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AAI APPROVES
UNDERPASS AT
BEGUMPET

NABINDER BOMMALA | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 5

The Airports Authority of
India (AAl) has approved a
600-metre, six-lane under-
pass beneath the Begumpet
airport runway, clearing a
key hurdle for the proposed
elevated corridor project, a
Hyderabad Metropolitan
Development Authority
official said.

The underpass forms part
of the 5.4-km elevated corri-
dor from Paradise Junc-
tion to Military Dairy
Farm Road on NH-44. The
corridor will pass through
Secunderabad, Tadbund
and Bowenpally. Under-
pass has been planned as
an elevated structure is not
feasible on or near the air-
port runway, and to avoid a
sharp turn in Tadbund.
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AAl nod for Begumpet
airport underpass plan

600-m underpass to boost corridor work after approval

NABINDER
BOMMALA | DC
HYDERABAD, APRIL 5

The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) has approved
a 600-metre, six-lane und-
erpass beneath the Begu-
mpet airport runway, clea-
ring a key hurdle for the
proposed elevated corri-
dor project, a Hyderabad
Metropolitan Developm-
ent Authority official said.

The underpass forms
part of the 5.4-km elevated
corridor from Paradise
Junction to Military Dairy
Farm Road on NH-44. The
corridor will pass through
Secunderabad. Tadbund
and Bowenpally before
terminating at Dairy
Farm Road. The under-
pass has been planned as
an elevated structure is
not feasible on or near the
airport runway, and to

e AAl approval clears key
hurdle for project

o Part of 5.4-km
» Underpass chosen as
S‘;’}ﬂﬁ’s’e’}'ﬂ;“mm elevated structure not feasible
to Dairy Farm near runway
Road. « LAND ACQUISITION: 42 acres
Route defence, 13 acres private
1.hrough «Work on acquiring required
S < land s cumrently underway
Tadbundand ~ ° «PROJECT COST: 75,106 crore;
NDB to fund 70%

avoid a sharp turn in
Tadbund.

“The major hurdle to the
proposed construction of
the elevated corridor has

been cleared as the
Airports Authority of
India (AAl) recently

granted approval,” the
HMDA official said.

Land acquisition for the
corridor involves 42 acres
of defence land and 13
acres of private land, with
work underway.

The HMDA is executing

two elevated corridors —
Paradise Junction-
Shamirpet and Paradise
Junction-Dairy Farm
Road — with the
Begumpet airport under-
pass forming part of the
latter: Together, the proj-
ects reguire 114 acres of
defence land and 78 acres
of private land.

The New Development
Bank will fund the proj-
ects. The total project cost
is 5,106 crore, of which
the bank will provide
23,574 crore (around 70 per
cent), while the state gov-
ernment will bear the
remaining 71,532 crore, as
per the preliminary proj-
ect meosal report.

A  similar wunderpass
project beneath the run-
way at Varanasi Intern-
ational Airport im Uttar
Pradesh has also received
approval.
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‘Helpairlines launch global flights from other hubs’

t

SHEMIN JOY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

With the West Asia conflict
impacting air traffic, a Par-
liamentary panel has urged
the Central government to
incentivise Indian airlines to
launch and expand widebody
services from emerging and
secondary hubs like Bengalu-
ruand Chennaito Europe and
North America within a year
and “progressively reduce”
dependence on Gulf transit.

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Transport,
Tourism and Culture said
roughly half of India’s inter-
national passenger traffic
currently transits through
Gulfhubs.

Theairspace closureinIran,
Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain,
the UAE and Israel that start-
ed on February 28 shut down
the primary air corridor link-
ing Asia, Europe, and Africa,
forcing airlines to reroute
westbound flights via the In-
dian Ocean and the Mediter-
ranean airspace.

#Roughly half of India's
international passenger
traffic currently transits
through Gulf hubs

®Airspace closure

in Iran, Irag, Kuwait,
Qatar, Bahrain, the UAE
and |Israel that started
on Feb 28 shut down
primary air corridor
linking Asia, Europe,

Parliamentary
panel proposes

eAirlines shauld launch, expand
widebody services from
emerging, secondary hubs to
Europe and N America

eDevelop comprehensive inter-
ministerial Aviation Resilience
and Diversification Framework

e(Conclude overflight, trarﬂc—
right arrangements with non-
Gulf nodes for when Gulf hubs

Africa

are compromised

This has added two to four
hours of flight time and sub-
stantially increased fuel con-
sumption, the committee,
headed by JD(U) MP Sanjay
Jha, said in itsreport tabled in
Parliament late March.

It urged the government
to develop a comprehensive
inter-ministerial Aviation Re-
silience and Diversification
Framework (ARDF) in coor-
dination with the Ministries
of Petroleum and Natural Gas,
External Affairs and Home Af-

fairs, the Airports Authority
of India, and the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation to
tackle eventualities in such a
scenario,

The frameworks should
“incentivise” Indian carriers
to launch and expand direct
wide-body services from
emerging and secondary hubs
like Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Chennai, Kolkataand Pune to
Europe and North America
within 12 months, “progres-
sively reducing dependence

on Gulf transit”,
said.

