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Airlines Flash SOS Signal as Costs Zoom

W Asia crisis-hit carriers seek cushion against jet fuel surge, airport fee relief

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Civil avintion mind
stor Ham Mohan Naldu Fridey
met with airline executives, with
the latter raising the alarm that
any prolonging of the conflict in
West Asin would soverely den b ope-
rations as Indinn carriers ares hon
vily exposad to the region.
Alrlines are demanding govern
ment support against any spike in
the price of jet fuel, which typical
Iy accounts for 16-25% of operating

eost Jet fuel prices at Singnpore

rocketed 72%, scaling a record

£535 44 a harrel on Wednesday on

worriesabout fufure supplies
Analystsat Citl sald in o note that
they expect benchmark Brent cro
de to trode betwe-

— en $80 nand $90 @
Centrehasa't  barrel this week if
considered the conflict conti-
sy financial N,

incentives for Adrline  oxecutl-
the aviation ves also pressed
industry yet tor rat lunalisation

m airport fees,
amd rouie navigation charges thai
are imposed by the Airports Aut.
harity of India (AAD during their
meeting with the minister, snid pe

ople aware of the development,

A senior government official sa
il fos* o, the Contre hasn't consl
dered any Minancial incentives lor
the avistion Industry though [t 1s
avaluating ways to resolve any re-
pulatory bottlenecks faced by Indi-
nn carriers operating to West Asin
"Financial incentive is o cdll
which has to b taken by varlous
nrmsaf the government,” sald the
official “In the meantime, we are
looking at giving expeditious per-
mission so that airlines can canti
nue operating to West Asia.”

Relaxing Pilot Duty Rules »» 11

Relaxing Pilot Duty Rules

»» From Page 1

The official mentioned exten-
ding watch hours at western air-
ports, and allowing exemption
from pilot duty hour rules on cer-
tain routes that have since beco-
me extended duetothe need toby-
pass the conflict-affected region.
Costs have already soared for Air
India with the Tata-owned carri-
er forced to take longer routes for
services to Europe and North
America, inflating fuel expenses.
IndiGo, which had leased six wi-
de-body aircraft to launch flights
to Europe, is unable to use them
as Norse Atlantic, the owner of
the planes, is bound by European
aviation regulator EASAS rules
which prohibits it from flying
over West Asia airspace.

Notably, West Asia is the sole re-

maining transit hub for Indian
carriers flying between Europe
and Asia as thev aren'tallowed to
use Pakistan airspace since last
vear's Operation Sindoor,

Simultaneously, insurance
companies have started raising
premiums for hull war risk insu-
rance coverage. There has been
an increase of #3040 lakh for a
narrow-body flight and 0
lakh-#1 crore for a wide-body
flight on routes such as Delhi-Du-
bai-Delhi.

Meanwhile, Air India is pus-
hing the Centre to allow using a
route over China to circumvent
the Pakistan airspace. However,
such a move requires approval
from the ministries of home and
defence before the government
can formally engage with China.

EVACUATION OPS

Airlines have started very limi-
ted operations to West Asia, ma-
inly to evacuate thousands of
Indiannationals stranded in the
region.

Airline executives however la-
ment that such flights are unvi-
able due to the unreliability of
operations at hub airports like
Dubai, Doha, and Rivadh while
the aireraft lies virtually emp-
ty on itslegto West Asia.

Domestic airlines cancelled
278 international Qights for the
day and scheduled 96 Hights ta
and from West Asia on Friday,
the government said. “While
the airports are allowing limi-
ted flights, it depends on exten-
sive safety risk assessment befo-
re each flight, which delays tur-
naround times."” said an airline

executive. *So, the utilisation of
the plane is also decreasing, ma-
king the flight guite unviable.
We have to see how long West
Asia operations can be sustai-
ned if thesituation persists.”

Shares of InterGlobe Aviation,
the operator of IndiGo, fell for
the fourth straight day on Fri-
day in line with the broader
benchmark Sensex, as analysts
cautioned that the risk of the
conflict can be disproportionate
on Indian carriers. “The con-
fliet will likely have a more pro-
nounced effect on Indian-head-
guartered carriers, given their
higher capacity and number of
routes to West Asia,” wrote ana-
Ivsts at S&B “'We believe carri-
ers with a higher proportion of
international routes will be
mostaffected.”
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Noida airport gets aerodrome licence, April take-off likely

Shafaque.Alam@timesofindia.com

Neida: A day after receiving se-
curity clearance from the home
ministry, Noida International
Airport on Friday received its
aerodrome licence from Directo-
rate General of Civil Aviation

(DGCA), the final regulatorvy
clearance before flight oper-
ations can begin.

Sources said the airport could
now be formally inaugurated by
the last week of March, with flight
operations expected to start
around the second week of April.

The aerodrome licence, issued
under the Aircraft Rules, 1937, cer-

tifies that an airport meets the civil
aviation regulator’s requirements
for safety, operational procedures,
infrastructure, navigation sys-
tems and emergency response.

Yamuna Expressway Industri-
al Development Authority (YEIDA)
CEO RK Singh told TOT the clear-
ance means the airport is ready for
takeoff and landing of flights. “We
will seek time from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to inaugurate the
airport,” Singh said.

On Thursday, the airport re-
ceived security clearance from Bu-
reau of Civil Aviation Security
({BCAS). Thatclearance confirmed
that its key security framework,

NIA terminal building with its forecour

ned to resemhle Varanasi ghats

including Bomb Threat Contin-
gency Plan, Anti-Hijack Contin-
gency Plan and Airport Security

Programme, are in place for both
passenger and cargo operations.
Calibration flights to test the

Instrument Landing System (ILS)
and Precision Approach Path Indi-
cator (PAPI) at the airport were
completed by Airports Authority
of India (AAI) in Nov last year
These tests ensure navigation and
communication svstems meet in-
ternational safety standards for
upcoming operational readiness.

Officials at Noida Interna-
tional Airport Limited (NIAL)
said the airport has achieved op-
erational readiness. On the
ground, construction and oper-
ational preparations are nearly
complete. The runway, air traffic
control tower and other airside
facilities are also ready.
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Noida airport gets acrodrome,
security clearances to start ops

REGULATORY GO-AHEAD. DGCA green Ilght comes after final nod from Bureau of Civil Aviation Security

e
Rahit Vaid
Wew Db

After missing several com
pletion deadlines, the Noida
International Airport (NIA)
has now secured both aero
drome and security clear-
ances, moving the greenfield
alrpart a1 Fewar o step closer
1o start commercial do-
mestic operations.

On Friday, the airport re-
ceived its aerodrome licence
from the Directorate Gen-
eral of Ciwil Aviation
(DMGCA), certifying that the
facility meets regulatory re
guirements related to opera-
tional procedures, safety svs-
TEms, infrasoructure,
navigation aids and emer-
EeOCY Tesponse,

PASSENGER SERVICE
The development comes a
day after the Burean of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS)
granted final security clear-
ance for domestic passenper
operations as wedl as do-
mestic and  international
CATED SeVICEs,

bustnezsliee had reported
on Friday (March 5) that the

M = .
I
FACILITY READINESS. All major infrastructure required for
operatiens is now complete, SaYE MI&

airport had secured the cru-
cial security chearance from
BCAS, marking a major mile-
stone in its  operational
readiness,

In technical parlance, the
licence confirms that the air-
port's abrside infrastructure,
flight rations procedures

and safety systems comply

with DGCA’ Civil Aviatkon
Requiremernts.

Notablv, the next repulat-
ory step will involve ap

proval of the Aerodrome Se-
curity | mme by BCAS,

Once this is cleared, au-
thorities will coordinate
with airline partners to plan

the formal insuguration and
commencement of Gammer-
cial operations.

A major operational mile-
seone hod  already  been
achieved in December 2024
when IndiGo conducted a
validation light using an Air
bus A320 to test the airpor's
approach procedures, navig-
atbon aids and air traffic con-
trol systems,

KEY MILESTONE

“Receiving the acrodrome li-
cence is @ key milestone in
our jourtie, It reflects the
strong  collaboration  with
our partners and the rigor-

ous work undertaken to en-
sure rendiness for commer
cial operations,” Christoph
Schneilmann, Chief Execut-
fve Officer of Mokda Interna

tional Alrport, said.

MORBILITY SERVICES

As per NIA, all mz;jm' infra-
structure required for opers-
tons 15 now complete, and
essential concessions have
heen awarded across mobil-
ity services, ground hand-
ling, in-flight catering, avi-
ation fuel, cargo, retail, food
and beverage, and the airport
hotel.

Besides, communications
and navigation systems have
been commissioned by the
Alrports Authority of India.

Last month, Schnelimann
todd hecsimessiine that the op-
erationa] resdiness process
would involve finalising air-
line metworks and route
planz, ag well as completing
slot filing and approval pro-
cedures with the DGCA and
ather stakeholders,

Oneoe slots are approved,
airlines typically begin com-
mercii] preparations such as
opentng teket gales and ini-
tiating customer outreach

ahead of launch.

In terms of the clty side,
the airport is preparing sur-
face connectivity to sup)
passengers from the firs day
of pperations.

Schnellmann had pointed
out that the mobility options
will include intercity and
long-hanl bus services, air-
port taxls and cab aggregar
ars, supported by intelligent
traffic managerment sVeTems
to regulate oraffic ow.

Looking ahead, he said

lostg-term connectivity
coubd be  strengthened
through a proposed Regional

Rapid Transit Svstem link
from Chaziahad and a
planned high-speed rail cor-
ridor  between Delhi and
Varanasi, with a stop at the
airport.

