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BENGALURL

‘Best arrivals’
award for
B’luru airport

Kempegowda International
Airport has been ranked
the 'Best Airport at Arrivals
Globally' at the 2025 ASG
Awards by Airports Council
International, marking its
fourth consecutive win,
officials said. The ACI
Airport Service Guality
Programme measures
passenger satisfaction
through in-journey surveys,
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{ KEY STEP TO START OPS }

Noida airport gets security clearance

Vinod Rajput
vinod.rajput @htlive.com

GREATER NOIDA: Noida Interna-
tional Airport has received
mandatory security clearance
from the Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS), paving
the way for its inauguration,
officials announced Thursday.

The approval from BCASisa
critical prerequisite for the aer-
odrome licence from the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), which is
expected to be issued “within a
week,” said RK Singh, chief
executive officer of Noida Inter-
national Airport Limited
(NIAL), the Uttar Pradesh gov-
Eernment agency overseeing the
project.

AFTER THE DGCA
LICENCE IS ISSUED,
CARGO AND
DOMESTIC FLIGHT
OPERATIONS ARE
EXPECTED TO
BEGIN IN 45 DAYS

Following the BCAS clear-
ance, DGCA will conduct a final
inspection of the airport before
issuing the licence - the final
major prerequisite before oper-
ations can commence, said
Shailendra Bhatia, NIAL nodal
officer.

Officials confirmed that con-
struction work for the first
phase of the airport is now

complete. “The airport infra-
structure planned under the
first phase is fully ready to han-
dle 12 million passengers annu-
ally. The terminal building, air
traffic control tower and run-
way as envisaged in the first
phase are ready,” Bhatia said.

After the DGCA licence is
issued, cargo and domestic
flight operations are expected
to begin within 45 days, as
mandated under the project
plan. International flight oper-
ations are likely to start from
September this year, officials
said.

Supporting infrastructure,
including the road connecting
the airport to the Yamuna
Expressway, has also been
completed.

The date for the formal inau-
guration has not yet been final-
ized and will be decided by the
Prime Minister's Office, offi-
cials said.

The Noida International Air-
port, developed on approxi-
mately 1,300 hectares in Jewar,
Gautam Buddh Nagar, is a
major public-private partner-
ship project. Awarded in Octo-
ber 2020 to Zurich Airport
International AG, it is being
built and operated by its Indian
subsidiary under a 40-year con-
cession. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi laid the foundation
stone in November 2021, Once
operational, the airport is
expected to become a major
aviation hub for the Delhi-NCR
region.
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Security at airport outweighs
devotional right: Bombay HC

The Bombay High Court on Thursday
underscored that national security concerns
outweigh individual religious practices,
dismissing a plea by a group of cab and
autorickshaw drivers who sought to offer namaz
near Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport during the ongoing month of Ramzan.
“Ramzan is undoubtedly an integral part of the
faith, but that does not translate into a
fundamental right to pray at any given spot,”
stated a Division Bench of Justice B.P.
Colabawalla and Justice Firdosh Pooniwalla.
“When security considerations are paramount,
they must override.”
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Impact of curbs: Guif flyers forced
to pay steep fares to return home

Nithya.Mandyam @timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: As flight operations slowly resume
between the Gulf region and Bengaluru, airlines
are clearing the backlog of stranded passengers
in a chronological sequence, based on the original
date of booking.

Passengers said airlines are prioritising those
whose flights were cancelled earlier, with travel-
lers from Feb 25 departures being accommaodated
first, followed by those scheduled on Feb 27 and
subsequent dates. While this svstem allows air-
lines to clear the backlog in an orderly manner,
it also means that many passengers are reach-
ing Bengaluru several days after their originally
scheduled arrival, foreing them to miss important
work commitments, family events and travel plans.

Airport sources said airlines are trying to re-
store operations gradually on West Asia routes af-
fected by the recent airspace restrictions, but limit-
ed flights and heavy passenger loads are resulting
in a long quene of travellers waiting to return.

Jayaprakash TP, a Bengaluru resident who was
originally scheduled to land in the city on Feb 26,
said he has now been rebooked on a flight depart-
ing Dubai on March 6.

“My original flicht was cancelled, and since
then we waited for updates. The airline told us they
are clearing passengers based on the original book-
ing dates. Emirates has now issued me a ticket for
March 6 without asking for extra charges, but
there is still uncertainty until the flight actually
takes off," Javaprakash said.

Yelahanka resident Pradeep Kumar said he was
supposed to return to Bengaluru on Feb 27 after a
short business trip to Dubai but was repeatedly re-
booked. “Every few days we get an update saying
the next available flight is later because passengers
from earlier cancelled flights are being accommo-
dated first. While it is understandable, the uncer-
tainty is very stressful because we do not know
exactly when we will reach home,” he said.

Reuters

| T

TRYING
TIMES:
Limited
flights and
heavy
passenger
loads at
Dubai and
other
airports in
West Asia
are
resulting
in long
queues of
travellers
waiting to
return
home

TRAVELLERS OF EARLIER CANCELLATIONS GET PRIORITY

5 flight operations slowly

resume between the Gulf

region and Bengaluru, airlines
are clearing the backlog of stranded
passengers in a chronological
sequence, based on the original
date of booking.

Passengers said airlines are
prioritising those whose flights were
cancelled earlier, with travellers from
Feb 25 departures being
accommodated first, followed by
those scheduled on Feb 27 and
subsequent dates. While this system
allows airlines to clear the backlog in
an orderly manner, it also means that
many passengers are reaching
Bengaluru several days after their
originally scheduled arrival, forcing

them to miss important work
commitments, family events
and travel plans.

Airport sources said airlines are
trying to restore operations gradually
on West Asia routes affected by the
recent airspace restrictions, but
limited flights and heavy passenger
loads are resulting in a long queue of
travellers waiting to return.

