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AIRPORT RUN SEES
RECORD NUMBER
OF PARTICIPANTS

DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 4

The fourth edition of the
Hyderabad Alrport Run,
organised by Grandhi
Mallikarjuna Rao (GMR)
Hyderabad International
Airport, saw a record 4,300
runners taking part in its 5K
and 10K categories.

Themed “Run, Unwind and
Njoy,” the event brought
together people from the city
and the airport community

The run was flagged off by
Pradeep Panicker, CEQ of
GMR Hyderabad International
Airport Ltd, along with other
senior officials.

The 5K run was open to men
and women of all ages, while
the 10K timed run had six cat-
egories based on age and gen-
der such as 18-39 vears, 40-59
vears and 60 vears and above.

After the rumn, the
crowd attended a live perform-
ance by singer Nakash Aziz,
known for his songs in the
movie Pushpa.

The event included exciting
activities such as dance per-
formances, flash mobs, nail art
stalls, a flea market, a kids'
play zone, and food stalls.
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Shirdi Airport

to soon

Staff Reporter

PUNE

A night landing facility will
spon be available at Shirdi
Airport, and a review of the
work in this regand was taken
at ameeting at Shirdi Airport
on Thursday, informed Union
Minister of State for Civil Avi-
ation Murlidhar Mohol in the
meeting. “The work of recar-
peting the rumway is cur-
rently underway, and efforts
are also being made to pro-
vide additional manpower for
ATC [Air Traffic Control) and

have

night landing

CISF. I om confident that this
process will be completed
quickly, and Shirdi will be in-
cluded in the list of night
landing airports,” he added.

Once the night landing fa-
cility is available at Shirdi Air-
port, the flow of passengers
will Increase significantly, and
this will have a positive im-
pact on the economy and de-
velopment of Shirdi. The
meeting was attended by of-
ficers from warious depart-
ments, including the
in-charge director of the air-
port, Krishna Paul
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Over 500 flight services hit as heavy
fog blankets Delhi, northern States

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Nearly 500 flights were af-
fected at Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport in Del-
hi, the country’s busiest
airport, as the season’s
worst fog yet engulfed the
northern parts of India.

Till 8 p.m. on Saturday,
412 flights were delayed by
over 45 minutes, according
to a flight tracking website.
Another 45 flights were
cancelled, including those
affected by bad weather at
the destination airport; 19
flights were diverted to al-
ternative airports.

Flights were affected in
Chandigarh, Srinagar, Gu-

il

4

T
-

Flight attendants make their way to the Indira Gandhi International
Airport on a cold and foggy Saturday morning in Delhi. pTi

wahati and Patna as in-
tense foggy conditions pre-
Punjab,
Haryana, parts of Hima-
Pradesh, Uttarak-
hand, Rajasthan, Uttar Pra-
desh, Bihar, Jharkhand,

vailed over

chal

Tripura, Assam, Megha-
laya and Mizoram.

In Delhi, zero visibility
conditions prevailed bet-
ween 11.30 p.m. on January
3 and 8.30 a.m. on January
4, according to IMD scien-

tist R.K. Jenamani. Flight
departures and arrivals
came to a halt intermittent-
ly, as the runway visual
range (visibility for pilots in
an aircraft aided by lights
on the runway) remained
between 100 metres and
250 metres throughout,
and even dropped to be-
low 50 metres at times,
rendering even landings
with most advanced navi-
gational aids difhcult.

“We assure you that our
teams are working diligent-
ly to assist all impacted
customers, ensuring your
journey resumes as soon as
the weather improves,” In-
diGo posted on X.

(With inputs from PTI)
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Foy causes major disruptions at Delhi airport

=

STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI

Delhi airport on Saturday
saw 19 flight diversions,
many cancellations and over
400 flight delays as low
visibility conditions due to
dense fog impacted operations
for the second straight day,
reducing the visibility to zero
in several areas for an
unprecedented  nine-hour
stretch, the longest spell of the
season.  “Zero  visibility
prevailed for nine hours at
Palam between 6 pm and 3 am
(UTC), marking the longest
spell of the season. The city's
primary weather station,
Safdarjung, recorded eight

W

a &

hours of zero visibility,
according to the India
Meteorological Department

(IMD).

India's largest airline, IndiGo,
temporarily  halted  both
arrivals and  departures.

Airlines, including IndiGo and
Air  India, issued travel
advisories urging customers to
check their flight status before
heading to the airport and
allow extra time for travel.

