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TN to finalise location for
Hosur airport by next month

E T B SIVAPRIYAN
CHENNAI, DHNS

y April, the Tamil Nadu
Bgovernment is expected
to finalise the location
for an airport being planned
for the industrial city of Hosur
withadetailed study of the two
shortlistedsitesbythe Airports
Authority of India (AAI) likely
to be completed in a week.
AAl is currently undertak-
ing a detailed survey of two
sites, including villages locat-
ed close to the private airport
owned by Taneja Aviation and
Aerospace Limited (TAAL) in
Belagondapallinear Hosur.
Once the AAI submits the
report, the DMK dispensation
in Tamil Nadu will discuss it
threadbare and finalise the
“best location” in terms of
connectivity, land availability,

and less problematic, sourc-
es aware of the development
told DH.

“Less human habitation,
less disturbances, no major
water bodies in the vicinity,
and the extent of availability
of government land are some
of the keyfactors thatwill help
finalise the site location. We
are expecting the AAl report
will be detailed enough for us
totakeacall,”asourcetold DH.

The two sites being studied
were shortlisted after a sur-
vey by AAI of five locations
suggested by the Tamil Nadu
government. “We will hope-
fully decide on the location by
April,” another source added.

The development comes
close on the heels of the Kar-
nataka government scouting
for land for a second airport
for Bengaluru besides the ef-

forttooperationalize the HAL
airportin the heartof the state
capital.

While the airport will come
up in Hosur, it is also likely to
cater to the needs of people
from South Bengaluru due to
its proximity to the Tamil Nadu
town. At the DH Bengaluru
2040 Summiton February 21,
Air Deccan founder Captain
G R Gopinath said Karnataka
shouldn’t object to building
of an airport in Hosur, whose
economy he said was based on
Bengaluru.

Sources said once the lo-
cation is decided, the govern-
ment will set in motion the
process of acquiring land and
in-principle approval from the
Union Government for which
the Bengaluru International
Airport Limited has to issue a
No Objection Certificate.
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Flyers have to wait longer for second
cab pick-up point at Chennai airport

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

Air passengers were initial-
ly relieved when it was an-
nounced that an additional
cab pick-up point would be
set up near the T1 domestic
terminal at Chennai Inter-
national  Airport  this
month. However, much to
their disappointment, they
will have to wait for anoth-
er two months for its open-
ing and, in the meantime,
continue to take the long
walk to the multi-level car
parking lot.

The delay is attributed
to the ongoing plaza and
landscaping work opposite
the T1 terminal. Passengers
flying into the Chennai air-

Passengers walking towards
the multi-level car parking at
the Chennai airport.

port have had to struggle
to board a cab. As soon as
they exit the arrival hall,
they are forced to carry
their baggage to the se-
cond level of the parking
lot to get a cab.

The Airports Authority
of India (AAI) had drawn
flak over this arrangement

and there had been a de-
luge of complaints from air
passengers on social media
platform X. This eventually
led to the decision to rein-
troduce a second cab pick-
up point opposite the TI
terminal, where it was ori-
ginally located.

‘Installing canopy’

AAl officials stated that
they were working on
sprucing up the area oppo-
site the T1 terminal with
landscaping and seating ar-
rangements, providing
passengers a place to sit
and relax. “We are placing
canopies now. Unfortu-
nately, it took us some time
to finalise the design of the
canopy. After the canopy

collapse in Delhi, we want-
ed to make sure the ones
we install here were sturdy
and secure. Now, we are
facing a manpower issue,
which we are trying to re-
solve. By the end of April,
the landscaping work will
be completed, and in May,
the cab pick-up can begin
from this location,” an offi-
cial said.

Sathish Galley, a fre-
quent flyer, said he re-
turned to Chennai from
Hyderabad last week and
found it tiresome to get to
the parking lot of the air-
port. “Walking to the mul-
ti-level parking lot with my
luggage after a delayed
flight was extremely ex-
hausting,” he said.
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Surat Airport activists demand

FPJ NEWS SERVICE
SURAT
The We Want Working

Afrport Group (WWWAS)
has renewed its demand for
24x7 operations at  Surat
International Airport,
emphasizing the need for
enhanced staffing, security,
and technical support. In a
crucial meeting with Airport
Director Anand Sharma on
Wednesday, WWWAS core
members discussed key devel-
opmental aspects and oper-
ational challenges affecting
the airport.

One of the primary concerns
raised was the urgent installa-

Ciicior as

e R el g e

tion of approach lights at the
airport. The group highlighted
that the absence of anadequate
approach light system poses
operational limitations, and
they sought clarity on the time-
line and approvals required for

its impleme ntation.

WWWAS also stressed the
need for boosting air connec-
tivity by engaging with air-
lines to introduce new
domestic and international
routes. The  discussion

24x7 ops

covered strategies to encour-
age carriers to consider Surat
as a viable hub, along with
possibilities of expanding
international cargp services.
The group emphasized
strengthening logistics, cus-
tomsclearance, and cargo ter-
minal facilities © enhance
Surat’s role in global trade.

Another critical point
raised was the improvement
of passenger amenities at the
airport. The group urged
authorities to prioritize pas-
senger comfort and push for
the airport’s inclusion in the
Passenger Outreach
Campaign (POC) to improve
overall service quality
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Noida airport set to

miss start date for
commercial flights

Vinod Rajput
vinod rajput@htlive.com

GREATER NOIDA: The Noida
International Airport Limited
(NIAL), the agency tasked with
overseeing the construction of
the Noida greenfield interna-
tional airport in Greater Noida's
Jewar, said on Thursday that the
commencement of commercial
flight operations may be delayed
as the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) is likely to
issue the aerodrome licence only
by April 30.

Commercial operations at the
airport were earlier scheduled to
start on April 17 this year, Now,a
new date will be picked on
March 10, during a review meet-
ing chaired by Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Yogi Adityanath.

The meeting is also likely to
finalise details such as flight
schedules, the number of flights,
and the categories of services to
be launched initially.

Meanwhile, the publication of
the Aeronautical Information
Publication (AIP) for Noida air-
port by Airports Authority of
India (AAI), which was sched-
uled to take place on Thursday,
was also deferred as there are

several works still pending at the
airport, said officials.