Jayaprakash TP, a Bengaluru
resident who was originally
scheduled to land in the city on Feb
26, said he has now been rebooked on
a flight departing Dubai on March 6.

“My original flight was cancelled,

and since then we waited for updates.

The airline told us they are clearing
passengers based on the original

booking dates. Emirates has now
issued me a ticket for March 6
without asking for extra charges,
but there is still uncertainty until
the flight actually takes off,”
Jayaprakash said.

Yelahanka resident Pradeep
Kumar said he was supposed to
return to Bengaluru on Feb 27 aftera
short business trip to Dubai but was
repeatedly rebooked. “Every few days
we get an update saying the next
available flight is later because
passengers from earlier cancelled
flights are being accommodated first.
While it is understandable, the
uncertainty is very stressful because
we do not know exactly when we will
reach home,” he said. mx
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Noida Airport Gets Security Clearance

First Flight In 45 Days? DGCA To Carry Out Final Inspection For Aerodrome Licence In A Week

Aditya.Dev
@timesofindia.com

Noida: Noida International Air-
port has received security clear-
ance from the Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS), a decisive
step that moves the greenfield air-
port into the last stretch before
commercial operations begin.

The clearance, granted on
Thursday, approves the airport's
core security framework like bo-
Jmb threat contingency plan
(BTCP), anti-hijack contingency
plan (AHCP) and airport security
programme (ASP). With these
documents examined, the directo-
rate general of civil aviation
(DGCA) is now expected to carry
out a final inspection and issue the
aerodrome licence.

Officials at Noida International
Airport Limited (NIAL), the govt
agency monitoring the project, said
the aerodrome licence could come
within a week of DGCA's final in-
spection. “The security vetting ap-
proval on Thursday brings the air-
port closer to operational readin-
ess,” NIAL chief executive officer
REK Singh said.

Nodal officer Shailendra Bhatia
said DGCA would soon conduct the
last inspection, and added that the
concessionaire operating the air-
port must meet specifie conditions

File photo

ALL SET FOR TAKEOFF

before the licence is granted. Once
the aerodrome licence is issued, do-
mestic passenger flights and cargo
operations are expected to begin
within 45 days, in line with the pro-
ject plan. International operations
arelikely to start from Sept.

Union aviation secretary Samir
Sinha has been trying to minimise
delays on the ground that the air-
port has an expat CEQ. Christoph
Schnellmann, a Swiss national and

veteran from Zurich Airports, also
playved a key role when Bengaluru's
airport was being built about two
decades back.

It was pointed out in the home
ministry that the CEOs of India's
biggest airlines — IndiGo and
Air India — are both expats. "We
are trying to ensure having an ex-
pat CEO does not lead to any hic-
cups in the new airport getting op-
erational,” said a source. Schnell-

mann is widely seen as a thoro-
ugh professional.

“We take pride in having people
like Satya Nadella and Sundar Pi-
chai at top positions in the world’s
biggest tech companies that handle
critical security tasks globally. We
can't frown on having expat CEOs,”
the source added.

According to officials, airlines
such as IndiGo, Air India and Aka-
sa Air are expected to open ticket
bookings once the aerodrome li-
cence is in hand. “The airport in-
frastructure envisaged in the first
phase is ready to handle 12 million
passengers annually. The termi-
nal building, air traffic control tow-
er, and runway are ready as
planned,” Bhatia said.

The airport’s security clear-
ance was in line for months, with
BCAS teams conducting multiple
inspections and asking the oper-
ator to plug gaps before approval.
During one recent inspection, offi-
cialsfrom the Union home ministry
also accompanied the BCAS team.

Bhatia said the anti-hijack
contingency plan had been ap-
proved earlier after verification of
certain systems and equipment.
According to him, the plan sets out
protocols for incidents such as hi-
jacking or bomb threats, and re-
quires coordination among air-
lines, airport authorities, security

agencies, disaster management au-
thorities and govt.

On the ground, officials said the
terminal’s roofing, entry-exit facil-
ities, security apparatus and inter-
nal work are complete. The runway,
air traffic control and other airside
infrastructure are ready as well.

Security deployvment is in pla-
ce as well. Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force (CISF) took over airport
security last vear. Residential faci-
lities have already been developed
for its personnel, including acco-
mmodation for unmarried CISF
staff within the airport premises,
built by the concessionaire.

Officials said the recruitment
and training of manpower needed
for operations have been completed
as well. The multimodal cargo hub
infrastructure is ready, and cargo
servicesareexpected tostartalong-
side domestic flights.

Connectivity work is also in
place, including a 750-metre acc-
ess road linking the airport to Ya-
muna Expressway.

At an event in Greater Noida
West on Thursday, chief minister
Yogi Aditvanath said the country’s
largest airport would be inaugu-
ratedsoon. Officials said the formal
inauguration date would be final-
ised by the Prime Minister's Office.
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War affects travel plans
to West Asia, US, Europe

SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI, MARCH 5

While Iran tensions have
hit West Asia travel
almost 90 per cent, people
are avoiding travel to the
US, Europe and other
parts of the western world
as well. The summer trav-
€] bookings to Europe and
West Asia have almost
stopped, while travellers
are increasingly choosing
Eastern countries.

Almost 95 per cent of
flights have been can-
celled to and from the
West Asia since the Iran
crisis started. However,
slowly some of the air-
lines have started operat-
ing a few fights, but still
around 85 per cent flights
remain cancelled.

“Travel to not just the
West Asia, but the US,
Europe and in general the
countries towards the
West are affected. Flights
are getting cancelled, but
people are neither can-
celling nor booKing to
these regions,” said
Rikant Pitti, co-founder of
EaseMyTrip

EaseMyTrip has been
arranging multiple char-

ter flights from UAE and
Oman and bringing thou-
sands of Indians back
home and arranging free

PLANS

CHANGED

& SUMMER travel
bookings to West Asia
almost stopped.

© TRAVELLERS
increasingly choosing
Eastern countries.

