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Indonesia’s Anak Krakatau
volcano erupts; airports shut

I (Top) Ampera Bridge
shrouded in haze in
South Sumatra
province of Indonesia
on Sunday

{Right) Mount Anak
Krakatau volcano
spews hiot ash during
an eruption,

inSouth Lampung

Anak Krakatau voleano erupied in Indonesia early Sunday.
prompting the cancellation of all flights at Jakarta'’s Soekarno-
Hatia Internaticnal Airport and disrupting other domestic air-
portsas volcanic ash drifted across pars of western Indonesia.
The volcanic island located in Indonesia’s Sunda Strait
between the main Javaand Sumatra islands had showed signs
of activity since Friday before erupting for 30 seconds at 3:53
am Sunday and for 16 seconds about theee hours later, Indone-
sia's Geological Agency said. Ap
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Parandur airport axed, leaving villagers divided over land’s future

While Ekanapuram celebrates, other villages
remain divided over the fate of 1,700 acres

b

FR
THE GRQEIITJND

ETB SIVAPRIYAN
PARANDUR (TN), DHNS

esidentsof Ekanapuram,

who fiercely protested

he proposed Greenfield
Airportat Parandur for nearly
four years, are visibly happy.
Relieved that the project has
been scrapped by Chief Min-
ister C Joseph Vijay, as prom-
ised to them in 2025, they are
celebrating their resilience by
hosting people who supported
them throughout their strug-

gle.

However, the mood in many
of the 12 other villages in Kan-
chipuram district, where land
has either been acquired or
marked for acquisition for the
airport project, is one of confu-
sionand uncertainty,

Villagers are deeply divid-
ed over the new TVK govern-
ment’s proposal to repurpose
the 1,700 acres already ac-
guired for housing non-pol-
luting industries. Youngsters
whao believed theairportwould
bring developmentand jobsto
the region are deeply upset.

The contrastis stark.

Many farmers who have
already received compensa-
tion are relieved that they can
continue living in their native
villages, with displacement

"~ Farmiands and waterbodies of Ekanapuram and nearby
villages, including Parandur, in Kanchipuram district.

unlikely evenifthe land is con-
verted into anindustrial estate.

But a section of villagers
opposes the proposal, saying
theydonotwant factoriesnear
their homes. They also argue
that setting up an industrial
estate would be nearly impos-
sible because the acquired land
parcelsare discontinuous, with
unacquired private landslying
in berween,

Villagers remain clueless

about the government's exact
plans,saying local officials have
not reached out to them since
the CM announced the scrap-
ping of the airport project on
August 24,

K Murugan, 71, of Nagapat-
tu village, told DA that most
farmers were coerced into
transferring their land to the
Tamil Nadu Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation (TIDCO),
believing anairportwould cre-

ate employment opportunities
for youth.

“We don't need an industri-
al estate. How many villagers
would get jobs in these firms?
[fanairport had come, at least
one family member would have
secured agovernment job,"he
said.

In nearby Nelvoy, Mohan, a
graduate, said he had sincerely
hoped the airport would bring
development tovillages thatre-
main economically backward.

“An airport would have
brought several direct and in-
direct jobs forus,. Many people
gave up their land under pres-
sure only because they thought
there would be overall develop-
ment. We don'tknow what will
happen tothoselandsnow,” he
said.

However, Manikandan,
whoseancestralland inthe Mel
Erivillage wasacquired for the
project, said the airport’s can-
cellation was a massive relief,

“An airport would have up-

rooted us from the land where
we were born and raised. We
gave our land only under pres-
sure from local officials. Now,
our houses are saved, and we
can continue to live here. If
industries come up, let them
come, but our only request is
that they shouldn't affect us,”
he said.

