AIRPUH TSAUT HOFPIT‘!‘ OF INUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENNIUM POST KOLKATA 6 JANUARY 2025

Bagdogra airport
expansion: Zoning
restrictions eased

A view ntl Bagdogra airpart

PiC/MPOST

SANCHITA AICH BAG

SILIGURIL: The long-awaited
transformation of Bagdogra
airport into an international
one is gathering pace with
ongoing expansion work.

To encourage industrial
development, the area sur-
rounding the airport has been
divided into red, green and yel-
low zones. The red zore, cover-
inga 4-kilometre radius around
the airport, will require prior
permission from the Airport
Authority for any tall build-
ing construction projects. The
green zone, which indudes Sil-
iguri, and the area beyond the
red and green zones, declared
yellow zone, will not require
such permissions, strearnlining
the approval process for indus-
trial and residential projects.

"Previously, constructing
any tall building on a large
arca near Bagdogra airport
required the Airport Author-
itys approval, which was a
lengthy and cumbersome
process. Now, permission is
needed only for the red zone.
This decision will pave the way
for rapid industrial develop-
ment while balancing environ-
mental concerns,” said Siliguri
Mayor Gautam Deb.

‘The expansion of Bagdogra
airport comes as the state gov-

ernment has allocated land

Key Points

» To encowrage ndl.rsh10[
development, the area
surrounding the airport
has been divided into
red, green and
yellow zones

s The red zone, covering
a 4-kilometre radivs
around the airport, will
require pricr permission
from the Airport Authar-
ity for any toll building

» Once operational as
an internafional airport,
the fodlity is expected
to draw more visitors
and boost demand for
internafional-standard
hotek, industries, and
other supporfing
infrastructure

for the project. Once opera-
tional as an international air-
port, the facility is expected to
draw more visitors and boost
demand for international-
standard hotels, induostries,
and other supporting infra-
structure. *With this decision,
industries can flourish in the
region, and the streamlined

zoming will reduce burean-
cratic delays” added Deb. The
eco-sensitive zone guidelines,
particularly concerning the tea
industry and tea tourism, were
also discussed during a meet-
ing. In 2023, the Ministry of
Environment declared a 5-kilo-
metre radius around sanctuar-
ies and forests as coo-sensitive
zanes, restricting construction.
However, the state government
has appealed to reduce ths
radius to 1 kilometre,

near the Mahananda Wildli
Sanctuary, which has been
impacting urban and indus-
trial growth in Siliguri.

"Most challenges related
to the eco-sensitive zone
have been resalved, but the
tea industry and tea tourism
require further deliberation,”
said Deb. A follow-up meeting
with stakeholders, including
tea industry representatives,
tourism bodies, and local
businesses, is scheduled for
January 10. A draft master plan
for eco-sensitive zones will be
made after reviewing sugges-
tions and solutions discussed
during these meetings.

The findings will be for-
warded to the State Forest
Department and the Union
Ministry of Forests and the
Environment for approval, with
the final plan to be notified in
the government gazette.
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LOW VISIBILITY

Kolkata airport’s CAT III system helps
land diverted B’desh-bound flights

SOUMYADIP MULLICK

KOLKATA: Owing to poor
visibility conditions, four
flights to Bangladesh airports
were diverted to Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose International
(NSCBI) airport, Kolkata,
thanks to the latter airport’s
category (CAT) III-B instru-
ment landing system (ILS) that
allows pilots to land or take off
in a 50 m visibility range.

According to the Airports
Authority of India (AAT), East-
ern Region, four flights bound
for Dhaka and Chittagong
airports in Bangladesh were
diverted to Kolkata airport
due to poor visibility. None of
the two airports in Bangladesh
have CAT III compliance.

All the four flights that were
bound for Dhaka originated
from Middle Eastern airports.
Two of the flights bound for
Dhaka originated from Shar-
jah International Airport. One
Dhaka-bound flight originated
from Kuwait International Air-
port. The Chittagong-bound
ﬂilght originated from Abu
Dhabi International Airport.

