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SURAT
Surat Airrnrl launches free
‘Flybrary’ for passengers

A new Flybrary, an ini

tiative of the Airports
Authority of India
(AAI), was launched at
Surat International Al

rport on Thursday to
encourage reading
among air travellers.S

urat airport director
Anand Sharma inaugu-
rated the free initiati-
ve in the presence of
Kumar Abhishek, CISF
commandant and chief
airport security offic-
er at the airport. The
Flybrary carries the
message, "Read while
yvou fly and drop the
book at your next dest-
ination airport."The li-
brary aims to promote
reading among passen-
gers by offering them
books to read during
their journey or while
waiting at the airport.
Under the initiative,
travellers can pick up
a book of their choice
and leave it at thelr
next destination alrp-
ort after reading
it.The programme Iis
intended to facilitate
the sharing and ecircul

ation of books across
airports, helping build
awider reading comm

unity among air trave

llers
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AIR TRAVEL

SLUGGISH
GROWTH
FORECAST

Dhairya Gajara

MUNMBAI

India’s civil aviation sector is set
to face a protracted period of
sluggish growth as escalating
geopalitical wolatility in West
Asia, persistent supply chain
bottlenecks, and stubborn fuel
prices continue to weigh on air
travel. According o new pruj:ti
tions from credit rating agency
ICRA, mial air passenger traffic
at Indian airports is likely to
grow by 1% to 3% inthe 2026-27
financial vear, reaching 424-432
million passe ngers.

The conservative guidance
follows a visibly subdued
FY2026, during which total
passenger raffic edged up just
2% to 420 million, compared to
412 million in FY2025. The
sharp dip highlights the impact
of external shocks and do-
mestic constraints that have
clipped the wings of one of the
worlds fastest-growing avi-
ation markets.

CONTINUED ON NATION

MUMBAI

Sluggish growth...

The primary drag on performance stems from the
ongoing West Asian crisis, which severely dis-
rupted long-haul international corridors linking
India to Europe and the Middle East.

According to ICRA. international passenger
volumes and aircraft movements in March 2026
plunged by roughly 20% annually and 17% month-
on-month, directly caused by airspace dosures,
reroutings and reduced passenger demand.
Although international travel managed a steady
month-on-month recovery through the late
spring, international passenger volumes
remained down by 9% vear-on-year over the first
four months of FY2027.

Beyond global conflict, domestic operations
have been hampered by structural supply-side
headaches, such as groundings of Indian aircraft
due to engine maintenance issues and global
supply chain bottlenecks, Industry experts believe
that the strict adherence o updated flight duty
time limitations guidelines constrained pilot
deployment and led to selective schedule rational-
izations across netwarks,

Overall flight movements grew by just 1% in
FY2026 and are projected to linger between 0%
and 2% in FY2027. While domestic movements
may benefit from a low statistical base, interna-
tional movements remain severely constrained by
the West Asian crisis and soft global economic
activity.

Despite muted volume growth, airport oper-
ators present a surprisingly resilient financial pic-
ture, as ICRA forecasted thar airport revenues
across its sample set will expand by 6% o 8% in
FY2027. The top-line growth isdriven by incoming
tariff revisions for the current control period,
alongside strong momentum in non-aeronautical
streams — such as retall, duty-free, dining and real
estate monetisation. Operating margins for air-
port operators are expected to remain robust at
around 50% through both FY2027 and FY2028.

Crucially, ICRA estimated that long-term infra-

structure commitments will remain unaffeeted by
short-term turbulence as ecapital expenditure
across the sector is projected to cross Rs | lakh
crore over the next four to five vears. The buildout
includes several greenfield developments, major
brownfield capacity upgrades at overcrowded
metros and modernisation schemes spearheaded
by the Airports Authority of India (AAI).
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T.N. shortlists 2 sites
to build Chennai’s
second airport

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has shortlisted two
sites to construct the se-
cond airport for Chennai,
and has requested the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAI) to conduct a pre-feas-
ibility study. The move
comes nearly a week after
Chief Minister C. Joseph Vi-
jay announced that the
State government would
drop the airport project
planned in Parandur and
would look for alternative
sites.

The Hindu first reported
that two sites — Cheyyur
and Gummidipoondi — are
the top contenders for the
airport project. It is now
learnt that the State go-
vernment has asked the
AAI to study Cheyyur in
Chengalpattu district and
Manellore in Tiruvallur dis-
trict. Sources said a final
decision would be taken af-
ter the AAI gave its recom-
mendation in the pre-feasi-
bility report.

A team from the Tamil
Nadu Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation has al-
ready completed first
round of inspections for
both the sites.

Sources said the Cheyy-

-k--n-'?'

The government has requested
AAl to conduct a pre-feasibility
study on both sites. THE HINDU

ur site was about 40 km
from the Puducherry air-
port and nearly 35 km
from Kalpakkam, while the
Manellore site, near Gum-
midipoondi, was about 50
km from the city and 35
km from Sriharikota.

