After being delayed for a year, work on plaza
at airport likely to be completed in October
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In the first week of the month, one lane will be available for vehicle entry at the plaza; a second pick-up point for cabs will be located in this space, so

passengers will not have to walk till Aerohub to board one; the space will have walkways and seating areas for both visitors and passengers to relax

PORT CALL

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

fter a year’s delay,
A the landscaping
work and construc-

tion of the plaza at Chennai
airport are likely to be
completed in October.

This is significant be-
cause a second pick-up
point for cabs will be locat-
ed in this space. Hence,
passengers will not have to
walk till Aerohub (multi-le-
vel car parking facility) to
catch a cab.

In the first week of Oc-
tober, one lane will be
available for vehicle entry
at the plaza.

The Airports Authority
of India (AAI) began con-

i

o

Nearing completion: According to an AAl official, one part of the plaza will be ready in early October,

while the rest will be opened by the end of the month. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

struction of the plaza and
landscaping opposite the
Domestic Terminal 1 (T1) in
mid-2023 and planned to
complete the works by Oc-

tober 2024. The space will
have walkways and seating
areas and has been deve-
loped with the idea of pro-
viding a space for both vis-

itors and passengers to
relax.

However, the project
has been marred by delays
since the very beginning.

Initially, the contractor
could not get access to the
site on time as there were
some issues in handing ov-
er the space to the firm.

Subsequently, when a
canopy collapsed at Delhi
Airport’s Terminal 1 in June
2024, a structural audit of
the existing canopies was
carried out at Chennai air-
port and design specifica-
tions of the new canopies
planned at the plaza were
changed.

“There were delays in
getting the designs final-
ised. Then, we had to pro-
cure them and have them
delivered to the Chennai
airport. Now, all the mate-
rials are in place, and the
work is progressing at a fas-
ter pace. One part of the
plaza will be ready in early
October and the rest by the

end of that month,” an offi-
cial said.

Since January this year,
though the AAI has been
targeting multiple comple-
tion dates for the project,
the contractor could not
meet any of the deadlines.

Passengers upset

The incessant delay in
opening the plaza has left
many air passengers upset.

A. Shankar, a regular
flyer, said it was disap-
pointing to see such a small
project being delayed to
this extent.

“This work has a direct
impact on the passengers.
Because of this delay, we
are forced to go all the way
to the Aerohub to board
cabs, and this is definitely
not a convenient way to do
that,” he added.
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AAl appoints new director
for Chennai airport

Chennai: Airports Authority of India (AAI) has appo-
inted a new director for Chennai airport. General ma-
nager M Raja Kishore, who is currently regional execu-
tivedirector of the northeast region in the communica-
tion surveillance department, has been transferred
and posted as director of Chennaiairport.

The present airport director; C V Deepak, who is a
general manager in finance and took charge as Chen-
naiairportdirector in 2023, has been transferred to Del-
hi. He has been posted as executive directorof theregio-
nal connectivity scheme (RCS-Udan). Raja Kishore pre-
viously worked as director of Tirupati airport.

AAThasdirected the officers toreport to their trans-
ferred posts before Sept 19, and they will be on probation
for one year or until superannuation. Similarly, Salem
airportalso gets a new director, | Naushad, who was ea-
lier DGM in security in Salem,
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SVPI Airport
unveils cargo
terminal

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International (SVPI)
Airport has set up a state-
of-the-art Integrated
Cargo Terminal (ICT) with
over 20,000 square metres
of operational area and
enhanced capacity to
handle cargo up to
200,000 metric tonnes
(MT} annually, according
to a company statement
an Friday. This represents
a significant step up in
scale and efficiency,
replacing the existing set-
up with a capacity of
50000 MT per year.
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Attempt to smuggle
gold worth I55L
foiled at Ahd airport

FPJNews Service
AHMEDARAD

The Customs Department at
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International  Airport  has
foiled a major attempt to
smuggle gold into India.
Officials seized a gold chain
weighing 506 grams worth Rs
55 lakh from a passenger who
had arrived from Dubai. The
passenger was attempting to
sneak in the gold without pay-
ing customs duty, in what offi-
cials described as a clear case
of smuggling.