Closer Look

# All the four flights thet
were bound for Dhaka
originated from Middle
Eastern airports. Two
of the flights bound for
Dhaka originated from
Sharjah International
Airport

» One Dhaka-bound flight
originated from Kuwait
International Airport.
The Chittagong-bound
flight originated from
Abu Dhabi

REPRESENTATINE PIC
International Airport

» The Kolkata airport's CAT
lll-B instrument landing
system allows pilots to
lond or take off in a 50
m visibility range

» The ILS also has an

appreach lighting system
that assists the pilot in
transitioning from instru-
ment to visual flight and
to align the aircraft
visually with the

runway centerline

» An girport source said
that CAT lll B ILS helps
a pilot to operate in a
visibility range of 175-
50 metres but not below
50. The ALS guides the
agircraft from the runway
upto the parking bay

All these flights were supposed
to land at the two Bangladesh
airports in the morning.

An AAI official shared that
Kolkata airport, Eastern India’s
busiest airport, is the only one
in the Eastern and North East-
ern Region equipped with CAT
111 landing facilities to ensure
safe operations during low vis-
ibility. The Kolkata airport’s
CAT III-B instrument landing
system (ILS} allows pilots to

land or take off in a 50 m vis-
ibility range. The ILS also has
an approach lighting system
{ALS) that assists the pilot in
transitioning from instrument
to visual flight and to a].iin
the aircraft visually with the
runway centerline.

The ALS helps the pilot to
continue descending for land-
ing towards the runway even
when the runway lights are
invisible due to fog or heavy

rainfall. An airport source
said that CAT III B ILS helps
a pilot to operate in a visibility
range of 175-50 metres but not
below 50. The ALS guides the
aircraft from the runway upto
the parking bay. The system
also follows a procedure called
‘low visibility procedure’ which
ensures a safe grounding by
limiting vehicle movement and
clearance before landing and
take-off of the aircraft.
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Adani Group earmarks Adani Wilmar
stake sale AIGEE ceds for airports, green Ho

| —
Janaki Krishnan
Murnbai

Thee Adani Group is planning
to deploy the over 32 hillion
that it expects 10 receive
from the divestment of szake
in Adani Wilmar on three
major segments — airports,
green hwdrogen and in new
initiatives, with 2 major
chunk going 1o airports,
sources suid.

Around $1-81.2  billion
will be spent by the conglom-
erate on airporis, inchuding
expunsion as well as acquisi-
tiong, the sources said. An-
other 3300-8500 million will
be spent on the company's
ambitious  green hydrogen
project and the remaining on
new initiatives under Adani
Enterprises such as digital,
theyadded.

Last week, the proup flag-

® THE STRATEGY

Around 51-1.2 billion
will be spent by the
conglomerate an
atrpoits, Including
expansion as well
as acquisitions,

the sources said

ship Adani Emterprises an-
nounced that it was exiting
FMCG company Adani Wil-
mar, i joint venture between
the Adani Group and Wilmar
International.

The Adami Group said it
will be divesting its entire 44
per cent stake in the venture
to Wilmar, At current share
price, the worth of Adani's
holding in the venture is a
litrle over 52 billion.

This is part of Adani's
strategy o focus only on in
frastructure and exit mon-
core businesses. The exit
alzo gives the group more dry
powder that can be utilised
for investing in core infra-
structure businesses,

INFRA BEGMENTS

While Adani Airport Hold-
Ingsis investing inupgrading
muany airports for which it
signed  concession  agree-
ments with the Adrports Au-
thority of India, it has bauilt
Mavi Mumbai International
Adrport from scratch and ex-
pects 1o operationalise it
early this year.

Some funds have been car-
marked for expanding capa
cityat the airport while some
will be kept for bidding for
other airports that the gov
croment intends to modern-
ise and upgrade.