Another view
D Murali and T Ramachan-
dran from Thandalam village,
whose land was marked for
acquisition three years ago,
haveadifferent view. They said
theywould oppose anindustri-
al estate and seek compensa-
tion from the government for
“freezing” their lands for years
before cancelling the project.
“For four vears, we couldn't
do anything with our land
because the government had
frozen it for acquisition. We
couldn’t even pledge the land
for a loan. I have availed mul-
tiple loans to get my children

married and educated over
the past three yearsonly in the
hope that I would eventually
getcompensation for myland.
What do I do now?” Murali
asked,

Property owners whose
lands were merely marked for
acquisition want the freeze lift-
edimmediately. Theysaid they
areunable toeven pledge their
properties for loans now that
the projecthasbeen scrapped.

“Since 2022, when the
project was announced, our
lands have been under siege.
We demand that the freeze be
lifted so we can live in peace.
Now that the government has
scrapped the project, they
should allow ustosell ourlands
to private partiesor use themto
avail loans,” G Suresh Babu, a
resident of Nelvoy, said.

Babu also asked how the
government planned to con-
vert the acquired parcels into
anindustrial estate, given their
fragmented nature,
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IndiGo flight hits
docking pole

while parking at
Srinagar airport

Ny
rm‘

GK News Service
Srinagar, Sep 4

An IndiGo aircraft operat-
ing Mlight 6K 225 from Navi
Mumbai to Srinagar came
into contact with a Visual
Docking Guidance System
{(VDGS) pole while being
parked at Sheikh ul-Alam
International Airport on
Friday morning.
Allpassengersand crew
members were safe and no
injuries were reported.
The Airport Authority
of India said flight 6E 225
{aircraft VT-NOG) was
¥ See IndiGo flight..on Pg-08

IndiGo flight...

being positioned at Bay No 6 at about 9:02 am when it
struck the VDGS pole during the parking process after a
safe landing.

Passengers and crew later deboarded using manual
aircraft stairs.

“All passengers and crew members are safe, and no
imjuries have been reported.” the airport statement said.
“The details and circumstances leading to the incident
will be examined by the appropriate authorities as per the
prescribed procedures, The exact cause will be ascertained
following the completion of the inquiry, and no conclusion
regarding the cause is being drawn at this stage.”

IndiGo said the aircraft had landed safely before the
contact with the parking-stand pole.

“All customers and crew are safe and have deplaned the
aircraft. In line with established protocols, the relevant
authorities were immediately informed, and together we
are investigating the matter. The aircraft has been ground-
ed for necessary maintenance and will resume operations
after securing required clearances,” the airline said.

Airport operations remained normal, with arrivals and
departures continuing as scheduled.
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{ AT BENGALURU } 270 PASSENGERS ON BOARD

London flight makes
emergency landing

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustanimes com

BENGALURU: A London-bound
Virgin Atlantic flight carrving
270 passengers was forced to
make an “emergency landing” ar
the Kempegowda International
Adrport in Bengaluru on Sunday
after developing a technical
glitch, people aware of the mat-
ter sald,

The flight took off from KIAB
ataround 8 20am but developed
a technical issue soon after
departure, prompting the crew
to circle the aircraft near Tuma-
kuru for more than half an hour
before returning to Bengaluru.

All passengers on board are
safe, people aware of the matter
said, adding that the aircraft was
brought back to KIAB as a safety

precaution and made an emer-
gency landing. The exact nature
of the technical problem was not
Immediately known

A spokesperson of Virgin
Atlantic said the V5317 flight
from Bengaluru to London
Heathrow returmed to Bengaluru
shortly after departure due to a
technical issue. “The alrcraft
landed safely as a precaution
and the flight was subsequently
cancelled,” he said in a state-
ment adding that the safety and
security of its customers and
crew Is always its top priority.

