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Air India pays compensation to 2/3rds of June 12 crash victims’ Kin
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SC to hear KAL Airways plea
against SpiceJet on July 18

BEHAVINI MISHRA
P Debhd, &5 Juily

sun Group founder Kalanithi
Maran and EAL Airways —an
airline backed by him - on
Friday morred the Supreme
Courtchallenging a Delhi High
Courts Mav 23 order dismis-
sing rheir pleas seeking dam-
ages of ¥1,323 crore from
Spicelet,

Theapexcowrtwill hearthe
case onJuly 18, While refecting
thelr plea In May, the Delhi
High Court had observed that
the former promoter of Spice-
Jer engaged In a caleulated
gamble by delaying and re-
filing their challengs to the
arbltral award.

"This...ls not a simple case
of delay in removing objectons
in refiling the appeals. Itis a
case of deliberate and willul
concealment of facts both from
the Division Bench as well as
from the respondents and a

The plea of Kalanithi Maran,
founder and chalrman, Sun
Group, was earlier dismissed
b am arbiceal tribunal

cabkoulated gamble taken by the
appellants,"thehighcourthad
said.

The court declined to con-
done the delay of 55 days In
filing and 226 days in re-filing
the present appeals.

“Asthe application for con-
donaticn of delay in filing and
re-filing have been dismissed,
the appeals also stand dis-
missed onthe ground of delay

without going into merits,” the
conrt had zaid. Earlier, the peti-
tions of Maran and EAL Alr-
ways were rejected by an
arhitral trilnmal, and thenbya
gingle judge Bench of the High
Court,

Arbitration  procesdings,
led] by @ panal of three retired
Supreme Court judges, had
also refected the damages
claim, Spicedet had said in a
filing. The case goes back to
2015 when Maran and KAL
Alrways had transferred thelr
entire 58,46 per cent stake in
the airline to Ajav 5ingh - who
also ook over labilitles worth
L5800 CroTe,

The former Union minister
and his alrline also claimed o
have paid 679 crore to Spice-
Jet forlssulng convertible wat-
rants and preference shares,
But they later alleged that
Spleedet failed 1o lssue these
securities and scught ¥ 1,323
crore in damages.
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French ATC strike
hits many flights

Paris, July 4:
French air traffic
controllers staged
the second day of a
two-day strike on
Friday, prompting
the cancellation of
flights affecting hun-
dreds of thousands
of people not just to-
and-from France but
also overflying the
country as summer
holidays kick off
Paris airports were
e2Ven mone SE‘\'EI'E"}’
affected than on the
first day of the strike
on Thursday which
was called by two
minority unions call-

ing for better work-
ing conditions and
staffing.

The timing of the
strike is acute with
Friday the final day

of schng‘rl in
France before the
summer holidays

and manyv families
planning an early

getaway.  France's
aviation authority
said 933 flights at
French airports

were cancelled on
Thursday some 10
per cent of the total
number of flights
initially scheduled.

AFP

5 JULY 2025
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FREE PRESS JOURMAL

Al Express drew DGCA
rap for engine tix delay

Agencies

L DELHI

indigs  avistden  regelacor
warned Adr Indian Express in
March jor filing 10 replaps
engine parts on time 0 oan
Airbus A320, as mandated by
Europesin  avialion sabely
autherfties. and for altering
records 1o showr  felee
campliance, accarding to a
EOVCIMMETT  Mems 50T
by Reuters

The issue irneelved o CEM
LEAT-1A engine on airccall
YT-ATI which flles both do-
mestie and  inertarbonal
roames. The Furopean Undan
Aviation Safery Agenoy had is-
sued an airworthiness diree-
Live in 2021, waroing of a
“patential unsafe condiven®

and calfing for the urgent ne-
phacement of engloe seals and
TOLAL g parts.

The directive said “rhis con
datom, iFnint corrected, oneld
ad tw Exlure of affected
parts, possahly resulting o
high energy debris nelease,
will dramage o, and redisced
ooniral of, the #eroplane.”

