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AAI holds airport
feasibility study

M. SRINIVAS | DC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 4

The Airports Authority of
India (AAID had conducted a
pre-feasibility study for
development of a greenfield
airport in Bhadradri-
Kothagudem district last
month, Union minister of
state for civil aviation
Murlidhar Mohol told the
Rajva Sabha on Tuesday. The
study was conducted follow-
ing a request from the state

government, Mohol said
while replying to a question
by Congress member M. Anil
Kumar Yadav from
Telangana. He asked whether
the Centre had taken steps to
set up a new airport in
Telangana and fixed a tenta-
tive schedule to make it oper-
ational. Mohol said that as
per greenfield airports policy
of 2008, if any airport devel-
oper desired to develop an
airport, they were required
to identify a suitable site.
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OMISSION | Concern as city has a thriving economy that heavily depends on rapid cargo movement

Surat airport overlooked in RS reply

FPJ NEWS SERVICE
SURAT

A recent response tabled in
the Rajya Sabha regarding
Indias air cargo capacity has
raised eyebrows, particularly
in Surats diamoend, gems, and
jewelry sector. Despite Surats
prominence as a global hub
for diamond processing and
exports, its airport is con-
spicuously missing from the
list-of domestic air cargo ter-
minals and proposed interna-
tional air cargo hubs.

Surat's Absence in the
Official Record
The answer, provided by
Minister of State for Civil
Aviation  Shri  Murlidhar
Mohel, details the govern-
ments efforts to enhance air
CArgo capacity across various
states. However, there is no
mention of Surst Airport in
either the list of existing
domestic cargo terminals or
the upcoming projects under
the Airports Authority of
Indias subsidiary, AACLAS.
This omission raises serious
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concerns, as Surat has a thriv-
ing economy that heavily dep-
ends on rapid cargo move-
ment. The city is home to
India’s largest diamond
polishing industry and a sig-
nificant portion of the
country’s  textile  exports.
Given  these industries
reliance on efficient air cargp
facilities, the exclusion of
Surat from future plans
appears highly questionable.

"

International Cargo
Terminal - A Glaring
Oversight

While the response lists 30
international air cargo ter-
minals across India, including
in cities with comparatively
lower cargo demands, Surat is
ahsent from this list as well
Even the upcoming air cargp
hubs, which include locations
like Bhubaneswar, Lucknow,
and Madurai, do not feature
Sumt

i

Industry experts and busi-
ness leaders in Surat have long
demanded an international
cargo terminal to streamline
exports and reduce depend-
ency on  Mumbai and
Ahmedabad airports. Yet, the
Rajya Sabha response jwro-
vides no indication that such a
facility is being considered in
the near future.

Demand from Surat's
Industries Continues

to Grow

Surats exporters have been
vocal about the need for dedi-
cated cargp facilities, particu-
larly for handling high-value
goods like diamonds, textiles,
and gems. Currently, cargo
from Surat 5 often routed
through Mumbai, increasing
transit times and costs.

A leading diamond
exporter, speaking on the
condition of anonymity,
expressed frustration:
“Surat contributes billions to
India’s export economy. It is
unacceptable that our airport
is not even considered for
international cargo expan-
sion. This is a massive over-
sight that hurts our industry”

Why is Surat Being
Ignored?

The omission of Surat Airport
from the government’s air
cargo plans raises several
questiomns:

® Why has Surat not been
included in the list of
domestic cargo facilities
despite its growing demand?

® Why is there no mention of
an international air cargo ter-
minal at Surat, despite the city
being a global diamond hub?
® Has the government
assessed the economic impact
of this exclusion on Surat’s
export industries?

® 5 there a lack of political
will, or are there bureancratic
hurdles preventing Surat’s
inclusion in future air cargp
projects?

With Surat’s business com-
munity seeking answers, it is
imperative that the Civil
Aviation Ministry provides
clarity on whether Surts air
cargo infrastructure  will
receive the attention it
deserves. The lack of action on
this front could hinder the
city’s economic potential and
place unnecessary logistical
burdens on exporters.