Sources said even if AAI
approved one of the two
sites, it could be challeng-
ing to get the rest of the ap-
provals from various regu-
latory bodies considering
the location of both the
sites. “There is some possi-
bility for Cheyyur, provid-
ed the Ministry of Defence
gives clearance since the
airspace in the region is
controlled by the Indian
Air Force, Tambaram. But
Manellore poses quite a lot
of challenges,” a source
said. A team of AAI officials
will visit both sites and car-
ry out an inspection.

6 SEPTEMBER 2026
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Book Fest inaugurated
at Guwahati T 2 airport

s

ANN SERVICE

PALASBARI, Sept 4: A
book fest was inaugurated at
the Terminal 2 of the Loka-
priva Gopinath Bardoloi In-
ternational Airport here on
Friday with the aim of pro-
moting reading and encour-
aging passengers to make
books a part of their every-
day lives.

The initiative was
launched in the presence

of Chief Airport Officer Ra-
hul Bhatkoti. The book fest
seeks to provide passen-
gers with a meaningful
and engaging experience
while travelling through
the airport,

The event brings to-
gether the joy of reading
and the airport experi-
ence, offering passengers
an opportunity to explore
books and spend their
travel time with reading.

5 SEPTEMBER 2026
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Bomb note
sparks
airport panic

A Kolkata-to-Gorakhpur
flight was delayed on
Friday evening after a note
warning of a bomb was
discovered inside an air-
craft washroom, Written
on a tissue paper inside a8
toilet paper roll, the threat
triggered an immediate
evacuation of all passen-
gers. CISF personnel,
sniffer dogs, and the
bomb disposal squad
searched the plane thor-
oughly. Nothing suspi-
cious was found, and the
flight safely took off at
around 8:45 PM

5 SEPTEMBER 2026
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Bomb scare at

Kolkata airport

OUR CORRESPONDENT
Kolkata, September 4

A bomb scare at Netaji Sub-
has Chandra Bose Interna-
tional airport, Kolkata on
Friday evening sent secu-
rity agencies into a tizzy
after a threatening note
was discovered aboard
a Gorakhpur-bound
flight shortly before its
departure.,

It was learnt that a
note, written on a piece
of tissue paper, was found
concealed inside a toilet-
paper roll in the aircraft’s
washroom. The discov-
ery prompted authori-
ties to suspend the flight
and evacuate all passen-
gers as a precautionary
measure. The aircraft was
subsequently subjected
to an extensive security
sweep, with CISF person-
nel, the bomb disposal
squad and sniffer dogs
deployed to check for any
explosive device.

Airport officials said the
threat was being treated
seriously and all pre-
scribed security protocols
were being followed.

At the time this report
was filed, authorities
could not immediately
confirm whether any sus-
picious object had been
recovered or indicate
when the aircraft would
be cleared to resume its
journey to Gorakhpur.

5 SEPTEMBER 2026
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BombscaredelaysIndiGo

flight at Kolkataairport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 4 September

Panic gripped city airport on
Friday evening after a note
claiming that a bomb had
been placed inside an IndiGo
passenger aircraft bound for
Gorakhpur was reportedly
found in the aircraft’s
washroom.

Theincident occurred shortly
before the scheduled departure
of the fight from Kolkata to
Gorakhpur. According toairport
sources, the pilot noticed the
handwritten note while carrying
out a final inspection of the
aircraft before take-off. The
note allegedly warned that a

PERSONNEL OF THE CENTRAL INDUSTRIAL SECURITY FORCE
(CISF), MEMBERS OF THEBOMB DETECTION AND DISPOSAL
SQUAD AND SNIFFER DOGS WERE DEPLOYED TO CONDUCTA
DETAILED SEARCH OF THE AIRCRAFT. THE OPERATION CONTINUED
FORA CONSIDERABLE PERIOD AS SECURITY AGENCIES
EXAMINED THE AIRCRAFT AND ITS VARIOUS COMPARTMENTS.

bomb was present on board.

The pilot immediately alerted
the airportauthorities, following
which all passengers were
asked to disembark. A
comprehensive security check
of the aircrafi was subsequently
launched.

Personnel of the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISE),
membersofthe bomb detection
and disposal squad and sniffer

dogs were deployed toconduct
adetailed search of the aircraft.
The operation continued for
a considerable period as
security agencies examined
the aircraft and its various
compartments.

Sources said that a passenger
was detained on suspicion in
connection with the incident.
However, it was notimmediately
clear whether the individual

had any role in placing the
note or issuing the bomb
threat.

The bomb scare resulted
in the scheduled flight being
delayved, with no immediate
confirmation on when the
aircraft would be cleared for
departure to Gorakhpur.

