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AAI launches initiative
to address stray dog
problem at city airport

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Amid increasing com-
plaints, the Airports Auth-
ority of India (AAI) has
launched a stray dog man-
agement programme at
Chennai Airport.

The NGO, People for
Animals (PFA), Tambaram,
has partnered with AAI for
this programme, which
will focus on passenger sa-
fety and animal welfare
within the airport premis-
es.

“The programme en-
compasses animal birth
control, vaccination, and
care for community dogs
at the airport, supported
by trained handlers,” AAI
said in a statement.

Trained handlers
Ramesh Krishnamurthi,
president of PFA, said
there are two handlers
who will work in two shifts
outside the terminals at the
airport, from 6 a.m. to 10
p.m.

“Many passengers and
airport staff feed the dogs.

The programme
encompasses animal
birth control,
vaccination, and
care for the dogs

at the airport

Going forward, we will po-
litely discourage this, col-
lect the food they wish to
give, and take the dogs to a

separate area to feed
them,” he said.

Plan to relocate

“The idea is to gradually
relocate the dogs to a sepa-
rate area, away from pas-
senger movement,” he
added.

He said that there were
nearly 45-50 stray dogs at
the airport. Of these, 25
have already been steril-
ised.

“Over time, we will not-
ice a change in the pattern
and the dogs will move to
the designated feeding
area. We will eventually re-
quest a safe exclusive en-

closure too from AAIL” he
added.
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With Celebi’s exit, BIAL to onboard new
ground-handling partner in 3 to 6 months

—
Alshwarya Kumar
Bengaksa

Following the termination of
irs coneract with Celebi Alr-
port  Services afier rhe
Centre banned Turkish firms
from operating in sensitive
sectors, the Bangalore Inter-
nariomal Alrport Lid (BLIAL)
ia now looking o onboard 3
EW ground-handling
[partnes

THIRD PARTNER

Saryaki humarh, Chief

(perating r at BIAL,

told busfressitne that the alr-
rt plans 1o bring ina third

Emﬁmmum ﬂzgnmﬂiree

o s months,

Ar nr, ground- hamd-
ling s\':nrﬁ't;es a?the airport
are Pr-.mded by Alr Indss
SATS and GlobeGround In-
dia The Bureau of Civil Avi-
athon Security (BCAS) re-
voked Celebi's securry
clearance on May 15, citing
tational security concerns.

In response, BIAL shifred
Celebi's operations o its ex-
isting ground-handling ser
viee providers. “Well go out
and geta third partner. We're

Satyaki Raghunath, I:hlzf
Operating Officer, Bl1AL

orving to figure out the exact
Emcess and  conditions.
We'll run a tender and final-
Ese it." sabd Raghumath.

STEADY GROWTH
HKempegowds  International
Alrport, the third-largest air-
port in India with an annual
senger-handling capacity
m]? million, ]‘hE bceF: -
periencing steady

In 2024, the arpon's
wpline grew 14 per cent
¥Ear-omn-Vear.

It landled over 41 milllon
passengers, with |nterna-
donal traffic growing 25 per
cent and domesde oraffic
rising 10 per cent o 3605
million. International pas-

BIAL recorded
non-acronautical
revenue of

T480 crore in
FY25 HI, putting
it on rrack to
surpass full-year
expectation

of TR0 crore

senger numbers reached
543 milllon

Accord w dara from
CRISIL, BIAL recorded non-
acronautical revenwe of T480
crore In the first halfof FY25,
putting it on track 1o SLrpass
irs full-year expectarion of
$R10 crare.

CARGD FACILITY

In February, BIAL openad a
domestie o2 facility, with
an indckal ;E:a{n nf?t::.:.ﬂh'.l
tonnes,  expandable 1o
400,000 ronnes. This adds ro
the L EXISTInG car
jllﬁ‘ailUTJalIu.l‘E. which L"I.E‘:-"
rently has a combined capa-
eity of 210,000 tonnes for
hoth intermational and do-
mestic cargo.
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UTTAR PRADESH

State plans green
aviation fuel policy

VIREMDRA SINGH RAWAT
Luchknenas, 5 june:

The Yopi Aditvanath povernment is cre-
ating "Uttar Pradesh Sustainable Avi-
ation Fuel Manufacturing Promotion
Policy 20257 in an effort o integrate the
farm econonty with green energy.

By using biomass and grain-based
feedstock for the production of aviation
fuel, the policy will promote ruoaeal
income. The feedstock includes rice
husks, wheat straw, excess food grains,
and sugarcanebagasse.

India’s top agriculiural producer is
developing aplan to increase its portfolio
of clean energy such as compressed
biegas, in order to reduce fiossil fuel con-
sumption amid rising energy demand.

The state has already received 18
investment proposals worth $3.000
crore from companies looking to set up
sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) units in
UP under the new palicy. Greenko, AM

Greens, Balrampur Chinl Mills, Ea0
Greenfuels, New EraClean Tech, and the
Malbros Group are a few of these busi-
nesses, TP Chief Secretary Mano] Kumar
Singh sald the planned measure will
invest funds In farmers’ pockets while
promoting a green scosystem, which
will speed up the state’s move towards
ETeen eneTgy.

In the interim, the state industry
interface 'Invest UF' has floated an
expressionof interest inviting global SAF
technology providers and clean energy
innovators to join the ecosystem. [ isin
line with UP’s poal of becoming a 5 tril-
lion econonty with a major focus on
manufacturing and clean energy onthe
back of “Make in UP" and "Made in UP”
roadmag.

