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Surat Airport hides obstacle building data

FPJ News Service

SURAT

In a revelation that has sent
shockwaves thmugh Surat's
aviation and real estate sec-
tors, the Ministry of Civil
Aviation  has  officially
admitted in the Rajya Sabha
that 28 buildings near Surat
Airport violate height norms,
posing a serious threat o air
safety, But what’s more alarm-
ing is this the list of these
obstacle buildings remains
hidden from the public.

On July 28, 2025, respond-
ing to a query by MP
Shaltisinh Gohil, Minister of
State for Civil Aviation Shri
Murlidhar Mohel confirmed
these height viclations, ident-
ified  through  Obstacle
Limitation Surfaces (OLS) sur-
veys conducted by the
Airports Authority of India

[AAI. Yet, citizens and stake-
helders remain completely in
the dark about which build-
ings they are,

Worse still, repeated RT1
applications seeking the list
have been denied by Surat
Afrport  authorities, citing
“commercial confidence and
trade secrets” under Chapter
1l para 8(d) of the RTI Act.

“How can they prioritise
trade secrets over public

safety? Buyers are unlmow-
ingly investing in properties

that may be marked for
demaolition. It's a betrayal of
trust” said Ajav Suthar, an RT1
activist and resident of Vesw.
This lack of transparency
has turned into a ticking time
bomb. If these illegal strue-
tures are eventually demaol-
ished, hundreds of innocent
homebuyers could face mass-
ive financial losses — all

because the information was
deliberately kept from them.

“The RI1 Act is meant to
empower citizens, not shield
vested interests. This secrecy
violates not just the law, but
the basic duty of governance”
said Surat-based lawyer Jitesh
Solanki, who has been assist-
ing affected buyers.

Since 2016, the AAl hascon-
ducted seven OLS surveys and
issued notices multiple times.
But theres no publicly dis-
plaved list at Surat Airport, no
press releases, and no civic
awareness effors — despite
the critical nature of the threat
to flight operations and urban
safety

“Are we waiting for a dis-
aster to happen before acting?
The public has a right to know
which buildings pose a
threat” said Ramesh Patel, a
former civic official
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... and will open second
showroomin Delhi’s
Aerocity on Aug 11

Teslalsopening itssecond showroom in India
at the Tesla Experience Centre located in
Aerocity’s Worldmiark 3, near Indira Gandhi
International AIFPOFE in New Delhi. The
invite-only launch event will be held on
August 11, marking the company’s expansion
into the Natdonal Capital Region following the
opening of its first outlet in Mumbal last
month. Teslas first showroom in India
opened on July 15 at Maker Maxity Mall in
Mumbai's Bandra Kurla Complex. Theshow-
room features the imported Model Y, with
the rear-wheel drive variant priced at $54.9
lakh and the long-range version at ¥64.9 lakh
{ex-showroom). BS REPORTER
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Growth in
pax slows
at CSMIA

With 13.6 million
passengers flying from
Mumbai through more
than 82,000 flights, the
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA)
recorded a slow growth
in passenger traffic and
air traffic mevements
in the first quarter of
FY2025-26.

Top int'l travel
regions
Middle East (48%)

Asia-Pacific (30%)
Europe (14%)

Top domestic

destinations
Delhi, Bengaluru and
Kolkata

82,369

Air traffic movements
{ATMs)

989 ATMs

The highest handling
of ATMs recorded on
April 30

3.3%
Growth of
International
ATMs

1.61 lakh

Highest single-day
traffic of passengers
recarded on May 30

New airline partners

Air Astana and Royal
Jordanian Airlines

Network widened to

Porbandar, Gaya and
Amravati

Expanded network

54 international, 67
domestic destinations

Text: Dhairya Gajara
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Kempegowda Airport
unveils 'Rhythm of BLR'

NT Correspondent
BEWNGALURU

Kempegowda International
Airport, Bengaluru (BLR
Afrport) on Monday an-
nounced that it has unveiled
its signature sonic identity
"Rhythmof BLR™

It has been developed in
collaboration  with  sonic
branding experts BrandMu-
sig.

This nunique musical ex-
pression is a central part of
the 'Feels Like BLR' cam-
Fmgu envisioned to trans-

orm the airport from a
transit point into a space
that truly connects with
people.

"Rooted in the melodic
framework of the BLR Air-
port Anthem, composed by
Grammy® Award-winning
artist Padma Ricky Kej,
Rhythm of BLR is a mul-
tisensory  marrative  that
blends tradition with global
influences.

Drawing from Carnatic
sounds like the mandolin
and mridangam, and har-
monised with  Western

acoustic and electric guitars,
piano, and a vibrant sing-
along chorus, the identity
becomes a rich jugalbandi
of heritage and modernity,”
Bangalore International
Airport Ltd (BIAL) said ina
statement.

Hari Marar, Managing Di-
rector and CEQ, BIAL, said,
“Every journey begins and
ends with emotions.

At BLR Airport, we've
always believed that travel
should connect not just plac-
es, but people, feelings, and
memories.

Rhythm of BLR is an ex-
tension of that belief — a
sonic expression of Bengal-
uru's spirit that welcomes
you, comforts vou, and stays
with vou long after you've
left the airport.

"For us, this isn't just a
sound, rather a part of our
identity, a reminder that
voure home, or on vour way
to something special”

"A powerful sonic iden-
tity starts with emotional
clarity” said Rajeev Raja,
founder and Soundsmith,
BrandMusig.
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BJP MP’s remark on Gaya airport triggers row

Neha LM Trigathi

e e T e PR

NEW DELHE A BIP MIs com
phaire thet Gy Irsermictonad Adr
poet’s Uhroe-letter oode "GAY 8
“sociallly mnd culiwaliv offensive”
has sparked backbah from
LGETY) scinviits who sy his
remarks roinlorce  prcjdce
againd the corm rmaan ity

Faha Sabha member Bhim
Singh from Bhar submincd a
wTiEeT Ty &0 Pari e (ues
i winy the Interratonad Ak
Trowegeort Assoceabon (TATA) code
for the Bilar airport romdin i
s when people find i "wrsonem
fortabie™. He sshind whether the
povermment would oonsider
changing & to "5 more respeoful
ol Culturally apgeopriate oo™

and sl o dencline for aow axch

The mirsisiry of civil smviation
sckromiodird Foootuimg semilar
requests in the pa, Minksser of
st for civil avialion Muorlidhar
Mool cxpliained Ehat ihe Sree it
ey condes are assigned by IATA—a
e mscaciation ropresentingg W6
e st urapachy benily er
ports workhwide, vpically wsing
the first ihoree befters of e locs-
thon's naume " Adr Insia bad carfer
appro baed LATA, sevdcing; chunar
of the existing airport code.”
Maohol seid. “However. IATA hus
ooy thal undet the prosy
sorn of Resoburson 7RL asdgned
ieree-lesier codes are comsddienod
permanen and ase ahored anly
lader cwrptamal cioTeiie,
weally imvohine s salefy con

LGBTOQ ACTIVISTS
CONDEMNED BHIM
SINGI'S REMARK,
ARGUING THEAT 1Y
REFLECTED HIS
DEEP-ROOTED
PREJUDICE

corra” The nesponee dind met elabs
earic o witen Adr Inadi masde the
regquest or whe were the oy
ervtithen.