The mweme sabd thet actian
“was ot taleenwithim the pre-
seribed ttme lkmit™ and that
In order to show that Lhe
watle has been carried out
within the presorioed Lmis,
the AMOS records have ape
parenthy beema E|.'I'-\.'1.'-h.-|'1'¥|"';-£'|1-
It eeferred o the sofrwsane
uzed by airfines foe mai nten-
ance and ainworifiness,

F Contdon | naticn

RUKMEAL

5 JULY 2025

Al Express drew...

The memo blamed o failome of qualiny oot by

the airline’s accountable manzger

Air Iidia Express adimitied o Reuters Lhat te
implementation was delayed doe 1oa software
recetdd imigratic. It stated Uthal the ssoe wos
rescdved after it was [dentified, and disciplinary
acttoms wete mken, incladng the recnesl of the
quality manager and the suspension of the de paiy
cortineng airworthiness mamger.

It did nat give dates of compliamee o directly
address MECA's comment about records being
alvered, Pl sabid thal afier te harch memzit bock
“necesary administrmive  mclons®,  which
tnelded rempaing the quiel iy maneger from thelir
posigion and suspending the depuiy contolng
alrwnritvimess manager
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In handcuffs, 250 illegal Bdeshi
immigrants deported to Dhaka

Vadodane: [n a major aracke
down, 250 legsl Bangladeshi
nationals were deported from
Grujarat o Dlske, The deport-
ation was carried ot frem
Vadodara Alr Force Swtion
using a special Indian Adr
Foroe  aimeraft, amid Iig,hl
decurlty arrangemens. ‘India
TV Mews' eporied

To enstere e @ie eXeci-
tien od the operatian strict
SEruriny nWasLres Were puel iy
place. All the Bangladeshi
natinals had their hands
cuffed during the ransfer m
prevent any untowwand inci-
donts They were brought
Thee ai'.TmrI ungder ru:-!i-n'_'
escorl in buses fom dilferent
paris of the state

The activa is part of alarger
crackdown  agalinac  illegal
Bangladeshi immigrams in
Gujora, Over the lost two
menths, over 120 Bangla
deshi  mationals  residing
illegally in the state hase been
idenified and deported The
SUMC SOMCTTHOLET. 1N coordi-
mation wilh central seciity

agencies, s intensifing
efforts to remove all unauth
orised foreign nationals,

The opeaton has been
most active in Ahmedabad,
Surar, Vadodors and Haghot
Thee cities have s=rn § notee
ahle inerease in e number al
undocumented  mdgrants,
prempting police amd inteli-
BENCE A2enCles 1o sep 1 Sur-
wveillance and veritication

As part of the campalgn,
authorities are conducting
thoreugl discament cdecks
identify indiviceals staying in
[radia nsirag Faloe fdenifEeatinn
papera hany of the detamned
indlividuals wene e in paos-

i i3

s ..-.-.-l i
cr——r

segsion of forged Acdlaos
cards, PAN cards, and other
identily dooaments

Based on intelligence and
survelllance reports |'|n|i|'r
teams have carred out ralds
ACTRSS .':||.5.|1:~{"rrd nrighl'm-l:m—
hioads: The effors lsve lad 1
the detenton of hundreds of
illegal residents in recent
wicks, The Gujars Police,
along with centml agencies,
have indicaped simdlar oper-
ations will continae Awthori
ties have urged cilizens 1o
report suspicious actvities
and help ensire  national
security by cooperating with
the verification drives,
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CONNECTIVITY BOOST| Rules and framework of MP new civic aviation policy likely within a week

INCENTIVES LIKELY FOR AIRLINES

CONNECTING UNSERVED ROUTES

Reduction in VAT on fuel under consideration

Rajan Ralkwar

BHDPAL

The Madhya Padesh povern-
ment is mulling incentives for
airlines that start flights from
ATy state airport to hitherto
uneHnected parts ol the
eontey, Froe Press heis keand
This ineentive would be oon-
ditiomal — the Night should be
aperaled b gy with ne di-
fe I'L.L_'I!'.I fiosim e state,

For irsmnce, there i no di-
mect light from Bhopal o Bl
bramesvar. The alfine
clusosing o provide the salve
would earman incenilve.

