mﬁruﬁrqumam&m

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDILA
Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ASSAM TRIBUNE

GUWAHAT T 5 BSEPTEMBER. 2025

New terminal opened at Donyi Polo Airport

CORRESPONDENT

ITANAGAR, Sept 4: Un-
ion Minister of Civil Aviation
Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu
today inaugurated the new
terminal of the Donyi Polo
Airport at Hollongi near here.

Chief Minister Pema
Khandu, State Civil Aviation
Minister Balo Raja, Chief
Secretary Manish Kumar
Gupta, AAI Chairman Vipin
Kumar, DGCA Director-
(General Faiz Ahmed Kidwai,
and other dignitaries were
present at the event.

*With this new terminal,
we are not just improving
infrastructure, we are im-
proving lives,” Chief Min-
ister Khandu said. “Stu-
dents travelling for educa-
tion, entrepreneurs pursi-
ing business, and families
secking health care in ma-
jor cities can all do so with
greater convenience. This
terminal makes that prom-
ise real,” he added,
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Talking to media persons,
Union minister Naidu said
that the project was complet-
ed with the combined efforts
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The new terminal at the
Donyi Polo Airport, which
started operations in 2022,
will enhance passenger han-

of the Centre and the State
Government, He highlight-
ed that India's civil aviation
sector has doubled in terms

of airports, aircraft, and pas-
senger traffic over the past
11 years, with a special focus
on the North East.

dling capacity from 150 to
800 at a time, enabling the
airport to serve up to 15 Iakh
passengers annually.

The facility also introduc-
es several passenger-friend-
ly initiatives, including the
UDAN Yatri Cafe, a library
exchange corner, the
AVASAR platform for self-
help and women's groups,
and a kids' store.

Connectivity is set to im-
prove further, with Indigo
mcreasing direct Delhi flights
from four days a week to dai-
ly service from September
17. The airport currently
connects Itanagar to Guwa-
hati, Kolkata, and Tezu. Plans
are under way to develop
heliports within the State
under the extended UDAN
scheme.

The minister said that
these efforts would not
only strengthen regional
connectivity but also en-
hance the overall passen-
ger experience.
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Prem Prasad N. takes charge as
Regional Executive Director,
Western Region, AAI

irports Authority of -
Alnr_lia (AAI) on @ 'f

Thursday = -
announced that Prem 1 ol
Prasad M. has taken
charge as Regional
Executive Director (RED),
Western Region, at
Mumbai from September
3,2025. Prem Prasad M., a
seasoned professional in
the awiation sector, began  General Manager
his career with AAlin 1984 (Engineering-Planning),
at Delhi Airport, He holds ~ Southern Region. In these

a BTech. in Electrical roles, he successfully led
Engineering and an MBA  and executed a number of
in Operations, Over the large-scale infrastructure

past three decades, he projects at Chennai,
has held several key posi-  Trichy, Tuticorin, Leh,
tions, including General Kannur and Mangalore
Manager (Projects) and Airports.



AIRPUH ISAUT HOR!T‘!’ OF INUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF IHDIA MUMBA L 5 SEPTEMBER 2025

Opening of new
airport this mth
seems certain

"he inauguration of the
Navi Mumbai airport on
Sept 30— the latest deadline
announced by the state govt
two months ago—appears to
be certain as the Airports
Authority of India (AAT) has
extended its notice on the Na-
vi Mumbail runway closure
to only Sept 20 (Since May,
AAT has been extending the
closure period). Domestic
flights, a few to begin with,
are expected to start a month
later, said sources.P2
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Sept 30 unveiling of Navi
Mum airport looks certain

ManjuV@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Two months ago
when the state govt an-
nounced Sept 30 as the latest
deadline for the Navi Mum-
bai airport’s inauguration, it
was assumed to be another
tentative date as in the past
decade the airport had mis-
sed many deadlines, includ-
ing three in the last twelve
months. On  Thursday
though, when the Airports
Authority of India (AAL ex-
tended its notice on the Navi
Mumbai runway closure to
only Sept 20, the month-end
inauguration now appears to
be certain. Domestic flights,
a few to begin with, are ex-
pected to begin a month later
around Oct-end or early Nov,
said sources.

Since May, AAI has been
extending the closure period
of Navi Mumbai runway by
issning NOTAM (notice to
airmen). The latest NOTAM
states the Navi Mumbai run-
way will not be available for
flight operations till 11.59 pm
on Sept 20. In March when
AAl published Navi Mumbai
airport’s Aeronautical Infor-
mation Publication (AIP) it
said the runway will be avail-
able for flight operations
from mid-May But in mid-
May, AAI issued a NOTAM
stating thatthe NaviMumbal
runway will not be available
till Aug 7. Then in Aug, it ex-
tended the runway closure to
Sept 3. “Had the Sept 30 inau-
guration been postponed, the
NOTAM issued on Thursday
would have announced that
the runway is not available

ALMOST THREE DECADES LATER...

Mov 1997 | Civil aviation ministry
constitutes a committee to

examine potential sites for a second

international airport in Mumbai
July 2007 | Union cabinet gives

in-principle approval for the Navi

Mumbai airport

Aug | Cidco board approves NMIA

development on public-private
partnership (PPP) basis

Dec 2010 | Defence ministry grants

clearance

Feb 2017 | GVK-led Mumbai
International Airport Ltd (MIAL)
wins bid to develop NMIA

| Feb 2018 | Prime Minister Narendra

Modi unveils plague at
groundbreaking ceremony

2021 | Adani Group takes
over MIAL, thereby
assuming responsibility for
NMIA

July 2022 | Cidco hands over
the full 2,866 acres of land
to Adani Group after
resolving land acquisition
and resettlement issues
Dec 29, 2024 | First
validation flight test carried
out by IndiGo; an A320 lands
using ground-based
navigation systems

Sept 30, 2025 | Latest
announced date for NMIA
inauguration, after several
deadlines are missed

till say, Oct 3,” said an avia-
tion source. NOTAM keeps
pilots updated about the non-
functional status of airport
and its runway. In case of a
forced landing or an emer-
gency then, the pilots con-
cerned would know that the
runway strip at Navi Mum-
bai hasn't been commis-
sioned and so it doesn't have

the facilities available at oth-
eroperational airports,

Another source said that
preparations are underway
toreceive the prime minister
at the Navi Mumbai airport
site on Sept 30. On Dec 29 last
yvear, Adani Airport Holdings
Ltd (AAHL) had announced
April 17 asthe date of inaugu-
ration.
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Pune: Laser beams
distracting pilots

e Pune
City Police
have issued

prohibitory
orders, restrict-
ing the use of
powerful beam
lights and laser
4 lights in the area
of Lohegaon
Technical and
Civil Airport under Section 163 of the
BNSS 2023. At night, pilots depend upon
the signals of runway and ATC tower lights
for safe navigation. However, in recent days
it has come to light that, strong beam lights
and laser lights are projected into the sky,
posing a serious hazard to pilots by caus-
ing glare and distraction.