» ALMOST 95% flights
cancelled to and from
Middle East since Iran

crisis started.

© PEOPLE ARE not
cancelling in hope of
peace returning soon.

No bookings are
happening to West
Asia, Europe regions.
Many, who had planned
leisure travel during the
summer, are choosing des-
tinations like Hong Kong,
Macau, Vietnam,
Singapore and Australia.
— RIKANT PITTI,
Co-founder, EaseMyTrip.

bus transfer from Bahrain
to Rivadh/Dammam.

With  the situation
remaining tense, Pitti
expects travel to the West
and the West Asia to
remain affected during
the summer.

“Summer travel book-
ings to the West and West
Asia are down by %0 per
cent. No bookings are hap.
pening to these regions.
Many, who had planned
leisure travel during the

summer; are choosing des-
tinations like Hong Kong,
Macau, Vietnam,
Singapore and Australia”™

he added.

Even the travel costs to
the West have gone up as
flights have to take a
longer route due to the clo-
sure of airspaces of
Pakistan and Iran.

“Travel bookings for
summer In general are
down by around 50 per
cent. But people are not
cancelling in the hope of
peace returning soon.
Bookings to safer places
like Indonesia, Malaysia

and Philippines are hap-
pening,” said Iqgbal Mulla,
president, Global Tourism
Council.
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Air India to start non-stop flight service
on Hanoi-Delhi, Tokyo-Mumbai routes

Alr India on Thursday announced the launch of its non-stop
flight service on the Hanol-Delhi and Tokyo {Haneda -Mum-
bai routes starting in the June quarter as part of its expansion
across Asia,

The Tata group airline already operates to Vietnam and Japan
with fights to Ho Chi Minh Ciry and Tokyo (Haneda) from the na-
tional capital. The new five-time weekly services to Hanol, starting
froam May 1, will complement daily flights to Ho Chi Minh City.

This provides greater flexibility to travellers who intend to
visit Vietnam with open jaw itineraries, entering from Hanol
and exiting Ho Chi Minh City or vice versa, Ajr India said, adding
these services will be operated with an A320neo aircraft ina
three-class configuration. Pl
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Additional war-risk
insurance lifts Gulf
airfares 3-4 times

NEEPAK PATEL
oo Dwlhi = March

Additional wir-risk insrrance prevmiiams of
arouirud T 30-p0kakh i o narrow-body Might
and To0 lakh-T1 croce for & wide-bochy Dight
0 Jegés snich a8 Telhi-Diabai-Thelhi anea key
ey Wy spol airfires betwesn [rdis oned
Uhe= Mol East have shot g Baree 1o loir
times their usial evels. They ane likely 1o
meimain elevated 25 borg as the regional con-
Mt combinues, avialion

Since muarmy outboimsd Hights from budia
10 the reinn are openting almost smply
dhie 1oy Ehe comf Bt the aclded imismmnos cost
i effectively being recovenal From travelbers
o refiarn Sectirs wich as Dubai-Dielhi.

The impact & akready vsible in ticket
jriced. Routes thal typically oot anound
T, 000-T 15,000 forr o Dnidssi-Dialhi Eicket
ate currently being sold at aboit ¥ 50,000-
Toeoo00 by the few carrders that have
ressiriesd operations, executives said.

On Thuriday evening,

indusry executives tokd

AIRCRAFT UTILISATION HAS  Spicelet was among the

Hpsiviess Stk AlS0 DROPPED SHARPLY Tew Indian corders selling

Besiddes the sleepinsus-  gErALSE AIRLINES ARE seals on the route al
aitce cosls, aldfinesare alis around Teoobo  Toi
grappling with rising mi- Emg:smﬂﬂm Monday and Tuesdxy,
ation turkine foel (ATE) AIRPORTS ONLY A FEW while Air Indin and other
prices and operational di5- 0 pps BEFORE carriers wre expected (o
rupdions Uhat ane pushing DEPARTURE, FORCING soon open bookings an
iy fares. Ewsoutives sail  THEM TO KEEP AIRCRAFT saled channels [onfine

ATF prices have already

0N STRNDEY. EXECUTIVES

websites, etcl, with fades

incressed gty and
are eapecied o s by
about 13 per cent s fiel
shipimesits Froim the Meddle East hnve besn
dEmiped diie tothe conflict. ATF acooums
Tar moughly 0 per cend ol an Indiag carrier's
ozl operating expenses

Adremfl utilisstion has alsoe dropped
sharply becaiise sirfines ane receiving Oight
aloits froem Middle Exsteratrponts only a few
lamrsbedore depurtime, forcing them bo keep
abrerdt oo standbng, executives sald. As a
sl anmddine that would typica [y opemte
Toar bov Ave (Hghts a day is now openiling
anly abouit Pwo They e abey nnahls fo sl
tickets in advance atsl misst relesss Chem
closer to departiine.

Indhiistry executives explained that aic-
linginsirance premitdmsane: danily deter-
mined on an annual besk and caleilated
st Lhe entire nEtwack.

Typically, an afrfine pays & Oxed pre-
i for & cenlain number of departures
diuring the year, and thal cost s akready
[actored info the normal airfare paid by
passengers. The current siuatioo in the
Mwldle Edsl, hivivever, has el insirets (o
impose additional war-risk premucms
specifically for Hyhts operating inlo con-
Rict-prome regions.

Imitiadly, insurers had harred ighis 1o
marpper] Mool Fostvrm desatlin mtiors, bat they
ane maw peomifting operations of sharply
higherpremiinme, the sxecit e sl

likeby o be in o sbmilar
range.

