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Navi Mumbai airport to see
overseas flights from day 1

—
Our Bureau
Murmibad

The loms-themed airport
terminal stands tall in the
town of Ubwe on the out-
skirts of Mumbai. Built on re-
claimed marshland at an es-
timated cost of T20,000
crore, the Navi Mumbai air-
port’s phase 1 will aid con-
nectivity, improve passenger
convenience and bring to
fruition the ciry’s dream of a
second airport.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inangurate the fa-
cility on Wednesday. Passen-
ger operations will begin
from December, with both
domestic and international
flights starring from day one,
Discussions are underway
with airlines for short-haul
overseas flights.

The airport will gradually
ramp up its handling capa-
city, with an inirial capacity
of 20 million passengers per
year. In the first month, the
airport will function for
twelve hours {8 am to 8 pm)
with 8-10 flights per hour.
These will scale up gradually
to 20 and 30 movements per
hour. Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport Ltd CEO BVIK
Sharma said the airport had

putin place measures to alle-
viate traveller anxiery re-
lated to car parking, airport
entry, check—l:i?lr pE:Eser;d
baggage claim, among oth-
ers. “We will have trusted
traveller programme from
day one so that people who
have registered can clear im-
migration without having to
wait in a gueue,” Sharma
said. There will 22 self-bag-
gage drop kiosks to ease the
check-in process.

Passengers would be able
to pre-order food from mul-
tiple joints at a kiosk and get
it delivered at the baggage
gate. There will be retail,
FE&B and gaming zones in the
forecourt.

WORKS ON TERMINAL 2
Adani Airport Holdings Ltd
CEOQ Arun Bansal said cur-
rent traffic demand of the
Mumbai Metropolitan Re
gion is 70-75 million and that
isunderserved because of ea-
pacity constraints at Mum-
bai airport. Design work on
Navi Mumbai airport’s
second terminal has begun,
and construction is expected
to start during the fiscal vear.
The second terminal will be
ready by 2029 and will add
another 30 million capacity
per year.
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NAVI MUMBAI AIRPORT READY FOR TAKEOFF

PHOTO: COMPANY

Navi Mumbai International Airportis set to be inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modion
Wednesday. The first phase, which has come up at an investment 019,500 crore, will become operational
from December with a single runway and handle 20 million passengers annually. The Adani group plans to
investadditional ¥30,000 crore to expand the new airport, said executives of Adani Airports Holdings 2 p
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Adani to put 30K cr more in Navi Mumbai airport

PM to inaugurate facility tomorrow; passenger operations to take off in December; expansion blueprint ready

Total
pro;ect area

1160

hectares A

(roughly |
2,866 acres)_ 2

Source: Adani
Airport Holdings

DEV CHATTERJEE

field airport and has started design work
on the second terminal. The new invest-
ment will fund the next phase of expan-
sion, which the company expects to
complete by 2029. “The design work for
the second-phase terminal has already
begun, and we expect tocommission itby
2029,” an Adani Airport executive said.
The company plans to raise funds for
this phase through a mix of debt and
equity. Though Adani group plans to list
the airport holding company, the execu-

tive did not indicate any timeline. The

Akasa Air, IndiGo, and Air India for oper-
ations. “We have already announced our
partnership with Akasa, IndiGo, and Air
India, which pretty much fills up the
capacity we have in the first phase,” the
executive said. The initial phase will
handle 2023 aircraft movements per
hour, with the flexibility to scale up as
operationsstabilise.

Connectivity hasbeen a key focus. The
recently opened Atal Setu reduces travel
time between South Mumbai and Navi

Mumbai to about 20 minutes, the execu-

1 Proj Navi Mumbai, 6 October Maharashtra government holds a 26 per tive said. Additional links are planned

FUture on the ﬂlght path a ?égcted cent stake in the project, with the throughMetroextensionsandaproposed

Pro;ected 20m p pa QG paaty The Adani group plans toinvestan addi- remainder owned by Adanigroup. high-speed rail corridor between Mumbai

] passenger |nitial ph ase (million tional ¥30,000 crore to expand the Navi Once completed, the Navi Mumbai and Hyderabad, which will pass near the
k"\, capa city ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, tonie ey Mumbai International Airport, which is airport will haveatotalcapacityof 9o mil- airport’s eastern side.

4 (milion 9O'M a annum) set to begin operations in December, lion passengers per annum (mppa), Executives said the second phase,

. passengers -, p p senior executives at Adani Airport Hold- making it India’slargestairportbycapac- whichwilladd capacity for30 million pas-

*_per annum) Final phase 0.5 ings said ahead of the facility’sinaugur- ity. The first phase will operate with a sengers, will include a major cargo ter-

e - ation by Prime Minister Narendra Modi single runway and handle20 mppa,cater- minal and India’s largest maintenance,

e o, on Wednesday. ing to both domestic and international repairand overhaul facility, with five large

- Initial  Final The group has already invested about flights from Day One. hangars. When fully developed, the cargo

phase  phase 320,000 crore in developing the green- The airport has already tied up with terminal will be capable of handling 3.8

million tonnes per annum, positioning
Navi Mumbeai as one of the country’s lar-
gestcargo hubs. “Ourambitionistomake
Mumbai and Navi Mumbai the hub for
cargo. India doesn’t have a cargo hub
today, and Navi Mumbai will play a big
rolein changing that,” the executive said.

The group also aims to establish
Navi Mumbai as a passenger hub com-
parable to Dubai, leveraging Air India’s
and IndiGo’s planned international
expansion.
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Master Plan in the Works to Build a Brand
New City Around Navi Mumbai Airport

CIDCOisinthe process of hiring a cunsultant for planning and advisory, says an official

Hailash Babar

Mumnibal: The City and Industrial
Development Corparation (CID-
CO), the urban planning agency
of the Maharashira government,
is expected tofinalise the master
plan for the developmoent of Navi
Mumbnl Aerocity over the mext
three months, saikd an official

The proposed Aeroclty, spreasd
over 667 acres adjacent to the
upcoming Navi Mumbead Inter-
natlonal Alrport (NMIA), will
accommaodate residemt ial, com
merelal, retadl, mixed-use and
industrial buildings. the afficial
sxid. When completed, it will mark
amilestone inthe city's urban and
real estate development.

The authority is in the process
ol selocting a consullant Lo prepa
re the master plan and provide
transaction advisory services for
the proposed development, said
an official.

Ihlnti!—ﬂlﬂﬂﬂhlﬂuﬁdﬂmmﬂnimubpuﬂmm

In addition to the Aeroci CIDCO
I8 plivnining an Educity, a Medicity,
and an International Corporaie
Park within the 10-km radius of the
new airport, aimed at creasting an

integrated ecosystem foreducation.

healtheare and global businesses.
The Navi Mumbni International
Aldrport i set to be Inaugurated
this week.
“These complementary develop-
ments are expected to boost real
estate demand across Navi Mum-

bal and posltion the alrport
precinot as o major hub for invest
maent and urban growth,” sald the
official cited enrlier

The Maharashtra government
has fast-tracked the project in line
with the airport's commercialiss
tion strategy. The proposed plan is
likely to allocate around 123 acres
each for residential, commercial
and retall purposes, with the
remaining land reserved for
mixed-use and industrial projects

Experts said the finalisation of
the master plan will have an im-
pact on Navi Mumbai's real estote
mirket, Residential demand is
expected torise sharply as the
Arrocity airport, and allied deve-
lopments generate employvment
and stimulate economic activity
Mid- and premium-sogment
hovsing is lkely (o see increased
Interest from profess lonals in
aviation, logistics, education,
healthcare and corporate sectors.

“The seamless last-mile connec-
tivity and strategle positioning of
the nlrport are setting new bench
muarks for urban development,
economicopportunity and global
connectivity reaffirming Navi
Mumbai'semergence on the
world stage,” said Karan Singh
Sodi, n senior managing director
at JLL India. “With the launch of
this alrport, the entire Panvel-
Ulwe corridor is expected togrow
significantly across multiple
assol classes.”
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Lotus blooms at Nvi umbai

® New airport
blends tradition
and modernity

RAGHAVENDRA KAMATH
Mumbai, Dctober &

A5 OMWE ENTERS the Mawi
Mumbai International Afrport,
brge digital screens catch the
oye, some displaying flight
nformationand er.amJ.uB
the history ofartsand culture of
Mahamshtraaswell as Incia
Diesigned in the shape of a
kotus, the new alrport, the flrst
phase of which will be opened
by Prime Minlster Narendra
Mod on Wedpesday, isa blend
of tradition and modernity.
The First commercial ﬂ'q;l':t s
cxpected to mke off from the
airport at Uhwe, neady 37 kilo-

& part of the Navi Mumbal Intermational Airport ahead of its opening on Cctober 8

metres from South Mumbai,in
Decemberthis vear. The atm is
in p'rm-hil.- the madmim con-
venienor and reduce "anxdety
points” for passengersthmough

the use of technology while
embrcing radition in design
and di.E'l.:lrli.l.FLu'g,r:.a.::u rI.“.I'I.R
o the airport operator,

Ot aim s o memove anx-

ety from common people,said
Arun Bansal, CEO of Adani Air
port Hobdings (AAHL).

