AIF?I"‘UF« ¥ EﬁLllHClﬁif 4 L?F INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD

DELHL

65 APRIL 2026

STATSGURU
Airports
gather speed,
long runway
formany

[MUYANT PRMNEA)

Prime Mingster Narendm Modi inau-
i purated the first phase of Modds Inges-
national Alrportin Jewaron March
28, Irelia heas over 0o alrpors of varlows tvpes, with
meore than 54 per centcwrrently operational and
around seven per cent remaining unused.

The numbes of alrports in Indls haes grown sig-
nificanty, riging from Bo ln 2005 1o 162 bn 2025,
During this period, the proportionof non-oper-
atlonal alrposs fas Auomustad between 7 per cent
and 23 per cent_ {Char i)

Ltear Pradesh, Maharmshra and Gujarat had
the highest share of operational sirports in 2005
{Chart2)

Berween 2023-24 and 2024-25, the share of
diomesthc alrports declined, snd that of Interna-
tional and Customs abrports ncreased. (Chart 3§

Concurrentdy, for leading jodnt ventures, the
share of net profic in revenue declined: Indira
Gandhl International Alrport’s prafit share fell
From 17 peer cend to just 0 per cent. (Chart 4)

Private players have expanded their presence
over the past decaide, increasing thelr stakes and
acquirng new alrpons. (Chart 5)

Globally, among Large econ-
omibes, India sccountad for o7 per
cent of the workd's alrpodts in ao=q.
while the United States, Germany,
and China had the
largeat shases, /
(Charn &)

StatsGury i 2 wesdy forlure. Every Monday,
Businpss Standard guides you through the numbers
wou nan d to know to maks serse of the headlines

Operational airports
double in a decade
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4 Profit declines for most
joint-wventure airports
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Private firms’ dominancein

the sector strengthens
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AAImarks 31st
Annual Day
‘Vyom’ at Bharat
Mandapam:

Airports Authority of
India celebrated its 31st
Annual Day, themed
“Vyom', at Bharat
Mandapam on 1 April
2026, highlighting its role
in India’s fast-growing
aviation sector. Union
Civil Aviation Minister
Rammuohan Naidu
Kinjarapu attended as
the chief guest, while AAI
Chairman Vipin Kumar
praised the organisation’s
achievements.
Emplovees were
honoured with
Chairman’s Awards for
excellence in operations,
innovation, safety and
customer service.
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LGBI Airport
wins recognition
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, April 4:
Lokapriya Gopinath Bardoloi
International Airport (LG-
BIA), Guwahati, has been
awarded the prestigious
Zero Waste to Landfll (ZWL)
Platinum — Class I Rating,
marking a key milestone in
its sustamahility journey.

The recognition under-
scores the airport’s commit-
ment to responsible waste
management, with an excep-
tional waste diversion rate of
over 99.9 per cent and the
integration of the 5R princi-
ples — Reduce, Reuse, Repur-
pose, Recycle, and Recover
—across its operations.

With this achievement,
LGBIA becomes the fifth air-
port under Adam Airports
Holdings Limited (AAHL) to
earn this distinetion, alongside
Trivandrum, Ahmedabad,
Jaipur, and Lucknow airports,
reflecting a collective push
towards sustamable practices.

The airport has also at-
tained Level L3 traceability
of diverted waste streams,
reinforcing a strong and
transparent waste manage-
ment system.
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Increase in number
of flights per day at
the Leh airport

ls Flights at Leh airport have been
increased from eight to 18 per
day, to boost air connectivity
ahead of the peak tourism season,
Lieutenant Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena
said on Sunday. He said two more flights
are expected to begin operations soon,
providing flexibility for visitors, and invited
holiday-makers to experience Ladakh for
an "unforgettable” trip. en
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Forest clearance for Puri airport

SUBHASHISH MOHANTY

Bhubaneswar: The Centre
has granted stage-1 (in-prin-
clple) approval for diverslon
of forest land for the construc-
tion of the proposed Shree Ja-
gannath Internatonal Afrport
n Purl, clearing a major hur-
dle to the project.

However, the Opposition
Congress on Saturday volced
concern over the alrport’s lo-
cation.