I_Tmicr?fﬂdanl MNew Indus-
tries, it is serting up o green
energy coosystem, which will
have an annual capacity of
one million tonnes by FY27
in the first phase, which will
be increased to 3 mt over the
mext 10 vears or 5o,

In FY25 so far, the Group,
on a consolidated basis, has
spent $9 billion as capex and
expects toend the vear with
u capex of over 815 billion, us
per it guidance, A majar
portion of the capex — $8.8
billion — has been spent by
Adani  Enterprises, Adani
Green Energy, Adani Power
and Adani Cements, data
showed.
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Cannabis worth 4.4lcr
seized at airport, 2 held

Manish Kumar Pathak
manish_pathak@htlive copm

MUMBAI: The Air-Intelligence
Unit (AIU) of the Customs
department arrested two per-
sons in a drug- smuggling case
at the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
(CSMIA) in the early hours of
Saturday and allegedly recov-
ered 4.41 kilograms of hydro-
ponic weed (cannabis) worth
¥4.41 crore from one of them.

The carrier of the weed was
nabbed soon after he arrived at
the airport from Bangkok while
the other was arrested when he
came to receive the contraband
at the T2 terminal.

According to a department
officer, they intercepted a pas-
senger, identified as Muham-
med Hasarudheen Nalukudi
Paramb, who had arrived from
Bangkok by a Nok Air Airlines
flight on Saturday, suspecting
that he was carrying some con-

traband items.

During a body search, noth-
ing suspicious was found on
him. However, when officers
searched his trolley bag, they
found 10 double-layered trans-
parent plastic packets contain-
ing hydroponic weed inside it.
The packets were cleverly con-
cealed among the clothes and
other personal items. Subse-
quent tests confirmed that the
recovered material was indeed
cannabis.

Paramb’s interrogation
revealed that a certain Aham-
med Rivas would be coming to
receive the contraband. Custom
officers laid a trap and nabbed
Riyas, too. “The suspects were
arrested under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act and pro-
duced in court, which sent them
to judicial custody,” said
defence lawyer Prabhakar Tri-
pathi. Both Paramb and Riyas
are from Kerala.
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Dense fog causes chaos: 60 flights delayed
at Kolkata airport due to poor visibility

PIONEER NEWS SEVICE B
KOLKATA

ﬂ. round 60 flights were
elaved at the Kolkata air-

port on Monday due to poor
visihility, an official said.

Due to dense fog, low visibility
procedures (INP) had 1o be
Jm]:rll:rm:nt:d at the airport
from 7 am, he said.

The ATC declares IVP when
visibility falls below 800
metres. It is also activated
when the cloud ceiling is
below 200 feet.

According to the Direclor of

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport
(NSCBIA), Pravat Ranjan
Beuria, no traffic movement
tock place from 7.10 am to 9
am, and around 30 fight
arrivals and 30 departures
were  delayed, the airport
director said.

The visibility had dropped
below the permissible lmit for
commercial aircraft
operalions on Monday
morning, he said,

The Kolkata alrport is
equipped with CAT-III B
Instrumenl Landing System

(ILS), which allows compatible
atreraflt and CAT I1 B trained
pilots 1o operate with visibility
up to 50 metres.

However, the wvisibility at
Kolkata airport turned elose 1o
rero on Monday morning,
which ruled oul operations
completely till 9 am, the
official said.

The last ight departed from
the atrport at 335 am afler
which the visibility dropped.
In addition, seven flights 1o
Kolkata were diverted to other
atrports such as Bhubaneswar,
Raipur, Hyderabad and
Nagpur, be said.

All arrangements were made
to facilitate the stranded

passengers in  the airport
terminal, Beurfa said.
He said that wvisibility

conditions improved after 9
am, and the first flight 1o
arrive al the ateport was from
Dubai at 9.04 am.

The initial delays on Monday,
both incoming and outgoing,
will have a consequential effect
throughout the day, airport

sources said.
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PWD plans to decongest key junction near IGI to ease access

