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Mumbai bars Russian airline cargo,
local agent seeks Ministry intervention

A.rlu:h Phadnis
Mumbai

The Adani Group-run Mum-
bai airport has stopped ac-
cepting cargo booked on
Russian fag carrier
Aeroflot.

The airline operates dailv
flights between Moscow and
Delhi. Bonded cargo is car-
ried in trucks from Mumbai
and other cities and is then
flown to Russia via Delhi.

The airport’s curbs on
Russian airlines come days
after the Adani group’s $1
billion share sale in its air-
port business to investors,
including US funds,

Aeroflot’s  cargo  sales
agent Delmos Aviation Pvt
Ltd has sought the Civil Avi-
ation Ministry's interven-
tion as shippers are facing
delays and extra costs due
to the restrictions,

Airlines authorise ship-

pers to bring in cargo inside
the cargo terminal after
checking the airway bill and
flight booking details. This
process, known as carting, is
carried out through Mumbai

girport’s  online  system.
CARTING CLEARANCES

For carriage of bonded
cargo too, goods need o be
first brought to the airport,
where thE],r are checked b:.-'
Customs officials. There-
after, the goods are trucked
to the destination for its on-

ward journey.

The process has come to
a standstll at Mumbai for
goods booked on Aeroflot
and Volga-Dnepr Airlines
for the past two weeks and
trucks carrying goods had w
return to origin.

Volga-Dnepr Airlines also
had to reroute its Septem-
ber 19 flight to Delhi after
the Navi Mumbai airport
denied it permission.

In a letter to the Ministry
on Seprember 30, Delmos
Aviation said no proper ex-
planation had been
provided for the refusal of
permissions to the Russian
operators,

DELMOS LETTER

“We also reguest clarifica-
tion regarding Russia-re-
lated cargo being carried
from Mumbai h'_\r ather in-
ternational carriers, includ-
ing Emirates, Turkish Air-
lines, Ethiopian Airlines and

others. If such carriers are
permitted to accept and
move cargo connected with
Russia, we request clarifica-
tion on the criteria being
applied and whether the
same criteria are being ap-
plied uniformly to all carri-
ers and stakeholders” said
Delmos  Aviation's  Man-
aging Director Naveen Rao.

“We are not secking any
exemption from applicable
Indian law, Customs re-
quirements, airport security
procedures or other legally
apphn;".:bk regulations. Our
request is simply for a clear,
written and uniformly ap-
plicable policy, together
with a workable procedure
for cargo that has already
entered the customs-con-
trolled environment,” he
added.

Adani Airports and the
Civil Aviation Ministry did
not respond o emailed
queries on the issue.
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Shifting flights from Mumbai to Navi
Mumbai in 20 days not possible, say airlines

— not amere transfer of fights,  abi, operated by Air India  vices to Pune, Dadar and
Anaesh Phadnis and it is opening a new des-  Fxpress. IndiGa is likely to  Borivali, srarting Wednes-
Mumbai

Shifring Hights from Mombal
o Navi Mumthai airport will
not be possihle in 20 davs, o
senior girline official said,
citing complexities invalved
in the process.

“The sirlines will huve to
sign scparate ground hand-
fing, aircraft  mainrenance
and catering contracts for
operations at Mavi Mumbai.
Fior foreygn airlines, it could
also require site inspections
by their global teams. It is

tination,” he siid,

Airlines are also citing
cost and connectivity issues
as they oppose Mumbai In-
ternational  Adrport  Lim
ited’s move to temporarily
reduce one-third of their in-
ternational fights from Oc
tober 26. The airport oper-
ator has suppested  that
impacted airlines may relo-
cate their fights to Nawi
Mumibai,

At present, the Navi Mum-
bai airport has only one in-
rernational flight to Abu Dh-

add foreign routes
in the winter schedule. *We
have already sold seats on
Mumbai  flights and W
these services are cancelled
now, it will create big issue
for passengers. Splitting op-
erations herween Two air
ports will require us to hire
more manpower so there are
EXTFA COST8 Ton,” another ex-
ecutive said.

In a staement, the N
Mumbai afrport said it is ex-
panding transport options,
including electric hus ser-

dary. I is also lunching com
plementary inter-airport
shuttle scrvices  between
Mumbai and Navi Mumbai.

CARGO OPERATIONS
Cargo operators and agents
are also facing lssues with
freighter opemations a1 the
airport.  Custom brokers
have comphined about a
shartage of manpower and
equipment needed 1o handle
the volume. The Navi Mum-
bai airport did not respond
T0 A qUETY On CATED isses,
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CONCERNS OVER US SANCTIONS

Adani Airports Stops Handling
Some Russia-Linked Cargo

Russian carriers seek
civil aviation ministry’s
intervention over cargo
held up at Mumbai airport

Arindam Majumder

Mew Delhi: Adani Alrports has stopped
handling cerlain Bussia-linked cavao al
Mumbai airpart, ciling compliance con-
coerns rolated to TS zanctions. This has
triggered a dispuce with local reprosen-
tatives of Bussion carriers Aeroflot and
Valga-Dnepr overshipments already Lett
atthe airport,

In mudtiple eommunications to Muoam-
Tai aivporl aulthorilies, Naveen Rae, he-
ad of Telmes Aviation—which repre-
sonts Acroflot Tussian Adrlines and Vol
ga-Dncpr—asaicd that che dispute also in-
volves a charter operation at Navi
Mumbail Airport by Volea-Dnepr Adrli-
nes, whers slot arranpements hal initi-
ally been confirmed but were subsego-
ently revokad.

Addani Airporls operales eighl airporls
in the country including major gatewsays

suchashumbai and Ahmedabad.

Rao=aid he was informed by airportof-
ficialz that the decision was linked tothe
sanctions impessad on Bugsig by the US
Office of Foreipn Assets Control,

Adani Alrporls did not respond 1o BT's
queties.

People aware of the development, ho-
wover, zald that the decision was talken
atter the company raised a 51 billion in-
vestanent through a share sale to inves-
tors including U5 funds managed by
BlackHuock,

Rac has now weilien (o Lhe eivil avia-
fion mindstry urging il walep in Lo resnl-
v the issuc.

India officially maintains trade rela-
tiots with the Russian government and
recently signed multiple trade deals on
the sidelines of the BRICS summit helil
it Delhi Taslmonth.

Acconding (o Rao's email o the mind-
sty aboul 2.5 lonnes of cargoiscurvend-
IvIving in the Mumbai airport warchou-
s while Delmos Aviation iz scelking car-
ting for another 12.5 tonnes to build a
comunercially viable 15-tonne truackload.
The carge has already been waiting for
shout 8 weelk, with demurrape costs ag-
vumulaling, Baasaid.

The dispule cendres on whelher (he
sanctions restrictionz apply to ship-
ment: where the phvsical movoment is
undertoken by an ndian logistics com-
pany and the shipper and consignes are
not themselves sanctioned entitivs,

"W alsen regquest elarifiestion repgar-
ding Russia-relaled cargo being carried
rom Muombai by olther international
carriers, including Emirates, Turkish
Afrlines.  Ethiopian  Airlines  and
others,” Rao said in the email. "If such
carriers are permittec to accept anc mo-
vi cargo connected with Russia, we regqu-
eat clarificution on the criteriz being
applied and whether the same crileria
are heing applied unilformly 1o all carri-
crs and stakeholders.”
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Ground hold-ups hinder
Navi Mumbai cargo shift

® Freight carriers flag
longer turnaround
times, equipment &
manpower shortages

AKBAR MERCHANT
HMumbai, Dctober 5

CARGO OPERATIOMNS SHIFT-
MG from Mumbal's Chhatrap
ati Shivap Maharaj Interna
tional Alrpoet (CEMIA] o Nl
Mupmbal Intemational Aimpart
(MMIA) are fadng sgnificant
apieratiomal oot £ b= ks,
induding longerairoaft turm
aroumel times, I!IJ:II'IIRI:‘I. af
manpower and ground-han
dling equipiment Hmited ware
howiwing cypadat yand comrmiit
Linjp e bl ey ges fiveentaplove.
The constraimts havwe
already prompied Challenge
Group tote poraril s uispemnd
Its Mumbal operations from
MMLA, saviing thecurrsit Cpee
atmgsot-up did not allow it o
|1|:4.n'i|!r|.'arg|.|-:.rr\r'l.'r—|. with the
relfnhility and  certainty
required. The development
COTIES £V 078 s ATt opesmtar
Adant plrporis and aviation
regubator Alrparts Econnmic
Regulatory Authorioy (AERA|
areoffen ng sulstantial inoen

GROUND-HANDLING HURDLES

miccording toa
Challenge Group
executive,

1,000 tonne
alinbound carga
stsondolllesat o

w
i

Naw Mumba
# With sa many
dollies tied up,
sireraft can't & Other cperstors | ® Authorities seck
be offlcaded are also asseaung | to spesd up freight
and cargo via bility of shifting | movement at MMl
fays on board, operations to Navi | & have anneunced

theexecsays  Mumbal

fee waiver

tives toattrad mooee frelglter
traffic tothe new airport
“Moving frelghter opera-
tionsfmorm CAAIA I NM iAwas
always polng to be a major
e Theie are alot of moving
partsand theyall need towork
together,” Or Zak, chief com-
mercial officer, Challenpe
I:':lmp_ gald. He added thae
around 1,000 tonme of
Inbound eargs wan currently
stttmgon dolliesat theairport,
tyingupequipment needed to
unioad arriving aircraft
“With s mamy doflies tled
up, AFTINE mreraft can't be

affloaded and cargo stays on
boamd,”fak mid, Export apes
tions are also bekng affected,
with cargo cither not ready,
Incomecthy bl oe ot released
friin warshousess becatise of 2
shortapge of dolliéz he added

The bt tlenedks can have a
direct impact on the econom
| af it E|E!I1 eroperations AL
lines may have to wait longer
{or alroraft o beunloaded amd
|oaded, while export cargomay
not be available when alreraft
are ready todepart

t.!nnthurd. ﬁn ﬁﬂi 11

Ground
hold-ups
hinder NMIA
cargo shift

- ‘\
At

“SO YOU END up with
freighters leaving with very lit-
tle cargo, or even completely
empty,” Zak said. Challenge
Group said its decision to sus-
pend operations was aimed at
protecting customers, cargo
and supply-chain reliability
whileitevaluatesalternativesto
maintain connectivity. The tim-
ingisparticularlysignificant as
the industry heads into the
peak cargo season, when vol-
umes typicallyriseand pressure
onairport handlinginfrastruc-
ture increases.