Adrlines operating com-
mercial [Hghts fre régudred o inoiaisin
adexpunte insuraice cover for passengern,
e, afncralt hiill, cargo-and thind-party Lin-
hilities, In India, teés abiligation drises fen
the Carringee by Adr Act, 1972, which incor-
parales provEiors of the Montreal Conven-
1o ot rmiog o petsal bon for pkserigrs
atwl carge ininleristional airtomspor

Compliance & overseen by the Dirécvar-
aile Geneml of Chvil Aviation (DGOAY, which
muirncdad o valicd oS rnnoe oorveTs a8 con-
dition far grunting and maimaining an Afr
Operator Certificate.

The fight disruption in the Middle East
laastaken place afler lsmael and the Unlted
States bast Saturday Baanched military
sirikes oo lran, trigoerng netafiatory
action and leadhing to widespread nstnic-
5o om comrnercial nir traffic scross pans
al the reglon. Sevenl countries in the Gulf
region have since closed, or restricted sec-
tioms of their airspace, forcing airlines o
cancel fHghts or rermile them throigh
alternative corddom, such ds sotithiermn
Sanidi alrspace, which remains open for
seryices to Europe and North America.

Industry essanives said @res on
Miiddl e East roifesare sxpectsd o remain
sharply elevated until the conflict eases
anvd insuress withdraw eheadeds Honal war-
sk premmiums
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35 global flights from RGIA
cancelled amid Gulf conflict

ﬂlghts to UAE from today

Indigo attempts to mcrease ﬁ'eq

SANJAY SAMUEL
PAUL | DC
HYDERABAD MARCH 4

Uncertainty over airiine
operations continued for
the fifth day, with 35
fights from Shamshabad
airport getting cancelled
on Wednesday as the US-
Iran war widened in
West Asia,

Out of 35 cancelled
Mights, 19 were interna-
tional arrivals and 16
[!epal‘[un—!ﬁ. However,
some special flights have
arrived at the airport
from West Asla.

Passengers with
upcoming travel said
they were  uncertain
about their flight sched-
ules.

IndiGo issued a fravel
advisory on Wednesday
stating, “Over the past
few days, many of our
customers  have been
navigating uncertainty
while walting to return
home or reach places
that matter most to them.
During this time, we
remain fArmly by your
side, doing evervthing
possible tn support your
journeys with care,
responsibility, and con-
stant attention to safety”

The afrline said Mights
earlier announced o
Athens, Muscat, Jeddah
and Madinah, along with
select repatriation
flights to the UAE, have
commenced operations
as connectivity on affiect-
od routes Is gradually
restored,

“With the safety of our
customers and crew as
our highest priority. pro
vided we have the
approvals, we do strive (o

increase the frequency of

repatriation flights to the
UAE, from tomorrow to
further support cus-
tomers awaiting travel,”
the alrline sald.

w 5 L\ e S i L A “
A satellite image shows the Judiciary complex damaged after airstrikes, in Tehran,

Iran, on Tuesday.

uency of

— AP

Parents seek govt help via
green channel for students

FROM PAGE 1

Apart from the students,
some 100 pilgrims also
remain stranded in the
city of Mashhad, which
is 750 km east of Tehran.
The parentz have urged
the state and Unlon gov-
arnments to rescue them
through “green chanmnel'
“When Iran was targeted
earlier, we were able to
rescue those stranded in
the country through Az-
erbaijan. We hope that
the government helps in
airlifting them by secur-
ing a green channel from
warring nations through
any of the bordering na
tions. If not Azerbaijan,
the government can seck
Turkmenistan's help. We
have bean urging the sta-
te povernment to estab-
lish a helpline or help
desk in Hyderabad for
those wha remain stran-

+98-9128109115
+98-9128109102
+98-9128109109
+98-9932179359

ded in lran,” urged Shia
Companions Organisa-
tion secretary advocate
Syed Ali Jaffry

While most stodents
studying Islamic studies
were hased in Qom, the
medical students were
shifted mostly from Teh-
ran following the escala
tion of war. Earlier, the
All India Medical Stud-
ents Assoclation (AIM-
SA) had issued a state-
ment stating that Indian
students in Iran s
to Gom amid fresh secu-
rity concerns. “However,

shortly after the reloca-
tion, students reported
hearing explosions in
Wom as well, triggering
renewstd panic and fear
among those who had
just been shifted,” the
statement said.

The AIMSA has urged
the MEA to lake immedi-
ate steps to ensure the
safe evacuation of
Indian citizens from the
conflict zone. “preferably
through the nearest
secure land border once
feasible,” it added. The
Centre on Wednesday set
up a control room which
can be contacted betwe-
en 8 am to 9 pm with toll
free number 1800118797
in the Gulf reglon, Those
in Iran contact Indian
embassy in Iran at +98-

9128104115, +88-
9128104102, +088-
128109109  and +0R-
9932179359,

TELANGANA MAN
INJURED IN IRAN
ATTACK IN UAE

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 4

A man from Telangana
suffered minor injuries
in an Iranian attack near
the Abu Dhabi airport —
becoming the first per-
son from two Telugu
states to be affected by
the Gulf conflict

The injured, M. Rajes-
wara Rao, is a native of
Pothireddypally village
in Rajanna Sircilla dis-
trict, He works in the
housekeeping section at
the Abu Dhabi airport.

The incident was
revealed by his father
Prabhakar Rao to PTI
Videos.

Prabhakar Rao said his
son spoke to him over a
video call, but did not see

his injuries. He urged
the Central government
lo take sieps to ensure
their son's safe return,

In another video of
Telugu people that went
viral. a group of 14 peo
ple speaking in Telugu
near HBahrain alrport
sald that they have run
out of funds after being
stranded in the war-hit
region.

They requested Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi, Telangana Chief
Minlster A. Revnath
Reddy and Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
Nara Chandrababu
Maidu to ensure their
safe return to Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh.