SETRATEGIC DEAL

On airline partnerships, In-
diGo will be the launch car

rier at NIA. The airport has
also entered into a strategic
partnership with Akass Air,
which plans to operate both
domestic and international
services; while Air Iidi Ex-
press is set to begin flights as
well
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DGCA grants acrodrome
licence to Noida airport

The Directorate General of Civil Avi-
ation has pranted the aerodrome
licence to the Moida International Air
port [(MIA), which is being developed
by Zurich Airport International AG.
“With the acrodrome hcence in
place, NIA will continue working
closely with authaorities to conclude the
regulatory approval process, The air-
port's Acrodmome Security Programmse
is currently under review with the

Burean of Civil Aviation Security, and
we look forward to receiving this ap-
proval in due course,” the NILA stated in
o press elease,

“Moida International Airport will
coordinate with all partners toplan the
formal inauguration and commenoe-
ment of commercial operations,” it
added. The commencement of flights
at Jewar airport has faced multiple de-
lay=s since 2024. DEEPAN PATEL
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KIA ranked ‘Best Airport
at Arrivals Globally’

BENGALURU, DHNS: The Kem-
pegowda International Air-
port has beenranked the ‘Best
Airportat Arrivals Globally'at
the 2025 Airports Council In-
ternational (ACI) Airport Ser-
vice Quality (ASQ) Awards,
The recognition comes for
the fourth consecutive year.
The ASQ programme by
ACI is a benchmark for air-
port customer experience,
capturing passenger satisfac-
tion through globally stan-
dardised in-journey surveys.
Theawards recognise airports

thatconsistently deliverstrong
performance across parame-
ters such as service, comfort,
convenience and cleanliness,
In 2025, the airport sawim-
provements in WiFiconnectiv-
ity, flight display on carousel
screens, availability of carts
and trolleys, comfortof waiting
areas and walking distance in-
side the terminal, a statement
by Bangalore International
Airport Limited (BIAL) said.

The ‘Overall Satisfaction”

rating at the airportrose from
4.98in2024105.00in 2025.
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Aerodrome nod
to Noida Airport

FE BUREAL
Mew Delhi, March &

HOIDA INTERMAT BO MA LAIR-
PORT on i'rirla.v_.r receiverd an
aerodrome licence from the
hrectorate General of Civil
Aviation (BGCA) clearing the
final rrgql:lrﬂnr:.rhurrl[n‘ ahead
of itslaunch., Thisfollows the
secured security clearance it
received from the Burean of
Chll Aviathon Secudty (RBCAS)
on Thursday.

The asmdrome hoenoe cet-
tifies that kf:,l’ security mea
sures at the alrport like access
oontrol systems, CCTY surveil
lamce networks, antl-sabotage
onecks amnd PASSENEET SCIECR
ing protocols, meet the
r|.-|.||.||.r|:|:| safetly and opera-
tional standards pres cribed by
the DGCAand ans now ready to
handle commerdal fight
operations

"With the acrodrome
licence in place, NIA will con-
tinue working closely with
authoritles to condude the
regulatory approval process,”
Molda Intermational Alrport
saidinastatement.

Following the DGCA
appo v.1|.|_.1rHu ani domestbe
flight operations ame expected
to begin within 45 days, as
mandated under the prnin'l
plan.

"Koida International Air-
port will coordinate with all
partners to |'|L'|r|. the formal

ON THE TARMAC

B The serodrome licence is
the final regulatory step
before Hoida airport’s launch

mFallowing the approval,
cargo and domestic flight
operations are expected
to begin within &5 days

tnaugumtion and commence
ment of commercial opera
tions. Preparations under the
airport’s Operational Readi
ness Activation and Transition
{ORAT] programmeare contin
IJII.'IH to ensure !.:.l'hll:'l'l'lh_
processes and personnel are
fully prepared for a safe and
seamiess launch,” the airport
added.

The BCAS had previoushy
ident fed multiplessoes that
postproned the airport's inau-
guration. Motably, there are
concens regarding possible
interference with the Doppler
Very High Frequency Omnid-
rectional Itﬁngr I:I W IIE]_ ACTL
chal navigation aid that sup-
plies aircmaft with directional
Information in relation to a
grnl.md station,
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Noida International Airport
oranted acrodrome licence

Neha LM Tripathi and
Vinod Rajput

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

DELHI/GREATER NOIDA: The
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) on Friday granted
an aerodrome licence to the
upcoming Noida International
Airport, clearing the final regu-
latory hurdle ahead of its launch
and paving the way lor opera-
tions to begin within 45 days.

“With this, the airport is likely
to be inaugurated by the end of
March,” an official aware of the
development said. "Dates are
being sought from the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) and the
inauguration may happen any
day after March 25,” the person
added.

The licence certifies that the
airport meets the safety and
operational standards pre-
seribed by the regulator.

According to a government
statement, the airport has been
licensed under the “Public Use”
category for all-weather opera-
tions.

It features a 3,900-metre by
45-metre runway supported by
an Instrument Landing System
and Aeronautical Ground Light-
ing system. enabling round-the-
clock operations.

The aerodrome has parking
stands for 24 Code C and two
Code DJF aircraft and is
equipped with ARFF Category 9
facilities capable of handling
wide-body aircraft such as the
Boeing 777-300ER, according to

the staterment.

The development comes a day
after NIA received mandatory
security clearance from the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS). _

“The conditional security vet-
ting approval is a milestone for
the Noida International Airport
as BCAS conducted detailed site
inspections and tests before they
issued their approvals. Now on

Friday, DGCA also issued an aer-
odrome license after all tests and
formalities were completed,”
said RK Singh, chiel executive
officer of Noida International
Airport Limited (NIAL), the
Uttar Pradesh government
agency overseeing the project.
A BCAS team inspected sev-
eral aspects including airport
security arrangements, surveil-
lance systems, access control,

The aerodrome features a
3.900-metre by 45-metre
runway and has parking
stands for 24 Code Cand two
Code D/F aircrafl. HT PHOTOS

and passenger and cargo screen-
ing systems before granting
clearance. “Security Vetting
Approval means that the air-
port’s security system has been
deemed safe for flight opera-
tions. Only after this approval
does the final process for start-
ing flights move forward,” said
Shailendra Bhatia, nodal officer
for the airport.

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment is targeting inauguration
by March 23, according to offi-
cials in the state government
privy with the developments.

“All necessary preparations
are currently being finalised.

The airport is being developed in
multiple phases. Once fully com-
pleted, it will be among the larg-
est airports not only in India but
also in Asia,” said a UP govern-
ment official requesting ano-
nymity.

Previously, BCAS had flagged
several issues that delayed the
airport’s inauguration, including
concerns over potential interfer-
ence with Doppler Very High
Frequency Ommnidirectional
Range (DVOR) —a navigation aid
-and a makeshift steel wall con-
structed nearby.

“While constructing the per-
manent wall will take a few
months, BCAS has granted clear-
ance on the condition that a per-
manent structure is built within
six months,” an official aware of
the matter said.

The airport, spread over 1,300
hectares in Jewar, was originally
scheduled to begin tions in
September 2024 and will handle
about 12 million passengers
annually inits first phase.

NIA is being developed as the
National Capital Region’s second
major airport after Delhi's Indira
Gandhi International Airport,
which is the country's busiest
airport.

The project was awarded in
October 2020 to Zurich Airport
International AG, which is devel-
oping and operating the airport
through its Indian subsidiary,
Yamuna International Airport
Private Limited (YIAPL), under a
40-year public-private partner-
ship.
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Provisional aerodrome licence
toJewar airport: What it means

Neetika Jha
Noida, March 6

A DAY after the Noida Interna-
tional Airport (NIA} in Uttar
Pradesh’s Jewar received secur-
ity approval from the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS),
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) granted it pro-
visional aerodrome licence on
Friday, said officials.

According to officials, the
licence is valid for six months,
until September 5, subject to
further approval by the DGCA.
“This (grant of licence) means
that flights can now land and
take off from the Noida Interna-
tional Airport,” confirmed
Chief Executive Officer, NIAL
(NoidaInternational Airport Li-
mited), Rakesh Singh.

“Generally it takes a mini-
mumoffourtosixweeks forthe
operations to begin once the
aerodrome licence is granted ...
we will check with airlines
which are interested to operate,
and then come up with a list of
cities connecting Jewarand the
rest,” Singh added.

NIAL Nodal Officer Shail-
endra Bhatia said thar the
licence was granted afterall the
equipment installed at the air-
port and ATC tower, surveil-
lance, security and safety ap-

Officials say domestic flight operations will begin in 45 days.

paratus were found to be in
place. “We can expect to opet-
ate domestic flights within 45
days from now. Cargo flight op-
erations will also begin at the
same time, but we will have to
wait a little longer for interna-
tional flights. We are now await-
ing a date from the Prime Min-
ister for the announcement of
the inauguration,” he said.
Union Minister of Civil Avi-
ation, Rammohan Naidu Kin-
jarapu, meanwhile, said: “The
world-class airport will boost
regional economic growth,
tourism, and investment while
offering a seamless passenger
experience by combining Swiss
efficiency with Indian hospital-
ity and will also help ease con-
gestion at existing airports in

the region.”

“Receiving the aerodrome
licenceisa key milestone inour
journey. It reflects the strong
collaboration with our partners
and the rigorous work under-
taken to ensure readiness for
commercial operations. We are
commirtted todelivering a mod-
ern, efficient and passenger-
centricairport that will serve as
acatalyst for regional economic
growth,” Christoph Schnell-
mann, Chief Executive Officer,
NIA, said in a statement.

TheNIA hasbeen developed
by the YIAPL, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Zurich Airporn In-
ternational AG, underaPublic-
Private Partnership (PPP) model
with the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment and the Centre.
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NOIDA INT'L AIRPORT

DGCA grants aerodrome hcence

NEW DELHI: The Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(IMGCA) has granted an aero-
drome licence to the Noida
International Airport at Jewar
in Uttar Pradesh, marking a
key milestone for the project
as it moves doser to becaming
& major aviation hub for the
Mational Capital Region.

The licence
issued to Yamuna Interna-
tional Airport Private Limited
(YLAPL), the developer of the
airport and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Zurich Airport
International AG.

The airport is being devel-
o under a public-private
pEl":l-ndﬂship hnztEm:n ﬂ'lli Uttar
Pradesh government and the
Union government. The con-
cession agreement for the
project came into effect an
October 1, 2021, and is valid
for 40 years.