INTEGRATED TRANSIT CORRIDOR PLAN

Siddhanta.Mishra
@timesofindia.com

The junction in Mehram
Nagar often faces traffic snarls,

served during peak hours,
which delays airport-bound

of vehicles for 24 hours on any
one mid-week working day,

especially due to the increased traffic,” said a PWD official. showing all turning move-
New Delhi: To provide relief  movement of taxis in and aro- * Traffic study focus to be on 4 main Last year; twoapproacheleva- ments with classification of
to people travelling to Indira und theairportinrecent years. Towarsds s - ted stretches — Aerocity flyover  vehicles at intersections.
Gandhi International (IGI) Hence, a plan is being discus- m roads connected to NSG ]l.ll‘lctlﬂl‘l and the parallel access road flyo- Apartfromcarryingoutsur-
Airport, Public Works Depart-  sed for a grade separator at the 3:%_ R ver—wereopenedtothepublicto  veys of buildings and encroach-
ment (PWD) is planningtode- spot. The proposed corridor is Aim LE] Ry of thznﬂ.mn ?‘gﬁﬁ smoothen the trafficmovementto  ments, consultants will also
congest the main access road expected to reduce jams on Decongest q a&"ﬁﬁ and from Delhi airport. conduct a cost-benefit analysis
and junction near the NSGhe- Dwarka Road, Mehram Nagar area around e &@G “With airport traffic con- of the scheme by taking into ac-
adquarters in Mehram Nagar.  and Ulan Batar Road. Gl e MW — sistently increasing, it is im- count the economic costs, envi-
According to officials, dis- Themost recentexampleof Alroort - & portant to improve the effici- ronmental costsand social costs
cussions are underway on de-  astreet connectivity and corri- P \ . PI’DpOSEd pian ency of thisjunctionsothatit inimplementingthe scheme.
veloping an integrated transit  dorimprovement project taken N W Construction of grade can cater to future traffic lo- According to officials, the
corridor at the junction. For up by PWD is in the Punjabi Mehram i separator at NSG junction  ads,”said the official. study will identify locations of
this purpose, a feasibility stu- Bagh area, where the depart- Nagar Park Q_g The agency that will be trees, details of underground
dy will be conducted to deter- ment constructed one main fly- ne BURECL & Widening of North Access Road commissionedtocarryoutthe andovergroundutility linesof
mine whether the construc- over and a ‘half flyover’ to de- ,ﬁ,,,a,t Metro D & | This road passes through ~ study willhavetocompletethe — power, water and telecommu-
tion of an underpass, flyover, congestasectionof RingRoad. @ 39 <  Shankar Aerocity, connecting to IGI T3 work within a two-month ti- nication, and also identify any
or both, willachieve PWD's go- “Tender has been floated .b\.'b' = Vihar road and Mahipalpur bypass meframeandsubmititsreport monument, reserved green/
al of decongestion. for conducting a feasibility 'bq"% §“" to the department with detai- parks, sensitive/defence areas
Theprojectalsoinvolvesro- study for decongesting the N S Decongestion | A feasibility study led graphics and alayout plan  in the vicinity and their influ-
ad widening of North Access junction. The intersection ne- Mehram < will determine the best option ~ for the intervention that isre-  ence on the proposed corridor.
Road, which has several major ar NSG HQs is a four-arm sig- Nagar Park to alleviate congestion at NSG quired to be made. After the feasibility study is
hotels at Aerocity on theroute  nalised one that connects 1GI Towarsds junction and surrounding roads The contractor will carry completed, adetailed projectre-
and connects to the stretch go-  Airport to NH48 and Dwarka. i Mahipalpur out a classified traffic volume portwillbepreparedandsentto

ing towards Terminal 3.

Long queue lengths can be ob-

YT\ 7 0] @ Mehram Nagar @ IGI Airport ® Mahipalpur ® Dwarka @ Palam

count survey for all categories

govt for further approval.



|y = II‘II- | s LT

AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA DELHT 7 JANUARY 2025

460 ¥ 31feres 339 wIfera
¢ femeim| o e 6 Hven T 19
TR H Eow] A9 | 2% 97 W1 AiiEan
WA e & e 1.7 fa e
16.9 Fetit Hfeagg &1, faas awn
sifira fagm s o | =g A o
0.2 Tl w9 9.6 few SfmaE T8N
B FE!F IR T F Twers § Tem
300 iz o, Pt Pl & e T
T ST 400 W Wl I A = g
=1, FIEA § g0 50 HiZ 7 92 H
60 T3E #2702 TR F T TeEn
1 ot T2 iR B w2



AQ.P\
i Aaoaa iy
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD

DELHI

7 JANUARY 2025

Jeju Air’s problems mount after crash that killed 179

DAISUKE WAKABAYASHI
6January

When Jeju Air’s status as South Korea’s
biggestlow-cost carrier seemed under
threat from the merger of the country’s two
biggestairlineslastyear, the company’s
chiefexecutive assured employees that it
would “actively respond,” possibly by
acquiringsmaller rivals. Now, aweekafter a
crashthatkilled 179 people on December
29,JejuAir’sfutureisclouded by even
deeper questions.