The government Is aftracting inves-
tors through incentives, promoting an
‘ease of doing business’ inftative, and
highlighting the state’s strengths as a
manufacturing centre,
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The hub of the matter
Competitive airports will determine bilateral air treaties

The recent disagreement between Emirates President Tim Clark and IndiGo Chief
Executive Orifficer (CEG) Pieter Elbers over bilateral air-service agreements reflects
theemerging competitive paradizms betwesn West Asia'sstate-owned aifines and
India’s privatesector-driven indusiry. At the snnual penem] mesting ofthe Interma-
tional Air Transport Association, MrClark, who heads West Asia's larpest airline, had
criticised the Indian povermment for its “restrictive” policies towands bilateral seat
agreements with forelgn airlines. He had scught increasing seat capacity betwesn
India and Dubsai from the cument 65,000 per week to 140,000, The Indian govern-
meent has contended that it needs tocounter the uniir advantage these carriers have
in their ability to ferry more passengers through their state-owned hub airports for
connecting flishtstothe United States (LS and Europeat the cost of Indian carders
fiying long-haul routes. Mr Clark’s criticism was rebutted by IndiGos CEQ, who
stated that the Indian government s approach was “fair and balanced”. Inbetwesen
baoth opinions lies the question of enabling Indian airlines’ strategic pivot to inter-
national connectivity. From ane perspective, the Indian sovernment's approach
could be viewed as protectionism. But domestic airtines contend that their expan-
siom intointemational skies needs to be treated @s pan of the Larger question of devel-
oping Indian airports as habs,

The subtext here isthat the Indian airline industryis looking toexpand interna-
donal connectivity substantially, In 2023, Tata-owned Air India had placed mam-
moth orders for 470 sircraf from Airbus and Boeing. [t topped it up with 100 mare
abrcraft from Airbus last year as part ofits plans to signdficantly expand = long-hanl
operations. IndiGo this week doubled its order of widebody Adrbwus alreraft to 60,
adding toa 500-aircraft order placed in 2023 These airlines” ability tocompete on
value withinternational aidines inthisvibrant, growingmarket isnot in doubt. They
are right in contending that doing so s critically dependent on developing India's
major akrports as hubs that can compete with the formidable Gulfirio, India's efforts
o developas eneast-west hub have foundered inthe past mainby on these two coums.

Inifia has 34 international airports and 124 domestic sirports. Of these, only Dethi
figures among the top 10 airports in the Asia Pacific and West Aszia, mainly on
acoount of connectivity rather than quality of infrastructure and service. Beyond
that, bageage handling, limited terminal capacity. and inadequate runways are
common problems across Indian airports. Delhi is the only Indian airport to have
fourr near-parallel nomways: Mumbal has two that intersect, which means it cannot
operate simultaneos takeoffs and lending. Dubal has rwo parallel romssys butwill
sooi have five. Only six Indian airportsqualify a= Cat 1 B standards, which means
they can qualifiy 1o operate in all weather conditions. The fact that only 22 afrpons
make profits points to management weaknesses. Add in the higher prices of istiom
turhine fuel {ATF), mainlyon account of high taxes charged by states, and itisclear
that Indisn airports have some distance to fly to become viable international hubs.
Ifthe Indian povernment accelerates the tansformation of India's alrports, it will
e able to negotiate bilateral air agreements from a position of strength.
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Adani Alrpnrts clinches $750 mn glnbal financing

Tl?IB HE'I‘IHGH:K

Auliani Adrports has raised
LS D 750 million via Exter-
nal Commercial Borrowings
(ECB) from a consortium of
international banks, sos the
company in a statement on
‘Wednesday The transaction
was led by First Abu Dihalbi
Bank, Barclays PLC, and
Standard Chartered Bank.

The proceeds will be used
Ly refinance existing debt,
invest in infrastrocture up-
grades, and capacity expan-
sion across (he six airports
operaled by the group viz.
Ahmedabad, Lucknow,
Mangaluru, Jaipur, Guwa-
hati, and Thiruvanantha-
[FLICAITL,

The non-aeronautical
businesses lilie Retail, F&R,
Duty Free and services

Surihar '|

Inkenations: A pnr' I..r'.uq

acmsEs the airport network
will be scaled wp.

As per the company, Adam
Adrparts has served 94 mil-
lion passengers in FY 2024-
25 with an overall capacity
of 110 million passengers,
further, it aims to triple
capacity to 300 million
passengers per annum by
204 0 through phased de-
velopment.

As part of this roadmap,
the Mavi Mumbai Interna-

=

tinral Airport isexpected to
be operational shortly, add-
imyg 20 million passerizers in
the first phase, with capacity
expanding up to 90 million
annually in a phased man-
ner, signifcantly boosting
the Mumbai region’s avia-
tinn infrastructure,

“The trust placed in us
oy lending glohal financial
institutions underscores
the long-term value and
potential of India's avia-

tion infrastructure, AAHL
is well on its path to deliver
exceptiomel customer expe-
riences, leveraging technol-
ogy for seamless operations,
and prioritising sustainabil-
1ty v cormanmity e
mient across is airpor net
work,” said Arun Bansal,
CEQof AAHL.

e further added, "As
we continue our journey,
AAHL remains commit-
ted to being the Gateway
Ly Goodness, delivering
rustomer-centric solations
and building waorld-class
airport infrastructure that
sels global benchmarks in
service and sustainability™”,

Adani Alrporis was in-
corporated in 2009 as a 104
per centaubsidiary of Adani
Enterprises Lid, the [lag-
ship company of the Adani
Giroun.
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Adani airport unit secures $750
million from bank consortium

REUTERS: Adani Group's
flagship Adani Enterprises
said on Wednesday thatits
airports unit secured $750
million in financing froma
consortium of internation-
al banks, including First
Abu Dhabi Bank, Barclays

and Standard Chartered.

Part of the funds will be
used by Adani Airports
Holdings Ltd to refinance
debtof S400 million, while
the rest will be invested in
upgrading and expanding
capacity at six airports, the
company said,

Adani Airports Holdings
operates eight airports
across India, including the
Navi Mumbai International
Airport, which the compa-
ny expects will be opera-
tional soon.

