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Regular evening flights demanded from Dibrugarh airport

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

DIBRUGARH, June 5:
The Dibrugarh Press Club
(DPC) recently submitted a
memorandum to Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu, Union
Minister for Civil Aviation,
through the Chief Minister
of Assam, requesting com-
mencement of regular
evening flights from Dibru-
garh airport, a release from
the DPC stated.

In the memorandum, the
Press Club expressed grati-
tude for the Civil Aviation Min-
15try's earlier mitiative n ex-
tending the airport’s runway,
a move that has significantly
bolstered the air connectivity
potential in the region. The
Press Club also thanked the
government for positively con-
sidering the long-standing
public demand to name the air-
port after cultural icon Dr Bhu-
pen Hazanka.

Highlighting Dibrugarh's
growing industrial and stra-

tegic importance in Upper
Assam and the Northeast as
a whole, the Press Club
pointed out that the absence
of scheduled evening flights
18 a major impediment to de-
velopment and mobility.
“Despite the installation of
night landing facilities in 2010
and the successful evening
landing of Jet Airways flight
9W-7079 in 2014, no regular
evening services have been
operational till date,” the
memorandum stated.

The Press Club further
noted that while the Dibru-
garh arport 1s equipped with
modern night navigation sys-
tems, these remain grossly
underutilised. The lack of
evening flights, it said, caus-
€s serious inconvenience to
business-related travellers,
patients, students, tourists,
and professionals, many of
whom are forced to halt over-
night due to a lack of onward
connections.

Terming it as a matter of

public necessity and regional
development, the Press Club
earnestly appealed for ur-
gent intervention of the gov-
ernment to ensure regular
scheduled evening flights.
“Such a step will not only
enhance connectivity but also
boost tourism, business, ed-
ucation, and healthcare ac-
cess across Upper Assam and
adjoining areas,” the Press
Club stated.

The memorandum was
signed and submitted by
Manash Jyoti Dutta (presi-
dent), Anil Kumar Poddar
(vice president), and Ripun-
joy Das (general secretary)
of the Dibrugarh Press Club.
Copies of the memorandum
were also sent to State Cab-
inet Minister Prasanta Phu-
kan, the airport director of
Dibrugarh airport, and the
district commissioner of Di-
brugarh for information and
necessary action. The sub-
mission included a copy of an
earlier memorandum dated

December 14, 2023.

Review by DC: Mean-
while, the National Centre for
Vector Disease Control of
the district here held an im-
portant meeting of the Dis-
trict Task Force on Japanese
encephalitis, dengue, malar-
13, and other vector-borne
diseases at the conference
hall of the district commis-
sioner’s office, a press re-
lease stated.

The meeting discussed
various measures to pre-
vent, control, and treat these
vector-borne diseases this
vear. The district commis-
sioner, Bikram Kairi, direct-
ed the departmental officials
to conduct an extensive
awareness campaign in the
district to prevent vector-
borne diseases, identify vul-
nerable areas and previously
affected areas, medicate pil-
lows in such areas, and take
other relevant preventive
measures. He also directed
departments like agriculture,

fisheries, railways, etc., to
identify the breeding
grounds and sources of mos-
quitoes that can spread dis-
eases and take necessary re-
medial measures.

The DC further urged
upon the Dibrugarh Munici-
pal Corporation to issue ur-
gent notices and directives to
various establishments to
prevent the breeding of mos-
quitoes. He further appealed
to the citizens to be aware
and pay attention to personal
safety to avoid Japanese en-
cephalitis and other vector-
borne diseases. He advised
them to clean stagnant wa-
ter inside and around hous-
es, offices, and other estab-
lishments immediately. He
also advised people from
overseas to contact the
health department immedi-
ately if they experience any
symptoms like fever, head-
ache, etc.

The district commissioner
said that Japanese encephali-

tis, dengue, malaria, and oth-
er vector-borne diseases can
be prevented only if the pub-
lic 18 aware and conscious and
the health and other depart-
ments concerned make con-
certed efforts in this regard.

The meeting was presid-
ed over by DC Bikram Kai-
ri. The additional district
commissioner in-charge of
the health department, Sang-
hamitra Baruah, Dibrugarh
Municipal Corporation may-
or Dr Saikat Patra, joint di-
rector of health services Dr
Trishna Bora, acting chief
health and medical officer Dr
Biswajit Baruah, represent-
atives of the departments
concerned, district nodal of-
ficers of various health de-
partment programmes, offic-
ers and staff at district and
sector levels of the National
Health Mission, as well as
staff of the National Vector
Disease Control Programme
were present at the meet-
ing, the release added.
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1GI

Airport to shut

runway for upgrades,
impacting 100 flights

:nnhlt Vaid
Mew Delhi

NCR-based IGI Airport
plans to shut *‘Runway 10/28°
from June 15 for three
months to carry out wp-
gradn:s gimed at improving
-time HOns, 8 Semior
cial said on Friday.
Accordingly, the runway
will be made instrument
landing system (ILS) “CAT
II-B' compliant, which will
allow for smoother opera-
tions during the fog season.
The advanced ILS CAT
N1-B allows for landing in as
lowr a5 50 m of visibality and
takeoffat 125 m.
At present, the airport has
four rumways.

TO HIT 100 FLIGHTS
The move will impact around
100 flights due to the three-
month period of rumeay
shutdown, starting  from
June 15,

Arcording to Delhi Inter-
nationel Airport  Limited

Chief Executive Videh Ku-
mar Jaipuriar, 43 flights are
going to be reschedulbed.

The Delfhi Intermational
Airport Limited  (DIAL)
manages and operates the
1GIAirport.

“We are planning to shut
down one runway *10/28" for
three months. The upgrade
will make the runway CAT
II-B compliant,” Faipuriar
said.

In terms of cancellations,
Jaipuriar said that 57 r-
tu:‘]:.-uﬂjghu would b:d?:n-
celled. However, the airport
operator, in collaboration
with other stakeholders, like
pirlines has ensored a bal-
anced redoction in  con-
nectivity. As per DIAL, only
those sectors face cancella-
tions, which have moltiple
connections.

“On an overall basis, these
cancellations surmount to
7.5 per cent of the Delhi air-
port's total capacity,” he
said, The IGI Airport handles
1450 aircraft movements

Prrda;_','.
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Over 7% tlights cancelled
for 3 mths at Delhi airport

DIAL CEO cites runway upgrade as reason for cancellations

DEEFAK PATEL
Para Dief, B June

Abauit 7.5 per cent daily flHights to and
fromi the Defhi airport will be cancellad
betwesn June 15 Seplember 13 a8 ome
ol s four noways isdergoes a
upgrade, Deihi Imemational Afrpor
Limited (BIAL) Chield Execiitive Olfices
(CEM Videh Kumar Jaspuriar sakd on
Fricay.

GME Group-ied IMAL operifes the
Dedhi nirporl, which & the Jangest in the
cosumiry.

“The Dielhi airport handkes 1,450 ai-
crafl movements per day. OF thess, 114
daily movements will be cancelied
during the runway upgrade,” Jaipuriar
saitl at a press conferenoe.

“The nitmmber of cancellations will be
i the ranpe ol 7-7.5 per cént, compared (o
the usual -4 per ce=nl on a normal day.
Horwever, this Hime we have coondinated
withiainlines inadvamnce and rescheduled
fhights accordingly, which will hefp
redliee amy cascading imparct,” he s,

Referming to a similar upgrade effor
earlier this year, he added, “Last time, Uhe
kackof proper reschedubing led to ciseud-
ing dismiptions when wind pattems
charged. This time, the fmpact on pas-
sengers Wil be muich bower. Since they™ve
been informed in advance, they will have
enough time o rebook or make alter-
native arrangemmenls.”

The upgrade of romway 028 will
include ingtalling an instrument landing
syilen (ILS) and make it compliant with
CATIER operations, CATII-R isa preci-
sion Banding system that allows aircrali o
land in very low visihility conditions,
snich A% de i e

It was orgimally schetiled for April-
May. However, unexpected changes in
wind pattems during that lime severely
affected (light operations, calsing delins.

s @ resull, the Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation — on April H— directed DAL to
post porie Lhe uwpgtade and résiime opser-

Tl adrport will see Mg concsl Bnions
between June 15 and Seplember 15

alions on the norway. The nmway was
munde operational again on May &, and
thir e wak delernsd to fumse 15-5ep-
temiber 15,

“The revised tmeline was agreed
upoa by all airlines,” Jai pladar said.