Puri collector Dibya Jyod
Parida sald: “Wehave recelved
the approval. But there are
many clavuses in i, Hke atfores-
tatlon, that we nead to fulfil.”

In & letter to the principal
secretary (forests), govern-
ment of Odisha, the minisiry
of environment, forest and

clmate change sald. “After
careful consideratlon of the
proposal of the Government
of Odisha and on the basls of
recomumendations of the Advl-
201y Committes and approval
of the same by the competent
authority of MoEFCC, New
Delhi, the Central government
herety accords in-principle or
stage-1 approval under Sac-
ton 2 (1) {11y of the Van (San-
ralishan Evam Samvardhan)
Adhintyam, 1980, for diversion
of 27.287 hectares of DLC for-
est land for constructlon of
Shree Jagannath Internation-
al Afrport under Purl Forest
Diviston.”

DLC forest land refers
to land identifled by the dis-
trict-level committee as hav-
1ng forest-lks characteristics

stch as natural vegetatlon or
roe COVEr.

The proposal for the air-
port was examined by the
advlsory commitiee under
the Act on February 27, 2025,
“After detailed evaluation
and recommendation, the
competent authority gramted
stage-1 approval,” a senior of-
firial sald.

The proposed alrport 1s
expected to slgnificantly en-
hance direct conmectivity
between the pllgrimage town
of Purl and other parts of the
COUntry.

However, the Congress
ralsed objectlons. Odisha
Pradesh Congress Committes
president Bhakta Charan Das
sabd: “If the airport comes up
at the proposed site near the

towin, 1t will adversely lmpact
the climate, the ecosystem and
existing structuras in Puri.
The landing of large aircraft
wiih hilgh nolse levels will also
have a negative effect. The
site should be shifted 25 to 30
kilometres away. We will not
allow the alrport to come up
in Purt.”

‘The Shree Jagannath Afr-
port will be developed over
1164 acres atan estimated cost
of 5,631 crore. “The constric-
tion will take place in throee
phases. Once complete, It will
have the capacity to handie 4.6
million passengers annually,”
asource In the chief minister's
office sald.

The alrport will be bilt
at Sipasaruball, about 10km
from the Purf sea beach.
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Dubai curbs on Indian carriers under
scrutiny as Gulf conflict hits operations

BURNING FUEL. The issue was recently communicated to the government by the FIA, seeking review

—
Rohit Vaid
Haw Dalhi

The disparity bn air traffic ac-
cess  between India and
Dubal bs coming under scru-
tiry at 4 thme when airlines

on both sides are npemw

under exceptional oo
thoms due o the Gulf
conflict, sources  told
husinecsline.

Accordingly, the issue was
recently flagged by the Fed-
eration of Indian Abrlines
(FIA] ina communlcation to
the Mindstry of Civil Aviarion
(MoCA), seeking review of
capacity deployment in the
CLUFFENT enviFanment.

In the communication,
FlA rold MoCA thar Dubai
Intermational Airport (DXE)
authorivies had  mandated
flight cancellations for the
Northern Summer 2026 ses-
son berween April 20 and
May 31, restricting forelgn

e e e e TS .

DENIED SPACKE. indian carriers flying to Europe and the United
States are being forced to teiee Ionger routes, resulting in higher
fuel burn and extended fight durations swws

carriers to only ome rotation
perday.

DIFFERENT RULES
However, UAE-based carri-
ers, such as Emirates and
FlyDubal, have resumed op-
erations to India at pre-dis-
ruption levels and are not
subject to simibr restric-
tions, resulting in whar in-
dustry  szakeholders  de-
seribed as an uneven playi
feld piaying

Se ehy, industry
Bouru:gp:r::ﬂd' Bustnessline thet
I..uumms and FlyDubai 1o

ram: around 15
v f! s berween Dubal
and mubiple Indisn cries,
while Indian carriers con-
tinoe to have limited abilicy
to seale up services on these
routes, despite sustained de-
mand on the corrdor.