A senior Customs officer
confirmed the action, stating,
“Based on specific intelli-
gence, our team intercepted a
passenger who was trying to
pass off a thick gold chain as
ordinary jewelry, The seizure
reflects our zero-tolerance
pelicy tewards smuggling”

Dhiring inspection, the pas-
senger was found wearing an

unusually thick gold chain
around his neck At first
glance, it appeared to be
jewelry, but closer scrutiny
revealed its true weight and
value, Officials said the chain
was deliberately worn in the
open, banking onthe possibil-
ity that it would escape suspi-
clan.

“The passenger assumed
that declaring it as personal
jewelry would help evade
duty checks. However, the
chain’s size and weight raised
doubts. On detailed guestion-
ing and search, the smuggling
attempt came to light” the
officer added.

6 SEPTEMBER 2025
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NDA to capitalise on fulfilled
promises in Seemanchal as
PM to unveil airport on Sept 15

Aditya Nath Jha

htpatna@hindustantimes.com

PURNIA: In the run up to the
2015 Assembly elections in
Bihar, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had promised that
even slippers-sporting Indians
would avail flight services as
flying would be that much
affordable with new airports
and developed infrastructure.
It didn’t, however, win the BIP
election. But a decade later, the
PM is returning to Bihar in a
similar poll-bound time to
inaugurate a civil airport in
Purnia, Seemanchal, on Sep-
tember 15. The upbeat NDA
seeks to cash in on promises
and delivery in the last 10 years
(2015-2025).

The BIP in fact seeks to cash
in on promises and their deliv-
ery in the last 10 years (2015-
2025) to build its electoral for-
tune in the region that is inhab-
ited by majority of Muslim
minority and also it has beena
traditional hub of RID that
claims to be and has been the
first choice of Muslim voters.

The new airport that the PM
will inaugurate, locals feel,
would uplift the profile of the
region and generate new
employment opportunities.
Seemanchal region carries the
stigma of being backward and
ignored since independence
and thus any development
push here would be welcome.

With a runway length of
2,800 meters (approx), the Pur-
nea airport has the longest run-
way in comparison to other air-
ports in Bihar like Patna, Dar-
bhanga and Gaya Ji. The
Purnea airport will be
equipped with ‘state-of-the-art’
facilities and has been designed
keeping in mind the passenger
footfall for the next 30-40
years.

A total of five aerobridges
will be built at the airport,
which will provide connectivity

THE VERDICT WILL
BREAK ALL THE
PREVIOUS
RECORDS IN 2025:
BJP BIHAR
PRESIDENT DILIP
JAISWAL

to passengers. It has a cargo
complex, electric substation,
aviation fuel farm, administra-
tion office, commercial plaza
and car parking.

“What Modiji promises, be
sure, the same will be trans-
lated into reality,” local party
MLA Vijay Kumar Khemka
said, adding “In a decade, peo-
ple in general have realized the
guts and significance of Modiji
and his politics.” He claimed,
“Muodiji's every word is heard
with enthusiasm and 2025 is
going to be quite different from

In 2015, Nitish Kumar's
JD{U) was with RJD and Con-
gress in the grand alliance (GA)
and the BJP along with LIP,
RLSP and HAM (NDA) had con-
tested elections. GA had then
won 178 seats (RJD-80,
JD{U}-71 and Congress-27) leav-
ing far behind the then NDA to
just 58 (BIP-53, LIP and RLSP
two each and HAM one).

“Now JD(U) is with us and
again people have witnessed
promises not being made only
they are to be kept,” Bihar BJP
president Dilip Jaiswal said,
hoping, “The verdict will break
all the previous records in
2025.7

On the other hand, Congress
leader Neeraj Singh alias
Chhotu Singh declared the civil
enclave due to people’s long
agitation with the backing of all
political parties. “This is not
going to make any difference in
the coming assembly election
as resentment among the peo-
ple against the existing govern-

ment is quite reflected every-
where,” he said.