The publication of AIP marks
the airport’s formal inclusion in
global aviation records. Follow-
ing the publication of AIP, other
essential steps, such as ticketing
services and flight scheduling,
will be initiated.

Also, clearance from the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security
will be required before flight
operations can begin, said offi-
cials. “The new date for com-
mencement of commercial oper-
ations at Noida airport will be
decided on March 10, when CM
Adityanath will review the
progress,” said Arun Vir Singh,
chief executive officer, NIAL.

International flight services
may not commence on the first
day of operations, and only
domestic flights are expected to
start that day, said officials. This
is because the upper floor of the
terminal building, designated for
international passengers, is still
under construction and lacks
adequate passenger facilities.

These issues were discussed
during a high-level meeting con-
ducted by DGCA on Wednesday
following a review of the overall
progress on the project.
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YatriSathi app cab offers service with mobile-freebooking at airport

RAJIB CHAKRABORTY
KOLKATA, SMARCH

Ina groundbreaking move to
enhance passenger conven-
ience, the West Bengal gov-
ernment has launched the
Yatri Sathi app cab service at
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International (NSCBI) Airport,
Kolkata.

Theinitiative aims to assist
international and domestic
passengers who often face dif-
ficulties in booking app-based
cabs due to phone battery
issues or the absence of an
active SIM card while travelling
abroad. The Yatri Sathi app
cab service has collaborated
with a Bengaluru-based IT
company tointroduce a special
booking kinskat Kolkata Airport.
Passengers without a mobile
phone canvisit the front office
ofthekiosk, where an executive

will generate a special OTP
and bookacabontheirbehalf.
The system does not require
the passengertouse theirown
mobile number or any app-
enabled device. This service
comes at no additional cost,

in advance about their route,

fare, and payment details
before confirming the book-
ing.

EA senior official from the
IT company behind the Yatri
Sathiapp, revealed thatmajor
airports like Mumbai, Delhi,
Chennai, and Bengaluru are
also being considered for

implementing thisservice hav-
ing mobile-free booking. Many
interational travellers face
difficulties in booking app
cabs due to non-functional
roaming SIMs, making this
initiative highly beneficial.
State minister of information
technology and electronics

Babul Supriyostated that chief
minister Mamata Banerjee
has emphasised the need for
high-quality transport services
for international passengers,
businessdelegates, and tourists
arriving at Kolkata Airport
from Yatri Sathi app cab.
Speaking at the launch
event, Supriyo introduced
"The Clean Cab Promise,”
highlighting Kolkata's nostalgic
connection with taxis. "Taxis
haveahistoric and sentimental
value in Kolkata. International
tourists and travellers from
across India have a special
fondness forthem. That's why
we are ensuring clean and
well-maintained taxis at the
airport,” he said. To support
this, free cleaning kits have
been provided to ensure cabs
remnain spotless. Sukesh Kumar
Jain, 1G traffic, clarified that
Yatri Sathi is not competing

with private app-based cabs
but aims to provide an afford-
able and accessible transport
solution. The initiative has
already on-boarded 90,000
drivers, and additional bike
taxishave also been introduced.
Beyond Kolkata, the Yatri Sathi
service will soon be available
at Bagdogra Airport, allowing
passengers without mobile
phones to book cabs seam-
lessly.

Moreover, major railway
stations, including Howrah,
Sealdah, Asansol, Durgapur
and Siliguri will also offer
mobile-free cab booking serv-
ices. Thisinitiativeis expected
to redefine public transport
accessibility, ensuring that
passengers, especially foreign
travellers and those facing
mobile connectivity issues
can travel hassle-free across
Bengal.
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Kannadaactressarrestedfor ‘smuggling’14.8 kg gold at Bengaluru Airport

AGENCIES
BENGALURU, 5MARCH

The arrest of Kannada film
actress Ranya Rao, daughter
of a senior IPS officer in
Karnataka, has exposed a
major gold smuggling oper-
ation. Investigations by the
Directorate of Revenue Intel-
ligence (DRI) revealed that
the 31-year-old actress used
anunusual method to evade
security checks -- she
attached 14 gold bars to her
thighs using adhesive,
wrapped them with tape,
and concealed them under
a crepe bandage.

Officials described her
arrest as one of the biggest
breakthroughs in recent gold
smuggling cases.

So far, authorities have
seized 17.29 kg of gold and
cashin the case. This includes
14.8 kg of gold worth Rs
12.56 crorerecovered at the
airport, Rs 2.06 crore worth
of gold from her Bengaluru
residence, and apart from

that Rs 2.67 crore in cash.

Ranya Rao was appre-
hended on Monday night
upon her arrival at Kempe-
gowda International Airport
in Bengaluru on an Emirates
flight from Dubai. The DRI,
acting on prior intelligence,
deployed a four-member
team at the airport, antici-
pating her arrival.

Sources revealed that she
had made four trips to Dubai

in just 15 days, raising sus-
picions. Investigators suspect
she may have been smuggling
gold on multiple occasions.

Authorities say Ms Rao
exploited her father’s position
-- Director General of Police
(Police Housing Corporation)
-- to avoid scrutiny at the
airport.

Upon landing, she would
reportedly call police per-
sonnel to pick her up, who

then escorted her home.

Officials are now probing
whether any police officers
were complicitin the smug-
gling netwaork.

Following her arrest, the
DRI raided her upscale
Lavelle Road apartment in
Bengaluru on Wednesday,
where she paid Rs 4.5 lakh
in rent. The search led to
the discovery of additional
gold and cash, taking the

Sources revealed
that the actress had
made four trips to
Dubai in just 15 days,
raising suspicions.
Investigators suspect
she may have been
smuggling gold on
multiple occasions.

total seizure to Rs 17.29 kg
of gold and Rs 2.67 crore in
cash.

Her father, Ramachandra
Rao, has distanced himself
from the case, stating they
havenot beenin touch since
her marriage four months
ago.Ranya Rao, known for
her role opposite Kannada
superstar Sudeep in
‘Maanikya’, has also acted
in other South Indian films.