1n s communleation, the
F1A nowed thar the conrinu-
ation of such restrictions is

already leading 1o anti-com-
petitive market conditions,
operational  inefficiencieg,
substantisl revenue losses
and passenger

inconvenience,

EXTENDED FLIGHTS
Speaking o husinesdine, n-

dustry  stakeholders  sald
with portions of alrspace re-
srricted, Indian carners fly-

ing o Europe and the US are
being foreed 1w take lo
routes, resulting in highe
fuel burn and extended Aight
durarions, kn almost all cases
.uid;ing hours 1o flight time.
operational  chal-
Iaﬂ.fes coupled with higher
eonsEmprion, are fue-
ther stralning airline eco-
nomibcs ar @ mme when oost
pressures remain elevared,
sources added.

“The imbalance becomes
more visihle in sinations
like this. Indian carriers are
dealing with longer routes

and r operaling costs,
w}uleh-ls:‘x};:o uiLgh“anm' d
room 1o nd e ]
where deﬁ mgt:emn;
alrline execurive said.

According m  in r
smiehulderﬁ, the cudfrm
sirustion reflects how ca
city and access are bex
meanaged during a period
disruption, with  airlines
seeking a more balanced ap-
proach under existing bilar-
eral arrangements.

Consequently, the in-
dustry body urged the gov-
efnment to  engage  with
Dubal 1o remove the restric-
tions and allow Indian carri-
erg [ restore operarions o
pre-dbsuption levels.

It suggested thar recip-
rocal messures could be con-
sidered, inclwding restricting
the operations of Dubal car-
rlers m line with the cumo-
larive sear capacity d i
by Indian ﬂlmﬁ Euﬂwrhu
route.
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West Asia conflict, airspace
curbs cost carriers R2.5K cr

[ran war, airspace curbs

may cost carriers X2.5K cr

SURAEET DAS GUPTA
Newr Delhi, 5 Ajpil

Indian mirlines are facing revenue losses of
ebout 2,500 crore @mid the ongoing conflict
in West Asia, acoording to the latest estimates
shared by the industy. The situstion could de-
teriorate further if the war drags on and air-
space across [ran — and, crucially, Pakistan —
remains shut, eroding the economics of the lu-
crative India-Europe corridor.

The broader conflict in West Asia, the lar-
gest intemational market for In-
disn carriers, has forced a sharp
reduction in daily flights relative

v tothe summer schedule. The re-

sult- Significant underutilisation

m of capacity, grounded aircraft,
and mounting revenue losses.

According to zlobal aviation analysts,

IndiGo, which has spproval to operete 310
international flights a day in the summer
schedule, is currently flving only about 60 per
cent of that capacity. It has cut 115 flights to
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries and
another 10 to Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS) destinations where services from
Indin have been suspended. The aifine com-
mands close to &8 40 per cent share of the
India-GCC route. Tirm to Page & b

Persistent turbulence

= West Asia is the largest international
market for Indian camers

& The conflict there has forced a sham
reduction in daily flights for the
summmer scheduls

& IndiCio has approval to operate 310 in-
ternational fights a day. But it's corrently
fiying only aboit 50% of that cpacty

& Estimates suggest Alr india is opérating
30-40 flights a day to the six GCC
courtries, against a schedule of more
than 100 flights in the region

= Efforts are under way to redeploy
capadity, say airline executives, but
the process is slow

EDIT
i Dire straits ap

The Air India group is also
affected. Estimates sugwsest it
is operating only 30-40 fights
& day to the six GCC countries
(Bahrain, Kowait, Oman,
Qatar, Sandi Arabia, and the
United AmbEmirates), against
# schedule of more than 100
tights to the region.

Redeployingsurplus capac-
ity to domestic routes is, honw-
ever, lar from straishtforwand,
“We don’t know in advance
how many flizhts ame being
permitted — it's often & last-
minute decision in places like
Duibai or Abu Dhabi.”™ said a
senior girline executive who
did notwishtobe named. “"GCC
carners get priorty inskot allo-
passengers from the GCC
to Southeast Asia and Sasrc
[South Asian Association for
Regional Coopermation) mar-
kets. Even this fedgling
business istaking a hit.”