However, social activist
Vijay Kumar Shreevasatava
who has been leading the cam-
paign for the airport for a dec-
ade believes it will certainly
give an edge to the NDA in this
region. “Yes, they (double
engine governments) could
have deferred it for an indefi-
nite period into the labyrinth of
promises.” he said, asserting
the NDA would get its benefit
in the coming election.

Purnia’'s brief history on

air map

The first flight service between
Purnia and then Caleutta (Kolk-
ata) was introduced in 1956 and
the same year it was discontin-
ued. Later in 1963 Chunapur air
force station came into exis-
tence against the backdrop of
1962's Chinese aggression. In
1976 air services started for
civilians but it was once again
discontinued in 1978,

Again in 2012 at the initiative
of the then wing commander of
Chunapur air force station
Vishwajeet Kumar, commercial
flights between Purnia and
Patna and Purnia and Kolkata
had started; however, a year
after in 2013 the services were
discontinued.

Here it is worth noting that
in April 1933; two open-cockpit
biplanes had taken off for the
first time from Lalbalu about 10
km from Purnia district head-
quarters for the Houston-
Mount Everest flight expedi-
tion, a historic mission that
successfully flew over Mount
Everest. It was significant for
its scientific advancements in
mapping, weather studies and
aviation and then it had cap-
tured international headlines.

Meanwhile, Star Air is ready
to start its inaugural Ahmeda-
bad to Purnia service on Sep-
tember 15 with flights begin-
ning on September 29.
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YEIDA to transform 29 villages
near Noida international airport

‘Development work has been completed in nine villages’

DIPIKA KIROLA

GREATER NOIDA: The
Yamuna Expressway Indus-
trial Development Author-
ity (YEIDA) on Saturday
annouticed the launch of a
project to transform 29 villages
surrounding the under-con-
struction Noida International
Adrport into model villages.
Officials said that a detailed
project report (DPR) has
already been prepared for these
villages, and work is underway

in a phased manner.
YEIDA: CEQ Rakesh
Kumar Singh said that the prog-

ect 15 atmed al ereating holis-
tic rural infrastructure and
improving the quality of life
for residents. “The rural com-
munities of Jewar are the foun-
dation of the regions growth.
The International Airport and
the upeoming world-class proj-
ects owe their development Lo
the land and support of local
farmers. It i our responsibility
to ensure these villages ben-
efit directly from the progress

In Short

= The entire project is
targeted for completion
by Decamber 2024,
with an estimeted
expenditure of Rs 350

crore, said offidals.

» YHDA board approved
residential plot allatments
under the 7% Abadi
Plot Palicy in 29 villages,
incuding Gunpura

they've enahled Sing,h safd.
According to YEIDA offi-
cials, development work has
been completed in nine villages,
while the tender process is in
progress for 11 more villages.
The entire project is targeted for
completion by December 2026,
with an estimated expenditure
of Bs 350 crore, said officials.
A zenior YEIDA official

sald, “This initiative 15 not just
about infrastructure but about
creating sustainable, self-reliant
villagres with modern amenities,
improved connectivity, and bet-
ter |'n-'lng standards”

The decision was taken in
YEIDAS &6th board meeting,
chaired by Industrial Devel-
apment Department Principal
Secretary and YEIDA Chair-

man Alok Kumar.

According 1o officials,
YEIDA recorded receipts of Rs
1,307.94 crore in FY 2024-25
{up to Angust 31, 2024) and
Hs 1,314.10 croee till Angust 31,
2025, in the current fiscal The
authority has set a target of Rs
206341 crore for FY 2025-26.

YEIDA board approved res-
idential plot allotments under
the 7% Abadi Plot Policy in
29 villages, including Ram-
pur Bangar, Gujarpur, Chho-
las, Gunpura, and Mathurapur.
Outof 6,260 applications, 4,171
plots have already been allotted.