LGBTD activists condetinad
Shigh's charactertaion of the
code as offcnaive, arguing i
reflocts decp-romtod  pecjdios
rahey than lkegitimase cumeral
OO,

Arvined Narain an LGETD

acitvist, podnged 1o the Sugremc
Coust's X488 rulmg ihat decrami
ralisod sarme-sen rokstonsdips
and rovoinised LCETIN persors”
right 1o dgnity. “The memiber’s
description of us s irramorsl stripe.
S commrmani®y of digily.” he-sosd,
“They meod n-ediucute thermsches
that as per the Supresne Court.
whal powerns s ol personal
oty bt oorsi ol mors
iy, He should spedogise o the
CONTETIATIRLY.

Hajesh Srinivas. amother
LEBT) activist, desomissed the
need fior anny chanmge. ~The alrport
ounle dowes ol Qe A xn
theye & moching culvrally insp-
progeiate st |t The dsoomion
with the torm deves from deoply

propatsr
Sharwnathl Senthil Kuwmas, 2

counsclling peachoksgst and
diversity advocaie who has
worked in mental boalth and
sl sectons. oaled Singthy's fram-
g, “derply concorming”

“That the teren GAY b being
labsclied as offersive. culturally
Eappropriatr, oF oven ansalk
reflects how de roctod the
STiggri gt L0 « poopie
il b i il

W e book at how the quedr
CONTETRETETY &5 pororrved i bndias,
we sl have a ong way o po
There i a lack of swarcnen. (Ta
word] b cormiienod off crbee e
iy avoiding it doosn't help. Ooe
wary forwand s oo confront and
mbdrews it mther than shy awey
froem i, The quacstion rabsod b abo
g i el disexthon,” peaycho-
therapeed Vidya Denadouran sakd
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Airports on high alert
after inputs of threats

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security has placed all
Indian airports on maximum alert
following intelligence inputs
warning of potential threats from
terrorists or “anti-social elements”
between September 22 and Octo-
ber 2, 2025.

The civil aviation ministry’s
security wing issued the advisory
on August 4, directing immedi-
ate enhanced surveillance meas-
ures across all aviation installa-
tions including airports, air-
strips, helipads, flying schools
and training institutes. “Recent
inputs from the central security
agency indicate a potential
threat from anti-social elements
or terrorist groups,” the BCAS
advisory stated, calling for
heightened security to “avoid
any untoward incident.”

Security personnel have been
instructed to maintain round-the-
clockmaximum alert status while
increasing patrolling across termi-
nals, parking areas, perimeter
zones and other vulnerable loca-
tions. Airports must also
strengthen cityside security meas-
ures in coordination with local
police forces. The directive
extends to aircraft operators, both
domestic and international, who
must ensure rigorous security
controls for all cargo and mail
before loading onto commercial

aircraft. Enhanced screening
measures for mail parcels apply to
both domestic and international
shipments across all stations.

Airport authorities must
strictly verify identification for
all staff, contractors and visitors,
with any unauthorised access to
be immediately reported and
denied. All CCTV systems
require continuous operational
monitoring, with suspicious
behaviour or unattended objects
demanding immediate response.
BCAS has mandated close liaison
with local police, the Central
Industrial Security Force, Intelli-
gence Bureau and other relevant
agencies, ensuring prompt intel-
ligence sharing amongst stake-
holders.

Passengers will be advised to
report suspicious activities and
unattended luggage, with periodic
announcements made where
deemed appropriate. Emergency
response teams and protocols
must be reviewed and activated,
with quick drills or briefings con-
ducted where feasible, the advi-
sory stated.

Airport directors must convene
special Airline Passenger Service
Committee meetings, advising all
agencies to implement precau-
tionary measures preventing
unlawful interference with civil
aviation operations. Regional
BCASdirectors will ensure imme-
diate special meetings across air-
ports within their jurisdiction,
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India emerges as world’s 5th
biggest aviation market: IATA

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: India emerged as
the world's fifth biggest aviation
market, handling 241 million
passengers, while Mumbai-
Delhi was one of the busiest
airport pairs in 2024, accord-
ing to data released by global
airlines’ grouping IATA.

The International Airport
Transport Association (IATA),
which represents around 350
airlines, on Monday released
the latest edition of the World
Air Transport Statistics {WATS)
for 2024.

India saw 211 million air
passengers last year, a growth of
11.1 per cent compared to 2023,
ahead of Japan, which handled
205 million passengers with
an annual rise of 18.6 per cent.

“The US remains the world's
biggest aviation market with
876 million passengers in 2024
on the strength of its domestic
market, growing 5.2 per cent
year-on-year.

“China was the second-big-
gest passenger market, with 741
million passengers, a growth of
18.7 per cent compared to 2023,
it said in a release.

While India stond at the Sth
place, the UK at the 3rd spot
(261 million passengers) and
Spain at the 4th position (241
million). The figures include
all international and domestic
passengers departing or arriv-
ing in each country.

Among the top 10 airport
pairs, Mumbai-Delhi was the
7th busiest, carrying 5.9 mil-
lion passengers in 2024,

“Asia Pacific dominated the

India saw 211
million passengers
last year, a growth
of 11.1% against
2023, ahead

of Japan

ranking for the world's busiest
airport pairs, with Jeju-Seoul
(CJU-GMP) the most popular
route globally, with 13.2 million
passengers flying between the
two airports in 2024.

“In the top 10, only one
airport pair — Jeddah-Riyadh
(JED-RUH) — was not in the
Asia Pacific region," IATA said.

As per the grouping, inter-
national premium class travel --
business and first class -- grew
11.8 per cent, outpacing growth
in global economy travel of 11.5
per cent. In 2024, the total num-
ber of international premium
class travellers was 116.9 mil-
lion or 6 per cent of the total
international passengers.

“Leading the regions in
terms of percentage growth was

Asia Pacific with a year-on-year
growth of 22.8 per cent, with 21
million premium passengers
-- although it was outpaced in
growth by economy class pas-
senger numbers, up 28.6 per
cent to 500.8 million.

“Growth in premium travel
exceeded economy class travel
in Europe, Latin America, the
Middle East and North Amer-
ica. Europe remained the largest
market for international pre-
mium travel, with 39.3 million
premium passengers, while pre-
mium travellers as a percentage
of all travellers were highest in
the Middle East at 14.7 per cent,”
IATA said.

Last year, narrow-body
planes of Boeing and Airbus
were among the most used ones.

