AN

e

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHI

6 OCTOBER 2025

éﬂﬁaﬁiﬁz@rﬂﬁwww—ﬁﬁwﬁ

38R Sar=ra 3R dusd Ted
T fécel, 5 s

STHY-HTHR T TR AR T
TRl TEHH ST eHe i
e ¥ o7 T el S U T
qRdg  formuaa e
(TURTE) % AhSt h IR
AR, ST 3R &8 T 3781 W
TR 6t SR 1 off feey
T F TR G HH A 7
TS 2024 H GAM o7afer
@ T RO 9ead ¥ uwen
IACEI

SH-HIR R AT F FF
IR yeeit H i T AR
T 375 5THY, SR SR &% 2
T WS - USTE % STkt
1 fergeTaor fofan & foTeh STTER
AR TR oTg W A A6
G 37d ot firsel |t & TR
TE e W €139 Wiet 7E | 5aE
AT W 1,61,214 I &Y
AR 88, Sl 9T 67.1
T =i ST €1 ST H 3H
TAE T3 W 2,57,867 AGE H
AT 2 STl et 9Tet 9o
aqaf;aﬁgamﬁwgm
FAT

W%ﬁﬁwwﬁ%ﬁaﬁ(g
Jm) & fou T=® w
TSI HEa @R 139 &5

T U= <7 SeahT ol Wi-Tet
THHT AR ST o R0 3TE oG

A e A A e d

Bieal H I Wl I A el
P AR, 30 9 3Tie-

ST F oty § AR AR |
Y W WA AL i @ H |

3B WRE H fREC ST E 0

ST 10.2 =TT G |

SR FATE 3T T BTet off TETET
2139 U HE H ST 74T STg ¥
68,654 AGAT T TR fomam,
T | 516 W =l et
31 21 X AR bl FRIFR H
YHR 61 G ST ot TR 37
T 3= WRET & w1y @ 2
I § S BAR STy W
1,07,260 AR &bt TSR
TS, S WAl SR W 14.4
BN R

e wofmeE e X

ARl & oTeae Mo MEE =

BT, ‘STH-HIUR H 316 ol g&Ig
HeATST 3R UIS[eT Y-Teiifih
LEICERIFRIED aqrqﬁmmaﬁ
feeT fear €| Siea et &R
TISTSIC Al § T TEE,
FHRT 3R TREET HRER IS
A g I RIS JREE gl
refeerel &t {6 €| R BT
TS 6§ BTN IRER] o TR~
TR R el =e redi g’

™ @ Te AT R 3FR
"= n TR, S 3R <16 BaTS 31g IR ATl Bt
STETSTE 3 Bt

u 3R EaTE 3 W 3A-3RA B IR
JIt T § 33.1 ufererd B HHt 3nS

ST 5TS 3T TR TR H AT AT Bt
JMATSTIE! 14.4 Hfcrerd vt

o B 3Ty W off AEET Y
ST 1 T2 &1 30 TR oTg
W T T 79,572 ACET &I
SIS g Sil WIeTHT STER T
37.2 UfeRId 9 81 ST e
eurfer | e 58 ot iifeh a7
de 1,01,420 IGRT &0 &
STTASTIET &1 T8 ST |IETHT STER
W 20 YR FH R

T &1 H Targ I fiRTee i
I8 hael -TIeHIE R
rﬁﬂﬁrﬁsﬁfmaﬁwﬁﬂ:ﬂﬁﬁ

mY-ITSTITCrep s
PEHAASI W AN

g A

Tl 21 smeanfores v (fad

STftfer ST AT SR i <
e S ST ST e ) i eq &
T ST ohT AT Ul T
2l IR TeAlhiey e |
s o | e Ted
T e FRER F yafaa gu e
ST A1e S 3 39 6o
JaE # TE AR % fau
TeAeRiet T =g Y 4 |
ST ATAT T SRS HiA
AT Teh 2 SR FEX Iee AT

%ﬁaﬁﬁﬂm%aﬁqwﬁ
%, ‘TAR A5t Fat fora i
B ol SHeBT W 60 TioRIT
BRIl AT & g ofl AR ¢
: gr%;uaﬁaﬁwéaamﬁgﬁmﬁé

§ :
TS U & oG 1l
9 91 R 6-7 o

! ol S T

ST &9 H Tk o Bled
FHRIEN Hel, NECATTH A
T 31fersh FRER el gag §
fi IR RARI R 6-8 WA T
21 T 78 WIet HRIAR & fofstst |
Y IER R I8 | SR A AT
© foF ool Wt BT SR B
S |31 T foh GRam o siech
garTrH SR ferclia wmel 6 oreg |

o o T W BB WeH o
AT WIHR H T8 & 9%
T SeeR g &1 55 SHi ® foR
3 At HEHT | STeTd ST
B’ (R )

o foh sy TR A fashra &
P T At U wfed weelt @t
) | TEAM W T SR 3T fT

£ 5,500 g TIA THA &



AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD DELHT 65 OCTOBER 2025

Tourism in J&K, Ladakh struggling to recover

& DEEPAK PATEL Far from full recovery -

Kew Defhi, & Ocinber

Alr ravel and tourism in = e e I'r-o—'n'
JammudKashmirandLadsldhy i oumies, mmg:‘ “'"E"i':‘

are yet to recover after the  SrMDG thg% wandl g
Pahalpamierror artack inApri, Apwil 465,745 | 46 [ 15058 &5
whiithe Migkem Auttockyel oy ®izn B 6 | Se6s | 56
India (AAT) data showing that T T L ] T3
passenger traffic at Srinagar, es ! e !
Jamma, and Leh alrports fuly 19443 W -EE 1,797 BB
remains well below lastyear's  August 161681 W09 | widen | -la
lewils, marking asharp reversal Total [Ape-fisg)  1AT2 466G Il -0 | 538036 | Bk

from the stesdy mrowth seen In
thesame period kst year.

The Unbon Terrifores of
Jamumu & Kashmir and Ladakh
have thires major chvilisnalrmpons
— Jamrm, Srivgar, and Leh

According to the AAT data,
reviewed by Ansiiess Standard,
the mantidy passenser mumbers
arSinagmralrpon sre yertoclaw
hackiolast yearslevels.

In May this year, the alrpont
handied 161214 passengers, o
steap E7.0 per CEn year-oo-year
(¥-0-¥) drop. In Auguss. it was
257, B67. 175 per cent lower than
Lrithse same month sy yvear. For
travel operators in the reglon,
thishas been a washourseasen.

“The Pahalgam terror
aracks and the conflicr that fal-
lowed were & big blow o kocal
tourism. And just when things
wete stanting 1o go back
normal, the fAoods, caused by
heavy rain, spoiled all chances
of a bounce-hack this seasan,”

Source; Alrports Authority of Indi

said a hotel operator who has
been bamling dwindling oceu-
pancy rEtes slnce Aprll

During April-Awsgust this
year, Srinagar alrport reconded
a3nt percent decline in passen-
et muumbers ¥-0-Y, i comtrast
o 102 per cent growth in the
same period last year,

The sory B skmilar for
Jammu alrport. In May this
wear, it handled 68,654 passen-
jzers, domm 516 par cent Y-o-Y.
Tour operators had expected a
recovery bt thar las not hkap-
pened yer. In August, Jasumill
alrpoet handlad 107,260 passen-
TS, 144 per cent lower Y-o-Y.

“The incldens in Janmm &
Kashmir and geopolidcal 1en-
sions have shaken the confi-
dence of travellers and cansad
losses for stakelwolders — from
hotetiers and housebost owness

o gubdes, artisans, and trans-
porters” sald Ravl Gosaln,
president of the Indian Assock-
athon of Touwr Opemtons. *Tous-
fam I8 the hackbxne of the
reglon’s ecoisory, and suchset-
backs affect famliies " he added.

Lah alrport alsowiinessed a
decline. It handled 79.572 pas-
sengers in May, down 372 per
cent Y-o-¥. By Augusr, the sit-
athon had not normalised, with
101,420 passengers handled, 20
percent lowar Y-o-Y.

The remsons for the drog e
et limited w just geopolitdcal
and environmental concerns.
Spirinslourtsm, encompassing
the annual Aresrmath Yares and
others ke the Vakhmo Devi
emmnpia. accouns forasignificant
partofithe reghon’s eoonanmy.

That, 1oo, was affected this
vear after helicopterservice was

banmed in the ares. The Amar-
nath Shrine Board In July this
vearstopped hellcopter service
tothe cave remple, led to a near
washowt “Almost 60 per centol
our bookings were for the hedl-
copter jarrney. and all of them
were cancelled after the deciar-
arion came,” said Jatin Nagar
from the sales department at
Wonder World Yarra, & rour
operator, which organises
Amsarnath joummseys.

The operator had to reduce
prices by -7 per cant this year
after the Pahalgam artacks.

“Occupancy levels st my
hotel lave been Bmited to 6-8
per cent this year during the
peak season Ir has been a very
difficulr yearand 1 can cady hope
that things are betber et year”
sald another oted chain owner
in the Jammu region, adding

that the industry needed the
support of enhanced securdty
meesiires and financis) relief

Rajlv Melira, general secre-
tary, Federation of Associ-
athons in Indlan Tourlsm and
Haospitallry, said- “Tie Pahal-
gam inchdent has hort thi eour-
Ism sector in Kashmir very
badhy. Initlally everybody was
shocked but glven the inirtative
of different stakehodders —the
governments (the Centre and
that of the Union Territory) —
things have Improved and we
areexpecting near normaley in
the coming monils"

Speaking ar an event earlier
this year, Chief Minlstes Omar
Absduliah had said the govern-
ment had dentified nine new
tourist destinations fior devel-
opment and waseyeinga fund-
Img of T5.500 crore.
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Navi Mumbai
Int’l Airport to
be inaugurated
on Oct 8

MUMEAI, Oct 4: Prime
Mimster Narendra Modi will
maugurate the first phase of the
Navi Mumbai International
Aarport, built at a cost of Rs
19,647 crore, on October 8, a
senior Maharashtra govern-
ment official said on Saturday.

The official also said the
commercial flight operations
from the greenfield facility
will commence in December.

The airport, the second in
the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region after the existing
Chhatrapati Stavap Mahara)
International Airport in
Mumbai, secured its aero-
drome licence from the avia-
tion safety regulator DGCA
on September 30.

The project is being devel-
oped in multiple phases by
Navi Mumbai International
Aarport, in which Adani
Group has a 74 per cent
stake, and the remaming 26
per cent with the Maharash-
tra government's land devel-
opment authority CIDCO.
The global body [ATA has
assigned the 'NMI' code to
the airport.

“Second airport of Maha
Mumbai — Navi Mumbai In-
ternational Airport — 18 go-
ing to be maugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on October 8,” CID-
CO Vice Chairman and MD
Vijay Singhal said.

He said the Prime Minis-
ter will land at the Nawvi
Mumbai International Air-
port at around 2.40 pm and
will remain at the facility for
almost two hours. — PTI
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Upcoming Navi Mumbai airport will generate
2 lakh direct and indirect jobs, say officials

lnhl'l Waid
MumbaiMews Delbi

The upcoming mega airport
at Navi Mumbai is set to
boost connectivity  while
gcn:mm.g slgm.fu:a.nt and

employment
across the aviation, logistics,
hospitality, retail end related
sectors, senior officials from
the Union Ministry of Civil
Avigtion  (MoCA) told
businessiine.

A senior MoCA official es-
timated that Navi Mumbai
International Airport
(NMIA) will generate over
2,000,000 direct and indirect
jobs. The mega infrastruc-
ture project will be inawmr-
ated by Prime Minkster Nar-
endra Modi on October #.

“NMIA will be a growth
multiplier for Indis’s eco-
nomy,” said the senior MoCA
official. “With its integrated

GOING PLACES. The commissioning of NMLA will place
Mumbai among the ranks of global metropolitan cities

infrastructure and the grow-
ing commercial ecosystem
around the airport, NMIA
will also spur long-term ca-
reer opportunities in real es-
tate, IT parks and trade-
driven industries.”

Besides, the commission-
ing quT'.-[I.A.vnli place Mum-
bai the ranks of global
metropolitan cities such as
London, New York and

Tokyo that operate on &
twin-girport model.

PASSENGER CAPACITY
Notably, NMIA will comple-
ment Chhatrapati  Shivaji
Maharaj International Air-
port (CSMIA), starting with
a capacity of 20 million pas-
sengers per annum (MPPA)
and scaling up to %0 MPPA.
Together, the dual-airport

system will raise the overall
passenger capacity of the
Mumbai Metropolitan Re-
gion (MMR) to over 155
MPPA

According to the official,
the dual-asirport system will
position Mumbai s “the

gateway for Indian
travellers to the world, while
also connecting global des-
tinations to India’s ticr-2and
tier-3 citics. This scamless
two-way connectivicy will
strengthen  trade, tourism
and people-to-people  ex-
changes”, he said.

A from fa-
dJit:F:::tﬂ:: mr?;sr:c will fea-
ture a fully automated cargo
terminal with Al monitoring.

“This cargo terminal, with
its advanced features lever-
aging cutting-edge techno-
Ing}r,wiil reduce turnaround
times and increase the cargo
capecity of the MME," said
another senior official.
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Wheels Up! Navi Mb' :
Airport Set for Dec Takeoft

Airport will handle 12
planes an hour at first;
expected torelieve
Mumbai's capacity issue

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: For vears, airline ex-
ecutives have been complaining
about the congestion at Mumbai
Airport which forees aircraft to
hover arcund for landing slots.

Last vear, India’s lnrgest airline
IndiGo blamed congestion at ma-
jor airports as one of the major
reasonsforinerease incostdueio
higher fuel burn.

A long overdue alternative is fi-
nally on the horizon. India’s fi-
naneial eapital will get its second
airport as the Adani group plans
to start operations at the Navi
Mumbai Airport by December:
Peopleaware of the development
sald in its first month, the airport
will be operating for 12 hours,
handling around 12 aircraft mo-
vements per hour,

It plans to gradually increase
this number to 30 aircraft in next

three months, which is expected
to help airlines face capacity
crunch better at Mumbai.

