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Airport gets 13 automated
external defibrillators

Thirteen automated external defibrillators (AEDs)
were inaugurated at the city airport on
Wednesday as part of the ‘HeartSafe’ initiative of
Kauvery Hospital and Chennai airport.
Manivannan S., founder and managing director,
Kauvery Group of Hospitals, said the hospital’s
24x7 emergency clinics were equipped with
advanced medical equipment and supported by
experienced emergency physicians, skilled
nurses, and trained paramedics, who can
respond immediately. “The addition of AEDs
further strengthens our emergency response
capability, enabling timely defibrillation
alongside expert medical care,” he added. Raja
Kishore, director, Chennai airport, said, “The
installation of the automated external
defibrillators is an important step towards
strengthening our emergency medical
preparedness.” As per a release, Kauvery
Hospital has been operating a 24x7 emergency
medical service at Chennai airport, with 49
healthcare professionals and four clinics.
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Delhi govt.
plans direct
bus link to
Jewar airport

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government
plans to introduce bus ser-
vices to the Noida Interna-
tional Airport at Jewar, se-
nior officials said on
Thursday. “We plan to start
the bus service right up to
the Jewar airport. A Reci-
procal Transport Agree-
ment will be signed soon
between Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh transport authori-
ties in this regard,” an offi-
cial said.

The proposal envisages
services from Anand Vihar
and Kashmere Gate inter-
State bus terminals to the
airport. “After the two
authorities finalise the de-
tails of the agreement, the
services will start. This in-
itiative is part of the effort
to strengthen public tran-
sport infrastructure and
expand inter-State mobili-
ty,” the official said.

The airport was inaugu-
rated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on March
28 and began passenger
operations last month.

Earlier this year, the Del-
hi Transport Corporation
approved the introduction
of 100 electric inter-State
buses on 17 routes and be-
gan services on routes link-
ing Delhi with Baraut, Soni-
pat, Dharuhera and
Panipat.
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Govt mulls bus service to Noida airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi/Noida

To boost footfall at the Noida
International Airport (NIA) in
Jewar, the Delhi government
is planning to launch public
buses to ensure seamless
connectivity for passengers.
The Noida International
Airport in the national capital
region (NCR) began passen-
ger flight operations almost
a month ago.

“We plan to start the bus
service right upto the Jewar
airport, like private vehicles
are allowed. A Reciprocal
Transport Agreement will be
signed soon between Delhi
and Uttar Pradesh state trans-
port authorities in this

regard,” an official said.

The government is plan-
ning is to operate several
buses from the Anand Vihar
and Kashmere Gate inter-
state bus terminals to Jewar
airport, he added.

“A proposal is ready. After
the two authorities finalise
the details of the agreement,

the services will start. This ini-
tiative is part of the broader
effort by the state govern-
ment to strengthen public
transport infrastructure and
expand interstate mobility,”
the official said.

Earlier this year, the Delhi
Transport Corporation (DTC)
had approved a plan to intro-
duce 100 electric interstate
buses on 17 routes.

The DTC has already com-
menced operations of electric
buses on key routes including
Delhi-Baraut (Uttar Pradesh),
Delhi-Sonipat (Haryana),
Delhi-Dharuhera (Haryana),
and Delhi-Panipat (Haryana),
improving connectivity
between Delhi and neigh-
bouring regions.
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700 people from MMR, 15
MPs protest in Delhi to
rename Navi Mum airport

Navi Mumbai: Around 700 people from across
Navi Mumbai, Mumbai, Thanc and Raigad —in-
cluding 15 MPs and several former MLAs
hraved rains to take part in a protest rally held at
Jantar Mantar in New Delhi Wednesday to de-
mand that Navi Mumbai ITnternational Airport
be renamed after former MP D B Patil.

The rally, which saw cross-party support,
started from Kerala Bhavan at around 9.30 am,
covering a distance of 1.5 km to reach Jantar
Mantar, and ended at around 4.30 pim. Shiv Sena
MPs Shrikant Shinde and Shrirang Barne were
among those who addressed the participants.

Around a dozen buses were deployed to bring
theprotesters tothe capital. Otherstook flights to
join the rally which received maximum support
from deputy CM Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Sena.

Dressed in traditional garb, the participants
performed various devotional songs and folk
dances in the protest, which was inspired by the
recent ‘Gen 7' protest over the NEET paper leak.

Uran Municipal Council president, NCP
(SP)'s Bhavana Ghanekar, in her address alleged
that the recommendation for the airport's re-
naming was gathering dust with theunion govt.

D B Patil played a key role in Navi Mumbai's
development and in protecting the interests of
land acquisition-affected people. The renaming
demand is supported by original inhabitants of
Raipgad and Panvel, especially the Apri conumuni-
ty reports Umesh K Parida.
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‘Logical to allow airport

operators to run airlines’

Akasa Founder Dube Looks To Raise $110Mn
As Operating Costs Surge After Oil Price Rise

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Akasa founder
and CEQ Vinay Dube has
backed airport oporators be-
ing allowed to hold bigger
stakes in airlines and run
them. Akasa, which tarns fo-
ur on Friday, is learnt to be
trying toraise about $110mil-
liom through debt and equity
as the rise in oil prices since
March has sent operating
costs spiralling for airlines
globally, with the weakening
rupee adding to the pressure
inIndia

Dube, however, denied
being in touch with the Ada-
ni Group — India’s biggest
private sector airport opera-
tor (in terms of rumber of
airporis) — for investment

The aviation industry ve-
teran's stance is in contrast
with that of India’s biggest
aidine IndiGo whose foun-
der and MD Rahul Bhatia
had recemtly flagged con-
cerns over conflict of inter-
estif thereported move toal-
low airportoperators toown
over 0% in carriers goes
through.

“We continue to be well

capitalised and recently got

“ we continue to be well capitalised and
recently got some funds ender the
emergency credit line guaraniee scheme. | can
unegquivecally say that neither we have reached
out to them (Adanl), nor they Lo us... Losses don1

7 AUGUST 2026

better than planned...

wiiTy me becanse financially we're doing

—VINAY DUBE | FOUNDER & CEQ, AKASA

some funds under the emer-
gency credit line guarantee
scheme. [ can unequivocally
say that neither we have rea-
ched out to them (Adani),
nor they tous. The ideaof al-
lowing airport operators to
own and run airlines is logi-
cal as the country needs mo-
re competition. As far as the
apprehensions, 1 am sure
govt will take them intoaceo-
unt. Akasa itself is the bene-
ficiary of govt stand to pro-
maote competition,” said Du-
be, who describes Akasa —
now India's third largest do-
mestic aidine after IndiGo
and Air India group —as an
experience-led carrier

Like all Indian airlines,
Akasa is also losing money
Since inception. It lost Rs
L9 crore in FYZ25, almost
19% more than the previous
fiscal. Are the investors wor-
ried?“No, notatall. And, los-

ses don't worry me because
financially we're doing bet-
ter than planned. Because
we have planned for thisand
have got jet foel in our blood.
We're hardeore planners
and plan long term. Akasa
has got a lot of financial di-
seipline,” Dube said.