“NMI is much needed and
has enormous potential. But
having the capacity and being
ready to handle it are two dit-
ferent things," Zak said.

Other cargo operators are
also assessing the viability
of shifting operations from
CSMIA. One airline spokesper-
son said the carrier was
contemplating a move to
NMIA but was facing hurdles,
particularly higher turnaround
times and the reluctance of
existing manpower totravel to
the newairport.

Freighter operators that
have operated from NMIA
include National Airlines,
Hong Kong Air Cargo, Cathay
Cargo, TurkishCargo, QatarAir-
ways Cargo, Silk Way West,
MASkargo, MNG Airlines, SF
Airlines, AIROne, Supama Air-
lines, ROMCargo Airlines and
Maximus Air. IndiGo CarGo
became the first freight carrier
at NMIA when it launched
operations on August 1.

AdaniAirports,along with
AERA, recently announced
a waiver of aircraft landing
charges for international
freighter operators, with a
90% waiver in the first year,
followed by a 50% discountin
the second year.

The incentives areintended
tobuild cargo connectivity, but
airlines say the immediate
challenge is ensuring that the
airport’s warehouses, ground-
handling equipment andman-
power can support the aircraft
operations efficiently. A query
sent to Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport did not elicita
response till press time.
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NaviMumbai
airport boosts
transport for
winter roster

AKBAR MERCHANT
mnha,':t}ctuher 5

THE HAVI MUMBAI Interma
donal Alrport (NMLA) lsexpand
mg its rl.lhlir transport and
grouend mobility network ahead
of the winter schedule, which
nms from October 25, 2026, o
March 2T, 30127,

Toater toincreasng passen
ger footfalls and mew ight com-
mmcemeTits, the Arport, oper
ated by Adant Alrport Holdings
{AAHLLwill proviche mnd timiodal
connec tivity with multiple pub
fic tansport options and eco
nomicl fares, acconding tothe
elense. MMIA is expected tosee
o passen ger al poralt arivals
and departures gradually as
Mumbai airport starts its reno
'||TL|ILIILEIIII|L'L'=|L

Maharashtra State Road
Tramspsort Co mporationwill com-
e - Shaval electric bos ser
vices fom NMIA on October 7
Fareswell be 245060 Pune Y210
to Borbvall and €170 o Dadar
Fast, Childmen beiow 12 B
womenwithacommonmaobility
card will Irr.-lgi] e forhalf-fare
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Bengal signs UDAN pact for 4 airports,
CM blames delay on previous TMC govt

AtriMitra
Kolkata, October 5

THE WEST Bengal govern-
ment has finally joined the
Union civil aviation ministry's
UDAN scheme by signing a
memorandum of understand-
ing to set up four new airporis
in the state—at Chharra in
Purulia, Balurghat, Hasimara,
and Kalaikunda.

Chief Minister Suvendu Ad-

hikari, Union Civil Aviation
Minister Kinjarapu Rammo-
han Naidu, and senior officials
from both the state and the
Centre attended the event at
Nabannawhere the agreement
under the Ude Desh ka Aam
Naagrik (UDAN) scheme was
signed on Monday.

Ara press conference, Adhi-
kari sharply criticised the pre-
vious Trinamool Congress gov-
ernment, accusing it of

delaying the state’s airport and
infrastructure development.

The state government will
provide required land and basic
infrastructure, while the Centre
and the Airports Authority of
India will oversee the airport
development

The chief minister said the
government planned to set up
a modern pilot training centre
at Behala in southwestern Kol-
kata,
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Mumbai airport’s
T1: Why are Mial,
airlines at odds?

BY ABHISHEK LAYW

The redevedapment af Terrminald T at Mumbe airguoet bas led iog
stanelll Bty operaton Mumbal Inpernaticrnl Alrpoes Lid dkaly
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airiine shots?

el hass asbeed airlines o ldeneity
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cammbibiratling The sk ool Lo
miere] o Ml Muambsal ar
alisrrminued unid the new
teriniirad is esly, This Alrfini
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has rejected the mechanssm as
artddrary, Aickines sn iheir Winier
WO AT s e low, spminming
inder in March, wene sppmved
in Jume, afierwhich they planned
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‘Whiat does this msan

lor passengers?
Pamswemmers wihose Mighds movn
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Snakes raise alarm at old airport ATC bulldmg

SANJAY MANDAL AND
DEBRAJMITRA

Calcuotta: Snakes have been
turning up with unusnal fre-
guency inside the old air traf-
flc control (ATC) bullding &t
the Calcutia alrport.

Sourees said the repiiles
have been spotied on difforent
floors of the nine-storey bulld-
1ng, next to the old domestic
terminal, on three occasions
1n the past fow months.

Eariler, a snake had been
spotted as high as the second
floor. But on September 30, an
alrport employee detected one
on the landing between the
seventh and elghth floors.

“The ATC tower, from
where the landing and ake-off
of aircraft are controlled, 1s lo-
cated on the aighth floor. The
soventh floor has the antl-hi-
JacKing coordination room,”
an airport official said. “Many
alrport staff. ATC personnel
and others use the stalrs to go
from the seventh to the elghth
floor. Ome of them spotted the
snake on the aftornoon of Sop-
tember 30."

“We were wondering how

Am.ah-mﬂ:elunﬂinghelneen the seventh and elghth floors of the ATC bullding on the afternoon of
September 30; (right) another on the second-floor corridor on August 2

4@ snake could climb up to the
seventh floor, " he added.

“We never detected snakes
n the ullding s0 frequently
earlier, Only ones or twice had
we seen a snake many years
ago,” sald an officlal who has
worked at the alrport for more
than 30 years.

According to experts,
many snakes are surprising-
v good climbers. But uniike
lizards and insects, snakes
cannot stek to smooth surfac-
©5 5uch as glass. They need a
physical grip, texture or fric-
Hom.

“The common bronzeback,
common wolf snake and Orl-
ental flying snake are some

COMmmaon specles found around
us that are good climbers.
They climb trees and rough
surfaces such as walls or
pipes,” sald herpetologist An-
irban Chaudhrd

‘I'h.esesnalwsa.realsu often
found on overhead utility ca-
bles and can sometimes be
electrocutead, he added.

However, climbinga tres or
a nelghbourhood wall 15 differ-
ent from reaching the eighth
floor of abullding.

Metro sent Chandhurl a
picture of the snake found on
the landing on September 30.
He ldentified It 45 a common
bronzeback, a specles of tree
snake

“This snake 1s also found
on overhead utility cables, It
could have entered the build-
lng throtgh such a cable or
used a pipe or vent stack. We
cannot say for sure ™ said
Chaudhuri, who has worked
closely with the forest de-
partment on the rescue and
rehabilitation of reptiles and
small mammals. The specles
he mentioned are all non-ven-
OIS,

Venomous snakes found
In the alrport area include
the monoclad cobra, Russell's
viper and common krait, he
sald “But these snakes are not
great climbers. They need to
sneak into a Wit or find some

otler fting mechanism. Oth-
erwise, they cannot reach the
upper floors of a building.”
Chaudhur] sald.

Monsoon flooding and
rapid urbanisation in New
Town, Rajarhat and adjoining
areas of North 24-Parganas
have contributed to a rise in
snake sightings in residential
complexes, on roads and In
drains. New Town recorded
two fatal snakebites within
two weoks in July 2023,

At the ATC bullding. an
atrport official spotted a snake
on the second floor around
3.30am on August 2, sources
sald

The floor houses, among

other faciitties, restrooms for
emplayess.

“Thesnake was caught and
released outside the buliding,”
an official sald. A few weeks
earlier, another snake was
seon at the bullding entrance
n the morming.

Alrport sources said the
bullding was constructed 1n
197L. A new ATC tower has
since been bullt but 15 vet to
become fully functional.

Snakes are also found on
the alrside, cfficlals sald

“We infmm the forest de-
pariment, and they deploy per-
sonnel to captire the snakes,"
a senlor alrport officlal sald.

“When we capture a snaks,
we don't release 1t nearby. But
Wi cannot take 1t a hundred
kilometres away, They are usu-
ally released in a thicket or a
forest not very far away,” a for-
est official of the North 24-Par-
ganas division sald.

“Much of these areas were
wotlands. They used to be nat-
ural habitats for snakes, Hu-
mans are the intruders here.
The snakes are just tryving to
find a way to survive,” the of-
ficlal satd.
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Air India, Express may share
key teams in cost-cutting push

TEAM INTEGRATION. Common HR, finance, IT and engineering functions under review

E—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Dplhi

Tara %ons-led Alr  India
Group is examining a pro-
pasal 10 integrate some key
departments of Alr India
with those of Air Indian Ex-
press 1o redoce duplication
and costs, sources told
businessfine,

The proposal envisages
ceamimon venmas for identiied
functions to streamline op-
erations, improve resource
urilisation and unlock eco-
nomics of scale. Unlike the
earlier mergers, involving
Vistara in 2024 and Indian
Airlines in 2007 when Air In-
din was onder government
ownership, the proposal un-
der lihsmmun ] IJmm:d 1o
integrating select funcrional
departments.

Air Indin did net respond
m  querics  on the
discussions,

COMMON FUNCTIONS
According to sources, the
discussions cover humain re-
sources (HE), fmance, in-
formation technology (1T}
amid engimes ringg Nofinad de
ciglon has been taken, and if

STREAMLINING OPS. bir India would continos with its
full-service pasitioning, while Alr indis Express would retain lts
|low-cost maded

approved, the Integration
could take about six months
rosmplement.

Marketing  bas  already
been integrated s part of the
Group's commercial  func-
tions. The Group also has
shared leadership across net-
work planning, sabes and dis-
tribution, and revenue
matipgement.

Air India Express cur-
renthy has separate heads for
HR and finance. The pro
posal could extend the moeg-
ration to other ldentified
functions by bringing the
reams  under common
leadership.