An official said 19 flights were
diverted at the airport between
12.15 am and 1.30 am due to
reduced visibility. Of them, 13
were domestic, four
international and two non-

scheduled flights. More than

Al moves on 3 Sinagr-Baranula railvay ack anid snow on 2 fogay winker afleman, on the ouskirtsofSrnagar _PTI

WEATHER

LUCKNOW

MAX 17.8°C(-2.3)
MIN  8.6°C(0.8)
45 flights were cancelled due to
bad weather conditions at

Delhi as well as at the
destination  airports, the
official said.

As per information available
on flight tracking website
FIi%traderd.Com. over 450
flights were delayved at the
Delhi airport. “While landing
and takeoffs continue at Delhi
Airport, flights that are not

CAT I compliant may get
affected.  Passengers are
requested to contact the airline
concerned for updated flight
information. “Any
inconvenience caused is deeply
regretted,’ the Delhi
International  Airport Ltd
(DIAL) said in a post on X at
6.56 am. CAT III facility
allows aircraft to operate in
low-visibility conditions.
Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA) in the national
capital is operated by DIAL,
handles around 1,300 flight
movements daily.
“#6ETravelAdvisory:
Departures and arrivals at
#DelhiAirport are currently on
hold due to reduced visibi]i[y,"
IndiGo said in a post on X at
1.05 am on Sa[urdg}: Air India
said in an update on X at 1.16
am that poor visibility due to
dense fog was impacting flight
operations in Delhi and parts
of northern India.
A thick blanket of fog had
enveloped Delhi on Friday as
well, czn)zla)-‘ing more than 400
flights. In an update on X at
10.58 am, IndiGo said dense
fog continued to affect
visibility in Delhi, Chandigarh,
Amritsar, Srinagar, Guwahati,
and Patna, even during
daytime. “We assure you that
our teams are workin
diligently to assist all impacte
customers, ensuring your
journey resumes as soon as the
weather improves,” it said in
another postat 11 am.
Continued on page 5

Fog Causes Major Disruptions at Delhi Airport

From page 1

The Northern Railway said a
total of 59 trains were
running late by up to six
hours and 22 by around
eight hours.

With the the maximum
temperature in the city
settled at 20 degrees Celsius,
0.7 notch above average and
the minimum temperature
was recorded at 7.8 degrees
Celsius, 0.9 notch above the
normal, according to the

India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said.
Ayanagar recorded 7.2

degree Celsius, coldest area
in the national capital.

In a related development,
the air quality in the
national capital remained in
the 'very poor' category.
Delhi's 24-hour average AQI
was recorded at 378,
according to data from the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB).

This is despite the fact that

stage three of the Graded
Response Action Plan has
been reinvoked in Delhi and
the neighbouring states.
Transport is the key source
of air pollution in the
national capital.

The weather department has
predicted ense fog
conditions likely to continue
over parts of North India
from late night of
Saturday to morning hours
of Sunday and improve
thereafter.
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Damascus
airport to
reopen

AARON BOXERMAN

Jerusalem: Syria‘s main in-
ternational airport in Damas-
cus will reopen next week,
the new government said on
Saturday, asit tries to re-estab-
lish a sense of normalcy after
the uprising that toppled Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad.

The announcement came
amid tensions along the bor-
der between Syria and Leba-
non, where four Lebanese sol-
diers were wounded inclashes
on Friday night The Lebanese
military sald that Syrian mil
itants had Mred at Lebanese
soldiers along the border,

Ahmad al-Shara, Syrin’s
new de facto leader, faces the
challenge of imposing order
on a country that has been
devastated by 14 years of civil
war that split it into multiple
warring regions and spurreda
praliferation of armed groups.

al-Shara, who leads Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham that spear-
headed the attack that toppled
al-Assad, has worked to project
a moderate image, meeting
with Western dignitaries and
trving to assure both Syrians
and foreign governments that
the country ison a stahle path

Sarw Wik Tiemas Moy Sarview
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CISF sub-inspector
kills self at Surat airport

Times News NeTwork

Surat: A 32-year-old stib-in-
spectorof the Central Indust-
rial Security Foree (CISF)
posted at Su-
rat Interna-

tional Adr-
port (SLA) al-
legedly  shot

4 himsell inthe
washroom of
the airport on Saturday after-
noon. Kishan Singh
Kanwar was rushed to a ne-
arby hospital but was decla-
red dead during treatment.
Preliminary police inves-
tigation revealed that Kan-
war deliberately shot him-
self in his stomach to end his
lifie. He fired one round from
his his service weapon, a pis-
tol, into his stomach and was
found injured around 2.15pm.
He reported for duty aro-
und Ipm and was posted at
the 1)1 gate. He went to the
washroom after informing
his colleagues but did not re-

| ”

Police said Kanwar shot himself in his stomach

turn for some time. Mean-
while, his colleagues heard
the noise of a gunshot and
rushed to the washroom at
thearrivals. They found Kan-
war bleeding there. They rus-
hed him to a hospital on Du-
mas Road, where he was de-
clared dead during treat-
ment. Kanwar was a native
of Jaipur in Rajasthan and
had married around six
months ago.