Shewas produced in court
on Tuesday and remanded
tojudicial custody as inves-
tigations continue into her
smuggling network and pos-
sible accomplices.
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Noida airport to miss April date, second delay in its launch timeline

Aditya.Dev@timesofindia.com

Noida: The launch of Noida Inter-
national Airport will be delayed
beyond the targeted commission-
ing date in April because work on
the terminal building will not be
completed in time for all the clear-
ances to come in before passenger
operations can begin.

Thiswill be the second delay for
the airport, which was earlier
scheduled for launch by Oct 2024.

The airport’s progress was dis-
cussed at a meeting chaired at the
site by directorate general of civil
aviation (DGCA) Faiz Ahmed Kid-

wal on Wednesday. The terminal
building remains under construc-
tion. The first floor, meant for do-
mestic passengers, 1s around 70%
complete, but the international
passenger floor above it is expect-
ed to take longer.

While this means the process
of clearances will begin latefor the
airport, international flights may
not start at the same time as do-
mestic flights. The airport, before
it can begin commercial oper-
ations, needstohave anaerodrome
licence from DGCA, which accord-
ing to current timelines, is unlike-
Iv to happen before April 30. It will

also require clearance from the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS). DGCA grants an aero-
drome licence based on recom-
mendations from Airports Au-
thority of Indiaand BCAS.

Noida International Airport
Ltd (NIAL), the state govt’'s special
purpose vehicle overseeing the
project, had earlier said the air-
port would start with 28 routes, 25
domestic and three international,
from the first day of operations,
which was set for Apr17.

Afinaldecisionontheairport’s
operational timeline is expected
after a meeting in Lucknow on

March10chaired by chief minister
Yogi Aditvanath. “The flight
schedule, number of flights and
categories of services that will be
launched initially will be finalised
at that meeting. A comprehensive
reportonthecurrentstatusof Noi-
da International Airport will be
presented before the CM,"” said
NIAL CEO Arun Vir Singh.
Themeetingwill beattended by
Tata Sons chairman N Chandra-
sekaran, Tata Projects MD and
CEO Vinayak Pai, civil aviation
secretary V Vualnam, Zurich In-
ternational Airport MD Daniel
Bircher and NIA CEO Christoph

Schnellmann. Tata Projects holds
the engineering contracts for Noi-
daairport. Zurich is the concessio-
naire for the airport. Officials
from DGCA will also be present.

Sources said during an inspec-
tion by the chief secretary on
Tuesday, it was found that the pace
of construction does not align
with the April deadline.

The Aeronautical Information
Publication (AIP), which contains
details essential for air naviga-
tion, is also yet to be published. Of-
ficials said the process would be
completed by Thursday. Following
the publication, essential process-

es like ticketing services and flight
scheduling can begin.

The airport’s runway, parallel
taxiway, and entry-exit taxiways
are fully complete. Nine aprons
have also been constructed, while
high-mast light installation is ex-
pected to be completed within this
month.

Discussions were also held on
Wednesday about transfer of air-
port security to Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF), which typi-
cally requires a month to fully san-
itise and secure an airport. The
formal handover to CISF is likely
to take place early April.
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Airport-Kilambakkam metro
rail link yet to get govt nod

Work OnDPR  RTI REPLY REVELATION

Began Over 3
Years Ago,
Says Activist

Ram Sundaram
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: The Chennal Air-
port-Kilambakkam metro ra-
il extension project remains
stuck, with Tamil Nadu govt
vet to approve it, an RTI reply
has revealed,

While the entire 63,246
erore Chennai Metro Rail Li-
mited (CMRL) Phase 2 project
was approved in 22 days and
forwarded to the Union govt,
the Airport-Kilambakkam
extension of Phase 1, costing
79,335 crore and meant to ine
prove connectivity to the so-
uthern suburbs, is pending
with the state finance depart-
ment.

Activist Dayanand Krish-
nan of Tambaram, who had

Chennal phase |

extensionupto | 3,770 July 2010 3.5 months

Wimco Nagar

Chennai phasell | 63,256 | Dec2018 22days

.Eﬁ:iﬂmn.t::;?nrgj 22,1080 July 2023 7months

" Nov 2021/Sept

et oy | s
I m d Feb 2025

Airport- | e (yet to be

Kilambakkam modifications) approved)

sought the information un-
der the RTI act, pointed out
that work on the Detailed Pro-
ject Report (DPR) began more
than three vears ago. “We ex-
pected the state govt to appro-
ve it before the upcoming bud-
get session (on March 14) and
send it to the Centre for fun-
ding assistance, But it rema-
ins on paper,” he sajd.

DPRs for the Coimbatore
and Madurai metro rail pro-
jects, which were submitted

only in July 2023, have alrea-
dy been approved, while the
Airport-Kilambakkam met-
ro remains stalled. “This cle-
arly shows that Tambaram is
being sidelined,” Krishnan
said.

Officials attribute the de-
lay to multiple design revi-
sions, The initial plan inclu-
ded an 18-20-metre-high corri-
dor for metro trains, but the
state highways department
proposed an elevated road

alongside it. That design was
later ruled out. A subsequent
plan for a two-tier structure,
with the metro at level-3 and
the road at level-2, was drop-
ped due to high costs. The f-
nal design now proposes met-
ro trains at level-2 and an ele-
vated road at levell along
GST Road and is awaiting sta-
teapproval

ADPR typically takes four
months to prepare, raising
guestions about why revi-
sions take years. Despite a
high-power committee under
former chief secretary V Irai
Anbu directing all depart-
ments in Nov 2022 to linalise
the DPR, bureaucratic delays
persist,

Asa resull, nearly 25 lakh
residents of Tambaram con-
tinue to sturuggle due to in-
adequate public transport.
“The sitnation worsened
with recent restrictions on
govt mofussil bus access to
Tambaram, highlighting the
lack of urgency in improving
infrastructure,” said B Ga-
nesh, a resident-activist from
Varadharajapuram.
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Collector affirms villagers’ support
for Mamnoor airport development

Shiva Kumar Pinna

Warangal: Asserting that the-
re are no obstacles to the sur
vey for land ac- -
quisition  for
Mamnoor air-
port, Warangal
district collec-
tor Dr Satva -
Sharada said [ SSSTTN
villagers are eager for develop-
ment and are fully supporting
the government. In an intervi-
ew with TOIon Wednesday, the
collector said all possibilities
are being taken into considera-
tion fordevelopment of theair-
port.