Among infrastructure dec-
stons, YEIDA will construct a
cow shelter near Agra at a cost
of Rs 2.15 crore, alung with a
22-km approach road. The
board also cleared the revised
design of a new YEIDA office
building in Sector 18, incorpo-
raling sustainable and earth-
quake-resistant features.

The board approved plans
to develop a logistics and ware-
housing hub near Jewar Airport
in Sector 8.
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Air India flight hit by technical snag makes priority landing at Indore

TDG NETWORK

Adr India Express flight
1028 operating from Delhi
o Indore on Friday mom-
ing had to make a priority
landing at Indore Airport
alter the pilot ddentilied a
technical snag, Adr India
Spokesperson confirmed.
“Dur to a suspected oil
filter issue during descent
tmto Indore, followlme stan-
dard operating procedures,

the crew landed safely. Our
pilols are well trained (o
carry out such precaution-
ary measures,” An Air India
Express Spokesperson said
inastatement.

Earlier today, Odisha Chief
Minister Mohan Charan
Majhis flight was diverted
to Kolkata after it Tadled
to land at Bhubaneswar
airport due to inclement
weatheron Priday moming,
according to Bhubaneswar

Alrport Director Prasanna
Pradhan.

Bhubaneswar Airport
Director said, “Due to bad
weather, the plane carving
Cidisha CW Mohan Charan
Majhi was diverted ro Kol-
kata.”

He further said that the
CM boarded the Air India
flight (Al 473), which took
off from Kollata alrport and
lanced st Bhubsineswar adr-
port at 100 prm.

from Tiruchirappalli was
delayed afier it developed

Earlier on Wednesday,
an Air Indis Express flight

a technical issue. An alter-
native airerall was later
arranged, and the flight de-
parted for its destination.
“Ume of our Dights from
Tiruchirappalli could not
operate due lo a technical
issue. An alternative air-
craft was arranged, and the
Night has since deparied.
Guessts have been provided
with meals and offered
the chidee of a full relund
on cancellation or compli-

mentary rescheduling. We
regred the inconvenience,”
the spokesperson added.

U Seplember 2, the Dielhi-
Indore Adr India flight had
returned to Delli shorthy af-
ter take-oll, "Flight AI2913,
operating from Delhi to In-
dore on 31 August, had air-
refurned to Delhi shorily
after take-aff, as the cockpit
crew had received a fire in-
dication for the right engine
Following standard proce-

dure, the cockpit crew had
shut dewn the engine and
returmed (o Delhi, where the
Right lareded salely.” an Air
India spokesperson said in
a statement. “The crew had
indtially made a MAYDAY
call to the air traffic control,
but later downgraded it to
PAN-PAN o indicate ur-
gency rather than an emer-
gency, We confirm that the
Might had not made an
emereency landing st Delhi.
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IndiGo flight suffers
tech snag mid-air
AMARL DHABFROUIND
IndiSo Hight retumed to
Eochi on Satunday d ue to s
technical snag after beng
airbomie for over 2 hours, the
Hight operatorsaed. T
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SpiceJet flies
into red; posts
3238 crlossin Q1

Flying into the red, Spicelet on
Friday reported a netlossof Rs
238 crore for the three months
ended June, saving expenses
related to grounded aircraft
and subdued leisure travel
demand impacted the finan-
cials. The budget carrier raked
ina total income of Rs 1190.56
crore in the first quarter of
FY26 The same stood at Rs
206721 crore in the same
period a year ago, In a state-
ment, Spicefet said the results
were significantly impacted by
the geopolitical situation with
a neighbouring country and
airspace restrictions, which
led to subdued leisure travel
demand. -PIT
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Al Express Delhi-Indore
flight suffers tech snag

Makes emergency
landing in Indore
Our Staff Reporter

INDORE
Following a technical snag in
the engine, Air India Express
flight number IX-1028 coming
from Delhi to Indore had t©
make an emergency landing
at Devi Ahilyabai Holkar Air-
port on  Friday morning.
There were a total of 161 pas-
sengers on board the plane.
Air India Spokesperson has
confirmed the development
As soon as information was
received from Air Traffic Con-
trol (ATC) Tower, teams of fire
brigade, ambulance and Cen-
tral Industrial Security Forces
[CISF) were deployed along
the rumway of the airport and
tothe great relief of everyone,
the plane landed safely at
09:54 am. There was no harm
to the passengers and the air-

craft. Later, the aircraft was
parked at Bay-02 and the tech-
nical team of the Air India Ex-
press started an investigation
of the fault.