“It will be a great boost tothe en-
tire infrastructure of Mumbal
Metropolitan Region. The cur-
rent airport has hit its lHmit of
handling 55 million passengers
per annum which isevenshort of
the current demand of 75 mil-
liom. That demand will be met by
the new alrport.” Arun Bansal,
chief executive officer at Adani
Airports, had earlier told ET.

In Phase1, the alrport will be re
adly to handle 20million passeng-
ers per annum with a single ter-

minaland runway Butdemand is
so high that the airport expects
that the capacity will be exhaus-
ted by FY 27. It will trigger the
next phase of expansion which
willexpand capacity tos0million
per annum with a new terminal
and runway.

Alrlines are squally enthusias-
tic, For a new airline like Akasa
Afr. which has struggled to got
slots at capacity-strained Mum-
bai Airport, it willopen up theop-
portunity to launch more flights
from the city The airline plans to
operate around 100 weekly do-
mestic departures initially, sca-
ling up to 300 domestic and over
50+ International departure gra-
dually, Chief commercial officer
Praveen Iyer said that Iyer said
that together with the Noida Adr-
port, these two will be a catalvsl
for growth.

“Two of the most eritical mar-
kets have been slot constrained
for quitesome time now, So consi-
dering that there are new spaces
opening upat Delhi and Mumbai
we will see much more inerease
ingrowth,” Iver said.

Government officials said that
the airport, with a cargo termi-
nal, will also give a boost to cargo
capacity from the country,
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NEW GATEWAY RISES | CIDCO MD and vice-chairman Vijay Singhal announces forthcoming
milestones; NMIA’s multi-modal connectivity will make it first such airport in the world

First flight in Dec; NMIA set to surpass
Heathrow by completwn date in 2035

Full completion 2035 Vi

Full capacity 90 million
PASSEngers perannm
(MPPA)

Set to be 1st Multi-modal
airportin the world

Terminal 1(Ready)
Capacity 20 MPPA

3reland 4th Terminals
(2032, 2035) 20 MPPA each

Total capacity 3.2 million
metric ton (MMT) cargo

Phase 1will have a capacity
to handle 0.8 MMT

Totalarea 1,160 hectares

Total cost
M lakh cr

P,
Phase 1 cost
19,647 cr

NMIA will use sustainable
fuel for which storage
facility has been made

47 MW Solar .

capacity making

it a green airport with

100% EV buses

Curated digital 6;},

and physical art m

installations ﬁﬁﬁ
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The first flight from Navi
Mumbai International
Alrport (NMIA) will talke off
in December, confirmed City
and Industrial Development
Corporation (CIDCO) MD and
vice-chairman Vijay Singhal
on Saturday, while addressing
the media about the inaugur-
ation of the arport on
October 8 by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. With the
inauguration, the Mumbal
Metropolitan - Region  will
become the onlv Indian city
with two airports.

After the formal insugnr-
ation, there would be o secur-
ity sweep by the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) to ensure smooth func-
tioning in December. Of the
four terminals planned for the
airport, the first is ready.
Singhal said the PM will land
at 2.40pm and would stay for
two bours, during which he
would go amund the alrport
structure and address the
public.

Singlal said the NMLA will
be an aviation huob with
double the capacity of that of
the  Chhatrapati  Shivaji
Mahara| International
Alrport (CSMIA) Together,
both airperts will handle 150
MPPA (million passengers per
annum), With 5700 m (37km)
length of the two runways
each at NMIA, it will be con-
nected by dusl parallel taxi-
ways and rapid exit taxiways,
making it possible for any
kind of aircraft to land. He
added that the southern run-
way will be operational in the
first phase.

Comparing the NMIAs
capacity and  features to
Heathrow Alrport in London,
Singhal said, “The NMIA is
going to be better. Heathrow

hasa capacity of 85 MPPA and
five terminals, while NMIA
will have a capacity of 90
MPPA with four terminals. All
the tour terminals would be
connected to each other with
Automated People Mover
[APM; driverless train) run-
ning underground.”

Speaking about the connec-
tivity, Singhal said NMLA will
connect through road, metro,
rail and also water, making it
the first multimodal airport in
the world

Besides. Atal Setu and
Amra Marg, there will be
eastern connectivity as well,
“Major projects like the Atal
Sety, Ulwe Coastal Road, and
the proposed Thane-NMIA
Elevated Corridor will ensure
signal-free road connectivity.
Metro Line 8 along with
extensions of Navi Mumbai
Metro, will connect the air-
port divectly o Mumbal and
CSMIA by 2081 Suburban rail
access will be swilable via
Targhar and Khandeshwar
stations.  Additionally, the
proposed Mumibai-
Hyderabad High-Speed Rail
Corridor will pass through
the eastern periphery of the
airport, with @ planned
underground station o pro-
vide rapid access to regions
ACTDSS Indiz, further
strengthening regional con-
nectivity, Singhal empha-
sised Targhar creek s
planned o be developed for a
water taxi which will connect
to the Radic club jetty at
Gatewny. “Facilities will be
made for check-in at the jetty
and metmo as well” he said

An app Is being designed
via Adani group for end-to-
end baggage tacking/\for |
swift baggage handling. There
would also be Al-based gueue |
management and parking,
using which people can pre-
book parking space.
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Noida Authority disburses
Rs 4,372 cr for airport proj

Phases 2 and 3 of airport expansion pr

ogress smoothly

DIPIKA KIROLA

NOIDA: With the inaugura-
tion of Noida International

Adrport slated for the end of

October, the Noida Author-
ity has confirmed releasing
Rs 4.372 crores as its share
for the project.

The airport is expected to
be inaugurated by Prime Min-
ister Marendra Modi on Octo-
ber 30, 2025, Officials said
preparations are in fusll swing 1o
meet the deadline for the first
phase of this ambitious infra-
structure venture.

Holding a 37.5 per cent
stake in the joint venture
company overseéeing the air-
ports construction, the Naoida
Authority has been actively dis-
bursing [}:.u1ds Lo ensure I.:rm:]].r
rumplcllun

According to official fig-
ures, the r\ul%urlt}- has con-
tributed ¥4,37225 crore by
March 31, 2025. This finan-
ctal support spans multiple fis-
cal years, including ¥330 crore
in 2017-18, I739.50 crore in
2018-19, with substantial allo-
cations continuing through
2024-25. For the current fiscal

» Moida Authority holds a
37.5% stake in the joint
venfure managing the
airpart's construction

# The Authority has been
octively disbursing
funds to ensure timaly
project completion

» By Mareh 31, 2025,
the Moida Authority
had contributed Rs
437225 crore

year alone, T1,315.68 crore has
been sanctiomed, of which T450
crore has already been released
for land acquisition and devel-
opment works.

The airports expansion
is progressing rapidly into
Phasges 2 and 3, involving the
acquisition of over 1,888 hect-
ares of land across 14 villages.
Total compensation is eshi-
mated at ¥8,691.19 crore, of
which ¥3,259.20 crore is the
Noida Authority’s responstbil-
ity under the joint agreement.
Farmers of all 14 villages have
given 100 per cent consent, sig-
nalling smooth progress.

Construction of the sec-
ond runway is sel (o commence
soon. Global aviation compo-
nent manufacturers are being
invited to establish operations
an 750 acres dedicated to the
aviation sector. Two additional
runways and infrastructure
for aircrafl engine manufae-
turing are planned on 2,053
hectares in Phase 3.

The airport will feature
crossing and service run-
ways, with 27 aircraft stands
already constructed, includ-
ing two for cargo. With Indiak
aircraft fleet expected to grow
from 700 to over 1,800 by 2025,
Moida International Airport
is set to become a major hub
for aviation in the country.
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AT IMPHAL AIRPORT

CISF prevents attempt to smuggle
drugs; 21 kg of cannabis recovered

NARESH BISWANI

IMPHAL: In a significant
anti-narcotics operation, Cen-
tral Industrial Security Force
(CISF) staff deployed at Imphal
Airport prevented two travel-
lers from smuggling approx-
imately 21.36 kilograms of
cannabis (ganja) into Delhi on
Monday afternoon.

The incident, the CISF offi-
cials said, took place on Sep-
tember 29, 2025, at around 3:17
pm when Lady Sub-Inspec-
tors (Executive) Ch. Bidiya-
bai Devi and Madhu, who

were deployed on duty at the
Departure Gate and Random
X-BIS point, respectively, sent
two passengers on Air India
Express flight IX-1143 for a
random check of their luggage.

Durjj}g examination, the bags
were found to have suspected
cannabis hidden inside.

Both commuters, 20 and 21
years old and natives of Imphal
West, Manipur, were caught in
possession of 10 kilograms and
11.30 kilograms of cannabis,
respectively.

The combined contraband
seized is worth more than Rs 20
lakh in the black market.

The seizure was conducted
in the presence of CISF Intel-
ligence Wing officials, airport
police, and Airport Authority
of India officials.
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PM Modi to inaugurate first phase of Navi Mumbai International Airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the first
phase of the Navi Mumbai
International Airport, built
at a cost of 19,647 crore, on
October 8, a senior
Maharashtra government
official said on Saturday.

The official also said the
commercial flight operations
from the greenfield facility
will commence in December.

The airport, the second in
the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region after the existing
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport in
Mumbai, secured its aero-
drome licence from the avi-
ation safety regulator DGCA
on September 30.

The project is being devel-
oped in multiple phases by
Navi Mumbai International
Airport, in which Adani Group
has a 74 per cent stake, and

the remaining 26 per cent
with the Maharashtra govern-
ment's land development
authority CIDCO.

“Second airport of Maha
Mumbai — Navi Mumbai
International Airport — is
going to be inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on October 8," CIDCO
Vice Chairman and Managing
Director Vijay Singhal told
PTI after a media briefing.

Singhal said the Prime
Minister will land at the Navi
Mumbai International Airport
at around 2.40 pm and will
remain at the facility for
almost two hours.

“The Prime Minister will
first visit the terminal build-
ing, and then take a round of
the terminal building, and
then he will be addressing
the audience,” Singhal added.

The global body IATA has
assigned the ‘"NMI' code to the
Navi Mumbai International
Airport.

Tl e ey

Domestic carriers Air India
Group, IndiGo and Akasa have
already anncunced shifting a
part of their flight operations
to the new facility.

Spread across an area of
1,160 hectares, Navi Mumbai
International Airport, upon
completion of all phases, will
have four terminals with a

L T

capacity of 90 million passen-
gers per annum and a cargo
capacity of 3.25 million metric
tonne, making it one of the
largest aviation hubs in Asia.

“To begin with, we have
completed terminal one,
having a capacity of 20
million passengers per
annum, 0.8 million metric

Almost 19,647 crore have been spent on
phase one, and once all the four terminals
are completed, we would have an approximate
expenditure of ¥ 1-lakh crore
— VLAY SINGHAL, CIDCO VICE CHAIRMAN AND MANAGING DIRECTOR

tonne of cargo capacity and
one runway,” Singhal stated.

The existing Mumbai
International Airport has a
capacity of around 55 million
passengers per annum, and
the new facility will handle 90
million passengers per
annum, he added.

“So, once this airport is
fully completed, then these
two airports together will
cater to the almost 150
million passengers per
annum, making the two air-
ports a big aviation hub glob-
ally,” Singhal said.

"Almost 719,647 crore have
been spent on phase one,
and once all the four termi-
nals are completed, we

would have an approximate
expenditure of 21-lakh crore,”
singhal said.

Navi Mumbai International
Airport will be the first aero-
drome in the country to be
connected by expressways,
highways, metros, suburban
rails, and even water taxi, he
pointed out.

This is also a green airport
as it has the storage facility
for sustainable aviation fuel,
the official said.

Besides being one of the
most efficient airports, it
would also have an
Automated Passenger
People's Mover facility, which
will internally connect all
four terminals, he said.
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Why Noida airport will give
Delhi-NCR double ballast

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

elhi’s rapid spread south-

ward (Gurgaon) and east-

ward (Moida) over the last

two decades — both neigh-

bouring cities becoming

magnets for corporate investment and

consequently jobs and real estate —

means India’s capital region is now

home to an estimated population of 3.5

crore. That makes it the second-largest

urban agglomeration in the world after

Tokyo. United Nations prajections show

Delhi-NCR will displace Tokyo at the
top in another four years.

It could happen sooner

This Dec, commercial airliners will

begin taking off and landing from

Jewar, the brand new international

airport developed as a public-private-

partnership between the state of UP

and Swiss giant Zurich AG. The airport

is likely to super-
charge growth in the
east in the coming
years, like Indira
Gandhi Interna-
tional airport did

to the south.
And whatev-
er the initial hic-
cups Noida Inter-
national Airport
(NTA)Ymay face over
airline routes and
road connectivity —
since Jewar is a good
60km from Noida city —
there is no shortage of ambition
to make it successful. UP sees Jewar as
a crown jewel, and the Modi govt has
mega plans to see NIA grow into one of

the world’s biggest aviation hubs.
“Adrlines are very excited to operate
from Jewar airport. There is huge po-
tential in that area. So, I can see that
at least 10 cities will be connected (to
begin with) as seen in discussions that
are happening with the airlines,” Un-
ion aviation minister Ram Mohan

Naidu said in Sept.

I its tariff order; Airports Econom-
ic Regulatory Authority said, NIA will
“complement IGI airport to meet avia-

70mn
DELHI

MUMBAI

t
W
10

3 202324

tion demand of the region”. “It will
serve as the primary international air-
port for major cities such as Noida,
Meerut, Ghaziabad, Mathura, Agra. etc
and will be the gateway to various pil-
grim and tourist destinations,” it said.

The NIA story begins with one run-
way and one terminal building (TT) that
can handle 12 million passengers annu-
ally Airports grow gradually with de-
mand. Delhi's IGL, which began its life

as a passenger airport over six decades
ago in 1962 when flights were shifted

there from Safdarjung, is yet to see its
final phase development that will see

T2 make way for a brand new T4.