The operator served
94 million passengers
in fiscal vear 2024-2025
and aims to triple overall
capacity to 300 million
passengers per annum
by 2040.
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Airport shifts to green power
he Murnbai airport completely shifted to green
electricity in FY 2024-25, announced Mumbai

International Airport Ltd (MIAL). By switching to

green sources for power needs, scope 2 carbon

emissions have been cut by 100%. Around 2,000

native trees using the Miyawaki method have been

too, said MIAL. Key infrastructure upgrades have
been made for energy-efficiency.
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Alarm raised over bird
hits near new airport

Green activist flags inaction on slaughter houses

FPJ News Service
MUMER

A green activist has raised an
alarm over continued inaction
on illegal slaughterhouses
near the upcoming Navi
Mum bai Inter national
Airport (NMIA), The concern,
voiced by BN Kumar, director
of NatConnect Foundation,
comes in the wake of a recent
vulture strike on an Indigo
Kolkata-bound  flight near
Ranchi at around 4,000 feet,
which forced an emergency
landing.

Kumar has alleged that
authorities have failed to act
despite the Director General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
directing NMIA's operator to
curb activities attracting bird
maoverent near the airport

On May 3, The Free Press
Journal reported that the
DGCA had responded to
Kumars February complaint
by instructing the airport

operator to address all such
violations, including illegal
animal slaughter. Kumar had
flagged goat and chicken
slaughtering at Ulwe - just
Sk from the NMLA runway -
n as a major breach of DGCA
norms, which prohibit animal
slaughter within a 10km
radivs of any airport to pre-
vent bird strikes.

In a fresh letter t DGCA on
Tuesday, Kumar reiterated his
concerns, pointing out that
illegal slaughter and open
meat sales continue
unchecked near the airport,
despite the advisory.

He has also demanded
changes to the compaosition of

the state-appointed
Aerodrome Envimonment
Management Committee

(AEMC), currently headed by
the City Industrial
Development Corporation
[CIDCO). Kumar suggested
thatit be chaired instead by an
environmental expert or a

retired judge for greater
transparency and account-
ability.

“CIDCO is the airport pro-
ject propenent, and it is not
expected to act against itself.
We have requested DGCA to
take the issue seriously and
instruct the sirport operator
to take necessary steps to stop
this slaughter, CIDCO has still
not acted on this important
scope of work, which shows
the seriousness with which it
functions despite having a
full-ledged controller of
unauthorised constructions
and a vigilance officer”
Kumar said.

Mearwhile, a local resident
Karan Chawla and political
leader Santosh Kate claimed
that the clandestine meat
trade has only intensified
since the complaints. “It is
highly unhygienic as well, but
the gullible non-vegetarian
lovers fall for the inexpensive
mutton or chicken,” Kate said
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| culinary experience |

Pune Airport opens new city-side food court

Ankit Shukla

Pune Airport has unveiled a
new city-side food court just
outside the terminal, offer-
ing an upgraded culinary
experience for passengers
and visitors, Designed asa
modern dining hub, the
facility brings together a
curated mix of restaurants
and cafés aimed at enhanc-
ing passenger comfort and
comvenience.

This initiative forms part
of Pune Airport’s broader
efforts to improve passenger
amenities and transform the
overall travel experience.
The food court is envisioned
as a welcoming space where

travellers, airport staff, and
local visitors can relax,
refuel, and enjov a variety of
quality meals—whether
before departure, after arri-
val, or while visiting the
premises.

Spread across a spacious
and contemporary seting,
the food court caters to
diverse palates and dietary
preferences. From quick
snacks and grab-and-go
options to full-course meals,
the facility offers something
for evervone. It features
semi-open seating designed
i accommodate travellers
with luggage, families, and
business commuters, ensur-
ing convenience for all types
of visitors,

Two brands—Balaji and
mint & mirchi—have already
commenced operations at
the venue. Several other
well-known food and bever-
age outlets are set o launch
soon, further broadening
the range of culinary offer-

ings.

The city-side location
ensures easy access for not
only air travellers but also
airport staff, taxi operators,
greeters, and nearby resi-
dents. Whether one is wait-
ing o receive a loved one,
seeking a quick bite before a
flight, or simply looking for
apleasant dining spot in the
area, the Pune Airport food
court is now a viable option.

‘With its clean, well-
designed ambience, hvgienic
amenities, and a variety of
cuisines, the food court has
been built as more thana
place to eat—it is now part of
the journey. Visitors are
invited to relax, refuel, and
enjoy the experience, with
or withouta flight to catch.
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Adani Airports clinches
$750 -mn global financing

NEWDELHI

Adani Airports Holdings Ltd
(AAHL), India's largest private
airport operator, on
Wednesday said it hos secured
USD 750 million in financing
from a consartivm of interne-
tional banks, including First
Abu Dhahbi Bank, Barclays, and
Standard Chartered, to finance
the next phase of growth.

The proceeds t be utilised
towards refinancing of the
existing USD 400 million debt,
and the remaining towards
growth capex of six of its air-
ports and AAHL's non-semo
business.

AAHL, a subsidiary of
Adani Enterprises Ltd, raised
USD 750 million via external
commercial borrowings (ECB)
from a consortium of interna-
tinnal banks, the company said
in a statement.

The transaction was led by
First Abu Dhabi Bank, Barclays
PLC, and Standard Chartered
Bank.

“The proceeds will be used

o refinance existing debt,
invest  in  infrastructure
upgrades, and capacity expan-
sion across the six airports viz
Ahmedabad, Lucknow,
Mangalury, Jaipur, Guwahati,
and  Thiruvananthapuram;
scale the non-seronautical
businesses, including retail,
F&B, duty free and services
across the airport network,” it
said.

AAHL handled %4 million
passengers in FY25 with an
overall capacity of 110 million
PASSENERTS.

‘The firm said it aims to tri-
ple capacity to 300 million pas-
sengers per annum by 2040
thmough phased development.
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Regulators warn

Turkish Airlines of
more inspections

<CONTINUED FROM FRONT FLAP

“Further follow-up inspections
will be conducted as necessary to
ensure continuous safety over-
sight,” the government statement
read.

Turkish Airlines did not
respond to a request for a com-
ment The DGCA flagged several
irregularities.