Continved on Page 11

Lotus blooms at Navi Mumbai

IN TOTAL ; THE airport will
have 32000 sq ft of digialar
progmm me and 4,005 ft of
LED screens.

The airport will have facili
ties auch as pre-bookingof park-
ke, 100% Digl Yatra-enabled
pates, anumberof check-inand
IEH‘ IJJ.H{-!F dj DF counters Lo
reduce quene tme. The airport
has 66 conventional check-in
counters and 12 sclf- bapzage
drop-ins

The .'|:r|'|n11i.ulsn 'um:'hng
on a system that will inform
passEngers a hout thesr o B
gage belts,

Thearport will have anapp
wheme passengers can order
food fmm anyvwhere In thaalr-
portand get it delivered. The
alrport will have a food hall
which will haveaunigue” Bom-
bay Bond” which will have
restaumntswhich haveorigins
In Mumbal.

Hansal said t e entime mon -
e area will have papar-less
transactionsand kinskeswll be
set up for pre-ordering food.
*Passenpgers can pre-oeler from
the gates from doud kitchens
whidh will be 1000 15 mbmuts
service,” he said, add ing that the
abrpon will abko have gaming
zones for local people,

Initially, the alrport aims to
hamdle 20 million passengers
per anmum (MPPAY. It will han -
die 90 il lion passengemns once

The security check areaof the Mavi Mum bai

fully developed. therebybecom
Ing the largest alrport in the
Ty

The second phase of e akr-
port s expected tobe opened by
2029 The airport, spread acimss
1,160 hecares isdevelo pedand
managed by MNavl Mumbal
Inln'nat'nmih'lr[mrl I,HM]A.!.],
which isa spedal purpase vehi-
de between Mombai mterna-
tional Airport, a subsidiary of
AdaniAlrport Holdings having
Tatestakeand ODCOofMaha
rashitraholdisng 2 604,

With 38 million metric
e of planned cpacity, the
ﬂm1pn1.l:|'lnl.lum.i?i.!|nrgﬂl
cargo hub in the country and
plans to set up largest MED
facility in theai rport.

The anrgort feas alrraﬂ:.- ot |

¥ : .
International Alrport

uprwith Alasa Air Ind iGo andAlr
India for opsecations. Irthe ini-
tialphase, itwill handle about 20
13 13 alrcraft movements per
himr, with fiembifity to scale up
s opertons stabilise.

Theco mpany has invested
Rs 20,000 crore in phase 1 and
weill rovest s 30,000 crore m the
second phase , said Capt BVK
Sharma, CEO at NMIA. Abaoiid
65" of the mvestments are
funde] through debe

The amportwill ultimately
honsse four temmbnals o ked by
automated people  movers,
underground fuel hydmnt sys-
Izrn.-:,anr] efficient cargo anid
RS OgermMOovEnent networks.
Oinceall fourterminal sane oper-
athonal, capaci ty could reach up
o 1 OEY MPPA
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Navi Mumbai airport
set for Dec opening

Adani firm to raze Mumbai Tl in 2029 once Navi Mumbai T2 is ready

e
dlipli Bnan ks ivesmnt cosm
NEW DELHI

dani Group will demelish

Terminal 1 of Mombui's

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maluraj

International  Airport in

204, bist ey after Termimal
2 of the Navi Mumbai Airport is readby, sand
Arun Baresal, CEO of Adand Alrpon Hold
imgs Lidd, im a media briefing.

Waorkers could be seen rushing around
imwhitesafety helmts, operating tractors
aruld aiher heavy constroction vehickes, as
they try to complite the work befone the
first comumeercial Mighits bigin in Deoem
ber this year, India's top thee airlines-
Air Indis, IndiGio, and Alass —are sef (o
start operations from Dy 1, while intermo
tienilairlines are espected tojoin in ance
night operations are spproved.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
imzrurate the airport on Wednesday, fol
lowing the receipt of an serodrome

licenee from the aviation regulater, the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(EHGCA), on 300 8epiember.

[ Phase |, Right operations will be lim
et b S0 - 800 pum, Althougehinier
national Mights will start with domestic
{ligrhts, airlines are expeded o join after
might-operation permits am
obtained, Bansl said

The airport will open with o
single ronway. Intermational

Air Indiz, IndiGo, and Akasza to start operations immediately, intemational camiers to
join after night permits, says Adani Airport Holdings CEO Arun Bansal.

with a total annal passenger capacity of
B0 million.

The capital expenditure for Terminal |
was around 119,685 crore, while the
imvestment for Terminad 2 & planned tobe
around 50,000 crore, sad Captain
BV_LK Sharma, chiel executive officer,

thee Addind Girep, which holds a 74% stake,
and Cidoo, the Moharsshtra govermment's
land development agency, which has the
rerraininge 26 stke.

Lo My, Inalitio announced its opera
tiomal plan, which mehodes 18 daily depar
tirs b0 more thian 15 cities from the fiest
thay of opertions at the Kavi
Mumibai Internationl Air
port. Tata's Air Indin Exprroess
will burve 20 daily diepariunes

airlines will benefit from a &mtaﬂ;@;““” m‘;ha"m‘z :Eiﬁ?uﬁ EPEI_'?E“; to ovier L3 cities i the indtinl
ane-viear walver on parking initizlly, with mepm znnually inltialrrm. B 20 daily flight?m'j phase, it said in a press
foes, while domestic carriers afportopeningwith  scalingtoover imn  weekly domesic redemse st maonit b

will not receive similar con- 2 single runway LOMNEs Qe year flights for Akasa 1 Jume, Akasa, which has

cessinns, sid Bansal, speaking

overiaken Spicedet tobe the

toreporiersat the Navt Mum
b project office.

Diesigrmed aronaned a lotis theme, thie air
port s ingtially excpected tohandbe 50 mil
livn passenprrsannually, Terminal 2 wall
add S0 million more, with Terminals 3
and 4 cortributing an additicnal 20 mil
livn vach. Onee complete, the arpoct will
frature four terminals and two omways,

Navi Mumbii [ntermational Airpon.

The airpert wall also serve as a major
caerze by, imitially handling 0.5 million
tonnies per yesrand scaling up (o over 3
il licam brerines paer vear.

The airport is beime developed inmult
ple prhases by Navi Mumbisi Intermational
Adrport Ltdl. It is a joint venture botween

third-larpest airline in India,
announced that it wall be sterting opera
tions with over 100 weiekly domestic
flights from Navi Mumbai, gradually
expariding (o mone Lhan 300 domestic
and 0 international deparores by win
ter. 1 will also add 10 parking bases amd
further expand into key Middle Eastern
and Southeast Asinn markets by FY27.
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DGCA intervenesamid festiverush;
IndiGo, AirIndia, SpiceJetadd extraflights

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Dl 5 Octolser

The DirectorteGenermalofiChvil
Avtation (DGCA), under the
mundate of the Mindstry of
Civil Aviation (MoCA), s
imtensified ts monioring of
ajrfnres abead of the festive
SCLS0N Lo previent shu price
hikes and ensure adequate
cupacity for passe npers

Acting prosctively, theDGEA
engaged with domesticadines
ard directed them o ramp up
fight operations o meat the
expected surge In demand. In
respanse, major carders hive
annoumosdsigniGemicapacity
adklidons.,

Following the regulators
intervention, airlines have
announoedsioniBemtcapact
expansions [or the lestive
season, IndiGo will deploy
approximustely 730 mldtional
Mights across 42 sectors. Alr

Indls and Ade Inidin Express
toszether will add alwout 486
addilonal Qighis acness 20
seclors. whik Spicelet plans
norperateamand 546 additionl
[lights across 38 sectors.