Licensed under the ‘Public
Use' category for all-weather
operations, the airport will
feature a runway measuring
3,900 metres in length and 45
metres inwidth, oriented in the
10/28 direction. It will also be
equipped with an Instrument

“ In the first phase, the girport will
have one runway and a terminal capable of
handling 12 million passengers unnuullr,,

Landing System and Aeronan-
tical Ground Lighting to enable
round-the-clock operations.
The facility will include
parking bays for 24 Code C
aircraft and Aircraft Rescue
and Fire Fighting services of
Category 9, allowing wide-

body aircraft such as the Boe-
ing 777-300ER to operate
from the airport.

The project is being devel-
oped in four phases and will
include 2 multi-modal cargo
huh. In the first phase, the air-

port will have one runway and
a terminal capable of handling
12 million passengers annualby.
Omce all four phases are com-

leted, the airport is expected
fa handle u I.!E‘ﬂ rn.iJ.Ijut?:uc]E:la.s-
sengers each year.

Civil Awiation Minis-
ter Rammuohan Naidu Kinja-
rapu said the airport would
strengthen  aviation infra-
structure and boost tourism
and economic growth in the
Mational Capital Region and
Uttar PIa.ﬂ]ﬁE
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DGCA okays
aerodrome
licence to
Noida airport

S LALITHA i@ New Dethi

THE long-delaved Noida In-
ternational Airport (WLA) at
Jewar, Uttar Pradesh, is set to
begin operations, with avia-
tion regpulator DGCA grant-
ing the aerodrome licence to
developer Yamuna Interna-
tional Alrport Private Limit-
ed (YIAPL), a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Zurich Airport
International AG.

Dezigned to complement
Delhi-NCR's growing air traf-
fic, NIA's first phase can han-
dle around 1.2 crore passen-
gers, IndiGo, Akasa Adr, and
Alr India Express have con-
firmed services from the air
port. Commercial and cargo
operations are set to start 45
days after obtaining the
licence.

Officialzs had earlier se-
cured security clearance
from the Bureau of Civil Avi-
ation Security, which was de-
layed partly because the air
port had a foreign CEOQ,
Christoph Schnellmann, a
Swiss national who previous-
Iy =erved at Bengaluru's Kem-
pegowda International Aire
port. Incomplete boundary
walls aroiind the airport also
delaved clearance.

According to the Ministry
of Civil Aviation, Jewar Ajr-
port is being developed in
four phases, along with a
multi-modal cargo hub. When
fully complete, it will handle
up to 70 million passengers
annually The first phase, cov-
ering 1,334 hectares, is being
built at a cost of T6.800 crore.
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JEWAR AIRPORT GETS
DGCA LICENCE

The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has granted an
aerodrome licence to Yamuna
Intemational Airport Private
Limited for the Noida Intemational
Airport at Jewar in Gautam Budh
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh. The
development was confirmed by
Rakesh Kumar Singh, CEO of Noida
Intemational Airport Limited and
the Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Development Authority. Civil
Aviation Minister Rammohan
Naidu Kinjarapu said the airport
will strengthen aviation
connectivity across the National
Capital Region and westem Uttar
Pradesh while boosting tourism,
investment and economic growth.
It is also expected to ease
congestion at existing regional
airports. The airport is being
developed by YIAPL, a subsidiary of
Zurich Airport Intemational AG,
under a public-private partnership
with the govemments of Uttar
Pradesh and India. The 40-year
concession began on October 1,
2021. According to Shailendra
Bhatia, the licence permits
domestic passenger and cargo
operations. The all-weather airport
features a 3,900-metre runway,
Instrument Landing System and 24-
hour operations, with parking for 26
aircraft and facilities capable of
handling wide-body planes.
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DGCA grants aerodrome license for Noida Airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
granted the Aerodrome
License to Yamuna
International Airport Private
Limited (YIAPL) for the Noida
International Airport (NIA)
at Jewar in Gautam Budh
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh.

The development was
confirmed by Rakesh Kumar
Singh, the chief executive
officer of Noida International
Airport Limited (NIAL) and
the Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development
Authority.

The Minister of Civil
Aviation, Rammaohan Naidu
Kinjarapu congratulated the
Government of Uttar
Pradesh, stating that the
development of Noida
International Airport is a
major step toward strength-
ening aviation connectivity

for the National Capital
Region and Western Uttar
Pradesh. He highlighted that
the world-class airport will
boost regional economic
growth, tourism, and invest-
ment while offering a seam-
less passenger experience by
combining Swiss efficiency
with Indian hospitality and
will also help ease conges-
tion at existing airports in
the region.The airport has

been developed by YIAPL, a
wholly owned subsidiary of
Zurich Airport International
AG, under the Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) model with
the Government of Uttar
Pradesh and the
Government of India. The
concession period com-
menced on 1 October 2021 for
a period of 40 years. Nodal
officer of NIAL, Shailendra
Bhatia, said the aerodrome

licence has been issued in
accordance with civil avia-
tion rules for domestic flights
and cargo operations.

The airport has been
licensed under the Public
Use category for all-weather
operations. It features a
runway with orientation
10/28 and dimensions of
3,900 m * 45 m, supported
by an Instrument Landing
System (ILS) and Aeronautical
Ground Lighting (AGL)
system, enabling 24x7 oper-
ations. The aerodrome has
parking stands for 24 Code C
and 02 Code DJF aircraft and
is equipped with ARFF
Category 9 facilities capable
of handling wide-body
aircraft such as the Boeing
777-300ER.

Noida International
Airport is being developed in
four phases along with a
multi-modal cargo hub. In
the first phase, with one
runway and one terminal,

the airport will have the
capacity to handle around 12
million passengers annually.
Upon completion of all
phases, the airport will be
capable of handling up to 70
million passengers per
year, emerging as a major
aviation hub for the National
Capital Region and Western
Uttar Pradesh.

The development of Noida
International Airport is part
of the Ministry of Civil
Aviation’s broader vision of
building a robust aviation
ecosystem. Over the past
decade, India's civil aviation
sector has expanded signif-
icantly, with the number of
operational airports increas-
ing from 74 in 2014 to 164
today, alongside India
becoming the third-largest
domestic aviation market in
the world. India is rapidly
expanding its aviation
network through a balanced
approach of developing new

greenfield airports while
upgrading existing brown-
field airports and regional
airstrips, supported by initia-
tives such as the UDAN
scheme. Looking ahead, the
country’s long-term
roadmap aims to develop
over 400 airports by 2047,
further strengthening con-
nectivity, economic growth
and national integration.

The greenfield airport
being developed in a PPP
model in Jewar in Gautam
Buddh Nagar is expected to
become one of the largest
airports in the country once
fully operational.

The first phase of the
project, spread over 1,300
hectares with one runway
and one terminal building, is
slated to handle 1.2 crore pas-
sengers annually, officials
said. The airport was origi-
nally scheduled to com-
mence passenger services
in September 2024.
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WEST ASIA CONFLICT HITS AIR
CARGO MOVEMENT FROM KOCHI

The ongoing conflict in West Asia has affected the movement
of air cargo from Kochi that has more than halved now,
Authorities of Cochin International Airport Limited (CIAL)
officials said on Friday. Perishables are the worst hitand a
spedal cargo flight from Abu Dhabi is set to land here to clear
the consignment, they said. CIAL said the situation is expected
to improve as more flights have resumed operations in recent
days, following disruptions caused by the conflict involving US-
Israel and lran and its impact on the West Asia reqgion.
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Aerodromelicencegrantedto
Noidalnternational Airport

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
NewDelfif, 6 March

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
granted the Aemdrome License
to Yamuna International
Airport Private Limited
(YIAPL) for the Noida
International Airport (NIA)
at Jewar in Gautam Budh
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation said
on Friday.

Congratulating the Uttar
Pradesh government, Civil
Aviation Minister K Rammohan
Maidu said the development
of Noida Intemat ional Airport
is a major step toward
strengthening aviation

connectivity for the National
Capital Region and Western
Uttar Pradesh. He highlighted
that the world-class airport
willbpost regional economic
growth, tourism, and imvestment
while offering a seamless
passenger experience by
combining Swiss efficiency
with Indian hospitality and
will also help ease congestion
at existing airports in the
region.

The airport has been
developed by YIAPL, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Zurich
Airport International AG,
under the Public-Private
Partnership ( PPP) model with
the Government of Uttar
Pradeshand the Government

. @7 March 2026

of India Theconcession period
commenced on 1 October
2021 for a period of 40 years.

The airport has been licensed
under the PublicUse category
for all-weatheroperations. It
features a runway with
orientation 10/28 and
dimensions of 3900 m = 45
m, supported by an Instrument
Landing System (ILS) and
Aeronautical Ground Lighting
(AGL)system, enabling 2457
operations.

The aerodrome has parking
stands for 24 Code Cand 02
Code D/F aircraft and is
equipped with ARFF Category
9 facilities capable ofhandling
wide-body aircraft such as
the Boeing 777-300ER.
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HC cites security issues,
declines to allot site for
namaz near city airport

Swati.Deshpande
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Security is our ma-
in conecern, said Bombay HC
on Thursday while declining
to direct govt or Mumbai In-
ternational Airport Authori-
ty (MIAL) to give any specific
site to members of a taxi and
autorickshaw drivers’ union
for namaz during Ramzan at
ornear the city airport.

A report signed by vario-
us authorities, including se-
nior police officers, senior
security officers from Anti-
Terrorism Squad and MIAL,
which was submitted by sta-
te lawyer Jyoti Chavan, said
it was not possible to allow
prayers at seven sites, either
due to security concerns,
problems of space or ongo-
ing development work. The
union members cannot cla-
imtohaveareligiousrightto
offer namaz at any place,
especially in the vicinity of
an airport where security
concerns are high, said a

bench of Justices B P Colaba-
walla and F P Pooniwalla,

“We are not experts in se-
curity What we say with the
stroke of our pen may have
huge repercussions...” Justi-
ce Colabawalla said orally. He
said the report was signed by
six senior officials who ex-
amined seven sites. “We can't
say all of them are wrong...”