NIA CEO Christoph Schnellmann
sees T1 getling expanded to handle 3
CPA "hy the end of thisdecade”. Infact,
work on Phase II of NIA has started
with the airport building and more
parking bays, given the demand for
peak-hour slots from airlines who want

can effectively mirror it (to add the por-
tion to handle 1.8 crore (18 million) pas-

sengers a vear). We've specifically
planned for the growth trajectory,”
Schnellmann recently told TOL “We'll
start operations with domestic flights.
Subsequently, we will have interna-

tional flights too, But we expect a vast

#

majority of our flights to be domestic.

While the future holds immense
potential for NIA, what will it mean for
passengers, airlines and the overall

economy when it starts operations this

sumimer? “Building a greenfield airport

allowsus todeploy the latest technology

that's available. N1A will have touchless
DigiYatra all the way from terminal

entry to security and boarding for do-

mestic passengers,” Schnellmann said.
NIA is also expected to decongest
1G] and improve passenger experi-

ence at the big brother airport, which

incidentally wanted to make peak-

GETTING READY: Noida Int'l Airport has, in its first phase, an 87-acre cargo hub. There
are also plans to build a 40-acre aircraft repair, maintenance and overhaul facility

to base aircraft in NCR at night be-
cause of the space crunch at IGL NIA
made 25 parking bays, according to
its original plan. but has decided to
add nine more.

UP has handed over land to Zurich

AG for a 40-year concession period
where two runways and as many ter-
minals will be built in phases to han-
dle 70 million passengers a vear. Work
on the second runway and T2 will
start as soon as traffic at T1 touches
24 million passengers a year. When
that happens depends on how air traf-
fic grows. Achieving B0% traffic of
the built capacity is the trigger for
the next phases of development at
NIA, NIA will reach TCPA capacity
when all its four phases are complete.

UP govt plans to expand NIA's area
almost fourfold from the current 1,334
hectares (Phase IT) to over 5,000 hectares
in the coming decades. For perspective,
the current spread of 1GI — which is
India’s busiest airport — is 2,023 hec-
tares. Its four runways and three termi-
nals are expected to reach a peak capac-
ity of 140 million passengers per vear
in about a decade.

NIA also sees growth in the logistics
business in NCR and has, in its first
phase, an 87-acre cargo hub that is being
developed by AISATS. There are plans
tobuild an aireraft repain, maintenance
and overhaul (MRO) facility over 40
acres as well.

“Owverall growth of the Indian econ-
omy, of air traffic in the country and
aircraft orders of airlines here shows
Delhineeds a second airport like many
large cities around the world. Our T1
will have a capacity of handling 3 crore
(30 million) passengers per year. We're
now constructing less than half of that.
It's been designed in such a way that we

hour flights and business class flying

more expensive,
The security check-in experience at

NIA, however, will not be any different.

Yes, you will still need to take vour elec-

tronic devices out and keep them in a

tray. Govt is yet to notity specifications
for body scanners — that allow passen-
gers to skip pat-down frisking —and 3D
CT X ray scanners, which can scan per-
sonal electronic devices and liguids in
cahin bags. So, the security setup at NLA
will have the tech currently used at
other Indian airports. NIA has provi-
sions to install CTX and body scanners
whenever they are allowed. The airport
has, however, been designed in a way
that the baggage screening lanes, ac-
cording to Schnellmann, will be “verv
long, allowing enough space for passen-
gersapproaching the lane to pick a trav
and to unpack their luggage.”

The airport will have two lounges.
“We've been engaging with airlines and
all other partners to try and make pas-
senger experience as smoath and has-
sle-free as possible. The tagline that
we're working with is, ‘Indian warmth
and hospitality, coupled with Swiss ef-
ficiency’. We will make our passengers
feel welcome by ereating an experience
that draws on the rich architectural
heritage of the region — a haveli-style
courtyard in the security hold area.
We'll deploy a lot of tech that isn't so
visible but will drive passenger experi-
ence in the background,” he added.

NIA will be different in another way
— it will have a VIP terminal. “The VIP
terminal is situated in the western pre-
cinet of the airport campus near the
west airside gate, It will feature a cere-
monial lounge along with security and
immigration facilities to process depar-
tures and arrivals,” said an NIA official.
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How new kid on block
will be top dog in Mumbai

ManjuV@timesofindia.com

n most parts of the world, the com-
missioning of a city’s second airport
means more flight options and better
connectivity, But when the first air-
line flight lifts off from Navi Mum-
bal International Airport (NMILA) some-
time in Dec after a ceremonial inaugura-
tion on Oct 8, it will signal a change of
status for Mumbai. India’s financial capi-
tal will no longer share the dubious dis-
tinction — with Bangladesh capital Dhaka
— of being the only two cities in the
world’s top 10 most populated urban ag-
glomerations to be served by a single air-
port, operating out of a single runway,
All the other behemoths in that catego-
ry — Tokvo, Osaka, Shanghai, Beijing,
Delhi, Cairo, Mexico City and Sao Paulo
— either have airports with parallel run-
ways or are served by secondary airports.

READY: Navi Mumbai International Airport’s Terminal 1 is set to be saturated within a year of

it the shortest ever saturation timeline for
an airport.

Terminal 2 of Navi Mumbai airport is
expected to be commissioned in 2029, with
a capacity to handle 30 million passengers
a year. So, it's expected that the two air-
ports — the old and new — would be neck
and neck around 2030, each handling 50-60
million passengers a year:

But the bigger change will happen in
the 2030s. Mumbai airport will remain
constrained, but Navi Mumbai airport will
continue to grow. Navi Mumbai’s Terminal
3, expected to come up in 2032, will have a
capacity of 20 million passengers per vear
and Terminal 4, which will come up in
2036, will have a capacity of another 20
million, which means a total of 90 million
passengers a year

It's safe to assume that it things go ac-
cording to plan, Navi Mumbai will become
MMR's main airport and Mumbai airport,

its opening, making it the shortest ever saturation timeline for an airport

While Delhi-NCR, too, will have a second-
ary airport this vear, the trajectory of these
two new airports would be markedly differ-
ent. Delhi's Indira Gandhi International
Airport will remain the main airport for the
Delhi-NCR region, with Noida-Jewar airport
playing the role of the smaller, secondary
airport. Tt will eventually overtake Delhi
airport, though not anytime soon.

But that is not the case with Mumbai’s
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Internation-
al Airport (CSMLA). Mumbai airport is so
congested that it has no room for growth;
it's expected that the new Navi Mumbai
airport will overtake it within a decade,
handling way more passengers.

FLYING AHEAD AFTER SLOW START

Navi Mumbai will start off slow, with one
runway and a terminal building that can
handle 20 million passengers a vear. Cur-
rently, Mumbai airport handles 55 million
passengers per year, operating just on a
single runway.

Mumbai is clearly the main airport of
MMR (Mumbai Metropolitan Region). But
the rising demand for air travel out of
Mumbai has not been met with a corre-
sponding increase in supply of airline
seats. The airport has not grown since 2018,
and it still handles roughly the same num-
ber of flights. The Navi Mumbai airport is
expected to take up the slack caused by the
older airport's stifled growth.

According to a top official of Adani
Alrport Holdings Lid, the parent company
of Navi Mumbai and Mumbai airports. the
new airport’s Terminal 1 is set to be satu-
rated within a vear of its opening, making

with an about 60 million passenger han-
dling capacity, will be relegated to ‘second-
ary airport’ status.

By 2035-2040, India's top three busiest
airports would be Delhi-1GI (which is et to
increase its capacity to 100 million passen-
gers per vear), Navi Mumbai airport, and
Noida-Jewar, which is expected to handle 70
million passengers a year: I we travel fur-
ther into the future, Noida-Jewar — with its
six runways and 225 million passenger han-
dling capacity — will be India’s top gun.
Bengaluru airport, with its parallel runway,
will surpass Mumbai-CSMIA.

NEED FOR SECONDARY AIRPORTS

Most of the big cities of the world are
served by mulliple airports. New York has
John F Kennedy as its main airport, with
Newark Liberty and LaGuardia function-
ing as secondary ones. London's Heathrow
is its busiest airport, even as Gatwick,
Stansted and Luton serve as secondary
airports. Paris has Charles de Gaulle as its
main airport, while Orly and Beauvais-
Tille are its secondarv airports.

But for over eight decades now, the Mum-
bai airport — with passenger terminals at
Sahar, Vile Parle and Santacruz — has been
the only air travel gateway to the 24 million
people of Mumbai and its pre-urban area
that make up MMR.

In the world of airports and runways, the
toprank is held by parallel runways, as these
allow simultaneous operations. Mumbai
airport, too, has two runways, but they don't
run parallel; they intersect each other in
such a way that both runways cannot be
used simultaneously at full capacity. Thus,

only one runway can be kept operational at
any point of time at Mumbai airport.

Allflights bound for Mumbai — domes-
tic/international airline flights, charter
flights, cargo flights and VVIP flights —
land on this single runway, mostly Main
Runway 27. Irrespective of their airport
of origin, all planes coming in to land at
this runway fly in from the east, overflving
the Ghatkopar-Vikhroli area, for touch-
down and take-off, while planes lift off and
{1y west, cutting through the Juhu beach
into the Arabian sea.

When pilots announce that your ar-
rival is delayed because of air traffic con-
gestion at Mumbai, what they mean is that
the 11,300ft-long asphalt that makes run-
way 27 of Mumbai airport is working be-
yond capacity.

“Runway capacity is the maximum num-
ber of take-offs and landings a runway can
safely handle in an hour,” said a senior air

NAVI MUMBAI
INT'L AIRPORT

NOIDA INT'L
AIRPORT

Jewar, Gautam Budh Nagar
Uttar Pradesh

Yamuna International

Panvel, Navi Mumbai
Maharashtra

Navi Mumbai International

Airport Limited (NMIAL), a PROJECT Airport Pvt Ltd (YIAPL), a
joint venture between Adani DEVELOFER subsidiary of Zurich Airport
Airport Holdings & Cidco AG, and UP govt joint venture
Oct 8 INAUGURATION Oct 30

COMMERCIAL

OPERATIONS By mid-Dec

PHASE 1
LAND AREA 1,334 hectares
TOTAL PLANNED
12 MPPA

PHASE 1 CAPACITY

FINAL CAPACITY

One runway, PHASE 1 One runway,
one terminal INFRASTRUCTURE one terminal
Two parallel runways, FINAL “Two runways, two terminals
four terminals INFRASTRUCTURE | (UP working on expansion)
MPPA: Million passengers per annum Source: DGCA
traffic controller. “The Mumbai was is
declared capacity of India’s busiest airport ¢
Mumbai runway 27 is till 2008, when Delhi's 70mn
d6-44 flights per hour: IGI overtook it. IGI is now DELHI
But there have been amona the world's top 10
times when the in flver footfall
Mumbai air traffic SEE 50mn
control has handled MUMBAI

10mn
7mn

about 54 flights in 60
minutes on runway
27." he added.

Flight movements
are not evenly spaced a
out, with most flights 16738 0ros 202324 roa
bunched during the morn- since
ing and evening peak hours, Bilm Fra
when the Mumbai runway works
bevond its eapacity Currently, Mumbai air-
port handles an average of 950 flights per
dav The 24 hours are packed, especially the
peak hours. On Nov 11, 2023, the airport
handled 1,082 flights in 24 hours, a record.

None of this will change when Navi Mum-

bai airport starts functioning. Mumbai air-
port will not be decongested, airlines will not
maove flights to the new airport. The Navi
Mumbai airport will only accommodate the
growth that Mumbai airport couldn’t handle.
Mumbai airport was India’s busiest airport
till 2008. Hemmed in by slums, it could not
afford a second parallel runway, and Delhi
overtook it to take top slot.
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Two new airports that will
- change how Indians fly

@ Navi Mumbai will become Mumbai's largest airport by 2030s, and Noida could be the country’s largest eventually
@ Both airports will allow Delhi and Mumbai to become mega transit hubs, on the lines of Dubai and Heathrow
@ Will allow airlines, which have placed massive orders for aircraft, to follow through on their expansion plans

SaurabhSinha:limesolinga.com

ow York JFE, Newnrk or LaGuar-

din? London Heathrow, Gatwick

or Stansted? Tokye Haneds or
Marita? Paris CDG or Orly?

Come winter 525, add to thislist— 1GI
o NIAT CSMIA or NMIAT

The biggest cities are connocted to the
rest of the world threugh multiple air-
o= [ndia’s big two, Delhi and Mumbai,
hma been exceptions even as air traffic
within the country his somed and intreg-
il Indisns have bocome top globetrotters.

This aviation anomaly is now getting
the canrection i nesds — first with the
lawinch o Oct 8 af Newi Mumbal Interna-
tiomal Adrport and, on Oct 30, of Noida
Internatlonal Alrport, giving Mumibil-
MMR and Delhi-NCR. as the aggregate
aroasal the western and northern mega
podises are called, two new: modern inter-
national aerohuhs,

(Bt guess whe boat Dethi ond Mum-
b to it? In Jan 2023, it was actually
Goa that eeame the Grst Indian city o
get multiple airports when Mopa
opened and began operating in parstiel

WHAT
CHANGED
IN15 YRS

with the existing Dabolim sirport.)

For Mvers to and ffom Delhi and
Mumbal, the launch of NLA and NMIA
will translate Into more Mlghts net just
between the two cities but with other
metropolises and increasingly Aving
direct on international reutes. And fior
airlines, IndiGo and Tata Groop's Air
Indin and the emerging Alasa, the two
new girports will be key to the massive
expansion plans they hove,

Arcording to industry insiders. by
the entd of this decade, the comblnation
of Indira Gandhi International Alrport
and Moida and Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma-
hara) International Alrport and NMIA,
will see Deelhi and Mumbal emerse as
mega aviation hubs. And they will cre-
ate the operating space for airline com-
panies to tnke the next big leap and
Become desl SUpET-COnnectons, carving
for themselves a pie in internstional
transits that airlines from West Asia
and Europe now dominste.