In total, Indian carriers are
st tooperate more thun 1700
exirallights during the festhe
period 1o accommodate the
st in trnellers,

The avistion regulator said
it will continue o meadntain
“rlooomus oversight” on both
alrfares and Cizht capacities
szt posmpend lewsd s
and ensure alfordable trvel
dhurirg the hilgh-demand festive

SCASIL

Siotabdy: the Confederation
ol All IndBin Troders (CAIT)
has said the recent cuts in
goods and services tax (GST)
slats huve spumed demand
momenium in the country,
with Divali X125 saleseapociod
Lo surpass Bs 4.55 iriltlon

Baothdirea and mdineat taxes
honee grmedownaliort b
tax rebates announdced in the
Buckyet this vearand the GST
rate cuts. All this has come as
a hig relief toboth consumers
and retailers It his, in tiom,
boosted corsumption during
the crocial festival season,
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‘Navi Mumbai Airport to

scale best in Asia, Europe’
To Handle 2Cr Flyers Annually: Jeet Adani

Saurabh.Sinha

@timesofindia.com

avi Mumbai Internatio-
N nal Airport’s (NMLA)
apening will signal the
start of restoring equilibrium
fior the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MME) in Indian avia-
tion — a place that Mumbai
had slowly ceded to Delhi
Bengaluru and Hyderabad
over the last decade, sald Jest
Adani, director (airports) of
the Adani Group, who owver-
saw construction of MMR's
long-awaited huh He spoke to
TOI, a day before NBIA= in-
auguration by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
He said, having risen from
“swamps and mudfats, the av.
iatiom hub will surpass the
best alrports of Asia, Europe
and America inuser experien-
ce and efficiency for stnkehol-
thers."” NMIA isopening with a
capacity to handle two crore
passengers annually (CPA). It
is expected to reach its satura-
thon capacity of nine CPA In
about o decade, with two run-
ways and three torminals con-
nected by an automated peo-
ple mover — bullt with invest-
mentof over Bs1lakh crore,
“For Mumbai, NMIAs in-
anguration is more than just
the opening of a terminal and
a rurway: It is lifting of a long-
standing  jinx, Mumbais

Singapore Changil is known for efficiency and

passenger experience. NMIA is designed to exceed it in
ultimate capacity, while matching its digital backbone. Dubai
International dazzles with throughput and shopping
gxperiences. NMIA combines scale with cultural
identity, with local brands forming the key pillars
of passenger experience and sustainability
considerations woven into fundamental design
and planning. Seoul Incheon and Tokyo Narita
are examples of Asian order and technology. We
aim to meet those benchmarks on airside, while
surpassing them in growth headroom

=Jeet Adani, Director (airports), Adani Group

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Alrpart
{CSM1A) has been operating
at a peak capacity of about 5.5
erore passengers annually but
the demand of this region
the counbey's aviation nerve
centre — was much more and
continues to rise. At Mumbed
airport, congestion and lack
of space had become the
norm. By the Late 1990s it had
become chaar that a second air-
poert would be required, and
the Navi Mumbai site was se-
leeted back then,” Jeet Adani,
the younger som of group pat-
riarch Gautam Adani, said.
Butittook close to three de-
cades for the plan to becaome a
reality, owing to a series of
unending roadblocks. Instead
of being seen as the site of an
upcoming airport, for many
years the land —2 B0 hectares
af it — remained embroiled in

court cases. The delay meant
Mumbaikars suffered from
lackof acrial connectivity and
the city lost its busiest avia-
thon hub slot o 200

“The challenges were the-
pe 1 2021, when we took over
theresponsibility of construg-
ting NMIA. But instead of see-
ing them as challenges, Gau-
tam Adani saw them as an op-
portunity On his first visit to
the site, he decided NMILA wo-
uld opennot with acapacity of
1CPA but doubleof that, simp-
Iv bacause of (he demond of
region, Speed was paramount
Finaneial closure, elusive for
over a decade, was achieved
within months.  Rehabilita-
tion was handled with sensiti-
vity & spesd. Creeks were di-
verted, power lines shifted and
hills flattened. The impossihle
suddenty seemed inevitable”
said Jeet Adani.
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Emergency RAT deploys
onAlflight from Amritsar

SHEKHAR 51N GH

THMPVE KIWA S0

NIW DELI, OCTONER 5

(vver four months after an
Air Indin Dreambiner orash
daimed 260 bves another
aircraft of the same model
has triggered o madeair
alarm. A Boemg TT opemt-
mg from Amritsar o Birm
ingham on Satunday suf-
fered an unexpected
deployment of ihs ram air tur-
bane (RAT) durng landing, a

PMlane lands safely in
Uk DGCA probe on

mechamsm meant to actk
vate anly when both engines
or clectriol systems fdl
The Directorate General of
Civil Avaation (DGCAL began
o probe mto the incident. The
pction followed a letter wiit-
ten by the Fedemtion of
CONTINUED OGN PAGE B

Emergency RAT deploys..

Indian  Pilots (FIP) to the
DGCA, demanding & marmjire
hensve  and  notioowide
irspection of all Drearmnliners
The FIP termed the inckdent
“deeply  alarming” amd &
“wakeupoll” brthe regulaio

The FIP suid the malfisne
tion cotild be “ancther pointer™
to elesper systemic fnilts that
miry have contributed to the
denilly A Ineclis crmsh in Jine

“The operating oew of

Mgt AL117 from Armftsar to
Birmingham on October 4

detected the deployment of

RAT during the aircralt’s
fimal approach, All elctricl
and  hydenilic  porameters
wene found normal, and the
aircraft performed asafelamd-
ing at Birmingham. The air-
craft has been grounded for
further checks and conse-
quently, the: AT1H Might from
Birmingham 1o Delhi hag
been cancelled and altema-
tive arrangements ame heing
made to acommodate the
puests, At AirIndia, the safety
of passengers and crew
memains the top priorty,” an
Air Inclia spokesperson said
The Dresmliner (registra-
tion VEANO) was grounded

after landing, and is retum
leg, AT from Bemingham
to Dieslhi, wons cancelled

In a ketter to the mvimtion
walchdog, the FIP noted that
the mallunctionomeumed when
the RAT deployed automaticnl-
by st arniined 500 on approac
to Brmimgharn, “The Aireraft
Heilth Monitoring his picked
upra bt of the Bus Power Con-
tdl Unil, which may have
cotised the auto deploviment of
RAT" the letber stites],

It further stated that the
DGCA's  earber post-crish
inspections faled to ook ot
the bager elkecliol Bsues
The pilotz" body, which repre-
ef LS e Fl..:rl'l-l t:i:h.ﬂ.-{ ey h-i
asidines, sak] the incdent
Vst serve as o wiee-upeall”
fior the: regulatior

This 18 fhe serond majorind-
dent involving the same a@r-
craft reode] snce June 12when
Air Indim’s Boeing TET fMight
ATl from  Ahmedabad
crashed shorfly after thle-off,
killing 260 peopls on boand
The Airersfl Accident Tnvesti-
gation Burmay is proteng that
crush, with inftial findings sug-
gesting both engines shut
dowwn seconds after Hit-off
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Shift Chandigarh airport traffic
to Ambala Cantt: Vij to Centre

UT airport shut from Oct 26 to Nov 7 for runway repair

MimisH SHARMA
AMBALL, OCTORER §
Ewen a= the inmuguration of
the domestic airpord in
Ambuals Cantonment
remaing pending, Cabinet
Minister Anil Vij has urged
the Union Civil Avimtion
Minister to explore the pos
sihility of shifting flight
operations from Chandigarh
Amrpoart to Ambals for the
convenience of passengers,
Arcording toofficials, Sha-
heed Bhagat Singh Interna-
tional Airport, Chandigarh,
will remain closed fior fight
operations from October 26
il am)to November 7 (1159
pm} due to polymer modi-
fied emulsion work planned
on the runway, The airfield
will not be avallsble for
fixed-wing aircmafl operm-
tons durng this penod.
Speaking o The Thbune Vi
sand, “The Chardi garh airport
5 o boe closed for a few days
e to repair work s, and it will
Cilise mounvensence W the
passengers 48 there i no oth-
er adrport from Delh to Amrit-
sar whach can be used in this
situation. The domestic air
poit in Ambaks i ready and all
the cqupment hove been
installed Lhave senta letterto
the: Civil Aviation Minister to

'1?1-:----' :|-1J|“T
OMESTIC AP0

The domestic airport in Ambals Cantonment. ree

eommine theairportin Ambals
and explore the possibality of
shifting the fights to Ambaky
If the fhghts con be shified. 1t
will eome as a big respite
because the passengers n
trovel to Chandigarh from
Ambalovery easily "

He said “The avistion
department offidals should
visit the abpod and if any
chanpes are required then i
sheauld be made, Though the
domestic airport # not that
bag, it can handle the traffic
and ot leamt the domestic
fights can be opembed from
heeree till the anrport in Chisndi-
garh resumes operabions”

In Augrist, Vig hadd informed
that Union Defenoe Minister

Bajnath Singh had ghven his
mnsent for the iguration
of the Ambals Cantomment
Airport, thouph the date 15 yol
o be decided. The mdtiol fipht
mutes  pmoposed mchade
Ambals-Ayodhys  Ambale-
Lucknow  Ambalo-Jammu
and Ambals-Srinagpr

Highlightimg the Defenoe
Minister's role in faclitating
the project, Vij said, *Defenoe
Minister HRajnath Singh
playvesd an important role in
the construction of the air-
port as the lamd required
belonged to the Army He
el 10 providin g that land.
Therefore, 1 had requested
Inirm o inaupurate the arrpot
and he agreed.”
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India-China tlights
A deal born of economic necessity

