation safe-
ty experts are unammous in their behef that the incident
raises serious concerns about the security failure. It has
now come to light that Hammami was a radical jihadist
who had previously been blacklisted by the Omani au-
thorities from flying in the country due to concerns over
his ideological views, which he had not hesitated to ex-
press openly!

Expectedly, the incident has once agamn raised the
question of how safe are our skies, given that passen-
gers and crew on any fhght are at the mercy of the pilots,
and have no other recourse in case the pilots themselves
turn into conspirators endangening their safety. There
have been several ligh-profile aviation incidents that
placed global fhght safety under mtense scrutiny, shafting
the focus from external threats to internal lapses of pilots
and crew. One of the liggest mysteries is the disappear-
ance of Malaysia Airlines Flight MH370, which had devi-
ated sharply off its planned Kuala Lumpur to Bejjing route
on March 8, 2014, and flew south over the Indian Ocean
until it ran out of fuel. Even today, nobody knows the ulti-
mate fate of that Boeing 777 with 239 people on board,
which lost civilian radar contact after ‘someone’ manually
turned off its transponder. Simlarly, the world 1s still awant-
g answers about Air Incha Flight 171, which was on a
scheduled fhght from Ahmedabad to London but crashed
32 seconds after takeoff on June 12, 2025, killing 260.
Here too, a preluninary report confirmed the fuel switch-
es were turned off m flight, but did not speafy who was
guilty of doing so. Yet statistically, flying remains the saf-
est mode of travel, with the odds of being mvolved in a
fatal commercial arrline accident being 1 in 13 million!
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Centre weighs revival of ATF price
stabilisation scheme amid rising fares

FAILED TAKE-OFF. Framework may be reworked with airline and OMC inputs after ¥10,000 crore scheme lapsed

—
Our Bureauw
New Delhi

The Centre is considering re-
viving its aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) Price Stabilisa-
tion Fund (PSF) scheme
amid rising jet fuel costs, and
their knock-on effect on air-
fares, Civil Aviation Minister
K Ram Mohan Naidu told re-
porters on Tuesday.

Speaking on the sidelines
of the IFQM Symposium
2026 event in New Delhi,
Naidu said the Ministry was
in touch with airlines and
OMCs over fuel surcharges
and airfares.

He said the government
was trying to find a middle
ground through discussions
with both sides, while noting
the impact of the situation in
West Asia.

RISING COSTS
The rise in fuel costs has
prompted airlines to revise

COSTLY TRAVEL. The rise in fuel costs has prompted airlines
to revise fuel surcharges, adding to the cost of air travel

fuel surcharges, adding to
the cost of air travel.

On Monday, airline major
IndiGo announced revised
fuel charges for all new book-
ings from October 6, ranging
from ¥375 to 1,300 on do-
mestic routes, and 1,000 to
10,000 on international
routes. The airline cited a
month-on-month increase
of over 14 per cent in ATF
prices, taking fuel costs to
among their highest levels in
the last decade.

In July, businessline had re-
ported that the Centre's
10,000 crore ATF PSF
scheme had lapsed after no
domestic airline signed the
mandatory memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with
State-owned OMCs within
the prescribed timeframe.

According to sources cited
in that report, the voluntary
mechanism failed to take off
despite the Centre opera-
tionalising the framework
following the West Asia

crisis. In June, the Cabinet
had approved the one-time
$10,000 crore fund to pro-
tect airlines from s
volatility in pglobal ATF
prices triggered by geopolit-
ical tensions in West Asia.
The scheme was designed
to compensate OMCs for
losses arising from supplying
jet fuel to participating air-
lines at a predetermined
benchmark price.

WEST ASIA CRISIS
Meanwhile, the Federation
of Indian Airlines (FIA), ina
letter dated September 25 to
the minister, sought urgent
intervention to address fin-
ancial pressures arising from
the continuing West Asia
conflict, airspace restric-
tions, rupee depreciation
and elevated fuel prices.

The federation, which rep-
resents Air India, IndiGo and
Spicelet, said fuel now ac-
counts for around 55-60 per
cent of airline operating

costs, compared with 30-40
per cent historically.

Accordingly, it sought a
shift to cost-plus pricing for
ATF used in domestic opera-
tions, instead of interna-
tional benchmark-linked pri-
cing. The FIA also urged the
government to replace the
percentage-based excise
duty on ATF with a fixed-rate
levy.

NEW CHARGES
Furthermore, it sought con-
tinuation of the 7 per cent
value-added tax (VAT) rate
on ATF in Delhi and Maha-
rashtra, similar relief in
other key States, and an ex-
tension of the 25 per cent re-
duction in landing and park-
ing charges for domestic
flights.

The federation warned
that airlines could be com-
pelled to withdraw from fin-
ancially unsustainable
routes if timely relief was not
available.
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Airlines warn of route cuts
as costs surge; seek govt aid

DEEPAK PATEL
MNew Delhi, 6 October

Indian airlines have warned the
Ministry of Civil Aviation that
continuing high operating costs
— driven by elevated aviation
turbine fuel (ATF) prices, air-
space restrictions, additional
crew costs and rupee depreci-
ation — are putting significant
pressure on airline finances.

They added that this could
prompt carriers to withdraw
from several “unsustainable”
routes unless the government
provides timely relief.

The Federation of Indian
Airlines (F14) — which repre-
sents Air India, IndiGo and
SpiceJet — in a letter dated
September 25, said ATF, which
historically accounted for
about 30-40 per cent of airline
operating costs, NOW accounts
for around 55-60 per cent.

The ongoing West Asia con-
flict, which started in late Febru-
ary when lsrael and the US
attacked Iran, significantly af-
fected global crude oil supplies.

ATF prices in Delhi have
risen nearly 25 per cent since
July, from around ¥110 per litre
to137 per litre, including a 13 per
cent increase in October alone.

In its letter, FIA has sought

Govtmulls

ATF price
stabilisation
fund for airlines
Amid rising jet fuel
prices, the government
is considering whether
to revive the price stabil-
isation fund and is also
in discussions with air-
lines as well as oil mar-
keting companies on the
high Aviation Turbine
Fuel (ATF) costs. “One of
the most important
things is how the West
Asia crisis is putting a big
burden on ATF prices.
We are in discussions
with airlines and OMCs
(0il Marketing Com-
panies),” Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan
Naidu said in New Delhi
on Tuesday. PTI

relief from the ministry. It wants
the government toshift the ATF
pricing in India to a "cost-plus
model” from “international
benchmark™ pricing, replace
the current 11 per cent ad val-
orem excise duty on ATF witha

fixed-rate levy and continue the
seven per cent value add tax on
ATF in Delhi and Maharashtra.