Inspectors found that a cargo
consignment containing explo-
sives did not have the required
prior approval from the regula-
tor, nor was it properly declared
in official documentation - a
breach of air cargo safety norms
that poses significant security
risks.

One of the other lapses was
reparted in Bengaluru, where the
marshaller guiding aircraft
lacked proper authorisation and
avalid competency card, a criti-
cal safety requirement for direct-
ing aircraft ground operations,

In another violation, an air-
craft maintenance engineer
(AME) was unavailable during
the arrival of a flight, with the
procedure instead being handled
by a technician.

Turkish Airlines” authorised
maintenance partner in India is
Airworks, which is responsible
for such activities. Ground han-
dling practices at Hyderabad and
Bengaluru further raised red
flags. Turkish Airlines was found
to be using Globe Ground India
as its ground handling agent
(GHA) without a formal Service
Level Agreement (SLA).

Key equipment such as step

ladders and trolleys was being
used without clear accountability
or proper handover from the pre-
vious service provider, Celebi.

The compliance issues come
as Turkish firms face increased
scrutiny following the govern-
ment'’s recent crackdown on
Turkish aviation companies. Cel-
ebi's contracts were terminated
last month after the government
pulled its security clearance due
to political tensions following
Ankara’s public support for Paki-
stan in the recent hostilities
between India and its neighbour.

The security wing of the civil
aviation ministry - the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) - in
an order dated May 15 stated: “In
the power conferred upon DG,
BCAS, the security clearance in
rfo Celebi Airport Services India
Pvt. Ltd. is hereby revoked with
immediate effect in the interest of
National Security.”

Celebi had a presence at nine
airports, including Delhi and
Mumbai, before its forced exit
created operational gaps that
appear to have contributed to
some of the ground handling
irregularities found during the
Turkish Airlines inspections.

Despite the tensions, India has
maintained a measured
approach to Turkish Airlines’
passenger operations, recently
granting IndiGo a three-month
extension to operate two Turkish
Airlines aireraft under a damp
lease arrangement, though regu-
lators made clear this would be
the final extension.
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Adani Airports
raises $750 mn

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Adani Airports Holdings, a
subsidiary of Adani Enter-
prises Ltd., said it has
raised $750 million via ex-
ternal commercial borrow-
ings (ECB) from a consorti-
um of international banks.

The transaction was led
by First Abu Dhabi Bank,
Barclays PLC, and Stan-
dard Chartered Bank.
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Major infra upgrade
for Jaipur airport

aipur Intermational Adrport Lid hasstarted a
mtjor infrstructore upzrade aimmed st
enhancing passenger convenience angd
accormmodkating the increasing number of

travelbers.

As many as 14 projects, cumulatively
exceeding 1600 crore, kave been launched to
transform vanous cets of the airpord Lo
enhance efficienoy and overall pesenzer
experienoe, an official sad.

“These projects collectively aim toelevate the
infrmstructure of Jaipur Airport, ensuring it
meets international benchmarks and provides
anenhanced travel experience,” hesaid.

Under the plan, termimal 2 is being expandoed,
which, he said, & a crucial component of the
infrastructure developament plan.

Jaipur International Airpon is a subsidery of
Ackami Airport Holdings Lid.

Boarding pates will morease from six toten.
Simikarly, two new entry gates will be added,
taking the total numbser tosix. PTI
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Adani Airports Holdings clinches
$750 million global financing

AHMEDABAD: Adani Air-
ports Holdings Ltd (AAHL),
India’s largest private airport
operator and a subsidiary of
Adani Enterprises Limited, has
raised $750 million via External
Commercial Borrowings (ECB)
from a consortium of interna-
tional banks. The transaction
was led by First Abu Dhabi
Bank, Barclays PLC, and Stan-
dard Chartered Bank.

The proceeds will be used to
refinance existing debt, invest
in infrastructure upgrades, and
capacity expansion across the
six airports viz. Ahmedabad,
Lucknow, Mangaluru, Jaipur,
Guwahati, and Thiruvanantha-
puram; scale the non-aeronauti-
cal businesses, incdluding Retail,

F&B, Duty Free and services
across the airport network.

AAHL served 94 million
passengers in financial year
2024-25 with an overall capac-
ity of 110 million passengers,
further it aims to triple capac-
ity to 300 million passengers
per annum by 2040 through
phased development.

As part of this roadmap, the
Navi Mumbai International Air-

port is expected to be opera-
tional shortly, adding 20 million
passengers in the first phase,
with capacity expanding up to
90 million annually in a phased
manner, significantly boosting
the Mumbai region’s aviation
infrastructure.

“The trust placed in us by
leading global financial institu-
tions underscores the long-term
value and potential of Indias
aviation infrastructure. AAHL
is well on its path to deliver
exceptional customer experi-
ences, leveraging technology
for seamless operations, and
prioritizing sustainability and
community engagement across
its airport network,” said Arun
Bansal, CEO of AAHL.  Mpost
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Adani Airports raises $750 million to boost infrastructure

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B Ahmedabad

dani Airports Holdings Ltd
A(AAHL) India’s largest private air-

port operator and a subsidiary of
Adani Enterprises Ltd, has secured $750
million through External Commercial
Borrowings (ECB) from a consortium of
global b:uis to fund infrastructure expan-
sion and refinance debt.

The financing deal, finalised with First
Abu Dhabi Bank, Barclays PLC and
Standard Chartered Bank as lead arrangers,
is set to accelerate AAHLs development
plans across its airport portfolio, which
includes six key facilities in Ahmedabad,
Lucknow, Mangaluru, Jaipur, Guwahati
and Thiruvananthapuram.

AAHL's expansion signals larger
trends in India’s aviation sector,
which continues to see strong
growth driven by rising demand
and Government focus on
modernising infrastructure

AAHL said the capital will support
infrastructure upgrades, boost airport
capacity and scale up its non-aeronautical
businesses, such as retail, food and bever-
age, duty-free, and other passenger
services.