AIRPUH ISAUT HOR#TY UF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVBHARAT TIMES DELHIT 5 SEPTEMBEE 2025

AW 199 U H 1G1 w=rRUe
'@rugﬁﬂﬁqgr 3ﬁT‘ﬁZT=ﬁ113T

» NBT =3, WHT0re

et derrTTeT T s
(ETER) F T O o
dr Wit weE =mo g
IO FEA H O A s . m raedid & efifa- sl
# e o i Awm F 4
Hiftrm =9 W FH F
m‘:ﬁrﬁlm?mﬂm m 130 9 180 P ¥ o o
Famé e ) At & 2 10 & 1 PR TTEI e T
T 1GI T | A 75 mimmafwm“ﬁnm T4 4 #F-dr Haam = an
24 2 T B Fr Tz, W A e Al B gmE s TiEn ol
o e Fmw 199 v Pl o w om T R R o ¥ e im e
T T R TR W TR AW W 130 B g0 e oA o arm wewd 98 YEam
mmwﬁrmwm#iﬂ M T 79 I ot vaniE Sl o Sivn = oS
P Fom WO A Tl el 1 sl s & faeed Pl @ mE A @ s e
SR A ) T e o T ) Ee g e o e

-mawmm
T wiEa 1w v @t




AIF?FUH 'SAUT HORH Y UF iNUhﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES COF INDIA LELHIT & SEPTEMEEE Z0OZE

Flat 199, one way: IGIA to
add luxury bus services
on Noida, Gr Noida routes

New Delhi: Delhi Airport will start a luxury bus
service connecting Noida and Greater Noida to the
airport from next week. Routes will cover Sector 16,
Botanical Garden, Golf Course Road, Gaur City, Ja-
ypee Wishtown and Pari Chowk. Bus services alrea-
dv operate in Lucknow and Ayodhya from theairport.

Passengers can avail the luxury service for Rs
199, “About 20% of passengersuse publictransport,
making Delhi the best-connected airport. The new
service is expected to boost this share by providing
a premium and reliable alternative for passengers
travelling to and from Noida and Greater Noida,”
said Delhi International Airport Limited.

These buses will include amenities suchasreal-ti-
me tracking, USB charging ports, CCTV surveillan-
ce, ample luggage space and plush reclining seats.

DIAL CEO Videh Kumar Jaipuriarsaid themo-
ve was aimed to reduce gap between air travel and
urban transit. “By encouraging use of public
transportation, we aim to lower carbon footprints,
decongest city roads and set new standards in air-
portconnectivity and passenger comfort,” he said.

Tickets can be booked via the app or the private
operator’s official website and other travel plat-
forms. Offline booking counters will be available
at the arrival forecourts of Terminal 1and 3, with
designated boarding points at all terminals.

*With this launch, Delhi Airport aligns itself
withleading global aviation hubs —such as Heath-
row, Charles de Gaulle, Berlin Brandenburg, Vien-
na and Amsterdam Schiphol,” said DIAL. tan
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CMRL gets 72,126¢r to link Parandur airport

53km Corridor

Covering 20
Stations

Venkadesan.5
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: To ensure con-
nectivity between the city
and the proposed greenfield
airport at Parandur, for
which land acquisition is
vet to be completed. state
govt has sanctioned 72,126
crore with administrative
approval to carry out the

POONAMALLEE to POONAMALLEE ta
PARANDUR SUNGUVARCHATRAM
Total length of corridor Total length of Phase |
52.94 km 27.90 km

20 No. of elevated stations | 14 No. of elevated stations
Estimated completion cost | Estimated completion cost
115,906 ¢ 8,779¢

preparatory work for the
metro rail connectivity up
to Sunguvarchatram in the
first phase.

In a GO, state govt has gi-
ven a breakdown of expen-
diture for the preparatory

work—7%1,836 crore has been
allocated for land acquisi-
tion, and 252 crore has be-
en allocated for prelimina-
rv civil work. The detailed
project report (DPR) for the
elevated corridor, with a to-

tal length of 53km covering
20 stations, was submitted
by Aarvee Associates Engi-
neers and Consultants ear-
lier this year.

The consultant firm sug-
gested constructing the cor-
ridor in two phases: from
Poonamallee to Sunguvar-
chatraminPhaseland from
Sunguvarchatram to Pa-
randur in Phase 11,

“When we complete Pha-
sel, theairport in Parandur
will have taken shape, and it
will be easier to plan the se-
cond phase to establish the
link to Parandur from the
city,” said a CMRL offici-
al.The line will be an exten-

sion of corridor 4, connec-
ting Lighthouse to Poona-
mallee. Meanwhile, CMRL
is working towards opera-
ting trains between Poona-
mallee and Porur by the end
of this year.

The new line will inter-
sect with the existing two
corridors and the two un-
der-construction corridors
indifferent areas,

The first phase, with a
lengthof 28 km up to Sungu-
varchatram, will have 14
stations on the elevated cor-
ridor, including Chemba-
rambakkam, Thandalam,
Irungattukottai, and Sripe-
rumbudur, and will also

link the Kuthambakkam
bus terminus with Poona-
mallee. “Trains on this cor-
ridor can be operated at a
speed of 80 kmph and can be
accelerated beyond 100
kmph beyend Sunguvar-
chatram, as the distance
between Sunguvarchatram
and Parandur is longer,"” sa-
id the official.

The total cost of the 53-
kmstretch isestimated tobe
715,906 crore, with Phase 1
alone at ¥8,779 crore. CMRL
has also planned to integra-
te the corridor with the pro-
posed elevated corridor by
NHAI between Poonamal-
lee and Sriperumbudur.
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Air India ups cargo capacity to meet demand

E—
Rohit Vaid
New Defhi

Rising freight demand and
the boom in India's e-com-
merce sector have led Tata
Group-owned Air India to
expand its cargo network, in-
dustry insiders told
businessline.

The airline’s cargo busi-
ness has “grown I;r'_v..":.wer (]
per cent between FY23 and
FY25", an Air India spokes-
person said in response to
queries sent by businessiine.

The airline caters to “over
four lakh tonnes of cargo
volumesannually through its
fleet of 242 narrow-body and
63 wide-body aircraft.”

Besides, as part of its
strategy to capture a larger

share of this growing market,
the company has integrated
the cargo operations of Air
India and Air India Express.

CONSISTENT GROWTH
“Growth has been consist-
ently witnessed, in part due
to the integration of Air In-
dia and Air India Express’
cargo operations at the
group level,” industry in-
siders said,

Speaking to businessline, a
senior industry executive
said Air India had been able
to “exponentially expand”
its customer base by working
closely with global freight
forwarders and several mul-
tinational corporations,

NETWORK BOOST
Further, the airline executive

emphasised that these part-
nerships span not only select
hubs but also most of its
network.

“By deepening presence
across regional markets, Air
India can better support
growing demand, deliver
faster and more reliable lo-
gistics and meaningfully
contribute to India's supply

chain ecosystem, serving
both MSMEs and large busi-
nesses,” the spokesperson
said.

In addition, Air India has
diversified its cargo portfolio
and upgraded its capabilities
to handle specialised con-
signments, The airline now

offers services to efficiently

handle products such as
“pharmaceuticals, valuables,
vulnerable cargo and live an-
imals to meet a broad spec-
trum of customer require-
ments”. Additionally, it has

widened its international
cargo footprint.
Presently, Air India's

Cargo operations Cover over
50 international destina-
tions directly, with further
reach extended through a
network of logistics partner-

ships. Further extending this
reach is the airline's “robust
network of trucking and in-
terline nerships
Through its trucking a.ﬁ:-
ances, Air India serves more
than 350 domestic and inter-
national routes, ensuring
sepmless connectivity bey-
ond gateway airports.”

INTERLINE DEALS

The airline’s interline agree-
ments with over 13 interna-
tional earriers also provides
it access to over 300 global
routes.

“This network enables Air
India to effectively tap un-
derserved markets such as
South America, New Zealand
and Africa, which often lack
direct capacity,” the execut-
ive said.
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Dassault to take majority control
of Dassault Reliance Aerospace JV

WIN-WIN DEAL. Agreement to be sealed by Nov; RAL to get ¥176 cr by selling 2% stake

—
Dalip Singh

Fewi Dl

French aerospace major
Desault Aviation will
come the majoricy stake-
holder in the Indian joint
venture, Dassault Reliance
Acrospace Lid (DRAL), fol-
lowing the acquisition of a 2
per cent stake from Reliance
Acrostructure  Lod  (RAL).
The move takes Dassanlt’s
hr.-'ld.'ini:u 51 per cent, mak-
ing it the controlling partner
in the joing venture,

The transaction, valued at
176 crore (approcdmaotely
20 i, was announced
by Reliance Infrastruciure
Ltd, the parent company of
RAL and part of Anil Ambani
Group. The deal is expected
to be completed by Movem-
ber 1, the company Informed
the siock exchanges on
Friday.