The povernenent 13 also oon-

dtering a simmilo e bnce ntive bt
intlermations] aiclines ak g the
same lines, A senior officer ol
the sation depurtinent $aid
an e conditon of asenymiy
that for the service, domestic
alrlines are slaied to get an In-
centive of up to Bs M kakh,
whilch could goup io Hs 151akh
for internarional airlines. The

depastment s ddiberaiing

o thes above wihile |11':p||"-
i|15||14'| ules and |'|1-_'.|J.'.*.i::-|h|'-l
U mew Civil Aviation policy
which iz likely 1o be ssued
within a weeli.

The Mvtadon deparmment ks
also pring o fereairlines by o-
fering VAT reductlon on Avi-
stion Turbine Fuel (ATF). The

SOPS FOR NEW ROUTES : @ Airlines
starting flights to cities not directly
connected from any MP airport may get
incentives.

H Up to Rs 10 lakh incentive for domestic
routes, Rs 15 lakh for international
flights under proposal

VAT CUT ON JET FUEL: Govt mulls
reducing VAT on aviation turbine fuel
from 4% to 1% for flights doing night
parking in the state.

sSoEres [n the Aviation De-
partment sald ta the VAT re-
bare would hep  Increass
Mighes aeross the sexve. 1 an adr-
plane parks ot any $rport at

governmet & thinking of ne-
dudng the current ¥AT af 4%
an ATE o 1% 1 amy plane does
nlghit parking ab any srpart in
the sate

nlgh, foowtll take of the nesa
marning, offering  another
flight facility o passengas
Night parking will also boos
the smic coonomy as the crow
will take rooms in hotels. Al-
mast all the airports in the
state have ATF fecilities for ne-
fucdling. Bajn Bhoj Airport di-
rector Bamiji Shrivastaws said
it bhe has vt 1 eosive any
auidelines fom he siale go-
errvmaenl n'giu'liin;-_'_ the meduc-
tional VAT on ATF

Motabily, it was during the
Global fovesiors” Summit in
Bhopal eastierthis yearthat the
state movemment wivedled the
Aviation policy whiosze rdes
md reguladons are  being
wirbied on forirmplenentation
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Environment ministry expert panel
recommends green nod for Puri airport

Forest advisory
committee had
deferred granting
clearance

MIKHIL GHANEKAR
MEW DELHI, JULY 5

THE WUHNION Environment
Wlinesrry's expest appraisal come-
mittee [EAC) far the infrastruc-
ture sector has recormumended
the grant of environmenral
clearance for the proposed
greenfield Puri International
Airpoim, The recomimendation is
subiject to specific conditions,
key armong which is that the
project should be pranted Stage-
Lorin-principle forest cleamnce
first, as per the mimates of the
EAC meeting held on June 26,
Sinee a partof the projact area
is under the Coastal Regulation
Zone [CRE) area and a sub-plod
uneer it is albected by no-dewel-

GpmEnt Tone provisions, the
Cddisha government has also
been asked to seak comments
froon the mintsiry's CRE division,

Thee Shree Jagannath Intema-
] ArporT Was given in-prin-
cipie appresal by the Union Ch
Hwriation Mingstryon May 5,and it
will cosl an estinated 15,6731
crove. The Odisha govemment's
commere and transport depart-
ment is the project proponcit,
A TP Pl Anea 15 sprsacl oeer
AT134 hectares, of which 27.85
hvctames is fomest land.