FTER more than fve vears, Indk and Chi-
na are preparing to reopen direet air routes.
Talks on updating the bilateral air services
pact are continuing, even as flights are
scheduled o resume on October 26, Indi-
Go's Kolkata-Guangzhou service will take to the seies,
ending a suspension that began with the pandemic but
deepened with the 2020 Gahvan clash, The resumption
heis been welcomed as a sipgn of easing tengiony, yel it is
more a cautbous reset than asweeping thaw Behind the
move, however, lies economic compulsion rather than
diplsmatic warmth. India's small and medium enter-
prizes — the backbone of its manufacturing andtrading
sectors — are heavily dependent on Chinese row mate-
rials and fmished goods. From elecironics and pharma
ceuticals to auto parts and chemicals, disruptions in
supply have hurt output and inflated costs. Restoring
direct airlinks became a practical necessity tokeep pro-
duction lines moving and markets supplied. In effect,
India has been foreed to make a limited deal with Chi-
na o prevent further sirain on its own businesses.
Even go, symbaolism must not be mistaloon for sub-
stanee. The restart covers only select cities and carriers,
reflecting puarded intent rather than open skies, Bor-
der disengagement talks remain fragile, with nsther
side conceding ground on territorial disputes. India’s
stagpeving 300-billion trade deficit with China adds
another layer of caution. A few restored flights wall not
erase structural imbalances or strategic rivaly
For Befjing, with slowing growth, renewed secess to
Indian markets and students is attractive. For New Delhi,
allowin g aviation resumpiion 3gnals pragmatic diploms
Y —engaging where necessary without abandoning red
bnes It alio reassures other partners that Indis is not
shutting doors, oven acit diversifies ties with the Westand
Agis-Pacific. The test bes in what follows. 1f routes excpand,
exchian ges deepen and tensions stay low, sldes could tru-
Iy clear, Until then, this is adesl driven by necessity —one
thatoffers opportunity, but demands viglance.
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Arrlines told to add more ﬂ1ghts

NEW DELHI, Oct 5: The
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has start-
ed reviewing airfare trends
ahead of the festive season
rush and has directed airlines
to increase flight capacity to
prevent any sharp rise in tick-
et prices, Mimistry of Civil
Awviation said on Sunday.

According to the ministry,
the DGCA has been keeping
a close watch on airfare
movements, particularly
during the festive season
when passenger demand typ-
ically peaks.

The regulator has asked
airlines to deploy additional
flights to handle the increased
travel rush and ensure afford-
ability for passengers.

“DGCA is mandated by
Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA) to keep a watch on
airfares, especially during the
festive season and take ap-
propriate measures in case
of a surge in prices,” it said.

“Accordingly, the DGCA
proactively took up the issue/
matter with airlines and
asked them to augment flight
capacities for the festive sea-
son by deploying additional
flights to meet high demand,”

it added.

Inresponse, major airlines
have confirmed plans to add
hundreds of extra flights
across key routes.

IndiGo will deploy around
730 additional flights across
42 sectors, while Air India
and Air India Express will
operate approximately 486
additional flights on 20routes.
SpiceJet 1s also expanding its
capacity with nearly 546
flights on 38 routes. — IANS
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indiGo to start
Mumbai-London flights

Mew Delhi: IndiGa will launch
daily, direct flights connecting
Mumbai and Lendon fram
October 26. The services will
be operated with Boeing 787-2
Dreamliner aircraft taken on
wet/damp lease from Norse
Atkantic Arrways and will have
economy class and
IndiGoStretch seats. in July, it
commenced services to
Manchester from Mumbai. en
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IndiGo to start
Mumbai-London
flights from Oct 26

IndiGo will launch daily, direct flights con-
necting Mumbai and London from October
26 as the country’s largest airline expands its
international network. The services will be
operated with Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner air-
craft taken on wet/ damp lease from Norse
Atlantic Airways and will have economy class
and IndiGoStretch seats. IndiGo CEO Pieter
Elbers said the India-UK corridor has long
held significance, due to strong bilateral ties
and growing traffic driven by students, visit-
ing friends and relatives, business and leisure
travellers. PTI
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Boeing, Airbus say no
new narrowbody jets
anytime soon

Exacutives from Boelng and Adrbus dams-
pened specularion of Imminent decisions m
replace their best-selling nasewhody modals,
telling a major andience of investors that it
wortld take thime to achieve the required jump
in performance. W Fhad reparted that Boeing
was in the early srages of developling a 737 sue-
cessor, But marketing chisf Darren Hulst toid
theInternational Soclery of TransportAdrcradt
Trading that & launch is “some way off ™ while
nn Adrbus executive said it woukd “take abicof
tme® nachievethe efficlancy gains needed to
artract the market. REUTERS
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Pilots urge DGCA inspect Boeing 787

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, OCT.5

The Federation of Indian
Pilots (FIP) on Sunday
urged aviation safety reg-
ulator DGCA to thorough-
ly check and investigate
the electrical system of all
Boeing 787 aircraft in the
countryThe pilots’ body
wrote a letter to DGCA
(Directorate General of
Civil Aviation) a day after
a Boeing 787 plane operat-
ed by Air India from
Amritsar to Birmingham
saw deployment of emer-
gency turbine power when
it was about to land in the
UK cityAccording to Air
India, the operating crew
of its Amritsar-
Birmingham flight report-
ed that the Boeing 787's

Ram Air Turbine (RAT)
unexpectedly deployed
during the final approach
on October 4, but the air-
craft landed safely.

In the Air India aircraft
incident, the Aircraft
Health Monitoring (AHM)
picked up a fault of Bus
Power Control Unit
(BPCU), which may
have caused the
auto deployment
of RAT, FIP
President G S Ra-
ndhawa said in the
letter to DGCA.

“The (Birmingham
flight) incident occurred
when the Ram Air
Turbine (RAT) deployed
automatically at 500 ft on
approach into Birmin-
gham... the Aircraft
Health Monitoring (AHM)

has picked up a fault of
the Bus Power Control
Unit (BPCU) which may
have caused the auto
deployment of RAT" the
pilots' body, which claims
to represent over 5000
cockpit crew members,

said in the letter.
BPCU manages
an aircraft's elec-
trical power sys-
tem.RAT deploys
automatically in
the eventuality of
a dual engine fail-
ure or total elec-

tronic or hydraulic fail-
ure. It uses wind speed to
generate emergency
power.Engine or
hydraulic/electrical fail-
ure or software malfunc-
tion are being cited as
among the several proba-

ble causes of the Air India
Boeing 787 plane crash in
June this vear.

“There have been
numerous incidents on B-
787 aircraft. We have
strongly taken up with the
Civil Aviation Ministry
and Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) to thoroughly
check the electrical sys-
tem of all B-787 aircraft in
the country“After the Air
India -171 crash, the FIP
has been constantly insist-
ing on thorough check up
of the electrical system of
B-787 aircraft in the coun-
try Subsequent to the
crash, DGCA checked only
the fuel control switches
of B-7T87 in Air India
(fleet),” FIP said in the let-
ter
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DGCA to probe latest

mid-air scare aboard
Air India’s Boeing aircraft

Move comes after pilots’ body demands
checks on all Boeing 787s in India

MUMBAI, DHNS/PTI

he Directorate Gen-
Tcrai of Civil Aviation

(DGCA) will carry out a
detailed probeintotheincident
of the Ram Air Turbine (RAT)
gettingdeployedinan AirIndia
Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner air-
craft a few minutes before the
Amritsar-Birmingham flight
landed on Saturday, according
toan official.

The aviation watchdog’s
move followed the Federation
of Indian Pilots (FIP) to it, de-
mandingathorough probeinto
the electrical system of all Boe-
ing 787sinthe country.

In an aircraft, the RAT de-
ploysautomatically in the event
ofadual-engine failurc or total
electronic or hydraulic failure,
The RAT uses wind speed to
generate emergency power,

A senior DGCA official told

b J

PT1that the RAT gotdeployed
during the plane’s landing at
400 feet, but the pilot did not
reportanyrelated abnormality.

The maintenance for un-
commanded RAT deployment
recommended by Boeing had
been carried out, and no dis-
crepancy was observed, said
the official, adding that the air-
craft was released for service.
The official also said the DGCA
would carry out a detailed in-
vestigation into the incident.

“All electrical and hydrau-
lic parameters were found
normal, and the aircraft per-
formed a safe landing at Bir-
mingham,” said Air India in a
statement on Sunday.

The airline did not share
specific details, including the
number of people on board.

Meanwhile, the FIP letter
stated: “Since the time Boe-
ing-787 has been flying, there

have been numerous inci-
dents on 787 aircraft. We have
strongly taken upwith the Civ-
il Aviation Ministry and AAIB
(the Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau) to thoroughly
check the electrical system of
all B-787s in the country.”

The incident raised con-
cerns after the June 12 Air In-
dia Flight 171 erash involving a
Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner soon
after takeoff from Ahmedabad.
It led to the death of 260 peo-
ple, including 241 on board.
There was only one survivor
among the passengers.