Follewing this, adirfines coliaborated
with IHAL po rework slot aflocations and
alilgn with the revised amrival capacity.

“The objective was to ensure opli-
mism e of available runway capacity
while maintaining ano-lime performm-
ance,” headded.

"Duiring the fop season, the armial
capacity of all nirways comies down dhie
1o safety concems, as amiving aincrafl
have by be spaced oul,” Jafpuriar sid.

“In case of westerly winds, acrivals
drop from 42 per hour to 30-during CAT
1[E-B operations. But with easterly winds,
arrivals (ll sharply frosm 42 per hour (o
just 15 Omce the upgrade i complete, this
number will go wp o 30 even with
enslerly winds, significanly improving
efficiency,” he added.

"Every hour of Ty disniptiod takes

Akasa to launch
over 100 weekly
flights from Navi
Mumbai airport

Az Arwdll start more than 100
Wity domiestic ights (o the
uprarnang Mavi hum bl te oo
Tharml Adrport {NMIAL expandicg 1o
more L o domesic and over 50
imemational weekly depariuresin
iy wmter scheduile, # sxid on Priday:

Akarsa joins Ind#Go in conlirming
its earhy comumitment fo NAMLAL

“Meradrline in Inlia will havea
larper percentags o its Oeset and
operations bassd oul of NMLA Than
Ao Alr,” said Ve Dube,
fomcler and chisf exennive officer
FCEQ) of Akasy Alr.

AAHL CEO Auam Bansal wel
come Al #8 i inaisgiral
pariner, stressing the airine’s mpid
growihamd forwand-loaking
approaciL DEIPAL PATEL

thres leouirs for ds o réfurn o normal
operalions. This becomes much worse
wilh ensterhy winds, where every hour ol
diznuption tikes six hourstorecrver. This
imprbcts ot just Delhi adrport bt also
nenrhy o

Therefore, we decided 1o upgrade
rustway 10/28 anel make il readyy to hordle
CAT OI-B flight operations,” he said.

daipuriar also acknowledged the
growing impact of chamging weather
coneditions on airporl operationm.

“We are condhbcting a stisdy as part of
or climate change mitigation plan. This
kind of erratic weather behaviour is
increasing every year. Basedd an the find-
ings, we will develop a mitigntion srraf-
ey, be sagd.
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Over 7% tlights cancelled
for 3 mths at Delhi airport

DIAL CEO cites runway upgrade as reason for cancellations

DEEFAK PATEL
Para Dief, B June

Abauit 7.5 per cent daily flHights to and
fromi the Defhi airport will be cancellad
betwesn June 15 Seplember 13 a8 ome
ol s four noways isdergoes a
upgrade, Deihi Imemational Afrpor
Limited (BIAL) Chield Execiitive Olfices
(CEM Videh Kumar Jaspuriar sakd on
Fricay.

GME Group-ied IMAL operifes the
Dedhi nirporl, which & the Jangest in the
cosumiry.

“The Dielhi airport handkes 1,450 ai-
crafl movements per day. OF thess, 114
daily movements will be cancelied
during the runway upgrade,” Jaipuriar
saitl at a press conferenoe.

“The nitmmber of cancellations will be
i the ranpe ol 7-7.5 per cént, compared (o
the usual -4 per ce=nl on a normal day.
Horwever, this Hime we have coondinated
withiainlines inadvamnce and rescheduled
fhights accordingly, which will hefp
redliee amy cascading imparct,” he s,

Referming to a similar upgrade effor
earlier this year, he added, “Last time, Uhe
kackof proper reschedubing led to ciseud-
ing dismiptions when wind pattems
charged. This time, the fmpact on pas-
sengers Wil be muich bower. Since they™ve
been informed in advance, they will have
enough time o rebook or make alter-
native arrangemmenls.”

The upgrade of romway 028 will
include ingtalling an instrument landing
syilen (ILS) and make it compliant with
CATIER operations, CATII-R isa preci-
sion Banding system that allows aircrali o
land in very low visihility conditions,
snich A% de i e

It was orgimally schetiled for April-
May. However, unexpected changes in
wind pattems during that lime severely
affected (light operations, calsing delins.

s @ resull, the Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation — on April H— directed DAL to
post porie Lhe uwpgtade and résiime opser-

Tl adrport will see Mg concsl Bnions
between June 15 and Seplember 15

alions on the norway. The nmway was
munde operational again on May &, and
thir e wak delernsd to fumse 15-5ep-
temiber 15,

“The revised tmeline was agreed
upoa by all airlines,” Jai pladar said.

Follewing this, adirfines coliaborated
with IHAL po rework slot aflocations and
alilgn with the revised amrival capacity.

“The objective was to ensure opli-
mism e of available runway capacity
while maintaining ano-lime performm-
ance,” headded.

"Duiring the fop season, the armial
capacity of all nirways comies down dhie
1o safety concems, as amiving aincrafl
have by be spaced oul,” Jafpuriar sid.

“In case of westerly winds, acrivals
drop from 42 per hour to 30-during CAT
1[E-B operations. But with easterly winds,
arrivals (ll sharply frosm 42 per hour (o
just 15 Omce the upgrade i complete, this
number will go wp o 30 even with
enslerly winds, significanly improving
efficiency,” he added.

"Every hour of Ty disniptiod takes

Akasa to launch
over 100 weekly
flights from Navi
Mumbai airport

Az Arwdll start more than 100
Wity domiestic ights (o the
uprarnang Mavi hum bl te oo
Tharml Adrport {NMIAL expandicg 1o
more L o domesic and over 50
imemational weekly depariuresin
iy wmter scheduile, # sxid on Priday:

Akarsa joins Ind#Go in conlirming
its earhy comumitment fo NAMLAL

“Meradrline in Inlia will havea
larper percentags o its Oeset and
operations bassd oul of NMLA Than
Ao Alr,” said Ve Dube,
fomcler and chisf exennive officer
FCEQ) of Akasy Alr.

AAHL CEO Auam Bansal wel
come Al #8 i inaisgiral
pariner, stressing the airine’s mpid
growihamd forwand-loaking
approaciL DEIPAL PATEL

thres leouirs for ds o réfurn o normal
operalions. This becomes much worse
wilh ensterhy winds, where every hour ol
diznuption tikes six hourstorecrver. This
imprbcts ot just Delhi adrport bt also
nenrhy o

Therefore, we decided 1o upgrade
rustway 10/28 anel make il readyy to hordle
CAT OI-B flight operations,” he said.

daipuriar also acknowledged the
growing impact of chamging weather
coneditions on airporl operationm.

“We are condhbcting a stisdy as part of
or climate change mitigation plan. This
kind of erratic weather behaviour is
increasing every year. Basedd an the find-
ings, we will develop a mitigntion srraf-
ey, be sagd.
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After Indigo, Akasa partners with Navi
Mumbai Airport for commercial flights

TDG NETWORK

ML A,

Alcasa Air on Friday an-
noaneed ifs partnership with
Adani Airport Holdings Litd
{AAHL) o commence com-
mercial flight operations
from the upcoming Navi
Mumbai International Air-
port (NMLA)

A jointstatemnent said Aka-
ga Adr will initially operale
100+ weekly domestic de-
partures, scaling up to 300«
domestic and over 50+ inter-
national departures weekly
in the winter schedule.

As part of its hroader net-
work strategy, the airline
is also sel to ramp up (o 10
parking hases by the end of

201027, with a forused inter-
national expansion into key
Middle Eastern and South-
cast Asian markets

Recently, Indigo had also
partnered with Adani Group
for vperating commercial
flight= from the newly built
MNavi Musmbai adrpoit.

Vinay Dube, Founder and
CEO, Akasa Adr said: “Our
foray into Navi Mumbai

International Airpaort is a
strategic step aligned with
Akasa Adr's long-lerm vi-
siom to build a future-ready
airline that is responsive to
the evolving needs of Indian
travellers. Noairline in India
will have a larger percentage
of ita fleet and operations
based out of NMIA than
Adcusa Ar” “Enhameed con-
nectivity from Namd Mumhai

will not anly strengthen our
netwaork in the western re-
gion but also help fuel India's
eounomic engine by improv-
ing connectivity, stimulating
regional development, and
ensuring that the benefits of
aviation-led growth reach
every corner of the country.
This move supports our com-
mitment tosupplement exist-
ing capacities, unlock new
denmind cenlres, and enable
sustainable growth,” Dube
added. “*NMIA represents
the futwre of Indian aviation,
and our presence from the
outset aligns with our vision
to serve India's emerging
demand with agility, acces-
sibility, and customer-first
innowation.
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Pilot training centre to come up
near Shivamogga airport

Centre to train 100 pilots with
25 seats for state candidates

v

NRUPATHUNGA S K
SHIVAMOGGA, DHNS

pilottraining centreisset

A:o become areality near

he Shivamogga airport

at Sogane, with the state gov-

ernmentinitiating the process

underthe ‘Invest, Developand
Operate’ model.