The airline currently has
4haircraft inits Meetand will
get three more this month. It
has 186 planes on order that
will be delivered till Dec
252 “This April-lune we
were operating 185 daily
fMights and 75% of our ASKM
capacity is deployed on do-
mestic and the remaining on
international routes. Fart-
heraircraftorders and whet-
her we should go in for wide
bodies and regional jets will
belooked at after abouat 1-2ye-
ars,” Dube said. Akasa car-
rently has 5475 employees

incloding B0 pilots.
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® BJP charges AAP supremo of spreading ‘fake news’

Kejriwal claims Centre will
blend ethanol in diesel, ATF

AGE CORRESPONDENT
WEW DELHI, AUG, 6

AAP natlonal convenor
Aryinad Kejriwal ond
BIPs IT department head
Amit Malviva engaped in
a war of words on X on
Thursday, with the former
Delhi chiel minister alleg-

Ing that the Centre plans
to  introduce ethanol
Mending in diesel and avi-
atlon turbine oel (ATE)

Mr Milviya chirged Mr
Kejriwal with spresding
“fake nows"™ amd crmting
undue “panic.”

Civil aviation minister
K. Ram Mohan Naldu,
howover, made it cloar
there was no proposal (o
Mend aviation fosl with
ethanol

The minister said the
ethanol and sustainable
aviation Tuel (SAF) are
entirely different and
shioull not be confntbed

Hie gaid, “SAF 12 an inter.
nationally certified avin-
thom fuel recopnised by the
International Chvil
Aviation  Organisation
and ndopted globally It
undergoes  testing  and
meeis  stringent  global
safety standards.
Spreading misinforma-
tion on aviation safely
only creates neediess anxk
By among air travellers, ™

Alleging that the govern-
ment woutld soon blend

Arvind Kejriwal

ethanol in diesel as well,
Mr Kijrivwal urged people
1o avold purchasing new
potrol and diesel vehiclos
for the time being

In a post on X, he alleged
the government planned
to inerease ethanol blend-
I im petro] beyomd 5 per
ol alter |:||Ir|:|r|urlr|z,' i)
fuel.

“It seems they are going
lo adulierate petrol with
mors than & per cent.
They are just waiting for
the atmosphere (o calm
down. First, they forced
E20 petrol into your Eb
and EI0 vehlcles and
wiecked them. Today, if
vou buy & new E20 vehicle,
the government will force
ESD petrol into it after a
fow days amd damage it
M Kejriwal said.

“Juist like E20 was imple
mented without any scien-
thfte study, without listen-
Ing toanyone, by sihencing
everyone through threats,
vou'll implement E50 in
the same wayg" he said,
alleging this was the pov-

» THE CIVIL aviation
minister made it clear
there was no proposal to
blend aviation fuel with
ethanol. The minister
said the ethanol and sus-
tainable aviation fuel are
entirely different and
should not be conflated

arnment’s “styvle ol fune.
toning™ without respoct
ing sclence, enginecring,
andd technol gy

He  challenged Mr
Malviva to  publicly
rialease any study conchact.
ed before Emplementing
E20 petrol

Mr Malviva hit back In
another post on X, saying
Mr Kejriwal's entire arguw-
ment was based not on
facts bui “fear”

He refuted the AAP
leader's charge, statimg it
i complelely wrong to say
that EX0 was implemented
“without any sclentifle
study”

In another post on X, Mr
bMalviva claimed E20 is
nat o hasty decision, and
the country's ethanol
blending programme has
been progressing In oA
phased manner for over
two decades,

He said before imple
menting E2), extensive
testing and consuliations
with all relevant parties
werse conducted

My social media
account restricted
in India: Kejriwal

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, AUG. 6

AAP natlonal convenor
Arvind  Kejriwal on
Thursday sald his social
medla sceaunt has beEn
restricted in India and
questioned Meta over the
roason behind the restric
tion. In m post on X. Mr
Kejriwal said enquiries at
Meta's Iftdia ol
revealed thit his acoount
hmd been restricled and
was unavailable in [ndia.

He claimed company
officials did not provide
any reason for the restric
fhon or explain how |t
could be removed, while
emails sent by him had
recoived  only  routine
acknow ledpements.

There was no immediate
response avadlable from
Metn on the matter

Mr Kelriwnl also shared n
serpenaidd of his accolint
status page showing the
message, “Unavailahle in
s=ome lncations”

In in his post he said,
“Don‘t bow down o the
prime minister, else he
will allow vou to run only
his own account in India."
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Gebremariam — A
turnaround specialist

Aneesh Phadnis
MNumbal

Ethloplan Airlines faced it
toughest test in March 2019
following a fatal air crash in-
volving o Boeing 737 Maxair-
craft that also raised ques-
tions whout pilot training;
As the alrling came under
sCrutiny, CEO Te-
wolde Gebrem Pm-m.l:']lﬂl'larrJ put out
a messye dispelling the
doubts related toits training

stanckards,
SPOTLIGHT.

“In n nation that is some-
times saddled with negative
stereotypes, accidents like
this affect our sense of pride,
Yt this erigredy won't define
us" he wrote It didn'c
Ethiopian Airfines grew its
network, incrensed revente
and made o profit too, albekt
smitller one compared to the
previous financial year, The
alrline also began drafting a
Viston 2035 document.

Gebremariam, who  led
Echioplan  Abdines  from
2011-2022, was on Wednes-
hay namedd e Adr Inclin's new
Chief Executive Officer. He
replaces Camphel] Wilson.

PROVEN RECORD

An economic and a business
administration  produate,
Gebremarinm rose through
the ranks to ocoupy the top
past in Ethiopian Airfines.
He has worked in Indla be-
fore serving as the airline's
regional director before tnk-
ing up assignments in Saudi
Arabia and the US.