Locals are hopeful that the
govts will consider them for
Airports Authority of India
(AAL jobs and business oppor-
tunities around and inside the
airport.

Locals are hopeful that the
govts will consider them for
Airports Authority of India
(AAl) jobs and business
opportunities around and
inside the airport

“The Telangana govt is ke-
en on it, and steps will been ta-
ken to ensure its aesthetic ap-
peal,” Sharada sald. “The
govt's aim is to ensure that no
one is made a scapegoat. All
villagers have voluntarily co-
me forward to support the alr-
port.”

“There are no obstacles
to the survey for land acquisi-
tion. Only 84 acres of land in
Gadipally village, of 235 acres,
has been identified and the
survey is still in progress. The
land survey for other two villa-

ges — Nalakunta and Nakala-
pallv — has been completed,
while the survey for Gadipally
InGunturpally isongolng,” sa-
id Sharada. Shestated that peo-
ple from areas surrcunding
Mamnoor Airport have ex-
pressed  their readiness to
hand over the land. The dis-
trict administration had issu-
ed anotification for land acqui-
sitlon in December 2024, and
the statutory period of 90 days
isset toend in March.

The collector visited the
villages and gathered informa-
tion from Gunturpally wvilla-
gers. She assured that the cur-
rent 30-foot-wide road would be
strengthened and expanded to
il feet. This road will be easily
accessible for villagers of
three surrounding villages —
Nakalapally, Nalakunta, and
Gadipally,
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Flight makes
landing at RGIA,
flyer declared
dead on arrival

Hyderabad: A flight made an
emergency landing at the Ra-
jiv Gandhi International Air-
port (RGLA) early Wednesday
due to a health problem of a
passenger on board.

The Qatar Airways flight
(R 642) was en route from Do-
ha to Dhaka when the pilot re-
guested permission to land at
around 300 am after a female
passenger developed severe
health complications. The pas-
senger was taken totheairport
medical facility where she was
pronounced dead.

Following the necessary
procedures, the Dight resumed
its journey at 3:42 am. The offi-
cials onsured a medical re-
sponse and minimal disrup-
fion to flight operations. A
probe into passenger's medi-
cal condition is underway mww
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‘Aircraft Objects Bill will make
GIFT City an aviation leasing hub’

Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

The proposed Aircraft Ob-
jects Bill is expected to pro-
pel India’s GIFT City, or Gu-
jarat International Finance
Tech-city-based  Interna-
tional Financial Services
Centre, toan aviation leasing
hub along with lowering the
cost for the domestic airline
industry, Boeing India and
South Asia President Salil
Gupte told businessline.

businesslinewas the firstto
report in January 2025 that
the Union Cabinet had ap-
proved the Protection and
Enforcement of Interests in
Aircraft Objects Bill, 2024, to
usher in further reforms in
the civil aviation sector.

LEASING COST

The Bill is designed to lower
leasing cost of airlines. At
present, the Bill is before the
Rajya Sabha; it is expected to
be passed in the next session
of Parliament, which is to be-
gin on March 10, 2025.

If passed by Parliament,
the resulting Act could po-
tentially reduce airfares by
ensuring a lower risk
premium paid to lessors. The
Act will guarantee lessors ab-
solute rights to repossess
their leased aircraft in case of
a payment default by an air-

Salil Gupte, President,
Boeing India & South Asia

line or an operator. Besides,
the Bill presents some vari-
able benefits for lessors to
set up shop at GIFT City,
such as stronger legal cer-
tainty, streamlined asset re-
covery, increased investor
confidence, reduced leasing
costs for airlines, and a grow-

ing  aviation financing
ecosystem.
The Act’s enshrined bene-

fits for the GIFT City are im-
portant for India as the ma-
jority of commercial aircraft
in India are leased and an-
other 1,700 are on order. Till
now, airlines in India de-
pended on lessors based out
of Ireland or Dubai among
other places. According to
Gupte, the Act will not only
bring in much-needed re-
form in the sector but also
boost the prospects of the
multi-billion-dollar business
at the GIFT City. “The Air-

craft Objects Bill is expected
to benefit India’s aviation
sector by lowering costs, en-
hancing security, and at-
tracting more leasing firms,”
Gupte said.

“It will reduce leasing and
financing costs for airlines
while boosting lessor confid-
ence in Indian carriers, ex-
panding their financing op-
tions. Additionally, the Bill is
a significant step forward for
GIFT City, addressing a reg-
ulatory  challenge and
strengthening its position as
an aviation leasing hub,” he
further said. As per some in-
dustry estimates, India-
based airlines would have
had to bear nearly 310,000
crore due to high-risk premi-
ums if a Bill such as the Air-
craft Objects Bill, 2024 was
not considered. On the
Budget, Gupte pointed out
that it aims to strengthen In-
dia’s air cargo sector by re-
cognising its vital role in ex-
port and economic growth.

AIR CARGO INFRA

“Increased capital allocation
for air cargo infrastructure
development is expected to
create a robust ecosystem,
driving demand for air
freighters,” he said. Gupte
noted that India’s domestic
air cargo trade is forecast to
continue rapid growth at 6.9
per cent per year over the

next two decades, adding
that the expansion of India’s
e-commerce sector is con-
tributing to the demand for
“efficient and reliable” lo-
gistics and transportation
solutions.

FREIGHTER FLEET
India’s dedicated freighter
fleet nearly tripled over the
past six years, from six 757
freighters in 2017 to 18
freighters, including the 737-
800BCF, in 2024. In addition,
he said, India remains the
world’s fastest-growing
commercial aviation market
due to strong economic and
trade growth, as well as
rising household incomes
and investments in infra-
structure and development.