“Once faced with this re-
port... we are unable to pass
any order even for a tempora-
ry place for prayer, even for
Ramzan,” HC said. There are
nomosques in the vicinity, sa-
id S B Talekar, advocate for
one of the petitioners.

HC said, “Maybe in the fu-
ture, when the airport termi-
nalisredeveloped, then space
can be allotted so that this
problem does not persist,”

The plea was filed by Taxi-
Rickshaw Ola-Uber Men's
Union, which said a tempora-
v shed near the airport was
razed last vear and sought
that the same space or some
other space be given.
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Govtextends ban on strike by
ground handling staft at airport

RAHUL GAHLAWAT
NEW DELHI, MARCH B
The Dehi Govenment has
extended the ban on strikes by
emplovees engaged in pround
handling services atthe Indira
Gandhi Intemational Airport
(IGLA) foranother sbcmaonths,
dedanng the services essen-
tial to ensure uninterrupted
airport operations, according
tothe L-G office.

The order, issued by the
Home {Police-I1T) Depart-

ment of the Government of

the National Capital Territo-
ry (NCT) of Delhi on March
b, states that the prohibition
has been imposed under the
provisions of the Haryvana
Essential Services Mainte-
nance Act, 1974, which is
applicable in Delhi.

Ordertoremain valid till Sept 23, 2026

Arcording to the notifica-
tion, the services related to
pround handling at the IGI
Airport were earlier
declared essential througha
government order 1ssied on
September 22, 2025

The previous notification
barred emplovees of ground
handling apencies and
those working with Delhi
International Airport Limit-
ed pgoing on strike. That
order will remain valid until
March 23, 2026,

In view of the critical natuns
of airport operations and the
need to maintain uninternipt-
ed passengerand cargn servics
es, the prvemment has decid-
ed to continue the ban on

strikes and any form of agita-
tion by emplovees invoblved in
ground handling operations,

Under the fresh order, all
emplovees working with
groiund handling service
providers at the IGI Airport,
as well as those emploved
by DIAL and engaged in
ground handling services,
have been prohibited from
participating in strikes for a
further period of six months
— from March 24, 2026, to
September 23, 2026,

Officialz said the decision
aims to prevent disruption in
airport services and enstre
smooth functioning of opera-
tions at one of the country’s
busiest airports.
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In last three days, over 7,000
Indians flew back from UAE

Aneesh Phadnis
Murmbai

Around 7,000 Indians re-
turned to India from the
UAE in the last three days,
and many more are expected
to travel with Etihad Airways
resuming limited scheduled
flights from Saturday.

Indian and foreign carri-
ers have been operating re-
patriation flights from the
UAE, Oman and Saudi Ara-
bia. However, flight opera-
tions at Doha, Bahrain and
Kuwait remain suspended.

Decpak  Mittal, India’s
Ambassador to the UAE, and
Satish Sivan, Consul General
in Dubai, met airline repres-
entatives on Thursday and
reviewed the flight
operations.

“Airlines are focused on
gradually increasing the non-
scheduled flights from differ-
ent airports in the UAE de-
pending on airspace safety
and operational clearances
by the authorities. More
flights are planned in the
next 48 hours from Abu Dh-
abi, Dubai, Ras Al Khaimah,

Sharjah and Fujairah air-
ports,” said the Indian Em-
bassy in the UAE in a poston
X

Etihad said it will resume a
limited commercial flight
schedule from Saturday
berween Abu Dhabi and a
number of key destinations
that include Ahmedabad,
Bengaluru, Delhi Hyderabad
and Mumbsai.

The decision to operate a
limited schedule has been
taken in coordination with
relevant authorities follow-
ing extensive safety and se-
curity assessments, it said.
“Etihad continues to mon-
itor the situation closely and
will only operate flights once
all safety criteria are met,"
the airline added.

Emirates is operating a re-
duced flight schedule while
working to restore entire op-
erations,

The airline anticipates a
return to 100 per cent of its
network within the coming
days, subject to airspace
availability and fulfilment of
all operational require-
ments, it said.

Indian carriers, including
Akasa Air, Air India, IndiGo
and Spicelet, are also operat-
ing scheduled and repatri-
ation flights for affected pas-
SENEers.

Since Pebruary 28, seven
major airports in West Asia
region have seen 19,000-plus
flight cancellations.

Domestic airlines alone
have cancelled over 1,500
flights to West Asian destina-
tions, including 281 on
Thursday, with the restric-
tiohs on airspace continuing.
On its part, the Civil Aviation
Ministry is monitoring the
flight operations.

DOMESTIC FLIGHTS
Passenger movement data
for Thursday show that a
total of 40 inbound flights
operated by Indian carriers
arrived from West Asia, car-
rying 7,205 passengers, tak-
ing the cumulative passenger
arrivalsto 14,992,

For Friday, 51 fights are
scheduled to be operated by
Indian carriers, subject to
operational feasibility and
prevailing conditions.
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Airbus launches tech centre in Bengaluru

—
Owr Bureau
Sengafury

Karnotaka Deputy  Chief
Minister DK Shivakumarand
Minister of Large and Me-
dium Scule Industries M B
Paril on Friday launched the

Airbus  India  Technology
Centre at Titanium Tech
Park  near  Kodugodi,

Bengaluru.

Union Civil Aviation Min
ister Rammohan Naldu Kin-
jarapu  joined the event
virnually.

Spenking at the launch,
Pail said the centre can ac
commaodate more than 5000
emplovees, He said the facil-
Ity 18 the company's second
largest digival centre and its
third innovation centre glob-
ally,

The centre would contrib-

ute to the growth of the
aerospace, defence and in-
formation technology scc-
tiea in he state.

Kamataka  contributes
tearly 60 per cent 1o India's
acrospace and defence sec-
tors. The Stote has more
than 400 aerospace and de
fence companies, he added.
VTR inpests from Bosdneasliog nmem
Temwwn 5
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Spicejet’s Gulf focus leaves it most exposed to West Asia turmoil

| vm—

Amit Vijay Mohile
Aneesh Phadnds
Murmbs

Budget  carrier  Spicelet’s
overseas nerwork, thowgh re-
latively small; is the most
peographically concentrated
among Indian alrlines, with
all 22 of its daily interna-
tioasal flights in March oper-
ating to Gulf destinations,
leaving the carmier propor
tivaally the most exposed to
disruptions in West Asian
airspace,

The schedule data from
Cinium, which is a leading
provider of comprehensive
aviation data, tracking over
99 per cent of global com-
mercial Rights, show the
Spicetet ia the only major 1n-
dinn carmer whose entire in-
rernational network is con
centrated  in a  single
geographic cormidor, with
Dubai, Fujnirah and Sharjah
being the key destinations
fter the airline suspended

opcrations  to  Hangkok,

Phuker and Kathmandu,

The airline has about 154
scheduled flights o day,
mieaning international ser-
vices acoount for roughly 14
per cent of its network; its
entire Imtermational opera-
tion is currently dependent
on the Gulf cormdar.

WIDE NETWORKS

Other Indian carriers main-
tain more diversified inter-
national networks.  Cirium
dara show IndiCGo has 267 in-
ternational fights daily, of
which 135 are to Guif destin-
ations, while Air India has
158 international  flights,
with 36t the Gulf,

Air India Express, whoss
business mode] is heavily fo-
cused on the region, has 125
international flights  daily
with about 112 serving Gulf
routes, while Akasa  Air
schedules 21 imtermational
flights, 17 of which are w
Gulf destinations.

Aviation analysts monit-
oring the sector suggest that
such concentration, while ef-

SHOCK EXPOSURE. Aviation aralysts monitoring the sectos
suggest that suich concentrateon, whike efhcient in stable maroets,
leaves little room for Aexibslity during geopalitical crisis

fident in stable markets,
leaves lirthe room for Aedhbil-
ity during geopolitical
shocks,

“Diwersification acrs as a
natural hedge in aviation,”
noted an industry analyst.
“While concentration can
drive yields in normal times,
it quickly turns imto a stro-
tegic bottleneck when tested
by geopolitics,”

AIRSPACE DISRUPTIONS
Spicelet, however, played
down concerns that the situ-
ation poses a significant op-
erational or financial risk.
“Intermational  operations

sccoarnt for barely abowt 10
pet cent of our toeal Aights.
The network has recenthy
been comprehensively re-
structured with a clear focus
on  high-vield domestic
routes,” & Spiceler spokes-
petson said,

Dubai is central to Spice-
Jet's international strategy.
The Mumbai-Dubai  and
Delhi-Dubai routes are the
airling’s  primary  profit
drivers. These routes, along
with services connecting
Tier-2  cities such  as
Kozhikode and Kochi to
Dubai  have  historically
maintained strong  load

factors and have been key 1o
the airline's revival strategy.

Dubai's aviation and doily
operations are currently fa-
cing significant disruptions
due o the escalating West
Asia erisis, Az of March 6,
2026, the situation is fAuid
with a gradual, phased re-
sumption of flights following
widespread regional airspace
closures. Flight Operations
Status has now moved to
partial resumption, with op-
erations at Dubai Interna-
tional and Al Maktoum In-
ternational airports partially
resumed after a near-total
shutdown eardier this week.

According 1o the airline,
demand rebounded quickly
after the reopening of pir-
space in the region.

STRONG DEMAND

“Following the reopening of
the airspace, demand has
been very strong, and we
have been operating special
flights to the UAE. Dubai and
the wider West Asis continus:
0o remain an important and

robust market for Indian car-
riers, and we remain confid-
ent nbout the long-term pro-
spects,” the spokesperson
added.

The airfine also rejected
suggesthons that recent alr-
space restrictions hod hurt
revenues. "There has been
no revenue loss due 1o the
brief airspace closure,” the
spokesperson said.

Spicelet also pointed to
structural limits on expan-
sion on the India-UAE cor-
ricor, noting that bilateral ir
service  agreements  ane
already fully utilised.