With this development,
RAL's srake in DRAL will
come down to 49 per cent, of-
ficzally making it the minor
ity partner inthe venture ori-
gimally ser up o support
India’s defence mamfactur-

DASSAULT

AV I ATI ON

4

e,

STRATEGIC MOWVE. The move takes Dassault’s holding to 51%

ing ecosvetem under the
‘Make in India’ initiative.

A spokesperson for Reli-
amce  Infrastructure  said
Dassault's increased stake
follows the company's de-
cision todegignate DRAL asa
Centre of Excellence (CoE)
for its Falcon 2000 business
Jers. The IV is currently in
the process of establishing
Dassanlr's first  final  as-
sembly fine for Falcon 2000

jets ourside France, located
ar Mihan in Nagpur. Produe-
tion is scheduled to com-
mence b J02H,

FDIPOLICY

Under India’s liberalised
Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI policy in defence, for-
eign COMmpanies can seguire
up to 74 per cent stake in In-
dian ventures through the
auomatic route. Any stake

increase  beyond  that
threshold requires prior pov-
ernment approval, particu
larly when it involves access
to semsitive or advanced
rechnobogies.

TURNOVER

According to the exchange
filing, DRAL recorded a
turnover of T69.93 crore and
anetworth of T47.13 crore as
of March 31, 2025,

DRAL is engaged in manu-
facturing assemblies  and
sub-assemblies for
Dassault's Rafale fighter jets,
part of the Indian Air Foree
fieet, and Faloom 2000 bawsi-
THERY jETH,

For Rafale, the Nagpur fa-
cility produces key compon-
entz such as engine doors,
windshields and canopies,
while the majority of aero-
aructures for the Faleon
2010 are also produced at the
plant. With Dassault taking
majority control, DRAL will
now be responsible for
providing puarantecs, war-
ranties wnd service commit
ments for customers in India
and glolsally, the spokesper-
sonadded.
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Dassault Aviation
to raise stake in
RinfraJV to 51%

Firm to buy 2% shares for 176 cr

FRACHI PISAL
hurnhas, 5 Soaptemiar

French aerospace major Das-
st Awiariom has entered into
an ygmeement 10 increags jls
stake in Dasslt Refiance
Aerospace Limited (DRALL a
mint venture with BRefiance
Aerostructere Lid (RALL a
subsidiary of BSE [Hsted
Relamer Infrastrictiire,

Al Faloiin buisiness jets.

The company recent ]y des-
Ignated DRAL a5 jrs global
Centre ol Exvellence { Qo) for
Falicymn adnmal andarmonenced
plare to estshiah i first-ever
[l assembly Hoe (FAL) for
Falcoiy jets ostsidde France at
DRALS Eacdlity in Mihan,
Magpur, The Falcon series is
amonyg the most suocessfol
exacytive busines:; jets ward-

The ove e, with Dios-
impives the saull  Aviation
tmassfer ol 2 per DASSALILT AMIATION, hokling an
cent edquity by WITHAMARKET onlierbacklagal
RAL 1o Daszauly CTAPITALISATION 75 aircrall as ol
Aviatisn for & EXCEEDING 32 TRN Juipe 30, 3005
coisidesation of AMND CASH RESERVES BAL estaly-

ghour  Tiron OFOVER TBOO0OCR, goperd 2 part-
crane bussdonan B THE MANUFACTURER nemihbip  with

inelependent

AND INTECRATOR OF

Dassaidt DRAL

valualion, The THE RAFALE FIGHTER im 2047 The

vahistion

JET AND FALCOM
includes acomm] BUSINESS JETS

operation
cominenced

premim.

Post-transaction, RALS
Tl will Fall ko0 peés cent and
DAL will shift from being a
sibsidiary o afi associale
company ol Reliamoe Infm-
struciune and a subsidiary of
Dassaul Aviation

This sl ensunes guamn-
Iees, warraiiss, amd Jong-
termservice commitmesits foc
customers  in  lndia  and
abroad, B-Tafm moted.

Drassanell Avialioo, with a
ke capilakisation excead-
ing T2 Mrillion asd cmh
reserves ol over T EOO00 crore,
= the manufacturer andl infe-
gratar of Uhe Rafale Gghier jet

with the setling
up of a manufaciumng Gelity
al Aithosn later that year. Since
theliivering s firsd Faloon 3000
Brand sertionin a0 AL has
bl over 100 major sub-
sections fior the Faloon 3000

I duane 2005, Dassaall Avd-
atiom partnens] with RAL o
manuifscture Falean 2000
Eradimeis executive et in bdsa
Fior the global markets.

In the same month,
Refiance Defenoe tied up with
Crermramy-hased Driehhl
Deefesice o prodioce fest-gen-
eration  terminally  giddsd
munitions for the Indian
nrmied firces
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DGCA plans to
allow importof up
to 20 vrs old aircraft

Aviation watchdog DGCA IS setto amend norms
toalkow airtines to impon aircraft that areupto
20 years old at 4 time when global supply chain
woes have been impacting plane deliveries.

Currently, pressurised aircratt that areup to
18 years old are permitted to be imported into
the country, subject to certain conditions.

The DGCA has proposed amendments to
the Civil Aviation Requirements (CAR) pertain-
ing to ‘Awe of Aircraft to be imported for Sched-
uled/! MNon-Scheduled incloding Charter,
General Aviation and other Operations’.

Asenior official told PTT that the draft CAR
proposes changes for pressurised aircraft per
mitted tobe imported subject to certain condi-
tions up to 20 years instead of 18 proviowsly,
un-pressurised aircraft up to 25 years instead of
20 previously. According to thedmft CAR, press-
urised aircraft intended tobe imported and used
in passenger services and peneral aviation oper-
ation, shall not have completed 20 years of age or
65 per cent of desipned economic life in terms of
pressurisation cycle. whichever is earlier.
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SpiceJet dives into
X237 crore loss in Q1

Blames maintenance woes, airspace curbs as key factors

DEEPAK PATEL
New Dehhi, 5 September

Budget carrier Spicelet on
Friday reported a consoli-
dated net loss of T236.6 crore
in the first quarter of 2025-26
[FY26) due to grounded
planes awaiting mainten-
ance, airspace restrictions
and subdued passenger
demand after the Air India
plane crash on June 12

The airline had recorded a
consolidated net profit of T15E8.6
crorein the fimst quarterof Fy25

"Mon-operation of certain
parts of the entire aircraft floct
for awaited maintenance,
coupled with airspace restric-
tions owing to peopolitical ten-
sions affected the profitability
of the company during the
quarter. Further, an eventof a
tragic accident in the Imdian
aviation sector also subdued
the customer sentiment, sub-
stantially impacting the per-
formance for the quarter,” said
Chairman and Managing Direc-
tor Ajay Singh.

Spicedet currently has a

Testing times (o)
Consolidated Q1 result of Spicejet
m Total income = Total expenses

158.6 [e 166
|_ Met profitfloss J

Source: Spicejet
total fleet of 53 aircraft, of which
19 are “in service” while 34 ame
“parked”, according to the wreb-
site plunespotters.com.

Spicelet has raised T4,1721
crore through the issuance of
equity warrants amd fresh

equity shares on a preferen-
tial basis to various non-pro-
moter investors in previous
financial years.