Scrutinising the Demands
for Grants (2026-27) for the
Ministry of Civil Aviation, the
report recalled that Turkish
Airlines continued operations
via Istanbul, and European
carriers Air France, Lufthan-
sa and British Airways main-
tained US-India connectivity
by entirely avoiding the Gulf
airspace, “demonstrating the
viability of non-Gulf routing”.

It also said overflight and
traffic-right arrangements
with non-Gulf nodes — Is-
tanbul, Athens, Frankfurt in
Europe; Nairobi in Africa;
and Singapore in South-East
Asia—to provide contingency
connectivity when Gulf hubs
are compromised should be
concluded.

The government has al-
readyidentified ‘safeairports’,
including Muscat, Fujairah,
Ras al Khaimah, Jeddah, Ri-
yadh and Abu Dhabi for con-
solidation and evacuation, a
model that should be institu-
tionalised, it said.

the report
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Noida airport gets aecrodrome,
security clearances to start ops

REGULATORY GO-AHEAD. DGCA green light comes after final nod from Bureau of Civil Aviation Security

—
Rahit Vald
M Dathi

After missing several com-
pletion deadlines, the Noids
Intermational Airport (NIA)
has now secured both aero
drome and security clear-
ances, moving the greenfield
airpart at fewar a step closer
to swart commercial do-
mestic operations.

On Fridsy, the airport re-
cetved Its aerodrome licence
from the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), certifving that the
facility meets regulatory re-
quirements related to opera-
tional procedures, safety svs
lems, infrastructure,
navigation aids and emer-
Eency response.

FASSENGEHR SERVICE
The developiment comes &
day after the Burean of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS)
grimted final security clear
ance for domestic passenger
operations as well as do-
mestic and  international
CITED SerViCes,

husinessline had reported
on Friday (March 5} that the

FACILITY READINESS. &l major infrastructure requdired for
operations is now complete, says NIA

alrport had secured the eru
clal security clearance from
BCAS, marking o major mile-
slope 0 s |1pl.-|-.|.1i|1|1u|
readiness,

In technical parlance, the
Thewnee confirms that the alr
port's airside infrastructure,
tight crlprmrinns procedures
and safery systems comply
with DGCA's Civil Avlation
Requirements.

Naotably, the next regulat
ory step will involve ap-
prwa] of the Acrodrome Se-
curity Programme by BCAS.

Onece this is clearsd, au-
thoritles  will  coordinate
with girline partners to plan

the formal inauguration ad
commencement of commer-
cial operations.

A major operational mile
stong  had  already been
achi¢ved in December 2024
when IndiGe conducted a
validation flght using an Air-
bus A320 to test the airport’s
approach procedures, mavig
ation aids and air traffic con-
trol systems,

KEY MILESTONE

“Receiving the serodrome li-
cence is @ key milestone in
our journey, It reflects the
strong  collaboration  with
our pariners and the rigor-

ous work undertaken to en-
sure readiness for commer-
cial operations,” Christoph
Schnellmann, Chied Execut-
{ve Officer of Nobkda Interna-
tional Airport, said.

MOBILITY SERVICES

As per NIA, all major infra-
structure required for opera-
tions I8 now complete, and
csaential conoessions have
been awarded across mohdl-
ity services, ground hand-
ling, in-fight caetng, av
arion fuel, cargo, retail, food
and beverage, and the airport
hotel,

Besides, communications
and navigation systems have
been commissioned by the
Alrports Authority of India.

Last month, Schnelimanmn
tedld hectisnetslting that the op-
erational readiness process
would imvolve finalising air-
line networks and route
plans, as well as completing
slot filing and approval pro-
cedures with the DGCA and
other stakehalders,

Once slots are approved,
airlines typically begin com-
mereinl preparations such as
opening ticker sales and ini-
tiating customer outreach

ahead of launch.

In terms of the city side,
the airport is preparing sur-
face connectivity to suppert
passengers from the first doy
of operarions.

Schnellmann had pointed
out that the mobility options
will include intercity and
long-haul bus services, air-
por taxis and cab aggregat-
ors, supparted by intelligent
traffic management sysiems
to repulate traffic flow,

Looking ahead, he sald
long-term connectivity
coubd be  strengthened
through o proposed Regiomal
Rapid Transit System link
from Ghasighad and a
planned high-speed rail cor
ridor berween Dedhi and
Varanasi, with a stop at the
alrpart,

STRATEGIC DEAL

On airline partnerships, In
diCio will be the launch car-
rier &t MIA. The airport has
also entered into o strategic
partnership with Akasa Air,
wiiich plans to operate both
domestic and international
services, while Air India Ex
press 1s set to begin flights as
well.
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Int’l arms-terror
module: 2 held

from |Gl airport
NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Police on Monday said
they have arrested two
key operatives of a
transnational arms
trafficking and terror
module. The accused
were arrested from IG1
Airport and have been
booked under the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act. DCP
(crime) Sanjeev Kumar
Yadav said the arrests
are linked to a larger
module operated by
fugitive accused
Shahbaz Ansari.
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Air India suspends flights

to Israel till May 31

JERUSALEM, April 5:
Amid the ongoing war in West
Asia, Air Incha has suspended
its flights to Israel till May 31.