A global tender will soon be
floated to identify an operator,
with the centreto be leased for
20 years,

Sources at the Shivamogga

airport confirmed to DH that
the Karnataka State Industri-
al and Infrastructure Devel-
opment Corporation Limited
(KSIIDC) has formulated the
scheme. The proposed cen-
tre aims to train around 100
pilots, with 25 seats reserved
exclusively for candidates from
Karnataka.

Candidates, who have com-
pleted Class 12 with Physics
and Mathematics, will be eligi-
ble to apply. In addition, they
must clear a mandatory med-

et R ;. . 1-"
Approximately 3,500 square metres of land will be leased
to set up and run the training facility near the Shivamogga

airport. o PHOTO

ical examination. The course
is expected to cost around Rs
50 lakh,

An official from the Shiv-
amogga airport told DH that
approximately 3,500 square
metres of land will be leased to

theagencytosetupand runthe
training facility. Of this, 1,500
sqmts will be allotted near the
terminal, and the remaining
2,000 sq mtswill be outside the
terminal premises. The centre
willinclude offices, classrooms,

a library, and four to five air-
craft for hands-on training.
“We are only providing the
space; the agency must pay an-
nualrenttothegovernment for
utilising the premises. The esti-
matedrentisaround 1,200 per
square metre,” the official said.
While private pilot train-
ing academies are already
operating at the Kalaburagi
and Mysuru airports, the pro-
posed Shivamogga centre will
be unique as it is mandated to
function for a minimum of 20

years — a condition not appli-

cable to the others.

The official further stated
that KSIIDC will offer essen-
tial infrastructure support,
including fire safety services,
ambulance facilities, air traf-
fic control, and access to the
runway.
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Akasa lines up 15 daily flights
from Navi Mumbai airport

SWARA] BAGGONY &R
Murmbal, Jure &

AKASAAIRAHD AlanbAipsa
Hoddings (AAFL) have signed
an agrecmsent 10 COMMNOE
e ial ight operations
froom the upcoming Havi
Kfumbai Infernational Ainpord
[MMIAL

Theairlize will fait opers
tlons W|L"|:I‘.-I'I|;$1h.!cmr|u|u
mdlay and lny the wister scked
ule, It pxporis io move io 40
domiestle  depaitures  amnd
about B-10 infermational
dipartnes, wld Vinay Dulbe,
Emandierand CEC, Alasa Ar.

Ertwren The Mumbai air
portwhese the-abrline has dose
b 30 dojartures snd the Navi
Mumbal aitpart. it expecis o
tave 75 Al departunes

Wihile AAHL has mot pro
il 8 gle et T L e opem g
of Kkl A the operator;whichis
the second Lirgest in the o
bty (i of jussserige sor-
wheed], haudd annoumond a i
larpartmersbipwith IndiCo fo
starting  eommercial fighs
pperalons Last manith

*Thue dates are fluid. Weare
wirking with NMIA to see
bt thiosardatios e Tharndor
vniet boors {Fad we have b o
vided for the launsch of the air
e G Rate i Kl e il ol A aat,”
[EETF =T

Mo atrline in Indis will
have a larger peroentage of its
P, ot i puy S o s D] 1
of W MIA than Alass Air. This
move s prports G domimid

LAUMCH PAD

o Abasa Arwill start operations
wiith 15 light departum a day

WiHAY DUBE. FOUsDER skl CE0 &8 44 8
The information that we
have been provided for the
launch {of the airport) date i

is the end of August

muent to sapplement existing
capachties, ownlock new
demand centres, and enahle
spstainahle growth” Dube
ailded

There wil be mo immaediate
Ecreamiaiii the fisnlber of deti
nallemn that Aloas connects
presenthyafter starting oper
thoins 28 NSIA The airdiee con
et 18 destinutons, Fuchaling
e Ingemadional destinadions

Akasa will start endertak
ng bockings for flylng soand
Froen BMIA only after AL
completes all the appovals,
folbmeing which the Mying
schedite wiill be fked

Akarva did not spedfy if
there will be a difference in
coal o It 1 apetild raim
HMIA compared to the Mum
i atrpart.

W The Al walel i will
operabe oear 100
weakly domestic

lepartune

&

“There will ke a vt of per
mtusioes that will be required
before we cam st construcy
ingg elevnenis o oiss backaTice
that are required along the
chaeck-in area or to house oee
La i nalivldikinde sjiie
e ey g, s v do Inosesey
atheratrport.” Dube added

Alcasa Mradss ansoanced o
will nperate over LK weekly
domestic departuses mitlally,
scaling mp to mare cham 3040
domestic and over S0kntema
thanad de parrswiekly inthe
winter schedule

Al et ol i brosder neg
woek strstegy, thealdine salso
st £ remp up o 10 parking
hames by the endof FY27, with
afoeused isdormatiomal expan
sion fio key West Axian and
Sourth oast Aslan miarket s
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Delhi airport
to cancel
114 flights
for 3 months

HITIH EUMAR
il el
ABOUT 116 DALY Mights 1o
and from Dl Afrport will be
canoefied between June 15 and
Sicgrivmsber 15 chis ypar, as one
il #a Figallyteyy ] |||'\.|.:r|:||r1
an upgrade, Delld [nterna
vlanp Agoe EIALICEQ Y ek
Eurmus falpusriar sid oo Fridey.

GRIRG rrip-lod DAL oger
aites Cielba Alrpost, the bargest
I the doursiny. “The Delhd sir-
port haredles 1,450 akreraft
movensents per day. Ol af
thiese, 114 daily movements
will b cangilled dursng the
runway upgrade, Faiengen
will face incomvenlencein the
short temu, bat definitely
wtand 10 bensfin in the long
run,” laipudar sid during a
P COT S AT

o prart ool Bha isseciaeg, DAL
will ugelave the cwrment [LS
[instrument landing srstem),
which k& al ready out of omler
DLAL will alss make the rum
way CAT LB compliast. CAT
118 is an advanced landimg
sysiem that alloss s raft o
Landisi extiomeiylowviadhiliey
conditiens

He highlighted that this
REEAIC R ruEway creer i will
erhance wintor aperationa,
preventing  delays  during
e spaiodul log, He reas
viard thatalbschedude changes
e bern filel with the Diree
torate General of Civil iviagion
[DRGERY, e nuuring
passenger incoovenience

To preveed  cascading
delays, anew dot plar bas been
Finalised afle willipde il
of discussions with airlines,
DGOA,alrtraific contel (ATC),
aticd the Mi piwtey of Chill Avia
e, Tha b
cideswich the lowimnel sason
o v s ruptions during the
feative poviod rush

[haring the thoee-mantb
closare, arrival capacity will
ey S Ereen 4 1 Clighis
pet e o 13, Bmpacting key
sectors ke Mumial and Patna,

il il
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IGI runway work set
to hit 200 flights daily

Jasjeev Gandhiok and
Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi’s Indira Gan-
dhi International (IGI) airport
will cancel 114 flights daily and
reschedule another 86 during a
three-month runway closure
from June 15 to September 15,
airport operator Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Limited (DIAL)
announced on Friday.

The plan, developed after
detailed deliberations with air-
lines and other stakeholders,
aims to nrevent a repeat of the

widespread chaos that erupted
in April when the same runway
maintenance work was
attempted without adequate
coordination.

The airport typically handles
close to 1,450 flights daily,
meaning around 7.8% of all
flights will be cancelled on a
daily basis—marginally above
the typical 3-4% daily flight
cancellations. “So this is just
marginally above average,”
DIAL CEO Videh Kumar Jai-
puriar said. He said, “We are
better prepared now for this
exercise ™ 3P4
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200 flights will be hit daily
due to IGI runway closure

Jasjeev Gandhiok and
Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHL: Delhi's Indira Gan-
dhi International (IGI) airport
will cancel 114 flights daily and
reschedule another 86 during a
three-month runway closure
from June 15 to September 15,
airport operator Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Limited (DIAL)
announced on Friday.