A commaon practice at big hubs
abroad, Al & IndiGo, which have hun-
dreds of aireraft on order, are eyeing
chodlezited ferminaks and many more Erk:
ing huys for seamless passenger tronsfers
s both Dbl e Murnbeal,

Jeet Adani, director (airports) of
Adani Group which operates both the
Mumbai airports, recontly told TOL:
“Omce NMIA T2 is ready (by 2K0% 1 can
give if o an (lidian) aidine and its part-
ner.... What T ultimately see happening
I iun allfnes split. Cre alrport (CSMIA
or NMIA) will be the base for One World
and the other for Star Alliance, Collec-
tively our avistion ecnsystem has o
st thes traflic currently
transiting between
Tnnclia aned the rest
of the waorld
through nesr
by hubs in f

Planes with Indian carriers
Domestic passengers

Imternational passengers

the Gulf, Southenst Asia and even Eurmpe
(For the North Anerica market).”

The JV companies developing see-
ond alrports — GMHE in Goa, Adani and
Flughafen Zurich in Noida — know
their footfalls will supplement of even
surpass those of the existing airports
in these places. In the case of Mombai
and Gon, the old airports are capacity
constrained. But that's not so for Delhi,
with IGI — which operates with thrse
terminals and four runways — yet to
reach saturation. NIA's additlon Is,
therefire, likely to superchargs Delhi's
growth as India’s largest aviation hub.

Tk the caseof Gt Pre-Covid, when

46% o
international
traffic flown to
and from India
in 2024 was by
Indian carriers

2024
800

16.1cr
T.2cr

e —

it bl omily Dabolim atrport, Goa's maxi-
mum anmtal ale traffie (domestic and
international eombined) was B4.6 lakh
Bobween April 2018 and March 2018, per
Airports Authority of Indis. Mopa opened
af ity 5, 2023, In the one vear from April
3 to March 3024, Goa has seen 1.1 crore
flyers between the two airports combined.
For Deolhi and Mumhai, this will hxppen
e, and on & much larger scale. Delhi, in
Finct. wiill ellectively have thres airports,
with the smzll Hindon terminal in Gha-
shabid — used by Alr India Express and
IndiGo, besides Udan carriers like Star
Aljr— also planning capacity additions.
An airline offlcial said both NIA and
NMIA have, to thelr advantage, massive
catchment aress. “NLA and NMIA will
quiekly need to add terminals and run-
ways, We will be able to operate more
Might= ol mere convenient tmes. These
new airports mesn more capacity, nod
coupled with big alrerafl orders af Al
group, IndiCo, Akass and others, bilder-
als with other coun-

tries is also likely
to be upped. For
Instance, Dubal bi

Dct &: Mumbai
MMR to get its
second airperl.
Existing CSMLA will
remain open

nverals are fully utilised by both ides amd
UAE fs the biggest inter national desting-
tion for Indizns,” the afficial said.

NIA CED Christoph Schmellmann ro-
cently told TOL: “We believe in the future
of aviation in India and will provide
much-needed sdditional atrpoert infra-
structure for Delhi-NCR and UP. Two
airports in Delhi-NCR will bring en-
hanced connectivity and maore options for
travellors and businesses, NIA will play
an important role in fostering trads, com-
meree and tourism, by adding aviation
capacity to the region.™

However, in the initial days, teething
troathles are Hkely for the new sirports,
especially NIA, which s locaied in Jewiar,
nearly Gikm from Mokda ity “The main
i85 ig connectivity I it takes 23 howrs
to reach the new airparts and the eost of
doing so ks very high, then people will
huive torethink where to fly in and outof™
former AALchairman V P Agrial sajd.
The central and state govts have ambi
tious multi-modal connectivity plans fio
NIA, NMIA and 1G1 with trains, metro
and buses but those are still some yenrs
fway from becoming a reality

Dct 30: Delhi-NCR
bo get its second
commercial alrport.
Existing IGIA to
remain open
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Chennai agent held at RGIA for
trafficking Indians to Cambodia

Mahesh.Buddi
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Immigration of-
ficials at Rajiv Gandhi Inter-
national Airport (RGIA) foi-
led an attempt to traffic three
Indians to Cambodia's cyber-
crime hub Golden Triangle,
arresting a Chennai-based re-
cruiter behind the operation.

According to the Bureau
of Immigration (BOI), pas-
sengers identified as Ashokan
Rajarajan from Chennai, Sar-
guna Ananthan Muthuraman
from Tirunelveli, and Veera-
samy Deepak from Trichy we-
re intercepted while boarding
a'Thai AirAsia flight to Bang-
kok on Sept 29, en route to
Cambodia.

During questioning, the
trio said they were promised
data-entry jobs with free food
and accommodation by an
agent, Jayapal Surender alias
Dodo (35) of Chennai. Aware
of recent cases of Indians be-
ing forced into cyber fraud

» National Cybercrime
Reporting Portal: 1930

» Website:
www.cybercrime.gov.in
» TG Cyber Security Bureau:
8712672222

rackets in Southeast Asia, im-
migration officials counsel-
led the men, who opted to can-
cel their travel and lodged
written complaints against
the recruiter.

Surender, who was accom-
panving them, was detained
and handed over to RGLA poli-
ce, A case was registered un-
der Section 318(4) (cheating
anddishonestly inducing deli-
very of property)of the BNS.

Been scammed?
Scan this QR code to share
your story and educate
others around you

“Evidence shows Suren-
der was working as a facilita-
tor for cvber syndicates along
the Cambedia-Laos-Myan-
mar border,” said RGI outpost
inspector § Kanakaiah. “He
Iured job seekers with false
promises and delivered them
to online fraud networks, He
has been arrested.” Authoriti-
es urged job seekers to verify
employment offers and report
suspicious recruiters.
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How new kid on block
will be top dog in Mumbai

Manju¥ @ timesalindia.com

n most parts of the wordd. the com
missboniniof @ eliy's second alrport
means more flght options and botier
connectivity Bl when (he Mrst air-
Tine Digght 1S ol Trom Navi M-
bal Internstional Alrport (KMIA) some
time iy Do affer & ceremonisl inaigars-
1om on Oct 8, 18 will slgn change of
status for Mumbal. India’s financial capl-
tol will no longer share the dubious dis
tincthon — with Bangladesh eapital Dhaka
af being the only twa cities in tha
world's top 10 most populated urban g
glomerations to be served by a single air-
porl, aperating oul of & singh: runway
All the other betwmoths in that cabege

it the shoriest ever aaturation timeline for
i alrport

Terminal 2 of Kavi Mumbai airport is
expected o be commlas loned in 2028, with
meageity o handle 30 million passengors
A vERT So, It's expected (hat the two nlr-
gt — e daled famid i — weisiaded Be el
and eck mround 200, ench handling S-E0
il passEngeTs @ year

But the bigiger change will hagpen in
the 208 Mombai glirport will emiin
eonstratned, bor Kovi Mumba airport will
pontine togrow, Navi Mumbeal's Teriminal
L, expectedd ter come up in 20, will hoe a
eapachty of 30 million passengers per yoar
and Terminal 4. which will come op in
4006, will have o capacity of snother 20
million, which means a total of 90 million

only ane romwey £ be kept operooicnol a
any point of thme at Mumbag alrport

Al flights bound for Mumbai —domes
lie: international airline Mights, charter
Michi= cargo flights wod VVIP Qights —
land on this single ranwiy, mostly Miln
Runwiy 27 Irfespoctive af thelr alrpoert
of ortgin, &l planes coming In o land at
this ranway My in fiom the east, overfiying
e Ghsithopsr- Vikhroll area, foe twoueh
chorwm il take-ofT, whitle planes Lt ofl and
1ty waat, cutting through the Juho beach
Iato the Arabian sm

When pilols announee that your ar
rival is delayod beeanas of air trafTic con
gestion ot Mumbai, whot they mean is that
thiee T1,A008(-lomg maphalt that makes e
wiy 27 of Mumbai airport is working be

Iy Tokyn, Oanka, Shanghal, Beljing, passensersa year yomd capueiiy
Delhl, Cairo, Mexico City and Sao Paulo 11" safie fo assuine thal 11 things gu oe ‘Runmway capaciey is thi maxiom
either heve airports with parallel rure  oording to plan, Kavi Mombal will beoome Dee of tkeofTs sod L ings s rana

Ways or s s by secondary aliports

READY. Navl Mumbal International Alrport's Terminal 1 |s see to be saturated within s year af

MRS madn aleport and Mumbal airport,

Its opening, making It the shortest ever saturation timefine fof an alrport

While Dwelhi-NCR, 100, will have a second

It's pxpected that the new Navl Mumbal

wehth i abowt A million pessenger han

wlll surpess Mumbai-CSMIA

NAVI MUMBAI

INT'L AIRPORT
Panvel, Navi Mumbal

Wawi Mumbal infernational

PHASE L

FINAL CAPACITY

NOIDA INT'L
AIRPORT

lewar, Gautam Budh Nagar
Uttar Pradesh

Yarmuna international

Alrpart Linited (NMIAL), & PROECT Alrport Pvi Ltd [YIAPL), &
Joint ventire betwean Ada DEVELOPER subsidiary of Zurich Alrpart
Alrport Holdings & Ciden AG, and UP givt joint ventire

octd INALIGURATION Oct 30
In Dec il By mid-Dec
PHASEL
NA LAKD AREA 1,334 hectares
Ligbhectares | LGS | 5000 hectares
B R i
i 2 mPpA PHASE | CAPACITY 12MPPA

Mumbai air tralli

ary abrport this year the trajectory of thess  dling eapacity, will be relagated o second- one torminal RERASTRCTUR: one terminal
two new abrpoets would be marksdly differ- — ary airport” status Twvo pasallol ramways, FINAL Twa runwiays, two terminaks
ont, Delhi'e Indirs Gandhi Internationil By 0452040, Lrvcdla's top thiroe bis ikt Tour terrninals NFRASTRUCTURE (UP working on expansion)
Afrport will remmin the muin airport forthe  airports wonld be Delhi 1G] fwhich is sst o VPR Wiliion o8 i 5 DA
Drolhi NCH region. with Noide-Jowarabrport  imeresse ity copocity to 100 millien passon L o
playing the role of the smaller, seoondary  gors per year| i Mumbai airport, ood
alrport, I owill eventunlly overtike Delbhl  Nofda-Jewnr, which bsexpected whandie 70 trafle conimolles bl Was I
akrport, though not anytime soon million passengers a vear IT we trovel furs  declared capacity of Indla's busiest girport IS

Bt thasl 15 niod the case with Mumbal's  ther into the foture, Nokds-Jewar —wilh s Mumbal ranw, 7 1l 2008, when Delhl's M
Chhatrapati Shivajl Maharaj Internathon-  six runways and 225 milllon passenger han- 30842 Nighis per hour 161 pverioak it )G isnow
il Alrport (CSMEAY Mumbal airport 5so diing eapacity — will be India's top gun.  But thers heve b amang the warld's top 10 UELHI
comigertad thit 1t has no room Tor growth;  Beagaturo alepors, with s pealled runway. times when (he in fiyer footfall m

UmBAL

afrport will overtake |t within a decade,
handling way more prssengers

FLYING AHEAD AFTER SLOW START

Nayvi Mumbai will start off slow, with one

MNEED FOR SECONDARY AIRPORTS

Most of the big cities of the world sre
nerved by mulilple airports. Mew Yok hae
John F Eennedy ne its moin airport, with

cxaniral lus handied
abotrl G4 fikghte in 60
Minutes on rumwny
27," b acleliod

Flight movements

rumway and a terminal building that can Newark Liberty amd LaGuandia function: ane not evenly speced T T EEE 1]
el le 20 million passengers o venr Cur- g as secondary anes, London’s Heathroswe — out, with most flghts roa
rendly Murmbal airport hondles fEmillion. is its busiest airport. even os Qatwick,  bunched during the morn sinee
passenpers per year, operating Just onn Stansted and Lotlon serve ig secondary  Ing and evening peak hours ki s

single runway

Mumbul ks ehenatly the main sirpor of
IR (M b MastrogalHan Reghon ). Bur
the rising demind for ale travel out of
Mumbai has not been met with & corre
spanding increase in supply of airline
seats The nirpart has not grown sinoe X8,
and it wthll handles roughly the spime fiim-
ber of flighte The Nmvi Mombad airport is
oxpectend (o take up the sleck coused by the
older airport’s stifled growth

According vo m tap officinl of Adani
Adrpor! Holdings Lid, the prent oomgsany
ol Newl Mumabwl nnid Mumbal aleports, the
naew airports Terminal 1 |s set (o be s
ruted within g year of s opening, making

mirports, Piris has Chinrles de Goulls = iis

miadn alrport, while Cely and Beiuyvals-
Tille are Irs secondary alepors

Bt for over elght decades now The Miam-
Bad abrpor! — with passenger terminals at
Sathar; Vile Parde and Sanincrae — his boen
the onby nir el gatewny to the 24 million
people of Mumbnl and s pre-actan area
that make up MME

Lt i weorld of mirposts and runwsys, te
top rank i held by paralle] runways, os these
allow simulinnesus opermtbons, Mumbal
et 1o, fas taio runwiys, bud they don't
run parallel, they intersect ench alber n
such a way that both runsays cannot be
wsed simulinmeously at full eapacity Thus,

when the Mumbai ranwny works

Teined s espueity Correnily, Mumbal sie-
ot andles an average of 950 Mights per
vy Thie 24 hours are paekel, especially the
Pl boters Op Mow 11, 8025, the atrpaort
hunnetled 1,083 Dights in 24 bours, @ rocond

Noneal thiswill change when Mmd Mum
bl alrport stirts finctioning, Mumbal air
portwill not be decomgested. mirtinoes soll ot
o [ights o the new abrport. The Nov]
Mumbai airport will only sceommodiste the
erumwth (hust B urmbal alrport couldan 't handle
Mot adrport was Inidin's bosiest airport
L0 2000, Flarmmed in by slams, 18 eould pot
alfond a secomd parallel runway, and Dethl
overtnok i 1o fake bopslod
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Why Noida airport will give
Delhi-NCR double ballast