"We sincerely apologise for
the inconvenience caused to our
customers. Our teams are sup-
porting those affected and are
working hard to rebook them
onto alternative services.” the
company said.
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NEW CHIEF TO ADDRESS OPERATIONAL GAPS

Gebremariam Takes
Control at Air India

New CEQ will pilot
airline in high-pressure
zone with eye on safety,
profitability & reliability

Kala¥ijayraghavan
& Arindam Majumder

Mumbai | New Delhi: Tewnlde Ce-
hremariam will lake charge of Air
India on Monday, replacing lormer
chicf cxocutive Campboll Wilsonata
time when the airline is under pres-
sure to improve safety and operatio-
nal reliability and stem losses, peo-
plesware of the development said.
While the former chief of Ethiopi-
an Airlines will nol be oMicially de-
signated CEQ amid accountable ma-
nager yor because his sccurity clea-
ranceizpending, AirIndiachairman
M Chandrasekaran is expected to in-
troduce him to employees at a town
hall on Monday marking the bepin-
ning of operationd] charps, the peo-
plessid. Gebremariam’s security ele-

arance is expected by month-end.
AdrIndia did not conunent.
Chandrasekdaranand former Adrin-
s chairman and managing director
Fradeep Singh Kharola, who have he-
en guiding Gebremariam sinee e jo-

ined the Tata airline earlr last
month, will continue to work closely
with him in the initial few months.
oificials close tothe matter said.

'‘Canslderable Autonamy” »e7

‘Considerable Autonomy’

s+ Fram Page1

Gelremariam lakes over as Alr India
faces muldple challenges including
large Iosscs, fresh funding require
ments and heightened serutiny cwver
gafety Theailineposted alossof over
226,000 vrore fior FY26 anil has sought
210,000 crore in fresh enuity infusion
Troen ils owmers, Tala Sons and Singa-
pore Alflines,

The new head will be givon conside-
rable antonomy to do what itcakcs @
putthe airline on zate and sustainable
ground, officials close w the matter
uai. He isexpeeted to take s hard look
at the way the airline operates, identi-
Iy gaps and move quickly 1o address

them.

Cehremariam had already interac-
terl with departmentsl hesds Jast
imamlth and siressed Lhe need Roe im-
provemenl, parliculardy in enginee-
ring and safery mateors and vicld.

The airline has boen facing intense
safety scruting after the fatal Ahmecl-
abad crash, which killed over 270 peo-
ple inJume last vearn On August 4, 8-
und 20 passengers and four orew
members wers injuretd when s Phu-
kel-TkaAhi Night sulMered a sudden Toss
ol allilude Adr Tndia dismizsed the
captain of the aircralt on Friday after
the proliminary investigation said he
was tested "non-nerative” for a psy-
choactive substanee in a confirmato-

rv test, Besides sofety, Gebremariam
is expectal to sharpen the focus on
eongisteney inoperations, adherence
L praceshives and improving the i i-
ne'saverall reliabilily

A key area of focus will be chiginee-
ring and maintenanee capability,

Thenew CEO bringes extensive expe-
rience i building operational and
pnpinesering capabilities from his te-
nure at Ethiopian Aivlines, and is ex-
preeted to strengthen Air Indiss tech-
nical arganization and mainlenancs
gvelemsas Theairline prepares Lo ope-
ratea significantly largerfloet

Senior officials said thew cxpoct Ge-
bremariam to belly teilns O Iesuic-
ture their function where necessary

Loy irnprove execualion, sharpen acoo-
urntahilily amd drive operational elli-
cicney “We expect that guite a fow se-
nior cxecuiivies may leave as the noew
CEQ will bring in fiesh faces.” an Adr
India emploves said on the condition
of ananyvmity,

Financial discipline will be anosther
imporianl parl o his  mandale
Alongside the loruson growihand Ne-
ef expansion, Gobremariam has been
azked] o koop a closc watch on cash,
costs and profitability strenpther the
leadership pipeline ancd create a higly
prrformance culture with preater se-
countability aeross functions, peopls
e itesd Hhemve ss e,

Monday’s lownhall is kel sl The
Lome [ (he news CEOYs lenure and un-
derline the airline’s renewed cinpha-
gig on safory operational excollonoe,
customer experience ancdiinancial di
scipline, they said,
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SEEKING NEW NORMS
SC to Hear Plea
on Unpredictable
Fluctuations in
Airfares Today

PTI

New Delhi: The Supreme Co-
urt is scheduled to hear on
Monday a plea seeking regula-
tory guidelines to control the
“unpredictable fluctuations”
in airfare and ancillary char-
ges imposed by private airli-
nes in India.