“The bilateral seat entitle-
ments between Tndia and the
UAE are fully utilised™. On
broadbasing its international
operation,  the  airling
spokesperson sabd, “Spicelet
holds eraffic rights o mul-
tiple intermational destina-
tions. Capacity can be re-
deploved  across  both
intermational and domestic
routes, if required, in line
with operational and com-
mercial considerations.™
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West Asia crisis triggers demand

‘Some companies are using
this as an opportunity’

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

hartered flights are in
Cdemand during the on-
going West Asia crisis
due to the limited availability
of flights.
Forpeoplewhoarewilling to
shell outextra from their pock-
ets, private companies are now
operatingchartered flightsand
have now began selling seats
on their private planes, Rohit
Hangal, director, Sphere Trav-
elmedia and Exhibitions, told
DH.
“Some companies are using
this as an opportunity. One

firm was offering a seat on a
private jet from Dubai to Pune
for Rs 80,000,” he added.

A businessman from Ben-
galuru, currently stranded in
the UAE with his family, also
plans to charter a private jet
after multiple unsuccessful
attempts to get on a flight to
India. “I'm spending lakhs
on our stay here every day. It
makes more sense to charter
a flight to Bengaluru instead,”
headded.

Price fluctuation

In Dubai, many are banking
on the government-owned
Emirates airline. “While on-

for chartered flights

Private companies are now operating chartered flights and
have started selling seats on their private planes.

line websites continue to show
extremely jacked up prices,
amounting toRs1lakhto2lakh
per person, buying tickets di-
rectly at the airport is proving
to be much cheaper,” passen-
gers, who arrived from Dubai
in Bengaluru late Wednesday
evening, told DH.

For most passengers, the
flight had been booked by the

airline as a compensation for
their cancelled flight. Others
managed to get on the flight
by paying approximately
Rs 17,000 for the economy
fare, “l was supposed to fly out
of Abu Dhabi on Sunday, but
whenthatflightgotcancelled, I
waited fora few days, and final-
Iy found one from Dubai. The
flight actually ended up being

30 flights
cancelled

at KIA

On March 5, 30 flights
were cancelled at the
Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport due to
airspace restrictions,
Anairportrepresen-
tative shared that
Emirates would operate
EK566/567 on Thursday,
with a booked arrival load
of 358 passengers and
departure load of 203
passengers. However, on
March 4, Emirates had
announced that all flights
to and from Dubai would
remain suspended till
March?7.

much cheaperthanmyoriginal
flight,” said Pratik, who landed
in the city on Wednesday.
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Airbus Opens
5,000-seat
Tech Centre
in Bengaluru

Our Bureau

Bengaluru: Aircraft manu-
facturer Airbus on Friday in-
augurated a new technology
centre in Bengaluru, marking
a major expansion of its engi-
neering and digital capabili-
ties in India.

The facility, called the Alrbus
India Technology Centre, will
serve as a hub for engineering,
digital transformation, cus-
tomer services and procure-
ment, the com-
pany said in a
statement,

The centre was
inaugurated by
Karnataka's

deputy chief
ml < ,'I:Iit::: minister DK
hub for Shivakumar

and industries
e infster M B Pa-
servicesand fil. Union civil
procurement, aviation minis-
cosaid ter K Rammo-
han MNaidu at-

tended the event virtually
Airbus executive vice-presi-
dent Catherine Jestin and its
India managing director Jiir-
gen Westermeler were also
present. “The new facility rep-
resents a strategic accelera-
tion in our journey in India
and provides the scale and
headroom for our next phase
of growth,” Westermeler said.
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WEST ASIA CONFLICT STATE OF READINESS

Flights to Europe Now Cost a Bomb

Airfares on certain European destinations rise
by more than 40% as airlines take longer
routes and cut passenger intake amid closures

Anumeha Chaturvedi
& Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Flight fares for certa-
in European routes from Indiaare
up by over 40% week on week for
travel in the next fifteen days, as
per datashared by travel compani-
es with ET. Airline executives
warned that due toongoing geopo-
litical developments in the Middle
East, multiple routes have to be
slashed. The airlines have to cut
down on the number of passeng-
ers they can carry if airspace clo-
suresremain and if they continue
flying on longer routes.

Asper data shared by travel com-
pany Pickyourtrail, on limited
operational Dubai flights, one-
way fares have surged by 60-80%
on one of India's busiest interna-
tional corridors. About 50-65% of
all flight cancellations recorded
this week are on Dubairoutes.

INSURANCE COSTS UP
Insurance
costs for any
aircraft that
will fly over theMiddle
Easthaveincreased
‘exponentially’, an air-
line executivesaid

A travel major said flight fares
for destinations such as Germany
and Portugal are up by over 40%
for bookings between March 1and
March 5 compared to the prior we-
ek for travel in the next fifteen da-
ys. Middle Eastlies at the junction
between major population centres
in Europe, Asia and North Ameri-
ca making it the key hub for mo-
dern air transport. A spot check
on the Delhi-Frankfurt route sho-
wed the lowest fare on economy as
Z1.51akh while for many days tick-
etsarenotavailable.

Ravi Gosain, president of Indi-
an Association of Tour Opera-
tors (IATO) said recent adjust-
ments in flight schedules and
operational disruptions have led
to temporary fluctuations in air-
fares and holiday package pri-
cing on certain routes. “Routes
such as Central Asia, partsof Eu-
rope and select Southeast Asian
destinations have seen some up-
ward movement infares due toli-
mited seat availability on prefer-
red connections,” he said.

Insurance costs for any aircraft
that will fly over the Middle East
have increased ‘exponentially’, an
airline executive said. “Simulta-
neously the jet fuel price has in-

creased substantially. Alltheseha-

ve to be incurred into the cost of
the ticket price. But it is unclear
how long high fares can last. This
will invariably impact demand,”
headded.

Pickyourtrail cofounder and CEO
Hari Ganapathy said to help travel-
lers navigate the disruptions his
company has launched a rerouting
service which offers real-time visi-
bility into operational airspaces,
‘safe’ flight corridors from India,
and over 50 international destina-
tions that remain accessible within
the safe fly zone. Ganapathy said
travellers whose routes are impac-
ted can reroute their itineraries
within 2-4 hours, though this will
come at a premium too.

“For instance, hotels in Europe
are functioning, but in case travel-
lersarenotable to get there, we ha-
ve added features like refundable
hotels, refundable flights and ad-
ded insurance for exigencies in
thisnew product,” he added.

The situation is ‘very fluid’, and so
are the airfares, said Rajiv Mehra,
generalsecretary, Federation of As-
sociations in Indian Tourism and
Hospitality FAITH. “In some sec-
tors the hike is steep because of
cancellations of flights ordemand
being steep. But one can safely say
thatfaresareupabout15-20% irre-
spective of the sector,” he added.
An official at a European airline
sald that passengers will prefer to
book Europeanairlinesif the situ-
ation over the Middle East rema-
ins stagnant. “If the major hubsin
the Gulf stay closed for long, there
will be a much higher demand for
European carriers as we don't fly
over the Middle East.”

However, he warned thatairlines
will struggle to deploy more capa-
city ontheroutetocover upforthe
shortage left by Gulf carriers.
“There is limited supply of air-
craftforeveryairline. So thescope
to suddenly increase capacity
isn’tmuch.” German carrier Luft-
hansa is strengthening its net-
work in Southeast Asia, the carri-
er recently said.

Travel industry officials also sa-
id that stopover flights through
Asla may become popular as pas-
sengers look to avoid the Middle
East. “Many passengers are enqu-
iring about European connec-
tions through Tokyo, Seoul for
their summer travel,” an executi-
ve of atravel firm said.

| S

BUCKLE
UP

1.5 Lakh

Economy fare on the
Delhi-Frankfurt route

- ;o Em ¢ H*:r‘ _
An airplane flies as smoke rises after an Israeli strike on Beirut's southern suburbs on Friday.

60'80% Rise in one-

way fare on limited operational
Dubai flights as per Pickyourtrail
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Emirates Sees Return to Full Ops in Days,
Etihad to Restart Flights to 70 Destinations

Emirates said on Friday that itan-
ticipates a return to full network
operations in coming days as the
world's largest international airdi
ne secks to bounce back froma we
ek-long hintus

Etihad Alrways ks also preparing
torestart flights toaround 70desti-
nations after acomplete shutdown
for one of West Asia's largest car-
riers for a week. The state-owned
airline said it will resume a limi
tedd commercial schedule from
Muarch 6 between its hub in Abu
Dhabl and & number of destina-
tions in Europe, India, the US,
and West Asia including Rivadh

Etihad sald services remain sub-
ject to operational approvals and
miay bt adljusted, depending on re-
glonal airspace conditions, and
that not all destinations will ope-
rate daily, The UAE is still under
threat from Iran. On Friday mor-
ning, Abu Dhabi Airport staff
escoried people to n shelier as

alarms of overhe-
atl missiles rung
on passengers’
phones.

In a statement on
Friday Emirates
gald that the re-
sumption of com
mercial fiying acti-
vity is subject to
alrspace availabi
1§ty nnd the fulfill-
ment af all opern
tional require-
ments. The airline
said it carried abo-
Ut 30,000 passeng-
prs out of Dubal on
Thursday. By March 7, Emirates,
will have 106 dilly return Aights
operating to 83 destinations, re-
presenting almost 60% of the ro-
ute network.