And then there is the
restricted airspace over Ian
end, more critically, Pakistan
= vyital cormidors for India-
Europe opemtions.  “Indian
CRITICTS are sceing 40-50 per
cent higher block times due to
the unavailability of Pakistani
and some West Asian airspace,”
said an airline CEQ. “That
muzans higher fusel bum, which
will translate into increased
furl surcharzes for passengers.
Europesn and CIS carriers ane
not similarly affected, as they
canoverfly Pakistan”

The closure of Pakistani
girspace has already forced
Indian carriers like IndiGo to
sispend services to C15 coun-
tries. A Dwedhi-Manchester
flight, for instance, now takes
over three hours longer, result-
ing in a 3035 per cent increase

cation. On ceriain routes like
Ras Al Khaimsh, traffic is
larpely one-way, with passen-
pers retuming to Indis. Aircratt
have to depart empty, whichis
commercially unviable.”
While efforts ame uander
way to redeploy capacity, the
process is slow, say airline
executives.  Mew  moutes
requite regulatory approvals,
advance ticket sales, and
sustained marketing — steps
that can take a month or more.
“The impact of the West Asia
situation cxtends beyond
point-to-point  trafic” an
executive said. “Indisn car-
riers are building the country
as 4 transit hub — bringing

in avistion turbine fuel con-
sumption. at a time when fucl
prices are themselves rising.
Even on long-haul US
routtes, Airlndia faces eaended
hying times of up to five hours
due to sirspacc constraimts,
placing it at a disadvantape
relativeto European rivals, This
hias opened an opportunity for
foreign cammiers o position
themselves as transit hubs for
omward travel within Europe.
Indian airlines point to
intensifying — competition.
Aimspace distuptions have
cnabled foreign camiers to
expand  direct  servioes
between Europe and India,
capturing market share. Luf-
than=a, for instance, has
increased frequencies on four
routes, incloding  scaling
Frankfiirt-Delhi services from
five weekly flights to daily
operations starting the end
of April. Swiss Intermational
Air Lines, Air Canada and
British Airways ame also plan-
ning frequency additions.
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Air India suspends flights
to Israel till May 31

AMIDTHE DMGOING war in West Asia, Alrincia

has u;e*dedtﬂth_.m srael dil May 31. The
LLapE ffi_| s has caused | O WO B
:II_U.‘I":JI'I'I'DIZ‘ -'-IJ 000 Indians living in israd
wiho wish to travel o Inda. = PTI
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Indian airlines cancelled 10K
flights since W Asia war began

MNeha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: More than 10,000
flights operated by Indian air-
lines have been cancelled since
February 28 as airspace disrup-
tions persist in West Asia follow-
ing US-Israel military opera-
tions, according to people aware
of the matter.

“Between February 28 and
April 5, Indian airlines cancelled
10,341 flights, while foreign carri-
ers reported 2,177 cancellations,”
an official said on condition of
anonymity. “On Sunday alone,
Indian airlines cancelled 284
flights, taking the cumulative
total of passengers impacted to
over 10.79 lakh [1.079 million].”

The disruptions stem from
restrictions across key Middle
East airspace corridors, forcing
airlines to reroute flights. oper-
ate longer sectors, or suspend
services altogether.

o — r ___...—-

The cancellations impacted a
cumulative total of 1.079
million passengers.

“The airspace status across
the region remains unchanged
since the last advisory issued on
March 17. Despite the con-
straints, Indian airlines have sus-
tained connectivity through a
mix of scheduled and non-
scheduled operations (NSOP),
particularly on high-demand
India-Middle East sectors,” a
second official said.

Between February 28 and
April 3, Indian airlines carried
240,254 passengers and oper-
ated 45 NSOP movements, the

official said. “Foreign airlines
carried 443,881 passengers and
undertook 18,924 NSOP move-
ments during the same period,”
the second official added.

A third official said that on
April 4, Indian carriers operated
44 inbound flights from West
Asia, bringing back 8,061 passen-
gers. “Overall, more than
730,000 passengers have been
flown into India since the dis-
ruptions began,” the third offi-
cial said. “Indian airlines had
planned 42 inbound flights from
the region on April 5, indicating
continued efforts to maintain
passenger movement amid oper-
ational challenges,” he added.