The FIA alsowants the min-
istry to ensure reduction in
ATF VAT in Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal, Kamataka and Telan-
gana. It also sought extending
the 25 per cent reduction in
landing and parking charges
for domestic flights until the
West Asia crisis settles.

“If timely relief is not avail-
able, the airlines may be com-
pelled to withdraw from
several unsustainable routes,”
the FlA stated. The FlA said the
airspace restrictions — over
Pakistan and West Asia — have
forced airlines to take longer
routes, increasing fuel con-
sumption and crew costs while
reducing aircraft utilisation.

The depreciation of the
rupee has added further press-
ure because fuel, aircraft leases,
maintenance and insurance are
largely linked to the US dollar,
according tothe association.

The association said airlines
have continued providing con-
nectivity despite the higher
costs, but their ability to recover
the additional expenses
through fares remains limited.

Mare on business-standard.com
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IndiGo to hike fuel
surcharge for flights
from today

Quantum of hike in
range of Rs 100-350
for domestic flights

e

NEW DELHI, PTI

he country's largest air-

ling, IndiGo, on Monday

announcedahike in fuel
surcharge for domestic and
international flights in the
wake of rising jet fuel prices.

The revised charges will be
effective from October 6, and
the move will push airfares
higher. The quantum of the
hike ranges from Rs 100 to
Rs 350 for domestic Mights,
depending on distance. The
hike in surcharge has also
been effected forinternation-
al flights.

This is the second time
since April that the carrier
has increased the fuel sur-
charge, whichwasintroduced
in Mareh. The fuel surcharge
will be Rs 375 for routes with
distance up to 500 km, and
Rs 600 for Mights having dis-
tance between 501 km and
1000 km. The amount will
e Rz 900 for routes with dis-
tance of 1,001-1,500 km and
Rs 1150 fora distance of 1,501-
2,000 km. The statement sad
the fuel surcharge will be Rs
1300 for flights having a dis-
tance ol more than 2,000 km.

For the SAARC region
Mights, the fuel surcharge
varies from Rs 1,000 to Rs
3,000 and Rs 6,000 for Af-
rica flights, and Rs 10,000
for Europe services. The fuel
surcharge will be Rs 5,500
for Mights to Southeast Asia,
GCC and the Middle East,
and North and East Asia, as
per the statement,

IndiCro said ATF prices
have remained volatile in
recent months, especially
following the geopolitical
situarion in the Middle East.

According to the airline,
the continuous rise in fuel
prices, with the latest MoM
increase exceeding 14%, has
taken ATF costs tolevels that
are amongst the highest in
the last decade, “Given that
ATF makes up a significant
share of the airline’s operat-
ingcosts, this rise is expected
to impact airlines’ cost struc-
turesand network economics,
meluding those of IndiGo,” it
said ina statement,

The airline said it has mar-
winally re-calibrared its fuel
charges across its domestic
and international Nights,
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Govt in talks with airlines,
OMCs over ATF pricerise

NITIN KUMAR
New Delhi, October &

THE GOVERNMENT IS in dis-
cussions with airlines and oil
marketing companies (OMCs)
to address the impact of the
West Asia crisis on aviation
turbine fuel (ATF) prices
which have risen sharply in
recent weeks and are putting
pressure on airline operating
costs, Civil Aviation Minister
K Rammohan Naidu said on
Tuesday.

“One of the most impor-
tant things is the West Asia
crisis and how it's putting a
big burden on the ATF prices.
But, we are still in discussion
both with the airlines and also
the OMCs. Let us see how the
discussion unfolds,” Naidu
said on the sidelines of the
IQFM Symposium 2026 in
New Delhi.

The minister's comments
come as airlines face mount-
ing fuel costs ahead of the fes-
tive travel season. IndiGo, the
country’s largest airline, has
raised its fuel surcharge on
domestic flights by up to
%350 and on international
flights by up to ¥1,000 for
new bookings from October 6.

The airline said the contin-
uous rise in fuel prices, with

KEY MONITORABLE INPUT

B ATFis one of the
largest cost
components for k=
Indian airlines, making |
sustained increases
in jet fuel prices a
significant pressure
on airline profitability

W Higher fuel costs
also raise the
possibility of
further increases in
airfares as carriers
seek to passiton

the latest month-on-month
increase exceeding 14%, has
pushed ATF costs to among
the highest levels in the last
decade. The increase comes
amid heightened geopolitical
tensions in West Asia.

ATF is one of the largest
cost components for Indian
airlines, making sustained
increases in jet fuel prices a
significant pressure on air-
line profitability. Higher
fuel costs also raise the
possibility of  further
increases in airfares as car-
riers seek to pass on part of

M Indian airlines
currently have
more than 1,600

aircraft on arder,
estimated to be
worth $100 bn

M India currently
has around 145
airports, while
domestic airlines
operate a fleet of
about 850 aircraft

the additional burden to
passengers.

Beyond addressing near-
term cost pressures, the gov-
ernment is also seeking to
expand India’s domestic avia-
tion manufacturing capabili-
ties as the country’s airline
fleet and airport infrastruc-
ture expand.

Naidu said India could
have its first indigenous
civilian aircraft within two
years through a joint ven-
ture, although he did not
disclose details of the pro-
posed partnership.
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British Airways to launch world’s
biggest business class on A380

KATE DUFFY
& SIDDHARTH PHILIP
QOctober 6

BRITISH AIRWAYSWILL intro-
duce what it called the world’s
biggest business class on its
upgraded double-decker Airbus
SE A380 jets, targeting pre-
mium passengers as airlines
rushtocashinonupscale travel.

IAG SA-owned British Air-
ways will update its fleet of a
dozen A380s with a new busi-
ness class cabin spanning the
entire upper deck of the aircraft,
the airline said at an event in
London. The first upgraded
A380is due to enter service in
coming months.

The carrier said it will also
upgrade its first class seating
with dividers that fold away,
enabling the conversion of mid-
dle seats into larger cabins for
passengers traveling together.