The proposed drranges
ment would retain the two

airlines' distiner 1denticies,
cost strectures and product
offerings, Air India would
comtinue with its full-service
positioning, while Air India
Express would retabn ics bow
cost model.

PUSH FOR SAVINGS
substantial losses and o
broader pash for cost savings
and consolidation seross the
Ciroup,

For FY26, Air India and Air
India Express, slong with
thieir joint ventures and sub-
sidiaries, reported combaned
losscs of T22 238 crore on a
revenue of about 71,870
crore, The financial pressare

is evident ut both curriers.
Alr India reported a stan
dalome net loss of T15368
crore in FY 26, while Air India
Express recorded a net loss
of 16,767 crore.

AL Air India Express, rev
enue rose 19 per cent to
719088 crore during the
vear, while operating ex-
ponscs stood at  B20663
crare,

“The plan seems to integ-
mle oore corporate funge
tions of both these airlines
under one leadership team,
thereby resulting in hetrer
management as well as sav-
ings onoverbessds and poten
tially unlocking ecomomics
of scale,” an industry msider
anid.

FOCUS ON SYNERGIES
Recently, Air Indin's CEO
and MD Tewolde Gebre-
mitriam, in his first townhall
addreas to emplovees, called
for closer integration across
the group. He emphasised
that the airlines already be-
long to one Air Indla Group
and that the group would
streamiine operations and

rsue synergics wherever
possable, while retaininga fo
CLE O COSTOMETs.
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Airlines urge govt to unlock

delayed ECLGS payments

AWAITING CREDIT. FIA says lenders are holding back funds amid liquidity pressures

]
Our Bureau
New Delhi

The airline industry has
sought urgent government
intervention to expedite the
release of sanctioned credit
under the Emergency Credit
Line Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS) 5.0, citing delays by
lending institutions amid
mounting financial and oper-
ational pressures.

Accordingly, the Federa-
tion of Indian Airlines (FIA),
which represents Air India,
IndiGo and SpiceJet, has
urged the Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) to provide
guidance and reassurance to
participating banks to facilit-
ate disbursements to eligible
member airlines seeking
support.

In a letter dated October
1, 2026, to Civil Awiation
Minister K Ram Mohan
Naidu, reviewed by business-
line, the industry body said
member airlines that had
sought credit under the
scheme had received a por-
tion of the sanctioned
assistance.

“The release of the bal-
ance amounts has, in several
cases, been delayed due to
continued hesitation on the
part of lending institutions,”
the FIA said.

i ﬂ-ﬂ._ X
| et S

SEEKING RELIEF. According to the FIA, the disbursements
would help airlines meet critical operational and working capital
requirements and sustain operations w kmsHran

However, the federation
clarified that not all its mem-
bers require credit under
ECLGS 5.0.

Its request concerns eli-
gible airlines seeking assist-
ance, particularly financially
vulnerable carriers that have
applied for immediate li-
quidity support to sustain
and strengthen operations.

VULNERABLE CARRIERS

Besides, the FIA said the con-
tinuing conflict in West Asia
since April 2026, airspace re-
strictions, flight diversions,
rupee depreciation, escalat-
ing operating costs and a
sharp rise in aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) prices had
severely strained airline li-
quidity and working capital.

The federation said the ur-
gency of the situation war-
rants immediate action to
ensure that airlines seeking
assistance can access funds
without avoidable delays.

According to the industry
body, the disbursements
would help airlines meet
critical operational and
working-capital require-
ments, sustain operations
and continue providing es-
sential air connectivity.

Furthermore, the FIA
highlighted the sector’s con-
tribution to national con-
nectivity, trade, tourism, em-
ployment and economic
growth. It cited an estimate
that every person employed
in aviation supports an addi-
tional 6.10 jobs in ancillary

and allied businesses.

So far, SpiceJet and Akasa
Air have received the first
tranche under ECLGS.

Last month, Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
had said that the min-
istry continues to engage
with SpiceJet and examine
how it can facilitate matters.

However, he pointed to
limits on government inter-
vention in private airlines.

SPICEJET’S FUNDS
Besides, Naidu said SpiceJet
had received 150 crore un-
der ECLGS, while the re-
maining funding had to be
worked out between the air-
line and its bank.

Asked about the disburse-
ment of a further ¥350 crore,
the minister said the govern-
ment had made the scheme
available, but obtaining the
funds was a matter for the
company and the lender.

Furthermore, the minister
said the government had ex-
tended ECLGS in recogni-
tion of the difficulties air-
lines could face, particularly
during the West Asia crisis.

“Our main priority is to
ensure that passengers do
not face inconvenience, that
safety is not compromised at
any cost and that smooth op-
erations are sustained,” he
said.
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Saudi airline fiyadeal
eyes expanslon in india

-
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IndiGo revises
fuel charges amid
hike in ATF costs
 —

Ouir Bureaii
Neaw Delhi

Airline major IndiGo has re-
vised fuel charges across its
domestic and international
routes following a sustained
inerease in aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) prices.

The revised charges will
apply to all new bookings
made from 0001 hours on
October 6. Accordingly, do-
mestic fuel charges under
the revised structure will
range from ¥375 to ¥1,300,
while international levies
will range from 11,000 to
T 10,000,

The airline said that the
latest month-on-month in-
crease in ATF prices ex-
ceeded 14 per cent, raking
fuel costs to their highest
levels in the last decade.

IndiGo said fully offset-
ting the increase in fuel costs
would have required a signi-
ficant hike in fuel charpes.
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FIA seeks faster release of airline
loan funds under ECLGS 5.0

The Federation of Indian Air-
lines (F1A), which represents
Alr India, IndiGo and Spice-
Jet. has sought urgent inter-
vention from the the Ministry
of Civil Aviation (MoCAjto
speed upthe refease of funds
sanctioned under the Emerg-
ency Credit Line Guarantes
Scheme{ECLGS)5.0. Ina
letter o Civil Aviation Min-
Ister K Rammohan Naidu
dated October 1, FLA said
some member airlines had
received only part of the assis-
tance sanctioned under the
scheme, This is because of
hesitation on the part of lend-
ing institutions, it mentioned.
FIA said airlines that had
sought craditunder ECLGS
50 had recelved a portion of
the sanctioned assistance, but
the release af the balance

Z

-

amounts had beendelayed in
several cases due tocontinued

hesitation among lending
instimitions. “Therefore, it is
imperative that MoCA facili-
tates in the timely release of
funds under the ECLGS 5.0
scheme, particulariy for
member airlines that remain
financially vulnerable and
have applied for the immedi-
ate liquidity support provided
by ECLGS 5.0 tosustain and
strengthen their operations.”
FlAs=aid. OUR BUREAL

5 OCTOEBEER 20Z6
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IndiGo passes more
of ATF shock to flyers

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhi, 5 October

Alrfares across India are set to
increase after IndiGo on
Monday announced a fresh
increase in fuel charges on
domestic and international
flights due to asustained risein
prices of aviation turbine fuel
(ATF), which accounts for
about 40 per cent of an Indian
carrier's operating costs.

The ongoing West Asiacon-
flict, which started in late Feb-
ruary when lsrael and the US
attacked Iran, has significantly
affected global crude oil
supplies. ATF prices in Delhi
have risen nearly 25 per cent
since July, from around T110
perlitre to¥137 per litre, Includ-
ing a 13 per cent Increase in
Ocrober alone.

The revised fuel charges by
India’s largest airline, annou-
noed on Monday, will apply to
all new bookings made from
12:01 am on Tuesday. This is
the second revision of IndiGo's
fuel charges since the airding
introduced the surcharge in
March this vear.

Air fares set to rise
Fuel charges on domestic routes™
Fuel charges (in7)*

0-500 = Apri
. T g
1 sm-1000
10011500
=
T:.m 2000
Mm-el,mu -

*Applicable on all bookings n'-ade from 12:01 am on

Cict 6, 2026

Source: IndiGo

“While offsetting the
increase in fuel costs wouwld
have required a significantly
larger Increase in the fuel
charges, IndiGo has imple-
mented a measured and
relatively modest adjustment
tominimise the impact on cus-
romers,” the aidine said.

For domestic flights, the
fuel charge will now range
from¥37510%1.300, depending
on distance, compared with
T275 to 950 under the pre-

vious stmucture introduced In
April. The charge for flights up
to 500 km has increased from
TarstoT37s, while that for S01-
1,000 km has risen from 400
to Teoo. For 1.001-1,500 km, it
has increased by 50 per cent to
fgoo, The charge for 1,501-
2,000 km has risen from T2300
o ¥1,150. For flights above
2000 km, the charge has
increased from 950 to T1.3000

More on business-standard.com
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INDIGO FLIGHT HIT
BY BIRD AFTER
LANDING AT RGIA

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT.4

An IndiGo aircraft travelling
from Bhubaneshwar to the
Rajiv Gandhi International
Alirport (RGIA) here, suffered
a bird hit after landing on
Sunday, officials said.