A senior citizen in the
group also mentioned
that some of them have
health issues and urged
;:u\'ﬁrmnems to get them

HCK.
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Air India resumes
Jeddah flights

Mmbai, March 4 Air India on
Wednesday said it plans to commence
its scheduled operations to and from
Jeddah to Delhi and Mumbai from
March 5.The airline in a post on X also
said it is closely monitoring the evolv-
ing situation in the Middle East.“While
most of our operations to the Middle
East will remain suspended till 2359
hours IST of March 5 after careful
assessment of the current situation, Air
India plans to commence its scheduled
operations to and from Jeddah from 5
March,” the airline said.As part of this,
Air India will operate two flights to
Mumbai and one to Delhi from Jeddah,
it said.With airspace curbs in the
Middle East due to the conflict involving
the US, Israel and Iran. —PTI
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Air India to operate

more fligh

ts to Toronto,

Frankfurt and Paris

MUMEBAI
S

Air India on Wednesday
announced the deployment of
additional flights to Toronto,
Frankfurt and Paris (Charles
de Gaulle) to cater to high
demand amid the ongoing
siteation in West Asia.

Alr India’s low-cost subsidi-
ary Air India Express also said
iz services to Muscat will
remain operational, besides
operating additional flights
between Muscat and Delhi
and Mumbai.

As part of this, the Tata
Group-owned airline will
operate three additional flights
between Delhi and Toronto
from Mar 5 to Mar 11, besides
adding three flights between
Delhi and Frankfurt and one
flight between Delhi and Paris
[Charles de Gaulle) from Mar 7
o Mar 10, Air India said.

a4 A 1MDEA v -

These additional services
will provide more flight
options to travellers on these
select routes, with convenlent
connections beyond Delhi to
destinations actoss Alr India’s
domestic and Southeast Asia
networks,

Alr India also said it will
continue to closely assess the
situation and add flights on
these select moutes beyond
Mar 11, depending on the situ-
ation,

Meanwhile, Air India
Expresssaidin a post on X that
it will continue operating
flights to and from Muscat on
Mar 5, along with additional
flights between Muscat and
Delhi and Mumbai.
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War-risk cover
for flights may
push up fares

Neha LM Tripathi

et bersi hind ustartimes com

NEW DELHI: Insursnce compa-
nies ane moving o raise war-sk
premaums for airine flects operat-
ing to West Asia, which could
push up already-elevated airfares
as carriers are likely o pass on
part of the additional cost (o pas-
sengers, multiple aviation ndustry
insichers told HT.

People familiar with the dis-
cussions said insurers have
begun reaching out to airlines
aperating Mights to parts of West
Asia, citing Filighr_r operational
risks to “war zone” areas and
seeking to revise premiums for
aircraft Nying these routes. Car-
riers have started operating a
lirrvited mrurnber of Mights to ferry
stranded passengers to and from
Gulf airports in the wake of the
escalating comflict involving the
US, Israel and Iran.

Queries sent o Air India,
IndiCo, Air Inckia Express, Spicebet
and Akasa Air did not get a
response

“In situations like this, the
underwriter has the right to issue
u notice of cancellation or apply
additional war-risk poticy premi-
utes becawess of the a SN
of war or perceived heightened
risk In the current case, this isan
actual conflict and airlines are
continuing to operate, soinsurers
may increase the warrisk pre-
mium,” said Prabodh Thakker, an
avintion insuranoe

Industry estimates sugeest the
revised premiums could add
about 230-40 lakh to the cost of
operating a namow-body ircraft
an West Asia routes and around
290 lakh for a wide-body aircralt
per round trip (for instance, Abu
Drhushi-Dielhi-Abna Dhabi), accord-
g 1o people aware of the dewelop-

ment

This could translate to roughly
additicnal costs of FHLO00 per
pessenger on nurrow-body flights
and about 230,000-35.000 on
wiche-body services, based on typi-
ca] passenger loads, oneof the per-
sans tokd HT,

“There will be pn impact on air-
feuress dhee b the premitum nevision,
bt it s to0 soon to assess how
et ticket prices could iwresse”
another industry insider said.

The condlict has also pushed up
other operating costs. Indusury
afficials sxid jet fuel prices have
surged by nearly 30% adding fur-
ther pressure on aifdines. To be
sure, fled accounts for around 406
ol airline operating costs.

“Surge in fuel cost cen dlone
push ticket prices for passengers

INSURERS HAVE
BEGUN REACHING
OUT TO AIRLINES
SEEKING TO REVISE
PREMIUMS FOR
AIRCRAFT FLYING
TO WAR ZONE
AREAS

travelting to and from the Middle
Enst ug by another K-E%," prople
aware of the matter said.

For example, random check of
a Murnbai Dbai ight of a bodget
airline opereting on March 8 has a
fare of 220,000 on Thursday.
While, in a normal cireumstance,
the fare on this sector wsually
hewer mround 112,000

The evolving serurity situation
has also disrupted airline sched-
ues and aircraft utilisation.
According o industry officials, air-
space restrictions, operational
uncertzintics, and sudden route
changes hove alfected about 2%
ol [ights for every airline openat-
ing in the region.

Slots at several airports in the
region are currently being allo-
cated on & day-to-day basis, lead-
ing to frequent last-minute
changes in Qight operations.

“Airlines are unable tosel seats
on these flishts in advanee, partic-
utarly on services departing from
the Middle East. Aireraft often
have to be filled at short notice,
sometimes just & few hours before
departure, kading to lower pas-
cosis” a secand person sware of
the matter said.

Despite the higher costs, air-
lines are expected to confinue
operating these routes because of
strong demand and the impor-
tance of Gull connectivity for
Indian carriers, industry officials
saidl.

Al lndin Express on Thursday
operated flights from Fujairah,
Ras Al-Khiamah and Muscat,
Dubai. Spicelet too operated
fights to Mumbai from Fujairah
and Dubai,

In the other direction, IndiGo
announced it will operate GE 91
from Mumbai to Jeddah on Fri-
day, Air India announced addi-
tional special ad-hoe Nights to
Dubai, Muscat, and Has Al
Khaimah.