The changes will reduce the
number of seats on the A380 by
11%s, from 469 seats to 417,
with the bulk of the reduction
coming at the expense of the
economy class cabin. Economy
berths will be reduced by about
30%to 215 seats,

“This is the largest single

PREMIUM PLAY

UK carrier unveils world's largest business class cabinon A380
== Economy ® Premium economy B Business B First |

500- (Seats)
400

300
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Note: Emirates has a number of configurations for the A3BO

Source: Various airfines

investment that any airline has
evermadein reconfiguringanair-
craft stretching from nose to tail
and touching every single aspect
of the experience on board,”
British Airways Chief Executive
Officer Sean Doyle said.

Retrofitting one aircraft
takes about 100 days, he
said, and the first upgrade
A380 is due to enter service
in coming months.

The decision to spend mil-
lions on transforming its fleet
of A380s makes British Air-
ways an industry outlier when
rivals around the world are

phasing out the four-engine
behemoth for smaller, more
fuel efficient twin-engine jets.
However, slot constraints at
London’s Heathrow airport
mean that the carrier can’t as
easily replace the super jumbo
with smalleraircraft.

US and European carriers
have been pouring money into
first- and business-class seat-
ing to target well-heeled pas-
sengers who are a resilient
source of cash at a time when
the war in Iran has caused jet
fuel prices to soar, driving up
costs.Air France-KLM’s La Pre-

miere recently won an award
for theworld’s best first classin
Skytrax’s annual airline rank-
ings and has plans to expand
the service to more US cities.
Emirates,which operatesthe
world'sbigoest A380fleet,hasas
many as 76 berths in business
class. However, it’ll still have a
party trick that British Airways’
upgraded jets will lack — a
shower for first class flyers. The
airline is also spending heavily
to upgrade its fleet, including
reconfigured premium econ-
omy and new business-class
cabins. —BLOOMBERG
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Bengal CM signs MoU
for four new airports

Adhikari talks to Union minister, says modern pilot
training centre also to be set up under UDAN 2.0

Aritra Singha
KOLKATA
The West Bengal government
on Monday signed
Memoranda of
Understanding (MoUs) for
four new airports in Bengal
under Union civil aviation
ministry's UDAN 2.0 scheme.
Natably, the four new air-
ports will be set up at Purulia,
Balurghat, Hasimara, and

Kahikunda.

Chief Minister Suvendu } -
Adhikari, Union Civil Aviation - —
!"'1"“5”“‘". s h‘f”'f""‘li:”f Union Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
Rammohan Naidu metat the  iuarany (right) with West Bengal Chief Minister
state secretariat Nabanna. Suvendu Adhikari during the Mol signing. — PTI

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Adhikari slammed the (TMC) government for delay-  infrastructure development
previous Trinamool Congress  ing the states airport and Adhikari also said that the
government had planned to
set up a modern pilot training

Koel Mallick joins BJP, files RS nomination centre at Behala in southwest-
Kolkata: Minutes after formally joining Bharatiya ern Kolkata.

Janata Party (BJP), actor-turned-politician Koel According to the MoU, the
Mallick on Monday had filed nomination for the state government will provide
upcoming Rajya Sabha polls in presence of Chief land for developing the infra-
Minister Suvendu Adhikari and party state president structure and the central gov-
Samik Bhattacharya at office of the Assembly's prin- ernment and the Airports
cipal secretary. Authority of India will oversee

— Aritra Singha the airport development.
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FIA seeks govt relief for airlines amid West Asia crisis

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@bvemint com

The Federation of Indian Air-
lines (FIA) has sought a series of
measures from the government
to ease the financial pressure on
domestic airlines amid the con-
tinuing West Asia conflict,
higher aviation fuel prices, air-
space restrictions and rupee
depreciation.

The FIA represents Air India,
IndiGo and Spicelet, the three
major carriers in India.

In a September 25 letter to
civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu, the FIA sought a
cost-plus pricing model for avia-
tion turbine fuel (ATF), a shift
from the current percentage-

based excise duty to a fixed- rate
levy, lower VAT on ATF in more
states and an extension of the
25% reduction in landing and
Earhng charges for domestic

“Airlines duly recognise the
support and effort put in by
MOCA with respect to the reduc-
tion of landing and parking char-
%es by 25% for domestic flights

or three months,

The said order was issued for
3 months and had expired in the
month of July 7, 2026. With the
West Asia conflict continuing,
airlines are facing significant
additional costs arising from air-
space restrictions, longer flight
routings, additional crew costs,
operational disruptons, rupee

INDUSTRY BODY
HAS ALSO SOUGHT
CONTINUATION OF
7% VAT RATE ON ATF
IN DELHI AND
MAHARASHTRA

depreciation and elevated fuel
prices,” the letter read.

“FIA requests MOCA to
extend the 25% pricing reduction
till such time the West Asia crisis
settles down and airline opera-
tions are reverted to near nor-
malcy,” it added.

The airlines’ body said the fuel
component, which historically
accounted for around 30-40% of
airline operating costs, has risen

to around 55-60% under the pre-
vailing circumstances.

It also pointed out that air-
space restrictions have resulted
in longer flight routes, higher
fuel consumption, increased
crew costs and lower aircraft
utilisation.

FIA asks the government to
review ATF pricing formula

Amid the West Asia erisis, the
federation said Brent crude had
risen from $72 per barrel to S118
per barrel, while the ATF price it
cited had touched $260.24 per
barrel before falling to around
$175.33.

FIA also pointed to a sharp
increase in the fuel crack differ-
ential between Brent and the rel-
evant ATF benchmark.

The body has therefore asked
the government to review the
ATF pricing formula and shift
from international benchmark
pricing to a cost-plus model. It
said this should be done without
affecting competition among oil
marketing companies or air-
lines’ commercial arrangements
with fuel suppliers.

The industry body has also
sought continuation of the 7%
VAT rate on ATF in Delhi and
Maharashtra, where the current
relief is valid until mid-Novem-
ber this year.

It has requested the govern-
ment to take up similar reduc-
tions with Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal, Karnataka and Telan-
gana,
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Govt to rework jet fuel price
fund as airlines raise charges

The rethink comes as ATF prices for domestic airlines rise for the third month

abhishek w@venint.com
NEW DELHI

he government is reworking its
{10,000-crore aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) price-stabilization fund as jet-
fuel prices surge again, with IndiGo
raising fuel surcharges and airlines
pressing for changes to the pricing process.