He was posted at Surat
airport for the past two and a

halfl vears. He had joined the
CISF in 2015. “His wife is at
her parents’ home while Kan-
war'smother is in Surat. Poli-
ce will question the family
members once they recover
from the shock, "said a police
officer: Police had not found
any note left by Kanwar. They
will question his colleagues.
He lived in a rented accom-
modation in Magdalla.Kan-
war’s body was sent to New
Civil Hospital for postmor-
tem.
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4,300 take partin
Hyd Airport Run

Hyderabad: The Hyderabad
Airport Run witnessed 4,300
runners in 5K and 10K categ-
ories. The event was flagged off
by GMR Hyderabad Airport CEQ
Pradeep Panicker. m
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Drugs worth
T4cr seized at
city airport

Mumbai: In a significant
drug bust, officers of the
Adr Intelligence Unit (AIL)
at Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma
haraj International Air
port intercepted a passeng-
er attempting to smuggle
hydroponic cannabis weig-
hing 1.14kg, worth Rs 4.14
crore,

The officials arrested
Muhammed Hasarudheen
Nalukudi Paramb, an Indi-
an passport holder. Paramb
arrived in Mumbai early
Saturday from Bangkok.
Acting on specific intelli-
gence, the AIU-D batch In-
tercepted Paramb and his
personal search that yiel-
ded no contraband, a detal-
led examination of his
checked-in  bagpage was
conducted in the presence
of independent witnesses,
Upon opening his baggage
officials recovered fruiting
and Nowering tops of hyd-
roponic cannabis, com
monly known as weed,
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‘Commuitted to turning
Air India into top-class airline’

CHENNAI Jan 4: Tata Sons Chairman N
Chandrasekaran on Saturday said his company
1s fully committed to transforming Air Indha
mto a top-class arrline, delivering exceptional
service and performance on a global scale.

Tata Group acquired Air India in 2022 after
the government had signed a share purchase
agreement with Tata Sons for the sale of Air
India for Rs 18,000 crore.

Chandrasekaran was responding to a query
during a free side chat with TVS Supply Chain
Solutions Ltd MD Ravi Viswanathan at the
Global Alumni Meet of NIT Trichy, here, on
what people can expect from Air India follow-
mg the acquisition made by Tata Group m 2022,

“My commitment 1s to take every effort to
make Air India an absolute top-class airline in
the world. In terms of the hardware, the flight
experience, customer experience, technology
and in every which way.” Chandrasekaran said.

On a lighter note, he appealed to the audi-
ence gathered at the venue to urge the aircraft
manufacturers Boeing and Airbus to deliver the
aircraft as per the orders made by Air India.

“You all need to help me by pushing Boeing
and Airbus to deliver me the planes,” he said.

Air India Group has a total order of 470
planes — 250 from Awrbus and 220 from Boe-
mg. In December 2024, Air India placed an
order for 100 more additional wide-body
A350 and 90 narrow body A320 aircraft in-
cluding A321 Neo.

N Chandrasekaran

Responding to another query from Viswa-
nathan on the semiconductor industry, Chan-
drasekaran said there was a huge opportuni-
ty and the exposure of Tata Sons in the sem-
iconductor sector was about USD 18 billion
in precision manufacturing, semiconductor as-
sembly and testing.

“Our semiconductor fab should be in oper-
ational in 2026. So, whether it 1s in the ener-
gy sector or m semiconductor sector, we have
taken the lead and a head start. We have to
build a whole ecosystem n the semiconduc-
tor sector and thousands of companies are
coming up i the ecosystemn m the next 18-24
months,” he remarked. — PTI
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UDAN 2.0 on FY26 Budget radar

REACHING NEW HEIGHTS. Allocation for the new scheme may be higher

—
Our Bureau
Maw Dalhi

The Centre is expected to
boost the fast-growing civil
aviation sector by reviving
more airports under the
brand new iteration of the
regional connectiviry
scheme UDAN in the upcom-
ing Union Budget.