An Air India executive con-
firmed to PTI that the airline
has suspended flights on the
New Delli-Tel Aviv route till
May 31.

Most of the leading airlines
have suspended their opera-
tions on the Tel Aviv route
with only Israeh carriers like
El Al, IsraAur, Arkia and Air
Haifa operating under severe
restrictions.

The suspension of fhghts has
caused major worries among
more than 40,000 Indians liv-
ing in Israel who wish to trav-
el ta India for personal or pro-
fessional reasons, or even to
escape the escalating tensions
in the region.

Indians looking to leave 1s-
rael have to go through Jordan
or Egypt by entering the two
countries through the land
CroSsings.

The Indian mission in Tel
Aviv has been assisting those
looking to travel through var-
10US means.

The embassy has also main-
tamed regular contact with the
community during the period,
opening a 24x7 emergency
line and also launching a mas-
sive registration drive.

Ambassador | P Smgh and
the embassy team on Satur-
day held virtual discussion
with Indian workers and stu-
dents across Israel to listen to
their concerns, assurmg them
of “constant support durmg the
ongoing crisis, and beyond”,
the mission said on its social
media handle.

The direct fhight service be-
tween New Delhi and Tel Aviv
was re-launched on January 1
with four weekly flights, uti-
lising the advanced Boeing 787
Dreamliner aircraft.

However, flights have been
disrupted ever since the US
and lsrael jointly attacked Iran
on February 28.

The retahation by the Islam-
ic Republic extended the war
to the entire Gulf region. The
conflict has taken a major toll
on energy supply chains, es-
pecially across the Strait of
Hormuz. — PTI
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Airbus launches tech centre in Bengaluru

m—
Dur Bureas
Bengaiury

Earnatoks Deputy Chief
Minigter DK Shivakumar and
Minister of Large and Me-
dium Scale Industries M B
Pazil on Friday launched the
Airbus  India  Technology
Centre ot Titanium Tech
Park ner Kadupodi,
Bengaluru,

Union Civil Aviation Min-
Ister Rammohan Naldu Kin-
jrapu  joined the event
virrually.

Speaking at the launch,
Paril said the centre can ac
commaodare more than 5§ 000
emplovees. He said the facil-
ity 18 the company's second-
largest digital centre and fts
third innovation centre glob-
illy.

The centre would contrib-

ute to the growth of the
aerospace, defence and in-
formation technology sec-
tors in the state.

Kamataka  contributes
nearly 60 per cent 1o Indla's
acrospace and defence sec-
tors. The State has more
than 400 aerospace and de
fence companies, he added.

Wi s Irom Businesshng anerm
Tezswini S
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Spicejet’s Gulf focus leaves it most exposed to West Asia turmoil

—

Amit Vijay Mohils
Aneesh Phaddis
Mumiba

Budget carrier  Spicelet’s
overseas nerwork, though re-
latively small, is the most
geographically concentrated
amaong Indin airlines, with
all 22 of its daily interna-
tiomal flights in March oper-
ating to CGulf destinations,
leaving the carrer propor-
tiomally the most exposed to
disruptions in West Asian
rspace.

The. schedule data from
Cirium, which is a leading
provider of comprehensive
aviarion data, tracking over
99 per cent of plobal com-
mercial flights, show the
Spicetet is the only major In-
dian carrier whose entire in-
rernational nerwork Is con-
centrated in  a  single
peoeraphic  corridor, with
Dubad, Fujairah and Sharjah
being the key destinations
after the airline suspended
operations  to  Bangkok,

Phuker and Kathmandu,

The airline has about 154
scheduled  flights o day,
meaning intermational ser-
wvices account for roughly 14
per cent of its networl; its
entire international opera-
tion is currently dependent
on the Gulf corriduor,

WIDE NETWORKS
Other Indian carriers main-
tain more diversified inter-
natbonal metworks, Cirtum
dara show IndiGo has 267 in-
ternational Hights dailv, of
which 135 are to Gulf destin
ations, while Air India has
158 international flights,
with 36 1o the Gulf

Air India Express, whose
business model is heavily fio-
cused on the reglon, has 125
international flights  daily
with about 112 serving Gulf
routes, while Akasa  Alr
schedules 21 international
flights, 17 of which are to
Gull destinations.

Aviarion analysts momit-
oring the sector sugzest that
such concentration, while ef-

SHOCK EXPOSURE. fvation analysts monitoring the sector
sugest that such concentration, while efficient in stable markets,
laaves lirtle room for fledbdity during geopaolitical crists

ficdlent In stable markers,
leaves lirtle room for Aedbil-
ity during geopolitical
shocks,

“Diversification acts as a
natural hedge in aviation,”
noted an industry analyst.
“While concentration can
drive vields in normal times,
it quickly turns imo a stra
tegic bottleneck when tested
Iy peopolitics.”