Saurabh Sinhadiimesolindiecom

wdlul's ppd ppread soutty
ward (Cinrgaon b mdd nasl
et { Pk ) oner thee lnst
e — hoth neigh
bouring cities becoming
magnets for corpormts investment and
consoguently jobs and ol estate
menns ndin's capital region is now
M b i st it pepaaintion of (L5
erure Thit makes i the second-Lurgest
urhan agglomeration in the world afler
Tokoyr, Enifeed N bons prosertions show
Delhi-NOR will disploee Taliyvo at (he
fuf e nnother ke venrs
11 eoki bl Frapgeon) o
"Fhus D, commesreind sidinarswill
nogin wadcing off and landing from
downr. the bmnd new {nternoetisnn
airport develaped as o pahlicprivaie
partnership betweon the state of UL
il Swriss gannt Zurich AG. The sirpaort

is likely to super
charangeowth | tha
cast in the coming
yoars, fike Indir
Gandhi Inferna
il akrpad ol
o the sotith

Anil whalisy-
er the Inithal hic
wrips Malkka Inger-
nntional Afrport
(WA may oo
airline ratos and

road conmectIvity
sinee Jowar |8 a good

tiEm from Notdn eity
theme is no shortage of ambiiion
tomade it successful. U sees Jewnr o
merown el and e Modi gov bas
g plins tivses KA grow b oo of

the worlid's bl ggest avbinthon hubis

(5T

SAlrtines are very exciimd fo opernie
From Jewsr kgt There ts hugs po-
tentinl i that area, So. | can s that
at least 10 cities will be connected (o
hegm withj as seen in discussions thot
are hagpoening with the afrdines" Un
o0 ovintion minister Bom Mohan
Maldu suid (n Sep

Imite bt e Adrpeorts Ecomom
I Regulnionry Avdhoriey sid, NIA will

“complament 1G] alrport o mest avie

thon demund of the reglon ™. "It will
servir s the primary internathonal alr
pwirt for major cltbes such s Nokda,
Whorur, Glinekabod, Mithies, Agra, e
s w il b the gatewny to vicious pil
grim and troris] desnmmetione,” 11 el

Thi KA story begins with one run
ey el one terminal bodkfing (77) that
ot Juraedbee 10 ey proesonigeers murio.
ally Abrports grow produally with de
e, Dhedhi's TGL wivich begnn s Hife
ai perasenper wlrport over six decates
agv in 12 when Mlghts were shifled
thers from Safinrjung. s vet 1o see jis
Tl pebuiaeses ehisvuehiprimient [hat sl seie
T2 minkee wny for a brand new T4

K1A CED Christopt Sehnellmani
soe T petting expandad to handle 3
OB “try the onad off thsdecade™, I fan,
work on 'hase Ul of K14 has started
with the mirpart building and more
pocking boys, given the demond for
pererl-hurar alnts o mirtines whin want

e ellect vy mmberor 10 0o il e poe
Lheit tis il Labcrore 0T o) pes-
seEnErs 8 yeer), We've spepifienlly
planned for the growth trajeciory,”
Schnellmann recently told TOL “We'll
stnrt operatione with domestie fights
Subsequently, we will hove interna
{irnnd Mighvis tna, Tt we mopect o vost
mujority of our Dighits to bo demestic ™

While the fittire holds foumonse
postermtind fior NLA wiat will it e for
possengers. alrdines npd the overall
erorsany when it starts cperations this
summer?~Bulkding asrenl= nirport
alhonys s io diplony Chie Eatessl lechaology
Frosts mvmilable RLA will e iouchless

Prigi¥atra all the way from erminad
entry i sscurty mnd bosnding for do-
misatie passohgers " Schnedlmann sald

XA is also expocted to decongest
TG aned Tmprowe passrnger sxpseri
ence at the big brother nirport, which
imeidenially wanted 1o muake peak

GETTING BEANY: Nolda Int' Alrport has, In @5 Nirst phase, an 87-acr cargo hub. There
mEmEEnce

are also plans to bulid a 40-acre aleraf repair,

1o base nireraft in NCH st might be
e nf th space eranch el 16T, MTA
mnde 25 ing bays, nccording to
s original plan, but has deeided w
ot mine maore

LT hos hantiched over Innd to Ziirich
A Tor a A-year conesssbon periond
whetre bwo runwiys and @ mony fer
iwehnals s T8 b bmaith b phises o han-
le70 million passenpers a year Wark
o ihe speond runway and T2 will
start :s soon as traffie ot Tl touches
M milllon passingors & year Whon
thnt happens depends on how i traf
e grows. Achinving B0 traffie of
the buikt eaparcity is the trigger for
1t et phuses of developmienl ol
NIA. NLA will rench TCPA copocity
whien all is Four plhirses gre compl ke

LI ot il b e pouicd INLACS etren
Almost foumfiokd from e corrend 1280
Dnectares il "hase L0 o oy 5,000 havtaes
Iy oo deeracdess: For porspect b,
e curvent spresud of 1G] which s
Frctla's bamiest airport — s 2008 b
tarws. T fou rnways and thros firm )
nnlsare expected torench o penlscmpne
iy of 10 milllon poessengers par year
i about o decndn

NIA il seses gerowth in the foglstios
business in NUH mod b, in its first
pilusis, s AT-nere oo b hil (s being
deseloped by AISATS, There nre plans
Ve Dol et ol ey m vepedn ookl esmnee

and overful (MR fe iy over 40
ATes s well

*Uryerall growih of the Indian econ
it af ke traffic 0 the cotimtry mid
mirernft arders of sirfines hore shows
Dedhd nwechs o socond adrpart 1ike many
largs cities mround the wordd. Our TL
will harve monparcity of handling 3 oo
{080 miltirn) possengers por vear We're
norw oerstriscting Jess i han hadf of tha
10 b ehessienned s stoch oowey thisd we

and overhaul acility

hwur fligihts nnd bosiness elass fiving
MR PEpeTaive.

e secuity checkein {chig
NIA, hiwsrwes, will it beary dilfre
Ve, you will still need to take vour elee
tronic devioss sut and keep them inn
L G L s el B mink Ty specilicntinns
for' oy scnnners — thad aflow essen
e b sk pusd-hosn frisking —amd 270
CT Xy sconners. whleh can scan e
saniiil obietonm be ey bovs S Hgubies in
exhin baps So, the securty setupat N1A
will ke thee tech currently osed ol
wther Indian NIA has provi
wbana to i all CTX snd h-:l} M
‘whenever they pre-alirwed, The pirport
|, hmwwr husary designed inoa way
that the bagyage screening lanes ao
crmiling to Schoellmwnmn, will e “very
Lol binig emintiich Spiee ol pressen
gers apprnnehing (he Vi o piek s tray
and o unpack thelr g™

Thes alrpnt will have two lonnges
A v b eyt with e ks and
il othist partiers bo ey snd make pos
s eNperiniee ag sl and s
sle-free as possihle, The tngiine that
wi'ma workilng wiih b8, Indkan wasrith
i hospitality with Swiss ef
lekoney”. We will maks our possengers
{ive] welrmme by creafing an experience
Thast dhriws on the eich archifectiral
herktigpe ol the reghon — i hovell=tyle
conriyaril In the secarity holil e

Wl deploy o lot of fech thad L= so
wisihle bt will drive pressenge raper-
oiw In the bockgroueid,” b aedded
SIA W be difPermit innbother wogy
it vl bemwea VM terminal ~The VI
termingl s sittated in the wastorn pre
cinct of the s near the
west slemice e 1L will feadure o core
imnnind locree along with securiby mmd
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Commercial flights at Navi Mum airport from Dec

George Mendonca

Navi Mumbai: Airlines flichts
will begin at the Navi Mumbai In-
ternational Airport (NMIA) air-
port in Dec, about two months af-
ter its formal inauguration on Oct
8. Cidcovice-chairmanand mana-
ging director Vijay Singhal anno-
unced at a press conference on Sat
that the NMIA will be inaugura-
ted by PM Modi on Oct 8 after he
arrivesat2.40 pm.

PM Modi will be at the airport
for two hours; he will inspect the
airport premises and take stock of
terminals and other areas. Sing-
hal also stated that domestic and
international flights will take off
from NMIA in Dec because, after
inauguration, the airport will be
handed over to CISF for carrving
out the procedure to put in place
security measures, which will ta-
ke around 45 days.

Singhal claimed the capacity
of NMIA to cater to passengers is

Terrnlnai 1 of the Navi Mumbal [ntematlunal Alrport ahead of its mauguratlnn
on Oct 8. Terminal 2 will be ready by 2029, said Cidco »Another picon P 6

almost double that of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport. On the world map, Maha-
Mumbai will be anaviation hubas
the total combined capacity of
CSMIA-Mumbai and Navi Mum-

bai airport will be about 150 mil-
lion passengers per annuim.
Singhal said, “NMIA is spread
over 1,160 hectares and has four
terminals. In the first phase, one
terminal’s work is completed. The

airporthasacapacity tocater to20
million passengers per annum
and cargo handling capacity of 0.8
million metric ton per annum.
Out of the two runways, one is
completed and has a length of
3,700 m for enabling landing and
takeoff of large passenger air-
craft like the A380. The second ter-
minal’s capacity will be 30 million
passengers per annum and it will
be 20 million passengers per an-
num eachforterminal 3and4. The
airport’s final capacity will be 90
million passengers per annum
and 3.25 mn metric tons of cargo.”

On the kev highlights of
NMIA, Singhal said it hasan APM
(Automated People Movers) facili-
ty for connectivity between all fo-
urterminals by underground pas-
sage, For example, if a passenger
by mistake enters the airport
from terminal-l for check-in, due
to APM facility the passenger can
also reach terminal 4 for check-in
and vice-versa. In comparison, at

CSMIA, passengers have to take
the shuttle or cab to travel betwe-
en two terminals. Also, there is a
storage facility for sustainable av-
iation fuel to make the operations
environment-friendly, apart from
47 mega watt solar energy genera-
tion for providing 70% to 80% po-
wer supply to the airport premi-
ses with the aim of achieving zero
net carbon emissions. NMIA is a
greenfield airport as 100% EV bu-
ses will transport passengers
from terminal to the aircraft.

Singhal added, “Regarding ro-
ad connectivity, after Atal Setu,
work on the elevated Ulwe coastal
road hasstarted, and itisexpected
to getover in six months, Till then,
the Amra Marg half cloverleafl in-
terchange route willhelp passeng-
ers connect to the airport. After
the elevated coastal road opens,
people can travel along Atal Setu
to connect to the elevated coastal
road and from there within six mi-
nutes reach the airport.”
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DGCA advises airlines to deploy
adequate capacity to arrest high airfares

Air India flight lands safely in
Birmingham after deploying

—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Dalhi

India’s civil aviation reguo-
lator has advised airlines to
augment capacity for the
festive season by deploving

businessline.

Eiselaimar: Rraders ire Figquaited 12 sy
B make appengride enqute by sathly
Uheirtabis  abewr the weacey of an
ateirttioment Belire rmponding B any
pubishid  in  thi  rewspaper.  THG
PUBLISHING PYT LT, the Pubsher B
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teertiiir or Tor any of the advarthers
prodects andjer serdcis. In f ceend canthe
Cratai, Pullishet, Britir, Editer, Dirsctens,
Etplopeis of this rewapagascompany be
hald  repensiaBiale i ey et
whasssevat Tor amy cliims andiar damages
Fisf adheprisarnerts it This rafwcipager.

additional flights to meet
high demand.

The development as-
sumes significance as air-
fares tend to rise in the fest-
ive season due to heavy
demand.

Accordingly, the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) “proactively took
up the issue or matter with
airlines and asked them to
augment flight capacities for
thgrfgsuw sgehasnnpm deploy-
ing additional flights to meet
high demand,” the Ministry
of Civil Aviation said in a
statement. In response to
the DGCA's intervention,
airlines informed that they

are adding additional flights.
On its part, IndiGo is said to
deploy approximarely 730
additional flights across 42
sectors. Similarly, the Air In-
dia Group (Air India and Air
India Express) will deploy
additional capacity.

The Air India Group will
deploy 486 additional flights
across 20 sectors. Budget
carrier Spicelet will deploy
546 additional flights across
38 sectors. “DGCA  will
maintain rigorous oversight
of airline fares and flight ca-
pacities to protect passen-
gers' interests during the
festive season,”” the state-
ment said.

emergency turbine

]
Rohit Vaid
MNew Dethi

An Air India flight from Am-
ritsar to Birmingham landed
safely after the crew detec-
ted the deployment of the
aircraft’s Ram Air Turhine
(RAT )} during final approach.

The incident oceurred on
Saturday (October 4, 2025),
when flight AI117 from Am-
rirsar to Birmingham detec-
ted RAT deployment during
irs final approach.

On technical basis, RAT is
an emergency power source

that deploys automatically
during serious system fail-
ures. The system is designed
to provide essential Ty
draulic and electrical power
when an aircraft experiences
a significant loss of onboard
power.

Accordingly, the system is
rarely used and typically ac-
tivates only when both en-
gines fail or there is a major
systems failure, making its
deployment an unusnal and
serious event. In addition,
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation is expected to
review the incident closely.
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Aviation sector continues to soar

India's domestic aviation (DGCA) report, airlines traffic decreased by 1.40%
sector continued to expand carried 1107.26 lakh pas- month-over-month.
in 2025, though passenger sengers between January “Passengers carried by

traffic in August showed a and August 2025, up 4.99% domestic airlines during
slight dip compared to July. year-on-year from 1054.66 January-August 2025 were
According to the Directo- lakh in the same period 1107.26 lakhs as against
rate General of Civil Aviation  last year. However, August 1054.66 lakhs during the

corresponding period of the
previous year, thereby reg-
istering an annual growth

of 4.99 % and a monthly
growth of -1.40 %," the DGCA
said in its monthly traffic
report for August. ANI
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DGCA stepsin to keep festival fares in check

DEEPAE PATEL
Mo Dedhi, & October

TheDirectorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has asked aidines to add Hights
across key routes to prevent a spike in
airfares during the festival season.