The operator handled 94 million passen-
gers in fiscal year 2024-25 across its cur-
rent network, which has an installed

capacity of 110 million passengers annu-
ally. AAHL aims to triple this to 300 mil-
lion passengers per year by 2040 through
phased development.

A key part of this growth strategy
includes the Navi Mumbai International
Airport, which is slated to become oper-
ational shortly. The airport will initially
handle 20 million passengers annually,
with plans to scale up to 90 million over
time, strengthening aviation infrastructure
in the Mumbai metropolitan region.

“The trust placed in us by leading glob-
al financial institutions underscores the
long-term value and potential of India’s avi-
ation infrastructure,” said Arun Bansal,
CEO of AAHL. "We are committed to
delivering world-class airport experiences,

leveraging technology for efficiency and
sustainability while engaging with commu-
nities meaningfully.”

Legal advisors for the transaction includ-
ed Latham and Watkins LLP and
Linklaters LLP under English law, and
Cyril Amarchand Mangaldas and TT&A
under Indian law.

AAHLIs expansion underscores broad-
er trends in Indias aviation sector, which
continues to experience strong growth dri-
ven by rising passenger demand and
Government focus on modernising infra-
structure. The company emphasised its
long-term goal of setting new global
benchmarks in service quality and envi-
ronmental stewardship across its expand-
ing airport network.



AIRPORTS AUT HDHIT‘;’ UF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA AHMEDABAD 5 JUONE 202&

Adani Airports
raises $750mn
from int’l bks

Times News NETwork

New Delhi: Adani Airports
Holdings (AAHL) Wednesday sa-
id it has raised $750 million via
external commercial borro-
wings from a consortium of in-
ternational banks. The transac-
tion was led by First Abu Dhabi
Bank, Barclays, and Standard
Chartered Bank. The company
says it will “use the proceeds to
refinance existing debt, invest
in infrastructure upgrades,
and capacity expansion across
six airports —Ahmedabad,
Lucknow, Mangaluru, Jaipur,
Guwahati, and Thiruvanan-
thapuram, scale non-aeronau-
tical businesses, including re-
tail, F&B, duty free and servi-
cesacrossairport network”
AAHL is India's largest pri-
vate airport operator (in terms
of number of airports it opera-
tes) and a subsidiary of Adani
Enterprises. The company saw
9.4 crore passenger's in 2024-25,
with an overall capacity of 11
crore passengers, which it
aims to triple to 30 crore pas-
sengers per annum by 2040,
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- File valid power of attorney, NCLT
tells SpiceJet’s three aircraft lessors

PET
Press Trust of india
B Dalh

Insolvency tribunal NCLT
has directed three airerafi
lessors of low-cost carrler
Spleeler to file a valid power
of attorney existing ag the
present pc-uumﬂme

The Natona Comaiyy
Law Trilnnal (NCLT) direc-
ton came during a hearing
on the petitions filed by e
three lessors — AWAS 36608
Lreland, AWAS 36694 [reland
and AWAS 36695 Ireland.

The three akreraft lessors
filed insolvency pleas against
Spiceler over a default of €77
erofe L April 2024,

However, ecarlier this
week, when the NCLT sras-
ted hearing on June 2, it was
polnzed our thar the person
who had filed a lom on
behalf of these lessors had
power of smorney thar was

valid only ill February 11,
3025,

NCLT ORDER

The NCLT, inkrs order, noted
thar counsel o ing for
Spiceler drew its arrention
to the power of arorney
given to the person who had
filed this perition was valsd
only up to Febneary 11,

It was contended on be-
half of Spicelet's counsel
that no fresh power of artor-
ney after that date had been

Wt on record.

“In order to continue the
proceeding by the person
whe has initisted this petl-
thon, there mst be a valld
power of artomey existing at
the present point in time,”
gald the NCLT.

On this, counsel repres-
enting the aircraft lessors
submirted thar he would file
a fresh ver of arome
and,fnrﬂ :r
time. “In view o ter., lisz The
marrer on July 3, 2025, sald
the MCLT.

FACES HEAD'WINDS.
Spicetet, which has been fiy-
ing for 1% vears, i facing
enulriple headwinds. [t has
faced several insolvency pe-
otons from creditors, in-
clnding Willis Leagse, Air-
castle Ireland Lrd,
Wilmington and Celestial
Aviation ar the NCLTand the
appellste tribunal NCLAT.
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Aviationregulator directs Turkish
Airlines to follow safetyrules

MUMBAI, PTI: Civil aviation
authorities have directed
Turkish Airlines to ensure
“full compliance” with Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organ-
isation (ICAO) standards and
DGCA regulations, anofficial
statement said on Wednes-
day.

The directives come fol-
lowing a safety oversight and
ramp (SOFA/RAMP) inspec-
tion of the Turkish Airlines’
passenger and cargo flights
in Delhi, Hyderabad, Chen-
nai, and Bengaluru by the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), according
tothe statementissued by the
Ministry of Civil Aviation.

The inspection was con-
ducted from May 29 to June
2, in accordance with Article

16 of the Convention on ICAQ
International Civil Aviation,
it stated, adding that the
move was aimed at ensuring
compliance with both inter-
national and national safety
regulations.

“Turkish Airlines has been
directed to address these find-
ings promptly and ensure full
compliance with ICAO Stan-
dards and Recommended
Practices as well as DGCA
regulations,” the release said.

During the inspection, it
was found that the marshaller
handling ground operations
at Bengaluru airport ‘lacked
authorisationanda valid com-
petency card for marshalling
functions’.

Moreover, during thearriv-
al of the aircraft, the aircraft

maintenance engineer was
unavailable, and the arrival
procedurewascarriedoutby a
technicianinstead, therelease
said, adding that Airworks is
the authorised engineering
service provider for Turkish
Airlines.

Itnoted that the cargo con-
tained dangerous goods, for
which permission is required
from the DGCA for carrying
explosivesto/from/over India.
However, nosuch permission
was found attached, norwasit
mentioned in the Dangerous
Goods Declaration, as per the
statement.