It is now up to Surat’s polit-
cal representatives, industry
bodies, and the broader busi-
ness community o push for
the inclusion of Surat Airport
in Indias air cargo expansion
plans.
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Fog-induced poor visibility
delays flights at airport

Quite a few flights were delayed at the Chennai
airport, and some of them were diverted from
Chennai to Bengaluru owing to fog-induced poor
visibility on Tuesday morning. Officials of the
Airports Authority of India said flights from
London, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Coimbatore,
Muscat, Kuala Lumpur and Singapore could not
land. They were later diverted to the Bengaluru
airport. “Around 6 a.m., the visibility started to
drop to 600 metres. Around 7 a.m., it dipped to
150 metres. After 9 a.m., the weather improved,
and the visibility became better,” an ofhicial said.
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Airports Authority of
India celebrates 76th

R-Day at Kolkata Airport
Kolkata: The Alrports Authority
of India (AAl), Regional
Headguarters, Eastern Region,
marked the 76th Republic Day
with great fervor and pride at the
ALl ODperational Office Bullding,
NSCBI Airport, Kolkata, on 26th
January 2025. The celebration
commenced with the unfurling of
the national flag by Smt.
Nivedita Dubey, Reglonal
Executive Director, Eastern
Reglon, Alrports Authority of
India. A guard of honor was
mresented by a joint team
comprising Fire Crew and CISF
personnel, symbolizing the spirit
of patriotism and dedication.
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JSW plans airportforay with Andal project

Move via JSW Infra; to buy stake from private investors in BAPL

JSW Steel Chairman Sajjan Jindal at
the Bengal Global Business Summit,

on Wednesday PHOTO: PTI

ISHITA AYAN DUTT
Kalkata, 5 February

Sajjan Jindakled JSW group is look-
ing to invest in West Bengal's only
greenfield airport project at Andal, in
Paschim Bardhaman district.

“Thiswould beour firstentry into
theairportbusiness,” JSW chairman
SajjanJindal said on thesidelines of
the8th edition of Bengal Global
Business Summitin Kolkata.

The foray would bethrough JSW
[nfrastructure, whichwould be
buying astake from private investors
in Bengal Aerotropolis Projects Lid
(BAPL). The West Bengal
SOVErnmentowns a 26 per cent stake
in BAPLwhileSingapore's Changi

Airports has33percent.

“Wewant the government ol
West Bengal to remainand Changito
remain. Theother partnerswill
probably sell out." Jindal said.

It's notjust the airport, Jindal is
alsointerested in the Aerotropolis
project.

“We wanl todevelopthe whole
Aerotropolis township and
industrial park there. IUsavery
exciting project. Thecatchment area
isvery big — Durgapur, Asansol,
Kharagpur, rightupto.Jharkhand,”
hesaid.

However, there were certain
issues with the land, which need to
beresolved, hesaid. “Wewania
cleanslate,” Jindalsaid.
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GMR Airports
signs up with
UNGC on SDGs

GMR Airports Ltd (GAL) anno-
unced its membership in Unit-
ed Nations Global Compact
(UNGC), a corporate sustain-
ability initiative. GMR Alirports
has pledged to align its strate-
gies and operations with the
ten principles of the UNGC.
“This commitment reinforces
our responsibility to create
resillent airports that connect
communities and also protect
our planet,”" said Kiran Kumar
Grandhi, CEO and MD, GAL.
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Centre junks plan of Cooch-
Behar airport expansion

SOUMYADIP MULLICK

KOLKATA: Even as expan-
sion plans are afoot for Kol-
kata's Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose International (NSCBI)
airport, the Centre has junked
any such plans for Cooch
Behar airport in North Ben-
gal, citing unavailability of
land for runway strip due
to railway track.