As per the apex court’s cause
list of September 7, the matter
would be heard by a bench
comprising Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta.

On August17, the Centre had
told the top court that it has
fast-tracked the framing of
rulesunder the Bharatiya Va-
yuyan Adhiniyam, 2024,
which is aimed at moderni-
sing India’s aviation sector,
and the same would be finali-
sed within three weeks.

The government had placed

the draft rules
A before the
bench in a sea-
led cover and
said some final
discussions
SCishearing were goingon.
pleafiled by The apex co-
social activist yrt had noted
who has that Additio-
soughta nal Solicitor

r::ustagd t General Anil
DCEpengen Kaushik, ap-

::il;l‘l:::: pearingforthe
Centre, sought
transparency, 4

passenger three-week ti-
protection me to get the

draft rules fi-
nalised and place it before
the court.

The top court is hearing a
plea filed by social activist S
Laxminarayanan, who has
sought a robust and inde-
pendentregulatorthatensu-
res transparency and pas-
senger protection across the
civil aviation sector and re-
gulatory guidelines to cont-
rol the “unpredictable fluc-
tuations” in airfare and an-
cillary charges imposed by
privateairlinesin India.

Senior advocate Ravindra
Srivastava, appearing for the
petitioner, had argued before
the bench that till the time the
new rules come into force, the
old rules are operating.
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- - L]
Virgin Atlantic Plane
makes ‘Emergency

H B ¥

Landing’ in B'luru
Benpaluru: A London-bound
Virgin Atlantic flight carrying
270 passengers was foreed to ma-
kean "emergency landing” atthe
Kempegowda Inlarnalicnal Adr-
prl hera on Sunday aler develo-
pingacechnical glicch shortly af-
ter take-off, sources at Dangalore
International Adrport (BLAL),
whichoperates K1AB, zaid.

The flight tool off from KIAE ar
araund §.20am but re-

partedly developed a
iechnical issue soon
i aller depariure, pro-

mpting the crew to
cirele the aireraft near Tumaku-
rutor more than halt an hour be-
forereturning to Bengalur,

“All passengers an board are
safe,” souress ar BLAL suid, dd-
ding (hat t(he aircrall was
hroughl back Lo KTAE as a salely
precaution and made an emer-
goeney landing.

The exact nature of the techni-
calproblem was not immediately
known, Aurhorities are looking
intathe causeof the inculent.

However, There was no immedi-
alereaction Mom the airlines.

The flight was carrying approx-
imately 270 passengers bound for
Lendon., —PPTI
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London-bound flight makes
emergency landing in Bengaluru

A

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bengaluru

A London-bound Virgin
Atlantic flight carrying 270
passengers was forced to
make an “emergency
landing” at the
Kempegowda International
Airport here on Sunday after
developing a technical glitch
shortly after take-off, sources
at Bangalore International
Airport Limited (BIAL), which
operates KIAB, said.

The flight took off from
KIAB at around 8:20 am but
reportedly developed a tech-
nical issue soon after depar-
ture, prompting the crew to

circle the aircraft near
Tumakuru for more than
half an hour before return-
ing to Bengalunu.

All passengers on board
are safe, sources at BIAL
said, adding that the air-
craft was brought back to
KIAB as a safety precau-
tion and made an
emergency landing.

The exact nature of the
technical problem was not
immediately known.
Authorities are looking into
the cause of the incident.