The inspection also re-
vealed that no Service Level
Agreement was in place be-
tween Turkish Airlines and
its Ground Handling Agent.
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IATA raises alarm over
delayed aircraft deliveries

NEW DELHI, DHNS

ith the backlog of air-
craft orders touch-
ing a record high of

17,000 at 2024-end and deliv-
erylagging 30%behind, airline
operators are being forced to
spend more on maintenance
costs and fuel amid average
age ofaircraft rising from 13 to
15 years.

According to the Interna-
tional Air Transporters Associ-
ation (LATA), the implied wait-
ing time for aireraft delivery is
presently around 14 years due
tosupply chain constraints and
production limitations, which
are “likely to be aggravated”
by tariffs.

Aircraft deliveries fell by 8%
in 2024, when a total of 1,266
aircraftwere delivered and this
was well below the peak level
seen in 2018 at 1,813 even as
traffic levels have surpassed
thoseseenin 2018 and 2019. In
2025,1,692 aircraftare expect-
ed to be delivered and it is al-
most 26% lower than estimates
made a year ago although this
would mark the highest level
since 2018,

With fewer aircraft enter-
ing the market, a recent IATA
report ‘Global Outlook for Air
Transport: Protectionism on
the Rise’said, leasing rates for
older models have risen while
the prices for new aircraft
on the secondary market are
also climbing.

“The average age of aircraft
has increased from 13 to 15
vears over the past decade,
leading to higher maintenance
costs and increased average
fuel consumption. These fac-
tors have stalled the gains in
fuel efficiency that the indus-
try has delivered overitsentire
history. While airlines have re-
placed 5-6% of their fleets each
vear historically, this pace has
nearly halved since 2020, it
said.

Delays in aircraft deliveries
complicate short-term capac-
ity planning and can lead 1o
inefficiencies and carriers in
some parts of the world are
even forced to operate larger
aircraft, resulting in empty
seats, itsaid,

“The backlog of aircraft or-
ders reached a record high of
17,000 aircraft as of the end
of 2024, compared to a more
habitval backlog of between

10,000 and 11,000 in previous
years. The current backlog is
notable not only in absolute
terms but also relative to the
size of the fleet. The latter
metric has increased from
about 40% before 2019 to 57%
in 2024," the report said.

“If this backlog increase
were assumed to be caused
solely by delivery delays, it
wouldindicate thatairlinesare
shortol5,400aircraft. This im-
plies 15% of the total commer-
cial Neet or almost 20% of the
active fleet. Given the expected
annual production of around
2,000 aircraft, this may take
at least 3-5 years to resolve,” it
added.

In addition to the delivery
delays, it said engine prob-
lems and a shortage of spare
parts exacerbate the situation
and have caused record-high
groundings of certain
aircraft types.
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Etihad Not Keen

oninvestingin
Indian Carriers

FLYING HIGH Focus is on traffic rights, can then add
more flights to new local destinations, says CEO

Arindam Majumder
& Forum Candhi

Nivw Dellil | Muambiik: Etikad, ow
ned by Abu I¥habn's soyvereign fund
ADG, B nol imterestod ininvesting
b Imedio s adeles, CEO Antonoaldo
Neves mild ET in an interview, ali-
hougzh the cotntry remmins a focus
tisideot for the Cull cicrioe

“The answer is o clear no. Etihad
will ot doequity vestroent inair-
lines,” Neves said on the sidelines
ol the ool penernl meeting of
thee Internationnl Adr Transport As
socintion inMew Delhi

Uniiler former CEO James Hogan,
Etitunrl b dew isod a strategy of ac
guiring stakes in multiple mirlines
sarriss the wordd, incloding Jet Adr
winys in which i1 purchised o 24%
steee Lo 2003 for 179 mallion. [Lalso
biraght o 50% stale in Jet's layaliy
programme for §150 million

Soon after that. the thea United
Progressive Alllance (LIPA}govern
ment announced a four-fold incres:
sp in the number of seats ovadlsbis
onweekly flights betwoen Indiaand
Abm Dhabl, allowing Etihad & L
e lboe off the Indinn market

Internatiooal fyving righis are gl
located ona biluteral reciprocal ba
&is by the grvernment o akldines of
theeir eonmtry Alrdines canno g
ratirmore [ ekits than ey are aliot

ted. Bt the Navonal Democratic
Allianes {NDA ) govermment has be
en hawldsh about expond ing Oy ing
righits for Mididle Enst corfiers,

"UNEUETAINABLE
“Etiha] was buying atrfines all
ovier e world beeause Ethad was
assuming this would bring traflic
1o Abo Dhahi. i dossn’t work th
waiy. What wie wanil to di s parct
nerships,” Noves said

Etihnd hns o limited code share
partmershi pwith Aloasa Alrunder
whirch thas Gull sirline can sell se-
atsol Akasa Nights from Bengalo
iy End Ahmedabad go Al Dhabi

Flying rights between {he i e
i havo b echasted by adr
Lirves ol bt By eoameries doe to i 6x
pogertial growih of outhound b
ternational oraffic from Indin

Aveording (o the Travel Trends
20025, a report prepared by e Mas
tercard Economics Institute, In
e saw thee highest muomberal out
Devtrid travelliers o 2024, with Abu
IThmbi belng one of the top three
destinmtions

Abioul two vears ago, hie noled,
VAEaldines wsed only 50% of the
ir allocated seats betwoen Abu
Ditunbi and Tod s, while Indianeéar-
rlers used only #50% , Currontly, he

@ rARTNERSHIPSKEY

Etihad was buying
airlinesall over the
world because Etihad
Was assuming this would
bringtrafficto AbuDha-
bi. Itdoesn't work that
way, What we wantto

doispartnerships
ANTONDALDO NEVES

CED Efshacd

nihded, thers are “virtually no od.
ditional sents available ynder the-
selrnflorights.” hesadd

Creir last 3 years, [ndian carriers
algnifenntly boosted thisls geiryioe
torAbua Db, tripling thelr capa-
city, and doubled their mwtal copa-
bty Into lndla. Novis belisves (s
growth bemefits the Indian market
by offering more Night choices,