The EACs recommendation
for the grant of environmental
clearanee comes days after the
forest achvisory comimimes [FALC)
deferred granting forestclearance
for the project The RAC deferrad
the project cearance, Aling con-
cerns that its regional office misad
aveT the proposed airport s likely
it om Olive ridbey turtes armd
Irrnemddy dolphing s well as the
impact of felling 13,004 treos on
the Puri coastline, which isvul-
nerable o Irequent cyclonas,

The EAC had also made spe-
cilic recommendations on the
protection of alive rdley mirtles
and ruigracory hivds, A subcon-
mittecof the EAL had visited the
project sice in April thas year o
inspect sifeconditions and made
specific recommendaticns re-
warding ecological, culraral and
wildlife concerns,

The subcommittee had said
that wiith olive ridley turtles
nEsTing around the Pun ooast,
the Cdisha government should
pregane a comprehemsive study
reparTan the issue and providea
ruanagement plan Like the FAC,
the EAC ashesd Lostucdy Lhis lidedy
impact of the srpart on migra
toay birds that fhy o Chilila Lake.

Bazed on these submissions,
Lhe EAC directed L Odishagowe-
ernment o submir an assess-
rmegit report study to the min-
istry's regiomnal allioe on how it
will mamage olive vidley futles
and dolphins found incoastal ar-
eds ear the progect site,

The Odisha government has

engamed the Estuarine Binlozy
Fegioal Cenire, Gopalpur,of the
Zonlngical Survey of India, to
shisdy alive ridley urtle nesting
and migratory birde Laklys of mi-
gratory brds use tee e or
roigrarnny routas along the Purd
coast to use Chilika Lake as a
STEpHIVET SilE,

Also, with the lagannath
Tempbe within 10 km of the air-
port site, the govermment has to
submit a no-objection cermificars
frorm the Archaeciomical Sureey of
Inclia. The EAC also recornimendod
rhe building of ceclane shelters,
“As the proposed project area is
vulnerabde o tsunam and cy-
clomses as it s on e coastal bel
of Bay of Bengal . EAC desired thae
cyclone shelters shall be planned
a% part of mitigation measures
ptshde andd inshde of the alrpot
complex.” the EAC stated.

I iy 20019, Cyechorue Fan huad
rruicle kindfall benseen Sarapada
[ mear Chilika Lake] and Puri, with
suslained surtace wind spesds ol
175180 kmgh, causing deaths

and darmage to the town,

The EAC on inlrastructure
prnjects isone among 13 sectond
panels that are constitured by
the cnvironment ministry to
scrutinise proposals and ap-
praise them fior their environ-
mental impact, under provisions
af the Environmental [mpact
Acsessrment notificarion 2006

The ministry takes the final
call om the gramt or rejoction of
he final envirenmenial clear-
anca, The FAC. meanwhile, scru-
tinises proposals for diversionof
Forest Land for non-foresory pur-
poses such as development and
infrastructure projpects, under
the Van (Sanrakshan Evam
Samvardhan ) Adhiniyam, 1980

The expert pane! concerned,
wwhach recommumended U gramof
clearanee, soTLbingses oy pinpos-
als of airports, waste treatment
plans, eflluent reatment plants,
builldings and consmctione, and
premships, under provisions of
Ertvirorment mpact Assessment
notilacation, 2006,
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lechnical snag grounds
Bangkok flight in Kolkata

KOLKATA, UIVG
A Thai Lion Air flight to
Bangkok from Kolkata's
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport  was
cancelled early Saturday due
to a “technical snag”,

The fight with 130 passen-
pers and seven crew on board
returned to the parlding bay
after it was pushed back for
tixdng to the rumway due to a
“technical snag”, officials
said. Later, the flight was can-
celled for the day.

Arromding fin Alrpoits

Authority of India {AAT) offi-
cals @ the arport, the apcrfl
linded at Kolkcata around 1.23
am on Saturday and was sup
posed to take off &t 235 am for
traveling to the Banpglok Don
Mueang Intemational Asrport,

The Boemg T37-800 aircrafl
devdoped a flap-related pmb-
lemn and therefore the amemaft
returned to the parking bay
after push back following
which the flight had to be can-
celled. All the passengers were
movided hotel accommoda-
tion, ardine soumes said, —PT1
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