The aircraft, an Airbus 320,
was operating Flight 6E 718
and the incident occurred at
about 9.30 am

All passengers and crew
were safe after the incident.
The aircraft was being
inspectged for damage, the
official said. "Everything was
found to be normal,” sources
said.
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UAE shared
list before
FlyDubai

attack

Israel had passenger list
but raised no alarm

v

TEL AVIV, AP

uthorities in the United
Arab Emirates shared
vith lsrael a list of pas-

sengers and crew ahead of the
FlyDubai flight onwhich a pi-
lotartempted 1o seize control
of the lsracl-bound aircraft
and crashit, regional officials
said on Sunday, raising new
questions over how the at-
tacker evaded detection.
With the investigation un-
derway, preliminary details
about the incident have high-
lighted several major security
lapses. Officials have already
said the Omani co-pilot had
been barred from fving by
his own country because of
concerns ahout his extremist
views. [talso remains unclear
how a citizen of Oman, an
Arab country that has nodip-
lomatic relations with Israel,
was alkowed to My a plane load-
ed with Israelis to Tel Aviv.
The UAE said the co-pilot
attacked the capain with the
cockpit's crash axe and tried
1o setee control of the plum-
meting plane in a “terrorist
artack™ on Wednesday. The
flight, carrving 182 people,
nearly crashed before the
Indian captain opened the
cockpit door, allowing pas-
sengers and others to rush in
and subdue the attacker.
The regional officials said
Emirati authorities had
shared information about the
passengers and crew, includ-
ing their nationalities. lsrael

It's our highest

honour that we give

on owr Independence
Day. It's usually reserved
for Israeli citizens. but |
think here in this case,
all the citizens of lsrael
will embrace you (Smit
Machchhar)..So we hope ta
SEE YOU VEry 500N in lsrael.
Youl are a heno for israel,
India, and the entire world.
| inwite Prime Minister @
Narendrabod and you
tolight 2 flame on Israsli
Independence Day.
Bonjamin Hetanyahu
tsraal Prima Ministar

hadn't raised red flags onany
passenger or member of the
erew, said the officials,

The Shin Bet, Israel's do-
mestic security agency, said
the Transportation Ministry
is responsible for vetting
passenger lists from foreign
flights. Transportation Min-
ister Miri Regev said the seen-
rity agencies are responsible
for Might securitvand that her
ministry wasn't given a list of
PASSENZErS O ANY WATTIIES,

Sharing the list is standard
aviation procedure. But the
headofaviationsecurityat the
Transportation Ministry said
the ministry relies on local
security checks and does not
have the tools or the ability to
run checks on each passenger
onevery Mlight,

Australian police said on
Sunday that counterterror-
ism investigators were look-
ing into the attacker's possi-
ble connections to Australia.
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PROBE INTO SUSPECTED CRASH ATTEMPT

‘Co-pilot Planned Attack
Before Joining FIydubai’

Had plans of crashing
into Ben Gurion airport
earlier this year as well;
was a failed student at
Melbourne university

The Flydubai co-pilot who stabbed his
captain in a suspected attempt to crash
the plane has told UAE interrogators he
planned the attack before he was hired
by the Dubai state-owned airline, accor-
ding to two Israeli officials with know-
ledge of the probe.

A third source briefed on the UAE pro-
be said the co-pilot, an Omani national,
had planned to crash last Wednesday’s
flight into Ben Gurion airport near Tel
Aviv. He had also operated a flight to Tel
Aviv earlier this year and intended to hi-
jack and crash the plane then, but opted
notto, the source added.

It was not immediately clear why the
co-pilotchanged hismind on that previo-
usflight, although the co-pilotis thought
to have known someone onboard, the so-
urce said. All of the sources spoke on
condition of anonymity to discuss the
investigation. UAE and Israeliauthoriti-
esdidnotimmediatelyrespondtoarequ-
est for comment, nor did Flydubai.

The co-pilot of Flydubai flight FZ1073,
which had been bound for Israel from
Dubai, attacked the pilot with an emer-

e i S

T

gency crash axe, the United Arab Emira-
tes prosecutor general has said, calling
the incident a “terrorist attack”.

Two sources have said the co-pilotisan
Omaninational named Hamam al-Ham-
mami. Israeli officials have not named
the co-pilot but have said he is from Om-
an. Authorities have not publicly disclo-
sed the co-pilot's identity.

AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND LINKS
The co-pilot had been enrolled at RMIT
University in Melbourne but failed to fi-
nish an engineering qualification, the
university said in a statement Monday.
His years in Australia have become a fo-
cal point as investigators examine whet-
her his time there contributed to his ra-
dicalisation.
RMIT said it was “aware of media re-
porting of a former student alleged to be

An aircraft parked on the tarmac at Ben Gurion airport near Tel Aviv | AFP

involved in the Flydubai flight inci-
dent,” adding it was unable to comment
further as investigations continue. The
university is one of Australia’s oldest
tertiary institutions.

Investigators are looking into al-Ham-
mami’salleged visitstoradical mosques
and extremist websites during his time
in Australia, the FT reported Sunday.

Al-Hammami’s alleged interest in ex-
tremist content from his student day-
sadds more context to his career. He was
dismissed by Oman Air over concerns
about his radical views, yet still mana-
ged to secure a position at FlyDubai, a
sister airline of Emirates.

New Zealand Assistant Police Commis-
sioner Michael Johnson said on Monday
that the co-pilot had spent time in the co-
untry and that NZpolice werelookingin-
tothe period. Agencies
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IndiGo Raises Fuel Charges
Again as ATF Prices Surge

Qur Bureau

Mumbai: Inditio raised fuel charges on domestic and interna-
tional Aights for the seeond time sinee A pril, s 8 shacp ineredse
inthe pricesf aviation turbine fuel puts fresh pressursonthe air-
Tine's eoals and Lickel prices. The Celober revision lakes dormes-
ticMael charges 1o #2375 lor Mights apdo G000 Kem, Lo 00 e 001,000
km. to THO0 for LIHA-LA00 ko, to 1150 for 13002000 kin and 1o
TN or longerflighe:. For international flighes, the newrcharge
15 73000 for Saore routes beyond 300 kan and 75,5300 for Southesst
Asia. the GOC and Middle East, and North and East
Asia, Africa will attract 36,000 and Eurage, $20,000,
The latest invresse comes after ATE prices mose mio-
re Lhan T4% in Seplember, TndiGoe said, laking Muel
vsls Inamang their highest levels in the past decade,
el is one of the larecst variable costs for allines.
IneliCre said the latest increaze was below what would be requi-
red to flly offser the rise infuesl costs.

Inclitio'slatest move marksanother pags-throweh of highertael
costs o pessenpers. 1t introduced a fuel chacge in Macch follo-
wingasurge injetfuel prices linked tothe West Asisconflict, he
initial charge was BsA25 an domestie Mighls: inernational chare-
aes ranged Meorm $125 1o 22,3011,

InApril, IndiGaoreplaced the flat domestic charge with adistan-
ce-bascd soructare ramging from 7275 for flights up to 500 K 1o
TS for those longer than 2,000 k. International charges wone
raised:harply ranping fvom $900 or short-houl ndian subconti-
nent routes to 70000 for the UK and Europe,
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Flyadeal Looks to Expand India
Network Beyond Mumbai, Hyd

Forum Gandhi

Mumbai; Sauci low-cost carrier Flvadeal is considering
expanding its India network to cities including Lucknow,
Kolkatd snd Delhi, aiming to tap the growing trave] de-
mand belwesn Lhe Rocouniries, evenas luelcoslz and rest-
riclions on permitted destinations shape the pace ol ex-
pansion.

The airline. partof the Saudia Group, started fiving 1o ITv-
derabad innJuly and added Mumbai to its network on (eto-
ber 3. Both routes operate five times a week from Riyadh,

with the Mumbaiseryive adding more than 7,600
sedts i month between the twao cities,

“We exper] Lo v 1o al least hall a dozen Indian
cities," Plvadeal acling chiel executive Sanjiv
Kapoorsaidinan inerview with ET. The airline
is alzo looking at eities such az Chennal as it ta-

kez delivery of aircraft with greater range, It currently has
rights to serveaight Indian cities under the bilareral fram-
ewark between Dulia and Saudi Arabis, he said,

Flyadeal's inivinl operations indicate strong demeand, Tts
lirsl Mumbai-Rivadh Might cavried 170 pazsengers an an
airerall with e seals, whilaload faclors on The Hyderabad
reiile arein the high B0 rangs, Kapoor said.

“The challenge right now with the fuel prices is the fares.
the yiclds,” he said. Fuel prices have risen sharply this yo-
ar, making it harder for airlines to balance fare levels with
operating costs, "Loads are strony, The vields will hopetul-
Ly build up,” Kapoor ssid,
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IndiGo's fuel

surcharge on
all flights goes . .
:ﬁgﬂ;n today Ind].GO rals eS

stcharge on domestic flights
by up to €350 and oo interna-
tional £l ghhl'r:.r up fo £1,0040
imm Octoberé,asa swsta ined
rive in aviation torbine fuel
[ATF) prices pushes alrline
nrr-;-mri'ng Cot lh:lghr'r The ki
est revision follows the thind
Comsecu Hve modt I:Ih‘ II.'ILRJ.H.'
in ATF prices and comes ahiead
of the lest e traved seawn.,

The revised fuel charges
will apply to all new bookings
made after 11:01 am oo
October &, lndiGo sald the Lat-
o5t month-on-month
Inereass in ATF prices has
cxceeded 14, taking fuel
costs o among thelr higlest
lewels m the last decade

For domestic flights, the
fusd chargewillnowran gefrom
U375 for jpumevsnp to 500
b i i,3U||I'|n'i'L|![|:|I.|. 3|1|:|.Rr|
than 2,000 km. The charges fox
journeys of 501-1,000 km,
1,08 -1, 500 bomoand 1,501
2,000 km will be 600, €200

and ©1, 150, respectively:

Continued on Page 5

fuel surcharge

THIS REPRESENTS A sizeable
increase from the charges
introduced in April. The sur-
chargeforflights upto 500 km
has risen from ¥275 ta ¥375,
while the charge for flights
above 2,000 km has increased
from ¥950 to ¥1,300 — an
increase of about 3 6% in both
CAases,

The increase is also signifi-
cantly higher than the flat
425 domestic fuel charge
IndiGo had introduced in
March when fuel prices ini-
tially surged amid geopolitical
tensions in West Asia.

On international routes,
the latest fuel charge ranges
from¥ 1,000 for SAARC flights
up to 500 km to ¥10,000 for
Europe.Countriesin Southeast
Asia, Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) and West Asia, and
NorthandEast Asia will attract
a ¥5,500 charge. Flights to
Africawill attract 6,000, up
from ¥5,000. SAARC flights
beyond 500 km will carry a
3,000 charge.

The latest move follows a
sharp rise in domestic ATF
prices. On October 1, ATF
prices for domestic airlines
were increased by ¥16 perlitre
to¥137 from ¥121.281in Sep-
tember, an around 13%
increase. This was the third
straight monthly hike,follow-
ing increases in August and
September.

Overall, domestic ATF
prices in Delhi have risen
24.5% since July,from ¥110
per litre to ¥137 per litre in
October,after three consecu-
tive monthlyincreases. Fuel is
one of the largest cost compo-
nents for airlines, meaning
sustained increases can force
carriers to either absorb the
additional cost, raise fares or
rationalise capacity.