Boeing’s B737 alone flew
10 million flights with 2.4 tril-
lion Available Seat Kilometres
(ASKs) in 2024. “This was fol-
lowed by the Airbus A320 with
7.9 million flights and 1.7 tril-
lion ASKs and the Airbus A321
with 3.4 million flights and 1.1
trillion ASKs," it said. ASK isan
indicator of capacity.
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2 pilots grounded after
flight carrying CM lands
at wrong runway in Raj

RAJESH ASMANI o laigma

Achartered Dight carrving Ra
jasthan Chief Minister Bhagan
1al Sharma from Delhl to Phal-
odi mistakenly landed on the
wrong runway on July 31, 225
The Falcon- 2K aircralt was
scheduled to Land at the Indian
Air Foree Station in Phalodi.
but due to pllot error; (1 instcad
touched down on the civil alr
strip in Phalodi town

The Directorste General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
launched an ingquiry into the
incident and grounded both pi
lots pending investigation. The
Ineident ocourred armound 3 pm,
shortly after the Chiel Minis
ter’s departure from Delhi

Theaircrat wasmeant
toland at amilitary air-  SSSSS

base located In a re-
stricted zone, but the 38
pilots mistakenly ap-
proached the nearby -
clv il airstrip, about ve
kilometers away. Realising
the error immediately after
landing. they look off again
am redirected the plane to the
designated alrbase.

While the situation did not
lesd to any major mishap, it has
raised serions comcer ns abowt
aviation safety and procedural
lapses, According to DGCA

Visual resemblance
between 2 airstrips

Sources confirmed that the
distance between the civil alrstrip
and the Alr Force Station in
Phalodi i roughly five to ten
klometres, but the striking viswal
resemblance between the two
caused the pllots to arr, The DGCA
Istreating the matter serlously
and is examining procedures te
prevent similar incdents in the
futume, sources added.

sources, the conflsion likely
stemmed from the similar geo
graphical orientation and lay-
owt of the two airsirips. Both
the civil and military runways
In Phalodl share striking
. structural similarities,
R which may have led to
the misjudgment.
It also emerged thai
the pilots were not pro-
vided with sufficlent in
formation about the two
airstrips during the pre-
flight briefing
Experts say such incldents
highlight the urgent need to
strengthen pre-Dight protoeols,
especinlly when two landing
sites exist in proximity. The
charter company has voluntar
1y reported the mistaken Land-
ing to the DGCA
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Gay is not acceptable to
Gaya and Bihar

PHESS TRUST OF INDIA

A BJIP member in Rajya Sabha has raiged concesns aboul
'GAY" &4 the IATA identifier cade bor Gaya internationsl
nirpart in Biher In response, Minister of State for vl
Awiatian Murdidhar Mahaol in & written reply said the
three-letter sirpor codes onte astigned are condidered
permanent and are altered only under exceptional
tircurnstances, usually invabing air safety concerms_ The
theee-letler sirpart codes, also known &4 BTA location
identifiers, are assigned by the Internatians] Air
Tranapart Asiodiation [1ATA) to faidlitste identilication of
nirports acrods varows trivel-relsted systems and

presied These codes are generally 2asigned using the
irst three letiers of the kocation’s name where the
nirport is situated, Mohol said.

He alia mentianed that requests for changing the
tode of Gaya have been received in the past by the
Ministey of Civill Avistion snd Arpars Authority of India
"LATA bocation codes are primarily intended lor
commercial airline apemtions and are Bsued at the
request af airline operators_ &ir India hed eadier
approathed |ATA seeking change ol the existing airpont
todle. Howeves, IATA has conveyed that under the
provisions of IATA Resolution 783, sisigned thies-leiisr
oty wire considensd pesmanent and are afered only
under enceplional dncumatences, usually involbsing air
salety concemns,” Mohol said.

The minisler's responies were Lo gueried lrom BIP
member Bhim Singh on whether it is a fact that the Gaya
international sirporl’s code is "GAY', which people
tonsider sacially and culturally offensive snd
uncormbarishbe. He also asked whether the govermmem
i« eongidering changing the code name "GAY' ta & more
respectiil and cullurally appropiiste code.
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INDIGO BREAKS GROUND WITH
INDIA'S LARGEST MRO FACILITIES
AT BENGALURU AIRPORT

IndiGo, Indis's argest and maost p-rt!:rr:d airlire, marksd
a signilicant milestone todey as it officially commenced
construction of a world-class Maintsnancs, Repair and
Owerhaul (MRO) facility at Eempegowds Inlernationsl
Airport, Bengeluiu. The ground breaking ceremony
{Bhaomi Poojan) wes sttended by key Govemment
ﬁ;anil.l.rru' anl senior leadership lrom the avistion
industry. Among the distinguished quests were M
Gunjan Krishna, WS, Commistioner - Indissiries,
Gowemment of Kamalaka, Pieter Elber, CEQ, IndiGo; Hari
Marar, CEQ, BIAL |sidre Porquerss, [0, IndiGa;, Satyaki
Reghunath, CO0, BIAL; snd Parichay Dutls, SVP -
Enginesring, IndiGe. The MRO lacifity, which will span 31
acres of land allocated by Bangalare International Kirport
Lid [BlALY i6 v#f 1o become ane of Indias lergest. Omee
operstional by early 2028, it will leature wp to 12 bays
wilh the ility to senice both nesrow-body and wide-
bty d.i.ll'.:f— a significant leap from the combined
tapacity of IndiGe’s exiting MROS in Dedhi and
Bengaluru. "This project reinforces our commitment 1o not
only growing our operational base in Bengalun — ane of
our lengest hubs with ewer 200 daily llights - bul also ko
building & futire-ready svistion ecodystem in India” wid
Fieter Elbers, CEQ of IndiGo. “With this Eacility, we aim o
ersure quickes turnaround times, improved cost
plitimnciey, and enhanced aircealt svailsbility far our
rapidly growing fleet” The develapment is ar!-ﬂ expetled
1o generabe over & thowsand new jobs across varows rales
intluding engineers and lechnicans, strengthening the
reqionsl ecnomy and advancing Indig's vision of
becoening & self-reliant aviation hub. The new MRD

praject lollows the signing of an Mol) between IndiGa

ared BIAL in May 2025, demanstrating owifl execdtion and
strategic planning.
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Gaya’s GAY airport
code sparks unease
but can't be altered

Gaya: From Gvan to Gaya to GAY —
the spiritual city’s airport code has
stirred unease, but it'snot changing.
Junior civil aviation minister Mur-
lidhar Mohaol informed RS Tuesday
that the three-letter code assigned to
Gava international airport cannot
be altered unless it poses a threat
to aviation safety — which, he said,
it does not, reports Abdul @adir,
“Onee a code is issued, it is not
changed and any exception to it can
bemade if the code offers threat toair
safety” Mohol said in a written reply,
ruling out a request by a BJP MP to
seek a more “neutral” alternative,
GAY was allotted based on IATA
norms, which typically draw on the
first three letters of the airport’s ge-
ographiclocation. It has been in offi-
cial use since Sept 30, 2011, when the
first regular Al flight began operat-
ing the Gaya-Varanasi-Delhiroute.
The code has caused discomfort
among locals and flyers. Gaya-based
fiction writer Sanjay Sahay said: “I
always felt embarrassed while book-
ingair tickets for my hometown.”
International flichts from cities
like Bangkok, Yangon and Thimphu
operate from Gaya between Oct and
March, alongside domestic carriers
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MUMBALI, DELHI SEE SLUGGISH PASSENGER TRAFFIC
SOUTHERN AIRPORTS OUTPERFORM APRIL-JUNE