According to industry insid-
ers, the outbound flights are see-
i lower |oads than the inbound
Right=. “While the fights to India
are abmost full, inbound Nights
dre seeing not more than 20%
loads" one of the persons said.
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Contlict grounds IndiGo aircratft
loaned from a Norwegian carrier

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

IndiGo’s entire fleet of wi-
debody aircraft, compris-
ing six Boeing 787s that
flew to several internation-
al destinations, including
London, Manchester and
Amsterdam, has been
grounded from the start of
the Iran-Israel war last Sa-
turday, as the aircraft the
Indian airline has loaned
from the Norwegian car-
rier Norse cannot fly over
West Asian countries due
to a European advisory,
sources said.

While Indian carriers,
including Air India, Air In-
dia Express, and Spice]et,
continue to fly to Oman
and carry out restricted fly-
ing to parts of the UAE, in-
cluding Dubai, Ras Al Khai-
mah and Al Fujairah, and
retain access to Saudi air-
space, a European aviation
advisory has imposed a
blanket ban on its airlines
against overflying as many

IndiGo cannot use aircraft from the Norwegian carrier on routes
that require transit through West Asia. FILE PHOTO

as 11 countries in the re-
gion, which by extension
means IndiGo cannot use
Norse’s aircraft while tran-
siting through the banned
air corridor.

The disruption is com-
pounded by Pakistan’s
continued closure of its air-
space to aircraft operated
by Indian airlines, leaving
IndiGo with no viable
route as it is restricted
from flying over not one

but two of the key airspace
corridors connecting Eu-
rope and the U.S. to Asia.
The last IndiGo flight to
a European destination
flew from Mumbai to Am-
sterdam on February 28,
before the European advi-
sory came into effect — it
departed at 5 a.m. local
time, and landed at 11.30
a.m. local time, according
to flight-tracking website
Flightradar24.

IndiGo operates flights
to London and Manchester
from Delhi and Mumbai,
and a Mumbai- Amsterdam
service with varied weekly
frequencies.

It recently terminated
its flights to Copenhagen
citing geopolitical circum-
stances as well as the need
for  building reliable
operations.

Five hours later on the
same day, a Delhi-London
flight had to take a U-turn
mid-flight over Oman and
return to Delhi as Iran and
Israel were launching air
strikes against each other.

Under an advisory is-
sued on February 28, the
European Union Aviation
Safety Agency (EASA) has
stated European airlines
cannot fly over West Asia.

IndiGo did not reply to a
query emailed to it on the
matter till the time of going
to press. They were engag-
ing with Norse to restore
flights at the earliest, an of-
ficial of the airline said.
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After pilot
duty crisis,
Iran conflict
hits IndiGo

MALIMBALHEW DELHI

are than o third of
Inditios atsor 1200
internatonal Dights

werecancelled b the Brss fous
s ol the Wy est Asia crisks, mi-
ing investors and prompaing
analvas to gquestion whethe
the dispuption could prove
more damaging than the
domestic Might chaos the al-
L [meend b caardy Dicernber.

Shares of India's lergest ale-
line, IndiGoe, tumbled 0%
Iestweenn 2 March w4 Mareh,
erasdngnearly 17 075 crore in
mearket caplinliztion, as inter-
il flight cancellagions
triggered by the crisls uned nis-
Inez evusile pirlces stolied Inves-
laar annxkety.

Linclicony rmarborts svee sl on
3 March For a publie haliday.
sl s recmveeried T4 356 croee
Inmuarket cap lniodiy s session
anid galned 2.55% on the BSE,
while Sensex elosed LIS
higher amibd reports that Lran
Il peswehed ot bo the LS To
talks fer e thie wisr.

Crver SO0 of the airline’s
Imermational lghes were can-
celled frism 28 Fobruary 1o 3
At kel thee 15 Dares] posrar
strihes oan Dran, The coumt o
(e st tvos ihaayss bt vl

TFRH TO PAGE 4

War deals double blows to IndiGo

FROM PAGE1Y

virl, Meanwhile, Brent couls
has surged neardy 12.3% o
SR busred o 4 MancaEnsm
S48 aharrel on 7 Fedmiary,
entiprumcing concents doul
Tl ot Aaud il wasdrading 5%
highier an Wsbnesa by aroad
ERba lmrrel

The! o= is clears Iniber-
national disruaplioms, allecting
highier-yiehil nupe combiioes]
u.'ll]l.:ur.r;;ilu.:h.uﬂLmh.Ln-ulvl':l
“thonbilie spiiee™. That comies
evenas the cariersinggdes o
e Encnsds Indidio kalso hir-
g et il ls o cammplby with
nety regulabiory norms

“Vies, the murkel neaction
stgrpestsa higher el of con
v, ™ sl Karan Khami, lead
u.lu]g:.i—lu.ﬂrix.m||.'5r.ull'.nl-
atin, small & midcags, Andit
Capital. “ Wil thie Diex "2 elrop
woas primarily due L intermal
it s e aggees. el bty
Iriction, the current 10% Call
rellects evterial shochs owing
1o preispediticall bsvies, unpre-
dtabilewiresalation, imbeli-
nileaEmsmo chsiresandais
st b crade ol prices, wliich
divectly ingpacts 35-80% ol
operating costs lor aidines,”
said Khanna,

By comtrast, whien e airfime
Bacrn] domestic Mgl disrp-
i, thestock slippesd anouml
Tabesiveen Tanel 5 Decrandes.

Livestorsan: iore colious
mw' Than they were duaring
Do saisrupativns in Decern-
bhier Betcaiaser craide mdl prices
e e cocer al il s
Thiecuirrint Mid e s crisis
(West Asial has pushed up
crude prices, adding fresh
uncertiny amd keepiing imes-
Byl " s Tesdy Jowdud,
aviatiom aradyst st 'L Capitasl.

indiGo s also haring more pilots to comply with nomma

Thee codllict, wisch beganon
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Baramati plane
crash: CID
quizzes owner
of VSR Ventures

PUNE: The Maharashtra Crime
Investigation Department on
Thursday qLu.-SI.'iunml VE Sing,h,
owner of VSR Ventures, which
operated the aircrafl involved in
the Baramati crash that killed
then Deputy Chiel Minister Ajit
Pawar, a CID officer said.