IndiGo, however, saidit has
kept the latest increase mea-
sured, noting that fully offset-
tingthe risein fuel costswould
require a significantly larger
increase in fuel charges.

The move could add to air-
fare pressure during the
upcoming festive period, when
demand for domestic and
international travel typically
strengthens.

ORIENT

Regd. Office : Taj C
Phone No, ; 044- 68172828, en

Notice is hereby given thal pursuant o 3
and SEBI Circular SEBVHO/MIRSDMIR
(2} 2026-MIRSD-POD/1/A750/2026 dalec
Khodidas Pate! Jainthy with Mr. Diliphumat
Para, Mehsana, Dist. Mehisana, Gujarat-
Tower, Mehsana-384001, North Guaral|
hoideris) as defafled below, to his name

transfemed in his fvour
Folio Name(s) of the Holder(;
No. and Registered Addres

EMOD | Mr. Maniial Mafattal Patsl
783 | Add: Clo. Ad Patel No
11, Sudhir Colony, Opp
ST Werkshop, Mehsana - 384

ECO0 | Mr. Chelaohal Mafatial
268 | Patel Add. Clo Al Patel,
11, Sudhir Calony, Opp

ST Workshop, Mehsana - 384

Any person wha has a claim in respect of
Registered Office within 30 days from this
glze the Company will proceed to creditth
account 8s per SEBI operating guidelines
Jaintly with Me. Dilipkumar Khodedas Patel

Date 05102026
Placa : Channal
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flyadeal expands network
with Mumbai-Riyadh flight

AKBAR MERCHANT
Mumbai, Cctober 5

SAUDI LOW-COSTCARRIER
fyadeal has expanded its
India network with a new
Mumbai-Rivadh  service,
adding more than 7,400
maonthly seats and offering
conmections to several desti

nationsacross Saudi Ambia.

"Indiais ane of the workls
largest and fastest-growing
aviationmarkets and 2 simie-
gic priority for fiyadeal as we
continue to expand our lnter-
national network,” ‘1..'|r|.|11.'
Kapoor, acting duef executive
officer, ﬂ:.r.'l.dml,n nd executive
vice president, strategy of its
parent company Saudia
Group, said.

“We just started Hyinginto
Imddia thisyear becausewedid
't have the alreraft capable of
making the range from our
Saucl o igins due to various
reasony, but now we do” he
added.

He hinded that the airfines
planstoadd more destinations
induecourseof time

"We'vestarted gradually in
Indiain this envimonment, and

SPREADING WINGS

mThe airline currently operates 47 Airbus
AT aircratt and will receive 240 seat
AdTneos [rom the middle of nesxt year

SAH N HAPOOR, ACTING CEQ, FIYADEAL

We just started flying into
Indlia this year because we
didn't have the aircraft

capable of making the range
from our Saudi origins due

tovarous reasons,
but nowwedo

we will mmp uwp our frequen-
oes and rarh1n:}'nnr|.1ﬂr| more
destinations, particularly as
the situation normalises”
Kapoorsaid.

The hilateral agreement
allows operations between
Sawdi Arabia and eight poinis
in India, *We Imrlr to be in
almaost all of them as things
normalise,” be said. Flyadeal is
looking at tler-1, tler-2 and
unserved markets wherethere
s dermand for low faes (o amd

from Saud| Ambia

mit will
mcaive L20-
seat A3S0necs
by tha end

af next year

On operatlons from Mavl
Mumbai Intermational Ai Tt
[NMIAL, Kapooe said liwastoo
ey to commit o plans, with
theaidine having only recently
started Mumbal operations “If
there is demand for low-fare
services, wewill certainlyeval -
wate if, bt it s still too rnrl}' -

flyadeal also sees an oppor-
tumnity for low-omst [nng hanl
operations In the region, dri-
ven h:lr Zhlgh volumes of reli
glous traffic, workers and
price- sens tive tavellers,
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SUSPECT HAD EARLIER PLANNED TO HIJACKAND CRASH FLIGHT

Flydubai co-pilot joined
airline with attack pIan

PILOT TURNS PLOTTER

m Co-pilot
allegedly planned
FZ1073
into Ben-Gurion
m He had earber s i | Hetanyahu says
A 8 Co-pilot allegedly attacked captain "

g:;::#;d:d AW vith crash ass fadloalislacrist

B Suspect mindian pilot Il"fdﬂﬂl'ﬁl'llhn
el b identified by Machchhar SRR
bbbk sources as Omani survived and oy I“Uned"dl pllat
-:ha.mn for . natianal Hamam was hailed :::dllx‘llblb. ﬂl:cn
aborting remains al~Ha i he
unclear FRATN s transfemed to UAE

ALFMANDER CORMNWELL
& MAAYAM LUBELL
lerusalem, October 5

THE FLY DUB.AI ©O-PILOT who
stabbed his captain in a sus
pected attempt to erash the
plane has told UAE intemomtors
he planned the attack before he
was hired by the Dubai state
ownod airline, aocomd Eng totwo
lsraeh officals. A third source
briefed on the UAE probe said
the oo FNi::i,.'l.nI hrtmiinatsonal,
had planned to crash last
Wednesday's flight into Ben-
Guron airport near Tel Avie. He
had also operated a fight 1o Tel
Aviv carlier this year and

intended to hijac kand erash the
planethen butoptoed not to, the
sorce added

Itwas not immediatelyclear
why the m-pllst changed his
mind on that previoos flight,
althaught e co-pll ot s thoug hit
to have known someone
onboard, the souwroe said. allof
the sources spoke on condition
of anomymity to discuss the
imvestigation. BAE and lsracli
authorites did not respond toa
n.-l'ru'a.t foroomoment

The co-pilot of fiydubal
flight F1073 which had been
bound for Ismed from Dubad,
attacked the pilo with an emer -
gencycrash axe, the UAE prose

cutor general has said, calling
the inddenta“terronst attadk T
Two smimes have said the
co-pilot B an Omani national
named Hamam al- Hammami,
Isradi officals have not named
the co-pllot but have said he ts
from Oman, UAE authorities
and fly dubal have not puliicly
disclosed the co-pilot'sidentity.
Reuters has not been able to
mdependent by reach al-Ham
mamiwho Ein UAE custody for
comment The UAE has not
announced any fomal charges
against him and it i not Imown
ithe hasappointed legal coun
sel. (hman has not commented
ontheincdent —REUTERS

BnnshAmuays
flight declares
emergency

A BRITISH AIRWAYS
flight from London to
Chicago made a U-tuim
overlrelandandisretum
ing to Heathrow after a
sudden dmcent andemer
gency declartion mid-
ri|ghl.]'llgh1 BAZDS Joper
ated by a 30-year-old
Boeing T77-2MIER,
departed Heathrow Ter
mimal 5 at 11:50 am
local time.

Abouit an bimer mito the
flight, while cruising at
37,000 feer, the alreraft
encountered an opera
tional ksue over Irish atr-
space and  mapidly
descended to 9,000 feed.
T he crew then squaneked
7700, the international
em [TKIHH'}'I:I'I:".'.

‘The aircraft stabilised
at 2000 feet and contin
uwed toward Heathrow,
according to Night-tmek
ing damand AIRLIVE

=Nl
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INDIGO TO HIKE
FUEL SURCHARGE
FOR FLIGHTS AMID
RISING ATF PRICES

NEW DELHI: IndiGo on Monday
revised its fuel surcharge for all
domestic and international flights
applicable for bookings made
from Tuesday, a move which will
push airfares further.

According to a statement, the
airline has "marginally recali-
brated” its fuel charges in the wake
of volatile air-turbine fuel (ATF)
prices in recent months, especially
following geopolitical issues in
West Asia_ “The..charges will be
included in all new bookings on
IndiGo flights starting 0001 hrs on
06 October 2026, it said.

“..The latest month-on-month
increase exceeding 14%, has taken
ATF costs to levels that are
amongst the highest in the last
decade,” it added. -BO0KII
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INDIGO RAISES
FUEL SURCHARGE
AS ATF PRICES
REMAIN VOLATILE

HT Correspondent

Iettersd hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India's largest air-
line. IndiGo, on Monday revised
its fuel surcharge for all domes-
tic and international flights
applicable for bookings made
[rom Tuesday, which will push
airfares further.

According to a statement by
the airline, it has "marginally
recalibrated” its fuel charges in
the wake of volatile alr-turbine
fuel (ATF) prices In recent
months, especially following
geopolitical issues in the West
Asia. “In view of the situation,
IndiGo has marginally re-cali-
brated its fuel charges across its
domestic as well as international
flights. The fallowing charges
will be included in all new book-
ings on IndiGo flights starting
0001 hrs on 06 October 2026.”
the airline said.

“The continuous rise in the
fuel prices, with the larest
month-on-month  increase
exceeding 14% has taken ATF
costs to levels that are amongst
the highest in the last decade,” it
added. The quantum of the hike
ranges from 00 to F350 for
domestic flights depending on
distance,

Under the revised structure,
fuel charges on domestic routes
have been increased to ¥375 for
flights up to 500 km, F600 for
flights upto 1000km, F900 for
flying berween 1001 tw 1500%km,
#1,150 for flights operating for a
distance upto 2,000 km and
71,300 for flights bevond 2,000
ko

For international flights, the
charges are fixed at OO0 for
SAARC routes up to 500 km and
3,000 for those bevond 500 km.
Flights to Southeast Asia, the
Gulf and Middle East countries
and North and East Asia will
have a charge of #5,500. The fuel
charge for Africa will be 6,000
and F10.000 for Europe.

The airline said that, as ATF
charge is a significant share of
airline’s operating costs, this rise
is expected to impact alrlines’
cost structures and network eco-
nomics, including those of
IndiGa.
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IndiGo hikes fuel charge amid high
jetfuel prlces higher airfares l]kely

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, October 5

WITH JET fuel prices remain-
ingelevated on a sustained basis
amid the West Asia crisis, In-
diGo on Monday announced
hikes in its distance-based fuel
charges for domestic and inter-
national flights from Tuesday
{October 6). The hikes in fuel
charge are bound to lead to a
further increase in airfares,
which have already been high
due to the impact of the West
Asiawar, Jet fuel is a major cost
element for airlines as it ac-
counts for over 40% of their op-
erating expenses.