“Tewolde was part of the
exccutive team under former
CEQ Girma Wake thoar de-
veloped Ethiopian‘s "Vision
2025 long-rerm plan in the
laze 2000z, He then execured
the plan after he took over os
CEO in 2011 and nearly

rupled the airline rev-
:'I::fu lEi'lh!' decide thax fol
lirwed," sald Sean Mendis, an
avintion consultant, who hos
worked i senbor roles in
various African alriines.

Ethiopian Airfines
emerged @i the larpges alr

Tewolde Gebremariam, CEQ,
Alr india

line in Africa under his ten-
ure doubling it's destina-
tions to 128, Annual revenue
grew from &1 billion w 35
hillion and airline posted =
net profit of $1 billion in
. il

Gebremariam stepped
down in 2022 citing health
reasons. According to his
LinkedIn profile, he runs &
coneultuncy service and aleo
seTVeS as o strategic sdvisor
for Detta Airlines, Currently,
Ethiophan Airlines his a leet
af 170 aircraft and flies mw
145 destinations,

HIGHLY RESPECTED
“Gebremariam took o relat-
fvely smuadl akrline, in a low
imcome economy with lim-
ited origin-destination
traffic, and grew itinto o hub
carrier which s the most
profitable in Africa. His ex-
perience in drivi
while remaining fnancially
viable will serve him well as
will his familiarity with Star
Alliance,” said Binit Somadn,
Mrector of aviation  con-
sultancy CAPA Indin

Alr India has underpgone
slgnificant improvements in
past four vears but has
emerged a8 biggest  loss
mipker for Tata Group. Thus
for Gebremariam immediate
rask is to improve airline
profvability,

Mendis  thinks  the
Ethioptan  MAdrlines former

CEQ has the qualitics

m Alr India. “Tewolde
has solid hackground and
knowledge in commercial,
operationg and fnince &0
has the shility to hold his
own on amy of these sub-
Jects " Mendls added.
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Demand strong despite macro challenges: Akasa Air CEO

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Dalhi, B August

India’s domestic air travel
demand remains resilient
despite macroeconomic head-
winds, with passenger
numbers continuing to rise
even as the sector navigates
volatility in jet fuel prices and
foreign exchange rates, said
Vinay Duobe, Akasa Alr's
founder and chief executive
officer (CEQ), on Thursday.
“Atthis moment intime, itls
noiademand issue so much. It
is much moreof a fuel price and
forex (rupee depreciation)
izsue, whichwe believe isgoing

to be short term. Bur even if it
extends for a while, it's not a
problem. We've got the finan-
clalwherewithal toget through
this without a problem,” he told
Business Standard In a video
interview.

Fuel costs and foreign
exchange have a significant
bearing on airline profitability.
Aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
accounts for around 35-40 per
centof an Indian airline’s oper-
ating expenses, making it the
single-largest cost ltem. At the
same time, several other major
expenses — including alreraft
lease rentals, mainienance pay-
ments, insurance and a sub-

€ WE'VE GOT

THE FINANCIAL
WHEREWITHAL TD

GET THROUGH THIS
WITHOUT A PROBLEMY)

Vinay Dube
Founder & CEO, Alasa Alr

stantial portion of spare pars
— are denominated in US dol-
lars. Az aresult, a weaker upee
raises costs even if underying
dollar prices remain
unchanged, while higher ATF
prces further squeeze margins.
Airlines often struggle o
fully pass onthes=cost increases
through higher fares, particu-
larlyin a compettive market.
On infrastructure, Dube
said the development of Navi
Mumbai and Noida Interna-
tional Alrports will help ease
long-standing capacity con-
straints at key aviation hubs.
Major metro airporis  like
Mumbal have faced severe slot

constraints —regulatory limirs
on the number of flights that
can take off and land at an air-
port — forover a decade.

"Slots in Mumbai and Delhi
have always been constrained,”
Dube noted. "And so to get
these, airports in these bigcities
that have had capacity con-
stm:lmsfurmtrmvea.rs Ithink
is fancastic”

To support its expansion,
Akasa Alr has committed to
building a dedicated Mainten-
ance, Repair and Owerhaul
hangar — a specialised facility
where aircraft undergo main-
tenance, repairs and engineer-
ing checks — at Noida

International Alrport.

Omn airport charges set by the
Alrports Economic Regulatory
Authority during the last few
months, Dube said the airline
adapistoregulatory declsionsas
part of its normal operations.
However, he acknowledsed that
carriers are currently unable to
fully pass on higher input costs
topassengers asthe spike in fuel
prices has been massive.

Despite the cost pressures,
operational metrice at the two
new major alrports remain
strong. with load factors — the
percentage of seats filled on a
flight — inlinewith the airline’s
network average.
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DECCAN CHRONICLE

Air India appoints
Gebremariam as CEO

New Delhl, Aug. 5 Alr

India on Wednesday
appoinied former
Ethiopian Airlines Group
chief Tewolde

Gebremariam as the chief
executive  officer  and
Managing Director, mark-
ing another change of
guard at the airline after
the takeover by the Tata
Group four years ago,

An Ethiopian national,
Gebremariam will replace
New Zealander Campbell
Wilson, Singapore
Ajrlines Group veteran,
who took charge as the
CEO of Alr India in July
2022, announced his resig-
nation from the loss-mak-
ing airline In April this
yvear  Gebremariam, who
will be the second forelgn
CEO at Air India, will be
taking over the reins at a
time when the airline is
working on its expansion
plans amid multiple exter:
nal headwinds.

In the release, Air India
mentioned that as the afr
line shifts from its founda-
tlonal turnaround phase
into a high-growth and
profitable execution
phase, sebremariam
brings crucial capabilities
required for the airline’s
next leg of journev.

