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Apogee Aerospace places 3,500 crore
order with Australia's AAI for 15 planes

PTI

NEWDEHI
e

Apogee Aerospace has placed
an order for 15 amphibian air-
craft with Australia’s
Amphibian Aerospace
Industries (AAI) for o total
value of Rs 3500 crore as part
of a strategic collaboration.

Besides, the Indian com-
pany will invest Rs 500 crore to
establish tail-section manufac-
turing, maintenance and over-
haul facilities, training and
simulation infrastructure, and
advanced systems- integration
capabilities in India

This will be for the amphib-
ian planes of AAL which also

plans 1o set up a manufac -
ing facility for these planes in
India

The announcements made
on Thursday in the national
capital also come at a time
when the povernment is mak-
ing efforts to boost air connec-
tivity as well as encourage self-
rellance in the fast-growing
aviation and aerospace eco-

System.

Amphibian aireraft can
operateé on both water and
land. They are also known as
seaplanes.

The two companies are also
looking to tap the opportun-
ities in the country’s blue econ-
amy.

On Thursday AAl and
Apogee Aerospace announced
a strategic collaboration to
establish an amphibian avi-
ation ecosystem inthe country
that will be anchored by AAl's
Albatross 2.0 amphibious air-
craft platform.

Albatross 2.0 are transport
category planes that can have
up to 28 seats.
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at AAL 3 aviation regulators

A total of 2,645 positions are lying vacant at the
Airports Authority of India (AAI) and three
aviation regulators DGCA, BCAS and AERA, the
government said on Thursday. In a written reply
to Lok Sabha, MoS for Civil Aviation Murlidhar
Mohol said adequate steps are taken from time to
time to fill up vacancies under the ministry,
including its attached offices and regulatory
bodies. At the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation, there are 787 vacancies, largely due to
the creation of 441 additional posts as part of the
restructuring undertaken during 2022-2024. &
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Govt says 2,045 posts vacant at
AAl, three aviation regulators

NEW DELHI: A total of 2,645
positions are lying vacant
at the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) and three aviation
regulators DGCA, BCAS and
AERA, the government said
on Thursday.

Ina written reply to the Lok
Sabha, Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohaol said
adequate steps are taken from
time to time to fill up vacancies
under the ministry, including
its attached offices and regula-
tory bodies.

At the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA), there
are 787 vacancies, largely due to
the creation of 441 additional

The minister said
that at the AAl,
there are 1,667
vacancies pertaining
to direct recruitment
(executive) posts

posts as part of the restructuring
undertaken during 2022-2024.

The minister said that at
the Airports Authority of India
(AAI, there are 1,667 vacancies
pertaining to direct recruitment
(executive) posts.

“To address these, AAl has

expedited recruitment, rede-
ployed staff at operationally
sensitive airports, created addi-
tional ATCO posts in line with
expanding airspace require-
ments...," he said. ATCO refers
to Air Traffic Controllers.
According to the minister,
at the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) and Airports
Economic Regulatory Author-
ity of India (AERA), 180 and
11 positions are vacant, respec-
tively. “BCAS and AERA are
deputation-based organisa-
tions, vacancy circulars are
issued periodically to fill posts
in accordance with the pre-
scribed norms,” he added. ni
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City airport beats pvt majors;
tops on-time flights operations

Venkadesan.S

@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Despite all its
shortcomings, Chennai air-
port, maintained by the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AALl), scored better in the
on-time performance of
scheduled airlines — the ti-
mely operation of domestic
flights — in Dec 2025 than
the modern private airports
in the country.

According tothe directo-
rate general of civil avia-
tion's (DGCA) monthly traf-
fiedata, Chennaiairport re-
gistered 80% on-time per-
formance of flights, while
Bengaluru trailed behind
with 70,9%. Hyderabad se-
cured third place, followed
by Kolkata and Delhi. The
performance of the six ma-
jor airports was calculated
based on the timely opera-
tions of major airlines such
as Alliance Air, Air India,
Air India Express, Akasa
Air, IndiGo, and SpiceJet.