AIRSPACE DISRUPTIONS
Spicelet, however, plaved
down concerns that the situ-
ation poses a significanc
erational or financial ri
“International  operations

sccount for barely about 10
per cent of our total fAights.
The network has recenthy
been comprehensively re
seructured with a clear focus
on  high-vield domestic
routes,” a Spiceler spokes
person said,

Dubai is central to Spice-
Jer's inermatbonal strategy.
The Mumbai-Dubai  and
Delhi-Dubai routes are the
airline’s  primary  profic
drivers. These routes, along
with services connecting
Tier-2  citles  such  as
Kozhikede and Hochi to
Dubai  have  historically
maintained strong  load

factors and lave been key 1o
the airline's revival strategy.

Dubai's aviation and doaly
operations are currently fa-
cing significant disrupticns
due to the escalating West
Azl erisis. As of March 6,
2026, the situation is fAuid
with a gradual, phased re-
sumption of flights following
widespread regional airspace
closures. Flight Operations
Swatus has now moved to
partial resumption, with op
cratbons ap Dubai Intermna-
tional and Al Maktoum In-
rernational alrports partially
resumed after a near-total
shutdown eariier this week.

According 1o the airline,
demand rebounded quickly
after the reopening of air-
space in the reglon,

STRONG DEMAND

“Following the reopening of
the nirspace, demand has
been verv strong, and we
hive been operating special
flights to the UAE. Dubai and
the wider West Asia continue
to remain an important and

roshiast market for Indian car-
riers, and we remain confid-
ent about the long-term pro-
spects,” the spokesperson
added.

The airline also rejected
suggestions that recent air-
space restrictions had hurt
revenues, “There hos been
no revenue loss due to the
brief airspace closure,” the
spokesperson said.

Spicelet also pointed to
structural limits on expan
sion on the India-UAE cor-
ridor, noting that bilsteral air
sérvice  agrecments  are
already fully utilised.

“The bilateral seat entitle-
ments between Tndia and the
UAE are fully utilised”. On
‘broadbasing its international
operatbon,  the  akrline
spokesperson sakd, “Spicelet
holds trafhc rights to mul-
tiple Intermational destina-
tions. Capacity can be re-

oved  across  both
international and domestic
rowtes, if required, in line
with operational and com-
meercial considerations.™
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Hoax threat triggers
bomb scare on

Bengaluru-Delhi flight

ollowing a bomb threat re-

ported onboard, passengers

travelling from Bengaluru to
Delhi on an IndiGo flight under-
went a tense situation on Satur-
day at 7 pm. As per the officials,
the incident attracted an emer-
gency evacuation at the Kem-
pegowda International Airport,
Bengaluru. Authorities made
quick efforts to evacuate the pas-
sengers, and shortly after, they
confirmed that the threat was a
mere hoax.

As per reports, a passenger
came across a piece of tissue
paper inside the aircraft's wash-
room which triggered the alert
As per the claim in the note on

the tissue paper, it mentioned a
prospective explosive device on
board. Soon after its discovery,
crew members onboard were
alerted and they progressed to
handling the situation, deploy-
ing standard safety procedures.
Air Traffic Control authorities
were alerted by the pilot quickly,
and the process of safe deboard-
ing commenced thereafter,
Bomb disposal squads and
security agencies conducted a
detailed sweep of the aircraft and
found no suspicious objects or
prospective explosive device as
claimed in the note, after which
they confirmed the hoax. Once
declared safe to board, passen-
gers resumed their journey and
reached their destination. Au-
thorities have launched an inves-
tigation to identify persons in-
volved in crafting the fake bomb
threat at the airport. — BMB
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AirIndia
suspends flights
to Israel till
May 31

JERUSALEM, PTI: Amid the
ongoing war in West Asia,
Air India has suspended its
flights to Israel till May 31,

An Air India executive
confirmed to PTI that the
airline has suspended flights
on the New Delhi-Tel Aviv
route till May 31.

Most of the leading air-
lines have suspended their
operations on the Tel Aviv
route with only Israeli carri-
ers like El Al, IsraAir, Arkia
and Air Haifa operating un-
der severe restrictions.

The suspension of flights
has caused major worries
among more than 40,000
Indians living in Israel who
wish to travel to India for
personal or professional
reasons, or even o escape
the escalating tensions in
the region. Indians looking
to leave Israel have to go
through Jordan or Egypt by
entering the two countries
through the land crossings.

The Indian mission in Tel
Avivhasbeenassisting those
looking to travel through
VATIOUS Means,

The embassy has also
maintained regular contact
with the community during
the period, opening a 24x7
emergency line and also
launching a massive regis-
tration drive.

Ambassador J P Singh
and the embassy team on
Saturday held virtval dis-
cussion with Indian workers
and students across Israel
to listen to their concerns,
assuring them of “constant
support during the ongoing
crisis, and beyond”, the mis-
sion said on its social media
handle.
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18 daily flights at Leh
airport to hoost
tourism: Ladakh L-G

PTI1

LEH

Flights at Leh airport have increased from
eight to 18 per day to boost air connectiv-
ity ahead of the peak tourism season,
Lieutenant Governor Vinal Kumar Saxena
said on Sunday.

He said two more flights are expected
to begin operations soon, providing flexi-
bility for visitors to plan their journeys,
and invited holiday-makers to experience
Ladakh for an "unforgettable” trip.

