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Stage set for Shillong
airport expansion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SHILLONG, April 5: Air
connectivity between
Shillong and the rest of the
world is set to improve
soon with the Airports Au-
thority of India (AAI) issu-
ing a tender notice for work
related to expansion of the
Shillong airport.

The scope of the expansion
includes a 571-metre exten-
sion of the existing runway,
thereby, bringing the total
length to 2,400 metres. This
will also facilitate the opera-
tion of A-320 aircraft from the
Shillong airport.

Moreover, the terminal
building and apron will be ex-
panded along with other in-
frastructure development
works. The total cost of the
project for which the tender
was 1ssued, stands at Rs
119.44 crore.

The project was entrust-
ed to the successful idder
with a completion timeline of
18 months. However, a
three-month window may be
provided due to delay of work

during the monsoon.

The AAI had submitted
the draft master plan for ex-
pansion of the airport in Au-
gust 2024. The process for
acquisition of additional 22
acres for the project 1s al-
ready under way.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Conrad Sangma said: “The is-
sue of the tender for Shillong
airport’s expansion 1s the re-
sult of pur consistent efforts
over the past several years.”

Termung it as a “moment
of great satisfaction and opti-
mism for Meghalaya,” Sang-
ma added that the expansion
would enable improved air
connectivity and boost devel-
opment of the State.

“It 18 not just about conve-
nmience. It 1s about transform-
ing lives, boosting tourism,
attracting investment, and
creating opportunities for our
youth. Once completed, this
project, along with our ef-
forts to enhance connectivi-
ty and tourism activities in
the State, will be a game
changer for the people of
Meghalaya,” Sangma said.
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Nizam-era airports set to
stage aroyal comeback

FLY PAST. Adilabad airfield in Telangana (file image) snarea. sk

G Naga Sridhar

boost with the phoenix-like rise of two pre-Independ-
ence era airports at Warangal and Adilabad, leaving
the State with three operational airports.

In Warangal, the 94-year-old Mamnoor airport with two
small runways, constructed by the seventh Nizam of Hydera-
bad, has remained dormant for nearly four decades. Soon
there will be steel birds hovering above it, and its campus will
be abuzz with brisk passenger activity.

After the Centre approved a proposal for the creation of
Warangal airport at the Mamnoor airstrip in February this
year, the State government is hurrying to complete the work
within the next few years, according to official sources.

The Aviation Ministry instructed the State government to
hand over 253 acres to the Airports Authority of India (AAI)
for the airport’s development.

The project faced its share of legal hurdles, however, since
one of the riders for the development of GMR Hyderabad In-
ternational Airport at Shamshabad is the bar on the construc-
tion of any other civil or commercial airport within a 150-km
radius.

After prolonged discussions, Hyderabad International Air-
port Limited (HIAL) agreed to give a ‘no-objection certific-
ate’ for the Warangal airport project.

The Adilabad airfield, too, was built by the seventh Nizam
of Hyderabad. The Defence Ministry has accorded in-prin-
ciple approval for the resumption of civil aviation operations
at the airfield.

The State government, meanwhile, plans to set up more
airports in Telangana; on its request, the AAT has conducted
pre-feasibility studies at Jakrampally in Nizamabad, Bhad-
radri (Kotha.gudem) and Anthargaon (Peddapalli).

The air traffic — both passenger and cargo — handled by
GMR Hyderabad International Airport has grown signific-
antly busier in recent times.

In calendar year 2024, it handled 1,80,914 tonnes of cargo,
up by 22 per cent from a year ago. This was driven by a 36 per
cent surge in international cargo to 1,08,520 tonnes, and a 5
per cent growth in domestic cargo to 72,395 tonnes.

Apart from its dominant position in handling the country’s
high-value pharma cargo, Hyderabad airport has witnessed a
strong growth in the movement of electrical and electronic
items, as also engineering goods in the past year.

The addition of new airports and infrastructure is expec-
ted to leverage and boost this growth in business.

T elangana’s civil aviation sector is soon set for a major
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AERA unlikely to allow
Mumbai international
airport’slegal cost claim

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 6 April

The Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority (AERA)
is unlikely to allow legal
expenses to be included under
“operating costs” while calcu-
lating aeronautical tariffs for
Mumbai International Airport
Limited (MIAL) during the
fourth control period, which
runs until FY29, sources told
Business Standard.

Once aeronautical tariffs —
such as landing
charges, park-
ing charges,
and user devel-

MIAL has requested
AERA to include
legal expenses

trol period (FY20-FY24) were
%90.5 crore. The document
further projects that legal
expenses will almost double to
%167.5 crore in the fourth con-
trol period (FY25 - FY29).