The Union minister of
State in Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA), Murlid-
har Mohol has informed the
Parliament that the upgra-
dation of Cooch Behar air-
port is not feasible due to a
combination of factors, one
of them being unavailability
of land for runway strip due

to railway tracl. It was learnt
that the other factors involve
high cost of box culvert over
River Mora Torsha and diver-
sion of railway track.

The airport has a runway
of orientation 04/22 with
dimensions 1069m x 30m.
It is owned and operated by
AAT and is suitable for han-
dling ‘Visual Flight Rules
(VFR) Code 2B’ type of air-
craft. Such a Code indicates
stricter visibility and cloud
clearance requirements, often
necessary for operations in
congested airspace or near
airports with complex traf-
fic patterns. The airport is
located at an elevation of 138
feet (42 m) above mean sea
level and does not have any

Instrument Landing System
(ILS). Presently, the airport
has one parking bay for ATR-
42 Type of aircraft and a pas-
senger terminal building of
area 2100 sqm. The airport
was identified for operation
of Regional Connectivity
Scheme (UDAN) flights and
made operational on Febru-
ary 21, 2023 after an expen-
diture of Rs 10.45 crore was
made for its development.

It was learnt that as of
January 12, 2025, the airline
India One Air has operated
1122 flights, carrying a total
of 8687 passengers. In 2024,
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) had
approved the expansion of
the airport’s parking bay.
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DGCA TRANSFERS
OFFICIAL OVER
VIOLATION OF
TRAINING NORMS

Neha LM Tripathi
neha.tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has transferred its Director of
Flight Training over allegations
of intentional violations of criti-
cal flight training regulations.

The DGCA issued the transfer
order on January 30, with the
Director of the Drone Director-
ate Ravindra Kumar taking over
the post of Director of Flight
Training from Ajit Koshy and
vice-versa,

The move comes days after
DGCA received complaints alleg-
ing that a Kanpur-based flight
training organisation (FTO), in
collusion with officials, con-
ducted operations with insuffi-
cient visibility, endangering
trainee pilots and nearby com-
mercial aircraft.

The Association of Flight
Training Organisations (AFTO),
on January 21, wrote to the regu-
lator highlighting alleged viola-
tions of rules by Garg Aviation.
The AFTO alleged that the firm
operated without transponders
within the controlled airspace of
Chakeri.

The letter also said the Direct-
orate of Flight Training flight
operations inspector Capt Shub-
ham Verma conducted flight
checks while Garg Aviation
operated 20 hours of training
flights with insufficient visibility.




AIRFORTISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDU CHENNAT 5 PFEBRUARY Z025

INBRIEF

Hoax bomb threat triggers

panic, delays flight departure

A hoax bomb threat caused a panic among the
passengers of an international flight, which
arrived from Frankfurt to Chennai at 12.30 a.m.
on Tuesday. Police said the bomb threat to the
Chennai-bound Lufthansa flight was sent through
email. Immediately, the security team of the
airport held an emergency meeting, and decided
to completely search the plane. A bomb
detection squad, along with security officials,
thoroughly inspected the plane and found no
bomb. The flight departed only after a delay of
two hours.
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Two ex-Spicejet pilots file
plea torecover ¥3 cr dues

The pilots have moved an insolvency plea in NCLT seeking to declare the airline bankrupt

MEW DELHI

wi Former plilogs of Sgeleelel

Lid bave approached the

Deelhi beench of the Natiomal

Company Law Tribunal

(NCLTY, secking to declare
thie akrlime hankrupt over unpabd duwes
tostalling % croee.

The petition, alleging that the
no-frills afrline Giled 1o pay salary
arrears, defirmed payments, Anal seiihe
mangs, il lowwanoes, aned oy ertimes daes,
addds 1o Sphcelet s ongolng lidgations in
NCLT, Dwelhi b gh conart, amed Supresme
Court ower other wapadd dues.