"Ladakh is all set to welcome a larger
number of visitors than before. Pleased to
announce a major boost to air connectiv-
ity with Leh, as the tourist season begins
in Ladakh,” Saxena said.

"With our concerted efforts, the flight
operations at Leh Airport have signifi-
cantly increased from eight flights to 18
flights a day, as on April 2, connecting
major cities like Delhi, Mumbai, Srinagar
and Chandigarh. Two maore flights are
expected to begin operations soon,
thereby providing greater flexibility to
visitors to plan their journey,” the L-G took
to X.
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Crash, plane crunch

weigh on air traffic

Dipali Banka
dipalibanka@livemint.com

MUMBAI: India’s domestic air
passenger traffic growth was
already cooling from the highs of
post-pandemic revenge travel.
Last fiscal is estimated to have
been the worst since then
because of multiple setbacks-
grounded planes, frequent dis-
ruptions and heightened regula-
tory scrutiny after the country’s
worst air crash in decades.

Air passenger traffic rose L6%
between April and February,
according to ICRA Ltd's note
published last month. The rat-
ings agency estimates an up to
3% growth in fiscal year 2026
(FY28).

The number of Indians flying
grew by 59% and 56% in FY22
and FY23, respectively, accord-
ing to data from the civil aviation
regulator Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA).

This growth slowed to 16% in
FY24 and 7.6% in the following
year.

The slowdown, however, does
not represent a lack of demand.
Passenger load factor, a measure
of occupancy levels in a flight,
remained elevated at around

Domestic passenger traffic has
risen from 53.5 million in FY21
to 165.4 million in FY25. BEP

93%, ICRA said. And all airlines
have lined up aggressive expan-
sion.

The fatal Air India crash in
June 2025 triggered heightened
regulatory scrutiny and stricter
safety checks across the indus-
try. This led to lower aircraft util-
isation and operational delays.

According to ICRA, 13-15% of
the industry’'s fleet remained
grounded as of February 2026,
primarily due to engine failures
and supply chain constraints.
This has directly reduced the
number of planes in operation,
limiting capacity addition even
as demand remained robust.
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Akasa Air starts daily B'luru-Darbhanga fights

Bishnu K Jha
letters@hindustantimes.com

DARBHANGA: Boosting regional
air connectivity, Akasa Air has
launched a nmew daily direct
flight service between Bengaluru
and Darbhanga under the sum-
mer schedule effective from
April 5 to October 23, 2026.
According to Darbhanga air-
port director Dilip Kumar, the
newly introduced flight QPI1513

will depart from Bengaluru at
9.40 am and arrive in Dar-
bhanga at 12.15 pm, while the
return flight QP1514 will leave
Darbhanga at 12.50 pm and
reach Bengaluru at 3.30 pm.
Sharing operational details
for Sunday, Kumar said the air-
port recorded a total of 18 flight
movements, including nine
arrivals and nine departures. “A
total of 2,821 passengers were
handled today, with 1415 arriv-

ing and 1,406 departing,” he said.

He further informed that the
newly introduced Akasa flight
witnessed strong occupancy on
its inaugural day, with 160 pas-
sengers arriving and 164 depart-
ing on the sector.

The addition of this route is
expected to significantly
enhance connectivity between
north Bihar and southern India,
catering to both business and

migrant passengers while easing

travel for residents of the Mithila
region. Meanwhile, in a press
release, Darbhanga MP Gopal
Jee Thakur said that Darbhanga
airport was inaugurated on
November 8, 2020, under the
UDAN Scheme. and that time,
flight services between Dar-
bhanga and Bengaluru were
started by Spicelet. But, atter the
service was discontinued, people
in the region faced inconven-
ience which will ebb now.
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Court denies relief to airport stafter
booked for harassing Korean woman

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The High Court of Karna-
taka on Monday refused to
quash a First Information
Report (FIR) registered
against a  25-year-old
ground staff member
hired on a contract basis
for security checks at
Kempegowda Internation-
al Airport in Bengaluru,
on the allegation of sexual-
ly harassing a Korean wo-
man under the guise of
conducting additional se-
curity verification.

Justice M. Nagaprasan-
na passed the order while
dismissing a petition filed
by the accused Mo-
hammed Affan Ahmed, a

The accused person
allegedly subjected
her to an intrusive
and inappropriate
physical search at
the Kempegowda
International Airport

resident of Thomas Town
in Bengaluru.

Additional verification

As per the complaint, the
accused stopped the 32-
year-old victim, a busi-
nesswoman, for addition-
al verification, citing an is-
sue with the check-in
baggage and ticket, after
she had undergone immi-
gration clearance for an

international journey.

It was alleged that the
accused took her to a
men's washroom under
the pretext of further
inspection.

‘Without consent’

The accused allegedly
subjected her to an intru-
sive physical search with-
out her consent and
touched her inappro-
priately despite her objec-
tion.