While the increases on do-
mestic flights range from Rs100
to Rs 350 per sector, a large
numberofinternational passen-
gerswill face substantially larger
increases compared with the
fuel charges announced by the
aitline in April. The fuel charges
for international flights have
been hiked byuptoRs2,500 per
sector. The revised fuel charges
will apply to all bookings made
from 00:01 am on Tuesday,
which means that booking al-
ready made will be unaffected
by the charge revision.

“ATF prices have remained

=

e lnd|Gofuel charges 2 o T
X — .
(DOMESTIC ROUTES) \ Ly
Route distance (km) Eﬁ:ﬁj{gm Increase (3)
0-500 1375 1100(36.4%)
501-1,000 1600 | 200 (50%)
11,001-1,500 900 300 (50%)
1,501-2,000 11,150 1 350(43.8%)
' Above 2,000 11,300 1 350(36.8%)

volatile in recent months, es-
pecially following geopolitical is-
suesin the Middle East. The con-
tinuous rise in the fuel prices,
withthelatestmonth-on-month
increase exceeding 14%, has
taken ATF coststolevelsthat are
amongst the highest in the last
decade. Giventhat Aviation Tur-
bine Fuel makes upasignificant
shareofairline’s operating costs,
this rise isexpected toimpact air-
lines’ cost structures and net-
work economics, including
those of IndiGo,” said the
country's largest airline, which
operatesover 2,200 flights aday.

IndiGo described the latest
increase as a “measured and
relatively modest adjustment”,
saying a significantly larger in-
creasewould have been required

to fully offset the rise in fuel
costs. The fuel charge was intro-
ducedinMarch, intheearly days
ofthe West Asiawar, and waslast
revised on April 1.

“IndiGo regrets the addi-
tional burden these revised fuel
charges may place on its cus-
tomers. However, the decision
reflectsthe sustained increasein
operating costsand theevolving
market environment. IndiGo
will continue tomonitor the situ-
ation and make relevant adjust-
mentsasand whenappropriate.
IndiGo remains committed to
giving wings to the nation by of-
fering affordable, convenient
and consistent travel to cus-
tomers,” the airline said.

FULL REPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Aviation safety

THE INCIDENT is areminder that
aviation safety must account for
both technology and human limi-
tations (‘A pilot’s heroism points
to need to rethink cockpit safety’,
IE, October 5). Pilots require regu-
lar simulatortraining for rare but
critical emergencies, while
airlines should strengthen proce-
dures for situations involvingin-
capacitation orimpaired
communication. Independent
safety reviews can identify weak-
nesses before anotherincident
occurs. Technology should assist
pilots without creating excessive
dependence on automation.
Regulators must also ensure
that safety recommendations
areimplemented and
periodically audited.

SMJeeva, Chennai
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IndiGo raises fuel surcharges as
West Asia war spikes ATF prices

M ErsEh NCUSLETIITIES com
HEW DD

Tdidzo, raisex] fel sirchar-

wes on all domestic amd
Intermatiomal Mights for book-
ings mde Trom Tuesday,
pushing sirfares higher.

In o statement an !'l.[|'||1r|:|}',
IndliCiosaid it has “marginally
ezl ibicades B s Foel ol in
e wyake ol volatibe pir-turbine
Tuel (ATF) prices in pecent
masths, especially fallowing
the gespolitical confller in
West Asian, "I view of the situ
athon, lindiGo has marginally
re-calibrated its fuel charges
across s domestle as well as
imternational Rigghts, The fal-
lowing charges will be
{mchdhel in all esw bookings
on IndiGo
Mights sar
{mgr DR Hars
on (W efo-
ber 20026, the airline said.

“Thae coaul bisous rise o the
Tael prices, with the latest
masith-on-month  inerease
4'1.L'4-|-|:F|r|F G hastaken ATF
st to bevelds that are amdongst
b= bz vt i Ehaee Lot ehesiaede™

Intli;l'h‘ lurgest  airline,

Revisod charges will apply 1o
bookings from b DCtobear. vt

The quantum of the hike |

ranees from Bs 100 to He 350
frwrdhmestic Nights depencding
andistanee. Under the revised
struciure, fuel surchanges on
domestle routes have been
inereseed io W5 for Mig= g

Lo 500 ki,

Hindustan Times [o00 for

Rights up to

I, o00km,

TR0 For Pying betwees LOO!

o LS00k, t1150 for ||i;|.'lll &

operting for a distance wp o

000 ke aed o 10,300 [or
|'|i_|,|_'||.|l.|||,-'_l.||n||‘_*.i'HR| lemi

For internatiomnal flights, the

chargges are ficeckal TLOOKO for

SAARC rootes wp to 500 km
sl T8, 000 For thoese beyond
S0k k. Flighits to Soart east
Mg, e GnlCand Migldle Easi,
el Neorih amd East Asia will
have a charge of 15,500, The
Fuee] eharyge: Froor Adirica b U6 000
arwd RP0 U0 T Enrope.

T said since ATF chargzisa
slgnificant share of a carrier's
operating coed, this rise conld
it sirfines’ cost structures
iI!III I'Ir'|l|'|.":H+|. H'III'III!'I1i1'\ Ve
fowr InddiGen, 1t has implemendisd
o measured and reliively
meodest adjustment 1o mini
tetsie the Dagpact o Oyers.

Inkicin Fast pevised its ool
charges on April 2 this vear cit
ing an over LM% month-on
mvath nerease in fuel prices
The Centre passed on o stg-
weeresd 25% hithe i ATF costs bo
dirlines operating domestic
routes. “lmiiGio regrets the
aclelitizweal Inarclen e revised
Tuel charges may place on its
ciisiomers. However, thedec-
sion reflects thie sustained rise
I orperating cost and evolving
market envirmonment, InciCio
will continuse o manitor the
sitiatbon and make relevani
adjusiments as and when
| apgropriate,” Uhe airbine said,
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The scherme i operational £l
March 2007 or 18 T2.55 trilfan
in guaramhees ane issised, s

Airlines
seek faster
disbursal
of ECLGS
5.0 funds

i;dbacim'llr\-m'r't o
MEW DELHI

b Federation of
Inddinn Adrfines (FIA),
whieh represenls

Inditio, Air Indinand Spice
Jer, has asked Union civil
aviation minister K. Hammo
D Madaden vo Bieslge Prchloane
ithe |-'1i||r'r|i|i:r|l|m dishurse
menl of funds under thi
Emergency Credlt Line
Ghrantee Scheme (ECLGS
S0 for carriers in urgent
need of liguidity.

The schemie, approved by
e governament in March and
being  implemented by
Natiomal Credil Guarar e
Trustee Company  Lul
INCGTC), soeks to provide
tnrgeted credii TR RTRIEEE
suppert b husinersses
alfected by external disrp-
i lesins,

It a letter to the minkster,
ihe ledderatlon lias ulu:.:hl
wrgedn intervention o fcill
tate e epedilivu disbiree-
mesd of credit swpport el
wibde memnber airkines desir-
wns of avaiting credit under
||JI.'.'H.i|.1'!|I|.'.

“While those member air
liness whio have souglt evedin
whiderihe ECLGS 5.0 schomme
Tz receivesh o pertbon of e
assislaawece sanctmed voder
the scleme, the redeaso of the
bakanee mmownis has, inosey-
ernl cuses, boen delayed due
tasasninl feiniesd bessitation on (e
part of lending institutions,”
the betier, dated 1 October,
sl

T groupdeig has sald It s
imperitive for the mindstry o
lielp Pecilitate Umely release
al funnds dnder the ECLGS
5.0, partkeudurly for member
airlines that remmin finan
cinlly vulneratde and have
a;lrlll!'ll for the fimerdinge
liqulekity support providaed by
the seliemne,

People Tamiliar with the
matier sald Speedet, which
has been lcing multiple
headwinds, has already
availed 1150 orore ander the
scheme and is awalting
another irmnche of TI50
PR i

The scheme is i
thonal til Mareh 2027 or il
guaraniees amoupting o

256 trillion are sswed,
whilchever I8 earller, ani
covers MSMEs (micron,
small, and mediom enter-
prizesl, eligible non-MSME
busimess borrowers and
schwdluled passenger abrlin:
companies.
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SC to speed up ‘88 Air India
crash compensation case

The case could set a precedent for how compensation is calculated in future air-crash claims

Ersna yadawEl et oom
HEW BELHI

e Supremis Court on Mon-
|:|-:|}' :|;,;||.-1-:|. 1o Fast-track a
neardy four-cecade-old com
reasation ll|.1iil:|fl' irising
Iruem the 988 Alimiedalbd
afr vty olbed PO peogse, after Ady
TrmBia songght amorent earingg inneas:
that could potentially reshape how
n'.miu-u.l.'n'h:m isealondaped inafr-orash
clalms
A bepch lead by Chicl tustice of Tndia
Surva Kant agrecd to list the matter
befomre Justices Aravine Bmar and
M.V, Angaria, who had earlier heand the
long- ranaingg dispaide,
“List before thwe bench presided by
Justice Arvined Bomar,” the O said.
Mint reported earfior on Monday
Uit A Denidis Bl st s esardy Busar-
imgrof thae case, which was gt heard in
Decembaer 20025 but was not talien up
thereafter. The abrdine -\||||M'|.||||'r|!J:|
mewved anapplication secking an early
|uu|1||},.