Tata Sons and Air India
chalrman N Chandra-
sekaran said that having

Tewolde Gebremariam

= AIR INDIA chairman

N Chandrasekaran said the
company has completed
the initial phase o
stabilisation, integration,
and fleet commitments.

completed the Initlal
phase of stabilisation,
integration, and fleet com-
mitments under
Campbell’s guldance,, the
airline is now entering its
execution and expansion
era

Gebremariam comes with
nearly four-decade-long
experience at Ethiopian
Airlines Group, including
as its CEO for over 11
vears., Currently, he is
serving as a senior strate-
gic advisor to Delta
Alrlines as well as the
IFC/ Warld Bank Group.
Tata Group took over Air
India from the govern-
ment in January 2022, and
later Singapore Alrlines
acquired a 25.1 per cent
stake in the airline.— FT{



AIRPUHISAUIH FHT‘!’ (_?F INUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

ESs DAINIEK JAGEAN

DELHT

7OAUGUST 2026

wﬁwmﬁwmﬁ TCIUG H ST el T UR<1G el
3 | oRidrel & 3MRIUT B {ToTaT A GarRl Bt

7% feedll, W ¢ AR FEEE WA
¥, qlEd A9 A e # A
f*mrr—rar:rm—r :m:r.

b0 o e 1 = R Al e T e e
nlﬁ'l:l?r_lﬁiﬂﬁqmﬂ?f'ﬂ?
AN F T FEE hEe H s
i § dgww Ha G A
I W AyH e w u
T h 9E A g T 3=
F5 @ fF ¥T TR TOE §
;mw-r?lﬂ-rrrrhﬁ 2
FodEE A ua O | Fa)
q ol T RO OUE e
fawmg =1 g 9 @ 8| A
= F51 ¢ I T I w0 e
W TR @ 9 B wa el
AL A Fal fF TR g U
§ gaE fuse & A #
T 7 O e A -

i '
0, TR TR

W AE &1 HA F Fa, e

A #A, A, 7 Rech

a:TE’PJ

T AR T T A FEE
T EaTE A H A A9 AT
F T wEEES w1 o el
Tz 3 FA fF oEEm AR
W@WWFWT
AFT-ST & 1 3 Uh-Te &
o= =51 e

T UF SAeE W W
i o wEm 8, e
TEEER ffrel =
e e g e o e e 1
Fl 2 O S S T

ﬂﬂ
-
-

fF$ _Hu—méaﬁ?mm—
F T A T oan, A e
T AT e e -
g A #@, Fadae # 9E
9 Fel w6l G § A |
TR T U FE R

T FAToKD 1 AW, § 20 564
(&1 fen ) dstilaep 3w o e,
ferven Ty wred Al

ol a3 Il a daeTe =2t
AT ST [IHT T
oeEg 3 e fmg T O
WFET A F 0 (830 wEw T
A 20 ufFgE ogaE) 8§ osfes
e e w1 FE e A
ferm &1 FEgiEF 50 9T HEAR
tEm %aw 9y & o=l #)
13 i | e R AR e ol o |
ﬁgwnmwﬁw
T'E]TIWHIG_ITVT L
FaFE fHaet 3 e | S g
Tﬂ#qa?mﬂmwzﬁm
A § 9 =YF JOEN 3

AT T IR AT
ufatua farg =T =7 farar =

Tt | 2E fFa #
S #FEE g § wioeen
# R NEEE T T ClER]
fieE &y sEEe TEd
TRAETE TET F1 92 A TR
F AR B T AR,
T TEWE AFREE TEO U T
"F T O I HE
Fagd T w99 F o9 fem

e 4 g F A
o I A ® UEY HifE
= WeehE # 3 E R e
@ &1 35 | e, duE F
AW 97 Yo, A AR A
gig 4 Faa I @ sEEE
A F1 STEE )




AIRPURTSAU‘I HORITY OF !NU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK NAVJYOTIL

JATPUER

5 AUGUST 2026

wereita - ferrms | oEE e
3 T FE A 5 T O S
AT FRIFTE TR T HEE
ot 3 o e aw | e A am
o & fi wr edtd & wrs A d e el
T PR B A A s o g B
HF T WS AR S EE T Sy
o R S e #, e
o s fEt e A S e A T
F a g £, Sl Qe 3 TR 4

TGS : SErqT-ahter ot fremet, fepyrrTe Stem @ v

FHg 3T T WHR o A1 gaiae Wall, 76 WEer AR, e oft s 2 @ sem
H

& T, AT A 30 S F
1w e 8 B o v & g s
el rr=rrrﬂ'é %1 Faer gan, 99 TRE Y
FEsTirg 1 TRlITRE SeaTelleh o TR
FH TEN TR Mg w

h’wqmqu—mﬁ#w
T ST A W 76 S a9 S
ok TR (s, I, e, R i enaTs
mmmmwfﬂmq—ﬁq——hﬁu

T S i i ) e i
T T 714 & oE 6l 32 A%
& | TEAE 3R WET B2 W an 96
4 Faert &1 S St Sl | Jan
Tz o, wE T s Feors Bl
sl sl oydiam de wEgE T
s T A e et i G B
it A1 f ST 1 TR e A A
FARANT =4 A TE ¢ T A T
Al T W O AR A # Ee
TaaT F mal

TS SHTTH 37880, ST shHiyTaer 321 H fuser
fFar g TR Sm T U o et W e

T AT SR 3 E Fe, 78 T5T 9 97 8] O
P s =1 Teen wialam 1 TE R S U S
qpfere T wdiam o el feweft, A, ot aile

AT A T ST SRR s e
= A R T TS W W
FHASHA SEE 47 T = ZEFE 1 A e

I H givers T e A FEA  gF HE W E




AtRPDR ISAUT HORITY QOF INDLA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ECONOMIC TIMES DELHT 7OAUGUST 2026

2 Rlasa Alr to Hire 500 Pilots, Add 12 Planes/Yr Over 3 s
MUMEAI Axas3 Airplans Lo hire more than 500 pilols over Lhe nexl three
years Lo supporl & plznned inducion of more Lhzn adozen planes annuzily in
thesame period and enhancethe share of sircraft deplovment on inter
rational routcs waboot £33, (20 Vingy Dube told ET. The ifdine, which
currzrithy has morethan 840 pilots, stopped hiring in 2024 after Bocing's
procucliondelaysstawed aircralLdelivery. The sirdine resumed racruil-
mentsboul avear ago lollowing &0 improvement in aircrafl deliveriss by
Breirg, "We are now hiring pilots...our pikot numibers are over 800" Duie
saicl. "I the next owe o three yiears, between the cadet programime
aned CRL holders, the combination should be cver 500." - Owr Bureau
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Air India appoints ex-Ethiopian chief
Tewolde Gebremariam as new CEO

Dhairya Gajara

MUMBAI

Air India on Wednesday
announced the appointment
of former Ethiopian Airlines
executive Tewolde
Gebremariam as the chiefl
executive officer (CEQ) and
managing director, almost four
manths after Campbell Wilson
announced his resignation,
The incoming CEO is expeaed
to steer the airline out of the
loss burden to an ambitious
international expansion.
Wilson, a New Zealand-
national, announced stepping
down the chief position of Air
India on April 7 - almost a

vear after the tragic Air India
plane crash in Ahmedabad
which killed 260 people.
According to Air India, the
board committee rigorously
evaluated internal as well as
highly accomplished external
candidates from across the
world to identify a leader.
Following an intensive evalu-
ation process, the Board
unanimously chose
Gebremariam as “the ideal

combination of leadership,
decp operational expertise
and strategic execution capa-
bility required for Air India's
next phase of growth.”