Filed by former captalns Sameer
Bawfa anil Karan Gupita, whio jolnied Spl-
cedet s Arst officers in 200 and were
prodmoted tocapiains in 2016, the plea
claiims thet thee abriinse oowes them €120
crone anil 113 erore, respectively. The
dispute traces back to 2020, when Spi-
cilet ||.|!|[|.'-|'I|.|l.'t'|lt'|] TErfRIrary .-|.L|:|:!|
cutsdue to the coromnvins pandemic,
promising deferred payments once
wiperations returmed to *normaley.”

Hiswewver, the sirline lner ted these
payments to a benchmark of 26,000
ﬂ:,u]ll hiiirs r momth—a comdition
thie ptloes claim was arbitrarily Indmo-
dhcesd aned not disclosed during hiring

“The operations] creditors (plogs)

WCLT scfjourmed the cads 1o T Manch
willonil iSising & notice bo Spice|et. s

were surprised o see such an email
alnoe the |ZL|I‘|mI'..|IL';l-u'hl-e:ll'h.bd T er
e ugywith any such Agure to justify
mrmakey. In fact, during the pre-covid
j.ﬂ'lll:|.| or even at the timse Llfd|||.|l.||l|!-
mernt, Spelcedet had never disclosed

such figures to define normaley of

fight operations,” the pleasays. “Thus,
Introducimgthis Ggnare of 26,000 haoars
per menth was not anly arbitrary but
also analter-thought by the Corporate
Drebbor to evade its Habdiliges"

Mdinf s veviewed acopy of the plea
Spbeedet has vet 1o comment on the

mtier, Wi resched out o the pilois,
bt they declined to comment on
record, i lng the matter assub judice,

The peetition. filed under Section ol
the Insolvency and Bankrupicy Code
(EBCY, absovclabms that in June 20240, the
alrline retronctively revised thelr com-
peensation, further reducing thelrpay.
Thee plbests have alleged tha they lud no
chiobee bt to secept the changes amid
the pandemic. Desplte repeated
attemyAsover the vears, thisy say Spéoe-
Jet never fully honoured even the
revhsed tegmns s Bailed to provide final
settlement agreements after their res-
dgmatlogs i A0S

The pllits’ plea las requested the
appolntment of an inferim resolution
ll-mﬁfmls:-l:l.ll. i I.Iut!lllt'All:ll.lllllld:l"!ﬂl.'lll
inviting claims from other creditors,
anid amoratorinm on Spicelet's assets
unider Section 14 of the [BC,

Do a hesaring on 4 Fehnary, th
NCLT sabd thet it is “meither o labor
cotart nor a writ coun” and ohserved
it e pretithon seened to b a pres-
sure tacthe o compel payment. The irl-
hainal :I.!l]-::-ul'lu'!l the case to 7 March
without lssuing nothee to Sploedet.

“As Spleedet did pot pay the ogeera-
tonel debt owed to us, we had no
otion but to bithate nsolvency pro-
ceedings before the NCLT. A labour
CalbiAPT Wk Bl S et sino: thedues

are over  crore,” sald Plyush Singgh,
managlng pannerat PSP Legal, which
represenis the pilots.

Singh also noted that several other
pilots huve apgeroached them with sim-
Har coneermns. “Four 1o five more pilois
e b touch wthis, but thiedr dues ane
bzl £ crore, whichis the minimom
reguidred to fbe an knsalvency plen. We
are exploring other legal remedies for
them,” he sald.

The peetition sdds toa growing st of
mmsodvency cases against cosh-strapped
Splcedet. As of November, at least 16
such clalms had been fled, primarily by
alreraft lessors anid vendor, Of thoss,
five have b sett ked and withadeawn,
twnare undersetilement discussions,
SEVETE PETTEI v I!||J|l|;.:’. and two have
ey elismlssiel.

In December, Spicelet resofved a SI6
million |.|I.'||:l|:[l.' with alreraft lessor
Crienesls wod settled o S50CH million
claim from Export Development
Canada for $22.5 million, spCiring
erwne ralp af 13 Qe planes.