Al the hesir llfi|ll.'l'|ll-rlllrl marnues-
Hon thit ls remadned varesedyed for
1!|-1'u.:h-th|rmlll|'||r|'||||1|.-\.'||:ir|||||'1'|.rri|'-
Hmsalan ol crash e calelaiod uskng
principhis develoged Ly U Suprese
Court for rom] sccilents under the
Wlastowr Ve bl les Act, Or sl avia

separate (rmework?

times receiving full or jusd compemss
thon Thes subanbssdons s seck consid-
eration of Lictors sach as actual
Incoame, futiere sarning capgcity amd
|'h..'|r||,;|m i e oveer Do, v lser
thun relying solely on standardised for

Writtem subwnissions filed by vic ;""fm are *:9*-"! mﬂrﬁﬂiﬂ‘d
e . . OF COrmpeEnsa ki SUNVIVOTS
Himes IE..IrII": UI“!{": |.r.l.'|1'|.| Iy Mt e rhthe ftrs Civilsjts Bt
argue thiat Motor Vehicles Actprine — aprning capacity 1985 and 1592 the
ciples should not automatically  under fort law case has reached 50

.-r'

L

APEX COAETT
An emall seeking Alr India's
e G ER wliy s comirt |||1||:'|.-|'fli|1“'|-
reemuned unnnsavered o |aress | e
Thie s ilates back to 19 Oetober
15188, when [ndian Airlines Flighi

il m'.i!rﬂj"t

T‘le case will examine if aw-crash cu:umpensa,-t:n miusst follow Motor Vehicles Act or 3 separate aviaton-speciic framework. sr

A -

fcal inel mental disabiities

Fomiblies of ihe deceased and survi
wours [Thed) 38 civil sinits betwecn 1RSS5
el 1902 seeking compensation. The
Mhriedalacd ity Ciail Coart bl

| theclaims in 3002, The litigation then

miewed b e Gagaran High Court,
which decided the appeals in 20060
‘I'Ill rey i e ili Avan I.‘h.

IMDHAN Alfines had  THE hearing at The dispute reached the
;w_lir:ﬂdn ;:;;:ﬂr: :ﬁﬂt quc'zﬂsm" Sapreene Courl in 2000, In April
Al depositing 30%, safety fabowing lest Tt year, the court recorded thal
but case continued years Airindiacrash  the compensation determined

against Inddian Airlines hald been

apply oaircrashes, The claimnts
coprbend that passengers have litge
wrrnereidnl oyverehe oo, main-
lenanceor safety of nn alrermi ond gen-
erally have oo knowhedge ulies i
cal funetioning.

They argue that esmpensation
should instend be determined uncler
iy peincbpdes ol tor Lew, with vie-

mtikas developed for road pocidenis,
The Suprems Court's decision to
hear the matler coimes againsg (he
backatrop ol bast yenr's Alr Indin crash
thiant illed 260 peple, with several
petitions conoerming alr safoty and the
sy Inwesstigarlon geeniling Defoe the

10155, nperafing Trom Mumbai to
Alumedabael crashed whileapprosch
ing Alimedlahad airpost. The ainoalt
wits carry Ingg L35 peogle. el uding six
erew members, OF these, 133 wene |
lilled, while two passengers survived,
ot il whuom sufTered sulwtaniial phvse

dhepoesiied with the Ahmedabod
Uity Civil Coxprt, alomg with intemest
while the Alrports Authaority of India
b ebepuoisided] 307% all Lhe compensa-
o Thecaonin directed dishursemient
o elaimants subsiect o them fumidiing

| seeurity otherthan o bunl guarnmntee.

1 iekizat o, hovever, continned,
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IndiGo to hike fuel surcharge for
domestic, int’l flights from Oct 6

OUR CORRESPONDENT
New Delhi, October 5

The country’s largest air-
line IndiGo on Monday
announced a hike in fuel
surcharge for domestic
and international flights in
the wake of rising jet fuel
prices. The revised charges
will be effective from Octo-
ber 6, and the move will
push airfares higher.

The quantum of the hike
ranges from Rs 100 to Rs
350 for domestic flights
depending on distance.
The hike in surcharge has
also been effected for inter-
national flights. This is the
second time since April that
the carrier has increased
the fuel surcharge, which
was introduced in March,

The fuel surcharge will
be Rs 375 for routes with
distance up to 500 kilome-
tres and Rs 600 for flights
having distance between
501 and 1,000 kilometres.

The amount will be Rs
900 for routes with a dis-
tance of L0 to 1,500 kilo-
metres and Rs 1,150 for a
distance of 1,501 to 2,000
kilometres. The statement
gald the fuel surcharge will
be Rs 1,300 for flights hav-
ing a distance of more than
2,000 kilometres.

For SAARC region (lights,
the fuel surcharge varies
from Rs 1,000 to R= 3,000
and Rs 6,000 for Africa
flights and Rs 10,000 for
Europe services. The fuel
surcharge will be ks 5,500
for flights 1o Southeast Asia,
GCC and the Middle East,
and North and East Asia,

-—————

THE QUANTUM OF THE
HIKE RANGES FROM

Rs 100 TO Rs 350 FOR
DOMESTIC FLIGHTS DE-
PENDING ON DISTANCE

as per the statement.

Aviation Turbine Fuel
(ATF} accounts for around
40 per cent of an airline's
operating costs. IndiGo said
ATF prices have remained
volatile in recent months,
especially following the

political situation in the
Middle East.

According to the air-
line, the continuous rise in
fuel prices, with the latest
month-on-month increase
exceeding 14 per cent, has
Laken ATF costs [o levels
that are amongst the high-
est in the last decade.

“Given that ATF makes
up a significant share of the
airline's operating costs,
this rise is expected to
impact airlines” cost struc-
tures and network eco-
nomics, including those of
IndiGo,” it said in a state-
ment on Monday. In view
of the sitnation, the air-
line said it has marginally

i

recalibrated its fuel charges
across its domestic and
internationzal fights.

While offsetting the
increase in fuel costs
would have required a sig-
nificantly larger increase
in fuel charges, a mea-
sured and relatively mod-
est adjustment to minimise
the impact on cusiomers
has been made, the airline
said. Regretting the addi-
tional burden the revised
fuel charges would have
on travellers, the airline
said the decision reflects
the sustained increase in
operating costs and evolv-
ing market emvironment.

IndiGo operates over
2,200 fights daily.

On October 1, ATF prices
were hiked by a steep Rs 16
to Rs 137 per lire from Rs
121 for domestic airlines.
The revision came after the
jet fuel prices were raised
by Rs 6.28 per litre, or
546 per cent, in Septem-
ber, following a Rs 5 per
litre increase in August. In
April, Air India announced
revisions to fuel surcharges
while Akasa Air started
levying a fuel surcharge
from March 15 amid the
spike in ATF prices.
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Your Ind

ARSHAD KHAN @ New Delhi

IN a fresh blow to travellers, In-
dia's largest airline IndiGo on
Monday declared a fuel sur-
charge on domestic and inter-
national flights from Tuesday
It will go up to T10,000, depend-
ing on the route and sector
For domestic flights, IndiGo
will charge 7425 for rotites less
than 500 km, 600 for routes be-
tween 501-1,000 km, T900 for
routes between 1,001-1.500 km,
71.150 for routes between 1,501-
2000 km and 21,300 for routes

Rising ATF costs

Air India, IndiGo and Akasa
introduced fuel surcharge in
March when ATF prices shot
up due to the Iran war. They
lowered it in July. With
tension again peaking, ATF
prices have seen a jump.

above 2,000 km. For interna-
tional flights, IndiGo will
charge a fuel surcharge of 500
for the SAARC nations that are

within 500 km. For

SAARC region bevond 500 km,
the charges are 1.000. For
South East Asia, Middle East
and GCC and North & East
Asia, a fuel surcharge of 5,500
has been introduced. For Afri-
ca and Europe, it is 6,000 and
210,000 respectively

iGo ticket just took a faster price flight

IndiGo controls two-thirds of
India's domestic air traffic.
“The continuous rise in fuel
prices, with the latest month-
on-month increase exceeding
14%. has taken ATF costs to
levels that are amongst the
highest in the last decade. Giv-
en that Aviation Turbine Fuel
makes up a significant share of
airline’s operating costs, this
rise is expected to impact air-
lines' cost structures and net-
work economics, including
those of IndiGo,” said IndiGo
in a statement.

Per litre
jump for
airlines
After falling
from 115
per litre in
June to 2110
in July,
domestic
ATF prices
rose to #F115
per litre in
August and
climbed to
2137 from
October 1.
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IndiGo flights
to cost more

ASHOKE RAJ  New Delhi

IndiGo will reintroduce fuel
surcharges on domestic and
international flights from
October 6, making air travel
pricier ahead of the festive
season. The airline said the sur-
charge will apply to all new
bookings made from 12.0lam
on October 6. Depending on
the route, passengers will pay
an additional amount ranging
from 2425 to 710,000.

The airline attributed the
decision to a sharp rise in
Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF)
prices, driven in part by con-
tinuing geopolitical tensions
in West Asia.

IndiGo said the latest

Representative image
WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

month-on-month increase in
fuel prices has exceeded 14%,
pushing ATF costs to some of
their highest levels in the
past decade. Since aviation
fuel accounts for a significant
portion of airline operating
expenses, the increase has
put additional pressure on
carriers’ costs.

CONTINUED ON »» P4

IndiGo flights to cost
more

For domestic flights, IndiGo will levy 2425 on
routes up to 500 km, 2600 on sectors between
501 km and 1,000 km, 2900 for journeys between
1,001 km and 1,500 km, and 71,150 for routes
between 1,501 km and 2,000 km. Flights cover-
ing more than 2,000 km will attract a surcharge
of 71,300.

For international travel, IndiGo will charge
7500 surcharge on SAARC routes up to 500 km
and 71,000 on SAARC sectors beyond 500 km.
Flights to South East Asia, the Middle East and
GCC, and North and East Asia will carry a 5,500
surcharge. The charge will rise to 26,000 for Africa
and 710,000 for Europe.

Domestic ATF prices have climbed consider-
ably in recent months. Prices fell from around
2115 per litre in June to 2110 in July, before return-

ing to 2115 in August and rising to 2121 per litre
in September. From October 1, prices increased
further to around 2137 per litre for domestic air-
lines.

Global jet fuel prices have also remained ele-
vated. The global average price rose | per cent
last week to $187.34 per barrel, compared with
levels of around $85-%90 per barrel before the
conflict began on February 28.

Indian airlines had previously introduced
fuel surcharges in March following a sharp
increase in global fuel prices. Air India, IndiGo
and Akasa later reduced the additional charges
as fuel prices eased around July.
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IndiGoraisesfuelsurcharge from 6 Oct
as ATF pricessurge;airfaressettorise

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
NewDelhi, 5 Octaber

Inditro will increase its Rael
surcharge on domestic and
international Qights from &
October, citing asharp rise in
aviation turbine fuel (ATE)
prices amid heightened
geopolitical tensions in West
Asia The mowve is likely to
make air travel costlier for
PUSSENZeTs,

This is the second ncrease
in IndiGa's [eel srchang: snee
Apnil The airline hadintmduesd
Che surcharge in March as fuel
costs remained elevated

For domestic flights, the
revised surcharge willdepend
on the distance travelled.
Passengers [yving up o 500
km will pay an additional Rs
375 while the charge will rise
Ly Bs 600 orjourneys hetween
501 ki andd LOCKD k.