The 15-page preliminary
findings of the AAIB had said:
“The aircraft achieved the
maximum recorded airspeed
of 180 Knots [AS at about
08:08:42UTC and immediate-
ly thereafter, the Engine 1 and
Engine 2 fuel cutoff switches
transitioned fromRUNw CUT
OFF position oneafter another
withatime gapof Ol sec... Inthe
cockpitvoice recording, one of
the pilots is heard asking the
other why he CUT OFF. The
other pilot responded that he
did notdoso.”
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SCSeeks IndiGo’s Reply on Customs Appeal against IGST Relief

InduBhan

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Monday sought the response of Inter-
Globe Aviation, parent company of
the nation’s largest airline IndiGo, on
the customs department’s appeal
challenging a Delhi High Court deci-
sionthat declared as unconstitutional
the levy of IGST on reimported air-
craft engines and aircraft parts that
were repaired and serviced abroad.

In March, the HC had

quashed a partof the go-

vernment's 2021 notifi-

cation thatsoughtto im-

pose integrated goods

. and services tax

.ir::l::lli:lhﬁ (IGST) on such rei‘m-

quashedapart POrtS, bquglng relief
of the govt's to the aviation sector.

2021noticeon  An apex court bench

IGSTon of Justice BV Naga-

reimported rathna issued notice to

aircraftengines InterGlobe after brie-

fly hearing additional solicitor gene-
ral N Venkataraman, who argued that
the high court could not have declared
the law as unconstitutional.

The customs department told the co-
urt that Section 3(7) of the Customs
Tariff Act (CTA), 1975 is an indepen-
dent charging provision levyving an
additional duty of customs on the
same transaction. Levydoesnotstand
effaced consequent to the promulga-
tionof IGST, it argued, adding that In-
terGlobedoesn’t stand absolved of the

liabilities created by the provision.

Counsel V Lakshmikumaran, appe-
aring for InterGlobe, opposed the ap-
peal, sayingtheamountpaid by theav-
lation company, which had sent air-
craft engines and parts abroad for re-
pairs, had been taxed as import of
services and, therefore, the very same
goods being reimported to India can-
not be subjected to IGST as import of
goods.

The apex court will now hear the
matter on November 21.
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Non-metro cities take off
in India’s aviation boom

By Sreedev Krishnakumar

That India’s post-reform growth story has
been an unequal one is a well-accepted
and commented upon fact. However, this
inequality does not mean that growth has
been the preserve of just a handful of
places. In fact, there enough signs that
even as inequality s, opulence is
also spreading ss India’s geography.
ﬂ.mnng the most important proofs of this
i ing share of non-metro towns

n map, albeit with the
caveat that air travel is no longer seen as
the luxury it once was. The numbers
speak for themselves.

Air travel has boomed in India in the last two decades

The Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) database gives the number of domestic and international

passengers handled by airports from 1995-96 anwards. This number was 25,6 and 11.4 million for domestic
and international passengers in 1995-96 and increased by a multiple of 13 and 7 in the next three decades. Between
2005-06 and 2024-25 itself, the number of domestic and international air passengers in India has increased from
around 51 and 22 million to 335 and 77 million respectively, The only dip in the long-term graph came during the
pandemic, when flight operations were severely restricted. What is also noteworthy is the fact that the bulk of
India’s aviation growth has come from domestic, not international, passengers. The ratio of domestic and interna-
tional passengers has increased consistently if one were to ignore rhepum Emic year.

s *" passengers handled by airports in India ...
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Airports in metro regions still dominate, but their share

has decreased
As India’s skies have opened to millions of new fliers, the distribution of traffic across airports has shifted. Metro
airports in the six largest cities (Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai. Kolkata, Bengaluru and Hyde } continue to handle

the bulk of passengers, but their dominance is weakening. HT analysed this by drawing the fiscal year wise data
from the airport-wise passenger traffic given in Airport Authority of India’s monthly traffic news reports. The
airports were classified into metro and non-metro categories, and further into city tiers using the RBI's official city
tier framework.

In 200607, these metros accounted for nearly three-fourths of all passengers handled by Indian airports. Howev-
er, by 2024-25 their share had fallen to neariy 60%, with non-metro airports capturing around 40% of traffic. It is
important to underline that both the embarking and disembarking airports count a passenger in their passenger
handled numbers and therefore these numbers almost double the number of passengers flown by the airlines. A
tier-wise view reinforces the shift: while Tier-1 cities still dominate, their share of passenger traffic has dipped from
78.5% in 2006-07 to around 66.4% in 2024-25, with Tier-2 cities gradually expanding their footprint from 15% to
24.6% and Tier-3 making small but notable gains to reach 9%.

: City tier-wise share of airports in passengers handled /...« w7 mremmen
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Smaller cities are now driving India’s aviation boom

HT analysed the city tier-wise growth numbers of 7 airports for i e H
which dyta is available from 201516 t0 2024 25 from AAlsrepors. (1Y tier-wise median
The results show that smaller cities have been driving India’s aviation boom: growth recorded by airports

passenger traffic at Tier 1 airports grew a median 84.4% over the decade. in passengers handled
while Tier 2 and Tier 3 airports saw far faster growth of 132% and 159%

respectlwﬂy Kanpur Airport (Chakeri) in Uttar Pradesh and Mysore Airport 1 "#4% %
Kamataka—tier 2 and tier 3 respectively—stand out as airports that saw
IJJE maost growth, recording extraordinary increases of 163 480% and 7.874%,

albeit from a very low base. Both airports were long-established but highly =
underutilised with little or no scheduled service until the mid-2010s; their
revival and subsequent surge were reinforced under the UDAN regional 5

connectivity scheme. To illusirate, AAl data shows that the Kanpur airport
handled just 197 passengers in 201516, and Mysore only 1190—by 2024-25, 1
those figures had risen to 322,252 and 94,891 respectively. Tier1 Tierz Tier 3

Gap between metro, non-metro airports narrows more in
domestic than international passengers

The narrowing of the metro and non-metro divide is most visible in domestic aviation. In 2006-07, nearly 73% of all
domestic passengers in India passed through the airports in metro cities, while non-metro airports aceounted for
justover a quarter. By 2024-25, the metro share had to around 558%, with non-metro airports handling
four in every ten domestic passengers. Airports such as Lucknow, which expanded from barely 0.5 million
domestic passengers in 2006-07 to nearly 5.3 million in 2024-25, and Jaipur, which grew from 0.6 million to more
than 5.5 million domestic passengers in the same period, show how non-metro cities have emerged as major
domestic hubs alongside the traditional metros.

International travel, however, remains far more metro-centric. In 2006-07, they accounted for more than 78% of
international passengers, and even by 2024-25 their share was only marginally lower at about 73%. For global
carriers, scale and connectivity continue to concentrate traffic at the largest airports, limiting the extent of
decentralisation seen in the domestic market.

Share of airports in metro and non-metro regions in passengers handled by type
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Airlines add 1.7k flights
ahead of festive season

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: With the festive sea-
son around the corner, airlines
are gearing up to operate more
than 1,700 additional flights
across key routes to address the
travel rush. The move comes
after the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) stepped in
to ensure sufficient capacity and
prevent a sharp rise in airfares
ahead of Diwali.

The aviation regulator
reviewed recent airfare trends
and held discussions with air-
lines to address the expected
spike in passenger demand dur-
ing October and November, the
DGCA said in a statement
released on Sunday. “Accord-
ingly, the DGCA proactively took
up the issue/matter with airlines
and asked them to augment
flight capacities for the festive
season by deploying additional
flights to meet high demand,” it
said.

Responding to the regulator’s
call, airlines announced signifi-

cant additions to their schedules.
IndiGo, India’s largest carrier,
will operate around 730 extra
flights across 42 sectors. Air
India and Air India Express will
together add nearly 486 addi-
tional flights across 20 sectors,
while SpiceJet will deploy about
546 extra flights across 38
routes, the DGCA said.

These additions are aimed at
easing congestion and improv-
ing availability, especially on
popular routes such as Delhi to
Mumbai, Delhi to Bengaluru,
and Mumbai to Chennai, as pec-
ple head back home to their fam-
ilies to bring in the festive sea-
sOn.

DGCA said they will maintain
“rigorous oversight” of both
fares and seat availability to pro-
tect passengers’ interests. Air-
fares often witness a steep surge
during Diwali and vear-end holi-
days, with passengers booking
last-minute tickets facing the
highest hikes. Ahead of Durga
Puja, flights to Kolkata also
reportedly witnessed a surge in
ticket prices.
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IndiGo to launch flights on

Mumbai-London Heathrow
route starting October 26

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MEW DELHI OCTOBER 6

FOCUSED ON expanding its
fledgling long-haul network,
IndiGo on Monday announced
daily non-stop fights to
London's primary airport
Heathrow from Mumbai start-
ing October 26

Itwill deploy the Boeing 787-0
aircraft damp leased from Norse
Atlantic on the route, London's
Heathrow airport is Europe’s
largestaviation hub,

The country's largest airine
IndiGo forayed into the long-
haul segment early July. It
launched non-stop fights to
Manchester and Amsterdam
[y b early July, with an
eyeonbecoming aghobal airing
by 2030, The aidine hassincean-
nounced Rights to Copenhagen
— set to start this week — and
Athens, slated to begin eaily

January, Uintil IndiGao's entry, Air
India wast he only Indan carrier
operating flights to the UK and
Europe.