Officials confirmed that one
Air India Express aircraft
remains stranded in Abu Dhabi
due to ongoing restrictions.
However, they said domestic air-
port operations remain unaf-
fected, with no congestion
reported across Indian airports.
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OMCs to cut refinery
payoults to curb losses

T
feedtackbivemint com
EW DELHI

deregulation, Indiin state-

rum ol marketing comgxinkss
will pay refineries adiscounted
price for petrol, diesel mvlatlon
turtdne fiel (ATF) and kero-
s B0 Hmit maoumiting losses
froamn M'lFIlI!I.N.IEﬂ.'II Freexe on
retisd] fusel prices, sowrces sl

The oll marketing conpa-
e A ) s s

l n & first since fuel price

remnied unchanged, fonelng
OMCsto sbsorh the impact.
With no immediate end 1o
thecoandlict inseghi, OMCsTuve
chis ks i Mg o elbseonint oo the
reflnery transfer prioe (HTH—
thie internal price st which
refineries sell el o marketing
armas—toefectivedy pay refin-
b [ than thee Eoport - pear-
Ity cost ol the fuels e petrol
anid diesed.
For thee sevogu] half of March,
addiscount of T22 382 per hiloli-
e (¥22.34 per

March Axed rates The discounted Niire ) weas (ixed on
for petroleum  rapes, applicable  diesel o bring
poducts that &0¢ from 16 March, dowm the RTF of

ataddisconntofug il hit standalope (R3]

kil tan

1o BG0 per Litre 1o refiners such as TS, O peer kL

thelr Imported MRPL, CPCL and
HMEL the most

vosl two peojple
with direct
lu.ll.l'|'.|l.'|1!.'.1'1:l|'IJ:||"' =
mustter sald. The
discounted rates, which are
applicabde with effect from 16
March, will hit standalone
reflners such as MRPL. CPCL
e HMEL the msost.
ltermational ol prices have
risen Fromabout 570 per bareel
before the West Axla war ta
over SHML b retall petrod and
these]l prices in Indla have

For the Mrat
fomudght of Apeil,
the discount on

] diesel has been

Ticedd ar TR0 30
per kl 1o lower RTF from
146, 243 per b 1o TRE 0 per
KL Onu ATF, the RTT has been
slashed o 176923 per ki from
127 4R6 per Kl after consider-
gy clisernnt of §300.564 per kL
Thee RTP for kerosene afiera
oot of s 445,51 per k] has
beeem fixed at Bs 77,5354 per kl
from Rs 123846 per kL they sakd.
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Adr bnafia's diresct flight servics betwasn Mew Dealhi
and Ted A wias relaunched on 1 January.

Air India halts Israel
flights till 31 May

ﬁ i the oo bngg war kn West Aska, Alr
Irudia has suspended s Qighits to lsrael 1l

3 My,

An Alr India executive conflrmed to PIT that
the airline has suspended Mights an the New
Delhl-Tel Aviv roate tll 31 May.

Most leading adrlines have suspended thedr
operations on the Tel Aviv route with only
Israedi carriers Wee ELAL Bseadir, Arkda and Adr
Halfa operating under severe restrictions.

The saespsensbon of Neghits has coused major
warrbes among more than 40,000 ludians
lving In Tsrael. Indians keslong to leave Israel
have to go through Joedan or Egypt by entering
thes two countries through land erossings.

Thee Inelian missbon in Tel Aviv has been
asalsting those looking totravel through
various means. The emibassy has abso
mudntdmeed regular contaet with the
coanmunbly during the period, opening a 2457
cmergency Une and also launching a massive
registration drive.

The direct flkghi service between New Lefhi
and Tel Avivwas relavnched on | January with
Fonr weekdy Mights, utilizing the sdvaneed
Bostbnye THT Direambiner afrerali. FT
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Air India suspends flights to Israel till May 31

HARINDER MISHRA
M Jerusalem

Amid the ongoing war in
West Asia, Air India has sus-
pended its flights to Israel
till May 31.

An Air India executive
confirmed to PTI that the
airline has suspended flights
on the New Delhi-Tel Aviv
route till May 31

Most of the leading air-
lines have suspended their
operations on the Tel Aviv
route with only Israeli car-
riers like EL Al, IsraAir, Arkia
and Air Haifa operating
under severe restrictions.