During the first quarter of the current
financial year (April to June), airports across =
north India recorded sluggish growth in
passenger traffic. This slowdown was driven >
by a combination of factors, including
regional airspace restrictions, geopolitical
conditions, temporary airspace closures in
the Middle East, and a dip in passenger
sentiment due to recent aviation incidents

DELHI & MUMBAI ore

» Delhi, the busiest

Indian airport was AIRPORTS

the worst hit with a IN THE SOUTH

1.2% drop in Bengaluru registered

passenger traffic a9.6% rise in

» Mumbai airport passenger traffic in

handled over the first quarter, while

13.6 million Hyderabad had an

passengers in the 18% growth e

Apr-June period. It was — MI.IMBI o

a year-on-year growth INTERNATIONAL

of merely 1.1% PASSENGER TRAFFIC » The highest single-day passenger traffic

Bengaluru was on May 30, with 161,603 passengers
4.5% . » It handled 82,369 flights ar air traffic
Mumbai movements (ATMs) in Q1 FY 2025-26
Faid 15% ATM growth
. 29% Hyderabad " 2025-26 82,369

It was domestic : | 2024-25 81,294
passenger traffic that ]
brought down the 2023-24 77118
numbers, with Delhi
registering a dip of ,.)_ N
2.7% and Mumbai a 1'3% m

Year-on-Year: | 2025-26 | 2024-25

decline of 0.1%
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Was doing my job: SpiceJet
staffer thrashed by officer

SRINAGAR, ATNGUST §
Mudastr Ahmud Khan, the
Spicedet employee who has
been bedradden due toalleged
ossault by an Amry officer at
Snnagar airporl. sabd he was
targeted for dong his work
honestly  He sought stem
oction agunst the acoused W
prevernt sich incdents

Four emplovees of the air-
line were allegedly assailt
ed by Lieutenant Colonel
RK Singh on July 26 after
KEhon had asked the Army
officer 10 pay charges lor
corrving extra cabin bag
gage according Lo the norms
set by Smeedet.

“1 saw this man was caory-
1ng two cabin bags and asked
him to stand aside = that
they could be weighed.
Apninst an allowanee of 7 kg
per piece of cobin baggage,

this man was carrying two
which weighed 16 kg,” Khan
suid at his home i Stinagar
where he has been bound (o
his bed after suffenng a
spinal indliry

FKhan smd he asked the off
cer to pay for extra baggage
bt b sk haved with him
and other colleagues befone
tuming violent, “He hit me
with the bag, be punched me
and skpped me tll blood
gtarted ooing  from  my
mouth and nose. Then | firdl
unemecious, Later 1 saw n
the videos that he was not
allwang anyone toeven pick
me up. He even assaulied
foiiremplovees.” he sasd

Khan said be only stopped
the officer o5 o part of his
duty. He demanded thet the
erring officer be pimished
for his violent acts, — PT1
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India fifth-biggest aviation
market, saw211 mnflyers

SHEKHAR SINGH

TR P L
NEW DELIL, MIGUST 4
Indin continued #s  sharp
acenl in globnl sviation mnk-
g in 2024 wathistrong prowth
n beth domestic ond miermi
tionalar trerved, sooomdingto the
Latest World Arr Transport Sta
tistien (WATS) medessed by the
Intermathonnl Air  Transpoit
Assorintion (IATAN

The anniial statteheal digest
oompiled from over 240 adr-
bnes  workdwide, offers &
sweeping view of industry per
formance oo passenga
demind, cirgo  metrics, o
craft utiksation amd Pnancial
hestlth, Orieof the biggest take-

West Asiatopsin
premium ravellers

owiys this year: preomum
class abr trweel, fiest and biis-
ness dass, prew by 118 per
cent globally, shghtly aheod of
coonongyclass prowthi(L Lo per
cent), meflechng a post-poan
de=mie appetite for | usairy and
comfont inthe shies,

Indin emerged as the Gfth
larpest ar passengor market,
with 211 million possengers in
2024, ariseol 111 percenl com-
e tor the previows vear, The
country i sits behind only
the US{ETEmilbon), China (M1

milbonl, the UK (261 milbon)
and Spun (241 million),
cementing 1= status as one of
the [Estest-prowing aviabion
market in the world

A ey trend haghlighted 1n
the mpot was the global
resurgence of premium-class
travel. Of the 105 billion bnter
notional passengers flown in
2024 1169 millkn, aboit 5x
per oent ogrted for first or bus
ness dass, The West Asi
recorded the highest propor-
ton of premiim trevellers,
with 14,7 per cent of all fiyers
choosng upseale  cabins,
while Europe metained its
dominance with 393 million
PREmULET (RS SEnEETs
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Strengthening state finances

States must focus on their own revienue

A recent report by Crisll showed that India's 18 lasgest states, which together -
count for over 90 per cent of the country’s gross state domestic produoct (GSDF,
afe projected o see 5 revenwe growth rate of 70 per cent in 2005-26, up from 6.6
per cent Ln 2024-25. Aggregate revenues are expected o touch T4otrillion, driven
Eargely by steady goods and services tax (GST) callecthon, robust growth In exciss
on liguor, and fmproved central transfers. Petrolewm tax collection, however, con-
times 1o lag with subdued 2 per cent growth.

Clearhy, this is a reassuring sken of stabiliny In srste finances againsta challeng-
Ing global and domestic economic backdrop, creaning fiscal space for increasing
capital outlay. However, it also highlights deeper structural lssues. Revenine growth
reming below the decadal sverage of 10 per cent, and mos sates continoe o nely
heavily on transfers from the Union government. From 2005-16 i 2024-25, central
transfers sccounted for 23 te 30 per cent of state revenues, relatlve to 20-24 pes
cent bn tive 2000s and early 20005 AL the same thme, centmal grants comprised 65-
7o per cent of the non-tay revenue of states In the kst decada, compared to 55-65
per cent earfier. This kag-term trend underscores both the incressing role of the
Cantre and the narrowing scope of states 1o independently boost thelr finances.
A report by PRS Legislative Research showed that, in 2024-25, states were esti-
muated to have raised 58 per cent of thelr revenue recedpis from own ax and non-
ax sources, while 42 per cent was estimated 1o have come from the devalution ol
central taxes s granes from the Centre.

Orverall, as the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Report on State Finances 1023-24
had noted, the aggregate debt-to-GDP ratlo of states stood af 28 5 per cent, exoeed-
Iy the 20 per cent Hmir set by the Flscal Responsibilicy and Budget Management
Raview Committes. The data suggests that af all etates and Union Tesritores, 12
e their debe-to-GEDP ratio higher than 35 per cent in 2023-24, while armund 24
had their debt above 20 per cent. Mevertheless, states have done betier than the
Centre, harring a few outiers. Severalstates havwe Improved ransparency in bodgst-
Ing. entanced eficlency in sockal-sector delivery, and pricritised capital expendi-
rure. In Eact, most states have demonstrated a faly degree of fiscal prudenos. They
have by and large adhered m the Flscal Responsibiliny and Budger Management
nmorms, keeping their fiecal deficits around 3 per cent of GSDP. The consalldated
groas frecal deficit of states fell from an average of 4.3 per cent of GDP during the
period 1998-59 10 2003-04 1027 percent of GDP during 2004-05 (0 2023-24.