“Entering Heathrow, a key
global hub known for its scale
and co mectivity, is both a proud
milestone and a strategic step
forward in  strengthening
IndiGo's global ootprnt. The
India-UK comidor has long heid
signific ant ielevance, not anly be-
cause of grong bilateral ties, but
alsodue to the growing traffic be-
tween the two countries driven
by students, visiting fends and
relatives, business and leis ume
travellers. After the outstanding
response o our long-haul debut
flights to Manchester, we ane ex-
cited 1o set oot in London,” sad
IndiGa's Ohief Executive Officer
Pieter Elbers.

IndiGo has added nearly 40
new intemational destinations
since 2015 with nearly 20 of
thosein just thelast three years.
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SC agrees to hear IndiGo plea
on IGST on re-imported parts

T —
ki yadre@kvemint.com

WEWDE

T hie Sugwrisme Cort (507
un Monday agreed fo
ecaiming a  dispute
Bartween the evstoms deguert-
et i e Celokee Aviation
Lud, which operates Lodia's
Lurgest alrline IndiGio, over
whether bntegrated goods and
services o (1G5 T) should be
lewiid en the repair costs of
gomicls re-imporied into Indds
after bedng sent alwoad Tor
M T

Nogermtbusand H Matobecm
bsniil a nothee to leedifGo afer
haring the custom depan-
mient's i

This case reached the apsex
eourt after the costons
department chiallenged a
Muorch ruling by the Delhi
High Court (HO that struck
town s unconstinmional o
portionola 200 eystoms notl-
fieation reguinng payment al
1GST anl cess o such ve-Lm-
prartid] gooids

Adlalittonal solletior general
N Venhatormmen, appedring
for the customs

A bl of Jusibces BY. i

remtabiead orarswered e
e ol pubilishing thisrepor.
The Delhi HC's March
Judgrment brought major
rediel to airfines. 1 was in
reesposss to o 2023 petitdon
[hed by DmterCelobe Aviation,
wiideh challienged this lmgaosl-
ton of IGST an re-lmpaorted
alrernft aned parts following
repuiles oversons. It hod
argued that since afrerafi
enginvsand pers sent alroad
[or pegealr remalned s prog-
wrty, thielr tempsarary export
cunstituied o supgely of servi-
ces and not

depurtinent ik,  IndiGo's lawyers  goods Thesefone,
“An lmportunl  gayidtheairline  re-importing
coustitutlonal  woagstill awaiting  'hem  aftes

guestion  Wis  eefmde fromthe  Tebalrs should
wrisin dn s - P ned attract addi-
1w The judge- i m tlannal

ment hursws—n The high court
declares thae Law order in March uplield IndiGo's
uncaninstiiatlasmal s contenmon, ml-

anil afTects eviery
-l ®

Lawyers  representing
IndiGa, however, todd ihe
voart e the alrline was still
wwniting refunds Tmem the
dipartment desplie the high
vontart s orcher wiad Dhat officials
hesd pedused to comiply with the
ruling “Unr pelunds are ol
goetting stuck now. They ame
refusing to ahide by the [high]
et sonder,” they angussl

Queeriios smmuiled to st

Ing that HGST on
Imporiead services could be
levid only umder Section (1)
al the IGST Act, not through
crasiasms notiflestions Iclun-
fed  that  re-lmporting
repubred poods amournted o
an impont of services, aol
oods, and therefore couldnot
e o] under the Customms
Tarif Act.
Batjecting the gosimmument's
argument that the 2021
ampncdments were nree oo

T s Py o
In March, the Delhi HC streck down part of 2 200 notifcation
requiring payrment of IGST and cess on such goods

Mizations, this cogre sall they
Tl b et exprandisd the tod's
seope unlawiully. Inn 25 Jae-
ary 2023 inmterim order. the
court trected Inditso o pay
IGET prow lsbonally. After the
Tl rufingg, thee sdrbne becime
entitled o a refund of the
(FLTE

Evilutlon of 1GST o
re-lmported

Pre-GST  (before 2017,
under Notifleatlon Noo
14 0-Customs (lssued on 16
Dby 106, e Listiims duity
wn posds sent abroad For
repuibrswis levied andy on the
I|.'|.L.'.||J CONL, NSRS, and
Fredgh —ensuring no doalale
laatio,

At GET was rollod out o
1 July BHHT, the governma
s a new notieation o
tmsking the earlier trownment,
levying WGST and cess only on
e pepude cost, lnsurmndee and
Irelght. not an the ol value
ol s,

Howswever, ambigulties per-
sxted regarding 1GST sappli-
cabiliny v re-dmpaortid goods
To aiddress this, the Central
Basard aof Indirect Taxes and
Cisstoms sl o clrovilar on 19
July ¥, relterating that
HGST shoviald appdy ondy an the
repalr cost, nsurmnee, and
Irelght componieis

For an extended rersion of
s xfore, gofo lvemint com.
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Pilots’ body asks DGCA to thoroughly check
electrical system of all Boeing 787 planes

MUMBAI: The Federation of
Indian Pilots (FIP) on Sunday
urged aviation safety regulator
DGCA to thoroughly check and
investigate the electrical system
of all Boeing 787 aircraft in the
country.

The pilots’ body wrote a let-
ter to DGCA (Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation) a day after
a Boeing 787 plane operated
by Air India from Amritsar to
Birmingham saw deployment
of emergency turbine power
when it was about to land in
the UK city.

According to Air India, the
operating crew of its Amrit-
sar-Birmingham flight reported
that the Boeing 787s Ram Air
Turbine (RAT) unexpect-

edly deployed during the final
approach on October 4, but the
aircraft landed safely.

In the Air India aircraft
incident, the Aircraft Health
Monitoring (AHM) picked up
a fault of Bus Power Control
Unit (BPCU), which may have
caused the auto deployment of
RAT, FIP President G § Rand-
hawa said in the letter to DGCA.

“The (Birmingham flight)
incident occurred when
the Ram Air Turbine (RAT)
deployed automatically at 500 ft
on approach into Birmingham...
the Aircraft Health Monitoring
(AHM) has picked up a fault
of the Bus Power Control Unit
(BPCU) which may have caused
the auto deployment of RAT,

the pilots’ body, which claims
to represent over 5000 cockpit
crew members, said in the let-
ter. BPCU manages an aircraft’s
electrical power system.

RAT deploys automatically
in the eventuality of a dual
engine failure or total electronic
or hydraulic failure. It uses wind
speed to generate emergency
power. Engine or hydraulic/
electrical failure or software
malfunction are being cited
as among the several probable
causes of the Air India Boeing
787 plane crash in June this year.

“There have been numer-
ous incidents on B-787 aircraft.
We have strongly taken up with
the Civil Aviation Ministry and
Aircraft Accident Investigation

Bureau (AAIB) to thoroughly
check the electrical system of
all B-787 aircraft in the country.
“After the Air India -171
crash, the FIP has been con-
stantly insisting on thorough
check up of the electrical system
of B-787 aircraft in the country.
Subsequent to the crash, DGCA
checked only the fuel control
switches of B-787 in Air India
(fleet),” FIP said in the letter.
On June 12, Air India’s Boe-
ing 787 aircraft operating flight
Al'171 en route to London Gat-
wick crashed into a medical
hostel complex soon after take-
off from Ahmedabad, killing
260 people, including 241 per-
sons who were onboard the
plane. Ll
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DGCA keeps ‘rigorous oversight’
on airfares for festive season

NEW DELHI: Aviation watch-
dog DGCA is keeping a “rigor-
ous oversight” on airfares and
flight capacities for the festive
season to ensure that there
are no steep hikes in air ticket
prices.

During festive seasons
and increased demand, there
have been instances of surge
in domestic airfares, especially
in high traffic routes.

While airfares are deregu-
lated, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
the mandate to keep a watch on
air ticket prices and also to take
appropriate measures in case of
a surge in prices.

The civil aviation minis-
try on Sunday said DGCA has
reviewed airfare trends ahead
of the festive season rush and
has proactively asked airlines
to augment flight capacities to
meet the high demand.

“DGCA will maintain rig-
orous oversight of airline fares
and flight capacities to protect
passengers’ interests during the

festive season,” the ministry said
in a release.

According to the release,
IndiGo, Air India, Air India
Express and SpiceJet will be
operating additional flights.

While IndiGo will oper-
ate around 730 additional ser-
vices across 42 sectors, Air India
and Air India Express will have
about 486 additional flights on
20 sectors.