The plan, developed after
detailed deliberations with air-
lines and other stakeholders,
aims to prevent a repeat of the
widespread chaos that erupted
in April when the same runway
maintenance work was
attempted without adequate
coordination.

DIAL said that while it has
rescheduled 86 flights to non-
peak hours, 114 flights (57 arriv-
als and 57 departures) will be
cancelled daily when runway
28/10 undergoes upgradation
work to make it CAT-IIIB com-
pliant for the upcoming fog sea-
son.

“We are better prepared now
for this exercise and detailed
deliberations and stakeholder
consultations were held in the
last few weeks,” DIAL chiefl
executive officer Videh Kumar
Jaipuriar said on Friday,
acknowledging that these
adjustments were not made pre-
viously, which led to the April
chaos.

The first attempt to upgrade
runway 28/10 in April had to be
aborted within four weeks after
flight schedules descended into
chaos. The airport became una-
ble to handle its daily load of
{lights, a situation made worse
due to unseasonably high spells
of easterly winds, which
reduced the hourly arrival rate
from 42 flights per hour to 32
flights per hour.

The month of May is
regarded as the peak of the
summer season, including vaca-
tion travel, followed by travel
surges in the pre-winter and
winter months that feature a
number of festivals and the
wedding season.

Impact on passengers

Delhi airport will see flight cancellations and changes in schedule

during a 3-month run

100 Impacted flig

51 have been curtailed
from peak hours

Major routes to be hit

From/to Daily
Airports slots
Ahmedabad 42
Patna 26
Guwahati 26
Bengaluru 76
Chennai 40
Kolkata 44
Mumbai n2

way closure till Sept 15
ht slots

7

Reduction Reduction '
in slots in%

& 10%
8%
8%
5%
5%
4%
5%

BNNBABNN

A —

1Gl Airport

flights to be
rescheduled

This means
114 flights to be cancelled
daily. (57 arrivals, 57 dep.)

Why is this happening?
Runway 28/10, one of the four
runways at the airport, will

undergo upgradation work to
make it CAT-1IIB compliant for

the upcoming fog season

Operations on runway 28/10
resumed on May 6, almost a
month after it shut down, fol-
lowing directions from the min-
istry of civil aviation (MoCA)
citing passenger inconvenience.
The ministry had directed that
upgradation work resume in
June with proper planning.

“For every one hour where
flights are delayed, it takes three
hours for the flight schedule to
become normal, as there is a
cascading effect on the remain-
ing schedule,” Jaipuriar
explained, highlighting why
proactive cancellations are nec-
essary this time.

The airport typically handles
close to 1,450 flights daily,

meaning around 7.8% of all
flights will be cancelled on a
daily basis—marginally above
the typical 3-4% daily flight can-
cellations. “So this is just mar-
ginally above average,” Jaipur-
iar said.

The plan involves shifting
more flights from peak hours to
non-peak hours to reduce possi-
ble impact during the closure
period. “Earlier, we were seeing
only 25-26 flights landing in
some off-peak hours,” Jaipuriar
said, explaining how better dis-
tribution of flight movements
will help manage the con-
straints.

Key domestic airlines -
IndiGo, Air India, SpiceJet and

Akasa Air - did not respond to
requests for a comment.

Officials close to the matter,
who asked not to be named,
revealed that IndiGo will be
cancelling 33 daily flights, while
Air India will have to cancel 25
flights daily.

Delhi airport operates four
runways: 27/9, 28/10, 29R/11L
and 29L/11R. Following closure
of 28/10, runway 29R/11L will
handle departures, 29L/11R will
handle all arrivals, and runway
27/9 will be hybrid, handling
both arrivals and departures.

If westerly winds prevail, the
three operational runways will
handle 42 arrivals and 42 depar-
tures each per hour. However,

in case of easterly winds—
which caused major problems
in April—they will be able to
handle 42 departures but only
32arrivals.

The period of works will
coincide with the monsoon sea-
son, when wind patterns can
vary and force the airport into
orienting operations for the
easterly winds scenario.

DIAL said flights from major
airports have not been impacted
significantly, with only a 4-8%
reduction in daily flights.

For Mumbai, arrivals will
decrease from 56 to 54; for
Kolkata, from 22 to 2L; for
Ahmedabad, from 21 to 19; for
Bengaluru, from 38 to 36; for
Chennai, from 20 to 19; and for
Patna, from 13 to 12,

“The same flights that arrive
atan airport depart back, so the
same number of departures are
also impacted,” Jaipuriar
explained.

Runway 28/10 requires clo-
sure for two key works: making
it CAT-IIIB compliant so flights
can land in very dense fog
spells, and upgrading the exist-
ing Instrument Landing System
(ILS).

“Even if it finishes by Septem-
ber 15, work will be done before
the festive season starts. Ulti-
mately, it will benefit fliers in
the fog season, when visibility
becomes extremely low,” Jai-
puriar said,

Currently, during peak fog
conditions, only 15 flights can
land every hour on the airport’s
only CAT-III B compliant run-
way. This upgrade work will
allow 30 flights to land every
hour, significantly improving
winter operations when Delhi’s
dense fog typically causes wide-
spread flight delays.

DIAL said it shared a slot
adjustment plan with airlines
on April 25, with airlines pro-
viding feedback in the first and
second weeks of May. The final-
ised slots and plan were submit-
ted to the ministry on May 22
and subsequently to the Direct-
orate General of Civil Aviation,
which evaluated and approved
the plan.
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DIAL preparing climate mitigation plan for
IGI airport as extreme weather hits flights

NEW DELHI: Delhi International Airport Limited (DIAL) is
preparing a climate change mitigation plan to address
rising extreme weather events that have disrupted flight
operations. An international consultant has been
engaged, and the plan is expected by vear-end. "We're
seeing erratic weather increase year after year,” said DIAL
CEO Videh Jaipuriar, citing a surge in easterly winds this
May. Between May 2 and June 2, Delhi saw six major
thunderstorms with wind speeds up to 96 km/hr, leading
to at least 75 flight diversions and widespread delays,
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Over 100 flights a day to be cancelled at
Delhi airport for 3-month runway upgrade

SUKALP SHARMA
MEWDELHI JUNEBG

THE UPCOMING closure of one
of the runways for upgradation
at Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA) in Delhi is set to
kick off for three months be-
tween June 15 and September
15, officials said on Friday.

Inview of the upgradation of
Runway 10/28, the airlines are go-
ingtocumulatively cut 114 flights
aday—arrivals plusdepartures —
to and from Delhi, which comes
out to acancellation ateof around
7.5% Videh Kumar Jaipunar, CEO,
Delhi International Airport
Limited { DIAL), which operates
the airport, said at a press briefing,

Onaverage, 1,450 flights op-
erate every day from the IGIA.
DIAL expects minimum disrup-
tion to thedaily operationdue to
the upgradation work.

Officials said the airport oper-
ator, airlines, and the aviation au-
thorties haveworked doselyover
the past fewweeks onslat adjust-
ment to minimise disruptions due
to the runway closure, to avoid a
repeatof the events in Aprilwhen
unexpected weather events due
to sudden changes in wind pat-
terns, coupled with the runway
closure led o scores of flights get-
ting delayed or cancelled dail y.

UPGRADING RUNWAY 10/28

The work will be carried out from June 15to Sept 15

B Runway 10/28, one of the
four runways at the IGIA, is
to be upgraded tothe CAT
3B-compliant status

B Airport will then have
three runways capable of
low-visibility operations

Accordingto Jaipuriar, unlike
in April, DIAL and theairlines are
much better prepared to handle
the situation this time.

The flight cancellationrate on
regulardays is in the range of 3-
3 5% onaverage, underlined the
DIALCED. So,a 7.5% cancellation
rate is not too high, he asserted.

Additionally, another 43
flights aday will be moved from

B DIAL had initially
attempted the runway
upgradation work in
April and May

H But the work was
stopped amid public
outery over flight delays

peak hoursto non-peak hoursto
keep congestion inchedk during
the busy hours at the airport.
Runway 10/28, one of the four
runways at the IGIA, is to be up-
graded to the CAT 3B-compliant
status, along with upgradation of
its instrument landing system
(ILS). Once it reopens, the run-
way will be fully equipped to
handle low-visibility operations

from both ends, instead of just
one end at present.