Theincident triggered concem
among passengersand airport
personnel and once again
brought aviation security into
focus. Authorities are expected
toexamine how the note was
placed inside the aircraft and
whether standard security
procedures were followed
before the aircraft was cleared
for boarding.



g faa=ga uifSssom

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

TELEGRAPH

Dum Dum: The Calentta air-
port plans to open an unused
basement pathway and con-
nect it to the arrival level with
glant 1fts to ease congestion in
the terminal's currently cha-
otic arrival avea.

Passengers arriving at the
alrport who book app cabs will
be directed to the basement
to Board thelr vehleles, The
maove will also help alrport au-
ihorities curb touting and un-
authorised parking of yellow
taxls In front of the terminal,
officlals sald

“We plan to Install three
large 1ifts linking the arrival
level to the basement. A path-
way In front of the terminal at
the basammeant level, similar to
the one at the arrival level, 15
currently unisel. We can use
1t to allow app cabs o plck up
passengers,” Calonttn AlFpart
iractor Vikram Singh told
Metra,

“This Wil decongest the
lanes 1n front of the arrival
areq. We are planning to allow
only private cars to access
thoss lanes, ™ Singh sald.

Alrport sources sald the
proposal had bean sent to the
Afrports Authority of India
(AAl) headquarters in Dali.

=All app cabs, including
those operating through the
YairiSathi app, will be shifted
to the underground pathway.
Parking for the app cabs will
be arranged in the basement
section of the parking lot.
From there, they can pick up

KOLKATA

5 SEPTEMBER 2026

The underground pathway in front of the basement level of the terminal building al the Caleatta airport, corrently unused:
{nght) the gate through which passengers can exit the terminal at the basement level {o board app cabs

passengers and leave through
the exlt gate of the under-
ground pathway,” an alrport
official sald.

The plan could also curb
unanthorisad parking by vel-
10W tAx18 and vehicles oper-
atad by touts. These vehicles
arecurrently parked along the
oliter lanes in front of the ter-
minal’s arrival area, cansing
severs congestion.

Although designated lanes
oxist for app cabs and commear-
clal vehicles, many of them
use the lanes meant o private
cars. This creates heavy con-
westion, particularly during
the morning and svening peak
hours.

“Once the app cabs are
shifted to the underground
pathway, access control

should improve significantly.
These vehicles will have to
enter the pathway through the
parking 1ot's entry polnts,” an
official Sail

Several fts are already
operational In the terminal,
some of which conneact i the
basement. However, the lifts
installed when the terminal
was constructed are small and
can accommaodate only a few
pecple at a time.

“The new lits will be mod-
elled on those at Delhl alr-
port. They will accommodais
around X people, along with
trolleys and loggage,” an air-
port official said.

One Lift 15 planned near
gates 1A and 1B, and another
in the middle section of the
terminal, both serving domes-

tlc passengers. The third 1s
plannad In the international
SECTHON, SOUNCes sald.
Accorlig to an alrport of-
flelal, the basement pathway
is currently used only by a faw
sarvice vehicles. ACcess to the
ety and 83t gates conmactng
1t to the pronmd leved 18 blocked
Ty barricades, which will be re-
‘maoved, the offictal sald.
Congestion in front of the
ATUIVAL ATes, WheTe [aSSengers
board app cabs, taxis and pri-
vate cars, has been a problem
since the exising terminal be-
came operational in 2013. Pas-
sangers often complain of long
walts to gt into thetr vehicles
after arriving from other cities.
A company COO and fre-
quent flier said he sometimes
had to walt more than 30 min-

App cabs and vellow taxis parked, blocking Tanes
in front of the terminal building's arrival level

uies to ged into his car after ar-

riving at the Calcutta airpart.
“Now, [ call the driver as

soon as the Mght lands. But

even then, [ have to walt five
0 10 minutes for the car to ar-
rive in front of the terminal ”
he said.
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Will not interfere in SIA’s decision on
investing in Air India: Singapore Minister

Bln-nﬂlberg

The Singapore government said it will
not interfere inany decision that Sir
pore Airlines Led. makes in Air Indi
Ltd., which is zaid to be seeking finan-
cialaid from its shareholders.
Singapore Air has the responsibility
0 “assess its investments in Air India in
relation to the resources it has for the
long-term growth and profitabilicy of
the company,” Senior Minister K Shan-
mugam told reporters on Saturday. It's
the Singapore government’s principle
to not intervene in individual invest-

ment decisions, or put political pres-
sure, he said.

“Once governments or politicians
start directing individual investment
decisions, commercial discipline will be
compromised,” according to a tran-
script of his comments. “Decisions will
become politcised — shaped by polit-
ical considerations, rather than com-
mercial judgment. Inthe end, Singapor-
eanswill bear the cost.”

Air India is close to securing $1.1 bil-
lion in aid from its owners Tata Sons
Pvt. and Singapore Air, as the carrier
grapples with the fallout from a turbu-
lent year, people familiar with the mat-

ter told Bloomberg thisweek.