SpiceJet will operate around
546 additional flights across 38
sectors. However, details about
how long these additional flights
will be operated and from when
they will commence were not
disclosed in the release. Pl
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Flyers agitated over Indigo
Delhi-Pune flight 5-hr delay

S LALITHA hew Dty

OVER 3K passengers abaard
an Indigo fight from Delhi to
Pune Geed a frustreating delay
of more than fve hours on
Monday afternoon, repor tedly
due to o engine filure,

The passengers were [ndtial-
Iy made to remain sested an the
atreral for over thies holrs be
fore belng deboarded and an
alternat ive Mlight was arranged
The Might, 6E 2132, was sched
uled todepart from Indlm Gan-
dhi Internationsl Airpart’s
Terminal 1ai 1.45 pm but was
delayed by over fve hours,

According to Qight trmacking
plaform Flight Aware, the AJR
Neo alreralt Onally ok off ot
6.57 pm, more than [ve hours
behind schedule,

The Oight, which normally
takes just 2 hows and 10 min-
utes reached Pune at 8.54 pm,
instead of the expected arrival
time of 3.45 pm. Vibhor Mahen-
dru, a passenger from Hydera
bad , wrote about the delay on
social media platform X claim-
ing the issue was doe o an en-
gine filure. He wrote, “Flight
BE 2132 is delayed bevond 2.5
hoursdue to engine G ilure " He
added, “More than & hours de
lay and still not taken off.. dis-
pusting,™ Param Singh, & pas-
senger from Delhd, brought the
lssue to the attention of the

Passengers glven option to requast a ticket refund

The airline sources confirmed the incident and said the delay ocowred
after s technical ssue was detected during the pre-flight chedks on the
taxiway. “As the issue cowld not be rectified after some tme, the
passengers were made to deboard from the flight ‘We gave them the
option toeither board ancther flight or reguest & ticket refund The
passengers were also ghven refreshments,” the source said.

|
¥

Ministry of Civil Aviation
and the Directorate Generil of
Civil Aviation posting amn
update nearty five hours after
the schaduled departure
time, He wrote “Siill at
Delhi alrport, sitting
in changed Oight
and status isunknown
What sort of service
15 this™

The aifine souroes con-
fir mwd the incident and said the
delay securred after a technieal
Isgue was detected during the
pre-fH ght checks on the taxi way
“The departure was stopped

Fale |\ T TR

and the Oight was returned to
the parking bay, Engineers af-
tempied (o fix the issue. but
when it couldn’t be resolved in
time, passengers were de-
boarded. " said a source
Passengers were giv
en the option to either
b amother Might or
request a teket refund,
the souroe added.
Refreshments were also
provided to those affected
Sources further sald that the
delay was further prolonged
due to the time taken 0 arrmnge
the alternative Qight.
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Al flight to UK
lands safely

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

An Air India (Al) flight from
Amritsar to Birmingham had
a mid-air scare on Saturday
when its emergency turbine
deployed moments before
landing. The aircraft, carry-
ing hundreds of passengers,
landed safely but
was grounded for checks
soon after.

The incident involved Aight
A7, which was approach-
ing Birmingham Airport
when the aircraft’'s Ram Air
Turbine (RAT), an emergency
backup system, deployed
automatically. The turbine is
designed to provide power if
an aircraft loses its main
electrical or hydraulic supply
during flight.

Air India confirmed that all
passengers and crew
members were safe. “On
October 4, Air India Aight
Al117 from Amritsar to
Birmingham experienced
deployment of its Ram Air
Turbine during final
approach. The aircraft
landed safely,” the airline
said in a statement. The
statement added that all
systems were later checked
and found to be in normal
condition. However, as a pre-
caution, the aircraft has been
grounded for a detailed
inspection.
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New flightbetween
Durgapurand Varanasito
boosttourism,industry

DEBAJYOTI CHAKRABORTY
Andal, 50ctober

Inasignificant development
IndiGo Airlines, Indias leading
domestic carrier, has
announced commencement
of a Durgapur to Varanasi
direct flight from the end of
this month. This will further
boosttrafficat the Kazi Nazrul
Islam Airport at Andal,
especially pilgrimage tourism.
This will be the eleventh
destination to be connected
with the airport.

Kailash Mondal, airport
director, said the new service
will operate thrice a week on
Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays, starting from 28
October. The fight duration
will be about one hour and 15
mintites. The Director General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
already approved the schedule,
he added.

The first flight to operate
from KNI Airport at Andal
was a service to New Delhi
by Air India in 2017 But that
was stopped during the Covid
pandemicand did not resume.
At present, there are daily
fights toNew Delhi, Hyderabad,
Chennai, Bengaluru,
Bhubaneswar and Mumbai,
while the Bagdogra flight
operates five days a week,
and the Guwahati flight four
days. The New Delhi Hight
also connects Ahmedabad.
All these flights are operated
by IndiGo. Sandeep Bhalotia,
national vice-president of the
Indian Coundl of Small Inchstries

Chamber of Commerce, has
welcomed the new flight service
between Durgapur and Varanasi
Jagdish Bagri, vice-president
of the Confederation of West
Bengal Trade Associations,
has congratulated Bengal
Aerotropolis Projects Limited
(BAPL), theairport's operators,
for adding another new
destination to the aviation
map of KNI Airport.

“In spite ofthe initial problens
and the pandemic, today we
are proud to have an airport
of 4C category. The airport
alsohas night vision facilities]
am sure KNI Airport will be
instrumental in accelerating
business growthinthisRUHR
ofIndia” headded. The airport
handledapproximately 4lakh
passengers in 2024.

VirendraK. Dhall, president
of South Bengal Federation
of Commerce and Industries,
said he hoped that very soon
KNI Airport in Andal would
beuperaded toaninternational
airport with the full support
of state Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee. "She has already
approached the Sajjan Jindal
Group for carrying out the
infrastructure upgrade. Iowill
be a game changer for both
business travellers and tourists
as well. Health “tourism” and
medical emergency services
arealsoexpectedtogetafillip
with the expansion of the
airport. During Durga Puja
this vear, IndiGo had added
an additional moming flight
to meet the huge rush of
tourists from 25 September
to 5 October.
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DGCA intervenesamid festiverush:
IndiGo,AirIndia,SpiceJetadd extraflights

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Defhi, 5 October

The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), under the
mandate of the Ministry of
Civil Aviation (MoCA), has
intensified its monitoring of
airfares ahead of the festive
season (o prevent sharp price
hikes and ensure adequate
capacity for passengers.

Acting proactively, the DGCA
engaged with domestic airlines
and directed them to ramp up
Aight operations to meet the
expected surge in demand. In
response, major carriers have
announced significant capacity
additions.

Following the regulator’s
intervention, airlines have
announced significant capacity
expansions for the festive
season. IndiGo will deploy
approximately 730 additional
flights across 42 sectors. Air

India and Air India Express
together will add about 486
additional flights across 20
sectors, while SpiceJet plans
woperatearound 546 additional
flights across 38 sectors.

In total, Indian carriers are
sel tooperate more than 1,700
extra flights during the festive
period to accommodate the
surge in travellers.

The aviation regulator said
it will continue to maintain
“rigorous oversight” on both
airfares and flight capacities
safegnard passengers interests
and ensure affordable travel
during the high-demand festive

SEAS01L
Notably, the Confederation
of All India Traders (CAIT)
has said the recent cuts in
goods and services tax (GST)
slabs have spurred demand
momentum in the country,
with Diwali2025sales expected
to surpass Rs 4.75 trillion.
Bothdirectand indirect taxes
have gonedown after the income
tax rebates announced in the
Budget this year and the GST
rate cuts. All this has come as
a big relief to both consurners
and retailers. It has, in turn,
boosted consumption during
the crucial festival season.
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India seeks info
from Boeing on
RAT deployment
on Al's UK flight

Saurabh.Sinhaitimesofindia.com
Doha: India has sought infor-

mation from Boeing regarding
the automatic deploviment of
the cmergency Ram Adr Tue-
bine {RAT)svstem on an Air In-
dia Dreamliner during its final
approach to Birmingham last
weslk —goronds before landing
at 400f1. The US asrospace ma
jor has also been asked to pro-
vide preventive measures to
avoid a recurrence. Boelng did
not commment on the matter
The B-787 Dreamliner (VT-
ANGQY — AINT — underwent
Boeing-recommended mainte-
nance for uncommanded RAT
deplovment at Birmingham on
Oet4. Sinee nodiscrepancy was
observed and the aireraft was
eleared [vr service, itoperated a
non-stop flight to Delhis 1GI
airport on Monday morning,
Meanwhile, Federation of
[ndian Pilots has writton to the
aviation ministy DGCA, and
Adreraft Accident Investiga-
tion Board — probing the June
12 Al Dreamliner erash in Ah-
medabad — urging a thorough
check of the electrical svstem
onall BYa7s in the country
Senior pilots said RAT,
a last-resort emergency pow-
er svstem, deplovs during
dual engine failure, hvdraulic
failure, or complete electrical
falliure. In this ease, none

occurred, vet RAT deployed.
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Emergency system RAT gets
deployed on Al 1ght to UK

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Ram Air Tur-
bine (RAT) system of an Air
India Dreamliner (Al 117) de-
ployed automatically on its fi-
nal approach to Birmingham
— seconds before landing at
400ft — on Saturday. The air-
craft touched down safely and
was grounded for checks. Boe-
ingrecommended mainte-
nance actions for this uncom-
manded RAT deployment
were carried out, and no dis-
crepancy was observed, saida
seniorofficial.