“The statement of V K Singh
is being recorded;” said the CID
officer, without disclosing more
details about the questioning,
which was still underway.

A Learjet 45 aircraft, oper-
ated by V5B Ventures, crashed
near the Baramati air strip in
Pune district on January 28, kill-
ing Pawar and four others.

Alter the plane crash, an acci-
dental death report was regis-
tered at the Baramati Taluka
pulii:c station, and the case was
kater transferred to the Pune CID.

Earlier, the state agency had
said that ils focus was to ascer-
tain if sabotage or criminal
negligence led to the Baramati
tragedy. MPOST
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PassengersarrivingfromDubaiatIGIAirport

describe contrastlng situations, experle Nnees

AGENCIES
New Delfii, 5 March

Passengers arriving at Indira
Gandhi International Airport
from Dubai on Thursday
described contrasting situations
in theUAE, with one reporting
a situation of panic while
another said everything is
normal, though both noted
thatflight prices have increased
significantly.

Speaking to the news agency,
passenger Rahul Saxena, who

arrived at IGl Airport from
Dubai, said thereis asituation
of panic in the region.

"There s asituationof panic

there. The sooner the government
evacuates everyone, the better”

Saxenasaid However, another
passenger, Gautam Gupta,
who arrived at 1GI Airport
from Dubai, said everything
is normal in Dubai and they
did not face any difficulties.
"Everything is normal in
Dubai. We did not face any
difficulties. The prices of the
flights have increased," Gupta
said. Many passengers had to
reroute through secondary
airports like l"uulmh and
Dammam to secure their
passage back to India.

{era)
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5 flights from Saudi,
Oman arrive in Hyd

Times News NETwork

Hyvderabad: With airlines
gradually restoring services
to select Gulf destinations,
flight operations at the Rajiv
(Gandhi International Airport
partially resumed on Tuesday
night. Five flights from Saudi
Arabia and Oman arrived in
Hyderabad, including servi-
ces from Muscat, Jeddah, and
Riyadh.

The number of cancella-
tions also declined compared
to the past few days. On Tues-
day, 19 arrivals and 16 departu-
res were cancelled, taking the
total to 33, a drop from nearly

50 daily cancellations repor-
ted earlier

Alrlinessaid effortsare un-
derway to normalise connecti-
vity on routes impacted by air-
space restrictions in the re-
gion. “The flights announced
earlier to Athens, Muscat, Jed-
dah and Madinah, along with
select repatriation flights o
the UAE, have now commen-
ced operations as we gradual-
ly restore connectivity on the
impacted routes. We are also
working to increase the frequ-
ency of repatriation flights to
the UAE to further support
customers awaiting travel,”
IndiGo said in a statement.
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Over 1,500 flights cancelled
in four days, Al to add
capacity on l(ey long routes

Tives News Netwoss

Mumbal: Alrines have step
ped up evnewstion efforts with
moee speckal Dghts as the oris
Is in the Middle East contintisd
oy diaruns air traved for the fioo
rthdmy i row on Wednesday

Upto Toesday L2 interma
tonal Nights by Indian corek
ers and 388 by foreign carriers
weer cilled, the civil avinth
on ministry said 1 said Indimn
carriers had planned 55 Mights
iy it rated o Wislnesiduy
which inctuded 30 by IndiGo
and 23 by Adr India and Air In
dis Express,

Indifio has heen mmong the
worsl affoctod carrbors. cang
elling over 500 flights since Feb
=, aceord g to o d el it
made to the stock exchanse on
Wedneaday Ambd surzing pes-
senger demand, A India an
meomeed it is Ineressing capac-
Ity om Key long-haul routes, in
cluding services {o Toronto,
Frankfertand Parls

Tha afrline subd the extra -
ights are intended to offer fiye

Passengers reunite with their
Tamily as they armve In Dedhl via
Dubai on Wednesday

s greater lexibiliny and smoo
ther connections through Del-
hi to destinations across its do
mistic and SE Astan network

Air Conada has schedubed
an additional frequency betw
oon Toronto and Delhi between
March 7 and March Zi. The
Canadian earrier will also de-
ploy & larger aireraft on (15 To-
I -Laondon-Mumbal routs
to accommadate higher pas-
sanger loaids

kSelect services, P8

Indian airlines
continue select
services to W Asia

Dubai, Abu Dhabi
Managing Limited
Repatriation Flights

EFomP1

ding Akasa Adr Spicedet and

IndiGo, are continuing in
operate selecl services to destina
tions peross West Asin,

Adrports bn Dubal and Abu Dha
b e currently managing only 11
mited repatriation Mghts, Mean-
while, pezsengerservicesal Bahra
In, Dok and Kuwait alrports re-
mrialn suspended

Emiiates and Alr Armbia con
firmad on Wednesday that sl regu
Inrly schvoduled Mights to nnd from
Dubni will stay suspended until
midnight Saturday Emirates pos
ted on X thet presenpers affected by
recent o llntlons could send
them adirect message on X, phone
the airline only iT they are in need
of urgent assistance and when
they do so, expect o wakt on hohd for
g 1 251 hours, Passengers can re
guest a refund for thelr booking if
it 5 on or before Maoreh 12 withour
conticting the alrline, it said,

On Feb2l, doy ene of the disrup
thon, Directo Genernl of Chell
Avintion (DGCA) had issued on
nilvisory to all Indian carviers s
king them to avold airgpace in
high-risk sones including Tehran
Tel Aviv, Belrud, Jeddih, Balhrain
Muscal, Baghdnd, Ansman, Kuwait
nnd Doha