Experts opined that
Chennai's better perfor-
mance was due to its lower
traffic compared to other
major airports, but AAToffi-
cials said it was due to a
combination of factors, in-

FILEPHOTO

Chennai airport r-:-gnstored 80% on-time perfnrmance of flights

cluding the ground hand-

ling capacity of the respec-
tive airlines, infrastructu-
re, runway availability, the
capability to handle pas-
sengers in the security hold
area, and security con-
cerns. “DigiYatra reduced
the waitingtime of passeng-
ers considerably, as the first
security check is happening
seamlessly with prior regi-
stration,” said an official.
Chennai airport often
comes under severe criti-
cism for being passenger-
unfriendly, from the pick-up
point to poor signage, tho-
ugh AAIT officials said they

addressed each complaint.

Among the airlines, Air
India Group topped the list
of on-time performance
withrespect to the six major
airports, followed by Indi-
Go, Alliance Air, and Akasa
Air. An Air India Express
spokesperson said this was
the third time in a vear they
topped the list due to proac-
tive steps initiated. “Since
fogev conditions decide
flight operations during
Dec, we held a daily review
meetingon the previousday
and planned the next-day
operations,” said the spoke-
Sperson.
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AERA should have own
appellate tribunal: IATA

DEEPAK PATEL
Farw Dl & February

The Afrports Ecosionmic Riyi-
bory  Authority (AERAL
which reguliles apronsiical
tariffsand chantiesat msjar nir-
ports, ahoild have #is own
appeliste tribimal tot Tufly
unilerstands the aviation buisi-
ness and e bmpact B85 onders
can hanve an airlines’ Hisussal
winhility, said Sheldon Hee
Regiomal Viee Precident of
Assa-Pacilie negion =t global
airlines body Intemations] Alr
Transpor Assoctation (EATAL
Crurrenily, the Tideconm Dis-
] Agrpedlale
Tl (TOGAT) s the arppad-
bir mithodty for AERA
sl Hes's comsmenis mome
al o tme wWhen the Supreme
Court is seited of o kigh-siakee
avialion tarill dfispute U=t
conil] affect miliioms al e,
sternrmd i From a TDEAT onder
omhowaemnautical charges at
Delhi anel Mumbal afrsorts
shonibd be caloudore)

Il an onder dated July 1,
0. TIEAT revisifed post
tardll cnbcilatioes made by
AERA potentially openingihe
door for recovery of over Rs
S0unie crore braliegned tmsder-
recrveries by thet two privale
adrpost operalors Adrlimes have
challenged the order in the
Supiresne Conirt, Warning that
its Emplemeniation could el
tn & sharp increase o ser
develnpmient fées ol offer
marport chasgsi, &ignileantly
pimhing up alrfnres and pas-
Seteer Criy.

Hee, in on imterview with
Busimers Stpudand, sad air-
e roscrap i it s o anie-
ports to recover investments.
bt cattione] that crer-invest-
menl or enddy recovery ol
charges can plnce o dispropon-
tiomate bunden oo camien ala
timme  when ok are
extrermehy thin, He said AERA
has done well in enloncing
acoouniabilily and tanspar-
EnCY EmEig airpl operalon,
but noted thit some of il
directions hove been chal-

‘Sheldon Hes, regional
wice-preaidesitof
Asdn-Pacile region 21
International Adr Tramsport
Assinciation, costtSone dut
over-nvestment or enrly
recovery of charies cad
plasce a disproporiions
Imerden on carriers

lemginl before the appedlate
tribunal He sdded that, in

LATAS view, certain tiibizal's
ordders paint o a gap in fam-
[Hnrity withthe shvialioe seclor
nod with how costs acrods the
coosyslem  offect  airdibes’
Brabcial Vinbilay.

“TEAAT s sl inati-
tionmose Eumilinrwith e ele
oo iodustry, There might be
cerinin mnsices Kt ane e
11 e e rh oty esrpesially
imi termm ol the sermitivily of
mranesrs-and soon, whisdh mmy
et be tnloen inbo caisklemtion
by TDSATL hesaal

“B0, weare concerned that
sy off thes ruilings rhit AFRA
his cowne Lip with have been
challeiyged, and in  some
Izi=taces, cvertummied. Foris,
wie [ Lhent thin may be indics-
e thost AERA shomlid actunlly
tuirve its owm dedicaled appel-
lote tribweiisl We are com-
pletely  fAne the AEHA'S
descisions are somatinised. But
Uiy shonided be seruitindsesd by
an authordry thit dnderstands
thee buissress ™ e sEates]

Hee pointed out that plobal
nirfine nel profit gt ver-
gt fieit 16 percent and dropio
13 per ool inAsis-Pacilic —
roeychly $3.30 per pamaniger —
with several aldines in the

region operating at or below
bemikeen.