The support would be proportional
to shareholding, the people said, with
Tata Sons owning 749 per cent of Air
India amihill:l]ga Airthe remainder.

“Wes ave it to SIA to decide
what it does with its investments,”
Shanmugam said. “Of course, SIA
shareholders, as well as the broader
public, have a right to expect that SLA
willbe accountableand rransparent..™

He said that Temasek Holdings Pre,
which is the majority owner of Singa-
pare Air,— does not account to the gov-
ernment for its or its poartfolio compan-
ies investment decision.
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IndiGo to launch daily flights from
Mumbuai to Dar es Salaam in Nov

—
Our Bureau
Kumbai

IndiGo will launch flights to
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, in
November, expanding its
presence in the African
market. Dar es Salaam will
be its second destination in
continental Africa and
fourth owverall, including
Mauritius and Seychelles.

The Indian High Com-
mission in Tanzania, in a re-
cent post, said that IndiGo
will starr daily flights from
Mumbai in November. This
followed a  meeting
between airline executives
and High Commissioner
Bishwadip Dey.

IndiGo has not made a
formal announcement
about the launch. Cur-
rently, Air Tanzania oper-
ates flights between Dar es
Salaam and Mumbai using a
Boeing 787

EAST AFRICA PUSH

IndiGo"s push in East Africa
is part of its move to launch
new routes and grow its
presence in existing mar-
kets with high growth. It is
also adding flights berween

Kaizad Pesi Postwalla, Head of Sales - International Markets,
IndiGao Airlines, and airline's representatives in Tanzania meet
India's High Commissioner Bishwadip Dey crownmassis

Mumbai and Hanoi, Viet-
nam, from October 25 to
tap into leisure travel
demand.

NETWORK TWEAKS

There have been other net-
work tweaks wo. It is
pulling out of the Chennai-
Reunion route from Octo-
ber. It is also returning its
six damp-leased Boeing 787

planes and suspending
flights o London
Heathrow.

Abhijt DasGupta, Senior
Vice-President  (nerwork
planning and revenue marn-
agement), had told busi-
nessline earlier that IndiGo
will pursue both new routes
and higher frequencies de-

pending upon where cus-
tomer demand and net
work opportunities are the
strongest.

DasGupta also said In-
diGo sees opportunities to
strengthen links between
emerging commercial
centres, tourism hubs and
underserved markets.

businessline.
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Mid-airscare: Probe - Phuket ﬂlght scare:
Probe flags system
failure; Al fires pilot

flags system failure; Al
pilot fired for drug use

NEW DELHI, DHNS: An Air India Air-
bus A320 MNying from Phuket to New
Delhi with 145 people on board last

month suddenly lost its altitude after

all three hydraulic systems of the air-
craft collapsed within seconds before
recovering, leading to injuries to two
dozen fliers, the Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau said on Friday inits
preliminary report.

The reportalso sought action against
the pilot-in-command for testing posi-
tive for drugs. The 10-page report said
detailed investigatons regarding “tech-
nical and other aspects are underway”™
and the use of a “psychoactive” sub-
stance by the 34-year-old pilot-in-com-
mand is a “serious concern™.

Soon after the report came out, Adr
India terminated the services of the pi-
lot-im-commancd.

The report, however, did not say the
pilot-in-command's dirug abuse led
the incident.

The report also did not say why the
hydraulic system liled, which will re-
quire further investigation.

* Air India, Page 4

Air India, From Page 1

The hydraulic systems use
pressurised fMuid o power
the Might controls and other
equipment,

The event has been updat-
edtoan “accident™ from “seri-
ousincident by investgators,

According to the report,
the collapse of the hydraulic
systems led to an auropilot
disconnect, a brief stall warn-
ing and an altitude upset,
causing damage inside the
cabin, leaving cracked ceiling
panels, dislodged overhead
hins, hroken handrails and a
damaged crew seatand emer-
gency-exit handle,

The hydraulic systems re-
covered within seconds and
the plane landed in Delhisalely
though the aircraft suffered se-
riousdamages, the report said.

The aircraft had departed
Phuket International Airport
at 711 am (I5T) on August 4
and as it entered the Kolkata
Flight Information Region, it
was instructed by Air Traific
Control {ATC) to climb from
34,000 feet to 36,000 feet.

At %32:43 am while cruis-
ing at 36,000 feet, the air-
craft's flight control system
detected loss of pressure in
its green hydraulic system
and four second later, it de-
tected the loss of the blue and
vellow systems as well and a
second later, the autopilot
disconnected and a continu-
ous repetitive chime came. At

9:32-51 am, the stall warning
triggered for two seconds,

The co-pilot, who was fly-
ing the aireralt, tried (o con-
trol the situation and then the
pilot-in-command wok aver
the controls, During this pe-
riod, the aircraft gained first
371 Teet and subsequently
lost about 292 feet from its
assigned altitude.