Howevet, there 8 a need for strengthening state-govesnment finances. Re-
forming GET comypiliance is an urgent prioring. States st also expand digical rev-
e tracking and plsg lealceges in property tax and wser charges. Concurrently,
the Centre must ensure timely and predicrable rransfers, partbeularly through Fi-
mance Commission-recommended grans, which help address horizontal inibal-
ances. There is also considerable friction between states and the Centre on the
larter's uwse of cesses and surcharges, which are not shared with states. The in-
creased dependence on cesses and surcharges disors the fiscal halance berween
states and the Unbon, which should be avodded.
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DGCA suspends Akasa
examiner over lapses

DEERAK PATEL
e D, 5 st

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has suepended one of Akass
Adr’s designated examiners (DEL) for gix
months over alleged violation of rules
during a pilol skill l=<t. Birstiness Snan-
dard has kearnt.

“Suspension of DE approval of Capt
Kourmal Khajuria is heveby ardered for a
period of six (06) months, efective from
the date of this order,” the order dated
July 3 read. The action folbowed a
fommial compiaint by Akasa's Directar of
Training, Captain Sewak Singh Khasa,
amd was baged on fixlings from a per-
womal hearing and detailed eview of a
check sesgion condicted by Khajuria.

The negulstor found ségmilicant
procedural devialions during the skill
test of @ traines pilol, Caplain Sanjesy
Panwar, conducts] by Ehsjuria. It
declared the test “mill and void™ and
directed a retest by a qualified examiner
under the ohservation of a [ype-rated
Flight Operations Inspector (FOT).

The DGCA said, “"Captain Kunal Kha-
jiaria i hereby warned Lo adbers o the
regulatory compliances and regulatory
siamelands in fulure”

Bafore he can resume examines
dhuties, Khajiarss must undergoa manda-
tory Designated Examiner Indoctring-
tion Course and 8 standandisition check

Rising trouble

m Pracedural deviations found during
558 test of traines pikat

Tt declared *null and void” and o
retedt derected

B Suspedion comes a5 airling
witmessed high-fevil departuress
during the last few months

= Alorsa's rel oSS sunged amid rising
employes, maintenance, forex and
airpart eodls

with a DGCA-approved FOL, it men-
tinned. Akasy Air did not respond Lo
Bimipess Standords queries on this
oriafler

Abasa Alr's standalone net loss
surged 187 per cent 1o ¥1.983 crarein the
Enamcial year 2025 (Frzs), amid rising
emploves, mainlenance ami airpar
costs, alang with foney losces

Moreaver, The airfine has Wit edsed a

stringg ol ldgh-level deépartuns diaring
the Lask [ew months. Vice president {in-
flight services) Ajit Blagehasdani
recenily resigned toa.

In Moy, three other senior executives,
Rishabh Dev (hesd af long 1érm aper-
atiors and strategy], Amol Mane {vice
president, aircmfl acquisition and leas-
g, annd Vinset Mishoo (deputy geneml
T, calering) were either beaving or
sarving nolios-period.

Akaen’s fleel expansion, too, has
slowed due to delayed deliveries from
Boeitig.

From 36 weskly dightsin August 2003,
the aifdine grew rapidly to 943 by Jume
2023 However, in the two yeirs since, it
has added oily 25more weekly Oights, a
madest 13,2 per cenl growth, reaching
1,070 services by June 20035,

Of the 226 Boeing 737 MAX aircrall it
has ardered, st 30 have jonsd the Dest,
with only six sdded in the post 17 months

This detay has lefi a large portion of its
pillot workforos underdtilised. While the
airline currently has 775 pilots, anly 78
per centare Mying, though Akasa expects
full utilisation by the end of the vear.

Despite Hede sothacks, Akas malh-
tains that its financial performance is
ali e wiith f1S long-leroistmlegy.

“Running an aidine is a basiness of
fxed costs and needs soame scale before
we tum profitable” 3 spokespersan said
i Juidie
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Indian Airlines Seek Fair Play as Europe Squeezes Slots

IndiGo flights to Amsterdam facing uncertainty; govt engaging with delegations from European countries for level-playing field, say officials

Arindam Majumder

MNew Delhi: Indian airlines kave cal-
led for retaliatory action by authori-
ties as they face hurdles o access
slots at major airports such as Ams-
terdam and Heathrow in London,

Leading carriers such as IndiGo
and Adr Indis ssid this is hirdering
thielr abllity o fully wtilse Oving
rights granted to them. Internatio-
nal fAyving rights between two na-
tions are allocated on a bilateral re
clprocal basts by the governments to
thisir respective alrlines.

IndiGo's flight to Amsterdam is fa-
cing uncertainty as i1s request for
slots in winter s yet to be approved
bwrairport authorities there. Theair-
linee launched s Mumbsl-Amster-
dam Night last month amd has anne
uneed plans to increase it to 5ix
flights per week from Sepiember:

While Duich Aag carrier KLM
fies 21 Nights per week to Delhi,

Mumbai and Bemgalury, IndiGo
and Alr India are able to operate
only 10 Nights to the Netherlands,
industry officials said

"Despite an open-sky agreement
botwoen the two countries which
allows airlines tolaunch unlimited

:‘lu;h;:-. it I= _'lhu
Dutc CArriers
| K

INsIg

which are get-
ting the benellt
t of this," an offi-
cial at an Indian
alrline sald on

mﬁu condition af
fastest-growing  A0OTYLY: “Tho
aviation markets, COVErnmentshio-
india's int'1routes  1ld curtail
havelongbeen  [ights for KLM
dominated by g0 that there is s
Toreigncarriers  level-playing 0

eld hetween the

twoeouniries.”
KLM ean fly to multiple Indian
rities, while Amsterdam's Schip-
hol Ajrport & the only option for

Rough Weather
INOLAH | F3 Alrfines

= et
ry action by indian
Auihorities

Indian carriers as other alrports
Im Holland rarely handle wide-bo
dy aireraft, hesaid

And the Dutch government is
Now preparing to impoese a cap on
annual fNight movements at
Schiphol starting November as
part of an effort to reduce noise
pollution. The plan would Limit

Indian Garriess
A K | Howedonyio
HLM Mights o Netheriands
operaies
2 weekly | Sofisuesako #

affect Indian . &5
carmiars at Heathrow

Schiphol to 478,000 lights per ye-
ar, down from the current S0, 000

Airport Coordination Netherlands
(ACKL), which allots slots at Schip-
hal airport, sald the probability for
airlines to launch new flights or in-
credse operations is low because of
the capacity reduction

“For winter "25 season, no slots

are allocated at this moment to In:
diGo,” Hupgo Thomassen, means-
ging director of ACNL, told ET In
response to a query, “To allocate
slotstoairlines on the waitlist, first
slots must be returned fo the siot
ponl by other airlines. Therefore,
wir cannol provide any indication
for IndiGo (and other airlines) to
obtainslots for winter 25,

In 2023, Alr India also had to halt
bookings for its light=s to Amster-
dam as the carrier was unable to
grtslos. They were later restored
after multiple negotiations bet-
ween the Indian and Netherlands
Eovermment

Indinn cartiers are also fckng a
challenge o get shots ot London He
athrow airport.