*These funds ame being uti-
lised for the return to service of
the grounded flect, fleet ration-
alisation amd expansion into
new sectors. The company also
continues to implement cost-
control imitistives with the
obiective of achieving consist-
ent profitability and sustain-
ahble cash Hows in the future,”
Singh noted.

The airline also settled past
dues with certain vendors and
lessors and isactively engaged
in discussions with other
vendors/lessors for settlement
of outstanding obligations,
Singh added.
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sarery | waTcHDOG  Draft rules amend CAR Section 2 to improve air travel accessibility for all

VINEETA PANDEY | DC
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 4

The Directorate-General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
proposed allowing persons
with disability, both physi-
cal and mental, and those
with restricted mobility, to
travel with service dogs.
provided the animal is vac-
cinated and well frained to
handle flight journeys in
the cabin.

This is part of the draft
rules with proposed amend-
ment in Section 2 of the
Civil Aviation Requi-
rements (CAR), making air
travel easier and more
accessible to people with
disabilities and reduced

» No airline shall
refuse to carry pas-
sengersina
stretcher or incu-
bator.

« Guide dogs to
certified, trained,
to remain on the
floor at the passen-
ger's feet.

@ Airlines not to
refuse to carry
those with disabili-

mobility. The DGCA laid
down regulations in order
to protect them against any
form of discrimination and

ty or reduced mobility,
assistive aids/devices,
escorts and guide dogs.

#» Norms drafted to check-in
with their own wheelchair.

to ensure that thev receive
all possible assistance dur-
ing their travel.*Airlines
shall develop procedures

for carriage of guide dogs, if
required in the cabin, for
the assistance of persons
with disability or reduced
mobility. Guide dogs may
be permitted in the cabin
subject to the condition that
they are properly trained,
remain on the floor at the
passenger's feet, properly
harnessed and vaccinated.
Passengers with guide dogs
shall be required to show
written proof to the airline
that their guide dog has
been trained from appropri-
ate institutions, vaccinated
and medicated,” the DGCA
draft rules say.

M Page 11: Draft rule: Alriines
must carry passengers’ aids

Service dogs for disabled likely in flights
i

DGCA drafts airline fatigue
risk management guidelines

DC CORRESPONDENT
With agencles input
NEW DELHI, SEPT. &

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
come out with draft guide-
lines for fatigue risk man-
agement system (FRMS) for
airline crews and maked
significant changes in the
regulations pertaining to
flight duty time limitations
(FDTL) in line with the
international best prac-
tices. This also includes

increasing pilots’ weekly
rest from 36 to 48 hours and
reduced night flying.
Ajrlines will have the
option to either have the
prescriptive FDTL regula-
tions or implement FRMS
or have a hybrid approach
utilising both, as per the
draft advisory. The avia-
tion  regulator  listed
detailed guidance on FRMS
approval processes, imple-
mentation requirements,
and oversight mechanisms
to enhance safety.

Airlines must carry disability aids

FROM PAGE 1

In India, service dogs are
allowed in the cabin only
by a few airlines like Air
India, which defines a
service animal as a dog
that is individually
trained to do work or per-
form tasks for the benefit
of a qualified individual
with a disability, including
a physical, sensory, psy-
chiatrie, intellectual, or
other mental disability
Under the draft rules, no
airline shall refuse to
carry those with disability
or reduced mobility and

their assistive
aids/devices, escorts and
guide dogs, including

their presence in the
cabin, provided such per-
sons or their representa-
tives, at the time of book-
ing, inform the airline of
their requirements.
Passengers who intend
to check-in with their own
wheelchair shall be given

the option of using an air-
port wheelchair. If the pas-
sengers prefer to use their
own non-battery and bat-
tery-operated wheel-
chairs, they shall be per-
mitted to use it provided
the wheelchair conforms
to specifications issued by
the civil aviation ministry.

Battery-operated wheel-
chairs shall be permit-
ted provided they
conform to specifi-
cations as per dan-
gerous goods regu-
lations or airline
policy, which are to
be displaved on their
websites. Such wheelchair
shall be capable of
manoeuvring through var-
ious areas of the airport,
security hold and up to the
aircraft, whereupon it
may be stowed at an appro-
priate place in the aireraft.
At the time of disembark-
ing, the passenger’s wheel-
chair should be returned
to enable transfer from the
seat directly into his/her

own wheelchair.

The draft rules say no
airline shall refuse fo
carry passengers in a
stretcher or incubator,
subject to limitation of
aircraft, when they are
accompanied by an escort,
provided such a person is
capable of attending to the
passenger’s medical needs
during embarking, dis-
embarking, in-flight
and _emergency
evacuation.

To ensure safety of
aircraft operations,
the maximum num-
ber of non-ambulatory
persons with disability or
reduced mobility permit-
ted to travel in a single
flight shall not be more
than the number of cabin
crew, except when such
passengers are accompa-
nied by trained escorts.

While airlines and air-
ports are required to pro-
vide free wheelchair assis-
tance to passengers with
disability or restricted

mobility and as per rules,
passengers are required to
notify their needs at least
48 hours before the time of
departure to enable airline
make necessary arrange-
ments for special assis-
tance. However, for free
wheelchair services, pas-
sengers may now have to
provide documentation
with regard to their physi-
cal condition requiring a
wheelchair,

The airlines can offer
paid services for wheel-
chair assistance to able-
bodied passengers, while
keeping services free for
people with physical, men-
tal disabilities or restrict-
ed mobility, the DGCA has
proposed, in order to curb
the alleged misuse of
wheelchairs at airports.
“Airlines may levy an
appropriate assistance fee
from passengers other
than the persons with dis-
ability and persons with
reduced mobility who opt
to use these services,” the

proposed rules say
Airlines may also issue
IATA Medical Manual pre-
scribed frequent travellers
medical card (FREMEC) to
those passengers with
chronic, but stable med-
ical conditions, and those
with additional needs, for
their future travel. At air-
ports, flight information
systems should be posi-
tioned in such a way to
ensure its readability by
people in wheelchairs and
those with visual impair-
ment. Provision of audible
announcements should be
made for people who are
not able to use visual dis-
plays such as blind people
and those with learning
disability“Airport opera-
tors shall ensure that per-
sons with disability or
reduced mobility are
transported within the
airport in the same condi-
tion, comfort and safety as
those available for other
passengers.” the draft
rules say.
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Technical glitches:
2 flights cancelled

Hyderabad: Two flights on
Thursday from the Shamshabad
airport were cancelled because
of technical issues. SpicelJet
cancelled its SG 2138 service to
Tirupati and SG 2703 to
Rourkela. Airline officials said
the cancellations were due to
unexpected technical problems
and advised passengers to
check the status of their flights
in advance.
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SpiceJet Sinks into Losses in Q1 as

Fleet & Operational Issues Weigh

Our Bureau

Mumbai: SpiceJet slipped into
thered inthe June quarter as gro-
unded aircraft, restricted air rou-
tes and weaker travel sentiment
dragged down earnings along
with decline in freight business.

The carrier reported a consoli-
dated net loss of Rs 234 crore for
the three months ended June 30,
againstaprofitof Rs158.2crorein
the year-ago period and Rs 341.9
crore in the March quarter.

Revenue from operations fell
34% year-on-yeartoRs1,120.2cro-
re from Rs1,708.2 crore and drop-
ped 24% sequentially from Rs
1.465.6 crore. The decline in reve-
nue outpaced cost savings, with
total expenses shrinking 25% to
Rs 1,435 crore compared with Rs
1,919.6 crore a year earlier and Rs
1,616.3 crore in March 2025. At the
operating level, EBITDA came in
negative at Rs 18 crore, compared
with a positive Rs 402 crore in the
same quarter last year.