Following this, the blue
hydraulic system was recov-
ered and the other two were
stabilised afew seconds later,

The seat-belt signs were in
aswitched offeondition when
the event occurred, leaving
passengers and cabin crew
o suffer injuries due to the
sudden lossin alticude.

The pilots assessed the sin-
ation and decided 1o continue
to Delhi rather than divert to
the nearestairport,

Thereport highlighted the
post-Mlight medical testing
and said both pilots under-
went breath-analyser ex-
aminations after arriving in
Delhi, which was found sat-
isfactory. Subsequent tests
for psychoactive substanc-
es cleared the co-pilot but
pilot-in-command’s initial
sample was non-negative, fol
lowing which his blood sam-
ple was sent to a pathological
laboratory for confirmation,

That confirmatory result
wasalsoreporiedas non-neg-
arive, it said but did not spec-
ify which drug was detected

during the tests,
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Singapore govt
won’t interfere
in Air India issue

BLOOMBERG
September 5

THE SINGAPORE GOYERMN-
MEMNT sald on Saturday It
will nak imterfere in
any declsion that Singapare
Airlines makes in Air
India. which iz said to be

seeking financaal ald fom
its sharehold ers
Singapore Adr has the

rrsp‘hnﬁihlln}' fo “asscss its
investments i Alr Indla in
relation to the resoures i
has for the long-term
gr:wlil. and Flmﬁ'rnhilir:.r of
the company,” Senlor
Minister K Shanmugam told
reporters. It's the Singapore
government's principle to
not intervene in indvidal

ke Nm};._uiﬂ :
et 'H,. - - . -

Investiment I.‘II."(I.‘:II:IEI..'\-. or ||I.I|.
pnlmr:ll pressure, he said

‘Once governments or
politicians start directing
individual Investment deck
s s commercial di:riph:m
will be compromised”
according to a transerhpt of
his comments.

Continued onPage 2

Singapore
govtwon't
interfere on
Air India

"DECISIONS WILL BECOME
politicised — shaped by polit-
ical considerations, rather
than commercial judgment.
In the end, Singaporeans will
bearthe cost.”

Air India is close to secur-
ing 51.1 billion in aid from its
owners Tata Sons and
Singapore Air, as the carmrier
grapples with the fallout
from a turbulent year. The
money is conditional on
reaching certain performance
milestones and will be paid
out in installments, sources
told Bloomberg.

The support would be pro-
portional to shareholding,
the people said, with Tata
Sons owning 74.9% of Air
India and Singapore Air
the remainder.

"We should leave it to SIA
to decide what it does with
its investments,”
Shanmugam said.

“Of course, SIA share-
holders, as well as the broad-
er public, have a right to
expect that S5IA will be
accountable and transpar-
ent. People have a right to
expect that there will be a
rigorous assessment before
money is committed.” The

minister also said that
Temasek Holdings, which is
the majority owner of

Singapore Air, does not
account to the government
for its individual invest-
ments or the investment
decisions of its portfolio
companies. Last month,
Temasek said it takes a long-
term perspective and is sup-
portive of Singapore Air’s
business strategy on India.
“Temasek and its sub-
sidiaries decide how to
invest across a wide portfo-
lio with investments of var-
ied risks and wvaried time
horizons,” Shanmugam said.
"Temasek is accountable to
the government for its over-
all portfolio and its overall
long-term performance.”
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AAIB report shows total
hydraulic loss in Al flight

Dhairya Gajara

MU MBAI

The Air India flight Al-2379,
which left over 24 people in-
jured due to asudden loss of al-
titude, lost hydraulic power for
about nine seconds and gener-
aed five different warnings, ac-
cording tothe Aireraft Accident
Information Bureau (AAIB)ina
preliminary investigation re-
port of the incident. The inves-
tigating agency also confirmed
that the pilot-in~command (PIC)
wasunder the influence of psy-
choactive substances and has
recommended that DGCA pre-
vent the abuse of such sub-
stances among pilots.

The incident occurred on-
board Al-2370 on August 4 while
the aircraft, leased from Alafco
Irish Aircraft Leasing Eight Lud
and registered as VT-EXO in
India, lost altitude while enroute
from Phuket to Delhi, It was

As the flight from Navi
Mumbai landed, an IndiGo
aircraft hit a pole while
being parked at Srinagar
airport on Friday.

carrying 137 passengers (includ
ing threeinfants), six cabin crew
and two pilots. Around 20 pas
sengers and four crew memben
were hospitalised with injurie:
due to the turbulence.
According to AAIB, the fligh
was in its cruising phase in the
Kolkata flight informaton re
gionwhen the flight control sys
tem detected the loss of one o
the three independent hy
draulic systems and, four sec
onds later, the loss of the
remaining two as well
CONTINUED ON NATION

Air India sacks Captain

Following the preliminary report, the airline announced
on Friday that it terminated the PIC's employment with
immediate effect. In an official statement, the carrier's
spokesperson said that the action is in line with its
“zero-tolerance approach to violation of safety, fitness

or regulatory requirements.”