Bt its eiralt miags around
200607, the AERA |epslabion
lend enwisage] asecor-specific
appeliste body — commonky
refiermed loas the Adrports Eoon-
nimic Authority
Appellate Tribimal (AERRAT)
— imhent appenks g el
anl negtilatony aondem How-
ever, by the Eme the law was
Ionalised arud enacted in 2008,
This projcesal wos droppesd, and
Pasfiniment inftead desginated
the TDEAT = the appellots
mithority for AERA mublems
Hescommeniedonthe AERA'
dmll  consslfstion  paper,
relensed i Seplember 305,
roporing o lin K aliport tarifls
with passenger service stan-
dlamdly, idrodhicing inentives
lor pood pedormance and
preinliies for Lajses.

Hiee mail IATA sipports
AFRA s e Lo define passen-
ger service standanls  for
IndBan apirports, calbing the
exercise “timely™ and aligned
with the negpubsinr’s sasitory
itinfuiale However, hesanl the
Framework shoulkd focs on
outdmmes thal malker most (o
travellers, such as infretnic-
Teire gualiry, reSstslity of ooty
ad guesieing e, bt by
atroig momioring and tans-
perent priernance.

Pointing to recert “infs-
structune fibure inciders™ of
srwine pirpons, Hes wid thess
ocoumences  undericnne [he
el fiow el cmer arve it of ooy
atriction quinlity, desion nleg-

ancd priventive
tcumi e Fhe s since pos-
secers and pses il imately
kind simport  infrestnictirs
o charge, the frnmework
sl enmire duraldivy, salfley
i conlimEy of service.

In Juing 3024, o ssction off
b ool conopny ol Terminal jolf
the Delhi adrport oollaped
dhuring besvy rain, kifling one
perion and fjuring sevenal
athemme] prampiiig he sus-
pemminn of opemtions al that
lermingl = an iovestigation
W orderem]
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Al unveils new lounge

at T3 Delhi Airport

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Air India (AI) unveiled a
new lounge for its First
Class and Business Class
passengers on internation-
al flights at Terminal 3 (T3)
of Delhi’s Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport.

The lounge will open on
February 16. Spread across
16000 sq. ft.,it can accom-
modate about 300.

The airline has plans to
open lounges at San Fran-
cisco, New York and other
international destinations.

“Along with new and re-
trofitted aircraft now join-
ing the fleet and the new
lounges, we hope what pe-
ople are going to be expe-
riencing while travelling
Air India is worth the

Al's brand-new lou nge.'

wait,” Al CEO Campbell
Wilson told journalists.
Seat-availability-related
supply challenges have put
pressure on Al's retrofit
programme, delaying the
Boeing 777 aircraft up-
grade by two years. The re-
trofit of the B777 fleet is
now scheduled to begin in
early 2027.



#MRPUR?SAUIHDHHWLH%NUU&

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEEER

DELHT

7 FEBRUARY 2026

Air India launches first ﬂagshlp Mahara]a Lounge at IGI

ASHOKE RAJ ® New Delhi

Air India has unveiled The Maharaja
Lounge, its first lagship lounge, at
Terminal 3 of Indira Gandhi
International Airport in New Delhi,
marking a major stepin the airline's
ongoing transformation and setting
a new benchmark for premium
travel comfort infused with warm
Indian hospitality.

Designed in line with Air India's
new branding and design philosophy,
The Maharaja Lounge blends her-
itage-inspired ambience with con-
temporary luxury. The facility is the
first of several modern lounges that
the airline plans to introduce across
airports in India and internationally
as it continues to elevate the cus-
tomer experience. The lounge will be
progressively opened to passengers
travelling in Business and First Class,
Gold and Platinum Maharaja Club

members, and eligible Star Alliance
customers starting 16 February 2026.