The Dubai carrier will operate 1
daily Mights across five airports in
the UK by Saturday Additional

flights are also being offered
across India, with Emirates sca-
ling upto 22 daily services to all ni-
ne of its Indian destinations by
March 7

“WARHEIGHTENING UNCERTAINTY'
German aviation giant Lufthan
sa warned Friday it faced a more
uncertain outlook becanse of the
unfolding conflict. and that the
fallout showed how vulnerable
alrtraflle remains to geopol [Ucal
shocks, “The war in the Middle
East {(West Asia) proves once aga-
in how exposed air traffic is and
how vulnerable it remains, even
though the Industry s now more
resilient to crises than it ussd to
e, Lufthansa CEQ Carsten
Spohrsaid, as the group announ-
oed its 2025 resulis “The massive
concentration of global traffic
flows via the Gulf hubs is increa
singly proving tobea geopolitical
Achilles' heel.” Agencles
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Hotel tarif

HAMDINI OZA
ahmeda |:.u|'.'|r March &

HOTELTARIFFS IM Alimedaluad
and airfaresof incoming flights
to the Heritage City have seen
a massive surge after India
entered the finalof the ongoing
T20 Wordd I,'|.|p on Th||rs.'1.'|].'
night, defeating England by
seven runs 0 Mombai. India
takes on New Zealamd at the
Marendra Modi Stadinom [KMS]
onSundaywhich has ampadty
of 132 000

Ticket prices for the final
have also jadced up and one of
the tickets in the South Pre
mitim West stamd was ash'l__.;h
ASsTT1.9B0. 35 1l,l[=:|rnld Ravi
Vaishnav, who purchased two
tickets for ¥ 8,000, said he has
heard that these arenms aval-
abie fior € 50000,

Those inthe knowof dovel
UFII!IEL‘II!IILI|1I."|‘IL'IE|J:II-'!I.LI.EF!|'
say that by the match day the
entire inventory in Ahmed-
abad and Gandhinagar,which
is about 30 km away from
Ahmedabrad, will be booked or
probably even overbooked,

Koustuy Mukherjer, msoc
atevice president of Pride Croup

fs, airfares soarin Ahmedabad

FEVER PITCH

mTicket prices
forthe final at
premium stands
reach as high as

71,980

W Aroom that
costs 24 000
per night is
being charged
21 lakh plus
GST ina §-star
propety near
the venua

m Prices at The Leela in Gandhinagar
coat T35,000-T5L0 000

® Mumbai-aAhmedabad flight now
costs ¥15,000. belhi-Ahmedabad
fara for the match day is T15,000

ofHotelstold FE that about 500
of the yventory was aleadysold
out about a fortnight ago and
now there has been a ten-fold
rise in the tarlffs with Indks
entering the final.

“i mam that would wsaeally
costamound ¥ 4,000 pernight is
selling at €1 lakh plus G5Tin
our three-star business prop
erty nearthe NMS The sald "We
had a few ancellations from
different parts of the world due

tothe West Asin conflict, How
ever, the demand from those
comingfromdifferent ctiesin
Imdfia isincreasing,”he added.

Vikeus Soaoed, GM 0f The Lesls
in Gandhinagar, wid FE that
they huave kept their room rates
between T35, 000and T40, 000,
“We dont want to increase the
price,"hesaid

“Many people have booked
airtickets and now ane wnil'mg
to buy match tickets, They will

book the rooms once they get
match tickets,” he pointed out,

The tickets are "Coming
Soon” as seen onsomewsbsiles
The air fares are also soaring,
And in the majority of the air-
lines, including IndiGo, the
flights from Mumbal, Ben-
galuni or Mew Delhithatland in
time for a orlcket enthusiast to
see the match are sold owt for
Sunday. Even for Saturday, ale-
fareofa Bengalon-Ahmedabad
flight isas hiphas ¥21,000.

“The airfares have mcreased
by 500 to 75%," observed
Muohit Raval, ovner of Haro
Fam Tours and Trevels. Mum
bai-dhmedabad flght that
would be of £3,.500 or soon
normal days s as high as
2 15,000 on the previous dayof
the match, he sald. Delhl-
Ahmedabad fareisT15 DO0on
the match day.

Even three -star hotsls are
giving dynamic prices, he said,
adding that they are also pro-
viding drop and pick-up fadl
ties to the guests to the NMS
Thosein the travel industryane
also providing cars to guests
whowant toreachAbmedabad
by road, he said,
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IndiGo expands
NMIA operation

Mumbai: IndiGo
announced daily flights con-
necting Jamnagar and Navi
Mumbai from  April 23,
adding Jamnagar as its sixth
destination in Gujarat and
increasing the number of
operations from Navi
Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA) The flight
no BE-2053 from NMIA will
depart at 4pm everyday and
reach Jamnagar at 530pm.
The remrn fight no 6E-2034
will depart at 6.10pm and
reach MNavi Mumbai at
TA5pm.

FPJ News Service
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MUMBAI

DGCA, US
FAA ink pact
to boost ties

Awiation regulators of India
and U3, along with
BEr0Space COmpanies,
signed aworking pac
under Bilateral Aviation
Safety Agreernent (BASA)
on Thursday to strengthen
cooperation. The pact was
signed by India's
Directorate General of Chvil
Aviation (DGCA), the S
Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA),
aircraft manufacturer
Boeing, and aircraft engine
manufacturers GE and
Pratt & Whitney. The pact is
expected to provide a
structured mechanism for
resohing aircraft and
engine typevalidation,
recognition and acceptance
rmatters in transparent and
time-bound manner.
—Dhairya Gajara
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Indian airlines scheduled 96 flights,
cancelled 278 int’l operations: Govt

NEW DELHI: Domestic airlines
scheduled 96 flights to and
from the Middle East on Friday
while the carriers cancelled 278
international services for the
day, the Union government
said in a statement as the con-
flict in the region entered the
seventh day.

The situation in the Middle
East has disrupted flight opera-
tions as there are restrictions
as well as closure of airspaces.
Some airlines have commenced
limited operations to and from
the region, where the conflict
involving the US, Israel, and

Iran has escalated in the last
few days.

The civil aviation ministry
on Friday said due to the ongo-
ing developments in West Asia
and the resulting airspace
restrictions, flight operations
have been impacted across sev-
eral sectors.

“A total of 96 flight opera-
tions were scheduled today by
Indian domestic carriers to and
from destinations in the Middle
East,” it said in a statement.

“As of 6 March, 278 flights
scheduled to be operated today
by Indian domestic carriers

have been cancelled,” the state-
ment further said.

In another statement later,
the ministry said 51 flights are
planned to be operated by
domestic airlines, subject to
operational feasibility and pre-
vailing conditions.

“Passenger movement data
for 5th March, 2026 shows that
a total of 40 inbound flights
operated by Indian carriers
arrived in India from the West
Asia region, carrying 7,205 pas-
sengers taking the cumulative
passenger arrivals to 14,992,”
the statement said. PTI
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Kerala CM writes to
PM to reduce West
Asia-India airfares

Dhinesh Kallungal
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan requested
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to actively engage
with airlines to regulate
fares of flights from West
Asia to India during the
conflict between between
Iran and the U.S. and
Israel.

The airfares of special
flights being operated from
West Asia to India have re-
portedly reached predato-
ry levels in the wake of the
conflict.

As of Friday, the airfares
of budget airlines such as
Air India Express and Air
Arabia from Dubai to Kochi
are in the range of 359,549

and 361,384, respectively.
A ticket on Air Arabia from
Abu Dhabi to Thiruvanan-
thapuram on Saturday is
priced at 344,216. A flight
ticket from Dubai to Mum-
bai costs 83,389 on Spice-
Jet, ¥1,21,985 on Air Arabia,
and 1,50,180 on Flydubai
on March 7.

Specific helpline

In a letter to the Prime Mi-
nister, the State has also
called for setting up a spec-
ific helpline or registration
channel for transit passen-
gers, distinct from resident
Indians, given their unique
vulnerability of being
stranded in a foreign coun-
try without luggage, ac-
commodation, or local
contacts.
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Airlines bring
back 15,000
stranded
passengers

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Indian  airlines  have
brought back nearly
15,000 stranded passen-
gers from the UAE, Saudi
Arabia, and Oman since
the beginning of this week.

Recovery flights began
on March 2, and the figures
are until March 5. On Fri-
day, 40 inbound fights
were conducted, the Civil
Aviation Ministry said in a
statement. Fifty-one flights
are planned on Saturday.

Gulf airlines such as
Emirates, flydubai, and Eti-
had have also operated
some special flights and a
limited number of com-
mercial services.

The Ministry has set up
a control room and hel-
pline for passengers seek-
ing assistance. The num-
bers are 011-24604283 and
011-24632987.
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High war-risk premiums for
airline insurance to raise fares

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

Air travellers may have to
brace for fare hikes of up to
20,000 on Gulf routes as
insurers slap steep war-risk
premiums on airlines, forc-
ing carriers to pay extra for
cover against risks such as
missile strikes and passen-
ger casualties amid the es-
calating Iran-Israel
conflict.

Alongside rising crude
oil prices that are inflating
aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
costs, mounting operation-
al expenses could ultimate-
ly push up domestic air-
fares as well, industry
executives said.

While insurers initially
barred airlines from oper-
ating flights into parts of
the Gulf region, they have

The 30% rise in fuel prices may
impact raise air fares by 10% to
12% , airline officials warned.

since eased the curbs, gi-
ven the need for repatria-
tion and continued travel
demand, an insurance
broker told The Hindu on
condition of anonymity.
Airlines are now re-
quired to notify insurers
before operating each
flight into West Asia. But

coverage can be with-
drawn at short notice if the
conflict escalates.

Premium calculation
The additional premium
being imposed ranges
from 0.075% to 0.1% of the
aircraft value for every re-
turn flight undertaken by
an airline, the insurance
broker explained.

Fuel prices rise
Airline executives warn of
other factors pushing up
airfares, including rising
fuel prices, which are now
up by 30% resulting in a
10%-12% impact on airfare.
Airlines are also grap-
pling with under-utilisa-
tion of aircraft, as they are
able to secure only a limit-
ed number of slots at air-
ports in the Gulf.
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Kolkata-Dubai flight services
resume partially after 4 days

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Flight services
between Kolkata and Dubai
resumed partially on Thurs-
day after a four-day suspen-
sion triggered by the ongoing
conflict in West Asia, airport
officials said.

A flydubai aircraft arriving
from Dubai landed at the Net-
aji Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national Airport at 2.40 am
with 130 passengers on board,
marking the first arrival from
West Asia after operations had
remained suspended for more
than 113 hours.