Civil aviation minister K. Ram Mohan Naidu
told Mint on Tuesday that fresh work is under-
way on the price stabilization mechanism, two
months after the original scheme failed to
attract a single airline. “The scheme or a price
stabilization fund is there, But airlines did not
apply for it then. So we will see what can be
reworked. We are revisiting it,” he said.

Naldu did not specify what interventions the
government was looking at, or what possible
tweaks were under consideration.

“West Asiacrisisand its burden on industry
and ATF pricesare important toconsider. We
are in talks with airlines and oil marketing com-
panies (OMCs) on this. We will see how the
talks go,” Naldu said on the impact of the West
Asia war on the sidelines of an industry pro-
gramme in Delhi.

Separately, the Federation of Indian Aidines
(FIA), representing IndiGo, Alr India and Spice-
Jet, has also warned the Centre that airlines
could curtail operations and withdraw from
unviable routes if rising fuel costs are not
addressed, according toa 25 September lelter

reviewed by Mint.

The rethink comesas ATF prices for domes-
tic airlines have risen for the third consecutive
maonth. The price in Delhi rose by 6 alitre, or
13.22%, 10 137 alitre in October from $121.284a
litre in September, according to Indian Oil
Corp. officials. Prices are revised on the first of
every month. The October increase is the
sharpest in the recent sequence, taking jet-fuel
prices about 25% above their July level.

The rise is already feeding into airline pric-
ing. IndiGo, India’s largest airline by market
share at 65%, has increased luel surcharges on
domestic and international fights, with the
steepest increases applying to longer domestic
Journeys. Theairdine has now raised fuel char-
ges three times this year, in March, April and
October.

For an extended version of this story, go to

I livemint.com.
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Govt considering to revive ATF
price stabilisation fund for airlines

OUR CORRESPOMDENT
New Deffi, October 6

Amid rising jet fuel prices,
the government is consid-
ering whether to revive the
price stabilisation fund and
is also in discussions with
airlines as well as oil mar-
keting companies on the
high ATF costs.

Aviation Turbine Fuel
(ATF) accounts for around
40 per cent of an airline's
operational expenses, and
with the continuing West
Asia turmoil, fuel prices
have been on the rise.

“Omne of the most impor-
tant things is how the West
Asia crisis is putting a big
burden on ATF prices. We
are in discussions with air-
lines and OMCs (Oil Mar-
keting Companies),” Civil
Aviation Minister K Ram-
mohan Naidu said on the
sidelines of a conference
in the national capital on
Tuesday.

The government is con-
sidering whether to have
the price stabilisation fund

for the ATF, according to
a senior official. Specific
details could not be imme-
diately ascertained.

In June, the Union Cab-
inet cleared a one-time
budgetary support not
exceeding Rs 10,000 crore
for 0il Marketing Compa-
nies (OMCs) to provide

ATF price stabilisation in
order to provide support
for domestic airlines.

However, airlines were
not keen on availing the
fund, which has lapsed
now,

On Monday, the coun-
try’s largest airline IndiGo
announced a hike in fuel
surcharge for domestic
and international flights in
the wake of rising jet fuel
prices. IndiGo had said
ATF prices have remained
volatile in recent months,
especially following the
geopolitical situation in the
Middle East.

According to the air-
line, the continuous rise in
fuel prices, with the latest
month-on-month increase
exceeding 14 per cent. has
taken ATF costs to levels
that are amongst the high-
est in the last decade.

Last month, the Federa-
tion of Indian Airlines (FIA)
has sought a review of the
existing jet fuel pricing for-
mula, saying that domestic

ATF should be priced on
the actual cost of fuel plus

a reasonable margin rather
than international bench-
mark pricing.

FlA represents Air India,
IndiGo and Spicefet.

The unprecedented
increase in fuel costs,
compounded by geopoliti-
cal disruptions and rupee
depreciation, is placing sig-
nificant pressure on airline
cash flows and viability, it
had said in a letter to the
civil aviation ministry.

Further, the civil avia-
tion minister expressed
hope that India will have
its first indigenous civilian
aircraft within two years
through a joint venture,
highlighting the sector’s
growing potential.

Airlines have more than
1,600 aircraft on order, esti-
mated at about 3100 billion,
while over 100 new airports
are expected in the next 10
years. India currently has
165 airports and domestic
airlines operate around 850
aircraft.

Naidu said Boeing and
Airbus currently source
components and services
worth around %4 billion
from India, expected to
reach 510 billion by the
decade-end. He also said
India could manufacture jet
engines, though it would be
time-consuming, and has
potential to export Sustain-
able Aviation Fuel (SAF).
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West Asia crisis pushes up ATF costs, Govt considers price stabilisation fund

ASHOKE RAJ B New Delhi

The Government is examin-
ing the possibility of bringing
back a price stabilisation
mechanism for Aviation
Turbine Fuel (ATF) as rising jet
fuel prices put increasing
pressure on airlines.

Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu said the
Government is discussing
with airlines and oil market-
ing companies (OMCs) the
impact of higher ATF prices,
particularly amid continu-
ing geopolitical tensions in
West Asia.

Speaking on the sidelines
of a conference in New Delhi
on Tuesday, Naidu said the
surge in fuel prices linked to
the West Asia situation has

Representative image

become a significant concern
for the aviation sector.

ATF is one of the largest
components of airline aper-
ating costs, accounting for
roughly 40 per cent of total
expenses. A sustained

increase in fuel prices can
therefore put considerable
pressure on airline finances
and ticket prices.

A senior Government offi-
cial said authorities are con-
sidering whether to revive an

ATF price stabilisation fund.
Details of the proposal,
including its structure and
funding mechanism, were
not immediately available.
The Government had
earlier introduced a one-
time support mechanism for
the sector. In June, the Union
Cabinet approved budgetary
assistance of up to 10,000
crore for OMCs to help sta-
bilise ATF prices and relieve
domestic airlines. However,
airlines showed little interest
in using the facility, and the
scheme has since lapsed.
The issue has gained
renewed attention after
InterGlobe Aviation (IndiGo)
decided to increase fuel
surcharges on domestic and
international flights. The

airline attributed the move
to elevated and volatile ATF
prices amid geopolitical
developments in the
West East.

IndiGo said the latest
month-on-month increase
in fuel prices had exceeded
14 per cent, pushing ATF
costs to levels among the
highest recorded over the
past decade.