"Due toa suspected oil filter
issue during descent into In-
dore, following standard oper-
ating procedures, the crew
landed safely. Our pilots are
well trained to carry out such
precautionary measures.”

An Air India Express spo-
kesperson said in a statement.
Earlier; on September 2, the
Delhi-Indore Air India flight
returned to Delhi shortly after
take-off. Similarly, flight
Al2913, operating from Delhi
to Indore on 31 August, had re-
turned to Delhi shorty after
take-off, as the cockpit crew
had received a fire indication
in the right engine. Following
standard procedure, the cock-
pit crew shutdown the engine
and returned to Delhi, where
the flight landed safely.
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SPICEJET POSTS
LOSS IN JUNE QTR
DUE TO INDIA-PAK
CONFLICT IMPACT

Reuters

feedback @livemint.com

Indian budget airline Spicelet
posted its second consecutive
loss in the June quarter, as lei-
sure travel demand on some
routes slumped during the worst
India-Pakistan fighting in dec-
ades. The troubled airline
reported a loss of ¥235 crore
($26.6 million) in the April-June
period, compared to a profit of
15 crore a year before.

Ties between India and Paki-
stan worsened after an April
attack in Kashmir that New
Delhi blamed on Islamabad,
prompting airport closures in
northwest India and a shutdown
of Pakistani airspace to Indian
carriers. Pakistan has denied any
involvement. Quarterly revenue
fell about 35% to 1,106 crore.

SpiceJet also said a delay in
returning its grounded aircraft
to service added to its woes. The
carrier has signed multiple set-
tlement agreements in recent
vears to resolve disputes with
lessors and others but has still
struggled to expand capacity.
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Al EXPRESS FLIGHT
ISSUES 'PAN-PAN'
CALL, LANDS SAFELY

INDORE: A Delhi-Indore Air
India Express flight with 161 pas-
sengers on board on Friday suf-
fered an engine fault during its
descent at the airport in Indore,
prompting the pilot to make a
‘PAN-PAN’ call for non-life
threatening emergency follow-
ing which the aircraft landed
safely soon afterwards, officials
said.

The plane landed 20 minutes
behind its schedule at the Devi
Ahilyvabai Holkar Airport soon
after a suspected oil filter issue
was detected mid-air, and every-
one on board was safe, they said.

Talking about the incident, a
spokesperson of Air India
Express said, “Due to a suspected
oil filter issue during descent
into Indore, following standard
operating procedures, the crew
landed safely. Our pilots are
well-trained to carry out such
precautionary measures.”

“After receiving information
about a technical fault in one of
the engines of the Air India
Express plane coming from
Delhi to Indore, we took all pre-
cautions and the aircraft landed
at the Indore airport at 9.55
am...” Devi Ahilyabai Holkar Air-
port's Director Vipinkant Seth
told PTL

In aviation, ‘PAN-PAN’ indi-
cates an urgent situation that
requires assistance but is not
immediately life-threatening. Pm
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DGCA plans to allow import of up to 20 yrs old aircraft

NEW DELHI: Aviation watch-
dog DGCA is set to amend
norms to allow airlines to
import aircraft that are up to 20
years old at a time when global
supply chain woes have been
impacting plane deliveries.

Currently, pressurised air-
craft that are up to 18 years old
are permitted to be imported
into the country, subject to cer-
tain conditions.

The DGCA has proposed
amendments to the Civil Avia-
tion Requirements (CAR) per-
taining to ‘Age of Aircraft to be
imported for Scheduled/ Non-
Scheduled including Charter,
General Aviation and other
Operations!