Recently, the global
aerospace major in its Com-
mercial Market Outlook
(CMO) predicted that South
Asia’s commercial aircraft
fleet will grow nearly four-
fold over the next 20 years to
2,835, propelled by the de-
mand from India-based air-
lines. Accordingly, 90 per
cent or over 2,500 aircraft
are expected to be delivered
to India-based airlines in the
next 20 vears, fuelled by
greater demand and rise in
air traffic, sustained eco-
nomic growth, connectivity,
and policies that support air
travel liberalisation.
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Air India flight returns to
Chicago due to technical issue

AnAir India flight from Chicago to Delhi returned to the US after
being airborne for more than ten hours on Thursday, with the
airline saying the return was due to a technical issue. However, a
source aware of the matter said that the aircraft had to return as
many of the lavatories were clogged. The flight was operated with
a Boeing 777-337 ER aircraft and returned to Chicago's ORD airport
after beingairborne for overten hours, according to information
available on flight tracking website flightradar24.com. PTI
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IndiGo world's 2nd
fastest-growing
airline in seat capauty

At10.1% growth
in2024, itisonly
behind Qatar
Airways, which
grew 10.4%: OAG

SURAJEET DAS GUFTA
Rew Delni, & March

ndiGo Airfdines is the workd's

second fastest-srowing air-

line in terms of seat capacity,
whiich went up by 101 per cent in
2024 over the previous year. It is
only behind Qatar Airways,
whiich grew slightly faster at 104
per cont in the same period,
nccording to the latest data from
Official Aidine Guide {DAG)
based on 20 top airlines in
thie world,

That's not IndiGo's only

achievement in the global avia-
tion sweepstales. It has bocomo
the fastest-growing airline in the
world in terms of flight frequency
growth, which was up 9.7 per cent
in 2024, with its nearest rival
Qatar Airlines growing by 8.7 per
cent followed by LCC Ryan Air
(B4 per cent) in the same period.
InddiGGo was also fourth in the
pecking orderin terms of available
scat klometre growth, rising by 12
per cent, behind Chinese carriers
Air China (22 per cent), China
Eastern (M per cent), and China
South Airlines (1316 per cent ).
OAG points out that IndiGo
holds one of the largest aircraft
orders in the world with over 00
aircraft on order, and was the
largest recipient of 58 new Airtbus
aircraft durinmg 2024, although the
airline had around BO aincraft,
which were inactive with MRO
(maintenance, repair, and over
haul} and supply chain isswes.
I terms of capacity, 88.3 per
cent was deployed in the doimes-
tic skies and the rest were in the
international srena. While IndiG

Word's majorairine performance in different categories in 2026 (%)

Airfine Seat Flight frequency  ASK®
capacity growth groweth
(atar Airlimes 0.4 BT
IndiGo 0.1 ar 1.0
Ryan Air 9.2 3k
HKirChina a0
(hina Eastern Airfines 2.0
thina Southem Airlines B.6
" anrallble seat kilometre Soumes &G
i:rdiﬂitmﬂiﬁgizg::::}u:j IndiGo's 1st ever

capacity increased by 18.8 per
cent = the top markets being the
UAE (capacity grew 14.9 cent),
Sawdi Arabis (16, 1 per cent), and
Thailand {47.7 per cent). Qatar
was the only market where its
capacity dropped merginally.

According to OAG, IndiGo saw
its average domestic fare in 2024
come down to 592 compared to
£101 in 2023, In the international
space, the fare went up from 8267
im 2023 40 $273 in 2024.

The airline’s strong hold in
capacity in India’s key airports
can be seen from the fact that it
has a 40 per cent share of total
seat capacity in Delhi airport (in
terms of seats, it is the larpes
market), 43 per cent in Mumbusi,
53 per cent in Bengalum, 65 per
cent in Hyderabad, and 60 per
cent in Chennai.

In the domestic skies, IndiGo's
top five routes are Delhi-Mumbai,
Delhi-Bengalurn, Bengaluru-
Mumbai, Delhi-Hyderabad, and
Delhi-Kolkata.

long-haul flights
to Manchester
and Amsterdam

Expanding its international
operations, IndiGowill start
rian—-stop long-haul ffights
1o Manchester and Amster-
dam with the leased Bosing
T87-9 planes fram July this
year. Making the announ—
cement on Thursday, the
airfime said the developm-—
enlsignals a significant step
in its journey to become a
global player by 2030 and
aleo miake india a global
aviation hub. Also, the
cartler b evaluating multiple
markets in Europe for long-
haul lights. The airine said
thenewill be Ixweakly
flights each to Manchester
{the UK) and Amsterdam
{the Nethsrlands), I
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AIR INDIA SACKS
TRAINER PILOT
FOR LAPSES

New Delhi, March 5: Air
India on Wednesday said it has
terminated the services of a
trainer pilot for lapses and 10
pilots who underwent training
under the trainer pilot have
been removed from flying
duties pending investigation.

The latest action came after a
whistleblower alleged that a
simulator trainer pilot had
failed to properly discharge
his duties during recurrent
simulator training for pilots.

In a statement, the Tata
Groupowned airline said a
detailed probe was conducted
into the allegations, which
were corroborated after a
review of the evidence,

Without disclosing specific
details, Air India said the
trainer pilot's services are
being terminated.

“As a precaution, ten pilots
who underwent recurrent tra-
ining under the trainer pilot
have been removed from flying
duties pending further investi-
gation,” the airline said. Furt-
her, Air India said it voluntari-
ly reported the matter to avia-
tHon regulator DGCA and also
commended the whistleblower
for stepping forward.
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M IndiGo to Start Flights
to Europe this Summer

NEW DELHI IndiGo will
'&'&‘ mount direct flights to

\ Amsterdam and Manches-
ter this summer, signalling
itsentry into the long-haul interna-
tional travel market. The budget
carrier had sofar limited itself to
destinations within 7 hours flying
distance from India. IndiGo's foray
intothe lucrative air travel market
between India and Europe will pit it
against Tata Group-backed Air India,
currently the sole Indian operator of
direct flights to Europe. "These new
long-haul routes are steps towards
inching closer torealising our shared
vision to build India into a global
aviation hub,” said Pieter Elbers, chief
executive, IndiGo. —0ur Bureau
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IndiGo makeslong-haul debut

with Manchester,Amsterdam

IndiGo makeslong-haul debut

with Manchest

FEBUREAL

Mumbai, March & PIETER ELBERS,

CEQ, INDIGO
INDIA'S LARGESTAIRLINE by —_— —
market share, IndiGo, Today, weunlodka
announced on Thursday that ma_[ﬂwrjrunj}]ng
it w il launch direct long-haul dmﬁerhlmﬁﬂu’s
flights to Manchester and
Amsterdam starting in July. mm'
The routes will be operated India to
using the wide-body Boeing ihehmtnfEumpe

T87-9 aircraft, recently
acquired on a damp lease
from Norse Atlantie
Alnways
The Manchester ser

vice will be India’s only
non-stop connection
to thecity, asall
other
options

inchide at least one
stopover. These two
N will be the farthest
destinations served
by IndiGo.