The suspension of flights
has caused major worries
among more than 40,000
Indians living in Israel who
wish to travel to India for

personal or professional
reasons, or even to escape
the escalating tensions
in the region.

Indians looking to leave
Israel have to go through
Jordan or Egypt by entering
the two countries through
the land crossings.

The Indian mission in Tel
Aviv has been assisting
those looking to travel

through various means.

The embassy has also
maintained regular contact
with the community during
the period, opening a 24x7
emergency line and also
launching a massive regis-
tration drive.

Ambassador | P Singh and
the embassy team on
Saturday held virtual discus-
sion with Indian workers

and students across Israel to
listen to their concerns,
assuring them of “constant
support during the ongoing
crisis, and beyond”, the
mission said on its social
media handle.

The direct flight service
between New Delhi and Tel
Aviv was re-launched on
January 1 with four weekly
flights, utilising the advanced
Boeing 787 Dreamliner air-
craft. However, flights have
been disrupted ever since
the US and lIsrael jointly
attacked Iran on February 28.

The retaliation by the
Islamic Republic extended
the war to the entire Gulf
region. The conflict has taken
amajor toll on energy supply
chains, especially across the
Strait of Hormuz. (PTI)
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Airconnectivity boostfor Lehwith18flights
adaytoenhancetouristfootfall

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
e, SApril

With the onset of the tourist
season, air connectivity o
Ladakh has received a major
boost as daily light opertions
at Leh's Kushok Bakula
Rimpoche Airport have
increased sharply from eight
to18 flights from 1 April.

These operations include
twochartered flights to Delhi
and Chandigarh, along with
regular scheduled services
connecting Leh with major
destinations such as Delhi,
Mumbai, Srinagar, and
Chandigarh.

Lt. Governor VK Saxenaon
Sundaywelcomed theincrease
in fight frequency and reiterated
theadminiktmtonscommitment
to strengthening infrastructure
and connectivity in Ladakh.

The Statesman

Mon,
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/79558875

*ﬂ*?

“Ladakh is all set to welcome
a larger number of visitors
than before”, the LG wrote on
X.

The LG highlighted that the
new terminal building at
Kushok Bakula Rimpochee
Airport, which is nearing
completion, will significantly
enhance passenger handling
capacity and provideamodern
travel experience, thereby

06 April 2026

ﬁﬂ#ﬁﬂ

02

boosting tourist footfallinthe
region. Reaffirming his vision,
the LG stated that continuous
efforts are being made to
position Ladakhas oneof the
best tourist destinations in
the country, with a focus on
sustainable and well-planned
development.

Anofficial spokesman said
that additionally, two extra
[lights by Air India have been

approved andare expected to
commence operations shortly;
which will further enhance
connectivity and provide
terrrists and residents, a greater
flexibility to plan their joumeys
to and fro from Leh.

Thedevelopment comes as
a result of sustained efforts
led by LG VK Saxena toimprove
connectivity with Ladakh.

A delegation of tourism
stakeholders comprising
members of the All Ladakh
Tour Operators Association
(ALTOA), All Ladakh Hotel
and Guest House Association
(ALHGHA), and All Kargil
Travel Trade Association
(AKTTA) had earlier called
on the LG, and requested his
interventionin increasingthe
frequency of flight stoLadakh
to facilitate a rise in tourist
footfall in the region.

It i5 pertinent to mention
that tourist inflow in Ladakh
had witnesseda sharp decline
last year followingthe Pahalgam
termor incident and adversely
affected the livelihoods of
those dependent on
tourism-related activities.

The increase in flight
operations is expected to play
a crucial role in restoring
tourists’ confidence and
revitalizing the local economy.