The airport police had
registered the FIR under
Section 75(1)(i) (sexual ha-
rassment) of Bharatiya
Nayaya Sanhita based on
the complaint lodged by
the victim on January 19,
2026.
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Crash, plane
crunch drive
traffic pain
for airlines

i e—
dipali baoka @kversnt.com
MUMEA)

ger traflie growth was

alrendy cocling from the
highs of posi-pandemic
revenge travel. Lasi fscal s
estimated 10 have been the
waorst sinee then because of
mililple sethacks-grounded
planes, frequent dismptions
anid hedghtened regulatory
scruting after the country's
warst air crash in decades,

Alr passenger trafflc rose
L% between April and Feb-
ruary, aceording to lera Lid's
nede pubilished last monthe
The ratings agency estimales
an up o 5% growth bn fscal
veur 2026 (FY26),

T'hee prumber ol Tdaans {1y -
Iy grew by 0% and 56% in
FY22 and FY23, respectivsly,
sccording to data from the
clvil  avintion regulator
[Hrectorste General of Civil
Avlmtlon (DGO AL

Thisgrowth slowed to 16%
in FY 24 amd 7.6% in the fol-
|I.H|l.|ll;'. LT

The slowdlown, however,
does mot represent a lack of
diemand. Passenger load fac-
tar, & messure of oceupaney
levels in o Might, remolned

I malkai’s dhomeest e sl passen-

TURM TO PAGE §

Capacity curbs, disruptions weigh
on FY26 passenger traffic growth

FROM FAGE 1

elevited at around 3%, b sald.
And all airlines have Hoed up
Tl VE CX PRSI

The fatal Alr lodio erash in
June 2025 iriggered hedghtened
regulatony scrutiny and stelcter
safisty checks across the Industry.
This bed v lower alreralt uiilisa-
tiom and operational delays. The
operational melidown in Decem-
beer at India’s largest carrler,
TG, led the DGO A toewn 1%,
ol H= dadly Mights.

Another major drag has been
alreruft avalabdlity. Aecording to
Jrrd.J."rlﬁn"ﬂsﬁ|:I|.'|J:L|EL-\IJ‘_L"'\.|]L'|1
remained grownded asof Febru-
ary 20006, primarily duse o cagine
fatlures and supply chaln con-
strabngs. This has directly reduced
the numbser of plines in opers-
ton, Hmizing capacity addition
even s demand remalned motns.

International passender traffic,
a major growth drver over the
past iwo years, has taken a hic
Growth has been affected by the
closure ol Pukistand airspace wod
restricthons in West Asia almspace
due to the US-Iran war, forcing
abrlines to merowte long-haul
flighis. The war hus also drven up
fuel costs, resulting in higher
Fares and sdditional surchanges.

Indian airlines carrled 303
millien international passengers
I the Arst 10 months of FY26, o
vear-on-year increase of B.5%,
compared to a stronger 14.1%

growih in FY25,

Dowmeestic passenger traffic has
risen from 535 million in FY2Xio

165.4 milfion in FY25 EOUTTES

Dionsesthe passenger tralfle has
risen from 535 million in FY 20
1654 milllonin FY 25 Even with
o growth in FY26, wial passen-
gor traffie would Inerease to
arcaend 170,53 million,

“Whibe the stact of the year was
relatively strong, multiple dis-
ruptions—inclucing ihe Pahal-
gnm incldent n Apl, India-Pak-
Istan tenslons in May, the Adr
India crash in June, the IndiGo
crisls in December, and the West
Asla conflict in March—have
welghed on sector growih in
FY3." sakd Jainam Shah, aviation
analyst at Equines Serurities.

During the same period,
Inclian Rallways, the preferred
muode of transport for most lndi-
ans, reported a 3.5 Increase in
passengars to 7,40 milion in
FY 26,

Diespite the slowdowmn, India’s
to alrlings are planning major
expeainsdione Corrently, ligfiGo has
HHO planes, the Adr ladia Group
heas 200, Al Adr has 37, and Sqil-
cieelet has abowt 35, taking the
total fleet o BOS alreraft.

Ower the et nkne years, these
el ines enpeet 0o i mrore than
Loo0 planes. Hy 2035, IndiGo
plans to add SO0 alreraft, Al
lnidia 541, ool Akosas Alr 1RH.

Equiruss Shal sald passenger
dhemiand ks ey 1o remaln strong
encgh to 1l these new plapes.
However, it s uneertaln whether
all the alreraft on order will setu-
ally bedelivesed by 2055, and this
will necd close monitordng.

lera eapects the pviation lndus-
try to report losses of
17, 000-18,000 crove in FY26,
with anly same improvement in
FY 27 1t has also changed insout-
look for the sector 1o negative
from stable due to ongolng
uncertalnties,

However, some analysts sill
beelieve the outlook for FYZ s
stabile. “Looking ahead, the FY2T
outlook appears stable, subject (o
geopoliteal developments,” Shah
bl I noemal seeqario, ndis-
try growth is lkely to remaln in
the high single digits, driven
mare by alrerafi supply than
demand, as underlving demand
cantinues to be robus, reflecied
in healthy passenger load faciors.
Accordingly, adrlinesshould pri-
otz faster alreraft inductlons
o bridge the supply gap.”
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Wilson resigns
as Air India CEO,
on notice period

The tenure of Campbell Wilson, hired from
Scoot in May 2022, was to end in July 2027

e
orpall Bankafidivermant com
FALIAEA|

ir India chiefl executive
Camphell Wilsan has
stepped down from the helm
of lndia's second -langesiale-
i, aned |5 curvently serving
hids nogice perid, twopeople with direct
kmnwledge of the matier said.