Conceptualised by global design
studio Hirsch Bedner Associates
(HBA), the lounge features premium

interiors, refined furnishings,
ambient lighting, and curated art
installations that reflect India's rich
cultural heritage. The design lan-
guage creates a strong sense of place

while aligning seamlessly with Air
India's refreshed visual identity.

The Maharaja Lounge is divided
into distinct zones catering to differ-
ent traveller needs, offering quiet
spaces for relaxation and work
alongside more vibrant areas for
social interaction. Key highlights
include The Aviator's Bar, a
speakeasy-style barinspired by |RD
Tata's historic 1932 Karachi-Bombay
flight, featuring a ceiling designed to
resemble the propeller of the Puss
Moth aircraft and a carefully curated
selection of wines and whiskies.

The Globetrotter's Study offers a
calm, library-style workspace with
a curated collection of fiction and
non-fiction titles, ample power
outlets, and high-speed connectiv-
ity. For guests seeking rest, the
Serenity Area provides individual
recliners in a soothing, enclosed
environment.
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Electrician falls into
sump at KIA, drowns

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: A 34-year-old
electrician emploved with a
private firm drowned after
allegedly falling into an un-
covered sump near the
pumphouse at the water tre-
atment plant in Kempegow-
da International Airport
{(KIA) Wednesday evening.
Dhananjava Deshpande
was a resident of Kanna-
mangala village and native of
Kalaburagi district. He was
employed as a technician
with Sterling & Wilson Pyt
Ltd and deploved on KI1A pre-

mises. His wife, Divva Desh-
pande told police she tried to
reach him at 67pm, but his
phone was switched off.

At 8pm, Ravichandran,
maintenance manager of
the firm, called Dhananjay-
a’s aunt, Jayashree, sayving
Dhananjaya was assigned
meterreading work at the
pump house and allegedly
fell into a sump and died.

Divya alleged the sump
cover was not properly ma-
intained and that no staff
was appointed to monitor
the area, which resulted in
her husband’s fatal fall.
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DGCA flagged repetitive defects in 377
plancq in 2025: Minister Murlidhar Mohol

.uim Mews International
Mew Delhi

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation {DGCA) car-
ried out an extensive range
of safety audits, inspections
and surveillance checks
across the aviation sector in
2025, the Minister of State
for Civil Aviatiom, Murlidhar
Mohol, informed the Lok
Sahha on Thursday.

In & written reply in Lok
Sabha, Mohol said that as
part of planned surveillance
activities during the year, the
aviation regulator conducted
3,890 surveillance inspec-
tions and 56 regulatory
audits. In sddition, 84 sur-
veillance checks of foreign
gircraft, alongwith492r
checks “tilgund:nakzgutlg
ensure  compliance  with
safety mnd o ional
standards, o

Responding  to  queries

gbout recurring technical or
operational deficiencies, the
Minister said that since
Januwary 2025, a total of 377
gireraft have been identified
with recurring  defects.
These aircraft were part of a
combined fleet of 754 air-
craft operated by various
scheduled airlines.

Airline-wise details  of
these findings, as on Febru-
ary 3, hmve been provided
separately in an annexure, he
pdded.

In addition to planned
activities, the DGCA conduc-
ted numerous unplanned
surveillance measures.

ROAD MAP

Regarding manpower short-
ages at the DGCA, the gov-
ernment said the number of
sanchioned technical posts
has been significantly in-
creased. In 2022, the DGCA
had 637 sanctioned technical
posts. To address future re-

quirements and stre rﬂ'lr_n
regulatory oversight,

structuring  exercise has
raised the number of sanc-
tioned technical posts to
1,063.The government also
highlighted steps taken to

strengthen real-time monit-

oring and enforcement
mechanisms.
The DGCA has issued Sur-

veillance and Enforcement
Division Circular No. 1/2025,
dated July 7, 2025, mandat-
ing the use of the eGCA
portal for all surveillance
activitics.

The portal is to be used for
issuance and closure of Defi-
ciency Reporting Forms
(CA-2001) as well asenforce-
ment orders.