AAIB report shows...

This was followed by the unprompted disen-
gagement of the autopilot. triggering a continu-
ousrepetitive chime - signalling a critical system
failure. During this series of events, the pilots did
not have any hydraulic system control for four

 seconds until they gradually recovered on their
oWt

According to the report, the technical issues
caused the flight to gain 372ft in altitude and then
drop to 202t below the 36 0001t flight level.

The total drop in alttude, according to the
report, was around 664t

Thisresulted in multiple damages to the aircraft
cabin, including cracks and deformation in over-
head ceiling panels, dislocation of passenger ser-
vice units, multiple overhead bin storage doors
dislodged, a lavatory commode uprooted, a crew
seat being bent and door ceiling panels severely
broken.

The post-flight report reflected muliiple in-
flight warning and failure messages, including loss
of pressure in all three hydraulic systems, autopi-
lot disengagement, loss of both clevators, fluid
levels dropping below the predetermined thresh-
old, and emergency door warnings, The AAIB has
secured both the flight data recorder and the
cockpit voice recorder, which are under analysis at
the agency’s headquarters. It has also removed rel-
evant hydraulic components from the aireraft for
analysis.

The AAIB confirmed that the pilot-in-com-
mand (34), with a flying experience of about 5,055
hours, failed the post-flight psychoactive sub-
stance test. The AAIR has subsequently suggested
that the DGCA take action to prevent abuse of psy-
choactive substances. “The confirmation of use of
psychoactive substances is a serious concern and
AAIB recommends appropriate actions by DGCA
on priority” the agency said in the report.
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IndiGo flight from Purnea diverted
to Jaipur due to poor Delhi weather

Aditya Nath Jha

hipatna@hindustantimes. com

PURNEA: An IndiGo flight from
Purnea to Delhi (Flight GEG560)
was diverted to Jaipur due to
Inclement weather in the
national capital, officials said
on Thursday. The passengers
on board waited at Jaipur
International Airport (JAI) for
the weather to become condu-
clve for flight operations.

The IndiGo flight, which
departed Purnea Alrportat 158
pm on Friday, could not land in
Delhi and was diverted to Jal-
pur Airport.

One passenger on board told

AT LEAST NINE
FLIGHTS WERE
DIVERTED AT THE
DELHI AIRPORT ON
FRIDAY DUE TO BAD
WEATHER
CONDITIONS.

HT that the plane landed at JA]
around 4:30 pm. "We are wait-
ing for the weather to turn
favourable for the flight.” the
passenger said.

Purnea Alrport director D P
Gupta told media persons that
the Delhi-bound IndiGo flight

was diverted to JAIL prioritzing
passenger security.

“It will leave JAI only after
the weather Is favourable at the
Delhi airport.”

At least nine flights were
diverted at the Delhi airport on
Friday due to bad weather con-
ditions.

An official said four flights
each were diverted to Jaipur
and Lucknow, and one flight
was diverted to Ahmedabad.
The diversions happened
between 3.30 pm and 4.30 pm,
the official added.

Heavy rains lashed various
paris of the national capital on
Friday.
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AirIndiaterminates Phuket-Delhi
flight pilot after positivedrugtest

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 4 Seprember

Air India has terminated the
pilot-in-command of its
Phuket-Delhi flight that
encounter severe turbulence
last month, with immediate
effect after a confirmatory
drug test found him positive
for a psychoactive substance,
the airline said on Friday.

The action came weeks afier
the Airbus A320 operating
Right A12379 experienced an
altitude upset over Odishaon
4 August, during which several
passengers were injured. The
Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB), which is probing
theincident. had recommended
that regulatory authorities
take appropriate action against
the pilot after the test result.

“Safety remains Air India's
highest priority,” an Air India
spokesperson said. The airline
has a zero-tolerance approach
towards violations involving
safety, fitness and regulatory
requirements, the spokesperson
said.

The AAIB's preliminary

An inside view of the Air Iindia

flight from Phuket to Delhi
after it hit turbulence,
injuring a number of
passengers, in New Delhion 4
August 2026.

report, alsoreleased on Friday,
said the aircraft, carrying 145
people, was cruising at 36,000
feet when it experienced a
near-simultaneous loss of all
three hydraulic systems. The
incident resulted inan altitude
deviation before the flight
controls recovered and the
aircrafi retumed to normal
operation.

Aecording tothe preliminary
findings, the co-pilot was flyving
the aircraft when the abnormal

situation developed and initially
attempted to stabilise it. The
pilot-in-command subsequently
took over the controls.

During the event, the aircrafi
climbed about 372 feet before
descending approximately
292 feet from its assigned
flight level of FL360, the report
said.

The aircraft later landed
safely in Delhi.