After the upgrade, theairport
will have three runways capable
of low-visibility operations,
equippingit betterfor winter fog
spells. The Delhi airport is prong
to dense fog during winter, which
can lead to major disruptions,

DIAL had initially attempted
the runway upgradation work in
April and May, and closed the
runway in April.

However,anapparentlack of
visible coordination between
DIAL and the airlines — which
did not rationalise flights to the
extent needed — led to substan-
tial delays and cancellations
across the network for days, as
per people aware of the details,

IGIA is the country's largest
and busiestairport, and any ma-
jor disruption has a cascading
impact on flight operations all
over the country.

Amid public outcry in April,
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
{MoCA) intervened and asked
DIAL to operationalise the run-
way and put offthe upgradation
works by a few weeks to let the
peak summertravel season pass.
Airlines were also directed to
work on slot adjustments toac-
commaodate the revised aircraft
arrival capacity and ensure min-
Imuim passenger inconvenience.

DIAL wants the upgradation
to be completed before the fes-
tival season, which falls between
October and December, and is
immediately followed by winter,
when fog-related disruptions
become a challenge.

To that extent, the three-
month window is likely to work
well for the airport and the air-
lines. According to Jaipuriar, every
hour of fog-related disruption
takes about three hours to clear
out during westerly runway op-
erations. However, during the
easterly runway operations, it
takes up to six hours for opera-
tions to normalise. With low-vis-
ihility operations from both ends
of Runway 10/28, westerly and
easterdy operations will be at par
interms of ime taken to opera-
tions to normalise,

Insimpleterms, westerly and
easterly runway operations refer
to the direction in which aircraft
land and take off based on the
wind direction, as planes gener-
ally take off and land against the
wind. Westerly operations are
when the wind is blowing from
west to east, and aircraft usually
land from the east and take off to-
wards the west. On the other
hand, ineasterlyoperations, wind
is blowing from eastto west, and
aircraft land from the west and
take off towards the east.
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31K JOBS: YEIDA to set up 3450-cr
electronics hub near Noida Airport

Sector-10 to host the 206-acre electronics manufacturing proj

DIPIKA KIROLA

GREATER NOIDA: The
Yamuna Expressway Indus-
trial Development Authority
(YEIDA) has initiated a sig-
nificant project o establish an
advanced electronics manufac-
turing hub in Sector 10, adja-
cent to the fortheoming Noida
International Airport. The ven-
ture, requiring an investment
surpassing $450 crore, aims Lo
revolutionise the area’s indus-
trial development by 2028,

The planned electronics
cluster, covering 206 acres,
aligns with Uttar Pradesh’s
stralegy 1o emerge as a pre-
mier electronics manufac-
turing centre. According to
offictals, the facility is expected
to create employment for more
than 31,000 individuals, com-
prising 11,000 direct and
20,000 indirect positions upon
completion.

YEIDA has begun select-
ing a consultant to manage the
sector’s infrastructure devel-
opment and implementa-
Hon. The authority considers
the sites proximity to crucial
national infrastructure net-
warks, including the Delhi-
Mumbai Industrial Corridor
and dedicated (reight routes,
as a significant advantage for
altracling investors nationally
and internationally. “This proj-
ect will not only build a robust
electronics ecosystem but also
baost employment at seale”
said a senior YEIDA official.

A 50-acre plot designated

for Havells India Lid will serve
as the primary facility. The
electrical equipment company
plans to invest T800 crore in
establishing a manufacturing
unit for fans, air conditioners,
switchgear, cables, and lighting
systerns. Havells initial phase
is scheduled for completion by
2026, providing employment to
over 1,000 people.

The Central Government's
EMC 2.0 scheme supports the
initiative with an approved
funding of 144 crore. YEIDA
will provide more than 2340
crore from its resources, total-
ling ¥484 crore in public
investment

YEIDA CEO Arun Vir
Singh highlighted the signifi-
cance of the Centre’s backing
for Uttar Pradeshs industrial
aspirations.

“With this approval, we will
now formally aE]ui the land 1o
Havells and commence devel-

opment of the entire cluster.
This will attract not only elec-
trontes marifactirers but also
component suppliers and aux-
iliary units” Singh said.

The remaining 106 acres of
industrial space will be subdi-
vided into 66 plots of varying
dimensions, including 32 plots
of 1,000 sqm, 18 plots of 2,100
sgm, 6 plots of 8,094 sqm, and
additional plots ranging from
1,760 sqgm to 32,375 sqm.

The final 39 acres are des-
ignated for essential infra-
structure, ENCOMpassi
internal roads, utilities, an
green spaces, as part of a
detailed master plan ensuring
sustainable development.

Construction of YEIDAS
Sector 10 electronics cluster
is sel to begin soon, with plot
allocations und:rway, mark-
ing a major step towands Indias
emergence as a global electron-
tes manufactiring hub.
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Over 100 flights/day to
be cancelled at IGIA for
3-mnth runway upgrade

5 LALITHA & mow Deini

STARING June 15, Delhi's In
dira Gandhi International Alr
port will undergo 8 major up-
grade, redulting In the closun:
of one of s rumways tll Sep-
tember 15. A total of 114 daily
Mights, both Incoming and out
gaing, will be cancelled during
this time. Additionally, 86 ar
rival and departing Nights will
he rescheduled daily
Briefing mediapersons
on Friday at the new
Udaan Bhavan near Ter-
minal 3, Delhl Interna
thonal Alrport Limited
CEC Videh Enmar.Jaipu-
riar said, “"Delhi airport
operales 1,400 Rights daily The
114 flights that will be cancelled
riépresents between T% and
75% of that figure, Passengers
will get inconvenienced in the
short term but deflnitely stind
to benefit in the long run.”
The timing of 43 Dights ar
riving and departing Mights
have been adjusted from peak
hours to non-peak hours
Major Impact on connectivi
tv to key metro and tier-1 cities

to and from Dalhi have besn
avoided to maintain network
stability and passenger conven
ience during the rmunway clo-
sure. The CED highlighted mi-
nor redisetlon of Incom lng
Mights from these key citles
two each from Ahmedabad,
Bengalara and Mumbal, one
each from Paina, Guwahatl
Chennad and Kollata,

The main aspect In the up
gradat jon involves making one
ol the two ends of the un
way knmown as 10728 Into

a CAT-IN compliant one
by upgrading its Instru
ment Landing System
(LS}, “ILS uses radio sig-

mals fo provide pilots with
precise lateral and vertical
guidance on how to approsch
the runway and allow Mights to
land in extreme fog conditions
We are readying the mnway be-
fore the festive season starts ™
Jaipuriar sald,

Anew Dight schedule for the
W-day period has been pre
pared In consultation with the
Ministry of Civil Aviation, air
lines, the IGCA and the Alr
Tralfic Control, he added.
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114 flights to be cancelled at IGIA for runway closure

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B MNew Delhi

elthi International Airpaort

Limited (DIAL) on Friday said

114 flights, accounting for 7.5

per cent of the total d;uﬁ- flights,
will be cancelled for three manths start-
ing from June 15 due to the closure of a
runway for upgradation works.

The Indira Gandhi International Airport
(IGIA), the country’s largest and busiest
airport, handles around 1,450 flight move-
ments daily. It has four runways — REW
09/27, BW LIR/29L, RW 11L/29R and RW
1028 — and two operational terminals —
T1 and T3. T2 is currently elosed for main-
tenance works. The upgradation works of
the runway BW 10/28, that was postponed
in May after congestion issues, will now be
carried out from June 15 to September 15
The Instrument Landing System (ILS} will

be upgraded 1o make the runway CAT 111
compliant, which will allow fight opera-
tions at low visibility conditions during the
log season. Delhi International Afrport
Limited (DIAL) CEQ Videh Kumar
Jaipuriar on Friday said BW 10/28 is not
going to be operational, effective June 15,
for three months. “.. We wanl Lo upgrade
that runway bo mitigate any isues or prob-
lerns that we were facing, especially dur-
ing the fog season. 5o for BW 10/28, there
are two upgrades that we are going to do,”
he said at a press conference here.
According to him, the average reduc-
tion in daily flights during the three-
month period will be around 7.5 per cent,
and passengers are being informed about
the changes well in advance. “So, the
(number of) flights which are going to be
cancelled are about 114, If you loak at it
from the right perspective, we have got

1,450 operations (flight movements} ina
day. Out of that, about 114 operations
(flight movements) are going to be
impacted, which is 7.5 per cent,” he said.
As per DIAL, a total of 200 flights will be
impacted — 114 will be cancelled and the
remaining 86 will be rescheduled from the
peak to non-peak hours — during the
June 15-September 15 period.