The low-cost air
line, which has

fer,Amsterdam

been rapidly expanding its
international network with
recent additions like Sey-
chelles and Krabi, has so far
relied on codeshare agree-
ments with other airlines to
connect to larger global des-
tinations

Earlier this year, IndiGo
entered into a damp lease
agreement with Norse
Atlantic Alrways fora Boeing
787-9 aircraft, which began
operations on March 1, 2025,
The agreement was recently
expanded to include three
additional aircraft, set to join
the fleet in the second half of
theyear.

Cantinuved on Page &

Collectively. these aircraft
will enable IndiGo to make
an early entry into the long-
haul market and establish
itselfin Europewhile the air-
ine awaits the delivery of its
AlrbusA321 XLR and A350-
a00 aircraft from
10217 onwards

Pieter Elbers, chief execu-
tive officer, IndiGo said:
“Today, we unlock a new and
vory exciting chapter in
IndiGo’s growth |ourney,
connecting India to the heart
of Europe. We're thrilled to
announce our first-ever long-
haul destinations - Manche s-

terand Amsterdam.”

“India kas strong ties both
with the United Kingdom
and the Netherlands forbusi-
ness and tourism; and there
iza large Indian diaspora liv
ing in these countries,

*“These new flights will
benefit both our existing and
potential customers who fly
on these toutes,”
Elbers added,

The launch of flights to
Manchester (three times
weekly) and Amsterdam
(thres times weekly) is sub
ject to operational readiness
and regulatory approvals,
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IndiGo to
debut in
non-stop,
long-haul
international
flight services

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

IndiGo on Thursday an-
nounced its entry into non-
stop, long-haul internation-
al flights with the launch of
services to Manchester and
Amsterdam as its first Eu-
ropean destinations —
moving ahead of its earlier
plans.

The airline will offer
thrice weekly flights each
to Manchester and Amster-
dam from July 2025, “sub-
ject to completion of all op-
erational  preparedness
and regulatory approvals,”
the airline said in a press
statement.

The airline has taken de-
livery of a Boeing 7879 wi-
debody aircraft on wet
lease (leasing planes with
crew) from Norwegian car-
rier Norse Atlantic, which
will enable it to serve this
route. The aircraft com-
prises 56 of the newly
launched IndiGo Stretch
seats which offer more leg
room and better cushion-
ing, along with 282 econo-
my seats.

The airline said three
more of these Boeing
787-9s will be joining the
fleet in the second half of
2025. The airline with a ful-
ly narrow body fleet com-
prising A320s — except for
some Boeing 737 MAXs
leased to overcome the
shortage of planes due to
Pratt and Whitney engine
related groundings — also
has two Boeing 777 aircraft
wet leased from Turkish
Airlines.
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Air India flight returns to
Chicago over clogged loos

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An Air India flight
from Chicago to Delhi that
departed on Wednesday turned
around and landed back in the
American city 10 hours later
afterall but one of its lavatories
were clogged, according to peo-
ple aware of the matter.

The airline confirmed in a
statement on Thursday that
flight Al126 had to come back to
Chicago O'Hare International
Airport, citing a “technical
issue”, “All passengers and crew
disembarked normally and have
been provided with accommo-
dation to minimise inconven-
ience. Alternative arrangements

THE AIRLINE
CONFIRMED THAT
FLIGHT AlI26
RETURNED TO
CHICAGO O'HARE
INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT, CITING A
TECHNICALISSUE

are being made to fly the pas-
sengers to their destination,”
the company said in a state-
ment.

A person aware of the matter,
who asked not to be named, said
the decision to turn around was
made when nine of the 10 lava-

tories on the Boeing 777-300 ER
jet were backed up. “Only one of
the business class lavatories
was functional,” this person
said, adding that such problems
were not uncommon on ultra
long-haul flights operated by
Air India.

An expert, however, disa-
greed and said a problem of
such extent is unusual.
“Although it is not uncommon
for one or two vacuum toilets to
get clogged because passengers
often flush tissues or diapers, it
is next to impossible for all lava-
tories to be clogged due to only
passengers’ fault, and in a way
that it causes an emergency
diversion,” said Mark Martin,

continuedon-15

AIR INDIA

aviation consultant.

The person quoted above said
the exact cause of the fault was
not determined but suggested
that the system is intricate. “An
aircraft toilet uses a vacuum sys-
tem to flush. When you flush, a
valve opens, creating suction that
pulls waste into a holding tank
below the plane. The system uses
very little water and a blue chem-
ical to clean and deodorize the
bowl. The waste is stored until
the plane lands, when a special
truck empties it at the airport,”
this person said.

According to flight tracking
website Flightradar24, the plane
turned around roughly four
hours, 25 minutes after depar-
ture when it had just crossed the
Greenland coast. It departed
Chicago at 1lam on Wednesday
and landed back at around 9pm.

The specific aircraft, with the
tail number VT-ALQ, has a
capacity of 342 passengers,
including 303 economy class
seats. "Full refunds on cancella-
tion and complimentary resched-
uling are also being offered to
passengers if opted by them,” the
airline said in a statement.
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SpiceJet hit with new insolvency
claims from Irlsh lessors ex-pilot

Krishna Yadav

krishna.yadav@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: SpiceJet Ltd has
been hit with fresh insolvency
claims from three Ireland-based
aircraft lessors and a [ormer
pilot over defaults on rental and
employment dues, just as the
financially-strained airline pre-
pares to revive operations.