As partof the post-incident
procedures, both pilots
underwent testing for
psychoactive substances. The
co-pilot's test was negative,
while the pilot-in-command
was found non-negative in
the initial screening and
subsequently returmed a positive
result in the confirmatory test.

The AAIB, while noting that
its investigation into the
technical and other aspects
of the incident was continuing,
described confirmation of
psychoactive substance use
by the pilot as aserious concern.
It recommended that the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) take
appropriate action on priority.



Corporate Communications Directorate

TELEGRAPH KOLKATA 5 SEPTEMBER 2026

Al sacks pilot who tested drug-positive

Jet plunge linked
to hydraulic glitch

AMIYA KUMAR
KUSHWAHA

New Delhi: The sudden ali-
tude drop suffered by an Atr
India Phuket-Delhd Might last
month resulted from a near-si-
mmltaneous loss of 1ts thres
hydraulic systems, a prelim-
Inary probe has said without
necassarily linking the mis-
hap to the pllot-in-command's
positive drug test.

Alr India. however, sald i
has terminated the services of
the Might’s pllot-in-command
whi tested positive for drug use.

The Interim report by the
Alrcraft Aceldent Investlga-
tion Bureau does not specify
the caunse of the hydraulic
system fallure, stating: “De-
tafled investigation regarding
technleal and other aspects 18
under way.™

The report does recom-
mend that aviatlon regulator
DGCA take steps to prevent
the abuse of psychoact!ve sulb-
stances, given the positive test
resuli for one of this two pilots.

Baoth pllots underwent drig
tests, with the pilot-in-com-
mand’s sample testing positive
In both the Initial and con-
Armatory tests. The co-pilot's
sample tested negative In both
tests. The breath-analyser ex-
amination report was satisfac-
tory for both pilots.

The Deihi-bound Alrbus
AJ20 flight, A12379, had taken
off from Phuket with 145 peo-
ple om board at 7.11am (Indian
time) on Angust 4.

While cruising at 36,000
feat over eastern India, it sud-

3

- "
The Alr India Phuket-Delhi
Might during the turbulence

denly suffored an altitnde loss
of 202 foet. With the seat belt
slens off, 24 people — passen-
gers and cabln crew — suf-
fored infuries. With matters
normalising afterabout 10 see-
onds, the fllght crew assessed
the cabin shtuation and de-
clhded to continue the flight to
Dielhl rather than divert to the
nearest alrport, The alreraft
landed safely In Delhi after
abonit an hour and a half,

What went wrong
Around 0.10am, the flight en-
tered the Calcurta Mght Infor-
mation region and, following
alrtraffic conmtrol nstructions,
cltfmbed fromm 94,000 feet to the
assigned 56,000 foat,

During the algitude npset,
the alrcraft was in contact
with alr traffic control, Upper
Bhubaneshwar sector,

This 15 how the sequence
unfolded. according to the
AAIRTeport:

W At 9:32:43, the alrcraft
datected aloss of the green hy-
drauhic system while cruising
at 36,000 foet,

W Four seconds later, the
control system detected the
loss of the other two hydraulic
systems — hiue and yellow,

W Ome second later, the au-
topilot disengaged. An urgent
emergency alert — a contin-
nons repetiive chime — was
activated

W Three seconds later, the
stall warning tiggerad for two
spoonds, (A stall warning indl-
cales the alrcraflt is approach-
ing a stall, meaning the wings
may no longer be producing
enough 1it to Keep the fight
flying normally.)

“The co-pllot, who was the
pilot Ni¥ing, responded and
tried o control the provailing
situatlon. Subsequently, the
pilot-In-command took over
the controls, Meanwhile, the
alreraft encounterad altitude
upsat,” the AATE report says,

“Imitlally, It galned 372ft
and fall by 203ft from 1ts as-
glzned FLAB0 (56,000 fieat) dirr-
ing the event.”

W At 3251 the blue hy-
drawlle systerm recovered, and
a few seconds later, the yel-
low and green hydraulic sys-
tems too recoversd. The Mght
eantrol surfaces returned
to normal, and the atreraft
resumed s normal operating
condition.

The report does not say
whether the hydraulic sys-
tems recovered automatically
or because of pllot action. The
atrcraft suffersd damage
at saveral places inside
the cabin, mainly to the hat
racks (overhead stowage bins)
and celling panels.
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Flight hits pole

W SRINAGAR: An IndiGo
Might from Navi Mumbal
hit a Visual Docklng
Guldance System pole
while belng posttioned
at Its parking stand at
Srinagar alrport on
Friday, damaging the
alrcraft. All issengers
and crew were safely
deboarded, Alrport oper-
athons remalned normal,
the Alrports Authority of
Tnila sald
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Bomb
scare stalls
flight

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Caleutta: An IndiGo flight
from Caleutta to Gorakhpur
was delayad by four hours on
Friday after a bomb threat
was found written on a tollet
paper inside a lavatory of the
aircraft, officlals sald.