Closer Look

» The DGCA has proposed amendments to the Civil Avia-
tion Requirements (CAR) pertaining to ‘Age of Aircraft to
be imported for Scheduled / Mon-Scheduled including
Charter, General Aviation & other Operations’

» Currently, pressurised aircraft that are up to
18 years old are permitted to be imported into
the country, subject to certain conditions

» Pressurised aircraft are those that can fly at higher
altitudes, generally above 10,000 feet

A senior official said
that the draft CAR proposes
changes for pressurised aircraft
permitted to be imported sub-
ject to certain conditions up to
20 years instead of 18 previ-

ously, un-pressurised aircraft
up to 25 years instead of 20
previously.

According to the draft CAR,
pressurised aircraft intended to
be imported and used in pas-

senger services (scheduled/
non-scheduled) and general
aviation operation, shall not
have completed 20 years of
age or 65 per cent of designed
economic life in terms of pres-
surisation cycle, whichever is
earlier.

Pressurised aircraft are
those that can fly at higher alti-
tudes, generally above 10,000
feet. Narrow-body and wide-
body planes used for com-
mercial flights are pressurised
aircraft.

Unpressurised  aircraft
rely on natural atmospheric

ressure and can only fly at
ow altitudes, such as trainer
planes. Generally, their alti-

tudes are limited to below
10,000 feet.

“In the case of unpres-
surised aircraft, the decision
will be on a case-by-case basis
and on a complete examina-
tion of the record of the aircraft
being procured. Addition-
ally, the aircraft intended to
be imported shall have flown
50 hours during the last six
months. However, the Direc-
tor General of Civil Aviation
would not allow such aircraft
which are more than 25 years
old,” the draft CAR said.

There are more than 800
leased aircraft in the country
that are used for scheduled and
non-scheduled operations. 1
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Flight carrying
OdishaCM
makes
emergency
landing:

Ko loata: An Alr Indin Dight
frowm Mew Delhi o
Bhubameswar cormy ing
Odisha Chief Mindster
Mohan Charn Majhi wias
foread 1o makean
anerpency landing n
Kollkata on Friday aftemomn
o soootnt of bad weather,
offbcinls saud The Bight.
w73 departed from Dadhis
Il Gansd I Lt prast bl
Adrpaort on Friday morning
with mose than 1060
passerpers on board. As the
et :q;1'|Trn;1'|'|.';I
Blnshaneswar, alr teaflic
contmd (ATC) informed the
pilests that poor weather
conditions made it unsale
land, Thie plane wis
diverted o Kolkata, where it
landed around midday.
officuls saxd Aler
refuelling, it depared asaln
and reached Bhubaneswar
sabely arotsnd 1 pm
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AirIndiaflightwith Odisha
CMmakesemergencylanding

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 4 September

An Air India flight from New
DelhitoBhubaneswarcarrying
Odisha chief minister Mohan
Charan Majhi was forced to
make an emergency landing
inKolkataon Friday afternoon
after bad weather disrupted
its scheduled arrival, officials
said.

The flight, Al473, departed
from Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International Airporton Friday
morning with more than 100
passengers on board. As the
aircraft approached Bhnhaneswar,
air trafficcontrol (ATC) informed
the pilots that poor weather
conditions made it unsafe to
land. The plane was diverted
to Kolkata, where it landed
around midday, officials said.
After refuelling, it departed
again and reached Bhubaneswar
safely around 1 p.m.

“All passengers, including
chief minister Majhi, are safe.”

an Air India spokesperson
said in a statement. “The
diversion was due toinclement
weatherin Bhubaneswar and
was carried out as per standard
safety procedures.”

The incident caused a brief
flutter as news spread that
the Odisha chief minister was
on board. Majhi, who took

office earlier this year, was
travelling to Bhubaneswar
along with several senior
officials. Odisha’s urban
development minister K C
Mahapatra confirmed the
development, a source said:
“Dueto bad weather, the flight
could not land at Bhubaneswar
airport and was diverted to

Kolkata. The aircraft later
resumed its journey, and
everyone is safe.”