While the Boeing 787 was
released for service by Sun-
day evening (IST), DGCA
stated the matter required
“detailed investigation” and
was assigned to a senior air
safety official. Till late Sun-
day, Air India was evaluating
whether to operate the about
12-year-old VT-ANO back to
India as a scheduled or ferry
flight (without passengers).

Al 117 had taken off from
Amritsar at 12.52pm on Oct 4.
“During landing at 400ft, RAT
unlock message came, and the
system got deployed. Pilots
did not report any related ab-
normality The aircraft land-

Deployment of RAT is a rare
occurrence, a senior pilot said

ed safely at Birmingham at
7.07pm (all local timings),” a
senior official said, adding,
“Boelng has issued a ‘fleet
team digest’ containing a
brief of previoussuch cases.”
RAT — a last-resort emer-
gency power system — had
been deployed seconds after
the ill-fated Al Boeing 787
Dreamliner lifted off from
Ahmedabad on June 12
Hence, the uncommanded
RAT deployment on yet an-
other Al B787-8 Dreamliner
created a flutter Saturday.
Senior pilots said RAT de-
ployswhen the aircraft senses
one of three issues —dual en-
gine failure, hydraulic failure
or complete electrical failure.
“RAT deployment, a rare oc-
currence, in this case seems to
be a system anomaly and pri-

ma facie nothing serious. It
may not be correct to draw
similarities between the Oct 4
RAT deployment on an Al
Boeing 787 and the June12 Ah-
medabad RAT deplovment on
the illfated AI 171" a pilot
said. “The operating crew of
flight AT 117...detected deploy-
ment of the RAT of the air-
craft during its final ap-
proach. All electrical and hy-
draulic parameters were
found normal, and the air-
craft performed a safe landing
at Birmingham. The aircraft
hasbeen grounded for further
checks and consequently, Al
114 from Birmingham to Delhi
has been cancelled and alter-
native arrangements are be-
ing made to accommodate

guests,” AT said in a state-
ment.

According fo aviation
website Skybrary: “RAT is a

small turbine that is installed
in an aircraft and used as an
alternate or emergency hy-
draulic or electrical power
source. (It) generates power
from the airstream based on
the speed of theaircraftand is
connected to anelectrical gen-
erator or to a hydraulic
pump.”
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Emergency system
gets deployed on
Air India flight to UK

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Ram Air Tur-
bine (RAT) system of an Air
India Dreamliner (AI117)dep-
loyed automatically on its fi-
nal approach to Birmingham
— seconds before landing at
400ft — on Saturday. The air-
craft touched down safely and
was grounded for checks.
Boeing-recommended
maintenance actions for this
uncommanded RAT deploy-
ment were carried out, and no
discrepancy was observed,
said asenior official.

While the Boeing 787 was
released for service by Sund-
ay evening (IST), DGCA
stated the matter required
“detailed investigation"” and
was assigned to a senior air
safety official. Till late Sun-
day, Air India was evaluating
whether to operate the about
12-year-old VT-ANO back to
India as a scheduled or ferry
flight (without passengers).

AI 117 had taken off from
Amritsar at 12.52pm on Oct 4.
“During landing at 400ft, RAT
unlock message came, and
the system got deployed. Pi-
lots did not report any related
abnormality The aircraft

Deployment of RAT, a last-resort
emergency power system, is a
rare occurrence, a pilot said

landed safely at Birmingham
at 7.07pm (all local timings),”
a senior official said, adding,
“Boeing has issued a ‘fleet
team digest' containing a
brief of previoussuch cases.”

RAT a lastresort
emergency power system —
had been deploved seconds af-
ter the ill-fated Al Boeing 787
Dreamliner lifted off from
Ahmedabad on June 12,
Hence, the uncommanded
RAT deployment on vet an-
other Al B787-8 Dreamliner
created a flutter Saturday.

Senior pilots said RAT
deploys when the aircraft
senses one of three issues —
dual engine failure, hydrau-
licfailure or complete electri-
calfailure.
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Airlines told
to control
fares for
festive travel

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: To prevent air-
fares from soaring vet again
this festive season, Directo-
rate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has asked airlines to
“augment flight capacities by
deployingadditionalflightsto
meet high demand”.

DGCA will maintain
rigorous oversight of
airline fares & flight
capacities to protect
passengers’
interests, aviation
ministry stated

Following this, the aviation
ministry stated that IndiGo has
informed the regulator that it
will deploy approximately 730
additional flights across 42 see-
tors; Air India and Al Express
will have an extra 486 flights
across 20 sectors, while Spice-
Jet will have 546 additional
flights across 38 sectors,

“DGCAwillmaintainrigor-
ous oversight of airline fares &
flight capacitiesto protect pass-
engers’ interests during the fes-
tiveseason. DGCA ismandated
by Union aviation ministry to
keep a watch on airfares, espe-
cially during the festive season
and take appropriate measures
in case of a surge in prices. Ac-
cordingly, the DGCA proactive-
Iy took up the issue with air-
lines,” the ministry stated.




AIRPUH ISAUT HGR!T‘# OF INUIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA MUMBA L 6 OCTOEER 2025

Airlines told to
control fares for
festive travel

New Delhi: To preventairfares
from soaring vet again this fes-
tiveseason, directorate general
of civilaviation (DGCA)hasas-
ked airlines to “augment flight
capacities by deploying addi-
tional flights to meet the high
demand”. Following this, the
aviation ministry stated that
IndiGo has informed DGCA
thatitwilldeploy approximate-
ly 730 additional flights across
42 sectors; Air India and Al Ex-
press will have an extra 486
flights across 20 sectors, while
SpiceJet will have 546 additio-
nal flights across 38 sectors.

“DGCA will maintain a
watch on airline fares to pro-
tect passengers’ interests,” the
statement said. Tnn
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Emergency system gets deployed
on Al Dreamliner flight to UK

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Ram Air
Turbine (RAT) system of an
Air  India  Dreamliner
(AI17) deploved automati-
callvonitsfinalapproachto
Birmingham — seconds be-
forelanding at 400ft—on Sa-
turday. The aircraft touched
down safely and was groun-
ded for checks. Boeing-re-
commended maintenance
actions for this uncomman-
ded RAT deployment were
carried out, and no discre-
pancy was ohserved, said a
seniorofficial.

While the Boeing 787
was released for service by
Sunday evening (IST), Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) stated the
matter required “detailed
investigation™ and was as-
signed to a senior air safety
official. Tilllate Sunday, Air
India (AI) was evaluating
whether to operate the abo-
ut 12-year-old VT-ANO back
to India as a scheduled or
ferry flight (without pas-
sengers). Alll7 had taken
off from Amritsar at
12.52pm on Oct 4. “During

Deployment of RAT, a last-
resort emergency power
system, is a rare occurrence,
a senior pilot said

landing, at 400ft, RAT un-
lock message came, and the
system got deployed. Pilots
didn’t reportany related ab-
normality. The aircraft lan-
ded safely at Birmingham
at 7.07pm (all local ti-
mings),” anofficial said.
RAT — a lastresort
emergency power system —
had been deployed seconds
after the ill-fated Al Boeing
787 Dreamliner lifted off
from Ahmedabad on June
12, Hence, the uncomman-
ded RAT deployment on yet
another AT B787-8 Dreamli-
ner created a flutter Satur-
day. Senior pilots stated that
RAT deploys when the air-
craft senses one of three is-
sues — dual engine failure,

hydraulic failure or comple-
teelectrical failure.

“RAT deployment, a ra-
re occurrence, in this case
seems tobeasystem anoma-
ly and prima facie nothing
serious. It may not be cor-
rect to draw any similariti-
esbetween the Oct 4 RAT de-
ployment and the June 12
Ahmedabad RAT deploy-
ment on the ill-fated AT171,”
asenior pilot said.

“The operating crew of
flight AT117... detected de-
plovment of the RAT of the
aircraft during its final app-
roach. All electrical and
hydraulic parameters were
found normal, and the air-
craft performed a safe lan-
ding... At AirIndia, the safe-
ty of passengers and crew
remains top priority,” Al sa-
id in a statement.

According to aviation
website Skybrary: "RAT isa
smallturbine thatis usedas
an alternate or emergency
hydraulic or electrical po-
wer source. (It) generates
power from the airstream
based on the speed of the
aircraft and is connected to
anelectrical generatororto
ahydraulie pump.”
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