Notably, Gebremariam is
widely recognised as one of
the most suceessful aviation
chief executives, During his
tenure as CEO of Erhioplan
Airlines Group for more than
a decade, he spearheaded a
multi-billion-dollar  expan-
sion, mransforming a regional
carrier into Africas largest
maost profitable and decorated
airline group, simultaneously
growing revenue by more
than fourfold and fleet size
nearly threefold.
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All 13 Air India
passengers
discharged

Dhairya Gajara

MLUMBAI

All 13 passengers hospital-
ised after severe mid-air tur-
bulence on Air India flight
Al-237 were discharged on
Wednesday, while four cabin
crew members remained
under medical care.

The Airbus A320neo, fly-
ing from Phuket to Delhi
with 137 passengers and
eight crew members on
Tuesday, encountered severe
turbulence while cruising
over Odisha. The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) said the aireraft
suddenly dropped around
300 feet within two seconds.

Unbelted passengers and
crew were thrown around
the cabin, causing injuries.
After the aireraft landed
safely in Delhi around 11 am,
13 passengers and four crew
members were taken to hos-
pitals for treatment.

Air India said its teams
were assisting those affected
and their families

The DGCA has initiated an
inquiry examining flight data
recorder parameters,
weather conditions and
cockpit weather radar logs,
Initial reports suggest the
aircraft may have
encountered severe clear-air
turbulence or localised con-
vective updrafts or down-
drafts.
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Man held for trying to
open emergency exit

on Kochi-b

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOCHI: A passenger was
arrested for allegedly attempt-
ing to open the emergency exit
of a Kuala Lumpur-Kochi flight,
damaging its window panel and
threatening fellow passengers
and cabin crew, police said on
Thursday.

The accused was identified as
Jamsheer Athanikkal, who was
travelling on Batik Air flight
0D231 from Kuala Lumpur to
Kochi on Wednesday.

According to the FIR, the
incident occurred between 9.30
pm and 11.05 pm while the air-
craft was in flight.

The FIR alleged that Athanik-
kal tried to force open the air-
craft's emergency exit, damaged
its window panel and threat-
ened fellow passengers, thereby
endangering the safety of those
on board. Police said he has

ound flight

JAMSHEER
ATHANIKKAL WAS
TRAVELLING ON
BATIK AIR FLIGHT
0D231 FROM
KUALA LUMPUR
TO KOCHION
WEDNESDAY

been booked under Section
351(3) of the BNS for criminal
intimidation, Section 11A of the
Aireraft Act for violating safety
or security directions, and Sec-
tion 118(e) of the Kerala Police
Act for acts endangering public
safety.

“Jamsheer Athanikkal, an
Indian national from Palakkad
district, allegedly damaged a
window panel inside the air-
craft during the flight. After
landing, he was taken into cus-
tody...,” the CIAL said.
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Centre denies plan to
blend ethanol with ATF

Centre denies

OUR CORRESPOMDENT

NEW DELHI: The Centre on
Thursday rejected claims that
it is considering blending etha-
nol with Aviation Turbine Fuel
{ATF), calling such reports
“completely false and irre-
sponsible” and stating that no
such proposal is under consid-
eration. The clarification came
after Aam Aadmi Party chiel
Arvind Kejriwal alleged on X
that the poverniment pla.nm:d
o mix ethanol with ATF, citing
unnamed experts who claim.
it could affect flight safety.

Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu satd spread-
ing misinformation about avi-
alion 531'::1};' creates needless
anxiely among air travellers,
“The claim that the govern-
ment plans to blend ethanol
with Aviation Turbine Fuel
(ATF) is completely false and
irresponsible. There is no such
propoasal.” he said.

Waidn clarified that ethanol

i .

"‘ THE CLAIM THAT
THE GOVERNMENT
PLANS TO BLEND
ETHANOL WITH AVIATION
TURBINE FUEL (ATF) IS
COMPLETELY FALSE AND
IRRESPONSIBLE. THERE 15
NO SUCH PROPOSAL

and Sustainable Aviation Fuel
{SAF)are entirely different and
should not be confused. He
said SAF is an iniernationally
certified aviation fuel recog-
nised by the International Civil
Aviation Organisation (ICAQ),
adopted globally, and approved
for commercial use only after
rigorous lesting and compli-
ance with strict international
safety standards. Passenger
safety, he added, remains the
government’s highest priority.

Separately, the Commerce
and Industry Ministry dis-

missed reports Continued on P4
i

suggesting India had agreed 1o import
ethanol from the US for fuel blend-
ing under the proposed India-US trade
pact. It said no such commitments or
concessions have been made, addin
that ethanol used under the E&mnuF
Blended with Petrol Programme contin-
ues o be sourced entirely from domestic
producers,
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‘No such proposal’: Naidu says E20
can never be added to aviation fuel

5 LALITHA @ MNew Dethi

UNION Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu on Thursday re-
jected the claims of adultera-
tion in aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) by blending it with etha-
nol and warned against spread-
ing such wrong information
among flvers.

“There is no such proposal,”
Maidu said in a statement post-
ed on X, calling the claims on
ethanol blending false and ir-
responsible. “Spreading misin-
formation on aviation safety
only creates needless anxiety
among air travellers,” he said,
adding that passenger safety
remained the government’s
highest priority

The minister was responding
to AAP national convener
Arvind Eejriwal's allegation
that the Central government
was planning to blend ethanol
in ATF. Citing experts, he
said ethanol blending could se-
riously compromise the safety
of flights. “Will vou risk flying
in an aireraft running on adul-
terated aviation fuel?"Eejriwal
posted on X, slamming the Cen-
tre. Naidu said, “Ethanol and

:

sustainable aviation fuel (SAF)
are entirely different and
should not be conflated. SAF is
an internationally certified avi-
ation fuel recognised by Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organi-
sation (ICAO) and adopted
globally It undergoes rigorous
testing and meets stringent glo.-
bal safety standards.” The re-
marks come days after the
Centre reiterated its commit-
ment to E20 ethanol-blended
petrol programme.