A cabin crew member
found the note, which read
“bomb Inside flight”, minutes
before the aircraft was to take
off. Flight 6E 62308, carrying
185 passengers, was scheduled
to depart the Calcutta atrport
at 4.30pm but finally took off at
8.30pm, an IndiGo spokesper-
som sald.

“The flight was ready for
take-off and was about o start
pushback when a cabin crew
meniber found the tolles paper
with "bomb Inslde flight” writ-
ten on 1t," an alrport official
sl

Pushback Is the procedurs
in which & speciallsed vehicle
moves an alreraft backwards
from 1ts parking position to
the taxiway before [t begins
moving under 1ts oWn power, &
pillor explalned.

The alrcraft was parked at
ey S5R when the note was dis-
eoverel.

“Tt was Immediately
moved to the 1solation bay. AL
passengars were deboarded
and thelr luggage was taKen
off for & thorough security
check,” an alrport official
satd.

The alrcraft eventually
departed for Gorakhpur at
B.30pm, the official said.

Aninvestigation 1= om.
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‘Exceptionally rare’
All 3 hydraulic systems
of plane failed together

Mumbai: AAIR's preliminary report has
confirmed what pilots and engineers callan
exceptionally rare event, the near-simulta-
neous loss of all three hydraulic systems on
the Af2meo aircraft at 36,000 feet. Hydranlic
systems are the fluid-pressure circuits that
physically move an aircraft’s wing and tail
surfaces. The green, blue and yellow systems
dropped out within seconds of each other,
triggering an antopilot disengagement, a
stall warning and a brief altitude upset that
injured 24 flyers.

The accident ocomrred when the eight-ye-
ar-old Ad2imeo (VT-EXO) carrying 145 people
had justbeen cleared toclimb from 34,000 feet
1o 36,000 feet after entering the airspace cont-
rolled by Kolkata ATC. At 9:52:43am IST, wit-
hin four seconds the flight control system de-
tected lossof all the three hydraulicsystems.

»Report mum on cause of failure, P 10

<Software malfunction or manual
intervention? Final repo

pFromP1

Then the badly rattled
\\ Airbus Al20 had land-
ad in Delhi with 24 in-
jured people and a damaged
aircraft cabin, both the pilots
were subjected to post-flight
breath-analyser examination
as per standard protocol. They
cleared that test.

But for some reason which
miay be disclosed in the final re-
port, the wsual step of con-
ducting dope tosts was taken in
this case. “The sample of PIC
was found non-negative. Subse-
quemtly, blood samples of both
the flight crew were sent to path
labfor confirmatory (dope) test.
The confirmatory test roport of
PIC was found non-negative
whereas the sample of the co-pi-
lot was found negative in both
tests, ™ says the interim report.

An AATB probe is on to find
what cansed the Airbus AT to
suffor an extremely rare failore
of all three hydranlic systems
within seconds. The final report
is expected to reveal whether it
happened due to something go-
ing wrong with the aircraft's
hardware or software or wheth-
er due tosome manual interven-
tion with the PIC having some
robe in that, if any Hydraulics
on an Airbus A tse pressur-
ised liquid to move heavy flight
controls, lower the landing gear,
and stop the wheels.

Such was the impact of this
“event” which happened that 24
people got injured and the air-
craft cabin saw significant dam-

may reveal
[ P

=

A passenger being wheeled out after the Phuket-Delhi fiight landed in Delhi

age, inchuding a lavatory com-
mode getting uprooted from its
location. The overhead ceiling
pancl was found cracked or de-
formed at various places. Most
of the passenger service mnit
pancls were found dislocated or
bentat varions places. The over-
head handrail was found bro-
ken and sealing panel found dis-
Tocated near the tenth row. The
forward right side emergency
exithandle was found broken.

The cabin supervisor (head
cabin crew) apprised the cock-
pit about the injuries suffered
by the passengers and cabin
crow. The flight crow assessed
the cabin situation and took
the decision of continuing the
flight to its destination Delhi
and not diverting to the near-
esten ronte airport.

Following the report, Al
said: “We acknowledge the re-
leaseof the preliminary report
by the Aircraft Accident Inves-
tigation Burean and continme

to extend our full cooperation
to the investigation, including
providing access toall relevant
operational, maintenance and
technical records. Safety re-
mains Air India's highest pri-
ority Our pilots undergo rigor-
ous training, reguolar profi-
ciency checks, medical exam-
inations and other regulatory
assessments  in accordance
with applicable national and
international requirements.
Following the incident, Air In-
dia has started voluntary test-
ingof 100% of its pilotsasa fur-
ther step toreinforce its safoty-
first approach.™

“The aidine maintains ze-
ro tolerance for any breach of
safety, fitness or regulatory re-
quirements and will take ap-
propriate  action wherever
warranted. Air India remains
commitied to implementing
any recommendations arising
from the investigation,” Al's
statement added.
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