Govermment officials sald they are
engaging with delegations from the-
se countries to provide a level-play-
e fleld to lndian nirlines,

The new challenge comes at g time
whien lesding Indinn careiers have

charted aggressive  intermational
expansion plins

While a revised alr service agree-
mient in 223 allowed airlines from
both sides to increass Nights from
Inekian cities to Heathrow airport
[roim 56 to 70 per week, Indian airli-
s galid slot constradnt at Headth-
row doesn't allow them to expand
even as they intend to launch more
Mighits to Londan.

“We can only tnke advantage of
this new agreement if Heathrow air-
port gives s more slots,” said an ex-
scutiveo] an Indian antine

The airlines have requested the go
vernment (o intervens o ensure
nenw slots, the personadded.

While Air India operates 31 we-
ekly fMlights to Heathrow, IndiGa
has also announced plans o
launeh from October.

Heathrow allows an airline tolease
ur buy slots from other countries, it
comes it a high price, increasing the
costof operations
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Lufthansa not to
buy stake in Spain's
Air Evropad
LUFTHANSA HAS
ABANDOMED its planto bid
for a stake In Spanizh airine
Air Europa, a spokespersan
for the German grouwp sad
on Teesday, only a wesk
after Air France-KLM
announced it was aso
dropping out afthe
process, That leaves Turkish

Airlines as the only known
remaining biclder
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@ DGCA’s safety
audit findings

AS PART OF its annual audit of the
country’s airlines, the Directorate
Generalof Civil Aviation (DGCA)
uncovered 51 safetyviolationsat
Air India during the pastyear.The
findings come amid renewed
scrutiny of theairline after the
tragiccrash of its Al 171 flight
from Ahmedabad to London in June,
where 260 people losttheir lives—
although the auditwas not related
totheincident.

According to Reuters, 51 safety
lapseswere found in the Julyaudit,
“including lack of adequate
training for some pilots, use of
unapproved simulatorsand a poor
rostering system.” Among these,
seven safety-related lapses were
ofthe highest level. Within
the Air India Group, Vistara had
ten Level 1 lapses while Air India
Express had two Level 1 lapses.
Inthe Level 2 category, the group
had 74 violations, of which 44 were

say about Air India

What 51 safetylapses kil

CRITICAL LAPSES
BYAIRINDIA, 10 BY
VISTARAAND 2 BY
AIR INDIA EXPRESS

by Air India, Beleaguered aircarrier Air India has experienced yet another INTHE PAST
Findings are classified as Level 1 setbackas the aviation watchdog flagged 51 safety lapsesin ONEYEAR

(significant safety issues requiring ’ . 3 A S

st sarnectimaition) ortaval the past year. Whilea higher lapse count is normal for large ACROSS AIRLINES,

2 (less urgent but still notable gapsin | carriers, several of these violations are critical lapses requiring =~ THEAUDITFOUND

documentation or procedure : 3 : = S = 263 LAPSES,

adherence) breaches. immediate corrective measures, explains Anwvitii Rai e
AIRTOPPING

THE LIST

e Kinds of violations mentioned in theaudit report

ACCORDING TOA Reuters report, officials
said they found"recurrent training gaps”
for some unspecified Boeing 787and 777
pilots, saying they had not completed their
monitoring duties —where they don't fly
but observe functioning of instruments in
the cockpit - ahead of mandatory periodic  simulators that did not meet qualification
evaluations. The newsagency,whichsaid it  standards."This mayaccount to non-

FINANCIAL EXPRESS Wed, 06 August 2025

RELAD TE LEAD

had seen thereport, said officials wrotein
their report that AirIndia did not do
"proper route assessments"for some so-
called Category Cairports —which may
have challenging layouts orterrain — and
conducted training for such airfields with

FINE ON AIR INDIA

considerationof safetyrisks during
approaches to challenging airports,"the
DGCAauditreport said as per Reuters.

vy Gl IMPOSED BY DGCA
Further,it said no chief pilots were
assigned for Airbus A320and A350 fleet. IN 2024 FOR
The report noted that"door checks and VARIOUS
equipment checks"showed inconsistency VIOLATIONS

with procedures.

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/77896828

e Howdid other airlines fare

ACROSS AIRLINES, THE audit found 263
lapses in total. Other aidineswith notable
findings included Alliance Air(57),
Ghodawat Star (41),Quick]et(35),
IndiGo (23),and Spicefet (14).
Addressing the questionof safety
standards at vadous aidines, the DGCA
said that forairlines with extensive
operations and large fleet sizes, a higher
numberofaudit findings is entirely

normal.“The quantum and scale of their
activities meanthat such observations
reflect the breadth and depth of their
operations ratherthan any unusual
lapse AirIndia has nearly 30 0aircraft,
while IndiGohas 419 aircraftin its fleet.
Spicefet has 19 aircraftin service,

Air India'’s fleetincludes 34 Boeing 787 s
and 23 Boeing 77 7s,according to
Flightradar24 website.

e What's the next
step forAirIndia

AIRLINES ARE FORMALLY notified after
each audit,and are required to submit
timely compliance reports specifying
the corrective actions taken. These are
considered during the next audit eycle.
Air India had to fix the seven Level 1
breaches by July 30, whileits 44 Level 2
violations have to be resolved by August
23.AirIndia has acknowledged the
audit findings, indicated that it is fully
cooperating with DGCA, and has
highlightedits transparency during the
audit process.

In the aftermath of the investigation
that followed the June crash(separate
from the annual audit),the aviation
watchdog issued four show-cause
notices (dated July 23)addressing 29
systemicviolations, towhichan Air
India spokesperson responded,“We will
respond within the stipulated period
and remain committed tothe safety of
our crew and passengers.” Air India has
seenseveral compliance hiccups—in
2023,13 fabricated spot-check reports
came in from multiple stations during
an internal audit,and in 2024, the
DGCA issued fines of around 98 lakh
forallowing flights to operate with non-
qualified crew,among otherviolations.

e International
norms & India

THE INTERNATIONAL CIVIL Aviation
Organisation (ICAO)issues an Effective
Implementationscore,whichincludes
various aspects like legislation,
organisation, licensing, operations,
airworthiness, accident investigation,
airnavigation services,etc. When the
DGCA was last audited by the ICAO(in
2022),the overall score was 85.65%,
up from 69.95%in 201 8. The national
score was also higherthanthe global
average inall of the eight categories
covered under ICAQ’s Universal Safety
Oversight Audit Programme.