An aviation professional said
ethanol cannot just be mixed
like that with ATF or any fuel.
“For instance, ethanol can be
mixed with petrol but not with
diesel. These aspects require

Ethanol, sustainable
aviation fuel different

Naidu said, “Ethanol and
sustainable aviation fuel (SAF)
are entirely different and should
not be conflated. SAF is an
internationally certified aviation
fuel recognised by Intermational
Civil Aviation Organisation and
adopted globally. It undergoes
rigorous testing and meets global
safety standards.”

extensive scientific research
and analysis. In mixing one
chemical with another, comptit-
ability and other aspects need
to be taken into account,” the
professional said.

SAF can reduce carbon diox-
ide emissions by anywhere be-
tween 65% and 80 % as compared
to the conventional fuel used in
aireraft. The ICAD has given a
major thrust to SAF to ensure
the carbon emizsions by the avi-
ation industry are brought
down to net zero by 2050. It had
alzn specified that SAF has the
greatest potential to make it
happen. ICAOQ is supporting
countries who develop SAF with
training and other initiatives.
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No ethanol in ATF: Govt rejects Kejriwal’s
allegations and calls them irresponsible

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

The political war over India’s
ethanol blending pro-
gramme escalated on
Thursday after Union civil
aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu and
BJP IT Cell chief Amit Malviya
strongly dismissed Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) national
convenor Arvind Kejriwal
claim that the Centre plans
to introduce ethanol blend-
ing in diesel and aviation
turbine fuel (ATF).

Naidu in a post on X dis-
missed claims that it is plan-
ning to blend ethanol with avi-
ation turbine fuel (ATF), calling
the reports "completely false
and irresponsible” and urging
people not to spread misinfor-
mation on aviation safety. He
said there is “no such propos-
al" under consideration by
the Government."

“The claim that the
Government plans to blend
ethanol with Aviation Turbine
Fuel (ATF) is completely false
and irresponsible. There is no
such proposal,” Naidu said.
He clarified that ethanol and
sustainable aviation fuel (SAF)
are “entirely different” fuels
and should not be confused
with one another.

The exchange comes after
Kejriwal alleged that the
Centre was planning to
increase ethanol blending
beyond current levels,
claimed there were plans to
mix ethanol into Aviation

nAdiAirn

IUniﬁn civil aviation minister Ram Mohan Maidu Kinjarapu

Turbine Fuel (ATF), and
accused the Government of
suppressing scientific con-
cerns over E20 petrol.
Kejriwal urged people to
avoid purchasing new petrol
and diesel vehicles for the
time being. In a post on X in
Hindi, Kejriwal alleged the
Government planned to
increase ethanol blending in
petrol beyond 50 per cent
after introducing E20 fuel.

Explaining the distinction,
Naidu said SAF is an interna-
tionally certified aviation fuel
recognised by the
International Civil Aviation
Organisation {ICAD) and has
been adopted globally. He
added that it undergoes rig-
orous testing and meets
stringent international safety
standards before being
approved for use.

“Ethanol and Sustainable
Aviation Fuel (SAF) are entire-
ly different and should not
be conflated. SAF is an inter-
nationally certified aviation

fuel recognised by
International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO) and
adopted globally. It under-
goes rigorous testing and
meets stringent global safety
standards,” he said.

The minister also cau-
tioned against circulating
misleading claims related to
aviation, saying such misin-
formation only creates
unnecessary anxiety among
air travellers."Spreading mis-
information on aviation
safety only creates needless
anxiety among air travellers.
Passenger safety remains the
Government’s highest prior-
ity,” he said. Slamming
Kejriwal, Malviya said spread-
ing “fake news" and creating
undue “panic” is his "old
habit”, and asserted that the
Centre has clearly stated that
there was no decision on
ethanol mixing beyond E20.

Former Delhi chief minis-
ter, replying to Malviya,
alleged that the Government

is waiting for the situation to
calm down before imple-
menting further ethanol
blending in fuel. “Just like E20
was implemented without
any scientific study, without
listening to anyone, by silenc-
ing everyone through threats,
you'll implement E50 in the
same way,” Kejriwal said,
alleging this was the
Government's “style of func-
tioning" without respecting
science, engineering and
technology. He challenged
Malviya to publicly release
any study conducted before
implementing E20 petrol.

Malviya hit back in another
post on X, saying Kejriwal's
entire argument was based
not on facts but “fear”. “First,
the Government has clearly
stated that no decision has
been taken to increase
ethanol blending beyond E20.
Raising a debate on some
imaginary E50 is nothing but
politics of spreading fear," he
replied to Kejriwal.

He refuted the AAP leader’s
charge, stating it is com-
pletely wrong to say that
E20 was implemented
"without any scientific
study”. Inanother post on X,
Malviya claimed E20 is not a
hasty decision and the
country's ethanol blending
programme has been pro-
gressing in a phased manner
for over two decades. He
said before implementing
E20, extensive testing and
consultations with all relevant
parties were conducted.
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Air India picks new chief

-\.Ml‘i AKUMAR

New Delhi: Alr Indla on
Wednesday named former
Ethioplan Alrlines chief Te-
wolde Gebremariam as 1ts
CEO, tapping the industry
veteran to steer the carrier's
turnaround as it struggles
with losses and helghtened
scrutiny following last year's
deadly crash.

Gebremariam led Ethlo-
plan Alrlines for more than
a decade, overseeing a mul-
ti-billion-dollar expansion that
turned it into Africa’s largest
airiine group, with revenue
more than quadrupling and its
fleet tripling during his tenure.

Tewolde Gebremariam

He also navigated Ethlo-
plan Alrlines through two of
1ts blggest crises, the Covid-19
pandemic without govern-
ment ballouts and the fatal
19 Boeing 737 MAX crash.

Gebremariam succeeds

Campbell Wilson, the former
Singapore Afrlines executive
appointed in 2022 to lead Alr
India’s turnaround after 1ts
takeover by the Tata Group.

Wilson will step down on
September 30 after serving
his notice. Gebremariam will
take charge of an airiine grap-
pling with mounting financial
and operational challenges,
including helghtened regu-
latory scrutiny following the
2025 crash that killed 260 peo-
ple, disruptions from the West
Asla conflict and Pakistan’s
alrspace ban, which have
lengthened routes and ralsed
fuel and operating costs.

N. Chandrasekaran, chatr-
man of Tata Sons and Alr

India, said, “Having complet-
ed the Initial phase of stabili-
sation, integration, and fleet
commitments under Camp-
bell's guidance, Alr India is
now entering a critical exe-
cutlon and expansion era, Te-
wolde's track record in build-
ing one of the world's most
efficlent and profitable alrline
groups makes him unigquely
suited tolead Adr Indin.”