Flight diversions due to
weather are not uncommon
in eastern India, particularly
during the monsoon season,
when sudden storms and poor
visibility candisrupt operations.
However, the presence of a
sitting chief minister on board
added significance toFriday’s
incident.

Airport sources in Kolkata
said the aireraft underwent a
routine check before being
cleared to take off again for
Bhubaneswar. “There was no
mechanical fault. It was purely
a weather-related diversion,”
anofficial at the Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose International
Airport said.

The flight resumed service
shortly after refuelling, and
passengers disembarked in
Bhubaneswar without further
delay. Noinjuries or damages
were reported.
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Al Express glitch

® INDORE: A Delhl-Indore
Alr India Express flight
with 161 passengers on
board on Friday suffered
an engine fault during 1ts
descent at Indore alrport,
officials sald. The plane
landed 20 minutes behind
schedule after a suspect-
ed ofl filter 1ssue was de-
tected mid-air. Everyone
on boarnd was safe, the
officlals sakl rm
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‘Payload cap’: IndiGo
offloads Army officers’
baggage sans notice

Ftimiealimdia.com
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‘Payload cap’: IndiGo
offloads Army officers’
baggage sans notice

Barinderjit.Saluja
@timesofindia.com
Chandigarh: Atleast30 Ar-
my officers travelling from
Jaipur to Chandigarh on an
IndiGo flight were left
stranded without baggage
on Friday after the airline of-
floaded their luggage, citing

“payload restrictions”,
Itwasonly uponarriving
in Chandigarh that the offi-
cers, who were on an official
trip, learnt that they were
without their laptops, brief-
ing papers and uniforms.
Luggage belonging to at
least five civilian passen-
gers was also offloaded,
sources said. One of them, a
woman travelling with
along her two children, said
her medicines were in the
baggage offloaded in Jaipur
“Ineed to take medicines ev-
ery morning and at short in-
tervals during the day. Now, I
am told my luggage will only
arrive tomorrow (Sept &)
morning,” she told TOL.
IndiGo, in an official
statement from Delhi, said:
“These were offloaded dueto
payload restrictions. We are
making arrangements to de-
liver them asa priority.”

Al Exp flight suffers
mid-air engine fault
Indore: A Delhi-Indore Air
India Express flight with 161
passengers had amid-airen-
gine fault on Friday, which
prompted the pilot to make a
‘PAN-PAN' call to signal a
non-life-threatening emer-
gency. “We took all precau-
tions and the flight landed at
the city airport with a 20-
minute delay,” V K Seth, air-
port director, told TOL. twn

The incident drew sharp
criticism. A Colonel travell-
ing with his colleagues said,
“No one informed us, other-
wise we could have made ar-
rangements. Wehave a brief-
ing tomorrow morning, and
all our official material is in
thatbaggage.”

This is not the first such
incident. In June this vear,
chaos erupted at Leh airport
when over 100 passengers on
an Air India flight discov-
ered that most of their
checked-in baggage was lefi
behind in Chandigarh after
the flight, delayed by three
hours, finally landed in Leh.
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Amiddelaysindelivery, DGCAto
relaximportrulestorolder planes

SHEKHAR SINGH

chedes,” mead the dmft docu
rment accessed by The Tribme

PROPOSED NORMS

NEW DELHL, SEFTEMBER §
Fhetng deliges i globe airemit
debvnes India’s aveation
regulator is preparing o melo
age megtrictions on imported
planes to give aidines more
rocen bo expand their fests,
svunees said, adding that com
mants are imvited from stuloe
holders by Seplember 19,
The Directormte General of
Cnal Msqabon (DGUAN has
micased draft changes fo its
dvil svialion requirerments
(CAR, which propose mising
et rrima i agge b for ar
craft brought imto the country
Thee rex'ision would allow the
irrport of pressurised airceall
g o 3 yemars oldd nnd wnpres.
s irised mirorft up to 25 vears

®AL present, aidines can
impon pressyrnsad ale
craft that are less than 18
years old, while unpres-
surised aircralt arm
capped at 20 years.