Additionally, the US’ Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA),regarded as the
foremost global aviationregulator,
conducted anauditofthe DGCAin
October 2021 and retained India’s
Category 1 status underits
international aviation safety
assessment programme, signifying that
Indian airlines meet international
standardsand allowing them to operate
or expand services to the US.

The DGCA’s annual safetyaudit
(called the Annual Surveillance Plan)
assessesairline compliance across
operational and safety domains,
adhering to global best practices.
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INDIA EMERGES AS WORLD'S 5TH
BIGGEST AVIATION MARKET: JATA

HEW DELHI
——

India emerged as the worlds
fifth biggest aviation market,
handling 241 million passen-
gers, while Mumbai-Delhi was
one of the busiest airport
pairs in 2024, according to
data released by global air-
lines’ grouping IATA.

The International Airport
Transport Association (LATA),
which represents around 350
airlines, on Monday released
the latest edition of the World
Air  Transport  Statistics
(WATS) for 2024,

India saw 211 million air
passengers last vear, a growth
of 111 per cent compared to
2023, ahead of Japan, which
handled 205 million passen-
gers withan annual rise of 186
per cent.

“The US remains the
world's biggest aviation mar-
ket with 876 million passen-
gers in 2024 on the strength of

its domestic market, growing
5.2 per cent year-on-year.

“China was the second-big-
gest passenger market, with
741 million passengers, a
growth of 187 per cent com-
pared to 20237 it said in a
release.

While India stood at the 5th
place, the UK at the 3rd spot
(261 million passengers) and

Spain at the 4th position {241
million).

The figures include all
international and domestic
passengers departing or arriv-
ing in each country.

Amaong the top 10 airport
pairs, Mumbai-Delhi was the
7th busiest, carrving 5.9 mil-
lion passengers in 2024

“Asia Pacific dominated the
ranking for the world's busiest
airport pairs, with Jeju-Seoul
[CJU-GMP) the most popular
route globally, with 13.2 mil-
lion  passengers  flying
between the two airports in
2024,
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'6 aircraft engine stm;m incidents so far’
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Insurance for domestic, overseas
flights under separate laws: Govt

Dheer Chawla
letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The ministry of civil
aviation said that insurance cov-
erage for domestic and interna-
tional air passengers is governed
by separate legal instruments.

Replying to a question by
CPL{M) MP John Brittas in the
Rajya Sabha on Monday, civil
aviation minister Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu, clarified that
insurance for domestic flights is
regulated under the Carriage by
Air Act, 1972, whereas interna-
tional flights are governed by the
Montreal Convention, 1999, to
which India is a signatory. The
provisions of the Convention
have been incorporated into the
same Act through specific
clauses.

The statement further noted

that both frameworks prescribe
liability limits for compensation
in cases of death, bodily injury,
delay in carriage, or destruction,
loss, or delay of baggage. Air-
lines are required to maintain
insurance to adequately cover
their liability for both domestic
and international operations.

The exact amount of maxi-
mum payouts, benefit types, and
policy conditions are based on
individual arrangements
between the airline and its
insurer. The requirement for
maintaining such coverage is
ensured by the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
through the Civil Aviation
Requirements (CAR), which are
followed while issuing Air Oper-
ator Certificates to Indian carri-
ers.

The Monireal Convention,

1998, is an international treaty
that standardises rules relating
to the liability of airlines in cases
of death, injury, baggage loss,
and delays during international
air travel. It replaced earlier
frameworks like the Warsaw
Convention and aims to ensure
uniformity and greater protec-
tion for passengers.

In India, the Carriage by Air
Act, 1972, governs the legal
framework for air transporta-
tion. It applies to domestic
flights. The act sets liability lim-
its for various scenarios, includ-
ing bodily injury, loss or damage
to baggage, and flight delays.
‘While the Montreal Convention
governs international flights,
domestic operations fall under
national provisions within the
same Act, enforced by Indian
authorities like the DGCA.
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ONUS TO ENSURE DECORUM
ON PASSENGERS & AIRLINES

HE shocking incident of a senior army aofficer as-

sanlting four Spicelet staffers at Srinagar airport

deserves to be condemnead, The episode refocuses the

nation’s attention on passenger rage as well as airline

staff behaviour, The incident was reportedly trig-
gered by a pre-boarding argument between Spicedet staff-
ers and an officer carryving more than twice the weight
allowed for cabin baggage. The officer, Lt Col Ritesh Knmar
Singh, posted at the High Aldmde Warfare School in Gul
marg. was on his way to Delhi on flight SG-386 on emer
gency leave when the incident took place. It has been al
loged that after assanlting the staff, Singh rushed through
ihe board ing gate without completing the formalites man
dated by regulations--a gross violation of aviation safety
protocols. While a first information report has been regis-
tered against Singh at the Budgam police station under
various sectlons of the Bharativa Nyaya Sanhlia for what
SpiceJet described as a “murderous assault”™, he too filed
a complaint againet the alrline, alleging mistroatment by
the aidines stafll tha caused him to miss his flight

When ncldents ke these ooeut it s easier to blame the
persan whao has caused grievous injuries to others—in this
case, the army afficer. But what is shocking is that Singh
belongs to a force that boasts of high discipline in civil
spaces, The Indian Army has acknowledged the incident.
promising full cooperation with the authoriies mvestigat-
ing the case. A statement from the army headguariers
stressed that the Indian Army was “fully committed to
maintaining discipline amd mutual respect in all civil
spaces across the country™,

However, it must also be noted that as the number of air
passenpers shoots up so w il the frequency of heated ntor-
actions with the airline staffers serving them. According
to the Directorate General of Civil Aviation, India's domes-
tic passenger trafhc grew 6,12 percent to 161.3 million m
2024 from the previous vear While passengers—whatever
be their backgrounds—mnesd to realise that rales and rega-
lations periaining to air travel are of utmost Importance
for the overall safety of flights, airline staffers too must
understand that among the hordes of flvers there may be
many who could be high-strung while travelling. The nead
is for the latter 1o interact with the former in a manner that
avolds vielent fachpoints ke thils unfortunate neldont,
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DGCA suspends
approval for
Akasa air pilot

PREZE TRUST OF INDIR
W MUMBM

Avlation safery regulator
DGCA has suspended irs
approval fora senlor Akasa
Alr pilot bo act as & deskgnat-
ed examiner citing proce-
dural lapses, sources said on
Tuesday. Besides, the DGCA
|Directorate General of Civil
Aviation) cancelled & skill
est of a traines pilot conduc-
ed by the designated exam-
iner and ordered a reresc.

Designared examiners are
authorised to conduct
various skill tests and prafl-
clency checks for pilots o
ensure thar they meet the
required competency kevel
for licensing and ratings.

RESHONSE 10 3 GUery on the
Issue was awalted from
Akasa Alr.