The increase in daily flight
operations also assume
significance in wake of the
upcoming Great Exposition
of the Holy Relics of Buddha
at Leh in May, followed by
the first ever Sindhu Maha
Kumbhin.Junethisyear. These
mega events are expected to
attract a large number of
domestic and international

Lo rists.
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Flights to Leh rise sharply
with start of tourist season

JAMMU, APRILS
In a boost to air connectivity
and the tourism sector in
Ladakh, the onset of the new
tourist season has led toa sig-
nificant increase in the num-
ber of daily flights operating
to Leh from April 1,

According to the flight
schedule for April 2, opera-
tions at Kushok Bakula Rim-
pochee Airport in Leh rose
sharply from eight fights
(including two charter serac-
es) to a total of 18 fliphts in a
single day. These moude two
charter flights to Delhi and
Chandigarh, along with regu-
lar scheduled services con-
necting Leh to major cities
sueh as Delhi, Mumbai, Sri-
mupar and Chandigarh,

“Additionally, two extra
flights by Air India have been
approved and are expected to
commence operations short-
Iy, This will further enhance
commectivity and  provide
greater fexibility for tounsts
and residents planning their
journeys to and from Leh," a
spokes person said,

The development comes as
a result of sustained efforts
led by Lieutenant Govemaor

An aircraft takes off from Kus hok Bakula Rimpoch

VE Saxena to improve con-
nectivity with Ladakh. Eadi-
er, a delegation of tourism
stakeholders—including
members of the All Ladakh
Tour Operators Association
(ALTOA), All Ladakh Hotel
and Guest Hou se Assoaation
ALHGHA), and All Kargil
Travel Trade Association
(AKTTA)—met the L-G and
requested an inerease in
flight frequency to boost
tourist footfall in the region.
It is noteworthy that tourist
inflow in Ladakh witnessed a
sharp decline last wyear
adversely affecting ivelihoods
dependent on tourism-related
activities, The increase in
flight opemations 15 expected to
play a crurial role in restoring
tourst confidence and revital-

1sing the local economy;

The enhanced flight con-
nectrvity also assumes sipnif-
itance in view of upcoming
major events, induding the
Great Exposition of the Holy
Relics of Buddha in May and
the first-ever Sidhu Maha
Eumbhin June, These events
are expected to attrad a lirge
niumber of domestic and
intemational visitors.

Welcoming the increase in
flight frequency, the Lieu-
tenant Governor said the new
terminal building at Kushok
Bakula Rimpoches Airport,
which is nearing completion,
will significantly enhance
passenger handling capacity
and offer 8 modern travel
experience, thereby boosting
tourism in the region,
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Families of Ahmedabad Al crash victims
seek release of black box data, write to PM

AHMEDAEAD, APRIL 5
Ten months after the trmpic Air
India plane crash that killed
260 persons, bereaved fimilies
of the victims have wntten to
Prime DMinister Narendra
MModi, urging the release of the
Cockpit Voice Recorder (CVR)
and black box data,

Air Indiaflight AT171,a Boe-
ing T87-8 aircraft en mite to
London, erashed into a med-
ical college hostel complex
shortly after take-off from
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport here on

June 12, 2025,

Amiind 30 beremved families
from armss Gujarat met in
Ahmedabad on Saturday and
wrotea letter to the PRV, request-
ing the release of the CVR and
‘black box' data to uncover the
truth behind the calamity;

“We want to know the truth
about what caused the crash
and whether there was any
technical problem,” they said

The letter, copies of which
were sent to the Aireraft Aca-
dent Inwvestigation Bureau,
Directorate General of Chil

Aviation and Gujarat Cheef
Minister Bhupendra Patel,
stated thatifthe blackbocdata
cannot be made public, it
should at least be shared with
thevictims' famibes, private v
“Iy home feels empty now”
said MNilesh Pumhit who lost
his 24-vear-old son in the crash,
“No amount of compensation
can £l this void. We don't want
money, we just want to know
what happenead.” he said.
Kinjal Patel from Vasad, who
Iost her mother, descoribed the
difficulty of using the website

created by Air India recently
to help fambies recover vic-
tims' belonpings.
“There are over 25,000 items
listed., but the imapes are
unclear It's almost impossi
bile to find anything.” she said.
Others voiced concerns over
the lack of accessible commu-
nication channels, Bomin Vora
from Kheda, who lost his
maother, brother and daughter,
spoke about the strugples
faced by families unfamiliar
with digital tools. The airline's
response was awaited, — PT1
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