While the runway will resume opera-
Hons from Seplember 15, the completion
of the ILS upgrade will be done by
November 27, just before the start of the
fog season, Jaipuriar said.

DIAL CEO emphasised that reschedul-
ing and cancellation of flights are not going
to have a major impact, especially since
passengers are being informed in advanee.
Efforts have been made to ensure a bal-
anced approach to maintain eperational
stability and minimise disruptions during

the closure of BW 28/10, he added.

Against the backdrop of certain earlier
instances of airlines and the airport oper-
ator having differences amid congestion
woes, DIAL on Friday stressed that the slot
adjustment process was carried out
through cdose coordination among all the
stakeholders. Representatives of various
airlines were also present at the press con-
ference. Earlier, the RW 10428 upgrada-
ton was planned in April-May this year,
and was closed for ILS upgradation on
April 8. However, the closure of the run-
way, easterly winds and congestion impact-
ed flight operations.

In view of the same, the civil aviation
ministry directed resumption of operations
from RW 10728 and postponement of run-
way works from June 15 1o September 15.
The revised upgradation schedule was also
agreed o by the airlines, DIAL said.



AIRPL}H I'SAUT HC}PIT‘!’ OF lNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

PUNJAE KESARI DELHI 7OJUNE 2025

feeett gaTs 3131 2eTd Jootcl B
dicl dTelel & 114 3376l 2Gc siaft

w3 fooew, (Tom= ) ; Reeh ward o &
ofearer 2ra@ 9 AR F1 F fF TE .
AL A o T e T A BT T 1S
S # ot & o g Teri e e feeeh
ﬂFrma'mraTé sy feafe (=) % qafers
T ¥ At 3Pl 1 g Fe e 3gEl
&1 7.5 wfaem ¥ ) 8 sezeey 10/28 F AT

T 1 T4 374 15 51 |1 15 e 7%
rom ) a9 faEl 1 s srarsRt &
FHU TY FT wnxmﬂﬂﬁmﬂm i

#ﬂh@_{m]aﬂﬂﬂmm
Fererd #htet % Hram 0 %9 gvan i Rafy 5
st T2 e S B R



AIRF’L)H TSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Direc

torate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

DELHI

7

JUNE 2025

Three-Month Runway Closure At
IGI May Impact 200 Flights Daily

Upgrade To Benefit Flyers In Fog Season When Visibility Goes Down Considerably
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Air India posts operating profit in FY25;
revenue soars 147 to 361,000 crore

an encouksring sign foe the
airline. The resolts show
thar Vilaan Al transformar-
ve programme i working
amld stff competiton,”
sources added.

During F¥24, Alr India
saw a strong 23 6% per cent

I!:Ht Waid
Maw Dalti

Alded by lower fuel costs
and a surge in passenger
numbers, Tara Sons’ pro-
moted  full-service  global

alrline Alr Indla (sran- increase in murnover, reacls-
dalone) achieved an operat- ing 38812 crove In FY24
ing profit In the kst fiscal from £31,377 crore.

year (FY25) on a year-on- Addirionally, Alr Indsa re-

basls, sources told corded irs highest consolid-

eeincerling. Ly 7 AR i ated annual operating rev-
Besides, sources attrib-  FLYING HIGH. in 2024-25, Alr India carried 44 million enues of $51365 crore In
uted financial gains fromthe  passengers, registering an annual growth of 9.9 per cent surs FY24, up 24.5 per cent over
merger berween Air India FY23
and Vistara to enhanced effi- In May, Alr India CMD
clency along with higher wene declared to the board  tering an annual growth of Wilson toldd buest-
savings. f: recently held meet- 9.9 per cent nessline that the Vihaan AL
Thowgh the exact value of mg_ present, the Tam As per sources, revemue — programme had pagsed its
the npemlrl.g profit wasnot  Group-led alrline lsworking  grew by almost 14 per cent mark.
immediat known,  onwaysiooccelerateits fin- o 361,000 crore in FY25 on “The key thing left is o
sowrces revealed that EBIT-  anckal rormaround wia a  a y-o-y basia. Air India did  upgrade the legacy aircraft,
AR (earnings before bn-  transformarion programme  not respond oo businesline’s  which has been more chal-
terest, taves, depreciation,  Vihaan Al quertas. lenging than it had been ini-
amortisation  and  rent) “Hevenue in FY25 was up expected.”
“landed in the black™. REVENUE GROWTH by 14 per cent" sources As part of the transforma-
Sources told busiressline  In 2024-25 Alr India carrled  sald. “Earning an operating  thon, Alr India has placed an
thar financials for FY25 44 million passengers, regis-  profic after several vears is  order for 570 new adrcrafi.
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Akasa Air signals expansion with 100 flights from Navi Mumbai

i —1
Our Bureau
Sdumbai

Akasa Air will commenoe op-
erations at Navi Mumbai air-
port with a hundred-plus
weekly domestic departures,
it said on Friday after signing
a memorandom of under-
standing with the airpart.

The Navi Mumbai airport
15 toOpenin August
end but no date has been fi-
nualised yet.

Alasa Air will scale up its
operations to 300-phus do-
mestic and 50-plus interna-
tional departures perweekin
the winter schedule provid-
ing additional air connectiv-
ity to Mumbai metropolitan

region. The sirline has 32
daily departures from Mum-
bui and those it will continue
to maintain with no plans of
any consolidation of opera-
tions. Akasa Air will focus on
connecting tier-11 cities from
Mavi Muombai.

“No airline in India will
have a larger percentage of
its fleet and operations based

out of Navi Mumbai interna-
tdonal arport than Akasa
Air,” its Chicf Executive Of-
ficer Vijay Dube said.

Dube said the crshi
with Adami Emu?:la-j:nm N&E
Mumbai airport supports the
girline’s commitment to sup-
plement existing capacities
and unlock new demand
centres.
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Wewantto kt:t:p our planes
cost effective: ATR officials

[

Anueih Phadnis
Rohit Vaid
MumtinHees Dulh

Plane maker ATH s working
on a raft of improvements to
lower operating costs of air
craft im onder 1o sappart the
Indizn government's e
ghonal connectivity scheme.
This comes amid infla
thonary pressures that howe
pushed op the prices of air
craft gl y anid 0@ con
cerns over cost effecvensms
o the AT platform.
“Y\ewnnt to keep our plat
form as cost effective o we
can to suppart the Indiam
governmest  mission W
rovide accessible and af
?nrd.uhlc air ravel to It pop
alation. Sometimes it entails
doing incremental inmova
thom, as we have dane on the
engime, amd we are konlong ot
other aress. " said XTR's chiel
commercial officer Adexis
Vidal im an imteraction with

TARIFF THEEATS
While the US governmena’s
nariff threas pose an added
challenge to sircraft many
facturers, rising costs of Ew
materials, bour expenses
amd supply chain izmes hoe
lifted prices of commersal
aircraft Vidal sid since the
end of 2122 ATH is delivering
wircraft moduding to chose in
India with Pramr & Whimey
engines that provides 20 per
savingsin maintenance and 3
cent in fuel cosms.
e said the plne maker is
collaborating with various
suppliers on other improve
ments and added thar ATR
aircraftare themosto
Inave o reglonal ruunr:.mpﬂ
ATH entered the Indan
marker im 19, While in
ditio is its largest and msc
cessful cusmmer wath 4%
ATR 72 aircraft, airlices like
Mir Prgasus and Adr Carmival

who few these planes shur
operations. Reguonal airline
Bvbig suspended its ATH op
erarioes Im November 2513
overunpaid lessor dues.

Correethy over WATH air
craftare inoperation in indis
and the connery is che seocnd
largess market for the wer
boprap planes after Indome-
sa. (ther Indion operators
incfude Allisnce Abr (30 sir
oraft) and FL¥91 ()

The pline maker bas e
vised its fivecast and now
sees N opporenity for 300
ATH planes (up from 200 in
India im s derade. Jean. Pierre
Zercin, ATR's commerdal
b Fior s -Pracific sasd che
plane maker's earlier fore
cast considered airports with
active operatoos and acrual
trips performed. This model
has been revised o inchude
mirparts which do not have
any active operathms or
those which are wnder
COMSITUCTion.