Gebremariam sald, “Itis a
profound honour to be entrust-
ed with leading Alr Indla... Alr
Indila carries an incredible
legacy, and the opportunity
to build a world-class global
alriine that reflects Indla’s ex-
traordinary economic poten-
tial {s uniquely exciting.”
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Alliance Air
flight to Hyd
takes off 5
hours late

: An  Alliance
Air flight bound for Hydera-
bad from Bengahom was de-
Tayed by over five hours To-
esday oven as passengers
flagmed inconvenience.

Flight 41517, which was
initially scheduled to de-
part from Benpgaluru at

B:50pm took off
only at 2:2%am Wednesday
and reached the destina-
tion at3:56am.

Beveral passengers who
were waiting at KIA's Ter-
minal 2 claimed there was
no proper assistance or
communication from the
airlineon the delay

Peensh Rammnathkar, a
flyer, wrote on X that more
than 60 passengers wero
stuck at the airport unawa-
reof the sitnation.

Another flyer Mahend-
ra Bhosale allegoed that gro-
und staff at the airport had
not provided attention to
passengers who wore an-
xious. “Cround staff & ma-
nagers... have completely
abhandoned PASSENFOTS
with zero communication
ar food/water: Absolute
lack of accountability!™ he
said inan online post.

Following multiple
complaints from passeng-
ors, the airport's operator,
Bangalore  International
Airport Limited arrangoed
snacks and refreshments
for the delayed travelers.

The reason for the de-
lay is not known and Alli-
ance Airdid not respond to
an email for comments till
pross time.
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Get ready for more potholes in the sky

As climate change intensifies turbulence and India’s first-time flyer population grows, the gap between a routine
jolt and a serious injury may come down tn one simple habit: keeping the seat belt fastened, writes Manju V

n Air India flight from Phu-

ket to Delhi dropped nearly

300 feet over Odisha this we-

ek, injiring four cabin crow

members and more thanado-
2o passengers. It is the kind of incident
that makes headtines fora day and then fa-
des. Except itshonldn't.

Most passengors will go their entire
flying lives without experiencing an acci-
dent during take-off or landing. Tarbu-
lence isdifferent. Nearly overyone who fli-
o5 often enough will encmmter it, and on-
ce in a while, it can torn into somothing
close toa nightmear.

The Phuket-Delhi flight fits a pattern
that recurs with almost clockwork regu-
larity in India botween April and mid-
July But it is also part of a wider, worse-
ning global toll.

In May A4, a Singapore Aidines Boe-
img 777 flying from London to Singapore
hit severe turbulenee over Myanmar: The
impact was so violent that one passenger,
who had a heart condition, suffered heart
failore and died. Nearly 80 others were in-
jured, making it the deadliest confirmed
turbulence event involving a major inter-

In July 2025, a Delta Air Lines flight
from Salt Lake City encommtered torbu-
lenice at 37,000 fieet that sent service carts
and food flying through the cabin and left
passengers hospitalised. n the US, the
world's largest aviation market, hrbulen-
co camnsed more than 200 serions injories
between 2008 and 2124, The annunal coont
has been rising, mlﬂattmamg_

these weather-related
accidents and serious incidents requires
distinguishing botween two very diffe-
rentkinds of torbulence that aireraft rou-
tinely encounter, particnlarly inIndia.

Two Types of Turbulence
Thee first is the kind pilots can see coming.

As the Indian subcontinent heats up
through April, May and mid-June, mois-
tore-ladenair is prshed upwands into co-
oler layers. This creates towering cumu-
lonimbus clonds, or Ch clouds, which
can stretch from a fow thousand feet to
more than 50,000feet— wellabove the ce-
iling of any passengerjot.

Inside these clonds are violent up-
drafts and downdrafts, Hghtningand ha-
il. Sometimes, theclonds forma chainof
cells known to pilots as a squall line.

Ower the Chota Nagpor Platean, span-
ning Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Bihar
Benyzal and Odisha, these systems have na-
mees of their own: Nor'westers or Kal Bai-
sakhi. They typically erupt with startling
spoeed in the afternoon oreardy evening.

This is convective torbulemce. Airbor-
ne weather radar usually displays it clear-
Iy often in magenta on the coclopit screen,
giving crews time tochange course.

The second kind is more dangerous
precisely becanse it cannot be seen.

WHAT YOU CAN'T SEE...
CLEAR AIR TURBULENCE

Fast jet stream: The high-altitude air

flow shifts, disturbing the air around it

Sl
Ml

Slow jet stream: A different air
current disturbs the jet stream

High-altitude flights can encounter CAT,
which happens around jet streams and
where air is traveliing in different directions.
It can't be detected by aircraft radar

hchud:?i
= _--.L‘

gl L] |
Aircraft are built to withstand
far more punishment than

what any turbulence is
likely to produce

Clear-air mrbulence, or CAT, is gene-
rated by jet streams — fast, navrow rivers
of high-altitude wind. Sharp differences
in speed and direction between adjacent
layers create violont wind shoear

CAT occurs above 15,000 feet. It is in-
visible both to the naked eye and to the
aireraft’s onboard weather radar. There
is no clond to avoid and no signatare on

sne them to identify areas where jet-stre-
am tarbulence is likely, based on forecast
wind shear rather than anything onboard
radar can detect in real time.

True jet-stream CAT, however, is lar-
gely a midlatitude phenomenon. This
means northern India, which lies closer
to the jet stream, faces the greater risk.
Over peninsular and southern India,
muchof whatisrecorded as CAT ismore
likely to be convective turbulence can-
sod by small, fast-prowing cells thathave

not yet accnmulated enough moisture to
appear on radar: Meteorologists say this
isparticularly likely at night or when an
aireraft is flying in and out of clonds.

But India Flies Differently
‘Unlike maost other countries, India has a
particnlar reason to quarre] with the weat-
hergods.

The country's domestic passengor ba-
s has expanded rapidly in recent years,
with much of that growth coming from
first-time fiyers. Mamy do not fully vnder-
stamd what the seat belt sign means. When
it lights up, it is an instruction to fasten
the belt — not a suggestion or a formality
associated only with take-off and landing.

That gap in basic air-travel aware-
ness is becoming more dangerous as cli-
mate change increases the frequency
and intensity of tarbulence. The avia-
tion systom cannot continne leaving
passenger safoty tochanece.

Indianeeds clearer and more frequent
passenger messaging, not merely a single

line in the safety briefing. Regulators
nnmialmbegmhmmugnsmgtm‘hﬂm—
o eXposire as a foresecable

risk, rathor tham a rum of bad hick.