In a statement issued on Sunday
evening, the Ministry of Civil Aviation
said: “DGCA is mandated by the minis-
tryto keepawatch on airfanes, especially
during the festival season. and take
appropriate measures in case of a surpe
in prices.”

Following discussions with sirlines,
the regulator said carriers have com-
mitted to deploying extra capacity to
meet higher travel demand. IndiGo will
operate around 730 additional flights
across 42 sectors.

Ailr India and Air India Express
together will deploy about 486 addi-
tional Hights across 20 sectors and
Spicedet will add nearly 546 flights

Bcross 38 sectors

“The DGCA proactively took up the
matter with aidines and asked them to
augment flizht capacities for the festi-
val season by deploying additional
flights to meet the high demand.” the
ministry added.

The October=-December period
typically witnesses heavy travel
due to festivals such as Diwali,
Dussehira, and Christmas,
leading to fare spikes on
popular routes.

The ministry said the
regulator would “maintain
rizorous oversight of aidine
fares and flight capacities o
protect  passenger  interests
during the festival season.”

Acoording to aviation analytics firm
Cirium, Indian carriers are scheduled to
opemte X2 945 domestic Hlights perweek
in October, which is 2.1 per cent lower
VEATr-0n-Year

RAT deployed in A-I's Dreamliner
to UK, regulator orders probe

RAT got deployed during landing of the
plane at 400 fret but the pilot did not
report any related sbnormality.

The maintenance actions for uncom-
manded RAT deployment recommended
by Bocing have been carried out and no
discrepancy were observed, the official
said and added that the aircralt is being
released forservice.

The official also said the DGCA will
carry out a detailed investigation into the
incident. Meanwhile, The Federation of
Indian Filots (FIP} on Sunday urped avi-
ation safety regulator DGCA to thaor-
oughly check and investigate the
electrical system of all Boeing 787 aircratt
inthe country. Tl

Aviation watchdog DGCA will carryout a
detailed probe into the incident
of Ram Air Turbine (RAT)
petting deployed in an Air
India Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner aircraft fiow
minutes before landing
at the Birmingham air-
part on Saturday,
acoording toan official,
In an aircraft, RAT gets
deployed automatically in
the eventuality of a dual engine
[ailure or total electronic or hydraulic
failure. RAT uses wind speed to generate
CMETEENCY POWET.
The sentor DGCA official told PTT that
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DGCA Monitors Airfares to
Curb Festive Price Surges

New Delhi: Aviation watchdog DGCA |s keeping
A “rigorous oversight™ on airfares and flight ca-
pacities for the festive season to ensure that there
arenosteep hikes inair ticket prices
During festive seasons and Increased demand,
there have been instances of surge in domestic
alrfnres, especially in high traflic
- routes. While airfares are dereguls-
= % ted, the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has the mandate
Q to keep a wateh on air ticket prices
and also to take approprinte mensu
res in case of n surge in prices, The
civil aviation ministry on Sunday said DGCA has
reviewed airfare trendds ahead of the festive season
rushand has proactvely asked airlines toaugment
flight capacities tomeet the high demand.
IndiGo, Alr India, Alr Indla Express and Spice
Jet will be operating ndditional Qights. —PT1

Pilots Ask Regulator to Check
Electricals of all Boeing 787s

Mumbai: The Federation of Indion Pilots (F11%)
on Sunday urged aviation safety regulator DGCA
to thoroughly check and investigate the electrical
systems of all Boeing TB7 aircraft in the country
The pllots’ body wrote to the DGCA (Directorste Ge-
naralof Civil Aviationdaday afber o Boclng 787, opera-
tied by Adr Inelion on the Amritsar-Bir-
mingham route, experienced an
O emerpency  power svstem  deploy-
‘ment when it was about toland in the
‘ UK city In the lettor, FIP President
G.8. Randhawa noted that the Ab~
crafl Health Monitoring svstem de-
teoted a Gult in the Bus Power Control Unit, which
may have triggered the automatic power deployment.
Engineor hydraulic/electrical failure orsoftwa-
e malfunction are being cited as among the seve-
ral probable causes of the Alr Indin Boelng 787
plane crash in June this year, —PT1

6 OCTOBER 2025



e What does the
DGCAreport say?

THEDIRECTORATE GENERAL of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) last week released its
first-ever mnkings of Flying Training
Organisations (FTOs). The report
revealed that notasingleoneofthe 35
FTOs evaluated received an A+ orA
rating, meaning none achieved a score
of 70% orhigheracross key parameters
such as safety standards, performance,
compliance, student support,and
operational adherence to regulations.

Moreover, 22 of these FTOswere
rated 'C’ indicating scores below 50%
which raise concerns about their
quality, safety, and overall readiness to
train the country’s future pilots.

The 12 FTOs that scored between
50% and less than 70% emergedas
the top performers, eaminga ‘B’
ranking. The growing demand for
pilots, coupled with the poorquality of
training institutes and increasing
course costs, means that inadequately
trained licence holders maybe putting
the lives of air passengers at risk.In July,
the aviationwatchdog had introduced
aranking system for FTOsas partof
efforts toimprove the qualityand
safety of pilot training activitiesin the
country. The decisioncame after
various incidents involving planes of
FTOs and apparent lapses.

e DGCA’saction against underperformers

MEARLY TWO-THIRDS OF FTOs ranked
‘C'will receive formal notices from the

DGCA, directing them to undertake self-

assessments and enhance their

performance ahead of the next biannual

rankings, scheduled for release on April
1,2026.However, in case they are
unable to improve their rankingsin the

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READTO LEAD
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DGCA'S FTO
RANKINGS

12,200
PILOTS IN INDIA
AS OF MARCH 2025 &
40 FTOs REGISTERED

All that’swrong with
pilot training schools

Noneof the 35 flying training organisations evaluated by the
aviationwatchdog last week received an A+ or Arating.
Training infrastructure &safety standards are the weakest
links, raising doubts about the quality of these training
schools & the pilots they are producing, writes Nitin Kumar

TO INTRODUCE

ARISE IN ACCIDENTS
AND SERIOUS

INCIDENTS AT FLYING
SCHOOLS IN

next round, there are nopenalties
envisaged in the system. But since the
aviation regulatoralso does auditing
and licensing of FTOs, it can take action
itany FTOfailstomeet those
parameters.

Thenext round could alsoseea
higher number of FTOsincluded,as the

DGCAplanstoexpand thesurvey to

its full capacity of 40 institutes. This
year, five FTOs were not ranked —

four of them because they had not
completed the mandatory 18 months of
operation as of August 31,2025,and
one becauseits approval was no longer
valid on that date.

800-1000

STUDENTS GRADUATE
ANNUALLY

Mon, 06 October 2025
https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/78290364

THE DGCA'S DECISION

e HowFTOs canimprove theirscores

THETWO MOSTcritical areas, training
infrastructure and safety standards,
make up 60% of the total score,
underscoring where most FTOs are
falling short.

Operational aspects, weighted at 40%b,
include key factors suchas student-to-
aireraft and student-to-instructor ratios,
fleet size,and the availability of
simulators and ground schools. Safety
standards (20%) assess the numberof
accidents andincidents in the past year.
Another 20%is allocated to training
performance, tracking the average time

to complete 175 flying hours,aireraft
utilisationrates,and trainee completion
ratios. Student support and regulatory
compliance each carry 10% weightage.
These cover grievance resolution,
financial aid, placement support,
transparency in fees, DGCA safety
observations,and breath-analyser
violations.

Toclimb the mnkings, FTOs must
focus on strengthening theiroperational
capacity, enforcing safety protocols, and
delivering student-centric,compliant
training programmes.

® The need for
theserankings

THEDGCA'S DECISION to introduce
rankings follows a rise inaccidentsand
serious incidents at flying schools in
recent years, primarily linked to
inadequate aircraft maintenance and
pooradherence to safety regulations.
Currently, 800to 1,000 students
graduate from these FTOs annually and
get commercial pilot licences —a
number poised to grow significantlyin
the coming years, driven by surging air
traffic. Domestic air passenger traffic
hasalready doubled in thepast decade,
rising from 110 millionto 2 20 million,
and is projected to reach 400 million by
2029.According to civil aviation
minister K. RKammohan Naidu, Indiawill
require 4,000 additional aircraft over
the next 20 years and is planning to
build 200 new airports tomeet future
demand. The introduction of these
rankings will subject FTOs to increased
DGCA oversight and public scrutiny,
creatinga strong incentive for them to
raise theirstandards.

e Training fees
touch the sky

AS OF MARCH 2025, India has around
12,200 licensed pilots. This numberis
expected tonearly triple to 33,700 over
thenextdecade,as perthe ministryof
civil aviation. Training 20,000 new
pilots with the current inadequate
infrastructure could pose aserious risk.
The situation is especially conceming
given that FTOs charge exorbitant
course fees. Take the Indira Gandhi
Rashtriya Uran Akademi (IGRUA),run
by the civil aviation ministry. IGRUA
received a’Category C' rating and was
ranked 25th by the DGCA.Itchargesan
upfront fee ofaround 45 lakhtora
commercial pilot licence (CPL),which
includes 200 hours of flying. This
amount does notincdude the
mandatory type rating — a certification
needed to fly specific aircraft —which
addsanother¥15-20 lakh. Those who
pursueairline-sponsored training
programmes (not rated by the DGCA)

may have to pay even more, up to
T1 croreinsome cases.
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AirIndia 787 RAT deploys, lands safely

INA MAMR incident imolving
an Asr India plane, Ram Air Tur-
bine,which s usually used in
case of engine fadures, got
deployed without any com
mand from a Boeing TE7-B
Dreamiineraincmfta fow min
utes before landing at the
Birmingham airport on Satur
day,according tooffldalk.

Aviationwatchdog DGCAIS
probing the incident involving
aircratt VT-AND opemting t he
flightAll17 from Amritsar to
B irn1i.r|g!u||1:| on Chctober

The plane landed safely, the

afficials saidon Sunday

Generally, RAT  gets
deployed automatically in the
eventualityof adual engine il
vre or electrical felectronic or
brpdraulic falhre among others

1t ses wind speed o gener-
ate CMECTETNCY POWeT,

The Incident has also raked
safety concerns, with the Fed
eration of Indian Pllots [I 11
urging DGCA toarny out thor
ouph dhecks and investigate
theelectrical system of all Boe
Ing 787 alraraft in thecountry.

The deployment of RAT also
assumes significance agalnst
the backdrop of the crash of an

Airlndia Dreamlinerthat killed
J.:’:I}rr-npiﬂ:-n June 13,
Afterthefatal acddentalso,
CONCETIS wWere :I'.'I.il.'.'l‘l m some
guarters about the safety of
Dreamliners and some reporis
had suggested that RAT was
deployed prior w the crash,
which happened soon after
take-off In a statement on
Sunday.anairindiaspokesper
son gaid the operting aew of
r:hghl All117 from Amrssar to
Birmingham on October 4
dr1|.-r1t-|.'||1|.-|'|I.n],'1'|'|t-nt||rli.ﬂ.'l.':'-t'
the aircraft during its final
appraach. =—PTI
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Air India flight lands

safely in UK. after
RAT deployment

Press Trust of India
MUMBAL

The operating crew of Air
India’s Amritsar-Birming-
ham flight reported that
the Boeing 787’s ram air
turbine (RAT) unexpected-
ly deployed during the final
approach on Saturday, but
the aircraft landed safely,
the airline said on Sunday.

RAT deploys automati-
cally in the eventuality of a
dual engine failure or total
electronic or hydraulic fai-
lure. It uses wind speed to
generate emergency pow-
er.

Sources said that during
the landing, at 400 ft, the
RAT unlock message came,
and it got deployed. They
also said that the pilot did
not report any abnormality
and the aircraft landed
safely.

Air India has cancelled
its Birmingham-Delhi flight
as the aircraft has been
grounded for inspection.

Probe ordered

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Sunday instituted a de-
tailed investigation into the
incident.

The Federation of In-
dian Pilots (FIP) called on
the DGCA to inspect electri-
cal systems of all Boeing

The Federation of Indian Pilots

called on the DGCA to inspect
electrical systems of all Boeing
787 aircraft in India.

787 aircraft in India.

In its letter to the DGCA,
FIP president G.S. Randha-
wa noted that the aircraft
health monitoring system
detected a fault in the bus
power control unit, which
may have caused the RAT
to deploy automatically [on
the Birmingham flight].

Citing the June crash of
an Air India flight, which
killed 260 people, the FIP
said engine or hydraulic/
electrical failures or soft-
ware malfunctions are
among the potential causes
being examined. “It is per-
tinent to note that the inci-
dent in Birmingham is
another pointer towards
the Air India crash of B-787
aircraft. In the interest of
air safety, FIP insists that
the DGCA must thoroughly
check the electrical system
of B-787 aircraft in the
country,” the letter stated.
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Emergency system deploysin
UK-bound Al light, lands safely

Neha LM Tripathi

bt e i et ki s oom

NEW DELHE: In a serious mid-air
scare, on Air India Boving 787
operating from Amritsar o Bir-
mingham reported unexpected
deplovmment of its Bam Alr Tur-
biine (RAT) during lancding on Sut-
urcly, proswpting the pilots’ union
o fag the need for detniled checls
of the aircrafi's electrical systen.

The alrcralt landed saliely, the
wirline said on Sunday,

The RAT, a small propefler-lile
device, is designed to automati-
calky deploy only in extreme emer-
gencies such as a dual engine fil-
ure or ot power loss, (5 unex-
pectsd deplovment is rare and
usually signabs a technical faule

“The operating crew of flight
AINT from Amritsar to Birming-
ham on 4 October 2025 detected
deplovment of the Ram Alr Tur-
bine (RAT) of the alreraft during
its final approach, All electrical
] hydmaulic perameters were
found normal, and the aircraft
performed a safe landing at Bir-
mingham,” Alr Indka sald in a
SLALCTTENL.