Earker, Mint reported that creditors
herve increasingly tsed NCLT petitions
e nge fosecure seft lemeaids, with
muost cases belng withdrawn before
mfvancing in lnsolveney Htigatbon.

Fertelenes veaedavaff e mndned. conre

For o exterded persion of this story,
e i livermin_com
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India SAF Alliance launched to propel sustainable aviation, energy goals

OUR CORRESPOMNDENT

NEW DELHI: In a major step
towards decarbonising the avi-
ation sector and positioning
India as a global leader in sus-
tainable energy, the India SAF
Alliance was officially launched
on Wednesday during the India
Climate Week 2025,

The event witnessed the
presence of Union Minister [or
Boad Transport and Highways,
Nitin Gadkard, alongside
nent stakeholders from the bio-
fuels and aviation sectors.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Gadkari underscared the
gu'-':rnmtnt':i commitment to
translorming India from an
eniergy importer 1O an energy

exporter. He highlighted the
importance of futuristic devel-
opment strategies and transfor-
mative policies for integrating
Sustzinable Aviation Fuel (SAF)
into the countrys aviation
ecosyslem.

Sharing insights on biomass,
hiofuels, corn methanol, and
waste utilization, the minister
further emphasised the critical
role of such initiatives in build-
ing a resilient and sustainable
energy framework.

The India SAF Alliance,
driven by industry leaders and
policymakers, aims to create a
robust ecosystem for the pro-
duction, adoption, and inno-
vation of SAF in India. The
initiative aligns with the coun-

W""—'

g CMAIl

|INDIA

Dignitaries incleding Union Minister Nitin Godkari during the India
Climate Week 2025

Lry's ambition to achieve net-
zero emissions by 2070 and
reduce the aviation sector’s car-

bon footprint.
Vijay Mirani, Co-Chairper-

son af the Alliance and Founder

of Trualt Bicenergy, laid out
ambitious targets, including a
1 percent SAF blend by 2027,
increasing to 5 percent by 2030,
as part of a blueprint for sustain-
able aviation.

India atms to achieve a 10
percent SAF blend with conven-
Honal jet fuel by 2030, 2 move
aligned with its broader carbon
reduction and renewable energy
goals. As the third-largest avia-
ton market globally, the coun-
Lr}r'5 mpld gruwlh necessilates
sustainable solutions like SAF,
with the global market for the
[urE rojected to expand signifi

IF I;]} the end UF'JJ": r.l:jlg:adr

The Alliance, an initiative of
the Carbon Markets Association
of India (CMAT), is dedicated

tor [ostering SAF development
and policy advocacy. It aims to
deliver high-quality SAF solu-
tions while contributing to
Scope 3 emission reductions,
thereby incentivizing stakehald-
ers Lo aceelerate the transition to
a net-zern future and promot-
ing prassrools-level economic
development

India Climate Week 2025
brought together povernment
officials, industry leaders, pol-
icymakers, climale experts,
academics and civil society
representatives.

The event emphasised incli-
sive engagement lor decarbon-
sation and resilience, inspiring
scalable strategies to combat cli-
male cha.nHr..
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Hoax bomb
threat to flight
from Frankfurt

Times News NeTwoRk

Chennai: After a nine-
hour flight from Frank-
furt, 174 Lufthansa pas-
sengers and crew had to
spend another hour in
the plane at Chennal air-
port because of a bomb
threat.

The plane (LH-758)
was moved to a corner of
the airport for a search
by the bomb squad.

The threat was recel-
v through email and
the pilot was informed
about it by the air cont-
roller as soon as the
flight landed at 12.22am
on Tuesday,

During the search,
passengers were busy fil-
ming the bomb squad
and calling up family.

After safety protocols
concluded according to
the Aircraft (Security)

Rules, the bomb squad
confirmed the threat to
bea hoax and allowed the
plane to be moved to its
designated bay.

The incidentcauseda
stiratthe airport and de-
layed the return flight to
Franlfurt,

The flight left Chen-
nai airport two hours be-
hind schedule, accor-
ding to am officer
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