Clerrin said discussions
e om with exisiing and new
oastomers in India for more
mircraft. The government's
Ude Desh Ky Asm Magrik
scheme has also worked 2= a
caralyst for ATR's growth
India and the plane maker
bas delfvered 27 new amcraft
o India in five years.

“Uidan is a gold smndard
of miation schemes. We are
wery impressed,” Clercin re
marked.  Companis  howe
also expressed interes in che
ATR-72 freighver as these
can be wseful in transporting
high walie and perishable
icems in remote hilly regions
of the coumtry.
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IndiGo may line up 30-50
ATR plane order in Paris

Asked for comment, an ATR

Experts flag infra limitations at mainr
airports as hurdle for ATR operations
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sémizly ol sl i K a=xiall
crmpizing il ATH T1-Bsis

DEEPAK PATEL

Aitms Tad Comnwerial
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ATR 72-600 wirboprop aircrafi
during the Paris Alr Show later
this month, people famillar with
the matter told Busimess
Standard on Friday, The
deal. if finalised with

the Franco-ltalian air-

crafi  manufacturer

ATR, could be valued
between 3450 milllon 7
and £750 million, based

on an estimated transaction
price of around $15 million per
aircrafi, they said.

Discussions between IndiGo
and ATR for a new batch of air-
craft have been ongoing since last
vear, the sources sald. “The deal
size could be Increased from 50
planes to a larger number,” a
source added.

&

&

&,

alreraft provide an outstanding
valpe proposition for India’s re-
gional mobility needs, as demon-
strated by our 25vyear
presence and dominant
market share In the
country, With unpar-
alleled fuel effidency,
versatility, and ac-
cessibility, our alrcrafi
perfectly match India’s
need for sustainable, cost-
effective regional connectivity,”
the spokesperson added.

IndiGo did not respond o
Business Standard’s request for
comment tll the time of going to
the press, Tum to Paga 3@

= Over 7% fights mncelled for
3 manths at Delhi airport P
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Amid Covid & Global Chaos, Indians’ Big Fear: Missing that Flight

Summer travel sentiment remains strong with packages for domestic and international spots pricier by up to 15%

upcoming holiday thismonth. 11's  demandduring the summer school Flight fares for Georgia, another Fares could rise up to 15", especinl-
Anumeha Chaturvedi& turiing ot tobea difMeult chales,  break, Mehea, wanting toescape emereing destination, are tipas Iy to internintbornnl destinations such
PrachiVerma June light fares for Vietnam, a the domestic summer rush inthe well and the visa will take over 10 g Georgia, Vietnarm and Sri Lanka,
destination at the topol hills, turns to Sri Lanka. But the iavs toarrive. Shesavsshe'll likely  which have tarned out tobs more
New Delhi: Kanika Mehra, a her list, are oot G0 southwest monsoon season is pick Thalland eventually, conside-  alfordable than some of the top
schonlteacher from Noida is loo \ higher than those in plaving on her mind, though the ring the easier aceess and more domestic spots over the past vear,
King up Dghts and hotels for her July, slgnalling high fares are lghter on the pocket reasanable fares. satied Taw been Bhatia, chiel marke-

[espite global uncertainties, and  tingend revenue officer sl Cleartrip
the recent splke in Covid-19casesin In 2024, Vietnam welcamed about

I'll.'llﬁ‘.lays Heat up India, u'zl.'.'lrll 591'1_|1tlmﬁnl. remaiaing a00,000 Indian lnurjjsts. ﬂfluurfu]d
strong anil holiday packages for Jump from pre-pandemie levels

Ladakh, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, ongoing summer breaks for both Indin was the top primary market
Vietnam and Thalland domaestic nnd internntionn] desti for Sri Lanka in December last vear

seeing high demand ; I S aarehs fid nationsare pr1i:JiL|:r by ulp to 16 % with 52 .!!li_ill arrivals, :ﬁ'rnrm ing for

= ;. E \ yvear-on-voear, sald trovel experts, a21.3"% share, Around 124 500
mﬁgﬂmﬁm h i : Tokyo and “Travellers had been in the walt- Inddian tonrists visited Georgia in
DESTINATIONS LIKE GEORGIA. Abu Dhabi and-watch mode last maonth follo 2024, marking n46.8% inrrease
up 110% and wing Operation Stndoor, but boo- from the previous vear
VIETNAM, AND SRI LANKA 180% VoY kings are now happening full thrott
- le" gl & trave] Industry insider Bounceback from May Low =+ 7

Bounceback from May Low

#+ From Page 1

Domestic destinations in demand are Ladakh, Himachal
Pradesh, Gon and Kerala while popular intornational ones
tnelude Bhutan, Thailand and Sei Lanka.

A three-nipht Goo getaway package for the second weok of
June for twoadults (s priced at Rs66.280, inclisive of flights,
hotel, one activity and four meals ona popular travel portal.

In comparison, a four-night-fveday paclkage for two al Ha
Long Bay in Vietnam for June 22 issubstantinlly [owerat Rs
47,932 on the some platform, That ineludes hotel peeomimo-
dation, four activifles and nine meals

On average, packapge prices are up 7-8% compored to last
summet; primarily driven by high demand. fuel prices and
dyvnamie airfare Tuctuations, Jotinder Paul Singh, CEO and

cofounderof Viacation
"For domestic travel, Ladakh, Himnchal Pro-
desh, Andaman and Ooty are among the top
picks,” he said. “Internationally, destinations like
Bali, Thailand, Maldives and Sri Lanka continoe to atiract
sipnificnnt interest from Indinn travellers,” Occupancies
are 13% higher than tast vear for StayVista while sverage ro-
om rates are Upa e, snid Amit Damand, cofounderof the ville
and bungalow rental company “There was a concern aro-
und how summer bookings will pan out following the con-
flict betweon [ndia and Pakistan, but bookings have bounced
hack from the second half of May,” he said, “ We are especial:
ly seeing higher demand in Soathern India, Uttarakhamd
and Goa.” Bhutan i seeing high interest, sald ST Nandaku-
myay, president and country head for holidays and corporate
toursat SOTC Travel

There |5 o notable surge in travel interest for Tokyo anid
Abu Dhabl this summer with the destinations seelng a 110%,
mnd 180 increase in searches, respectively, from the sameti-
me last vear, sald Santosh Kumar, country manager for In-
dia, SriLanka, Maldives and Indonesia al Booking.com

“Manali, Darjeeling. Rishilsesh and Munnarare among the
top I most searched destinations this month,” he added,
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The Indian budget carrier will also focus on
connecting tier-Il cities via the new hub

Akasa Plans 50 Departures
from Navi Mumbai: CEO

Dur Bureau

Mumbai: Akasa Alr plans to ope-
rate 5 Nights from the upeoming
Adani-backed Navi Mumbal ale
port, starting off with about 15 de-
partures which will be a combina-
thon of both demestic and interna-
tional, said Vinay [ube, its chief
executiveofficer

The Mavl Mumbal alrport |5 ox-
pected to open by the end of Au-
pust, although the exact date is
vet to be finalised, Dube clnimed
Akasa Alr woilld be the airline
with the most number of Mights
from there.

“I'msure therell be others, but 1
don't believe there'll be any other
airline in India, or in fact the
warld, that would have a larger
pereentage of their nstwork ba-
s olit ol Navl Mumbal Alrport
as compared to Akasza,” Dube
told reporters at a virtual round-
table an Friday

Arun Bangal, CEQ of Adani
Airports Holdings Limited, said
Ina press statemend, " Thelr rapld
growth and forward-looking app
roach make them an idoal part-
ner in NMIAS journey to beco
ming a key domestic and interna-
tlonal hub ™

Budget carrier Akass operates
seime T2 [lights from Mumbai dai-
1% “1n Mumibed, we have close to32
departures today and Navi Mum
bai, we expect to take that up o
about 75 toBlodd departures ns we
exit winters. Thats how signifi-

cant this ks forus,” said Dube.