Airlines have also called for
changes to the way jet fuel is
priced in India. Last month,
the Federation of Indian
Airlines (FIA), which repre-
sents Air India, IndiGo and
spicejet, urged the Civil
Aviation Ministry to reconsid-
er the existing pricing
formula.

The industry body has

argued that domestic ATF
should be priced based on
the actual cost of fuel, along
with a reasonable margin,
rather than being linked pri-
marily to international
benchmark prices.

According to the FIA,
higher fuel expenses, com-
bined with geopolitical dis-
ruptions and a weaker rupee,
are putting substantial pres-
sure on airline cash flows
and the financial viability of
carriers.

With fuel costs remaining
volatile, the Government’s
discussions with airlines and
OMCs could determine
whether it introduces a
revised stabilisation mecha-
nism and how it structures
any future support.
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British Airways
flight to Chicago
declares
emergency over
Ireland, descends
109,000 feet:

New Delhi: A British
Airways flight operating
from London to Chicago
declared an emergency
while flying over Ireland,
prompting the aircraft to
squawk the 7700
emergency code and
descend to around 9000
feet, flight-tracking data
reported on 'vlnnda\,

Accordingtoflight-tracking
website Flightradar24, flight
BA295 triggered the emergency
alert while en route across
the Atlantic.

The Boeing aircraft’s descent
and emergency signal attracted
attention from aviation
observers, although theexact
nature of the incident was
not immediately known.

British Airways had not
immediately disclosed the
reason behind the emergency,
and furtherdetails regarding
the aircraft’s condition and
subsequent flight path were
awaited.




R IE B

AIRPORTS AUTHCO PIT’Y OF iHUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE STATESMAN

KOLKATA

& OCTOBER 2026

Adhikariunveils Bengal
aviation expansion p

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 5 Octaber

namajor push toexpand

regional andinternational

air connectivity in West

Bengal, the state
government on Monday signed
an MoU under the Centre's
UDAN 20 scheme to connect
Chharrain Purulia, Balurghat
inSouth Dinajpur, Hashimara
in Alipurduar and Kalaikunda
in West Midnapore.

Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari, addressing a
programme in the presence
of Union Civil Aviation Minister
Ram Mohan Naidu, also
announced plans to develop
anew international greenfield
airport onaround 2000 acres
at Kalvani in Nadia, on the
lines of the airport at Jewar in
Uttar Pradesh’s Noida. The
proposed airport is aimed at
easing the growing presstire
onKolkata'’s Dum Dum airport.

Adhikari said the state was
now moving rapidly toexpand
its aviation infrastructure after

of
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overcoming what he described
as vears of administrative
reluctance and land-related
complications undertheerstwhile
Trinamul Congress govermment.

Presenting a roadmap for
expanding West Bengal's
international and regional air
connectivity, the Chief Minister
urged the Centre to introduce
direct flights from Kolkata to
Britain and major European
cities. He handed over a
memorandum toNaidu seeking
the expansion ofinternational

services from the state.

Adhikari also proposed
strengthening Kazi Nazrul
Islam Airport at Andal in West
Burdwan and improving its
connectivity with major cities,
including Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad
and Guwahati.

Seeking tocater tothe state’s
religious tourism potential, he
urged the Union Minister to
facilitate direct and regional
air services tomajor pilgrimage
destinations, inchuding Ayodhya,

Tirupati, Khatu Shyam in
Rdjasti'um and ﬂu'nri[w
gmemmem over what he
termed its “anti-development
mindset”, Adhikari cited delays
in providing land for aviation
projects. “Former civil aviation
minister Jyotiraditva Scindia
had written seeking adequate
land for a second airport near
Kolkata. But the then state
egoverniment rgjected the proposal
immediately,” he said.

On the proposed Kalyani
airport, the Chief Minister said
soil testing and preliminary
land-related work were
progressing rapidly under the
supervision ofthe Chief Secretary
and Land Secretary. He also
urged the Centre to develop
the airports at Malda and
Cooch Behar into full-fledged
facilities.

Referring tohis visitto Behala
airport, Adhikari expressed
hope that the Civil Aviation
Ministry would soon approve
a modern Flying Training
Institute there.
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IndiGoraisesfuel surchargefrom 6 Oct
as ATF prices surge;airfaressettorise

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE Rs 6,000,
New Delhi, 5 October For flights to Europe, the
revised surchargestandsatRs
IndiGo will increase its fuel 10000 The charge for destinaions
surcharge on domestic and across Southeast Asia, the Gulf
international flights from 6 Cooperation Council (GCC),
October, citing a sharp rise in West Asia, North Asiaand East
aviation turbine fuel (ATF) Asia has been set at Rs 5,500.
prices amid heightened IndiGosaid ATF prices have

geopolitical tensions in West Thesurchargehasbeenfixed  been highly volatile in recent
Asia. The move is likely to  at Rs 900 for flights covering  months, with the situation
make air travel costlier for 10011500 km and Rs 1150  worsening amid geopolitical
PASSEnNgers. for distances between 1501  developments in West Asia.

This is the second increase  kmand 2000 km. Fordomestic

According to the airline, fuel

inIndiGo's fuel surchargesince  routes exceeding 2000 km,  prices rose by more than 14
April Theaidine hadintroduced  the additional fuel charge will  per cent month-on-month,
the surchargein Marchasfiel  be Rs 1,300 pushing ATF costs close to
costs remained elevated. The airline has alsorevised  their highest levels in the past

For domestic flights, the

fuel charges on international

decade. ATF accounts for a

revised surchargewilldepend  routes, withtheamountvarying  substantial portion of anairline's
on the distance travelled. according tothe destination.  operating expenses. IndiGo
Passengers flying up to 500 Flights totheSAARCregion  said the sharp increase was
km will pay an additional Rs  willattractasurchargeranging  therefore putting pressure on
375, while the charge will rise  from Rs 1,000 to Rs 3000, its cost structure and the
toRs600forjourneysbetween  while passengers travellingto  economics of operating its

501 km and 1,000 km.

Africa will pay an additional

network.
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IndiGo to hike fuel surcharge for
domestic, int’l flights from Oct 6

OUR CORRESPOMDENT
New Delhi, October 5

The country’s largest air-
line IndiGo on Monday
announced a hike in fuel
surcharge for domestic
and international flights in
the wake of rising jet fuel
prices. The revised charges
will be effective from Octo-
ber 6, and the move will
push airfares higher.