South Korean officialson Thursday
raided the company’s offices and imposed a
travel ban on Kim E-bae, the chief
executive, aspartof the investigationinto
thecountry’sworst air disasterin almost
three decades. Passengers arecancelling
bookings, adding further straintoa balance
sheetheavywithdebt. AndJeju Air’sstock
price, already trading near record lows, has
fallen10 per centsince the disaster.

Earlierin the week, Kim said that Jeju
Airwould cut15 per centofits flights until
Marchto “enhance operational stability.”

Asinvestigatorslookintowhatcaused
Jeju Air Flight7C2216 to crash, the airline
hascomeunder intense government and
publicscrutiny for how it operates. Some of
itsoperational practices are being
challenged, including how it flew its planes
more frequently than competitors and how

——
= I 5
= y

Jeju Air’s stock price, already trading near
record lows, has fallen 10% since the crash

itoutsourced its maintenance overseas.

Jeju Air’s business outlook was already
uncertain. The crash cameafter the
completion of Korean Air’'s acquisitionofa
majority stake in Asiana Airlines last month.
The merger —a$1.05billion deal agreed
upon four yearsago—will eventually create
asingle national carrier. Aspartof thatdeal,
three budget carriersoperated by the two
companies will be broughtunderonebrand
thatwillsurpassJeju Airas South Korea’s
largestlow-costoffering.

Twodecadesago, Jeju Airbecamethe
country’s firstupstartbudget airline with

theaimof challenging the duopolyof
Korean Airand Asiana. Jeju Airwould fly the
busytouristroute between Seoul and Jeju, a
scenicisland off the southern coastofSouth
Korea. Theairline is majority-owned by AK
Holdings, a conglomerate best known for
sellinglaundrydetergentand toothpaste.
Jeju Air’'ssecond biggestshareholderis
Jeju’s provincial government.

JejuAiremerged fromajumble of other
smallairlinestobecomethecountry’s
leadinglow-cost carrier. Like many budget
airlines, Jeju kept a tight rein on costs, put
new technology in place and squeezed
travellers for even small perks. It focused
onshortregional flightsserved by the same
model of airplane, the single-aisle Boeing
737-800.

Afteraninitial public offering in 2015,
Jeju Airwason fairlystable financial
footing until the pandemic struck. Since
2020, ithasbeen forced toraise capital on
three separate occasions, totaling nearly
$500 million. Italsoreceived a government
loan of $29 million on the condition that it
maintain 90 per cent of its work force.

Even after travel restrictions were lifted
and Jeju Airwasawash in pent-up demand,
itsdebtproblems persisted because its
costswere goingupjustas fastasits
revenue.

©2025 The New York Times News Service

South Korea seeks
extension of arrest
warrant for Yoon

BLOOMBERG
6 January

South Korea’s corruption watchdog filed
for an extension of a warrant to arrest
President Yoon Suk Yeol after their first
attempt last week ended in failure follow-
ing an hours-long standoff with his secu-
rity team.

The Corruption Investigation Office for
High-ranking Officials also asked the
police to handle the arrest on their behalf
following the failure.

But police effectively rejected the
request, saying there could be legal issues
for them to execute a warrant obtained by
the CIO. The application for the extension
suggests a move to carry out the arrest may
not happen until later in the week.

Meanwhile, US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken expressed confidence in
South Korea’s acting leader as the two
nations reaffirmed their security alliance
and combat readiness against North Korea
at a time when Seoul is struggling to
restore political stability.
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{ FIRST HALF OF YEAR }

8 aviation facilities
set for launch in ’25

Neha LM Tripathi
neha.tripathl@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: In a major expan-
sion of India’s aviation infra-
structure, eight crucial airports
and terminals will be inaugu-
rated in the first half of 2025,
officials said.