The airline attributed the weak
performance to fleet and operatio-
nal constraints. “Non-operation of

certain part of the entire fleet for
awaited maintenance coupled
with airspace restrictions owingto
geopolitical tensions affected the
profitability of the company du-
ring the quarter;” it said in its fi-

ling. It also pointed to subdued tra-
vel demand aftera “tragicaccident
in [the] Indian aviation sector”
that dampened passenger senti-
ment. In addition, “the delay in re-
turning grounded aircraft to servi-
ce, owing to global supply chain
disruptions and engine overhaul
challenges, further
compounded the situa-
. tion”, the company said.
CMD Ajay Singh said
the quarter reflected “extraordi-
nary challenges faced by the avia-
tion industry, including geopoliti-
cal turbulence, restricted air rou-
tes and supply chain disruptions.”
Segment revenues showed decli-
nes across businesses. The air
transport servicesdivision earned
Rs1,083.7 crore, down 33% from Rs
1,626.9 crore a year earlier. Freigh-
ter and logistics revenue dropped
66% to Rs 26.5 crore from Rs 78.8
crore, while other businesses pos-
ted alossof Bs 7.2 crore.
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DGCA may Allow Import of 20-yr-old
Aircraft for Commercial Flight Ops

New Delhi: Aviation watchdog DGCA is set to amend
norms to allow airlines to import aircraft thatareup to
20 years old ata time when global supply chain woes ha-
ve been impacting plane deliveries.

Currently, pressurised aircraft that are up to 18 years
old are permitted to be imported into the country, sub-
jectto certain conditions.

The DGCA has proposed amendments tothe Civil Av-
iation Requirements (CAR) pertaining to ‘Age of Air-
craft to be imported for Scheduled/ Non-Scheduled in-
cluding Charter, General Aviation and other Opera-

tions’.
A senior official told PTI that the draft
CAR proposes changes for pressurised air-
craft permitted to be imported subject to
certain conditions up to 20 years instead of 18 previo-
usly, un-pressurised aircraft up to 25 years instead of
20 previously.

According to the draft CAR, pressurised aircraft in-
tended to be imported and used in passenger services
(scheduled/ non-scheduled) and general aviation ope-
ration, shall not have completed 20 yvears of age or 65
per cent of designed economic life in terms of pressuri-
sation cycle, whichever is earlier. Pressurised aircraft
are those that can fly at higher altitudes, generally abo-
ve 10,000 feet. Narrow-body and wide-body planes used
for commercial flights are pres-
surisedaircraft. —PTI
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SpiceJet Q1 net loss
widensto3234 cr

HITIH EUMAR
Mew Dalhi September 5

BUDGET CARRIER SPICEIET
on Friday reported a consoli-
dated netlossof $234 oo in
the first guarter of FY26
apainst a net profit of T158
cmre in the year-ago period.

The revemue from opera-
tions fell 3 6% year-on-year to
21,060 erore compared with
21,646 crore in the corre
sponding quarter of the last
financial year,

The budget carner said its
performanc e was glprificantly
affected by thegeo political situ-
atioriwitha ne phbour ngcoun-
try and airspace restoctions in
keymarkets, which dampened
leisuretmmvel demand.

The dday in returning
grounded alreraft to service,
owing to global supply chain
disruptions and engine over-
haul chalkenges, further com
pounded thesituation. it said.

"Des pite thess headwinds,
Spicefet continues to demon-
strate resilience. We are takin g
decisive steps to enhance flect
reliability, reduce costs, and
expand our network. With
India’s aviation and towrlsm
sectors among the fasiest-
growing globally, we remain
confident of a strong recovery
trajectory in the coming quar-
ters,”AjaySingh, chairman and
managing director, Spicefet
saiid The company’s Ebincal oss

HEADWINDS

Spicelet consoldated nancials
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Met profit
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Revenue

Ebitda
margin (%)

stood at T18 crore In the first
quarter of F¥26, compared
with 402 crom In Q1FY15.
Passenger revenue per
available seat kilometre stood
at T4. T4 durin g the quarter
The passenger load factor
remained steady at Be%, The
aldine"snetworth inproved to
¥ 446 crore, up from a negative
T2,398 crore in Q}LFY25, a
change the company atirib-
uted to successful financhil
restucturkng inftiatives.
Spicefet shares ended 1.6%
lower at €34 4 5. The stock has
been a market laggard, with a
share price ercsionofover 45%
over the past year, In 2025 so
far, it has declined by 39%
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Flight tickets
to cost more
from Sep 22

Travellers will have to shell
out slightly mare maney
for premium, business and
first class flight tickets as
higher GST rates will be
applicable from
September 22, In a major
revamp, the GST Council,
on Wednesday, finalised a
two-rate structure of 5 per
cent and 18 per cent. With
respect to airlines, the
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) for non-economy
class tickets has been
increased to 18% from the
current level of 12 per
cent. The rate, with Input
Tax Credit (ITC), will be
effective from September
22 ".. if travel is by econ-
omy class, then the rate of
GST is 5 per cent other-
wise, the GST rate will be
18 per cent,” the govern-
ment said on Wednesday,
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VIJAYAWADA

Flight to B'luru
cancelled after
bird strike

A Bengaluru-bound Air India
Express flight was canceallad
on Thursday after it suffered
a bird hit at the airport hara,
anairline official sald.

An eagle hit the nose of the
aircraft while taxling on the
runway for takeoff, he said.

As a rasult, the airline had
to cancel the flight and make
alternate arrangements for
the 90 passengers on board.

"The bird strike happened
before takeoff. It cocurred
when the aircraft was taxling
on the runway,” the afficial
teld PTIL

Latar, In a statement, Alr
India Express zaid, "The air-
craft assigned to operate the
Vijayawada-Bengaluru flight
exparienceda suspacted bird
strike at Vijayawada airport,
leading to the cancellation
of the service. We regret the
Incomenience caused by cir-
cumstances bayend the air-
line'scentrel”
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WIJAYAWADA

Air India
flight
cancelled
after bird hit

An Air India Express
flight from Vijayawada to
Bengaluru was cancelled
on Thursday following a
bird strike incident,
according to an airline
official. The aircraft was
taxiing on the runway in
preparation for takeoff
when an eagle collided
with its nose. ‘The bird hit
occurred before takeoff,
during taxiing,' the
official stated. As a result,
the airline cancelled the
flight and arranged
alternate travel options
for the affected
passengers.
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Dassault Aviation to raise
Reliance Infrastructure JV

French aerospace major Dassault Aviation will
increase its stake in a joint venture with Reliance
Infrastructure Ltd. from 49% to 51%, as per a
stock exchange filing by Reliance Infrastructure.
Reliance Aerostructure Lid. (RAL), a unit of
Reliance Infrastructure Lid., will transfer 2% of
its holding in Dassault Reliance Aerospace Lid.
(DRALY to Dassaunle Aviation, the filing said
Currently, RAL holds 51% in DRAL while Dassault
Aviation has 49%.
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Al EXPRESS FLIGHT
ISSUES 'PAN-PAN'
CALL, LANDS SAFELY

INDORE: A Delhi-Indore Air
India Express flight with 161 pas-
sengers on board on Friday suf-
fered an engine fault during its
descentat the airport in Indore,
prompting the pilot to make a
‘PAN-PAN’ call for non-life
threatening emergency follow-
ing which the aircraft landed
safely soon afterwards, officials
said.

The plane landed 20 minutes
behind its schedule at the Devi
Ahilyabai Holkar Airport soon
after a suspected oil filter issue
was detected mid-air, and every-
one on board was safe, they said.