The quantum of the hike
ranges from Bs 100 to Rs
350 for domestic flights
depending on distance.
The hike in surcharge has
also been effected for inter-
national flights. This is the
second time since April that
the carrier has increased
the fuel surcharge, which
was introduced in March.

The fuel surcharge will
be Rs 375 for routes with
distance up to 500 kilome-
tres and Rs 600 for flights
having distance between
501 and 1,000 kilometres.

The amount will be Rs
900 for routes with a dis-
tance of 1,001 to 1,500 kilo-
metres and Rs 1,150 for a
distance of 1,501 to 2,000
kilometres. The statement
said the fuel surcharge will
be Rs 1,300 for flights hav-
ing a distance of more than
2,000 kilometres.

For SAARC region flights,
the fuel surcharge varies
from Rs 1,000 to Rs 3,000
and Rs 6,000 for Africa
flights and Rs 10,000 for
Europe services. The fuel
surcharge will be Rs 5,500
for flights to Southeast Asia,
GCC and the Middle East,
and North and East Asia,

THE QUANTUM OF THE
HIKE RANGES FROM
Rs100 TO Rs 350 FOR
DOMESTIC FLIGHTS DE-
PENDING ON DISTANCE

as per the statement.

Aviation Turbine Fuel
{ATF) accounts for around
40 per cent of an airline’s
operating costs. IndiGo said
ATF prices have remained
volatile in recent months,
especially following the

political situation in the
Middle East.

According to the air-
line, the continuous rise in
fuel prices, with the latest
month-on-month increase
excesding 14 per cent, has
taken ATF costs to levels
that are amongst the high-
est in the last decade.

“Given that ATF makes
up asignificant share of the
airline's operating costs,
this rise is expected to
impact airlines’ cost struc-
tures and network eco-
nomics, including those of
IndiGo,” it said in a state-
ment on Monday. In view
of the situation, the air-
line said it has marginally

recalibrated its fuel charges
across its domestic and
international flights.

While offsetting the
increase in fuel costs
would have required a sig-
nificantly larger increase
in fuel charges, a mea-
sured and relatively mod-
est adjustment to minimise
the impact on customers
has been made, the airline
said. Regretting the addi-
tional burden the revised
fuel charges would have
on travellers, the airline
said the decision reflects
the sustained increase in
operating costs and evolv-
ing market environment.

IndiGo operates over
2,200 flights daily.

On October 1, ATF prices
were hiked by asteep Rs 16
to Rs 137 per litre from Rs
121 for domestic airlines.
The revision came after the
jet fuel prices were raised
by Rs 6.28 per litre, or
5.46 per cent, in Septem-
ber, following a Rs 5 per
litre increase in August. In
April, Air India announced
revisions to fuel surcharges
while Akasa Air started
levying a fuel surcharge
from March 15 amid the
spike in ATF prices.
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Centre-bound: Calcutta-London flight nod

PRANESH SARKAR

Calentta: Union civil aviation
minigter Kinjarapu Ram-
mohan Naldu, in keeping
with chief minister Suvendu
AMRIKATY'S request, sald on
Momday that the Centre wiold
discuss starting divect flights
from Calentta to London and
other European clties with air-
lines operating in India.

“The chief minister of
Bengal, Suvendu Adhikari,
requested direct flights to Lon-
don and other Enropean des-
tinations from Calcutta. The
Cenfre also wants to revive the
lost glory of the city and turn
it into the main huab for east-
ern India, We will soon hold
discussions with the atrlines
in this regard.” the minister
sild at an event In Nabanne

an Monday.

The lssue gained slgnif-
lcance because of the city's
sentiment over the witharaw-
al of direct filghts from Calent-
ta to London.

“The cit¥'s Sentiment was
first hurt when the direct
flight between Calcutta and
London was withdrawn m
2008, Later, direct flights wera
reintroduced in 2020 and final-
Iy withdrawm in March 2022,
After assuming power, the
new government received re-
quasts from saveral quarters
to take intiatives to introduce
direct fights te London and
other European citles from
Calcutta,” sald a senior state
government officlal.

The Union minister also
said the Centre would develop
four more alrports kn the state

0 Itrodluee domestic flights
to Tier-2 and Tler-3 cltles
under the Udan 20 schemea as
the REW EOVEFTImEnt signed 4
memorandum of undarstand-
ing with the Centre to join it.

“The Bengal government
did not Join the Udan 1.0
scheme that started in 20016,
As a result, 1t missed out on
chances to develop alrports
in small towns and backward
reglons like most other states
did, But as the Bengal govern-
ment signed an Mol to join
Udan 2, under which the Can-
tre would spend 228, K0 crore
to develop alrports across the
coumtry in (the) next 10 years,
Bengal would benefit,” said
the minister,

The Centre would start de-
veloping atrports at Haslmara
In Allpurduar, KEalalkunda

est Beng

Chief minister Suvendn
Adhilari felicitates Union
aviation minister Kinjarapn
Rammohan Naidn in
Howrah om Monday:
{FT1 pacture)

in Wast Midnapors, Chharra
in Purulia and Balurghat in
South Minajpur for domestic
Mghts.

The minister sald Hasi-
mara and Kalalkunda wore

armmy alrports and the Centre
Wil develop eIv] enclives gt
these sites to operate domes-
o fllghts. At Balurghat, the
existing alrstrip would be de-
veloped into a proper alrport,
whille the one n Prrmilia would
nead 10 be constructed.

Suvendu said that the pre-
vions Trinamool Congress-led
government did not join the
Udan L0 scheme becanse 1t
was unwilling g0 provide land
fior airport development.

“The Centre wanted 27
acres of land for Hasimara
airport and 37 acres for the
Kalalkunda airport. But the
state did not give the land
and the state was deprived,”
Suvondu safd.

He requested the minis-
ter to start connecting fights
from Andal to major clties Hke

Vimbal and Bangalore, in ad
iHom to direct fights o major
Pllgrimage sites ks A yodhya,
Tirupatl and Amritsar from
Caleutia. The minlster showed
keen Interest In devaloping the
Behala atrstrip in the ety o
o flght training centre under
the Uidan 2.0 schemes,

“As of now, 850 flghts are
in operation in the country.
In the next few vears, anoth-
or 1,640 fiights will operate in
India. So, the conntry neads
more pllots, and the airstripin
Behala conld be turned into an
Important thght braining cen-
tre,” Maidu said.