Thesurchargehasbeen Axed
at Bs 900 for Nights covering
LOOL-L500 km and Bs 1150
for distanees between 1,501
kmand 2000k For domestic
roules exceeding 2000 kmy
Lhe additional Feel charge will
be B 1300,

The airline has also revised
fuel charges on international
routes with theamount varving
according to the destination.

FlightstotheSAARC region
willattract asurcharge ranging
[rom Bs 1000 1w Rs 3000,
while passengers ravelling w
Alrica will pay an additional

Fs (WML

For fights 1o Europe, the
revised surcharpe stands a Bs
W00 Thecharge brdedinations
acmss Southeast Asia, theGull
Cooperation Couneil (GCC),
Wiest Asia, North Asiaand East
Asia has been set at Bs 5500

IndiGeo said ATF prices have
been highly volatile in recent
months, with the situation
wiorsening amid geopuolitical
developments in West Asia
According to the airline, fuel
prices rose by more than 14
per cent month-on-moenth,
pushing ATF costs close to
Lheir highest levels inthe past
decade. ATF accounts for a
sutstantial portion ofanairlings
operating expenses, IndiGo
said the sharp increase was
Lherefore putting pressure on
its cost structure and the
cconomics ol operating its
network
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Shifting flights to Navi
Mum & Tl revamp:
Meeting on Tuesday

@hmesuﬁru:lta.cnm

New Delhl: Union civilavia-
tion secretary Samir Sinha
has called a meeting of airli-
nes and Mumbai Internatio-
nal Airport Ltd (MIAL) on
Tuesday to resolve the lm-
passe over shifting some
flights to Navi Mumbai In-
ternational Alrport (NMIA)
and starting phase-wise re-
development of Mumbaialr-
port’sTerminal 1(T1).

'T1 has been built in pha-
ses over six decades, with
TIB dating to 1965, T1A to
1992 and T1C to 2010. MIAL
plans to begin redevelop-
ment with the oldest por-
tion, citing structural safety
CONCErns.

Alrlines have resisted
splitting operations betwe-
en Mumbali's two alrports.
Alir France-KLM GM India
Stefan Gumusell said last
week: “From an efficiency
perspective, we have teams
on the ground (at Mumbai),
and to split, we need to have
new teams. There will be mo-

re challenges to train (peo-
ple). From that perspective,
splitting is not an option.™

Concerns over T1's struce-
tural condition date back ne-
arly adecade. A 2017 structu-
ralaudit of T1B found severe
corrosion in some areas, in-
cluding spalling concrete,
exposed and snapped rein-
forcement, and cracks. It sa-
id the affected areas could
create “serious concerns”
and advised demolition.

An AERA tariff consul-
tation paper in Sept 2020 had
also noted MIAL's submis-
sion that TIB had “become
structurally weak”, while
acknowledging the project’s
necessity from the standpo-
int of structural safety Re-
construction was deferred
during the Covid-19 pande-
mic

Officials fear the deterio-
ration may have worsened.
The collapse of a canopy at
Delhi airport during heavy
rain in June 2024, killing one
person, has added to con-
cerns over ageing airport
structures.
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flydubai co-pilot planned
to crash jet into Tel Aviv
airport or building: Report

Jerusalem: The flydubai co- £
pﬂmwhﬂsmhhaihlsmpmmz

Inasuspected attempt tocrash
the plane has told UAE lnter-
rogators he planned the attack
before he was hired by the Du-
bai state-vwned aid ine, accor-
ding to two Israell officials
with knowledge of the probe.

A third source briefed on
the UAE probe said the co-pi-
lot, an Omani national, had
planned to crash last Wednes-
day's flight into Ben-Gurion
airport near Tel Aviv. He had
alsooperated aflight to Tel Av-
v earlier this vear and inten-
ded tohijack and crash the pla-
ne then, but opted not to, the
source added. It was not imm-
ediately clear why the co-pilot
changed his mind on that pre-
vious flight, althoupgh the co-
pilot is thought to have known
someone onboard, the source
said. All of the sources spoke
on condition of anonymity.

UAE and Israell authoriti-
es did not immediately re-
spond to a request for com-
ment, nor did flydubai.

The co-pilot of fAydubai
flight FZ1073, which had been
bound for Israel from Dubal,
attacked the pilot with an
emergency crashaxe, the UAE
prosecutor general has said,
calling the incident a “terro-
rist attack™. Two sources have
said the co-pilot is an Omani
national named Hamam al-
Hammami. Israeli officials
have not named the co-pilot
but have said he is from Oman.

Co-pilot reportedly told UAE
interrogators he had also
operated a flight to Tel Aviv
earlier this year and intended to
hijack and crash the plane then

UAE authorities and flydubai
have not publicly disclosed the
co-pilot's identity.

Reuters has not been able
to independently reach al-
Hammami, who is in UAE cus-
tody, for comment. The UAE
has notannounced any for mal
charges against him and it is
not known if he has appointed
legal counsel. Oman has not
commented on the incident.

Suspect spent timein NZ too

New Zealand assistant po-
lice commissioner Michael
Johnson said Monday that the
co-pilot had spent time in the
country and that NZ police we-
re looking into the period. He
did not say when the co-pilot
allepedly visited the country
or name him. A multi-agency
Australian counterterrorism
unit is also investigating links
to Australia of the co-pilot, w-
ho was once enrolled at RMIT
University in Melbouwrne, Vic-
toria. A fourth source said the
co-pilot had studied there aro-
und adecade ago. routes
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Flying to get
costlier as
IndiGo hikes
fuel surcharge

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Flying this festive
season will get more expensive
as aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
prices now reach the highest
level in the last decade amid
the continuing USIran war
and a weakening rupee. Indi-
Go will hike fuel surcharpe
due to mounting operating ex-
penses from Tuesday. The in-
crease for domestic flights
ranges from Rs100 to Rs 350 per
sector The hike for internatio-
nal flights is up to Rs 2,500 per
sector Otheralrlines arelikely
to follow suit. This is the third

OTHERS
MAY FOLLOW

hike in fuel surcharge since
the West Asia crisis began.
“The continuously rising
ATF costs have required Indi-
Gotore-calibrate fuel charges
across its domestic and inter-
national routes. The revised
charges will be applicable to
all new bookings made after
12.01 am on Oct 6, 2026. ATF
prices have remained volatile
in recent months, especially
following geopolitical issues
in the Middle East. The conti-
nuous rise in the fuel prices,
with the latest month-on-
month increase excesding
14%, has taken ATF costs tole-
vels that are among the hig-
hest in the last decade,” Indi-
Gosaid in a statement.
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Air travel setto get costlier; IndiGoraises
ﬁlel charges asATFtouches10-yearhigh

Release relief scheme funds: Airlines

b-HEK[—H.R buﬂ:H

NEW DELHI, DCTORER 5
Airtravel is setto pet costlier on
IndiGo as the airline has mised
fud charges on all domestic
and international fights follow-
ing a sharp increase in aviation
turbine fud (ATF) prices, with
the latest hike taking jet fue
rates to among the hiphest le-
dlsin adecade.

The revised charges will apply
to all new bookings made frmom
1201 am on October 6. The
move comes davs after ATEF
prices were raised by Es 16 per
litre: from October 1, taking the
rate for domestic airlines from
Rs121to Hs 137 per litre.

IndiGo said the latest monthe-
oremonth  increase in ATF
prices had exceeded 14 per
cent, putting further pressure
on aidine operating costs,

For domestic flights, IndiGo
has imtmduced a fud chape
ranging from RBs 37T to Rs
1300, depending on the dis-
tanee fionam. Passengers travel-
ing on sectors up to 500 km

SHEKHAR SINGH
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 5
Indian aidines fiang a prowing fnancial
sryuieere from the West Asia conflict, flight diver-
sions, aweakening rupee and soanng Syviation
Turbine Fuel (ATF) prices hive sought urpent
govermment intervention to unlock the balance
credit sanctioned under the Emergency Credit
Line Guarantee Scheme(ECLGS) 5.0,

The Bederation of Indian Airlines (FIA), rep-
resenting Air India, IndiGo and SpiceJel. has
written t0 Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu

Ram Mohan Nawdu seeking the Ministry of

Civil Aviation's intervention with participat-
ing banks tn ensure that eligible adines
receive the funds without fiurther deliay

The demand comes days after ATF prices
wereraised sharply with the latestincreaseof Rs
16 per litre from October 1 taking domestic jet
fiied prices to amund Bs 137 perlitre. ATF prices

have now risen for the third consecutive month,
alding fluther pressure on amine finances,

In its letter to Naidu, the FLA said the avia-
tion industry was dealing with “unprecedent-
ed’ financial and operational challenges aris-
ing from the continuing West Asia conflict
since April 2026, restrictions on airspace and
flight diversions, nipee depredation, rising
operating expenses and the steep inorease in
ATF prices. The assocation sad the combina-
tion of these fietors had put severe pressune
on the bruidity andworking capital of aidines,
making immediate access to govemment-
backed credit particularty impartant.

The FIA said it apprecated the initiative o
exctend eredit support through ECLGS 5.0, it
pointed out that ot all ofits members requined
assistance underthe scheme Fhirthoseairlines
that had applied for the facility and were elipible
and willing to avail it, however, the prevailing
arcumstances warrinted speedy disbursal.

will pay Hs 375, while the
charge will rise to Rs 600 for
501-1,000 km, Rs 900 for 1.001-
1500 km, Rs 1,150 for 1501-
2000 km and Rs 1300 for

flights bevend 2 000 km.
Itwilllevy Rs 1,000 on inter-
national flights up to 500 km
within the SAARC region
and Rs 3,000 on SAARC

routes  bevond 500 km.
Flights to Southeast Asia, the
GCC and West Asia, and
North and East Asia wall
attract a Rs 5,500 fuel charpe.
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