A spokesperson for Virgin
Atlantic said the VS317 flight
from Bengaluru to London
Heathrow returned to

Bengaluru shortly after
departure due to a techni-
cal issue. "The aircraft
landed safely as a precau-
tion, and the fight was
subsequently cancelled,”
he said in a statement. The
airline said the safety and
security of its customers
and crew are always its
top priority.

“We sincerely apologise
for the inconvenience
caused to our customers.
Our teams are supporting
those affected and are
working hard to rebook
them onto alternative ser-
vices as quickly as possi-
ble,” the company said.
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SC to hear on September 7 plea seeking guidelines

to control unpredictable fluctuations in airfare

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

The Supreme Court is sched-
uled to hear on Monday a plea
seeking regulatory guidelines
to control the "unpredictable
fluctuations” in airfare and
ancillary charges imposed by
private airlines in India.

As per the apex court’s
cause list of September 7, the
matter would be heard by a
bench comprising Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta. On August 17, the
Centre had told the top court
that it has fast-tracked the
framing of rules under the
Bharatiya Vayuyan
Adhiniyam, 2024, which is
aimed at modernising India's
aviation sector, and the same
would be finalised within
three weeks.

The government had
placed the draft rules before
the bench in a sealed cover
and said some final discus-

sions were going on.

The apex court had noted
that Additional Solicitor
General Anil Kaushik, appear-
ing for the Centre, sought
three-week time to get the
draft rules finalised and place
it before the court.

The top court is hearing a
plea filed by social activist §
Laxminarayanan, who has
sought a robust and indepen-
dent regulator that ensures
transparency and passenger
protection across the civil

aviation sector and regulato-
ry guidelines to control the
"unpredictable fluctuations"”
in airfare and ancillary
charges imposed by private
airlines in India.

Senior advocate Ravindra
Srivastava, appearing for the
petitioner, had argued before
the bench that till the time the
new rules come into force, the
old rules are operating.
Questioning the "lack of will-
ingness” on the part of
authorities and the effective-

ness of the existing mecha-
nism, he had argued that air-
lines were charging exorbi-
tant fares.

On July 13, the top court had
asked the Centre to place the
rules framed under the
Bharatiya Vayuyan
Adhiniyam, 2024, before it.

It had said the rules be
placed before it in a sealed
cover, irrespective of whether
those have been placed
before Parliament. While
hearing the plea on May 15,
the apex court said there
should be some rationalisa-
tion of airfares and asked the
Centre to provide relief
to flyers.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, who was then appear-
ing in the matter for the
Centre, had told the bench
that the new enactment of
2024 had come into effect in
January 2025 and the corre-
sponding rules were in the
process of being prepared.
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New expat CEOs at Al &
IndiGo: What lies ahead

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

ne will have to focus on “fixing
L) the basics, avoiding the optics™
/' and the other on “reconnecting
with employees before the big bang in-
ternational leap.” As Air India group
and IndiGo get new expat CEOs, the two
biggest Indian airlines face completely
different internal challenges amid com-
mon unprecedented external ones. TOI
spokie to multiple insiders and industry
watchers on what awaits Al Group's
incoming CEO Tewolde Gebremariam,
who takes the hot seatl as the CEQ-des-
ignate (his security clearance is await-
ed) on Monday, and Willie Walsh, who
has been at IndiGo’s helm for just over
a month now

Common challenges

Pakistan airspace remains closed
for Indian aircraft since last April or
almosi 17 months now. All Mights be-
tween the west — right from UAE to
North America — and north India,
with Delhi being the biggesi hub for
both Aland IndiGo, have to take much
longer detours via Gujaral Resuli
Higher fuel burn and other operating
CXPENSeSs.

On top of that, the US-Iran war
has sent oil prices soaring and the ru-
poe has weakened. With majority of
operating costs dollar-denominated,
this has been a triple whammy for In-
dian carriers, especially those with a
large global footprint and Al being the
worst hit.