Talking about the incident, a
spokesperson of Air India
Express said, “Due to a suspected
oil filter issue during descent
into Indore, following standard
operating procedures, the crew
landed safely. Our pilots are
well-trained to carry out such
precautionary measures.”

“After receiving information
about a technical fault in one of
the engines of the Air India
Express plane coming from
Delhi to Indore, we took all pre-
cautions and the aircraft landed
at the Indore airport at 9.55
am...” Devi Ahilyabai Holkar Air-
port's Director Vipinkant Seth
told PTL

In aviation, ‘PAN-PAN’ indi-
cates an urgent situation that
requires assistance but is not
immediatelv life-threatenine. p11
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New glitch plagues ALH choppers

Rahul Singh

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The reliability of a
vital component of the Dhruv
advanced light helicopter's trans-
mission system has come into
question after the Indian Army
recorded a worrying incident
involving damage to the tail drive
shaft (TDS) during flying opera-
tions, forcing it to immediately
issue orders for a fleet-wide one-
time check to ensure flight
safety, officials aware of the mat-
ter said on Friday.

The TDS transfers engine
power to the tail rotor to balance
torque of the main motor and its
robustness hasa direct bearing
on the directional stability of a
helicopter.

The incident involving the
army Dhruv took place on Thurs-
day. And within hours the Direct-
orate General of Electronics &
Mechanical Engineers (Aviation)
issued directions for the safety
check on priority to all ALH units,
including those of the air force
and the navy, the officials said,
asking not to be named.

Aircraft maker Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL),
which has designed and devel-
oped the ALH, has also been
informed of the development,
with a request to help identify
the root cause of the TDS break-
down.

The reason for the TDS break-
down is not immediately known
but different angles will be
explored, including strict adher-
ence to maintenance schedule,

Dhruy, a chequered f{a

® HAL, which designed and developed
the ALH, began delivering the
helimpters in the early 2000s

® The ALH underwent a design review
followed by the replacement of a
defective control system in 2023-24

@ The army and air force ALHs were
declared airworthy after comprehen-
sive safety checks only on May 1, after
being grounded for months following
a fatal coast guard crash on J 5

twin-engine ALHs
3 3 o are operated by the

three services and the coastguard  reportedin the last 5 years

people aware of the matter said.

“It is intimated that an inci-
dent of TDS bearing mount bro-
ken at station #9A during flying
has been reported on IA-1134
(helicopter tail number) of an
Army Aviation squadron on 04
Sept 25,” the Directorate General
of Electronics & Mechanical
Engineers (Aviation) wrote in the
letter, a copy of which is with HT.

The photographs of the bro-
ken parts are appended to the let-
ter.

“In order to ensure [light
safety, it is directed that a One
Time Check is to be carried out
on all ALH heptrs (helicopter)
for any abnormality in the TDS,”
it said. To be sure, the ALH fleet
has not been grounded, but each
helicopter will be cleared for fly-
ing only after the one-time check.

accidents involving the
1 helicopter have been

The development is significant
as the army and air force ALHs
were declared airworthy after
comprehensive safety checks
only on May 1, after being
grounded for months following a
fatal coast guard crash at Por-
bandar in Gujarat on January 5.
The navy and coast guard ALHs
are still grounded.

‘Weeks ago, HAL carried out
extensive tests on the ALH ina
maritime setting in an attempt to
pinpoint and fix a lingering flaw
in helicopters operated by the
navy and coast guard that have
now been grounded for more
than eight months following the
Porbandar crash.

The 300 ALHs operated by the
army and air force were cleared
for flying duties in May based on
the recommendations of the

defect investigation committee
(DIC) consisting of officials from
the Bengaluru-based Centre for
Military Airworthiness and Cer-
tification (CEMILAC), the Direct-
orate General of Aeronautical
Quality Assurance and HAL. The
navy and the coast guard
together operate around 30
ALHs.

The army’s September 4 com-
munication has laid down the
checks that must be conducted
on priority. These include checks
on TDS bearing and elastomeric
bushes, check for crack on tail
boom top face sheet at three dif-
ferent stations, and visual inspec-
tion of the TDS bracket at three
stations for slackness and shear-
ing of rivets by using a 10X mag-
nifying glass. The army has
requested HAL to "communicate
modalities of root cause analysis
of the incident on IA-1134 on top
most priority.”

HAL has instrumented two
ALHs - one each from the navy
and coast guard — to gather criti-
cal data on the performance of
the helicopter’s integrated
dynamic system, including the
transmission system, gearbox
and rotor hub, as well as test the
loads some systems can with-
stand in different operating con-
ditions.

The problem with the navy
and coast guard appears to be
linked to sustained operations in
amaritime environment. HAL is
trying to determine the exact
problem and fix it. The DIC will
scrutinise the data compiled by
the Rotary Wing Research &

Design Centre and recommend
the next steps.

HAL had earlier broadened
the scope of the investigation
after the Porbandar crash by
involving  Bengaluru-based
Indian Institute of Science (I15¢)
to perform fatigue testing of a
critical part in the helicopter’s
transmission system to get to the
bottom of the matter.

This was after a high-powered
panel found that a swashplate
fracture caused the January 5
coast guard ALH crash in which
two pilots and an aircrew diver
were killed, but the reason for
the breakdown of the critical
component that compromised
the ability of the pilots to control
the helicopter's motion could not
be determined.

A fleet-wide inspection con-
ducted after the January 5 crash
revealed that some navy and
coast guard ALHs were facing
the same problem --- cracks in
the swashplate assembly.

The ALH underwent a design
review followed by a replace-
ment of a defective control sys-
tem only in 2023-24. The helicop-
ter has been involved in around
15 accidents during the last five
years, putting the spotlight onits
safety record.

The comprehensive design
review, which involved installing
upgraded control systems on the
helicopters to improve their air-
worthiness, came after the ALH
fleet was grounded several times
in 2023 too after a raft of acci-
dents called into question its
flight safety record.
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France’s Dassault to take majority
stake in aerospace manufacturing
joint venture with Reliance Group

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MNEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER &

FRENCH MILUTARY aircraft and
business jet maker Dassault
Aviation will increase its share-
holding in its joint-venture with
Anil Ambani-led Reliance Group
toa controlling stake of 51 per
cent from the current 49 per cent,
RelianceInfrastructure informed
the stock exchanges Friday. The
transaction will involve Reliance
Infrastructure arm Reliance
Aerostructure transferring 2 per
cent stake in the joint-venture—
Dassault Reliance Aerospace
{DRAL) — to Dassault for around
Rs 176 aore, The transaction is ex-
pected to be completed by
November 1.

“Uponcompletion of transac-
tion, DRAL will cease to be a5l
per cent subsidiary and become
Company's (Reliance Infras-
tructure's ) associate company
with 49 per cent shareholding”
Reliance Infrastructure said inthe
exchange filing, With DRAL be-
coming a subsidiary of Dassault
Aviation, it will hel p the comparny
ensure guarantees, warranties,
and service commitments for
customers in India and around
the world. DRAL wasestablished
to fulfill the offset obligations as
part of the Rafale fighter jet deal
between the Indiangovernment
and Dassault.

Dassault and Reliance Group
hadannounced in Junethat DRAL
will set up a final assembly line
(FAL) for manufacturing the
Dassault's best-selling business
executive jet — the Falcon 2000
—atNagpur. The dedsionto hike
stake in DRAL follows Dassault’s

$TheIndianEXPRESS

The ﬁrst made-m Indl.a Falcen 2000jetis expected to be
ready by 2028.