Three Irish lessors—NGF
Genesis Ltd, NGF Charlie Ltd,
and NGF Alpha Ltd—have
alleged that SpiceJet defaulted
on rental payments, with their
combined claims amounting to
$12.4 million.

These entities approached the
National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) after previously serving a
legal notice to the airline in
December, accusing it of theft of
aircraft parts, including engines,
from five leased Boeing 737
freighter planes. Additionally, a
former SpiceJet pilot, Devesh
Bbyan, has filed a claim for 31.70
crore towards unpaid employ-
ment dues for March 2020 to
August 2022,

During a brief hearing at the
Delhi bench of the insolvency
court, SpiceJet sought time to

The fresh claims addtoa
growing list of insolvency
petitions against SpiceJet. Pl

respond as its settlement talks
were underway. Consequently,
NCLT adjourned its hearing of
the lessors’ cases until April.

In the pilot's case, NCLT
directed the budget airline to file
a reply and the pilot to clarify
how his claims were not barred
under Section 10A of the Insol-
vency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC). As a temporary relief to
businesses affected by the pan-
demic years, IBC's Section 10A
bars insolvency proceedings for
defaults occurring on or after 25
March 2020—the day after India
implemented its first curfew fol-
lowing the pandemic.

These fresh claims add toa
growing list of insolvency peti-
tions against the financially
strained SpiceJet,

As of February, around 20
such cases had been filed with
the NCLT Delhi bench, primarily
by aircraft lessors, vendors as
well as pilots. Among these, five
have been settled and with-
drawn, while two are under set-
tlement discussions and two
have been dismissed. However,
seven cases are still pending.

Notably, none of the cases has
yetresulted in full-fledged insol-
vency proceedings.

In February, two former pilots
of the cash -strapped airline
approached the Delhi NCLT
seeking the court’sintervention
in declaring Spicejet bankrupt
over unpaid dues totalling 3
crore. The aircraft lessors in
these cases have accused the air-
line of both defaulting on dues
and alleged misappropriation of
parts from leased planes.

Meanwhile, SpiceJet is work-
ing to resolve its disputes with
creditors following its recent
3,000 crore fundraising
through a qualified institutional
placement of shares.
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Al sacks pilot trainer, 10
other pilots de-rostered

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Air India has termi-
nated a trainer pilot for alleg-
edly falsifying simulator train-
ing hours and de-rostered 10
pilots who received training
under this person, people aware
of the matter told HT, as the car-
rier disclosed the disciplinary
action to the aviation regulator.

The company informed the
Directorate General of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA) on Wednesday
about the dismissal of the head
of training, and duty suspen-
sions of the other pilots, follow-
ing a whistleblower complaint.

“As protocol, the airline
wrote to the civil aviation regu-
lator- the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) and
informed them that the head of
training was sacked by them for
violations of rules,” said an offi-
cial familiar with the develop-
ment.

The airline confirmed the
action in a statement: “Recently,
a whistleblower alleged that a
simulator trainer pilot had
failed to properly discharge his
duties during recurrent simula-
tor training for pilots. A detailed
investigation was conducted
and, following a review of the
evidence, the allegation was
corroborated. Accordingly, the
said trainer pilot's services are
being terminated. As a precau-
tion, ten pilots who underwent
recurrent training under the
trainer pilot have been removed
from flying duties pending fur-
ther investigation.”

The violations involved the trainer inflating the number of hours

that trainees went through in the simulator.

The airline declined to name
the trainer or the pilots.

A DGCA official acknowl-
edged receipt of the report, stat-
ing, “We have got their report
getting it examined.”

According to the official cited
in the first instance, the viola-
tions involved the now expelled
trainer inflating the number of
hours that trainees went
through in the simulator.

“Air India has voluntarily
reported the matter to the
Indian aviation regulator,
Directorate General of Civil Avi-
ation, as part of our voluntary
disclosure practice, and has
commended the whistleblower
for stepping forward,” the
spokesperson added.

An official aware of the mat-
ter, speaking on condition of
anonymity, provided additional
details: “A formal complaint
was lodged against a senior sim-
ulator trainer pilot, failing to
perform duties and misreport-
ing. After reviewing video foot-

HT ARCHIVE

age, conducting interviews and
analysing simulator logs, the
investigation [found] that the
senior pilot's behaviour was
inappropriate and against the
rules.”

The airline also revealed that
more than 30 Air India employ-
ees have been terminated for
various ethical breaches in 2024
alone, with numerous others
receiving other disciplinary
action.

The spokesperson explained
the company's ethics frame-
work: “Immediately following
the privatisation of Air India
under the Tata group, the air-
line implemented the Tata Code
of Conduct to establish clear
behavioural expectations and
accelerate cultural change to
that of a Tata Group Company.
This included comprehensive
training for all employees on
Tata's ethos and ethics-related
policies, such as anti-bribery,
anti-corruption and whistle-
blowing, among others.”
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Air India sacks trainer pilot
for lapses after detailed probe

Air India has terminated the services of a trainer
pilot following a whistleblower complaint
regarding lapses during simulator training and
grounded 10 of his trainees. “A whistleblower
alleged that a simulator trainer pilot had failed to
properly discharge his duties during recurrent
simulator training for pilots. A detailed
investigation was conducted and, following a
review of the evidence, the allegation was
corroborated,” the airline said. According to
airline sources, the trainer pilot used to impart
training for Boeing 787 aircraft. Allegedly, he had
misrepresented the number of hours for which
simulator training was carried out.
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Long-haul foray:
IndiGo to start
Manchester,
Amsterdam
flights from July

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
KEWY DELHI MARCH B

MAMNCHESTER AND Amsterdam
weill be the first long-haul dest-
ratiorns for India's lampest arlne
IndiGo, with flights expected to
be lavpched in july using the
witle-body Boeing 787 -9 aimcrall
that the camier recently ook an
damip bease from Morse Atlantic
Alrways

“The [lighis to Manchester
CInoweekly ) and Amsterdam | 3x
wieekly ) are expectad (o com-
mence in July 2025 subject to
cormpletion of al operational pre-
paredness and regulatory ap-
privals. With the armval of adds-
tional apcrafl [rom Norse Later
this year, the frequencies could
fusther grow, and in paralisd,
IndiGo is evaluating multple
other importank markets acmss
Europe to further expand iis
long-haul footprnt,” the aidine
said in a redease,