Rephving to a question on
air connectivity, the Minister
said that as per the Winter
Schedule 2025, no scheduled
domestic airline has pro-
poscd to operate flights to or
from Singranli Airport.
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‘377 aircraft identified for repetitive defects since Jan last year”’

total of 377 aircraft have been
Aulcntiﬁed as having recurring
defects since January 2025 un-
til February 3 this year across vari-
ous scheduled airlines, the govern-
ment told Lok Sabha on Thursday.
Of these, 405 aircraft belonging
to IndiGo were analysed for repeti-
tive defects, and 148 were identified
as having such defects, as of February
3, 2026, as per data presented by
Minister of State for Civil Aviation
Murlidhar Mohol in Lok Sabha.
Similarly, of the 166 Air India air-

craft analysed, 137 were identified as
having repetitive defects, while 54
Air India Express aircraft were identi-
fied as having repetitive defects, out
of the 101 aircraft analysed, accord-

ing to the data.

Also, of the 43 SpiceJet aircraft
analysed for repetitive defects, 16
were identified for repetitive defects,
and a total of 14 Akasa Air aircraft

were identified for repetitive defects of
the 32 aircraft analysed, as per data.
At the same time, aviation safety
regulator Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) also conducted 3,890
surveillance inspections, 56 regulatory
audits, 84 surveillance of foreign air-
craft (SOFA) and 492 ramp checks as
part of its planned surveillance activi-
ties in last year besides carrying out 874
spot checks and 550 night surveillance

as part of the unplanned surveillance
activities during the previous vear,
Mohol said.

In response to another question, the
Minister said that in 2022, DGCA had
637 sanctioned technical posts and
added that in order to address the
shortage of manpower in future, the
restructuring has been done and the
number of sanctioned technical posts
has been increased to 1063. PTI
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IndiGo plane faces
landing gear lever issue
in Mumbai airport

AnIndiGoe plane faced an lssue with the Lemd-
Iz mear lewer whille landing af the city alrport
on Fridsymoming, accondingtosources. The
Azm neo aircraft, which operated flight
6E257, carrying more than 2u0 peophs, landad
safedy, they added There wasan suewiththe
alreraft's landing gear lever. The automatie
modewas not working. and the manual mode
was bsed. The ssue was addressed, and the
plane opersted other flights later. In a state-
ment, IndiGozald there was a minortechnica
sna. “The pilots fellowed standand operating
procedures, and the aircraft landed safedy.
Thesameabreraft operated with a slight del sy
after routine checks and necessary mainten-
ance were performed,” the airlinesaid.  #m
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WINGS UP Mew Boeing aircraft and swanky lounge
at Delhi highlight the airline's global ambitions

Air India Goes Luxe
to Lure Premium
Flyers, Boost Profit

Arindam Wajumder f
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Smaller airlines seek
reforms to compete

YARUQHULLAH KHAM
Hew Delhi, February &

SMALLER AND REGIOHNAL
.\irlin.rr;:l'n}-:rvh:mgrhangﬂm
alrport slot allscation, operat -
ing costs and access tofmanc
ing stating that without struc-
tural reformas newentrant swall
continue to strugpgle despite
strong gmowth in the domestic
aviation market.

Executives from Akasa Alr,
FLY9 1, 5tar Air and proposed
carnier fettWing s inanstold FE
on the sidefines of the recenthy
held WingsIndia 2026 that the
domestic marketremains beay
ity skewed In favour of large
inmumbents,whichconteol over
$09 of capacity. They sakd
apprrals for newairines alone
willnot address the stractural
constrabmits that have histori -
cally Emited the ability of
smaller playerstoxcle.

Oneof themain concems is
accessto alrport slow at -
gested hubs such as Delhi and
Mumbal, where allocation ls
largely based on prior utiliss
thrnAkaza Alr CEOVinay Dube
said this model frvours estab
lishedaidnesand [imitsmean
ingful entry for newopemtors

"It s standard practice
f:lu|1.1.||:.r for governments to

VINAY DUBE,
CED, AXASA AR

Tt is a common
practice globally for
govemments
to have spe-
cific rules

to support
new market
entrants

have specilic rules w support
new market entrants, such as
providing preference in the
allocation of alrport shots”
Drube said, adding that airlines
were |:|||.i|_3.I mhinﬁ a"farmil
nafuml playing field”
Smaller carriers also said
that slot coord mation guide
lines exdst but are unevenly
implemented at high-tra ffic
alrports, affecting schedule
reliahility and operational effi
clency for new aldines.
Finandng remainsanother
major hurdle. JettWings Air-
ways managing directorand
CED Sanjay Aditya Singh said

Indian airlines continue to

SarIAY ADITYA SGH,
MO CECY

ETTWINGS ATOVAYS:
Aircraft leases
come mostly
from foreign
lessors,
exposing new
airlines to
currency
risks

depend heavily on forelgn
lessors for afrcraft, ex pﬁ*iil'rE_l
them to currency risks "Alr
craft leases come mostly from
fomign lessors, exposing new
adrlines o curnen cy sk ag the
mupes weakens! Singh said.