Druring the event, Bengal
chief secretary Mano] Agarw-
al sadd the state was working
o davelop a second alrport at
Ealyani in Nadia. Naldu said
developing Calcutta's second

Alrport Was the nesd of the
hotir consklering the sector's
Erowthin the next few years. 4
StAte gOVErNMEent Solree sald
that Maldu also spoke about
developing the Bagdogra air-
port in Siligurl.
More hirings
The state cabinet on Morday
approved a proposal to recrit
14,454 people in various de-
partments, including health,
MSME, fire and emergency
services, fovest and home,
Suvendn also saild he
wolild hand over appointment
letters to some of the 12,000
constables whose recriitment
process was completed recent-
Iy on Ociober 11 “We will give
appointments to 1 lakh youths
within one year as we have
promlsed,” he sild.
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Domestic airfare to go up as IndiGo

raises fuel charges citing ATF costs AIE to fly from Chennai

to Singapore twice daily

Revised Charges § WO for those beyond
. = S00km. Flights to Southeast
To Be Applicable = : Asia, GCC and Middle East, ~ MFromP1 afrline operate around 585 flights a
L North Asia and East Asia will day, includingup to 150 international
From Tuday attract a 75,500 charge, while A ir India Expross (ATE) will op-  flights.
the charge for Africa will be LA erate two daily flishts between The Chennai-Singapore service
Tmaes Mews Nerwor 6,000, The fuel charge for Eu- d Chennai and Singapore from  assumes significance as Air India
rope will remain at TH, D00, Oct 25, restoring a direct service on - had suspended its direct Chennai-
Chemmai: IndiGo, the largest The April charges for in- the route nearly four months after  Singapore flights from June, leaving
aidinesinthecountry hasra- SOARING FARES ternational flights ranged Ajr India withdrew its Singapore theroute without an Air Tndia group-

ised fuel charges on domestic
and international flights
amid a sustained increase in
aviation turbine foel (ATF)
prices, with the revised char-
ges applicable to all new boo-
kings made from 12.0lam on
Octé.

Under the revised domes-
tic structare, the foel charge
will range from I375 for
flights up to 50km to T1LI00
for Mlights exceeding 2,000km.
The charges for
S0TKmM-1,000km,
1,001km-1, 500 km and
1,500 km-2,000%km will be 3600,
TuMland 71,150 respectively

The earlier charges were
T2T5, TAM, THOL, THOD and T950

respectively for the five dis-
tance slabs. The latest revi-
sion therefore raises the do-
mestic fuel component by
T b TG0 per sector:

The airline said ATF pri-
ces had remained volatile in
recent months, particolariy
amid geopolitical develop-
menis in the Middle East. The
latest month-on-month incre-
ase of more than 14% has pus-
hed ATF costs to among its
highest levels in the past de-
cade, itsaid.

For international flights,
the fuel charge for SAARC
destinations will be 71,000 for
journeys up to 500km and

from THN to 710,000, depen-
ding on the destination and
distance. IndiGo said the in-
crease was necessitated by
the impact of higher fuel
costs on airline operations
and network economics. Av-
iationfuel constitutes asigni-
ficant portion of an airline’s
operating costs, making car-
riers particularly valnerable
to sharp movements in foel
prices. The airline had intro-
duced fuel charges in March
following a sharp increase in
jet fuel prices and subsequ-
ently recalibrated them in
April.

P AIE S'pore flights, P4

flights from the city

The 14-flights-a-weck serviee is
among the key international addi-
tions annonnced by Ajr India Ex-
press as part of its larpest-over win-
tor schedule 2006, which will see the

operated service.

The withdrawal had prompted
CONCETTS among passengers and the
travel trade, given the strong buasi-
ness, toarism and stodent traffic be-
tween the two cities.
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Cockpit attack left Machchhar
with ‘depressed skull fracture’

Tines News Nerwors

New Delhi: Captain Smit
Machchhar's heroic act of
savingflydubai FA1073has ac-
quired another dimension
with theextentof the injuries
he was fighting to save the
plane from its snicidal Omani
copilot now coming out
Sources say co-pilot Ham-
mam al-Hammami hitting
him with the axe kept in the
cockpit had led to a “de-
pressed fracture fragment of
skull”. An emergency sor-
gery is learnt to have been
porformed in Sandi Arabia
before Captain Machchhar
could be flown back to the
UAE for further treatment.
Dr (Air Cmde) Krishan
Fumar Yaday, senior clinical
director and professor of neu-
rosurgery and neuro-spine
surgery at Marengo Asia Hos-
pitals, told TOL: “A depressed
skull fracture is serious. Pat
simply, a piece of the skullhas
been pressed inward toward
the brain. During surgery
doctors make a careful inci-
shom, lift or remove the
pressed-in fragment, and
check the protective mem-
brane around the brain for
tears. They clean the area, ro-
pair any damage, and then ei-
ther roplace the bone or re-
construct it. It is delicate
work, but it is work we are
trained for, and many patients.
dovery wellaftorwards "
The Indian embassy in the
UAE saidon X Tuesday: “Capt
Smit continues to make stea-
dy progress and is regaining
his health. The embassy re-
mains in close touch with his
family, doctors and local au-
thorities, exterding all possi-
ble assistance. We thank ev-
eryone for their prayers &
wish him a speedy recovery”
“Recovery isnotastraight
line. The first days are quiet
ones: rest, careful monitor-
ing, and keeping him com-

in Saudi Arahia before he could
be flown back to the UAE

fortable. Then, bit by bit,
strength returns. There will
b good days and slower ones.
Headaches, tiredness, or tro-
uble concentrating are com-
mon whilethe bodyheals, and
they don't mean something is
wrong,” Dy Yadav said.

Captain Machchhar had
told Israeli PM Benjamin Ne-
tanyaln: “It was a normal
flight, and the co-pilot wanted
to pray, which a lot of locals
do. While he was praying, out
of respect, 1 just looked at the
fromt and not at the back.” He
said that about four or five
minutes later, he soddenly
felt a heavy blow to the back
of hishead, whichheinitially
thought was an impact in-
volving the aireraft.