File

decision to designate DRALas a
centreof excellence for the Falcon
aircraft. With the DRAL FAL,
Dassault will manufacture the
Falcon aircraft outside of France
for the first ime. The announce-
ment of transfer of controlling
stake to Dassault comes also at a
timewhensome Reliance Group
entities are grappling with chal-
lenges including a money laun-
dering probe by the Enforcemnent
Directorate, and allegations of
loan fraud. In its exchange filing,
Reliance Infrastructure did not
detail the reasons for transfer of
controlling stake in DRAL to
Dassault.

The Frenchcompany has had
along-standing relationship with
India, most notably through its
fighter jets Mirage 2000 and
Rafale that are part of the Indian
Air Force's fleet of fighters, Barely
two weeks before the DRAL FAL
for Falcon jets was announced,
Dassault and Tata Advanced
Systems (TASL) had announced
that the latter will set up a pro-
duction facility in Hyderabad to
manufacture key structural sec-
tions of the Rafale, including the

Sat, 06 September 2025
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/7 T}

lateral shells of the rear fuselage,
the complete rear section, the
central fuselage, and the front sec-
Lion.

The DRAL FAL for the Falcon
jets would be the first-ever in-
stanceof a foreignaircraft manu-
facturer setting up a final assem-
bly line (FAL) in India for civilian
aircraft. Europeanaerospace ma-
jor Airbus, which has a minority
stake in Dassault, will be setting
up an FAL in India in partnership
with the Tata group, but thatwill
beformanufarturing helicopters.
Airbus and Tata Advanced
Systems already have an FALin
India for theC295 military trans-
port aircraft

The first made-in-india Falcon
2000 jet is expected to be ready
by 2028, and planes manufac-
tured in India will cater to rising
business jet demand in the do-
mestic and intemational markets,
according to Dassault and
Reliance Group. At Mihan,
Nagpur, DRAL already hasaman-
ufacturing facility for making var-
ious sectionsof the Falcon 2000,

FULL REPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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2 PEOPLE DIE IN SMALL PLANE CRASH

NEAR SUBURBAN DENVER AIRPORT

GREENWOOD VILLAGE: Two people died when a
small plane crashed and caught on fire near a subur-
ban Denver airport on Friday, officials said. The crash
happened just south of Centennial Airport and was
initially reported as an explosion, Deborah Takahara,
a spokesperson for the Douglas County Sheriff's Of-
fice, sald. Firefighters found the Beech BE3S airplane
engulfed In flames, with the fire threatening to spread
to a nearby bullding and some diesel-powered gen-
erators, Brian Willie, a spokesperson for South Metro
Fire Rescue, said. Firefighters were able to put out the
flames, he said. The plane appeared to have crashed
in the parking lot of an industrial office park.
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Spicejet posts 238 crore loss in Q1

NEW DELHI: Flying into the
red, Spicefet on Frid ay reported
a net loss of Rs 238 crore for
the three months ended June,
saying expenseés related to
rrounded atreraft and subdued
eisure fravel demand imipacted
the financials.

The budget carrier, which
had been facing multiple head-
winds, raked in a total income
of Bs 1,190.56 crore in the first
quarter of the current finan-
cial year. The same stood at
Rs 2,067 21 crore in the same
period a year ago, according to
a regiilatory I'JJJ'ILE.,

In a statement, Spiceet said
the results were sipili:.‘i.mﬂ.}'
impacted by the geopolitical
situation with a neighbouring
country and airspace restric-
tions in key markets, which
led to subdued leisure travel
demand.

“The delay in returming
grounded airerafl to service,
owing to global supply chain

The budget carrier
raked in a total
income of Rs
1,190.56 crore

in first quarter of
current fiscal

disruptions and engine over-
haul challenges, further com-
pounded the shtuation,” it added.

The airline recorded a net
loss of Rs 238 crore in the June
quarter, whereas it had a profit
of Bs 150 crore in the year-ago
period.

“This quarter’s results reflect

the extraordinary challenges
faced by the aviation indus-
try, including geopolitical tur-
bulence, restricted air routes,
and supply chain disruptions,’
Spicefet Chairman and Man-
aging Director Ajay Singh said.

He also said the airline is
taking decisive steps to enhance
fleet reliability, reduce costs, and
expand the networks

Among other efforts, the
airline is having discussions for
lnkmg atrcralt on damp-]:.'as:
arrangements to strengthen its
network reliability.

Generally, in a damp lease,
the lessor provides the aircraft,
along with the maintenance,
but not the crew and insurance.

According to the statement,
net worth rose to Bs 446 crore in
the latest June quarter compared
io a deficit of Rs 2,398 crore in
the year-ago period.

In July, Spicefet had a
domestic market share of 2 per
cenl, as per official data, FTi
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FOR COMMERCIAL FLIGHT OPERATIONS

DGCA plans to allow import of up to 2o yrs old aircraft

NEW DELHI: Aviation walch-
dog DGCA is set to amend
norms to allow airlines to
import aircraft that are up to 20
years ald at a time when B]ul:!a]
supply chain woes have been
tmpacting plane deliveries.

Currently, pressurised air-
craft that are up to 18 years old
are permitted to be imported
inte the country, subject to cer-
tain conditions.

The DGCA has proposed
amendments to the Civil Avia-
tion Requirements {CAR) per-
taining to ‘Age of Aircraft to be
tmported for Scheduled! Non-
Scheduled including Charter,
General Aviation and other

Orperations.

Closer Look

¥ The DGCA hns pmpasad amen:tmams h:u ﬁ\e G'nl Aviu- {

tion Requirements (CAR) pertaining o ‘Age of Aircraft 1o
be imported for Scheduled/ Mon-Scheduled including
Charter, General Aviation & other Operations’

» Currently, pressurised gireraft that are up to
18 years old are permitted to be imported inte
the eountry, subject to certain conditions

% Pressurised aircraft are those that can fiy at higher
altiudes, generally above 10,000 feat

A senior official  said
that the draft CAR proposes
changes for pressurised atreralt
permitted to be imported sub-
ject to certain conditions up to
20 years instead of 18 previ-

ously, un-pressurised abreraft
up to 25 years instead of 20
previously.
According to the draft CAR,
ressurised aireralt intended to
e imported and used in pas-

senger services (scheduled/
non-scheduled) and general
aviation operation, shall not

have completed 20 years of

age ot 65 per cenl of designed
economic life in terms of pres-
surisation cycle, whichever is
earlier,

Pressurised aircraft are
those that can ly at higher alii-
tudes, generally above 10,000
feet. Narrow-body and wide-
body planes used for com-
mercial flights are pressurised
atreraft.

Unpressurised  aircraft
rely on natural atmospheric
pressure and can oaly fly at
low altitudes, such as trainer
planes. Generally, their alti-

tudes are limited o below
10,000 feet.

“In the case of unpres-
surised aireralt, the decision
will be on a case-by-case basis
and on a complete examina-
tion of the record of the aireraft
being procured. Addition-
ally, the atreraft intended to
be imported shall have lown
50 hours during the last six
months. However, the Direc-
tor General of Civil Aviation
would not allow such aircraft
which are more than 25 years
old,” the draft CAR said.