Executives pointed out that
whie most revenues.ame curmied
I rupess, s large sham of eosts,
mduding lease rentals, mam
tenance and Spafe parts are
dollar-linked. A senior exeou
thve at FLY91 sabd that without
stronger participation from
domesticlenders, startups face
structurally h igher costs than
establishid rivalls with access to
EI|1|.1.'|I. capital,
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Turnaround of
Air India in final

stretch: Wilson

FE BUREAU
Hew Delhi, February &

AR IHNDIA'S TRAMSFORMA-
TION is now inits final stretch,
with most of the heavy lifting
completeand the foous shifting
to execution and refinement,
accordin g io CECY angd ma nag

ing director Camipbel IW Bson,

.‘\pmking after the nru'ni'nl:;
of theairline's new lounge at
the Delhi alrport, Wilson
likensed the tumaround of Air
India to the mornlng ol the
fifth day of a oicket Test
match, sugiesting the mst
demandin E phn s¢ of the
pocess is behind it. The loss-
m .1|lu1\g CAITIET Was p-'rivnl: el
InJanuary 2023,

Wikon sad a !Iargr part of
the work now involves aircmft
refits, which he described asa
largely mechanical process
Dresign, certification and plan -
ning are complete, and the
remaining task is the manu-
facture, delvery and installa
thon of seats across the fleet
“While it will take some time,
theheavy lifting ls finished "he
said,adding that the aidinehas
moved from a phase of raphd
upliftment toone of iteration
and minforcement

CAMPBELL WILSDN,
CEC AR WD

AirIndia has 22 work

sireams spanning
multiple fleets, most
ofwhich are

either

complete of | paw wa
nearing 7
completion o~

f

Alr India is in the midst of
TEVamIEng A theet of abost 190
aireraft.In pooaryittook deliv
eryal s st Bosng 787 -9 air-
cmftsinoe privatisation. Under
its frve-year transformation
plan, Vihaan Al the airline has
21 work streams spanning
miultiple flects, most ofwhich
are glther complete or nearlng
completion, Wilson  said
Amund 20abreraft are experted
to be delivered or refitted with
thenewproduct thisyear, mak-
ing the changes increasingly
visible topassengers.
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UK asks Al to explain
787-8 fuel switch case

Dhairya Gajara

MUMEA]

The United Kingdom3 Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA) has
Issued a formal notice to Air
India, seeking an urgent
explanation over why a
Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner was
allowed to fly from London to
Bengaluru despite a reported
technical issue during engine
start, The UK regulator has
warned that fallure to
respond could lead to regula-
tory action affecting Afr
India’s Dreamliner fleet.

The incident occurred on
Feb | at London Heathrow,
when the flight crew of Al-142
noticed that the left engines
Fuel Control Switch did not
lock inte the “RUN" paosition
during start-up. On two ooca-
sions, the switch slipped back
o “CUTOFF™ when light

pressure was applied. The
switch appeared to latch

properly  on the  third
attempt.
After the alrcraft was

grounded on arrival, India’s
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) carried out a
probe concluding that the
issue was procedural and
linked to human error.

However, the UK CAA has
mken a tugher stance. In a
Feb 3 letter, it asked for
detalls  of malntenance
actions and 8 root-cause
analysis, gquestioning how the
alreraft was cleared for a
long-haul flight.
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Cooch Behar to Kolkata flights
to continue weekly from Feb 12

SHASHIKESH ROY

COOCH BEHAR: The Cooch
Behar-Kolkata air service will
not be suspended immedi-
ately, with flights set to operate
once a week for the time being.
The first flight is scheduled to
land at Cooch Behar Airport
on Thursday, February 12.
According to airport authori-
ties, daily flight operations are
expected to resume from the
second week of March.