Whille the incident ok place
during landing at 400ft when a
message of unlocking RAT was
received, a senior DGCA official
sadd, the pilot did not report of anmy
related abnormality.

Another official said, “All rec-

Another mid-air scare

What happened The Ram Air Turbine {RAT) of @ Air India plane operating
from Amntsar b Birmingham was deployed mid-flight during landing

Why it's important

This i the second such incident imvalving the Boeing
767 Dreamiiner since the June 12 crash of A 171, which
kiked 260 peaple after the plane orashed soon after

take-off from Ahmedabad.

The pilots
federation has
talled for checks
of all Bra7
planes

ammended maintenance actiens
have been carried out and foumnd
satisfaciory. Boeing has confirmed
the aircraft to be structurally and
functionally acceptable for contin-
ued operation if all the steps are
satisfctory.”

The DGCA will be investigai-
ing the incident, officials con-
Firmmed.

“The matter requires detalled
investigation. An officer from
directorate of sir safery (NH} has
been assigned this investiga-
ticein.”™ @ DGCA official said.

"Boeing recommended main-
tainance actions for uncom-
manded RAT deployment have
been carmied outand no discrep-
aney has been observed. Alr-
craft is being released for ser-

vice., Boeing however, has
issued FLEET TEAM DIGEST
{internal communication) con-
tuining brief of previous cases,”
The Boeing 787 Dreamliner has
been grounded for inspection,
leading to the cancellation of its
Birmingham-Delhi return Might.
"Alwernative arrangemems are
being made io sccommodate the
passengers,” the airline added.
This ks the second such incident
Imvolkving the same alrerafi model
since the June 12 crash of Air
India’s Dreamline, Al 171 which
Killed 260 people alter the plane
ernshed soon after take-off from
Ahmedabad. The Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau (AAIB)
Is probimg thit erash, with early
findings pointing to sudden

engine shutdowns seconds after
take-ofl.

The latest incident has once
agmin raised questions about the
relighility of the Boging 787 leet.
U5 alreraft maker Boeing has not
commented publicly on the ear-
lier crash, one of the worst in
Indiz in three deowdes.

After the latest incident, the
Federation of Indian Pilots (FIF)
Tz written to the country’s avia-
ton regulator, the Nrectoriate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA),
o conduet detailed checks of the
electrical system of the B7S7 air-
craft in India.

It also sent the same letter o
the civil aviation ministry, includ-
ing the avintion secretary Samir
Kumuar Sinha

In the letter on Sunday, the
union that consists of over 5500
pilots across the country, stated,
“It Is pertinent o note that the
Iincident In another pointer
towvards the Al crash of B-787 air-
cralft... in the interest of Air Safety
FIPinsists that DGCA must thor-
oughly check and investigate the
elecirical system of B-787 ajc in
the country.”

It said that, afier the Ahmeda-
bad crash, the FIP has been insist-
ing on thorough check of the elec-
irical system of B-787 aircrafi.

“Subsequent to the crash.
DGCA checked only the fuel con-
tral switches of B-787 in AL Today

an incident cecurred on a B-7E7
aircraft, VT-ANOL. In today's inci-
dent the Aireradt Health Monitor
ing (AHM) has picked upa fult of
thie Bus Power Control Unit
{BPCU} which may have caused
the auto deplovment of RAT. All
electrical and hydravlic parame-
ters were found normal, and the
aircraft performed asafe landing
at Birmingham.”

It further staged, ~_There have
been numerous incidents on
B-787 aircralt We have strongly
trken up with MOCA {ministry of
civil avintion) and AAIB (Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau) (o
thoroughly check the electrical
systemi ol all B-787 aircrafi in the

“The incident involving Air
India Flight ALY today raises
immediate and serions concerns
about Alr India’s Boeing 787 feet,
its maintenance, operation, and
deployment. The RAT on the 787
deplovs automatically through
computer inpui anly il the svs-
tems detect a major failure in
engine power, hydraulics, or
thrstassurance,” Mark D Manin
of Martin Consulting, an aviation
salety M. said.

“At this stage, the 787 fleet
should be grounded untl the
exact reason behind the RAT s
deployment in both the ATLT]
Ahmedabad erash and the Bir-
mdngham mcident isestablished.™
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Airlines add 1.7k flights
ahead of festive season

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: With the festive sea-
son around the corner, airlines
are gearing up (o operate more
than 1,700 additional flights
across key routes to address the
travel rush. The move comes
after the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) stepped in
to ensure sufficient capacity and
prevent a sharp rise in airfares
ahead of Diwali,

The aviation regulator
reviewed recent airfare trends
and held discussions with air-
lines to address the expected
spike in passenger demand dur-
ing October and November, the
DGCA said in a statement
released on Sunday. "Accord-
ingly, the DGCA proactively took
up the issue/matter with airlines
and asked them to augment
flight capacities for the festive
season by deploying additional
flights to meet high demand,” it
said.

Responding to the regulator’s
call, airlines announced signifi-

cant additions to their schedules,
IndiGo, India's largest carrier,
will operate around 730 extra
flights across 42 sectors. Air
India and Air India Express will
together add nearly 486 addi-
tional flights across 20 sectors,
while Spicelet will deploy about
546 extra flights across 38
routes, the DGCA said.

These additions are aimed at
easing congestion and improv-
ing availability, especially on
popular routes such as Delhi to
Mumbai, Delhi to Bengaluru,
and Mumbai to Chennai, as peo-
ple head back home to their fam-
ilies to bring in the festive sea-
S0,

DGCA said they will maintain
“rigorous oversight” of both
fares and seat availability to pro-
tect passengers’ interests. Air-
fares often witness a steep surge
during Diwali and year-end holi-
days, with passengers booking
last-minute tickets facing the
highest hikes. Ahead of Durga
Puja, flights to Kolkata also
reportedly witnessed a surge in
ticket prices.
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Pilots raise concerns as
RAT on Air India’s 787
activates ‘unexpectedly’

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: In a serious mid-air
scare, an Air India Boeing 787
operating from Amritsar to Bir-
mingham reported unexpected
deployment of its Ram Air Tur-
bine (RAT) during landing on Sat-
urday, prompting the pilots’
union to flag the need for detailed
checks of the aircraft’s electrical
system. The aircraft landed
safely, the airline said on Sunday.

The RAT, a small propeller-
like device, is designed to auto-
matically deploy only in extreme
emergencies such as a dual
engine failure or total power

THE RAT. IS
DESIGNED TO
DEPLOY IN CRITICAL
EMERGENCIES
SUCH AS A DUAL
ENGINE FAILURE

loss. Its unexpected deployment
is rare and usually signals a tech-
nical fault.

“The operating crew of flight
Al7... detected deployment of the
RAT of the aircraft during its final
approach. All parameters were
found normal, and the aircraft
performed a safe landing...." Air
Indiasaid ina statement.  -pn

g DUTAOBER 2026
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Purnea-Delhi
tlights to start

from Oct 26

Aditya Nath Jha
htpatna@hindustantimes.com

PURNEA: IndiGo Airlines has
announced to launch daily
direct flights between the newly
built Purnea Airport and Delhi
from October 26 — the second
day of the four-day Chhath festi-
val, which offers prayers to both
the setting and rising Sun God.

The demand for a direct
flight to the national capital has
been growing since the opening
of the airport on September 15,
when Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated it.

According to Purnea Airport
Director DK Gupta, the flight
from Delhi will take offat 10:45
a.m. and land at Purnea Airport
at 12:50 p.m., while the return
flight will depart at 1:50 p.m.
and reach Delhi by 3:55 p.m.
daily. The starting fare from
Purnea to Delhi is 6,300 and
from Delhi to Purnea around
5,000. He said a direct flight to
Hyderabad will also start in the
coming days.

Expressing his happiness
over the launch of the direct
flight between Purnea and
Delhi, Group Captain (Retd)
Vishwajeet Kumar said, “Our
joy knows no bounds, and for us
it is the end of a 14-year exile
{Vanvas), as we first conceived
the dream of a flight from Pur-
nea in 2011." He expressed satis-
faction over both the timings
and the fare. “The fare is afford-

able, and we hope it will suita
lot of people waiting for it in
Purnea and the Kosi divisions,
besides Bhagalpur, for a long
time.” Kumar, along with other
civil society members, has been
campaigning for the Purnea
Airport for 14 years.

It may be recalled that Kumar
had introduced a 10-seater
Spirit Airways service linking
Purnea to Kolkata and Patna in
2012. However, the services
were discontinued a year later
due to the lack of proper civil
airport infrastructure. “But it
worked wonders as it succeeded
in igniting the public imagina-
tion of the people in Purnea and
the Kosi divisions,” he added.

Purnea Airport is expected to
end the stigma attached to Pur-
nea and the Kosi divisions,
which comprise seven districts
with 37 Assembly segments and
seven Parliamentary constitu-
encies. Since its inauguration on
September 15, the airport has
been offering daily flights to
Kolkata by IndiGo and Star Air,
and flights to Ahmedabad four
times a week — which will
become daily from October 15.

According to reports, airlines
have recorded over 90% seat
occupancy on all flights since
the airport’s inauguration, indi-
cating strong passenger
demand. In 2023, the campaign
for the civil airport had gained
momentum through the social
platform.
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A-1Boeing 787 emergency system
deploys on its own, DGCA to probe

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI.DCTOBER 5

AN AIR India Boeing 787-8 air-
crafit's las -pesort power system
unexpected Iy deploved on its
own just before the plane
landed safely at Birmingham
airport on Saturday, even
though all electrical and hy-
draubic parameters were found
nomal, prompting a probe by
India’s aviation regulator.

The ram air turbine { RAT
system wasone of the points of
focus in the investigation of the
Air India Boeing 787-8 crash in
Ahmedabad which killed 260
poople.

A pilol association, the
Federationof Indian Pilots {FIP),
has now urged the Directorate
Ceneral of Civl Aviation{ DGCA)
toinspect the electrical systems
af all Boeing 7875 operatngin
India, arguing that the RAT de-

Whatisa
® RAT?

EXPLAINED

THE ram air turbine
{RAT 15 a wind turbine
stowed in a compait-
ment in the underside of
the fuselage of the plane,
just behind the wing. It
deploys to generate
power only when pri-
mary and secondary
sources [ail In case ol
power Gilure, RAT helps
power systems such as
controls, navigation and
other critical equipment.

ployment points to electrical
SySrem isues,

The RAT is a small wind-
poveered turbine Inmodernair-
craft, it deploys automatically

during grave emerge ncies in-
volving wtal electrical [ailure oo
a debilitating hyd mulic Gilure
Piloes can also deploy it mani
ally. An accidental automatic
RAT deployment without an
emergency sifuation is ex-
tremely unusual

InSaturday’s incident, RAT
deployed when the aincralt ong-
inating from Amnbsar was at an
altitude of just 400 feet over
Birmingham, said sources with
knowledzeol the mattes The pi-
lat, however, did not report any
related abnormality,

Maintenance actions for un-
commanded RAT deployment.as
advised by Boeing. have been car-
ried out and no discrepancy was
found, sources sawl. The aircralt is
beingreleased for operations, but
the DGCA will conduct a detailed
imvegtigation, sources sad.

An Air India spokes person
said, “The operating crew of
flight AIT7 from Amritsar to

Birmingham on 04 Ocober
2025 detected deployment ol
the RamAir Turbine [RAT ol the
aircraftduringits final approach,
All electrical and hydraulic pa-
rameters were found normal,
and the aircraft pedormed asale
landing at Birmingham.”

In the June 12 crash, the
doomed aircralt's RAT wasde-
ployed moments after i, as
the engine fuel control switches
transitioned fmom RUN' to 'CUT-
OFF, This shut down both plane
engines according to the prelim-
inary probe report. A detailed
technical investigation into the
crash is underway and the final
investigarion report is expected
in a few months, Pilot associa-
tion FIP said an electrcal Gult
could hawe led to the deploy-
ment of RAT on Saturday’s flight,
AT, It suggested that an elec-
trical fault or failure could also
have contributed to the
Ahmedabaddisaster
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Pilots’” body asks DGCA to thoroughly check
electrical system of all Boeing 787 planes

MUMBAL The Federation of

Indian Pilots (F1P} on Sunday

aviation safety ar
I.)L.urﬁﬂjt_'r’; [ mmnqih]yctf;th:rﬂ
imvestigate the ebecirical system
of all Boeing 787 aircrall in the
coumlry.

The pilots” body wrobe a let-
ter i DWGOA (Direciorate Gen-
eral of Cavil Aviation) :ulaqr after
a BLH!:II.‘I.E Fi-F rl:u'u.' upuml.ed
by Adr Indsa from Amritsr lo
Birmingham sw deployment
of emergency lirbine power
when it was about 1o land in
the UK eaty.

According ta Air Lodia, the
operaling crew al its Amrit-
sar-Birmingham light reporied
that the BI.‘E:iI‘I.H T‘E‘:\ Hrﬁ Air
Turbine {HAT) unexpect-

edly deployed during the final
approach an October 4, bat the
airerafl landed safely.

In the Air India afrerafi
incident, the Aircrafi Health
Muonitoring (AHM) picked up
a fault of Bus Power Control
Unit (BPCU), which may have
caused the auts deployment of
RAT, FIP Presidesit GG S Rand-
biawa said in the better 1o DGCA

“The (Birmingham i
incident occurred  w
the Ram Air Tachine (RAT)
deployed automatically at 500 i
om apprroach imo Birmingharn_
the Aircraft Health Monitoring
{AHM) has Pi.sJ-uﬂ.l ug a fault
ol the Bus Power Control Unit
(BICL ) which may have caused
the st deployment of KAT

the pikits” body, which claims
to represent over S000 cockpil
crew members, said in the let-
ter. BPCU manages an aircrafi’s
electrical power syslem.