The new facilities will come
up in Goa, Patna, Prayagraj,
Jodhpur, Hirasar (Rajkot).
Satna, Datia and Thoothukudi.

“Prayagraj, Jodhpur and
Patna's expansion will be com-
pleted by June 30 this year.
Goa's Dabolim airport will have
a new terminal building by
March,” a senior aviation minis-
try official said, asking not to be
named. The official added that
airports at Datia, Satna and Hir-
asar are almost ready for inau-
guration.

Former civil aviation minis-
ter Jyotraditya Scindia had laid
the foundation stone for Datia
airport in August 2023. The air-
port will also serve people from
nearby Jhansi.

The expansion comes as
India’s domestic air passenger
traffic is expected to reach 300
million by 2030. According to
the Economic Survey FY 2024,
India has doubled its airports

since 2014,

Aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu recently said the
government aims to increase
the number of airports to
around 350 by 2047,

Both Datia and Satna airports
align with the zovernment's
UDAN scheme and will begin
operations using 19-seater
planes. Hirasar airport has been
operating since September 2023
with a temporary terminal.
“The airport’s permanent termi-
nal building will be inaugurated
before June this year, though it
has missed three deadlines,”
said an official.

Another official said while
work at Goa's Dabolim airport
will finish by March, Patna air-
port's new domestic terminal
will be ready by June-end.

“Tuticorin airport in Tamil
Nadu, which currently handles
only small aircraft, is being
upgraded to accommodate A321
aircraft that can carry around
200 passengers. It will also han-
dle international passengers.”
the official said.

The new terminal at Jodhpur
Airport, built at 480 crore, will
cover 24,000 sqg m and handle
2,500 passengers during peak
hours.
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Mid-air snag: Al flight makes
emergency landing in B’'luru

§ LALITHA & Bengalors

OVER 150 passengers on board
an Adr India Nlight had a mirae-
ulous escape afier the fAight
tooK off from Kempepowda Ine
ternational Airport (KIA) here
on Sunday night when one of
its engines falled mid-air

A passenger reported panic
scenes on boand, The pilot man-
aped to steer the Night safely
back to Bengaluru using the
other engine, sources said. The
flight took off at night and
reached Delhi eady Monday,

Flight AT 283, an A320) neo
model, took off from Terminal
2 of KIA at 7.08pm, though 1t
was supposed to take off at 545
pm. After encountering prob-
lems mid-way it returned to
KA at 8.10pm.

Adr TrafMic Control sources
conflrmed that one of the en-
gines of the Might filed when
it was alrborne. Police also
confirmed it Alr India termed
it “an operational issue”,

An alrport source said, “All
emergency protocols were fol-
lowed and ambulinoss and fire-
fighters were on standby before

the flight landed.” A top cop
sabd, “1 was told that an Alr Ine
dia flight to Delhi has devel-
oped an engine problem. [ was
asked to report for duty inune-
diately last night as the fight
carrying between 150 and 180
passengers would be landing
shortly TheNight landed safely
and there were no issues,”

The passengers were taken
back to theterminal. The flight
ook off on Sunday at

11.47pm and reached Delhi
by 2.07am Monday, five hours
and 27 minutes behind

schedule, secording to Might
tracker websites

A passenger on board @san
rabhimalav] posted on X, "Al

2aM0 emergency landingat Ban-
galore airport just now. After
one hour of panic the Might
landed again at Bangalore air
port.” In o second post, he add-
ed. "Thanks to thecaptain for a
safe landing. All the security
stafl on their feet.”

A video shared by him
showed passengers alighting
and maeking their way to a shui-
te bus. A passenger is heard
telling the man who was shoot-
ing the video, “So, you are re
cording your punarjanmam
{rabirth) now."