The airline that has been
operating the route for the past
three years will continue ser-
vices on a limited basis.

The carrier had earlier
announced the suspension of
flights after January 31, lead-
ing to the discontinuation of
services from February 1. The
decision had triggered concern
among business and political
circles, who demanded con-
tinuation of the air link.

Confirming the develop-
ment, Cooch Behar Airport
director Subhashis Pal said the
airline has officially communi-
cated its decision to operate one
flight per week from February
12 due to a temporary shortage
of aircraft. “Daily flights will
resume from mid-March, and

Closer Look

» ConFrM|ng |he develup- .

ment, Cooch Behar Air-
port director Subhashis
Pal said the airline has
offidally communicated
its decision to operate
one flight per week

» ‘Daily flights will resume
from mid-March, and
operations will follow
the same schedule as
earlier, he added

» Following news of its
suspension, local traders,
the district administra-
tion, and political leaders
raised the issue with
authorities

-
--..

L REPRESENTATIVE PIC
» Cooch Behar MP Jag-
adish Chandra Barma
Basunia had written to
the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion seeking intervention,
while BJP state president
Samik Bhattacharya also
assured support

» The dedision to resume
weekly flights has
brought temporary relief
to residents and stake-
holders across the dist

operations will follow the same
schedule as earlier,” he added.
Since February 2023, a
nine-seater aircraft had been
operating regularly on the
Cooch Behar-Kolkata route
and had gained popularity
among passengers. Following
news of its suspension, local
traders, the district adminis-
tration, and political leaders
raised the issue with author-

ities. Cooch Behar MP Jag-
adish Chandra Barma Basunia
had written to the Ministry of
Civil Aviation seeking inter-
vention, while BJP state presi-
dent Samik Bhattacharya also
assured support during a recent
visit to the airport.

The decision to resume
weekly flights has brought tem-
porary relief to residents and
stakeholders across the district.



AIF?f"LJh | A' i H‘JP!T Y OF tNUiﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVODAYA TIMES

DELHI

7 FEBEUAERY 2026

RLER|

267 AT A A 191 W I TR-IR T QU] e

wsﬂmﬂsm%ﬁwﬁwﬂﬂﬁmam FFe U B

-y

9% Redl, 6 70 Ergd fmEi §
T (WE FHHR TRl T T
eI it VE - a—— T B S G e
FEHEER fFEE ' HTE e A
FEH F AR T IYT U A
SET A O w & FE TaE W IR w1l A ehwaa # R
ferm & | gafere svR s s gard  wveRn d w1 Ry o g =i

T FHTA € @ AT waT AT
B Hehdle | AEHE E IS A
T o A 'Y 4 fee
TR & | FEH S Aok
o e & fomr ¥ 2| 39F

I HEN 3R AF TEEE
Ui e & A Ty T
WA EN 99 HAwEl F AN
T (dmyw 9 B3 ®)

¥ 43 ot 2 16 -
AR TEES! &1 &1 G 9l |
T TR & 32 famr A
#gﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ&ﬂ-mmmﬂrmﬁﬁaﬁ
T 31E | 590 S, A e e e
e v (21oidte)  oft 3,890 frit
ferfteror fip | 5301 e e firee) 3 ol & 3
¥ s TEa & e ot e | ol and &
3fi 71 @ O] el 353 He S |