According to airport offi-
cials, the Boeing 737 Max
aircraft had originally been
scheduled to arrive at 12:25 am
but landed later in the night.

The same aircraft departed
for Dubai at 3:59 am carrying
55 passengers, indicating the
gradual resumption of services

The Detmls

» F||ght services between
Kolkata and Dubai
resumed partially on
Thursday after being
suspended for four days

» The same Boeing 737

[ WA cPRESENTATIVE PIC

Max aircraft later de-
parted for Dubai at 3:59
am with 55 passengers

between the two destinations.

Flight operations between
Kolkata and several West
Asian cities, including Dubai,
Doha and Abu Dhabi, were
disrupted after airlines tem-
porarily suspended services
due to escalating tensions
in the region and airspace
restrictions.

The disruption followed the
intensifying conflict involv-
ing the United States, Israel
and Iran, which forced several
carriers to review or suspend
operations on routes passing

through parts of West Asian
airspace. Airport authorities
said the last flight to depart
from Kolkata for the region
before the suspension was an
Emirates service to Dubai on
February 28.

Officials said there is still
no clear indication of when
full-scale flight operations
between Kolkata and all
West Asian destinations will
resume, as airlines continue to
monitor the evolving security
situation and airspace condi-
tions in the region.
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278 INTERNATIONAL
FLIGHTS CANCELLED
Domestic airines operated limited
services to the Middle East on
Friday while cancelling 278
intemational flights amid
disruptions caused by the ongoing
US-Israel-Iran confiict, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
said.According to the ministry,
Indian carriers had scheduled 96
flights to and from Middle Eastem
destinations for the day. However,
airspace restrictions linked to the
regional confiict forced widespread
cancellations,.Eadier, officials said
maore than 140 intemational fiights
were cancelled across major
airports in Mumbai, Delhi,
Bengaluru and Kolkata. At Mumbai
airport alone, 39 departures and
34 amivals were cancelled.
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Indian airlines cancel
278 international flight

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Domestic airlines are sched-
uled to operate 96 flights to
and from the Middle East on
Friday while the carriers have
cancelled 278 international
services for the day, the gov-
ernment said amid the con-
flict in the region.

The civil aviation ministry
on Friday said due to the
ongoing developments in
West Asia and the resulting
airspace restrictions, flight
operations have been
impacted across several
sectors. A total of 96 flight
operations were scheduled
today by Indian domestic
carriers to and from destina-
tions in the Middle East.

As of 6 March, 278 flights
scheduled to be operated
today by Indian domestic
carriers have been can-
celled,” it said in a statement.
Earlier in the day, officials
said more than 140 interna-
tional flights were cancelled
in Mumbai, Delhi, Bangalore,
and Kolkata airports on
Friday due to the Middle
East crisis. They said at least

142 flights were cancelled at
the four airports, with
39 departures and 34
arrivals cancelled at the
Mumbai airport.

Akasa Air said it would
operate the Mumbai-jeddah-
Mumbai flight on Friday. The
airline, on Saturday, would
operate flights from Mumbai,
Ahmedabad, and Kochi to
Jeddah, it said in a post on X.
Spice|et said it will operate
14 special fAights from the
UAE to bring back stranded
passengers. With the air-
spaces over Saudi Arabia
and Oman remaining open
and assessed as safe for
operations, Air India and Air
India Express have resumed
services to and from |eddah
and Muscat, Air India said in
a statement on Thursday.

The Passenger Assistance
Control Room (PACR), at the
ministry, is coordinating
with airlines and other stake-
holders to address issues.
“So far, 1,881 passenger griev-
ances have been addressed
through AirSewa, social
media platforms and
helpline calls,” the ministry
said in the statement.
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Indian airlines cancel 281
flights amid West Asia crisis

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B New Delhi

Indian carriers cancelled
281 international flights on
Thursday due to the Middle
East crisis, and the
Government is closely mon-
itoring the evolving situa-
tion in the region.

The escalating conflict in
the Middle East involving
the US, Israel and Iran has
resulted in airspace closures
that have significantly
impacted fight operations.

The civil aviation ministry
on Thursday said it continues
to closely monitor the evolv-
ing situation in West Asia.

“As of 5 March, a total of

281 flights scheduled to
operate today by Indian
domestic carriers have been
cancelled. Passengers are
advised to regularly monitor
their flight status and remain
attentive to updates shared
through their registered
contact details by their
respective airlines,” the min-
istry said on X.

Meanwhile, a Passenger
Assistance Control Room
|PACR) is operational.

“Atotal of 1,461 grievances
have been addressed during
this period through AirSewa,
social media platforms, and
dedicated helpline calls, in
coordination with airlines
and other concerned stake-
holders. For assistance, pas-
sengers may reach out to the
Ministry's PACR helpline
numbers: 011-24604283/011-
24632987," the ministry said.

Meanwhile, at least 170
international flights were
cancelled at Mumbai, Delhi
and Bengaluru airports on
Thursday due to the Middle
East crisis, officials said.
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Ind1g0 flight grounded at V'wada

VIJA‘I‘#WADA MARCH 5

An Indigo aircraft devel-
oped a technical snag after
arriving from Hyderabad at
Vijavawada International
Airport, and it was ground-
ed for rectification.

According to airport

authorities, the flight carry-
ing passengers arrived at
the Vijayawada airport
from Hyderabad at 10.30 am
on Thursday

It was moved to the bay to
disembark the passengers,
and after the boarding of
passengers, it is supposed to
fly back to Hyderabad at 11

am. However, the techmical
snag in the flight was
noticed, and it was ground-
ed

The airline authorities
arranged alternative flights
for the passengers to reach
their final destinations -
Hyderabad, Delhi and oth-
ers.
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130 passengers reach city, many still stranded

First Dubai flight lands

SANJAY MANDAL

Caleutta: The first flight to
Caleutta from a West Aslan
destinatlon landed early on
Thursday, more than 113
hours after fight operations
were stalled because of theon-
going war. The flydubat plane
from Dubai arrived with 130
stranded passengors

Many more travellers went
to the Dubaf alrport hoping 0
catch the first fiight home but
wers unable todo s,

Several fllghts operated
betweaen India and West Asla
on Thursday as the conflict be-
tween the US, Israel and Iran
entered 1ts sixth day, and ar-
poris in Dubai and Abu Dhabi,
which had been closed, openaed
pardally.

An airport official in Cal-
cltta siald more fights from
GUlf countries are expected n
the coming days.

Calcutta airport officials
sald FZ 461, the dydubal Might
from Dubal, landed at 3.40am
on Thrsday. It was originalty
scheduled to arrive at 12.%5am.

This was the first fllght to
operate between the Gulf and
Calcutta after 113 hours and
five minutes, they sald. The
last fllght before the suspen-
slon had been an Emirates
flight to Dubal, which took off
at 9.35am on February 28, bo-
fore alrspace closures.

Om its return, the fiydubat
plane took off with 55 passon-
#Ors at 3.50am.,

Back home

Kidderpore resident Nawsad
All was among the DassMngers
who arrived tn Calontta. All,
part of a group of four who

Stranded passengers arrive in Delhi from Abuo Dhabi

earlier this week. (FTI picture)

had gome to Dubai on busi-
ness on February 27, had been
scheduled to return on Febiu-

ary 2.

But the UAE skies were
closed because of the war.
“We went to the alrport on the
maorning of February 28, butit
was shut. However, flydubai
officlals promisad to take caro
of our accommodation and
food,” All sald on Thursday
evening. “My wife and four-
voear-old daughtor wero very
worried, and [ had to make
video calls to assure them [
was safe,” he added.

All sald he recelved an
emall from the atriine regard-
ing Thursday's fiight. “At the
alrport, the alrline provided
food packets. I was not scared
while flving but was relleved
to come back home after all

the uncertainty,” he said.

Another Calcuttan, busi-
ness adminlstratdon student
Saran Al returned o the city
om Wednesday from Dubat via
Mumbal. She had travelled to
Dubal In January to study.

“1 was supposed to come
to Calcutta om March 13, but
after the war broke out, [ was
desperate to return earller,”
sald All, who stayed in Dubal
Siticon Oasls academic city.

“Debris from Intercepted
misslles fell near our hostel,
I shifted to a relative's house
dabout 10 minutes away,” she
sald on Thursday.

Al took an Emirates fllght
frrom Dabai to Delhi and then
an IndiGo Alght onwards to
Caloutta. “There Was only one
bsiness class seat left, but my
tour operator managed {o get

Itfor me... On the fllght, every-
one was calm. Another flier,
also a student, had brought
forward her return to India
and wes on the same flight,”
she added.

Still stuck

Kasha restdents Nishant Ran-
jan and his wife had gone to
Dubal on February 28 for a
holday. They were scheduled
to return on Thursday on the
Aydubai Mght but could not.

“Irecalved a message fiom
the airiine saying the flight
would not operate. But later,
my tour operator informed
me that It was running, so we
rushed to Dubal airport, " Ran-
Jan sald.

He described the crowd at
the Dubal alrport 4s “huge”
and said airline staff told them
thelr names ware not on the
passenger lst. “1 approached
one official at the airport who

helped me get seats on a fiight
Later this weak," he added.

Rescue efforts

Towr operators satd they were
coordinating to get as many
stranded passengers out of
West Asia as possihle.

“We are coordinating with
alrlines and stranded passen-
Ee1s to get them outof the war
zone,” sald Amin Asghar, pres-
1dent of Skal International
Kolkata and director of A and
A Travel Zone.