Howroveer, hie also polited ol that
“neither LAK nor Indian éarriers
hawer miore sents avallable toadd,”
muking inereasing flights hetwe
e i ] the TTAE almpst non-
existont woday Now thot the righis
nre fully used, Neves belioves “the
question ks now” He anticipates
“conversations are golog o hap-
pen” and “rmake plaee,” which he
cotigiders “goord, "

Etihad currently flies to 1 Indinn
destinntions but believes it canox.
s bo bedween 17 and 20, The ale
ine is prepored toadd more fehis
te noew, eurrenily “urderserved”
Inallam destinallons nnee necies=a
ry traffic rights nre secured

Etihumd operrntes abuoit 70 weel]y
Migehts toamal from Dnd i, Meves sa
bl thve bl Bnee b roeg s ted] Chae go-
vornment to increase geatl share,
asrisingouthound demand makes
Indinn crucial market
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AIR INDIA SIGNS INTERLINE
DEALS TO BOOST NETWORK

FPJ News Service

NEWDELHI
—

Air India on Tuesday said that
it has signed two codeshare
agreements and four interline
partnerships with major air-
lines, significantly enhancing
connectivity to Europe, par-
ticularly the Baltic region and
parts of Eastern Europe and
Central Asia. The airline has
announced interline partner
ships with airBaltic, Bulgaria
Air, Cyprus Airways, and
Uzbekistan Airways, signifi-
cantly enhancing connectivity
to Europe, particularly the
Baltic region and parts of
Eastern Europe and Central

P

—
il

]

Asia. The partnerships are said
o provide Air India passengers
seamless travel options to 18
maore destinations across six
countries in these regions,
while providing easier access
o India o the passengers of
the respective partner aifines.

The partnership  with
airBaltic will provide access o
Riga in Latvia, Tallinn in
Estonia, and Vilnius in
Lithuania wia Air India’s
Eumopean  gateways  at
Amsterdam, Paris,

The partnerships
will provide Al pax
seamless travel
options to 16 more
destinations across
six countries

Copenhagen, Frankfurt,
London  Gatwick, Milan-
Malpensa, Vienna, Zurich, or
Dubai. Similarly the Bulgaria
Air partnership will provide
access to Sofia via Air Indias
gateways at London Heathrow,
Paris, Amsterdam, Frankfurt,
Milan, Zurich, and Tel Aviv,
supporting travel to the vibrant
Eastern European city.



'1. '.--"---- : u ; 1 e 2 L]

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

FEEE PRESS JOURMNAL MUMBAT 5 JUNE 2025

DGCA flags safety
violations by

Turkish Airlines
Agencies

NEW DELHI

The Directorate General ol
Civil Aviation has flagged
multiple safety lapses by
Turkish Airlines following
unannounced ramp inspec-
tions between May 28 and
June 2 at 4 airports—Delhi
Hyderabad, Chennai, and
Bengalure According to @
statement by the Ministry of
Civil Aviation, these checks
were conducted under
Article 16 of the Comvention
on International  Civil
Ayiation, with a focus on both
passenger and cargo oper-
ations o ensure compliance
with Indian and inter national
aviation safety standards.
Violations were identfied
at Bengaluru airport, where g
marshaller, responsible for
directing aircraft on the
ground, was found to be un-
trained and lacked the com-
petency certification
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Agent (GSA) in India, effective July 1.
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Turbulent times? Last year saw highest-ever
hoax bomb threats against Indian aviation

Most of the threats were made through social media platform ‘\"

MPOST BUREAL

NEW DELHI: Hoax bomb
threats made to the Indian civil
aviation secior broke all reconds
in 2024 as their number rose by
miore than 300 times over the
last six years. Almost 60 per
cent of these menacing mes-
sages were sent using social-
media platform X, an official
report has said.

A total of 1,019 such threats
were received last vear as com-
pared to 330 such IMEsEages
made during the preced-
ing vears between 2018 and
2023, The maximum of such
messages, 6R7, were received
in the month of October
2024, according to the report
accessed by FTL

Minety-six such threats
were received in June 2024,
followed by 57 in April, 51 in
MNovember, with the numbers
tapering during the rest of the
mionths.

The highest number of such
fraudulent threats were issued
on X (611}, followed by e-mails
sent to airport operators, air-
lines and the CISF{281), verbal

Takeaways

» A total of 1,019 such
threats were received
last year os compared to
330 such messoges mode
during the preceding
vears betwean 2018 and
2023

#» The maximum of such
miessages, 887, were
received in the month of
October 2024

(47}, phone calls (45), written

(29) and text messages (six).
The threats were issued

against more than 600 domes-

tic and international flights of

multiple Indian carriers, lead-
ing to a “major” operational
and financial hit to the air-
lines, the passenger itiner-
ary and comfort and a “mega”
ﬁn.:raml:rlinﬁ of the security
parap

PTI reported in October
2024 that the Burean of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS)
under the Union civil aviation
ministry has tweaked the pro-

cedures to convene the Bomb
Threat Assessment Comnmit-
tee {BTAC) in the wake of
these huge numbers of mes-
being sent over the social
media. The BTAC is a mulii-
agency platform of various
encies that is convened once
athreat call linked to an airport
or aidine is received.

Of the 1,019 threats last
year, agencies declared 86 per
cent as non-specific or hoax, 8
per cent as specific or action-
able and in the remaining & per
cent, the BTAC was not con-
vened, the report prepared by

aviation security agencies said.

However, all such threats
made in 2024 were finally
declared hoaxes.

In all Lllf md;jasc-sé 'hf; 5:111.!-
rity ia de recl at
the ﬁpﬁﬁ Wis aftl\glcd? with
“limited or full-scale” anti-sab-
otage and sanitisation checks
being undertaken by security
personnel and bomb-dispesal
teams along with sniffer dogs,
a senior officer said.