“Reler o e-mall dated
26.05.2025 by Director
Training of Akaza Alr, the
case has been examined and
based on the personal
bearing and review af proce-
dural deviations and find-
Ings during the check session
conducted by Designated
Examiner, DE appraval i
hereby suspended for a
period of six months,” the
DGCA said in s fuly 29 order

The regulator in its order
#so “warned” rhe senior
pitot to adhere to the regula-
tory compliances amd regula-
tory standards in future.

Further, the trainee pilor's
skill test conducted by the
senlor pllot s hereby
declared null and vold A
retest shall be conducted by
a qualified Designated
Examiner (DE) under the
observamion of a ryperaced
Might operarkons MEpecton,
the DGCA order stated.
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India mulls new pilot training
system as air traffic booms

Tinmes News NeTwork

New Delhi: India is consid-
ering revamping pilot
training by gradually mov-
ing away from the current
system, whereastudent has
to first earn a commercial
pilot licence (CPL) and then
do type rating separately
for a specific aircraft, to a
unified “multi-crew pilot
licence” (MPL)svstem.

Directorate General of
Civil Aviation will hold a
meeting with stakeholders
on the issue on Wednesday
[f approved, both svstems
will co-exist, and operators
will have the flexibility to
choose what best meets their
requirements of safety and
operational efficiency.

This is the second big
change India is contemplat-
ing in this field, after propos-
ing to make students who
from Class 12 arts and com-
merce streams eligible to
pursue CPL — a field re-
served for science students
with phvsics and maths in
12th since mid-1990s, As the
fastest growing aviation mar-
ket globally, govt is clearly
keen to take steps to meet In-
dian carriers’ requirement
for pilots in coming years.

At the moment, cadet pi-

This is the second
big change India is
contemplating in
this field, after
proposing to make
students from arts
and commerce
streams eligible to
pursue commercial
pilot licence

lots have to first do CPL that
involves, among other things,
flying training aircraft for
200 houirs. They then need to
do simulator-based type rat-
ing for specific aircraft like
Airbus A3 or Boeing 737,
MPL will require them to
fly a small training plane for
about 70 howrs, Then they will
do simulator training for 140
to 160 hours. Subsequently,
aifines will induet them as
trainees on that type of air-
craft. Approved by Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organi-
sation, MPL has been adopted
by over 50 airlines globally
like Lufthansa, Etihad, v Du-
baiand Singapore Airlines,
“We will evaluate both the
systems and take a consid-
ered view on what is best in
terms of ensuring high train-
ing standards and meeting

aidine requirements. MPL
was considered by us in the
past ton. There has again been
a regquest to consider the
same and that 1s being done,”
said senior govt officials. IF
approved, MPL will be intro-
duced gradually over 2-3 vears
and CPL will continue to
exist for non-airline students.
An  integrated  pro-
gramme, MPL “lays empha-
sison developing key compe-
tencies that are essential to
safely operate modern com-
mercial aircraft. Itcan be tai-
lored tospecific aircraft type
and the operational philoso-
phy of airlines which willen-
sure a steady stream of pi-
lots™, said a senior pilot.
“MPL should have been
adopted several vears ago to
meet India’s growing avia-
tion needs... MPL aligns bet-
ter with modern airine op-
erational realities than the
current CPLsystem which is
outdated for a fast-develop-
ing aviation sector India
needs 2,000-plus new pilots
annually over the next dec-
ade,” said another captain.
Opposing MPL, a senior
captain said: “Our regulatory
svstemn lacks necessary ro-
bustness to adequately over-
seeand enforce MPL program
standards consistently™
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Cockroaches on SF-Mum Al flight

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Air India has
“apologised” for cockroaches
on last Saturday’s San Francis-
co-Mumbai (via Kolkata) flight
due to which seats of some
flyers had to be changed en-
route India. The aircraft, arela-
tively new ex-Delta Boeing 777
(VT-AEH), was “deep cleaned”
during its technical (fuelling)
halt in Kolkata and the airline
will initiate “a comprehensive
investigation to determine the
source / cause of this incident
and implement measures to
prevent recurrence.”

The aircraft had taken off
from San Francisco at 8.28pm
(local time) on Aug 2. The cock-
roach trouble happened as it
flew to Kolkata, where it reac-
hed after an about 16-hour jour-

AIRLINE APOLOGISES

ney “...two passengers were
unfortunately bothered by the
presence of a few small cock-
roaches on board. Qur cabin
crew, therefore, relocated the
two passengers to other seats
in the same cabin, where they
were comfortable thereafter,”
an Al spokesperson said.

“During the flight's sched-
uled fuel stop in Kolkata, our
ground crew promptly con-
ducted a deep cleaning process
to address the issue. The same
aireraft subsequently depart-
ed in time for Mumbai. Despite
our regular fumigation efforts,
insects can sometimes enter an
aircraft during ground oper-
ations. Al will be undertaking
a comprehensive probe to de-
termine the source & the cause
and implement measures to
prevent recurrence, We sin-
cerely apologize for any incon-
venience cansed to the passen-
gers,” the spokesperson added.
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FAA sound

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Operators of
Boeing 7879 and B787-10
models will have to check
their ram air turbine (RAT)

forward fittings after the US
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration (FAA) proposed
this to “address the unsafe
condition” following reports
indicating the same “were
possibly manufactured
with an incorrect titanium
alloy material”.

The erstwhile Vistara has
seven Boeing 787-9 aircraft in
itsfleet thatare now flying for

This condition, “if not addressed,

could result in loss of backup

| hydraulic and/or electrical power
as well_as the RAT mgdule

| departing from the airplane”

Air India. This condition, “if
not addressed, could result in
loss of backup hydraulic
and/or electrical power as
well as the RAT module de-
parting (snapping off) from
theairplane,” the FAA says.
RAT is a device on an air-
craft used to provide emer-
gency backup power by de-

ploying into the airstream
when needed, like in case of
dual engine failure. The RAT
wasdeployed on A1171, which
crashed in Ahmedabad sec-
onds after take-off on June12.
The pre-merger Air India us-
es B787-8 variants of Dream-
liners (one of which crashed
in Ahmedabad) and may not

be required to undergo this
check. "We issued guidance
to our B787-9 and B787-10 cus-
tomers in Feb 2025 and fully
support the FAA's proposal to
make that guidance manda-
tory. The in-service fleet can
continue  normal  oper-
ations,” Boeing said in a
statement to TOIon Monday.

The FAA said: “The titani-
um material that was possi-
bly used is a Grade 1or 2 com-
mercially pure unalloyed ti-
tanium, which has signifi-
cantly reduced strengih,
fatigue and damage tolerance
properties... A RAT forward
fitting that was possibly man-

s alarm over unsafe RAT in Boeing models

ufactured with the incorrect
titanium alloy material could
fail when the RAT is de-
ployed.”

“The FAA is issuing this
‘noticeof proposed rule-mak-
ing' after determining that
the unsafe condition de-
scribed previously islikely to
exist or develop on other
products of the same tvpe de-
sign,” itadds.

The check requires “a
high frequency eddy carrent
or handheld X-ray fluores-
cence spectrometer inspec-
tion of the RAT forward fit-
ting to determine the titani-
umalloy material”.
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