A meeting was organised
by AERA last month to discuss
MIAL's tariff proposal. During
this meeting, an MIAL execu-
tive argued that there is no
clause in the existing agree-
ments — signed with govern-
ment entities — thatdisallows
legal expenses.

The oper-
ator pointed
out that such
costs had been

opment fee . allowed by

RO opErtaeegy  under operating AERA in the

costs as this : .

by AERA, the . tariff determi-
: would result in -

airportoperator nations of the

higher tariffs

is permitted to
collect them
from the aviation sector stake-
holders such as airlines and
passengers.

Adani Group-led MIAL,
which operates the Mumbai
airport, has requested AERA
to include legal expenses
under operating costs, as this
would result in higher tariffs
being approved by the regu-
lator, they said.

However, AERA believes
that including legal expenses
could lead to a duplication of
costs—since the privatised
airport already maintains an
internal legal team. Such
expenses should be rational-
ised rather than passed on
through higher tariffs,
sources said.

According to MIAL’s doc-
ument submitted to AERA, its
legal expenses in the third con-

previous three
control periods.

According to MIAL, legal
expenses are a routine part of
airport operations, arising
from matters such as height
restrictions, land disputes,
slum rehabilitation, and issues
related to aeronautical charges
and payments to the Airports
Authority of India (AAI).

The operator noted that
AERA had allowed similar
legal costs in tariff orders for
six AAI airports that were pri-
vatised following concession
agreements signed in Febru-
ary 2020. These orders were
issued between 2021 and 2023.

The MIAL executive then
requested the regulator to
maintain consistency with its
past practice and allow legal
expenses to be included under
“operating costs” in the cur-
rent control period as well.
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AAI team to ViSIt sites
identified for second
airport in Bengaluru

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A multi-disciplinary team
from the Airports Authori-
ty of India (AAI) will be vis-
iting Karnataka on Monday
to hold discussions with
State government officials
and also inspect the three
locations which have been
identified for Bengaluru’s
second international
greenfield airport.

The government has al-
ready identified three loca-
tions for the proposed air-
port, of which two are on
Kanakapura Road and one
on the Nelamangala-Kuni-
gal Road. Sources said that
the AAI would hold discus-
sions with State govern-
ment officials, and the Kar-
nataka State Industrial and
Infrastructure  Develop-
ment Corporation (KSIIDC)
would be making a presen-
tation on technical details
of the proposed airport be-
fore the delegation.

Documents such as re-
venue map of these sites,
weather reports of the last
10 years, detailed images
of the sites’ geographic fea-
tures, maps from the Sur-
vey of India, and other op-
erational details would be
presented before the AAI
officials.

This will be followed by
a visit to the three shortlist-
ed locations during which
the AAI team is expected to
inspect the sites and de-
cide whether they are suit-
able for the development
of a greenfield airport.
“The team’s visit is sche-
duled between April 7 and
9. During the visit to the
sites, they would be look-
ing into various technical

Documents such as
revenue maps and
weather reports of
the sites will be

presented to officials.

aspects like weather, ter-
rain, connectivity etc.,” the
sources said.

They added that after
the AAI team submitted its
report on the three sites,
the State government
would conduct a feasibility
report and finalise the lo-
cation. The KSIIDC had al-
ready paid a fee of 1.21
crore to the AAI for this
purpose,

“The proposed airport
has to have flat land which
is the foremost require-
ment and there should be
no mountains in the ap-
proach area. Another as-
pect is weather as there
cannot an airport with
consistently bad weather.
There should not be too
many waterbodies around
the airport. There should
be good surface connectiv-
ity, not just roads but also
rail,” said an aviation exp-
ert on the key
requirements.

The second airport for
Bengaluru can only be-
come operational after
May 2033, due to an agree-
ment between Bangalore
International Airport Ltd.,
which is the operator of
the Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport (KIA), and
the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion. As per the agreement,
no airport can operate
within an aerial distance of
150 km of KIA before its
25th anniversary which
falls in May 2033.
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Airports Authority ofIndia
celebrates 30th Annual Day

TheAirports Authority of India
celebrated its 30th Annual Day
on 1 April, with great enthusiasm
and grandeur at Bharat Man-
dapam, New Delhi, marking
three decades of excellence
in serving as the mainstay of
Indian Civil Aviation.

The event was graced by
Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu,
Union Minister of Civil Aviation
(HMCA), as the Chief Guest,
aJnngmleunﬂunman.gVua]—
nam, Secretary, MoCA as the
Guestof Honour, Vipin Kumar,
chairman, AAl board members
of AATand other senior officials.
The celebrations began with

a warm welcome by Vipin
Kumar, chairman, AAL high-
lighting the organisation's
achievements and commit-
ment to India'saviation growth
aligning with the vision of
*Viksit Bharat 2047".

Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu, HMCA, praised AAl's
pivotal role in nation-building
and highlighted AAl's capex
planof 25,000 crore for FY2024-
29 to meet rising aviation
demand and announced the
development of 50 newairports
inthe next five years, strength-
ening India's global aviation
standing.
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Adilabad airport
approved forcivil
operations

The Ministry of Defence has
approved plans to develop
the Indian Air Force (IAF) air-
field in Adilabad in North
Telangana as a full-fledged
rraining establishment while
alkowing civil aireraft operations
aswell This follows the recent
go-ahead given to the Mam-
noar airport project inWaran-
gal. The projects will provide
amuch-needed boostio Telan-
fana’s aviation infrastructure
sinceapart from Hyderabad,
noe of the cities in the state
are currently connected by
alr. However, Union Minister
for Coal and Mines G Kishan
Reddy blamed the Telangana
povernment for failing to sup-
port the initative taken by
the BJP leaders. He urged the
state government 1o acquire
the required land for the devel-
opment of theairports at Adi-
labad and Warangal swiftly,
Union Minister of Defence
Rajnath Singh wrote a letier
to Reddy informing him that
“the Indian Alr Force airfield
in Adilabad is envisaged as a
training establishment, tobe
developed by Indian Air Force
infunure. Ministry of Defence
s ready o develop the existing
Indian Air Force airfield of
Adilabadasa Joint User Alrfiedd
and to provide necessary assis-
tance in this mater.”

Describing it as a long-
standing dream of the people
ofAdilabad, whichwas about
10 become a reality, Reddy
sald thedevelopment of Adi-
labad and Warangal airports
"would significantly improve
alr connectivity in the stae
and contribute towards eco-
nomic growth, employment
opportunities and overall
development.” He further
added: " Under the Regional
Connectivity Scheme (UDAN),
60 put of 620 routes areoper-
ational ro Hyderahad, These
new airporns will provide more
UDAN routes, allowing the
middle-class affordable air
ravel. While blaming the staie
government for ignoring the
project despite several
reminders, the: Union Miniswer
urged them to swiftly acquire
the land required for the
alrporn projects at Warangal
and Adilabad.
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Delhi airport booth

| NEW DELHI: A st
polles booth equlpped
with real-time Mght
Information, & FIR fillng,
emergency helplines and
e survelllance was in-
mugurated at Terminal 3
of Deilhi’s Toalirn Gandhil
Internatlonal Alrport on
Saturday. The factilty will
enahle quick responss
0Ny security incident
aF complatnt withont
requiring the passengers
0 VSl & poliee SHeon. Fr
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‘Bringing air taxis to India key goal towards Viksit Bharat’

NEW DELHI, April 5:
Aerospace startup Sarla Avi-
ation, which recently un-
veiled the country’s first fly-
ing taxi prototype called
‘Shunya’ earher this year, is
aimming to soon start com-
mercial operations.

Adrian, co-founder and
CEO of Sarla Aviation, said
that bringing air taxis to In-
dia 1s one of their important
goals under the “Viksit Bhar-

at’ imitiative,

“Incha needs a better trans-
port system. This 18 where
the idea of air taxis comes into
the picture. It can be expect-
ed to become an important
part of public transport in the
future,” said Adrian.

Adrian further stated
that it is necessary to bring
air taxis to India so that
problems like traffic jams
can be elimmated.

Aiar taxis can be used to
commute toplaces like schools,
malls, hospitals and mrports.
He described air taxis as a
smarter, more econonucal and
convenient mode of transport
than traditional vehicles.

Sarla Aviation has so far
raised $12 million in funding
from various venture capital
firms and angel investors.
The company plans to rmse
additional investments i the

future to expand its footprint.
Indian investors have
played a vital role in the suc-

cess of Sarla Aviation and
Adrian 1s extremely happy
about this.

He said, “Most of our -
vestors are Indians, and we are
proud to be backed by some of
the brightest minds who have
built some of the best compa-
mes in this country.”

Sarla Aviation 1s develop-
ing India’s most sophisticat-
ed electric vertical take-off
and landing (eVTOL) air-
craft. The development high-
hghts India's growing aspira-
tion for sustainable urban air

mobility and underscores the
umportance of synergies in
driving innovation.

Focused on developing
eVTOL aircraft, Sarla Avia-
tion anmns to transform urban
mobility with faster, cleaner,
and more efficient transpor-
tation solutions. The compa-
ny plans tomtiate test flights
and develop additional pro-
totypes, with a market launch
targeted for 2028, — IANS
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