A “peculiar” trend was
noticed by the agencies last year
as they found that the social-

media handles used to issue

such threats were “maostly” cre-
ated minutes before the men-
:II:ID.E sts Were ﬁblﬁhm It

found that multiple
au‘imes and flights were tagged
ina single such message posted
an X, the report said

This was an attempt to cre-
ate “panic and scare” in Indian
aviation. The civil aviation sec-
tor of any country is the most
security-sensitive one and its
robustness is directly linked
to the country’s image and its
investmentand tourism health,
officials in the aviation-security
domain said.

A senior officer said the air-
lines reported that they suffered
an estimated Rs 3 crore loss due
o each such hoax call that was
acted upon in accordance with
the standard operating proce-
dures. The social media-trig-
gu::cd hoax threat messages

purely & “misuse” of the
un!lne ium because it pro-
vides a fair amoont of anonym-
ity to the perpetrators as they
deploy the veil of virtual private
networks and internet protocod
{IP) spoafing, the officials said.
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Former Air India CMD
Ashwani Lohani named
new director of PMML

FARYEZ SULTAN i New Dalfd
FORMER head of Air India and

chairman of the Railway Board
Ashwani Lohani is the new
Prime Ministers Museum and
Library (PMBML) director The

offleial order for his appoint-
ment was issued on Wednesday
A 1980-batch officer of the In
dian Rallway Service of Me
chanical Enginesring (IRSME),
Lohani is known for turning
arou I'Iii various orga nlsat ins
during his iDustriows career

Following his retlrement
from IRSME service, he joined
the GMR Group as the CEQ,

According to the order dated
June 4, his appointment to the
post of director, Prime Minls
ters Museum and Library in
the rank and pay of Secretary
to the government of India on
contract basis™ is for three
vears from the date of assump-
tion of charge, or until further
orders whichever is earlier

As Chairman & Managing
Director of Alr India from A
gust 2015 to August 2017, he

helped pilot the o gan isst ion to
a position of stability and
earned oporating profits.

In between his two stinis in
Alr Indla, he also worked as
Rallway Board chalrman, Dur-
ing his tenure, the country’s

transport monolith went
through a major reform. It re-
sulted in impetas to the Vande
Bharat train, dedicated Ireight
corridors, high speed rallway
between Ahmedabad and Mum-
bai, doublingof tracks, electri-
[eation and above all 4 vastly
improved safety recond.

He also holds a Limen Record
for huving four engineering de-
grees in mechanical electrical,
metnllurgical and eleetronics
and telecom engineering
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In-flight
stare FIR
quashed

B NEW DELHE: Dedhi High
Conrt has quashed
an FIR against a man
accused of “persistent-
I¥" starfng at a woman
co-passenger on a fight
after the partles sotilad
the matter, Justice Ravin
der Dudela observed the
parties had arrived ata
settloment and prolong-
Ing the dispute woidd
serve no purpose. The
complainant confirmed
beftxre the court that
she satiled the case with
the petitioner without
any coerclon amd had no
clijectlon if the FIR was
fquashed. rm
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TATREESS AIRLNVES,

TURBULENCE

DGCA raps
Turkish
Airlines

AMIYA RLMAR
KUSHWAHA

New Delhic The Direcis-
rat=Ceneral of Civil Aviston
(DAY Bt condoeted sa ey
trspections of Tirkish Alr-
limes" passemper and carpt
Oights ar Delhl. Bydsrahad.
Chenns il Bemgalumn ro-
cently and flapead sasty Vo
Lytaomns

Toa vinlathens Include
Do O marshaliers, al-
sence of atreralt matRienance
sntneers and Improper has
Wling of dangerods poods 1bd
directsed the Boruig atriloues o
address thiss shorsromings
pendgely

FRecemly, the Indls-Turkes
commmmercial relstionabip has
frrained cibe of gD
Isieal seastons afver TRrksy
assurwd supHoct for Fakiszan
during the recent coseiet b
tween the (wo netghbourting
ooEaTien

AccErding 10 soiErved, b0
etsure compliance with tuth
Intermational and natjidal
safety regularioes, the avi-
ation regnintor carried ant
ihe imspectians frmmn Sley 15
in Juné 2 &5 DaTi of the A
welllapos of forelgn atreraft
programeme [n same foreden
altines

The DGCA found that at
Hengalura, the manshaller
handlisg ground oparations
Lackad] proper suthoriailion
anel g valb! costpetency catd
Er marshalling funcoons At
the Delhd Alrport. the evis-
thon wyechdog foond tmproper
hanaiitng of dassprous goods

Recently, the govermment
has canoelind e sSCUnty
clmrancs of 1he Turkish ort
th cosgany Celebl Aviiin
for pround hasndEng services
in many sirporms, incloding
Dl
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DGCA warns Turkish Airlines as
check reveals explosives on plane

Times News NETwork

New Delhi: India has warned
Turkish Airlines to comply
with all rules afier surprise
inspections of its aircraft at
four airports over the last one
week revealed lapses, inclu-
ding alleged carriage of ex-
plosives one one flight witho-
ut disclosing the dangerous
cargo.

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation had conduc-
ted “safety owversight and
ramp” inspections of the air-
line's passenger and cargo
flights at Delhi, Hyvderabad,
Chennai, and Bengaluru
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The DGCA conducted “safety
oversight and ramp" inspections
of the airline's passenger and
cargo flights at various airports
from May 29 to June 2, 2025

from May 29 to June 2, 2025.
Turkish's operations to India
will be under the lens as the
regulator says it will conduct
follow-up inspections “as ne-
cessary to ensure continuous

safety oversight”.

The key lapses found du-
ring this surprise “surveil-
lance of foreign (Turkish)air-
craft” include: “The cargo
contained dangerous goods
for which permission (is) re-
quired from DGCA for carria-
ge of explosives to/from over
India. Thiswasnot foundtobe
attached nor was it mentio-
ned in the dangerous goods
declaration,” according to an
aviation ministry statement.

The check revealed there
was no “service-level agree-
ment in place between Tur-
kish Airlines and its ground
handling agent.
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