( }rhm' Indion mirfines, inclo

HOMECOMING: pﬂSh‘.‘flJl!r! from Dm-
armive at Delhi airport on Wednasday

Raj family seeks govt help
to evacuate ailing child

fambly & Jaipur has appealed to

the Govt of India to evacuale
their slx-year-old granddaughter
from Iran's Qom district. citing har
fraglle health and the escalating
Us-Israel strikes in the reglon,
Residents of four-storey Tagwl
Manzil have been anxioushy tracking
nws updates as their daughter
Hina Tagl, son-in-law Hasan Abbas,
and granddaughter Maryam remain
InQom, reportedly witnessing
heavy missile attacks, The family
says they have been unable to
contact themsince the afternoan of
Fab 28, The last message thay
recelved from Hina read: “Pray for
us." Maryam suffors from a serious
neurcdogical condition that requires
frequent hospitalisation and
specialised care, The family fears
access bo treatment could be
disrupted. Habib Zehra. Hina's
mather, sald, “1 keep calling thelr
i bers odly tofind them not
connected, My granddaughter is i,
She may not be able toget treatment
she needs thera, it s passible only in
our country,” Zehra sald. o
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Rising op costs, fares add to
West Asia flight nightmare

10-12% Hike In
Gulf Fares
Unavoidable,
Say Airlines

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The expanding
war in West Asia is giving
twin nightmares to airlines
— especially Indian ones due
tothe closure of Pakistan air-
space to them — and passen-
gers stuck here and abroad.
Connectivity remains
the primary concern as
bringing Indians stranded
overseas safely home is the
highest priority Second, a
sharp hike in operating
costs for airlines along with
a demand-supply mismatch
has led to fares skyrocket-
ing for passengers, Airlines
say a minimum 10%-12%
hike in West Asian fares is
unavaeidable even as they
keep an eve on changing air-
space closures in war zones.
Air India has done a pay-
load analysis and if Saudi
and Oman airspaces get im-
pacted, its flights to Europe,
UK and North America will
become unviable, Govt is yet
toclear Air India’s request to
allow its Boeing 787-9s (not

Connectivity remains the
primary concern as bringing
Indians stranded overseas safely
home is the highest priority

Emirates resumes
‘reduced schedule’

New Delhi: Emirateson
Thursday said it was
“pperating a reduced flight
schedule until further notice™
thanks to the “limited reopen-
ing ofairspace”. Among the
destinations being served are
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad,
Kochi, Mumbaiand
Thiruvananthapuram. tnw

30 flights to & from
B'luru cancelled

Bengaluru: Passengers were
stranded as 30flightstoand
from Gulf countries (14
arrivalsand 16 departures)
were cancelled on Thursday,
reports Nithya Mandyam.
Some services operated with
adjustments. Emirates flight
EK566 from Dubai reached
Bengaluruwith 358 flyers and
left with 203 as EK567.

Al'slegacy Dreamliners) and
Airbus A350s to fly from Del-
hi to Leh, enter China pass-
ing a waypoint called Hotan,
and then take the Central
Asia route to the west — by-
passing the entire war zone.

“The B787-49s and A350s
have additional oxyveen stor-
agewhichallowsthemalong-
er time to descend to 10,000
feet by flying out of the high-
terrain region in case of sin-
gle-engine failure. All stud-
ies have been done and this
has been found technieally
feasible,” said a person famil-
iar with the deliberations.

Al has made a strong case
for getting clearance for the
Hotan route, saying it will rid
it of the “constant nuisance”
of Pakistan airspace closure.

Western airlines like
Lufthansa and United are
not impacted much by the

West Asian crisis when it
comes to flights to and from
India thanks to Pakistan air-
space being open to them.
The increase in operat-
ing costs of carriers has led
to a rise in ticket prices,
with demand-supply mis-
matchadding to the fire. For
instance, an Indian study-
ing in Ireland who came to
New Delhi in Feb to attend
his grandfather’s last rites
now faces fares of up to
Rs4lakh toreturn tocollege.
A senior executive at an
Indian airline said: “Insur-
ance costs for flights to West
Agia have soared by as much
as Rs 30 lakh to 40 lakh for a
wide body's return trip and
Rs 90 lakh to Rs 1 crore for a
wide body's return journey
Aviation turbine fuel price
this month was hiked by 6%.
The rupee keeps crashing to

new all-time lows. We have to
take much longer routes. Qur
costs have gone through the
roof, The flights to West Asia
hardly have any passengers
and are full on the way back.”
With flights reduced and
huge uncertainty over oper-
ations, airlines say they are
having a tough time selling
tickets. “Weare unable to sell
inventory on these flights in
advance and filling up air-
craft on short notice is lead-
ing tolow flight loads, result-
ing in a higher cost of oper-
ation,” anexecutive said.
“Pakistan airspace clo-
sure started on April 24, 2025,
and operating costs for Indian
carriers with substantial wes-
tern operations like Al Group
and IndiGo have risen since
then. We have been asking
for fiscal relief like from ex-
cise or GST,” said an official.
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Over 280flights
cancelled amid

West Asia conflict

KEW DELHI, MARCH 5
Even as the Imn-TUS-Israel
conflict entered its sixth day
on Thursday, flight disrup-
tions continued to impact
the country's airports.

“A total of 281 Hights
schediled to operate today
by Indian domestic carriers
have been cancelled. A dedi-
cated Passenper Assistance
Control Room is functioning
24 =T to provide real-time
passenger support. Atotal of
1461 grievances have been
addressed,” said the Min-
sty of Civil Aviation,

At Delhi's Indira Gandhi
Intemational Airport, 18
arriving and 22 departing
flights were cancelled, while
Bengaluru airport reported
14 arrivals and 16 departures
cancelled. Sources said only
close to 50 flights per hour
were cumrently being allowed
to operate through the affect-
ed airspace. —TNS
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