“Those stranded are feal-
Ing insecure and Inconven-
fenced. Now, more flights are
linad up to come to Caleutta,™
sald Anjani Dhanuka, chair-
man of the Travel Agents
Asgociation of India, eastern
reglon
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Rising op costs, fares add to
West Asia flight nightmare

10-12% Hike In
Gulf Fares
Unavoidable,
Hint Airlines

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The expanding
war in West Asia is giving
twin nightmares to airlines
— especially Indian ones due
tothe closureof Pakistanair-
space to them — and passen-
gers stuck here and abroad.
Connectivity remains
the primary concern as
bringing Indians stranded
overseas safely home is the
highest priority. Second, a
sharp hike in operating
costs for airlines along with
a demand-supply mismatch
has led to fares skyrocket-
ing for passengers. Airlines
sav a minimum 10%-12%
hike in West Asian fares is
unavoidable even as they
keep an eye on changing air-
space closures in war zones.
Air India has done a pay-
load analvsis and if Saudi
and Oman airspaces get im-
pacted, its flights to Europe,
UK and North America will
become unviable. Govt is yet
to clear Air India's request to
allow its Boeing 787-9s (not

Connectivity remains the
primary concern as bringing
Indians stranded overseas safely
home is the highest priority

Al'slegacy Dreamliners)and
Airbus A350s to fly from Del-

hi to Leh, enter China pass-

ing a waypoint called Hotan,
and then take the Central
Asia route to the west — by-
passing the entire war zone.
“The B787-9 and A350s
have additional oxvgen stor-
agewhichallowsthemalong-
er time to descend to 10,000
feet by flying out of the high-
terrain region in case of sin-
gle-engine failure. All stud-
ies have been done and this
has been found technically
feasible,” said a person famil-
iarwith the deliberations.
Al has made a strong case
for getting clearance for the
Hotan route, saying it will rid
itof the “constant nuisance”
of Pakistan airspace closure.
Western airlines like
Lufthansa and United are
not impacted much by the

Emirates resumes
‘reduced schedule’

New Delhi: Emirateson
Thursday said it was
“operating a reduced flight
schedule until further notice™
thanks tothe “limited reopen-
ing of airspace"”. Among the
destinations being served are
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad,
Kochi, Mumbai and
Thiruvananthapuram.

West Asian crisis when it
comes to flights to and from
India thanks to Pakistan air-
space beingopen to them.
The increase in operat-
ing costs of carriers has led
to a rise in ticket prices,
with demand-supply mis-
match adding to thefire. For
instance, an Indian study-
ing in Ireland who came to
New Delhi in Feb to attend
his grandfather's last rites
now faces fares of up to
Rs4lakh toreturntocollege.
A senjor executive at an
Indian airline said: “Insur-
ance costs for flights to West
Asia have soared by as much
as Rs 30 lakh to 40 lakh for a
wide body's return trip and
Rs 90 lakh to Rs 1 crore for a
wide body’s return journey
Aviation turbine fuel price
this month was hiked by 6%.
The rupee keeps crashing to

Bones found in
captain’s cabin

Patna: Four days after the
captain of oil tanker ‘Skylight’,
along with a crew member,
went missing after the ship was
attacked in the Gulf of Oman,
family members gotan update
Thursday that some bones
were recovered from his cabin.
The captain, Ashish Kumar, isa
resident of Bettiah in Bihar's
West Champarandistrict. tuy

new all-time lows. We have to
take much longer routes. Qur
costs have gone through the
roof. The flights to West Asia
hardly have any passengers
and are full on the way back.”
With flights reduced and
huge uncertainty over oper-
ations, airlines say they are
having a tough time selling
tickets. “Weareunable tosell
inventory on these flights in
advance and filling up air-
eraft on short notice is lead-
ingtolow flight loads, result-
ing in a higher cost of oper-
ation,” an executive said.
“Pakistan airspace clo-
sure started on April 24, 2025,
and operating costs for Indian
carriers with substantial wes-
tern operations like Al Group
and IndiGo have risen since
then. We have been asking
for fiscal relief like from ex-
ciseor GST," said an official.
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Flyers struggle to come back
due to repeated cancellations

Nithya.Mandyam
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Passengers try-
ing to return to Bengaluru
from Gulf countries are fa-
cing days of uncertainty
with repeated flight cancel-
lations and shifting schedu-
les leaving many stranded.

Travellers said even after
airlines issued fresh tickets
following earlier cancella-
tions, several flights were
cancelled again. “We were gi-
ven another ticket after our
firstflight was cancelled, but
that also got cancelled at the
last minute. Every day we
are told to wait for updates.
There is absolutely no clari-
ty on when we can return to
Bengaluru,” sald Aravind
Menon, a passenger stran-
ded in Dubai.

Shilpa Krishnamurthy,
an IT employee in Bengalu-
ru, said she is looking for al-
ternative routes like many
others to get back home to
her family from Dubai. “We
are looking at options of tra-
vel via Doha, Muscat or Ku-
wait City because direct
flights are getting cancelled
again and again. I'm tired of
staying ina hotel room.”

IRAN CRISIS

Passengers departing
from Bengaluru also expres-
sed concern over flights ope-
rating with heavily restric-
ted passenger loads. “Many
of us are worried about tra-
velling right now because the
situation keeps changing and
we don’t know if flights will
operate  normally.  Some

flights are operating with on-
ly about 50 passengers from
Bengaluru to Dubai,” said
Mohammed Faroog, who
planned to travel for business.
Operations at Kempe-
gowda International Air-
port(KIA)continued to beaf-
fected Thursday, with 30
flights cancelled (14 arrivals
and 16 departures). Despite
the disruptions, some servi-
ces continued to operate
with adjustments. Emirates
flight EK566 from Dubai ar-
rived in Bengaluru with 358
passengers at 6.35pm, before
departing at 8.20pm with 203
passengersas EK567.

33 tourists from Ballari fly back home

hirty-three ofthe 35 tourists  resuming, the tourists left

from Ballari district who
were stranded in Dubai got
back to Bengaluru Thursday.

They had travelled from
Ballari to Dubaiusing the
services of a travel agency and
werescheduled to fly backto
India on Feb 28. However, flight
pperations were suspended
amid the West Asia conflict,
leaving the group stranded for
four days. But with services

Dubai at10.45pm Wednesday
and landed in Kochi, Kerala,
before boarding a connecting
flight to Bengaluru. They
arrived on Thursday morning,
where Ballari Rural MLA B
Nagendra received them atthe
airport and welcomed them
with bouguets. Of the group, a
woman stayed backin Dubai
along with her husband over
health-relatedissues. Tun
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Several Other Int’l Routes Too See Steep Hike

Direct flight from
London at %2.5L as
airfares skyrocket

Times News NeTwork

Hyderabad: Flying back ho-
me has become significantly
more expensive for Hyderaba-
dis abroad, as airlines sharply
hiked fares amid disruptions
caused by the ongoing war bet-
ween the United States and
Iran.

Airfares on several inter-
national routes to Hyvderabad
have surged steeply, with some
long-haul tickets reaching un-
precedented levels. For instan-
ce, a direct flight from London
to Hyderabad on Friday was
priced at nearly Rs 2.51akh, se-
veral times higher than the
usual fare.

Passengers travelling from
Gulf countries also faced a si-
milarsurge. Airfares fromma-
jor Gulf destinations to Hyde-
rabad increased sharply by al-
most 200% over the past few
days, as limited flight availabi-
lity and rerouting continued
to affect schedules.

Surprisingly, while Oman-
based airlines continued to
charge near-normal fares for
flights between Muscat and
Hyderabad, several Indian

carriers reportedly priced
tickets two to three times hig-
her on comparable routes,

Travel agents said the spi-
ke was largely due to reduced
flight capacity, cancellations,
and high demand from pas-
sengers trying to return to In-
diaamid uncertainty in there-
gion. With fewer direct flights
operating and some airspace
restrictions still in place, ma-
ny travellers were left with li-
mited options and higher fa-
res, they said.

Meanwhile, on Thursday
another nine flights from the
Gulf landed in Hyderabad
from Abu Dhabi, Jeddah, Mu-
scat, Sharjah, Rivadh, Madina
and Fujairah.
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Vij-Hyd IndiGo
flight aborted after
technical glitch

Venu.Lanka@timesofindia.com

Vijayawada: A potential
mishap was averted at the
Vijavawada international
airport on Thursday after a
Hvderabad-bound IndiGo
flight was forced to make an
emergency haltdue toatech-
nical problem.

The flight had 70 pas-
sengers on board, including
Andhra Pradesh minister
Gottipati Ravi Kumar, and
MLAs Kanna Lakshminara-
vana, and Prathipati Pulla-
rao, along with several other
political leaders, officials.

According to airport so-
urces, the aircraft began its
take-off when the pilot de-
tected atechnical fault inthe
engine. Acting swiftly, the pi-
lot stopped the aircraft on
the runway and aborted the
take-off. Following the inci-
dent, the flight was cancel-

70 PASSENGERS ON BOARD

led and the passengers were
safely deboarded. While ma-
ny travellers waited for furt-
her arrangements from the
airline, some opted to conti-
nue their journey by road.
Lakshminarayana repor-
tedly left for Hyvderabad by
road after the cancellation.

Alrport officials said the
pilot's prompt action helped
prevent any danger and en-
sured that the aireraft rema-
ined safely on the runway
Engineers are currently ex-
amining the aircraft to iden-
tify the exact cause.
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278 flights
cancelled amid
West Asia crisis

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

KEW DELHI, MARCH G
At least 278 flights scheduled
to be operated on Faday by
Indian domestic carriers to
and from destinations in West
Asia were cancelled amid
ongoing developments in the
region and restnctions on key
girspace routes, the Ministry
of Civil Aviation said.
According to offidals, a
total of 96 flight operations
were conducted by Indian
carriers to and from various
destinations across West Asia,
However, the evolving situa-
tion and resulting airspace
restrictions forced airlines to
cancel hundreds of services
as a precautionary measiie,
The disruption comes as
several airlines continue to
adjust flight paths and sched-
ules due to limited access to
parts of West Asian arspace.
Aviation authorities said the
restrictions  have affected
multiple sectors and airlines
were constantly reviewing
operations while prioritising
passenger safety.

Passenpgers  have  been
advized to keep a close watch
an the latest flight updates
andd remain attentive to com-
munication shared by their
respective airlines through
repistered contact details,
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