RAT ws avitomatically
in the eventuality of a dual
engire fxilure or total electmanic
o hydraulic Gshare. 1t uses wind
:.PL-erl ko H,ummle ETHETPETY
priwer ne or ||.:,'1J.r.1.1.:]:||:."
electrical !!:Illu:n. or software
malfunction are being cited
as arm the several 'pru'lubk
causes ol the Air India Haweing

e crash in fumne this year

‘There have been numser-

oies incidents on B-T8T aircrafi.
We have stromgly laken wp with
the Civil Aviation Mi.Tl.i.'il.l.[:.' amul
Aircralt Accident Iivestigation

Burean (AALB) w thoreughly
check the electrical system of
all B-7ET aircralt in the couniry.
“After the Air India -E71
crash, the FIP has been con-
stantly insisting oo thonough
check u.put'lhc electrical systern
ol B-TEY aircraftin the country.
Subsequent to the crash, DRGCA
checked anly the fuel contral
swilches of B-787 in Air India
(fleet)” FIP said in the befter
On June 12, Air India Boe-
iz 787 aircrafl operating llight
ALI71 en route o London Gat-
wick crashed into a medical
hostel complex soon afier tike-
ol oy Advrmsedabad, k.i.l]:'.nl.l;
260 people, inchuding 241 per-
sons wi were onboard the

plane. m
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DGCA keeps ‘rigorous oversight’
on airfares for festive season

NEW DELHI: Aviation watch-
diog DGCA is keeping a “rigor-
IJl.IE aversight” an n:rlg'n:u and
flighs capacities fir the bestive
season o ensure that there
are no steep hikes in air ticket
prices.

During lestive seasons
and increased demand, there
hawve besn instances of su
in domestic airfares, eipecial
in high traffic rouses.

‘While airfares are deregu-
lated, the Directorate Cremeral
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
the mandate o keep a watch on
air ticket praces and also to take
appropriale measunes in case of
a surge in prices.

The civil aviation minis-
try o Sunday said DGCA Jeas
reviewed airtare trends ahead
of the festive season rush and
has proactively asked aidines

o & il |.'|i.;5|:|l capacities o
meet the high demand.
“DGCA will maintain rig
arous oversight of airdine fures
and flight capacities 1o progect
'Fua.sengu:' inlerests d.l.u'i.nﬁlhz

lestive season,” the mingstry said
ina relemse

Au:un.ii:ng 1o e release,
IndiCen, Air India, Air India
Express and Spicejet will be
uperating additional Higlals.

While IndiGo will oper
ale around 730 additional ser
vices across 42 sectars, Air India
and Air India Expriess. will have
about 486 additional ﬂ"l“h“ on
20 secton.

Spicefet will operate around
546 additsonal .Ij'iﬁhls across 38
sectors. However, details about
how kg these additioma] dli
will be operated and from w
they wmummum: were i
disclosed in the rebesse Fli
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¢ DGCA to maintain rigorous aviation oversight during festival rush ® Emergency device activated, probe sought

Airlines told to avoid fare After mid-air scare, Al
hikes, deploy more flights

S LAUTHA & New Deln

THE Directorate General aff
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has di
rected airlines to not effect
any fare surge dus to the mas-
sive festive season travel rush.
The move was in step with a
mandate issued by the Minis-
try of Civil Aviation Lo the
aviation regulator to keep
teack of aifares in light of
the festive rush.

During festive seasons and
increased demand, there have
been instances of surge in do
mestic alirfares, especially in
high traffic routes,

DGCA has also ordered Oight
operators to deploy add itonal
flights to meet the huge de-
mand expected. Four aidines
will deploy an additional 1750
flights across routes to cater to
the rush

An official release from the
ministry said that multiple
alrlines hove assured that they
would augment their fight
capacity following a review

meeting held by the regulator
with them.

“The DGCA will maintain
rigorous oversight of aidine
fares and flight capacities to
protect passengers’ interests

during the festive season,” the
redease added.

Ind igo will operate 730add i-
tional Nipghts across 42 sectors;
Alr India & Alr India Express
will deploy approx imately 486
additional Nights across 20
sectors and SpiceJet will oper-
ate 546 additional flights

acrosy 38 sectors. An Adr India
source shared some of the
routes the airline planned to
operate, which are flights to
Kolkata rom Delhi, amd Mum-
bai Hyderabad, to Patna from
Delhi, Mumbai and Bengalu-
ru, and to Bengaluru from Del-
hi and Kolkata,

“We would be operating
multiple Qlghis per week In
each of these romtes and they
would be in operation till cardy
November,” the Ailr India
soniree sald,

Dreamliner lands in UK

SLALITHA @NewDelti

AN Alr Indin Boeing Dreamlin
er [light from Amritsar to Bir
mingham suffered amajar scare
us its emergency device, Ram
Alr Tribune (RAT), got anto ac-
tivated mid-air minntes before
landing Ajr Indiahas cancelled
the return leg of the flight
which reached Amritsar via
Delhi. Aviation regilator, the
Directorate reneral of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)

is probing the incident.

The Might has now
been cleared for opera-
tions by the DGCA, an
Alr India source said
The Night will depart from
Birmingham soon after
it pets clearance from other
authorities.

The RAT gets auio deployed
whenever there is a electrical
ar hydraulic power failure or if
both the engines of an aircraft
fail. In the deadly Ahmedabad
pane crash on June 12 the RAT
got deployed before the erash

The Boeing TRT-788 aircraft
took off at from Amritsar's

Shree Guru Ram Das jee inter-
national Airport on Saturday
at 12.58 pm, and the RAT
gotactivated at 500 feet, just be
fore landing

In & statement, an Ajr India
spokesperson sabd, “The operat-
ing erew of Hight AI117 [vom
Amritsar to Bir mingham on Oc
tober 4 detected deployment of
the Ram Air Turbine (RAT)of
the ajrerafl diring its final ap

proach, All electrical and

hvdraulic parameters

were found normal, ardd

the alrerall performed

a safe landing at Bir-

mingham. The aiverall

has been grounded for

further checks and conse-

quently, AT114 from Birming

ham to Delhi has been cancelled

and alternative armangements

are being made to accommocdi ke
Lhe guests”.

The Federation of Indian Pi-
lots has urged the Ministry of
Civil Aviation and the DGCA o
conduct a thorough probe of
the elecirical system of all air
conditioning units of all Boe
ing sevies flights
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FESTIVE SEASON:
DGCA REVIEWS
AIRFARE TRENDS

Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) is mandated
by Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MaCA) to keep & watch on
airfares, especially during
the festive season and take
appropriate measures in
case of 8 surge in prices.
Accordingly, the DGCA
proactively took up the issue
with airlines and asked them
to augment flight capacities
for the festive season by
deploying additional flights
to meet high demand. In
response, airlines informed
that they are adding
additional flights to cater o
the capacity and demands.
While IndiGo said they shall
deploy 730 additional flights
across 42 sectors, Ar India
& Air India Express:
announced deployment of
486 additional flights across
20 sectors. Similarly
Spicelet also informed
DGCA 546 additional flights
across 38 seclors fo be
added. The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation will
maintain rigorows oversight
of airline fares and flight
capacities to protect
passengers’ interests during
the festive season, said a
government Press release.
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Mid-air scare:
Al flight to UK
lands safely

PRONEER NEWS SERCE
r Mew Deihi

An Alr India (Al) fliight from
Amiritsar to Birmingham had
a mid-air scare on Saturday
when its emergency turbine
deployed moments before
landing. Tha atrcraft, carmying
hundreds of passengers,
landed safely but was ground-
ed for checks soon after
The incident imalved Might
AT, which was approaching
Birmingham Airport when
the aircraft's Ram &ir Turbine
[RAT). an emergency backup
systermn, deployed automati-
cally. The turbine is designed
to provide power if an aircraft
loses Its main slecirical or
hydraulic supply during Right
Alr India confirmed that
all passengers and crew
members were safe. "On
October 4, Alr India flight
AINT from Amritsar lo
Birmingham experienced
deployment of its Ram Air
Turbine during final approach
The aircraft landed safely,” the
airline said in a staterment. The
statement added that all
systems were laler checked
and found to be in normal
condition. However, as apre-
caution, the aircraft has been
grounded for a detalled
Inspection
CONTINUED DN > P4

Mid air scare: Al flight
to UK lands safely

The retumn flight, AlT14 from Birmingham to Delihi,
was cancelled. Air India said alternative travel
arrangements were being made lor affecied pas-
sengers. Officials described the incident as a
“technical ccowrrence” rather than a major
amergency. but the deployment of the RAT auto-
matically triggers an inspection protocol
Engineers are now examining the cause of tha
deploymeant, which may have been triggered by
a faulty sensor or a temporary loss of power

The Ram Air Turbine, or RAT, i asmall propaller
fitted beneath an aircraft. It spins using the air
Mowing past the aircraft and gensrates power
for vital systems if normal power sources fall The
device acts as a last line of defence in emergen-
cles and ensures pilots can still control the air-
craft safely. Aviation experts said such incidents
are rare bul nol unprecedented. *The RAT isa
safety backup Its deployment means the system
did its job. The landing was sale, which shows
the aircraft’'s emargency protocols worked as
designed,” said a senior aviation engineer

Saturday’s incident comes jusi months afler
a separate Air India accident in June, when a
London-bound flight from Ahmedabad ocashed
shortly afier take-off, killing 260 people. That
crash had raised guestions about maintenance
and safety checks within the airlina

While the Birmingham incident caused no
Injuries, it has once again brought focus to Air
India’s operational safety amid its ongoing
fleet expansion and sysiem upgrades. The
Direclorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is
expected to review the report once Alr India
submits its fechnical findings.

For passengers, it was a tense feww minutes in

the air. But as the plane touched down safely,
reliel guickly replaced fear, a reminder that in
aviation, even backup systems can somelimes
steal the spotlight
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Airlines told to
control fares for
festive travel

New Delhi: To prevent air-
fares from soaring vet again
this festive season, Directo-
rate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has asked airlines to
“augment flight capacities by
deplovingadditional flightsto
meet high demand”.
Following this, the aviation
ministry stated that IndiGo has
informed the regulator that it
will deploy approximately 730
additional flights across 42 sec-
tors; Air India and Al Express
will have an extra 486 flights
across 20 sectors, while Spice-
Jet will have 546 additional
flights across 38 sectors,
“DGCAwillmaintainrigor-
ous oversight of airline fares &
flight capacities to protect pass-
engers’ interestsduring the fes-
tive season. DGCA ismandated
by Union aviation ministry to
keep a watch on airfares, espe-
cially during the festive season
and take appropriate measures
in case of a surge in prices. Ac-
cordingly, the DGCA proactive-
Iy took up the issue with air-
lines,” the ministry stated. Tuy
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Emergency system
gets deployed on
Al flight to UK

y

dtirnissn firdiia. ooen

New Delhi: The Ram Afr Tur.
bine{RAT syulem of an Alrln-
dlia Dreamliner (AT 07T dep-
Vsl mertermmsatdeally on 1t= Ml
approach to Birmingham —
seoonids edfore hinding ot 300
o Satunlay The alieral
tnached dowm safely A was
grourded for checks. Hoeing
recommenitded] | mointennmee
it bt Ttk iisicninitunidisd
BAT deploymend were carrisd
out, il o discrepamey was
abserved, sud s sendor afficial.
Whide the Blossing THT wias
refessed Tor servhos hy Sums-
ay evening (15T, DGCA
stnted the muoster reguired
“detatled fnvestgation™ sl
WaE Asalgned 10 & senlor alr
safoty officinl, Till e Sun-
day; Air Inelin was evahiading
whether to operate the about
[2-vear-olid VT-AMND hack to
India ns a secheduled or forry
flight (withaut pnssengers)
A1 117 hasd faken off frum
Aurariresr af 12 S o Ot d.
“Imiring landing at $00f1. RAT
uninck mpssape came, amd
the system pot degloved. P
it did ol Pepoet an Pelabed
abaormality  The  adreralt
Innided =nfely ot Birminghom
at 7.07pm (all local Himings),”
= denbor allicisl sakl adding,
“Booing has lssged o Teet
inam  digest’ containing o
brief of previous such cnses"
RAT — a last-roanst gy
ey power aysiem — ladbeen
dophoved seconds aftor the L1
fnted Al Boeing THT Dremmlin
e Lfied off from Ahmednbol
on June 12, Henos, the uncem-
manded HAT doploymsent on
ved amather Al B7ET-H Dream
liner crengela Butter Safunksy:
Senior palotsaak] RAT dep
livys whin 1l pircTalt senses
oneof thren issurs —dunleng
i Enilire. bvdramlic Saiflure
af comglels alectrleal Failure
“HAT demlovmesnl, & ram ool

Deployment of RAT & last-resort
BMIEFGENCY Hier TyStem, i & rare
RS, & Seniie plal said

rrenos, in this cass senms tn'he
. system anomaty snd prima
Escie mothhig sevious 11 ey
nof be correct bo-draw' simikarg-
s hrtween the Ot 4 HAT de
ployment on an Al Boeing 7
anil the June 12 Ahmedabord
HAT depdoyisned of e 1HE-
mil ATT7L™ momnioe pilog sadid
*Theoperntingerewal flig
Bt AT detected deployment
of e AT ol the adrersdl dur-
g s finak apgroach. Al elee-
trical and hypdranlbe purameso
ra were finand ool asd the
mircrall performed & sufe Eand
insg At Birmingham, The grer-
uft has haen groundsd for far
fher checks and consegquently,
Al 1N koin Birmlnglaim o
Dllal bas beon canceiled and
aferpative prrangements am
being made o accommodate
1 A=l ina staseinl
According to avintlon wed-
site Skybrary “RAT 150 small
turhine that is instalhsd inan
aireraft and wsed asmn aferns
e oF emnergency liyikralic oe
eirtrion] poanr soamree, (11 go-
nerntes power from the nirstre
i based oo the spessl of theal
rorall ol b connected i an
electrical genersior or 0 &
fydraudic pump” It adds, “In
peneml, mexlern aleeruf only
wrikise FAT n e T O [
theess cases, ho RAT will pow-
er vitnld systoms such as Might
controls sr Qight oritieal inst
rlmentation, novigation and
P st o e pment. ™
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