The airline will continue to ma-
intain these Mights with “no plans
to consolidate operations”, Dube
said. Theearrier will also focwson
connecting therll cliles through
its Mavi Mumbai huhb,

Alkasa Air is the second airline
to slgn an agreement with Navl
Mumbaiairport, IndiGo, which
will be the lirst
o commence
flights from the
new airport,
plans to start
with ower 18
daily departu
res to 15 cities
from day one of
the alrpart's
opening and
aims to increase
operations to 79

m:::: depariures by
ol November,
prime Akasa Air will
ﬂ;m slu:t‘wl-vir_]]uwr]rtl'l
weekly domestic

m“ﬂ? departures, sca-
myhu Ling ip o more
CED, Ak than 300 domestic
Alr and 5 internatio-

nal  departures
per week in the winter schedile
The airline plans to expand to 10
parking hazes by the end of FY27,
focusing on international growth
In key Middle Eastern and Sout-
heast Asian markets

Dube s@id the airline will buave @
mix of prime slots as well as slots
spreatl across the day
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Air India, Icelandair enter
codeshare parmer%}up

NEW DELHI: Air India
and Ieelandair, on Monday
announced their codeshare
partnership, significantly boost-
ing connectivity between India
and Ieeland, while offering
seamless travel oplions across
15 routes in India and Europe,
The partnership offers seam.-
less travel experience with con-
venient connections times,
unified bagpage allowances, and
enhanced connectivity through
major European hub airports.
Under the agreement, Air
India customers will gain seam-
less access to lelandair-oper-
ated {lights to Revljavik via Air
India’s Eurapean gateways. Air
India will add its ‘Al designa-
tor code on leelandair-oper-
ated flights between Reyljavik
and London Heathrow, Lon-

don Gatwick, Frankfurt, Paris,
Amsterdam, Copenhagen,
Milan, and E.urich‘flp i
Ieelandair customers will
benefit from conmvenient con-
nections on Air India-oper-
ated !].:igh!_-i i Lu‘:'l,' Indian
cities. Ieelandair will add its
FI' designator code on Adr
India-operated flighls between
Delhi and Amsterdam, Paris,
Copenhagen, Frankfurt, Lon-
don Heathrow; and between
Mumbai and Frankfurt, London
Heathrow. MPOST
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Lastyear saw highest-ever hoax bomb
threats against Indian aviation

Most of the threats were made through social media platform ‘X"

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Hoax bomb
threats made to the Indian civil
aviation sector broke all records
in 2024 as their number rose by
more than 300 times over the
last six years. Almost 60 per
cent of these menacing mes-
sages were sent using social-
media platform X, an official
report has said.

A total of 1,019 such threats
were received last year as com-
pared to 330 such messages
made during the preced-
ing vears between 2018 and
2023. The maximum of such
messages, 687, were received
in the month of October
2024, according to the report
accessed by PTL

Ninety-six such threats
were received in June 2024,
followed by 57 in April, 51 in
MNovember, with the numbers
tapering during the rest of the
months.

The highest number of such
fraudulent threats were issued
on X (611), followed by e-mails
sent to airport operators, air-

lines and the CISF (281), verbal
(47), phone calls (45), written
{29) and text messages (six).

The threats were issued
against more than 600 domes-
tic and international flights of
multiple Indian carriers, lead-
ing to a “major” operational
and financial hit to the air-
lines, the passenger itiner-
ary and comfort and a “mega”
scrambling of the security
paraphernalia.

PTI reported in October
2024 that the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS)

under the Union civil aviation
ministry has tweaked the pro-
cedures to convene the Bomb
Threat Assessment Commit-
tee (BTAC) in the wake of
these huge numbers of mes-
sages being sent over the social
media. The BTAC is a multi-
agency platform of various
agencies that is convened once
a threat call linked to an airport
or airline is received.

Of the 1,019 threats last
year, agencies declared 86 per
cent as non-specific or hoax, 8
per cent as specific or action-

» A total of 1,019 such
threats were received
last year as compared to
330 such messages made
during the preceding
years between 2018 and
2023.

» The maximum of such
messages, 687, were
received in the month of
October 2024

able and in the remaining 6 per
cent, the BTAC was not con-
vened, the report prepared by
aviation security agencies said.

However, all such threats
made in 2024 were finally
declared hoaxes.

In all the cases, the secu-
rity paraphernalia deployed at
the airports was activated with
“limited or full-scale” anti-sab-
otage and sanitisation checks
being undertaken by security
personnel and bomb-disposal
teams along with sniffer dogs,
a senior officer said.
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Airlines profit margin never
crossed 5 per cent: IATA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B Maw Delhi

irlines are grappling with a shewed
A_'['a!w: chain globally and historical-

v, the profit margin has never
crossed 5 per cent, according 1o IATA
Chief Feonomist Marie Owens Thomsen.
Also, she expressed hope that any efforts
to address making the atrline value chain
less skewed will surely be an example for
other countries. India is one of the
worlds fastest prowing civil aviation
market

Al an interaction in the national cap-
ital this week, Thomsen said the skewed
value chain for the global airlines indus-
try 15 also a result of legacy policies.
Thomsen is the Chief Economist &
Senbor Vice President Sustainability at the
International Airport Transport
Association (IATA), a grouping of over
350 aidines. “Nobody sat down Irom the
beginning and said, I'm going 1o create
a super skewed value chain and make sure
that the aidines never

Make any money. "I don'l think any-
body had that intent. But unfortunately,
that's sort of where we've ended up. And
our industry globally has never made a
profit mirgin in excess of 5 per cenl,” she
said.

While noting that all participants in the
value chain make more money than the
airlines, she mentoned about the oligop-
olistic pricing power among the airerafl
manufacturers and the outsized markel
power of oil companies.

“_. Then downstream, you know,
nuLul:!E}' here in India, m:!':'l:u: a very price
competitive environment.. Qur cus-
tomers choose their airines primarily on
price. So the airlines are left completely
squeezed between these two with very few
watys oul,” she said.

Further, Thomsen said that if the
Indian gevernment tries to do everything
to create a less skewed value chain, an
that becomes posstble, then that would
srely be an example to follow for every
other country.
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Flight hoax calls

B NEW DELHI: The number
of hoax bomb threats
targeting Indian aviation
surged to 1,019 in 2024,
over 300 times higher
than in the preceding six
years, a report has sald.
Nearly 60 per cent of
the threats were posted
on X. October alone
saw 687 such messages,
triggering heavy security
responses. While all were
later declared hoaxes,
the disruptions caused
financlal and operational
setbacks. rm
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Fork out 35,000 or miss flight, airline
tells sisters, 9 & 17, as both are minors

Airline Insists On Cash Payment
As ‘Unaccompanied Minor Fee’

Tamaghna.Banerjes

Etimesofindia.com

Kolkata: A Kolkata-Ahmeda-
beer] flight turmed into a night
mare for two sisters, Mahira
{9y and Manyaia (17), aller air-
line ground staf domanded
Rs 5,000 in eash as an “unac-
com pan ied minor fee” for the
younger girl, warning thal
failure to pay would result in
them missing the fight. The
airline claimed the 17-vear
old didn't quilify as an aduli
a5 she hnd mod et turned 18,
The sisters were sched-
uled toboard Akasa Alrlines
Might @F 1826 to Ahmeda-
had, where their mother

awaited them. But ai the
check-in counter, the jour-
ney took adistressing turn
Twno of their cousins
both aged 31 — were flying a
separate aidine but wers
checking in around the same
timeand offered (o pay the fee
through UPL However, air-
line staff allepsdly insisted
onacash payment, sayving the
counterwasclosed andno QR
code could be generated. The
children managed to pool in
funds and pay, after which
they were allowed to board
Some alrlines in India
charge an “unaccompinied
minar fee” for children aged
betwes=n 5 and 12 for specific

with their mather Shaliné Dugar

assistance services, The poli-
v requires a parent or guard-
ian above 18 to fill in an “un-
accompanied minor form' at
check-in, with contact de
tails of the person receiving
the child st the dest ination.
In this case, the fmily
said no such documentation
was provided, and at Ahme-

dabad, therewas nolD verifi-
cation of the receiving par-
ent, further undermining
thie rat lomile behind the fee.

TOI reached ouf to Aknsa
for a response, but none was
received till the time of going
to press. “They were simply
told to pay or miss the Might,”
said the girls mod her. Shalini
Dugar “No explanation, no
breakdown of charges, and
no recelpt was glven umtil
my elder daughter insisted.™

The family sald the girls
had travelled fwm Nepal
with their cousins, stayed o
night in the West Bengal cap-
tal, and were flying home.
“Wedon't mimd payingalegit-
imate fee, but we deserve an
explanation, an apology a re-
Mund and action aga lnst those
respansible for distressing

the children,” Shalini added
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