In addition o the damp-
leased aircralt that has already
beeninducted by IndiCo, the arr-
lire will be taking three more
Boeing 787-9 jets from Norse
Achintic ondamplease inthe sec-
ol Fall of this year, The alreadhy-
inducted wide-body jet is ini
tially beirg used i operate fights
betwasen Delhiand Bangko k. and
will be deployed for flights o
Amsterdam and Manchester,
st B ety From Julky
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Fresh insolvency claims
crowd Spicejet’s runway

New legal battles could further complicate the cash-strapped airline’s recovery

Kredia Yarks
krishna yadavilvemint com
MEW DELHI

picelet Lid has been hit with fresh insol-

vency claims from three reland-based

aircraft lessors and a former pilot over
defaults on rental and employment dues, just as
the financially-strained airline prepares (o
revive operations.

ThreeIrishlesors—NGF GenesisLtd, NGF
Charfie Ltd, and NGF Alpha Lid—have alleged
that Spicetet defanlted on rental payments,
with theireombined elaims amounting (o $12.4
million.

These entities approached the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) after previ-
ously serving a legal notice to the airline in
December. accusing itoftheft of aircraft parts,
including engines, from five lessed Boeing 737
freighter planes. Additionally, a former Spice-
Jet pilot, Devesh Bbyan, has filed a claim for
170 crore owards unpaid employment dues
for March 2020 to Angust 2022

Duringa brief hearingat the Delhi bench of

the insolvency court, Spicelet sought time to
respond asitssettlement talks were underway.
Consequently, NCLT adjourned its hearing of
the lessors” cases until April.

In the pilot s case. NCLT directed the budget
airlivee to file a reply and the pilotto claify how
his claims were not barred under Section 104 of

Irefand-based aircraft lessors have accused Spicejet of defaulting on rental dues.

Newably, none of the caseshas vet resultedin
flt-Aedged insolvency procesdings.

In February, iwo former pilots of the cash
-strapped sirine approached the Delhi NCLT
seeking the court's intervention in declaring
Spicejet hankrupt over nopaid dues tolalling T3
crore. The aircraft lessors in these cises have

the Insolvency and Bankmptey Code (IBC),

Asa tempaorary reliefto businesses
affected by the pandemic vears, IBC's
Section 10A bars insolvency pro-

accused the aifline ofboth defaulting on dues

BANKRUPTCY BLUES

| -

T aiirline's desmestic nurket share dropped
from 7.5% in January 20083 to 2.3% in August
024, with 36 of its aircrafi currently grounded.

According to the Directorate CGeneral of Civil
Aviation (DGCT), Spiceet had carried just over
sixmillion pessengers in 2024, holding a mar-
ket share of 3.7%.

To revive its operatioms, the airline plansto
bring 30 Boeing 737 MAX aircraft
back into service over al2-15month
period. On 29 January, Spicelet rein-

sedines for defanlts oc i IN D, the lessors A former Spicejet SPICEJET is worki troduced its first wded 737
her 25 March 2020 the dayafier Sevedslegalnotice, pioihascamed loresolvedsputes”  \jLV il onine
India implemented its first curfew ;ﬁgﬁﬁ%?f ,;LE ?,’;",,fﬁ‘gﬂ ha :lﬂ‘ng gﬁ?ﬂi Spicetet hid recently expanded its
fallowing the pandemic. freighter engines M0 to August 2022 througha QIP operational fleet by 55% during the

These fresh claims add to s grow- December quarter, adding 10 air-

i list of insolveney petitions azainst
the finanetally strained SpiceJet.

As of February, around 20 such cases had
been filed with the NCLT Delhi bench, prima-
rily by aireraft lessors, vendors aswell as pilots.
Amongthese, five have been setthed and with-
drwn, while two are under settlement discus-
sionsand two have been dismissed. However,

and alleged misappropriation of parts from
leased planes.
Mezvwhile, Spicelet is working to resolve its
isputes with ereditors following its recent
13,000 crore fundragsing througha qualified
institutional placement of shares.
Spicelet has Bwed severe financial and oper-

sevencases are still pending.

ational challenges sinee the pandemic struck.

craft—one everynine days.

This initiative had enabled the airine to
lnunch new routes and resume previously dis-
continued destinations.

Diesspiites this, its operational fleet renmins one
of the smallest in the industry at 28 aireraft, just
ahesd of Akass Alr @7), while more than halfof
its planes remain grounded due to financial

constraints and unpaid dues.
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Air India acts on whistleblower

allegations, sacks trainer pilot

NEW DELHI: Air India on
Wednesday said it has termi-
nated the services of a trainer
pilot for lapses and 10 pilots
who underwent training under
the trainer pilot have been
removed from flying duties
pending investigation.

The latest action came after
a whistleblower alleged that
a simulator trainer pilot had
failed to properly discharge his
duties during recurrent simula-
tor training for pilots.

In a statement, the Tata
Group-owned airline said a
detailed probe was conducted
into the allegations, which were
corroborated after a review of
the evidence.

Without disclosing spe-
cific details, Air India said the
trainer pilot’s services are being
terminated.

“As a precaution, ten pilots
who underwent recurrent
training under the trainer pilot
have been removed from flying
duties pending further investi-
gation,” the airline said.
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Without disclosing specific details, Air India said the trainer pilot's

services are being terminated

REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE

Further, Air India said it
voluntarily reported the mat-
ter to aviation regulator DGCA
and also commended the whis-
tleblower for stepping forward.

Details about the trainer
pilot and related action could
not beimmediately ascertained.

On some earlier occasions,
Air India had faced action from
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) for failing
to report certain incidents and
non-disclosures.

Tata Group took over loss-

making Air India from the gov-
ernment in January 2022, In
the statement, the airline said it
has implemented the Tata Code
of Conduct to establish clear
behavioural expectations and
accelerate cultural change to
that of a Tata Group company.

“This included com-
prehensive training for all
employees on Tata’s ethos and
ethics-related policies, such as
anti-bribery, anti-corruption
and whistleblowing, among
others,” it added. MPOST
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