Mint independently could not ascer-
fain when Wilson's notice ends, or
whethierthe Tata Growp has found asue-
cessariosteer the alrline. An email sent to
Alr India seelidng commen! went uiean-
swred.

The Tata CGroap had hived Wilson from
Stregapore Alrines low-cost udt Scoot in
My 202, bess tham four months after the
codeghomerate acouired the govermment-
run abrine for $I8.000 croee. Histenure
wns boend in July 2057,

Following the acquisition, the Tata
Geronap meerged Vistare, a 5149 jolnt ven-
ture between Tata Sons and Singapore
Alrlines Lid, with Alr India. Conse-
queently. Singapaare Alrlines became a
25 I shareholder In Adr Lndia, while Tata
Bons s TE5%,

However, in Wilson's third years the
alrline, things iook ataen forthe worse on
L Jume, wheen an Adr Indda fight from
Ahmedabad 1o London crashed shortly
after takeofl. This bed to hyereased scru-
tiny, Inspections and a temporary
grounding of several alrerafi, straining
ogserations.

Subsequently, India-Pakisten conflict
lead tothe elossire of Paklstan's alrspace,
hurting Indian alrlines’ international
Mighes. The war in West Asia com-
pounded challenges, driving up fuel
coats, extending light durstions. and Hin-
Itingviable roues.

Four vears into its turnaround under
thee Toatan Tk, Abr Brvclia's SO0 o ade-
craft retrofil programme Is two years
i schiedube, Wilson told Mint ear-
ler. Thie delay lus slowesd Aeet upgrades
and intemational expansion, though the
alrline says costs remain on track amd
most dlesigns are finalized.

In FY'25, Alr Inalia's standabone reve-
mue rose 3% o PEL0S0 crore. Under
Wikson, It cut losses bo $3.976 crone from
15041 crore a vear earler. Adr India’s
standalone borrowings (excluding lease
labilithesh stowd at T20,7E3 crore, down
over B% from 132,465 crore in FY2 4
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Air India suspends Israel flights till
May 31 amid war; Indians stranded

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Amid the ongoing war in
West Asia, Air India has sus-
pended all its flights to Israel.
An Air India official said that
the flights on the New Delhi-
Tel Aviv route were suspend-
ed till May 31. Over 40,000
Indians in Israel face chal-
lenges due to suspended
flights, forcing many to travel
via Jordan or Egypt.
Meanwhile, the Indian
Embassy in Tel Aviv has
stepped up support, main-
taining constant contact with
the community, opening a
24x7 emergency helpline, and
launching a large-scale regis-
tration drive. Ambassador |P
Singh and his team recently

held a virtual meeting with
Indian workers and students,
listening to their concerns
and assuring them of contin-
uous assistance during the
crisis and beyond.

Air India and Air India
Express together are operat-
ing scheduled and non-sched-
uled flights, to and from the
West Asia region regularly to
specific destinations.Most of

the leading airlines have sus-
pended their operations on
the Tel Aviv route with only
Israeli carriers like El Al IsraAir,
Arkia and Air Haifa operating
under severe restrictions.The
direct flight service between
New Delhi and Tel Aviv was re-
launched on January 1 with
four weekly fights, utilising
the advanced Boeing 787
Dreamliner aircraft.

However, flights have been
disrupted ever since the US
and Israel jointly attacked
Iran on February 28.

The retaliation by the
Islamic Republic extended
the war to the entire Gulf
region. The conflict has taken
amajor toll on energy supply
chains, especially across the
Strait of Hormuz.
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Air connectivity
boost for Leh
with 18 flights a

day to enhance
tourist footfall

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Jarmmu, 5 April

With the onset of the tourist
season, air connectivity to
Ladakh has received a major
boost as daily flight operations
at Leh's Kushok Bakula
Rimpoche Airport have
increased sharply from eight
to18 flights from 1 April.

These operations include
two chartered flights to Delhi
and Chandigarh, along with
regular scheduled services
connecting Leh with major
destinations such as Delhi,
Mumbai, Srinagar, and
Chandigarh.

Lt. Governor VK Saxena
on Sunday welcomed the
increase in flight frequency
and reiterated the admin-
istration’s commitment to
strengthening infrastruciure
and connectivity in Ladakh.
“Ladakhis all set to welcome
a larger number of visitors
than before,” the LG wrote
onX.

The LG highlighted that
the new terminal building at
Kushok Bakula Rimpochee
Airport, which is nearing
completion, will significantly
enhance passenger handling
capacity and provide a modern
travel experience, thereby
boosting tourist footfall in
the region.