Il 19 B e 148 foar 3 ar-
AR TSTS! B4 B! a1 U 38 |

[ GRS R, |

A o w e AR T
Ferami e AT TR A g T |
A aarn o e A 99Ed 3 9% Yiggee
TEAEY % 754 B 1 an an ge A
T F AR R o sy e
2025 | w9 38 |6 dF e o fafeE
WIEATE & et 377 Tl Han an rgaE]
T F1 w1 e F 70
fermreii # erareiranl wE ; B o A
A H U EfEa g A FE ] e
w11 TR $fEd & R i v %
267 feqri <t s | ] 191 F AR-aAn
TuET 9 wE T e 70w #)
Aiwel B v W fF o ifEm & e
o | 9 137 | 9R-ar |iE 9 =
T SR UEE & 101 A A 9 s |
ot Tl T R G T T | A T
st 79 o o wnfee off | 2024 © mEaEl
ST 9 421 WEEl ¢ A I3 T W
Wﬁﬁmﬁﬁaﬁmﬁﬁaﬁzmﬁ
AEIh | TEAE] & e 421 HHE HHA A7
oM 59 e A ) 448 =2l | Fh
&1 7 e wEfeem (Fise) &
rH | e ST waE arg g &
fem Frai st i Sgam amEvRmE
& st st Fre @ fem e st
e Fmr &3 A &1 2 T
sfifez i ot & | T siifez % S s
1 TN FET WA & Hweh T e
&, AR wrEl 3T R HrEr
T |70 A et o i P e T
1 7T ST qr S #, | e @6
AT =1 A #



Hreara f:h:rrT e
AIRPORTS ALl HL’PFI Y OF iNL‘iﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVODAYA TIMES DELHI 7 FEBRUARY 2026

¥l Bl el & 6ol & T
314 YDIel Slal Hal e HUT

T2 faeetl, & et ()
e o UATHETH faren SR
SEM q U TR WO
#E T T Y SEE S
2| 9% HHel UATEEd =IF
W A it 98 S A
£ F FU TF 9= F T
H A FEN
TF YAER T WAEE G
A1 anfefer T gern ver)

TS HIHEAT

I8 HIHE e 2013 HE,
T STHF A & A F AT
TfTar & Ty HIf= T =R S
o1 | 8 HHE T UAE vg S
F HUEEs A I e
o % TE AT TR R

IS W= 1 o 91 76
el T AT GO YA O
€, gafe wE Tm ) e w,
Sfe S A g S
EE e Y e e 4

S A TR § qEgd o
%1 311 &l fF R I qHE
T E A i, FE =

A IR T TE T T
3% A fehd T Tl gsi 21

mwmﬁ o |

FE A g ot ww &F
ey TEEl & e shrde
F | | vrEnEAl & fom
HHM BT § |48 S8 9 dal
H & " 2

=12 A Ay fam 3 e
&1 fomre & 19 9 wiova =9a &
T HIEH BT 1 2012 T 339 7
ST AE T E 70,000
0 AR | S STl e A
iR 1 g% A dg1 for
50, mmmwﬁqﬂm
& o ) WM ﬁF
HATET | AT & T F Y
5,000 ¥9u HAfafrErR 34 &)



v ed EJ0

1 W £ -

AIRFPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TRIEBUNE DELHI 7 FEBRUARY 2026

Pari flags 70% recurring
defects in Air India fleet

SHEKHAR SINGH

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 6

Even as Air India's leader-
ship is projecting confi-
dence that the airlme’s long
and painful transformation
15 nearing  its endgame,
fresh data placed before Par-
liament has thrown a harsh
spotlight on the scale of
technical issues still plagu-
ing its fleet.

According to the numbers
presented in the Lok Sabha
on Thursday, repulators had
examined 267 aircraft oper-
ated by Air India and Al
Express, Of these, recurring
technical defects were
found in 191 airevaft, 72 per
cent of the fleet examined
by regulators,

The government said 377
aircraft across the industry
have been identified with
repetitive defects since Jan-
uary last vear, A total of 754
aireraft were analvsed across
six scheduled airlines. Indi-
o accounted for the largest
inspection pool

A total of 405 IndiGo air-
craft were ewmmined, of
which 148 were flagped.
Meanwhile, Air India’s ratios
were significantly higher —
recurnng defects were found
in 137 of its 166 aircraft
analysed, while defects were
detected in 54 of the 101 Air
India Express aircraft. Regu-
lators also  inspected 43
SpiceJet aireraft and 32
Akasa Air's aircraft, and
flageed 16 and 14 of these air-
crafts, respect ively.

However, speaking in Delhi
after the opening of Air
India's new lounge, Air India
CEO and Managing Director
Campbell Wilsen struck an
optimistic tone, arpuing that
the airline’s transformation
hiad moved beyvond the most
difficult phase,

He said that “heavy lifting”
was over and compared the
turnaround to the dosing
day of a frve-day Test match,
He added the refitting of air-
craft was no longer a concep-
tual or regulatory challenge,
but a matter of execution.
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