There are more than 800
leased aircraft in the country
that are used for scheduled and
non-scheduled operations. P
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Dassault to take majority
control of Rel Aerospace

ARSHAD EHAN @ Maw Deitd

FRENCH asrospace and de
fence major Dassault Aviation
will increase its shareholding
In Dassale Reliance Aerospacs
Limited {DRAL) from 49% to
51%. making the India-head-
quartersd jolnt ventiure & ma
Jority-owned subsidiary of
the Parls-headquartered
COMPUTY

Upon completion of
the transaction, DRAL
will eease o bea 51%
subsidiary of Reliance
Infrastructure and bo
COIE e AT asEocialte GO
pany with 49% sharehalding
Relianoe Infrastructure sald in
nnexchange Nling that it will
receive 1759 crore from stale
salt based on an lndependent
wialuat lor. The expeected dade ol
completion of the sale/disposal
Is Movembor 01, 2025

With Inerease in stake, Das
smult Aviation will ensure guar-
antees, warranties and service

commitments for Faleon air-
craft customers in India and
worldwide. Dassault Aviation,
which has a market capitalisa-
tion of over T2 lakh crome and
cash reserves topplng T80 (00
crore, has been expanding its
footpring in Indis since secur
ing Rafnle Nghter jet deal with
the povernment in 2016
The French manufwcturer
recently designated
DRAL asa Centre ol Ex-
cellence (CoE) for Fal-
o bosiness jet pro
gramme. In line with
that decision, the com
pany announeed 1 will
st up its first final assembly
lime (FAL) for Faleon aireraft
outslde Fronce ol the MIHAN
speciil economic rone in Nag
pur Mahornshim,

The Falcan s=eries, whiich
competes with the likes of
Bombardier and Gulfstream In
premimn executive jol catego
ry. is among the company’s
most sueeese] plndforma
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SpiceJet reports 3238 crore loss in
Q1, airline’s net worth turns positive

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAL g3 Mow Daiiy

BUDGET earrier Sploadet an
Friday annoumced its linancial
results for the quarter ended
e 560, 2025 (R FY26), report
ing anet loss of X8 cmore &5
against a net profit of T150
erore in Q1FYES The alrlineg
sald its results wern impacted
by geo-pilitical situstion wWith
a neiphbouring eountry and
airspace restrictions in key
markets, wWhich kd to subdued
leisure travel demand

The delay in returning
grounded nieeralt (o srviee,
owing o ghobal supply chain
disruptions and engine over-
haul challenges, further com
pounded the situation. On
EBITDA basls, the alrline re-
ported TAIA) crore loss In
W1 FY ¥ as apainst 840 cyore In
ENFYLS, Paussen et rove nuée per

available seat kilomemre (PAX
RASK) stood at £4.74 and pas
senger load factor (PLF) re
mialned strong at 8% . Spice.Jet
claimed that s net worth im
proved to 2446 croreas againsta
negative $L 00 crome in 1LY LS
reflect ing successiol Mnancinl
restructuring inltiatives

Ajay Singh, chairman and
MD, Spleedet, sabd this quar
ter's resules reflect the extraoe
dinary challenpes fEeed by the
aviatlon industry, Including ge-
opalitical furbulence, restricted
airroutes, and supply chain dis
ruptions. “We are taking steps
to enhance Oeet reliability, re
duce costs, amnd expand our net-
work. With India’s aviat lon and
IOl iEm sectors among the [t
et -growing globally we momain
eomlident of A strong recovery
trajectary in the coming guoar
ters,” added Singh

OYO's Ist quarter
profit doubles
to 200 crore

ARSHAD KHAN i@ bow Dubi

PO-bovund (YD posted a prof
after tax {PAT) of over 300
crore in the first quarter of
FY26, more than donhling firam
£AT crorve in the same period
Rt year (GLFY25)

The hospltal 1ty rm atirib
uted the improvement n its
bot tam  Line to revenue growth
from premium brands soch as
Townhouse and Sunday slong
side tighter cost controlsand o
sharper focus on customer ex-
perience. In a notificat lon sent
o [ts sharcholers, Oyo stated
that its revenue grew io Rs 2019
crore, up 47% from the corre-
apond ingaquarter s year The
Gross Booking Value (GBV)
reached Re 7,237 crore [n G1
Y26, marking a signifcant
144 increase yearon-year [t
has sought approvad o lssue bo-
s shares inn 11 mtio, which
will donbile its authorised share
caplinl to £24.31,13.50 3.
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SpiceJet posts 7234 crore Q1 loss as
revenue drops 34 per cent

Mumbak Busdpet airline Spleedet on Fridoy slipped into
the red in the April-June quarter (Q1 of FY 26, reporting a
consolidoted net loss of Bs 234 or comprared W a net profit
of Bs 158 or in the saime period previous financial vear i1
FY25). The sharp dedline came as nevenuses from
operations dropped 344 per cent vear-on-vear (YoY) to Bs
L120 or from R 1708 or, acconding 1o its stock exchange
[ling The alrine said the losses were mainly due to costs
linked togrounded aircralt and expenses for bringing
them back into service. [t also pointed to geopolitical
tensions wlith a nele hbourkng cowntey and alrspace
restrictions in key markets, which hit leisure travel
demand, Despite the loss, Spicelet highlighted that its
fimancial position has fmproved,



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TINMES OF TNDIA

DELHI

To curb misuse, DGCA proposes charge for
able-bodied flyers availing of wheelchairs

New Delhi: In a bid to ensure the
able-bodied donot misuse the facility
of wheelchairs at airports, the Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has proposed airlines be al-
lowed to levy a small fee on them for
providing this service.

The regulator has sought com-
ments on this draft civil aviation re-
quirement (CAR or rules) from the
public till Sept 19. “Airlines may levy
an appropriate assistance fee from
passengers other than persons with
disability (divvangjan) and persons
with reduced mobility who opt to use
these services,” the draft norm states.

The proposed change comes
ahead of a hearing in Bombay high
court on Sept 25. The HC had this
April appointed a panel headed by a
retired judge to study the issue of
wheelchair availability, and other is-

sues faced by senior citizens and peo-
ple with special needs, at airports.
The court had said access to such fa-
cilities was “a fundamental human
right” for such persons.

However, airlines have often com-
plained of able-bodied people misus-
ing this facility to skip long queues at
touchpointslike immigration. Often,
airlinesfacerequestsforalarge num-
ber of wheelchairs on a single flight
which they find difficult to meet,
leading to complaints from.

Not everyvone who books a wheel-
chair really requires the same. As a
result those who genuinely require
the service often don’t get the same,
said officials across airlines.

The draft states that airport oper-
ators are required to designate car
drop-off points for passengers who
have booked wheelchairs. Tun

5 SEPTEMEBEER 2025
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Spicelet reports loss
of 3238 crore in Q1

New Delhi: Low cost carrier
Spicelet Friday announced a Q1
loss of Rs 238 crore, compared to
a profit of Rs 150 crore in same
quarter last fiscal. The airline’s
share closed 1.6% lower at Rs
34.5. SpiceJet CMD Ajay Singh
said: “This quarter’s results
reflect the extraordinary
challenges faced by the aviation
industry, including geopolitical
turbulence, restricted routes, and
supply chain disruptions.” Tnn
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Low on fuel, Bluru-Lucknow
flight makes emergency landing

Lucknow: A Bengaluru-Luck-
now IndiGo flight running low
onfuel made anemergency land-
ing in Varanasi Thursday, re-
ports Arvind Chauhan.

Flight 6E 6353, with 202 pas-
sengers and six crew memberson
board, attempted to land at
Chaudhary Charan Singh Inter-
national Airport in Lucknow
around 7.30am. However, due to
an unstable approach, the pilots
initiated a go-around manoceuvre.

Sources at Lucknow airport
said two flights were already in
the landing queue. During this
delay, the pilots found the air-
craft running low on fuel. They
contacted Air Traffic Control,
which immediately advised a di-

Al Exp flight to B'luru
cancelled after bird hit

n Air India Express flight bound

for Bengaluru was cancelled
after it suffered a bird hit during
taxing on the runway just before
take-off from Vijayawada airport
on Thursday, prompting the pilot
toreturnthe plane to the bay. All 97
flyers were safely deboarded,
reports Srikrishna Kummara.

version to Varanasi for refuell-
ing, After safely landing and re-
fuelling at Lal Bahadur Shastri
International Airport in Vara-
nasi, the plane took off and land-
ed in Lucknow around 9:30am.
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