Reaffirming his vision, the
LG stated that continuous
efforts are being made to
position Ladakh as one of
the best tourist destinations
in the country, with a focus
on sustainable and well- planned
development
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B'luru-Delhi
flight gets hoax
bomb threat,
sparks panic

Times News NeTwork

Bengaluru: Panic gripped
183 passengers, crew mem-
bers, and airport authorities
at Kempegowda Internatio-
nal Airport Saturday evening
after a bomb threat was repor-
ted on a Bengaluru-Delhi
flight. The threat was later de-
clared a hoax,

IndiGo flight 6E-870 had
completed boarding and was
about to depart when the inci-
dentoccurred.

Around 7.50pm, a passeng-
er seated in 26D found the
word “bomb” written on a tis-
suein the lavatory and alerted
the cabin crew. The flight was
halted immediately, and emer-
gency protocols were trigge-
red. The Bomb Threat Assess-
ment Committee (BTAC) was
activated, and all passengers
were evacuated. Security te-
ams conducted a thorough se-
arch according to the stan-
dard operating procedures.

After detailed checks, offi-
cials confirmed there was no
threat. The flight was delayed
by nearly two hours before de-
parting. Police suspect mi-
schief by a passenger and ha-
ve launched an investigation.
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Air India CEO resigns
amid mounting losses

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

ir India CEO Camp-
bell Wilson has re-
slgned amid mounting
losses and a slower-than-ex-
pected turnarcound of
the airline the Tata
Group took back in its
fold over four years
ago. Wilson, whose re-
signation was accepted
by theairline boardlast
week, will stay till a succes-
sor is found and is serving
his notice period. And that is
likely to happen once the fi-
nal report into last June's AT
171 Ahmedabad crash is out.
Wilson had joined Al in
July 2022 for a five-yvear term.
The Tata Group had started
looking for his successor a

few months back. Al was not
in the best of health after re-
maining a PSU since its na-
tionalisation in 1953 till 2022,
whenitwasfinallysoldtothe
Tatas, along with AlExpress,
While supply chain dis-
ruptions caused by
Covid led to older
| planes” makeovers
T getting delayed along
' | with induction of
| newer ones, airspace
restrictions  meant
longer routes and mounting
expenses, Last month, Indi-
Go CEO Pieter Embers had
also resigned. IndiGo has
named his successor, who is
expected to join by Aug.
AirIndia, wherethe hunt
foranew CEO beganlongbe-
fore that at IndiGo, still
awaits its new Maharaja.
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Halwara-Delhi flight

timings revised

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

LUDHIAN A, APRIL B
Air India has updated the
flight schedule for its upeom-
ing daily services between
Delhi (IGI Airport) and Hal-
wara Airport (Ludhiana). The
move reportedly comes fol-
lowing demand and feed-
back by Ludhiana residents,
Union Minister of State
Ravneet Singh Bittu
announced the revised tim-
ingson social media, The new
sch edule would become effec-
tove from May 15, with bwo dai-
Iy nonestop flights operating
in each direction using Airbus

A320 aireraft. The approxi
mate flight duration would be
around 1 hour 15 minutes,

The Delhi-Halwara flight
(AT 481) will take off from
Delhi at 8.30 am and reach
Halwara at 945 am daily,
while another flight (AT 483)
will take off from Delhi at
12.55 pm and land at Hal-
wara at 2. 10 pm daily.

The Halwara-Delhi flight
(AT 482) will take off from
Halwara at 1025 am and
reach Delhi at 11.40 am dai-
v, while another flight (Al
484) will take off from Hal-
wara at 240 pm and land at
Delhi at 3.55 pm daily,
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Delhi-Shimla-D'salaflight: Govt
signs pactwith Alliance Air

SHIMLA, APRIL 6

Himachal Pradesh has signed a memorandum of unde standing
(Mol with Alliance Air Ltd to opermste daily scheduled flights on the
Delhi<shimla and Shimla-Dharamsala routes, aiming tosignificantly
enhance regional connectivity and tourism. Director of Tourism and
Civil Awviation Wivek Bhatia said the initistive would establish a direct
aircorridor linking the national capital with the state capital. Tvs



	DC-HYD-6 APR.JPG
	DC-HYD-6 APR-A.JPG
	DH-BAN-6 APR.JPG
	BL DL 7APR2026.JPG
	HT-ND-7 APR.JPG
	SB-LUC-6 APR.JPG
	AT-GUA-6 APR.JPG
	BL DL 7APR2026.JPG
	BL DL 7APR2026A.JPG
	BM-BAN-6 APR.JPG
	DB-JAI-6 APR.JPG
	DH-BAN-6 APR.JPG
	DJ DL 07APR2026.JPG
	DJ-KAN-6 APR.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-6 APR.JPG
	HT DL 07APR2026.JPG
	HT DL 07APR2026A.JPG
	HT-ND-7 APR.JPG
	HT-PAT-6 APR.JPG
	HU-ND-7 APR.JPG
	MINT DL 7APR2026.jpg
	MINT DL 7APR2026A.JPG
	PIO-ND-7 APR.JPG
	ST-KOL-6 APR.JPG
	TOI-BAN-6 APR.JPG
	TOI-ND-7 APR.JPG
	TRI DL 07APR2026.JPG
	TRI DL 07APR2026A.JPG