WThis has bean relaxed 1o 20

old, subjedt o safity cheoks
uryl spedific conditions, the
sonpires sail

DA chied P Alhimesd Kad
it did mok respond & quicTies.
However, & per sources within
the svanton watchdog, ardines
at presnd can Emport pes
surised witemft that o less
than 13 yeurs dd and up to A
vear-ald unpeesaursed sirceaft.

It has b obs=need that
paivale oporatons ame keem to

and 25 yoars, respectively
BPressursed alreraft
tnclude commercial jels
capabla of flying aksove
10,000 leet, while unpres-
surised planes are restict
adto bwer altitudes.

bring aircraft which ame very
old, sometimes excesding N
yeirs mage Normally, el air-
cralll mamtifactuers presenbe
o desi pn economuic lifie for ther
pireenft, which extends to X
years or U0 Landingspres-
surisaion ovoes, This s o
ensuye that the @rmft does
not have commosion, fotigue,
metal fdigoe cracks, ele. R
areqs which ane nocmal |y mil
acoessibie cven during mijor

Unsder the niesw proposal the
DGCA has also clanfed that
pressunised aromft for sched
uled, non-scheduled or peneral
aviation services rrust not have
wormjpisted A vesrs of ageor 6
jer cenl ol their deagn Life
ermsol pressurisation cvoes,
whichiver comes first.

The DECA document fur-
ther stated that the operato
shotikd abso tmport sulficent
critical spares recommended
by the gireraft manutaeiuner
abong with the aireraf, so that
the airoralt 5 maintaimed in
nirworthy condition as per the
Alreraft Act, Rules and Civil
Aviation Resjpuirements
tustied by the Director Gener
ol of Civil Aviation



AN
WA faA=gT= wiftswo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

TRIBUNE DELHI 7 SEPTEMBER 2025

IndiGo flightretums
to Kochi aftersnag

NEW DELHE An Abu Dhabi-
bourd IndiGo fight was
foreed 1o retum o Kochi early
Saturdsy after developing a
technieal  snag mid-air,
sources zaid, Flight 8E-1403,
operating on the Kochi-Abu
Dhabi route, took off from
Cochin International Airport
at 1110 pm on Friday Teo
hours liter, the pilots detect-
ed a technmical issue amd
derided totum back NSDE
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IndiGo’s Abu
Dhabi flight

returns alter
mid-air snag

I'nmmoeE News SERVICE

NEWDELHL S EFTEMBER &

An Al Dhabsi-bournd TndiGo
fight was forced 1o retum o
Kocht early Satun after
developing a techniol snag
mid-air sources said.

Fhight GE-1403, operating an
the Kochi-Alna Dhabi route
took off from Cochim Inberna
tional Airport at 11.10 pm an
Friday. More than two hours
imloy the joumey, the pilots
detected o bechoal wssue ard
decided to turn back, The air
craft, carrying over 180 pas-
Sendlers uIHJ SIK CIEW e
bers, linded satiely i Kochiat
144 am on Saturday

IndiGo later confirmed the
incident, siving the return
WilE @ et |I'.L1I-ILILI'_'. mesEs
ure. YA technical isae was
detected on IndiGo fight 6E
1403 operating Fram Eoohi o
Abu Dhabi on Sepbember 6
As o preomutionary step, te
pilots decided o turn back
wnd the airemft londed safisly
at Cochin International Air-
port. While the atrerafl is
undergoing necessary min
tenance  checks  before
resuming opErabions,  &n
alternative  amcrafl  was
promptly aranged for Oyers
to complete the jourmey” an
uirline spoke sperson swid,

The wrline also expresssd

regret maer the disruption,

aoding: "We mpret the nmn
VEMeEnE '.'il.IJh'.—d Lo our eis-
tomers and made all ossible
efforts to minimise it."

7 SEPTEMBER 2025
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