Impact Of Global Warming
The science behind the rising risk is well
established

Research from the University of Rea-
ding's Department of Meteorology in the
UK has identified a measurable strong-
thening of jetstream wind shearover the
Morth Atlantic. It is how more than W%
stronger than when satellite roeords be-
gan in the late 1970s.

Climate models based on that trend
project significant increases in clear-air
hﬂh]lenmmurﬂmhﬂunsuboanhmnt

months from March to May and the mon-
soon months throogh July

Becanse cockpit weather radar camnot
detect CAT, the safest habit for passengers
s to keep seat belts lonsely fastoned tho-
ughout the flight, including during cruise
— niot only when the sign is illominated

Aircraft Are Built Sturdy

Even the most ansdons passenger can take
comfirt in one fact: airoraft are built to
mﬂlmﬂfarm‘numlﬂnmntmmwhat

ject wings to loads far greater than those
produced by severe torbulence. The wings
are bent by soveral foet to prove that the
struchire has ample safoty margins. Pas-
sengers who seea wingflexing inrough air
are watching the airframe doexactly what
it was engineored —and proven —todo.
An afreraft that encountered hail and
suffered nose damage while flying from
Delhi to Srinagar in 25 landed safoly and
remained stroctorally sound despite the

ROUGH RIDES passengers were hospitalised passengers and a crew member.
after the aircraft encountered | jyarch 2024 | United Alrfines
Aug 2025 | Delta Alr Lines (Salt | turbulence enroute. {San Francisco-Singapore):
Lake City-Amsterdam): Violent Five people were injured as
turbulence forced the aircraft aircraft hit severe atmospheric
to divert to Minneapaolis, with instability over the Philippines. o
25 people, including seven July 2026 | IndiGo (Delhi-
crew members, hospitalised. Srinagar): Severe turbulence
May 2024 | Singapore Airfines left a hole in aircraft's nose;
(London-Singapore): Severe it vl Hfl CIEd,
turbulence over Myanmar killed escaped without injuries.
one passenger and injured 101 May 2027 - Splcelet (Mumbai-
others, making it one of the Darbhanga): Severe turbulence
worst turbulence incidents in injured 18 passengers. One of
recent aviation history. them died a month later.
m The cabin of the Al Phaket.Delli
fiight after it was hit by turbulence

visible damage.

In torbulence, the greatest risk is al-
most never strictural faihore. It is injury to
unsecired poople from being thrown aro-
und the cabin or strock by loose oljects.
That is the one variable passengers can
control. India's accident record makes the
distinetion stark.

Fasten Your Seat Belts
Om My 1, 2622, Spicodet flight SC5 enco-
untered severe turbulence while descen-
dingfrom Mumbai towards Darpapur: The
pilots had issued twoseat belt warnings be-
fore theaircraft washit.

Passongers whohad notbackled npwe-
1o thrown against the ceiling. One fell into
the akle, amd a ceiling panel came loosa.
Fonrteen passengers and three crow mem-
care. One of them, reportedly a first-time
flyer, dicd nearly five months later from
complications related to a spinal injury
sustainoed during the incidont.

Comtrast that with the IndiGo Delhi-

Strip away the details of any single
flight, and a dear pattern emerges — one
that India's aviation ecosystem, inchuding
airlines, regulators and passengers, has
been slow toconfront.

Torbulence is now the leading cavese of
in{light injury worldwide, and the likeli-
hood of encountering it is rising. Some of
theairspace most frequently crossed by In-
dian carriers — inchudingthe Bay of Bong-
al and the pre-monsoon skies over the con-
tral and northern plains — lies directly in
thepathof that trond. India, whicharguah-
Iy has the world's largest population of
firsttime fiyors, necds to educate its pas-
SONEeTSs More agoressively

The US Federal Aviation Administra-
tion's advice comes down toa few basic Ta-
bits: keep yourseat belt fastened whenewer
instructed, Ime:n to the crew and follow

India's expericnce over the past four
summerand monsoon seasons underdines
thenarrow but crucial difference between
the Spicedet and IndiGo cases. Both flights
encoumtered severe trbatdence, but the
ontoome was markedly boettor on the Indi-
Gofight

The messape is clear: keep your seat
belt fastenoed even when the sign isoff.

Comulonimbus turbulence appears in
ﬂmmdxpﬂasamg:mwm'nmgmﬂn

Ason the road, a fastened seat belt can
rrakie all the difference.

JOY BHATTACHARJYA

Which large river, one of the longest

in the world, does not have a single

bridge crossing its main channel
because of the considerable variation in
its width across seasons, as well as the
soft soil and frequent flooding along
either bank?

Which six-letter word, usually

remembered as having been

uttered by a famous Greek over
2,000 years ago, is, appropriateky
enough, the motto of the state of
California and appears on its seal?

Which Asian country participated
3 in the Commonwealth Games from

1554 to 1970, withdrew in 1972 in
protest over the inclusion of another
Asian country, and then rejoined in 19907

For which 1969 Shakt Samanta
4 film did Kishore Kumar first sing

playback for actor Rajesh Khanna,
marking the beginning of a series of hit
collaborations?

Only two of the original eight teams
5[0 play in the IPL have not yet won
the tournament. Name them.

Where would you be if you
6 entered either the Dhikala Zone,

the Bijrani Zone, the Dhela Zone,
or the Durga Devi Zone?

The indigenous people of South

America used to mine which

precious metal for making
omaments, an element whose name is
derived from the Spanish word for sikwer?

The word “stan”, commonly used

by Gen Z, refers to & person wha is

an avid and dedicated follower.
The word was coined by rapper Eminem
as a combination of which two words?

Underwood, Remington, Olivett,

Royal, and Smith Corena were

among the bast-known global
brands of which product, which faded into
obsolescence in the late 20th century?

CLAT is a national entrance

examination in India for people

aspiring to enter a certain
profession. if the “AT" stands for

Admission Test, what does “CL" stand for?
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DGCAissued 382 safety notices since 2023

Mew Delhi: The Directorate General of Civil Aviation issued 382
showcalse notices wairlines over safety violations between
lanuary 2024 and June 2026, the government hasinformed
Parliarment. Replying to a question inthe Rajya Sabha, Minister
of State for Civil Aviation Mudidhar Mohaol further said the DGCA
also recorded more than 2,400 significant technical defects —
2,197 indomestic flight operations and 223 ininternational
operations = from 2023 to June 2026, with Air India, Akasa Air
and IndiGo accounting for the highest numbers, s
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