Afr India responded to the
passenger on its official X han-
dle: “Hi, we are concerned to
learn of yourexperienoe. Flight
Al 284 has returned (o Beng
lauru due to operational rea-
sons. Safety of our passengers
and crew i3 of utmost priority
and hence, such decisions are
taken. Our team is working dil
igently toassist all passengers
We appreciate vour patience
and understanding,”

A source at BCAS said.
“There was some technical is
sue with the Air India Aight
and 1t returned.”
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Delhi fog disrupts trains, delays
flights for third consecutive day

STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI

thick blanket of fog

covered Delhi on Sunday
morning, disrupting flight
and train schedules in the
national capital for the third
consecutive day in a row. The
city also witnessed a dip in
temperature, accompanied by
col wave  conditions.
However, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has forecast light rain
for Monday bringing a likely
respite. “Dense fog conditions
during late night to early
morning hours is likely to
continue over parts of North
India till 09th January 09, it
added.

According to the flight
tracking website,
Elightradar?4, over 200

flights have been delayed and

30 flights have been cancelled.
The visibility at Palam was
zero for 3.5 hours from 4 am
to 7.30 am on Sunday. This
was better than the nine hours
of zero visibility conditions
on Saturday, said the IMD.
The visibility improved over
Palam to 100 m at 830 am as

the wind Emd increased
from 10 kmph to 13 kmph. At
Safdarjung, minimurm

visibility of 50 m was reported
at 5.30 am.

The dense fog conditions
lifted and moderate fog was
later reported at 8.30 am as

the wind speed E:Cl\l.d up

from 4 kmph to 6 kmph, said
the IMD. "Compared to
Saturday's  9-hour zero
visibility ~ spell,  Palam

experienced a relatively
shorter duration of 3.5 hours
of zero visibility on Sunday,”

the IMD added.

According to Delhi airport
officials, no flights were
diverted on Sunday. The
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport issued a
passenger advisory at 12.10
pm. “Low visibility
procedures are still in
progress at Delhi Airport.
However, there has been no
impact on flight operations.
Passengers are requested to
contact the airline concerned

for updated flight
information,” the advisory
reads.

Delhi International Airport
Lid (DIAL) operates around
1300 flight movements daily.
"Due to adverse weather
conditions, flights to/from
Delhi, Amritsar, Chandigarh,
Kolkata and Lucknow are
impacted,” IndiGo said in a

post on X at 12.59 am. Several
trains at New Delhi Railway
Station were also delayed due
to the dense fog conditions.
Meanwhile, the air quality in
Delhi remained in the ‘very
poor’ category for the fourth
consecutive day on Sunday.
Delhis Air Quality Index
(AQI) reading at 1 pm was
339 ('very poor’ category).
The air quality is generally
impacted when the smog
thickens and temperatures
dip, along with reduced wind
speeds. The minimum
temperature on Sunday was
9.4 degree Celsius, which is
above normal by 3 notches.
The maximum temperature
was stood at 18.6 degree
Celsius, which is below
normal by one notch. Palam
was the cold area which
recorded 7.8 degree Celsius.
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TWO NEW FLIGHTS

People of Lucknow and adjoin-
ing regions will now have one
int.ermtlona.l and one domes-
tic flight te Bangkok
(Suvarnal huml} (BKK) and
Bhubaneswar (BBI), respec-
tively. Both routes will be oper-
ated by Air India Express,
thrice a week on Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturda w'njl
Boeing 737 Max aircraft having
capacity of 186 passengers.

A Chandhary Charan Singh
International Airport (CCSIA)
spokesperson said, “The two
new flights will augment our
emphasis on providing seam-
less connectivity to domestic as
well as international passen-
gers. With the introduction of
these routes, CCSIA now
enables people of the region to
travel directly to Thailand and
Bhubaneswar from Lucknow.
Travellers can look forward to
more options, reduced travel
time, and the promise of a has-
sle-free journey.”
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Dense fog in Delhi-NCR affects over 160
flights, delays 50 trains: Dense fog
enveloped DelhiNCR on Sunday, reducing
visibility and hitting flight and train opera-
tions. The Indira Gandhi International Airport
(IGIA) recorded more than 155 delays and
eight cancellations. The delays were report-
ed for aircraft not equipped with advanced
CAT Il navigation systems. The Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Limited (DIAL) reassured trav-
ellers that landings and takeoffs were ongo-
ing, but cautioned that non-CAT lil-compli-
ant flights might face delays.
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