Air India Group

A bloated cost structure in this
environment that makes profitability
a mirage amid unresolved issues of
multiple airfines’ mergers; slower-
than-expected retrofit of legacy wide-
body feet; operational issues with
safety under the scanner following the
deadly Ahmedabad crash last June;
aircrafl dispaich reliability and lack
of discipline. These are just some of
the issues former Ethiopian Airlines
group CEQ Tewolde Gebremariam
will have to confront head on when he
takes over next Monday

While the challenges are Himala-
yan, so are the opportunities il Gebre-
mariam can steer Al in the right diree-
tion. IndiCo has stopped its wet-leased
wide-body operations (planes hired
with operating crew) and as of now

TWO CAPTAINS
TWO COURSES

Air india loss en)
-10,859 G
-22, 23 .

» Ar India Group has accumulated
total losses of Rs 55,000-58,000 crore
since privatisation in Jan 2022

= Has sought funds from promoters
Tata Sons and Singapore Airines which
are in knots over maha
|osses of the Maharaja
» Final reports on
Ahmedabad Al 171 crash
that killed 260 people
and Phuket-Delhi

indico profit/loss (zcr)
oy 7258
2,394 [ Fvzs
IndiGo Q4 FY26l0ss | Q1FY27 lnss
32,537 238

> Ensuring no repeat of last Dec
schedule collapse; Between Dec 3
and 5, 2,507 flights were cancelled,
. 1,852 flights delayed

: > Govt fined IndiGo Rs 22.2
& crore forlast Dec disption
% == andaskedittopledgea
“= . bank guarantes of RS 50
CTOME 0 ensure long

it plans to resume them only from
2028 when it staris getting its own big
birds. The ramp-up will be gradual.
This means Al will remain the only
meaningful wide-body Indian opera-
tor for next few years.

“Al is in a vicious cycle. Pakistan
airspace closure impacts the net-
work. West Asia crisis further adds to
cost. Forget international, Al group’s
break even is much higher even on
domestic and regional routes. So,
making money is not possible in the
highly competitive market with nim-

ble Indian players and deep-pocketed
foreign ones. Hardly any stakeholder
is happy with us — passengers, em-
ployees, regulator and promoters (as
Al needs big doses of fund infusion
amid mounting losses),” said a person
in the know.

Gebremariam will face diametri-
cally opposite demands from him as
the promoters will expect Al to be-
come [inancially viable on iis own
and stop seeking funds. Everyone else,
on the other hand, will see a Santa in
him. Pilots are very upset with their
pay structure, said an expert.

“Turning around Al is not impossi-
ble. But it sure is difficult. Under Noel
Tata, the questions for Al have got
tougher and the airline management
will need to deliver fast or at least
show green shoots,” said an old-timer.

IndiGo

Jolted by its unprecedented schedule
collapse last Dec, the domestic market
leader’s task is cut out — plan growih
while ensuring no such disruptions
take place again. The earlier manage-
ment team had lost connect with the pi-
lois, who had fora long time been asking
for adding cockpit crow members as the
airline has been adding one plane overy
weok and still has about 1,000 0f them on
order that are yot to be delivered.

“What happened was inevitable.”
This explanation given by the previ-
ous management to the promoter
didn’t cut any ice and set the stage for
a change. Willie Walsh, who has been
British Airways CEO and DG of IATA,
was then selected for the role as apart
from his management experiise he is
also a trained pilot who is expected to
make the airline friendly for employ-
ees, specifically pilots.

Ironically, the elephant in the room
is not of IndiGo's making. Iis 65%-
plus domestic market share could rise
further as Air India Group slows its
expansion due to losses. “A vasi ma-
jority of our domestic routes are those
on which other airlines don't [Ty Noth-
ing stops others from doing so. Yet the
market share is held against us for no
fault of ours,” said a senior official.

So Willie will have to juggle around
multiple things — reconnect with
employees; cut losses to make Indi-
Go profitable again; grow by adding
planes and people and spread the air-
line's wings abroad.
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