“After about four or five

amd something is not right.
But then the blow kept com-
ing, one after the other And
that's when [ realised that it's
not the aircraft, it's the other
guy who was in the cockpit
with me." He tried to stop the
co-pilot but was badly affect-
ed by the initial blows. “T did
try tostop him, but becanse of
his initial blows, my vision
was almost like nothing. And
1 was completely bluorred
out,” the captain said. He
then realised the aireraft was
descending sharply

Washington: In arare gesture
of comgressional recomnition
for an Indian national, a bipar-
tisan group of US lawmakors
has infroduced a resolution
honouring Captain Smit Mac-
hehhar, the Indian pilot who
helped prevent a terrorist at-
tack aboard a flydubai fight
bound for [srac last week.
The resolution, introduced
Monday by New Jersey Demo-
crat Josh Gottheimer, with Re-
publican Reps Michael McC-
anl of Texasarnd Don Bacon of
Nebraska as cosponsors, prai-
=5 Machchhar for “extractdi-
nary courage in protecting ov-
ery soul aboard hisaircraft”.
The honour comes even as
relations betwoeon Washington
and New Delhi have entered
one of their more difficnlt pe-
riods in the Tromp era, comp-
Tieating what had been a stea-
dily deopening strategic part-
nership US-India trade talks
have again stalled, with Was-
hington retaining the possibi-
Tity of significantly higher ta-
riffs on Indian goods, and the-
re has been a sharp nptick in
anfi-Indian xenophobia on so-
cial media platforms in the US.
Machchhar's heroism, me-
anwhile, has provided a point
of mmeomplicated convergen-
ceamong ndia, US and Israel.
As por the resolution, the Hou-
s should “commend the hero-
icactionsof the off-duty pilots,
cabin crew, and passengors
who secured the flight deck
and bronght the aireraft safely
down™ and condemn the att-
ackas “anactof terrorismand
asan attack on the safety of in-
ternational civil aviation”™. It
also calls for a full investiza-
tion by Sandi and the UAE.
— Chidanand Rajghatta
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Airlines warn of route
withdrawals as W Asia
crisis drives

SHEKHAR SINGH
NEW DELHI, 0CTOBER G
Indian airlines are staring ata
fresh operational squeeze as
the continuing West Asia con-
it soaring aviation turbine
fudd { ATF) prices, rupee depre-
clation and higher fiving costs
threaten to make severl
domestic mutes  financially
unsustainable, with the Feder-
ation of Indian Airlines (FLA)
warning the government that
carriers may be forced towith-
draw from some routes of
urgent reliefis not provided.
In a letter to Civil Aviation
Minister Kinjamipu Rammo-
han Naidu, the FIA, represent-
Jet, has soupht mmediate
intervention, saving the cost of
Jet fuel alone has jumped to
nearky 55-60 per cent of aidine
operating expenses from the
historical 30-40per cent

up Costs

Theincdustrybodyhas wamed
that the continuing cost pres-
sure could result in futher cur-

taitment of operations and net-
work, potentially hitting air
connectivity acmss the country;
“Timely relief” is critical, the
FIA saud, waming that iof sup-
port was not provided, airlines
“may be compeled to with-
draw from several unsustain-
able mutes”, According to the
FIA, Brent crude has risen
from around $72 per bard to
£118 per barrel since the con-
flict bepan, while the price of
ATF based on MOPAG and
premium moved from $37.24
per barrel to a peak of $260.24.



	BL-ND-7 OCT.JPG
	HT-ND-7 OCT.JPG
	HT-ND-7 OCT-A.JPG
	AA DL 07OCT2026.JPG
	BL-ND-7  OCT.JPG
	BL-ND-7  OCT-A.JPG
	BS-ND-7 OCT.JPG
	BS-ND-7 OCT-A.JPG
	DB DL 07OCT2026.JPG
	DBU DL 07OCT2026.jpg
	DC-HYD-6 OCT.JPG
	DJ DL 07OCT2026.JPG
	DJ RS 07OCT2026.JPG
	ET-ND-7  OCT.JPG
	ET-ND-7  OCT-A.JPG
	ET-ND-7  OCT-B.JPG
	FE-ND-7  OCT.JPG
	FE-ND-7 OCT.jpg
	FPJ-MUM-6 OCT.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-6 OCT-A.JPG
	HB DL 07OCT2026.JPG
	HT-ND-7 OCT.JPG
	HU-ND-7 OCT.jpg
	IE-ND-7 OCT.JPG
	JS DL 07OCT2026.jpg
	MINT-ND-7  OCT.JPG
	MP DL 07OCT2026.JPG
	MP DL 07OCT2026A.JPG
	MP DL 07OCT2026B.JPG
	MP DL 07OCT2026C.JPG
	MP-KOL-6 OCT.jpg
	MS DL 07OCT2026.JPG
	MS DL 07OCT2026A.JPG
	NBT DL 07OCT2026.JPG
	PIO-ND-7 OCT.JPG
	PIO-ND-7 OCT-A.JPG
	PIO-ND-7 OCT-B.JPG
	TOI-MUM-6 OCT.JPG
	TOI-ND-7 OCT.JPG
	TOI-ND-7 OCT-A.JPG
	TOI-ND-7 OCT-B.JPG
	AT-GUA-6 OCT.JPG
	AU DL 07OCT2026.JPG
	BL-ND-7 OCT.JPG
	BS-ND-7 OCT.JPG
	DB DL 07OCT2026.JPG
	DH-BAN-6 OCT.JPG
	DJ DL 07OCT2026.JPG
	DJ RS 07OCT2026.JPG
	FE-ND-7 OCT.JPG
	FE-ND-7 OCT-A.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-6 OCT.JPG
	HH DL 07OCT2026.JPG
	HH DL 07OCT2026A.JPG
	HT-ND-7 OCT.JPG
	LS DL 07OCT2026.JPG
	MINT-ND-7 OCT.JPG
	MP DL 07OCT2026.jpg
	NBT DL 07OCT2026.JPG
	PIO-ND-7 OCT.JPG
	ST-KOL-6 OCT.JPG
	ST-KOL-6 OCT-A.JPG
	ST-KOL-6 OCT-B.JPG
	TG-KOL-6 OCT.JPG
	TG-KOL-6 OCT-A.JPG
	TOI-BAN-6 OCT.jpg
	TOI-ND-7 OCT.JPG
	TRI DL 07OCT2026.JPG