As per industry insiders,
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman might
propose  allocation  for
“UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam
Naagrik) 2.0" scheme, which
aims to support last-mile
connectivity through the de-
velopment of cost-effective
airport infrastructure,

In the Union Budget FY25,
the Centre had earmarked
€502 crore for the UDAN
scheme. This amount was
lower than the revised estim-
ate of ¥B50 crore and the
budget estimate of $1,244.07
crore for FY24.

HIGHER ALLOCATION

However, the allocation for
the new scheme might he
higher in the upcoming

TAKING OFF. UDAN 2.0 intends to provide a cost-effective
means to develop and operate over 100 underutilised airstrips

Budget, said industry in-
siders, citing that the new it-
eration is expected to lay the
foundation for the Centre’s
plan to increase the number
of operational airports to
350-400 by 2047

Notably, the new itreration
of the scheme, unofficially
known as “UDAN 2.0." in-
tends to provide a cost-ef-
fective means to develop and
operate over 100 underutil-
ised airstrips in the country.

As of now, the Ministry of
Civil Aviation (MoCA) has
operationalised owver H5

aerodromes, comprising air-
ports, heliports and water
aerodromes, under the
scheme,

REDUCING COSTS
Besides, the scheme pro-
poses to reduce the running
cost of small regional air-
ports and advance landing
grounds {ALGs).

Estimates show that run-
ning operations at small air-
ports or ALGs cost around
17 o 110 crore per annim,

Apart from reducing ex-
penses, the new scheme will

lock at ways to ease opera-
tional regulations so that air-
lines or helicopter operators
can start flights to last-mile
destinations while offering
affordable fares.

The scheme emphasises
various ways to ease the
entry barriers for new air-
lines, helicopters, seaplanes
and light aircraft operators.
The cost element, industry
insiders added, is the single
biggest entry barrier for new
plavers to enter the segment.

As of now, the market-
driven model of the first
UDAN scheme allowed air-
lines to assess demand on
specific routes and submit
proposals  during  bidding
rounds,

It incentivises airlines to
connect  underserved re-
gions by uﬂ':,nng them sup-
port thmugh Viahility Gap
Funding (VGF) and various
concessions provided by air-
port operators, the Central,
and State governments.

Since  inception, the
scheme has facilitated the
travel of over 1.44 crore pas-
sengers across more than 2.8
lakh flights,



AHQPLH«TSIHJlkﬂﬁﬂfTY(JFiNLHﬁu

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHI 6 JANUARY 2025

New flights to Lakshadweep on cards as PM’s
visit, improved connectivity spur travel demand

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Ptumdsa

Prime Minister Nurendra
Midi's visit to Lakshadweep
on  January 4 last vear
brought the slands  into
spotlight. A vear later, more
and more Indians are choos-
ing to travel there for
holaday.

Daily passenger arrivals at
Agatti airport in Lokshad-
weep rose five-fold in the
Winter senson on a year-on-
year basis with anincrease in
fights, Alliance Air and
FLY%1 are evaluating oxtra
fights o Lakshadweep to
support trade and tourism.

MALDIVES HIT

Herween April and Novem
ber 2024, Agatti  airport
handled 69,027 passengers.
During the same period in
2023, it handled 28,144 pas-
sengers. The rise in Lakshad
weep's appeal came amid the

FOLLODW THE LEADER. PM Narendra Modi™s stopover in
Lakshadweaep early |zst year led to maore tourist footfalls e

waning popularity of Mal-
dives among Indians in early
2024. This followed a strain
in ties hetween India and
Maldives after three of lts
ministers made derogatory
remarks against Mods,

While tics are normal
again, travel from lndia 1o
Maldives has taken a hit,

On the other hand, Lak-
shadweep haz gained as a
result of the growing con-
nectivity, Last winter, Lak
shadweep's only airlink was

Alliance Adr's daily Qighe
from Kochi. In April, IndiGo
and FLY91 laounched their
flights. Now, Agatti airport
sees 25 flights o week con
necting it to Bengalum, Goa
and Kochi. All the flights are
operated by 72 seater
ATR-72 aircraft,

At present Agatti airport
sees around 250-260 passen-
ger arrivals daily, The num
ber of departing passcngers
is lower due o operational
limitations at the airport.

Dieparting aircraft can't take
off with full load due o a
shorter rumway length and
the presence of trees in the
departure path.

NEW FLIGHTS

“Our Goa-Lakshudweep
flight is performing very
well. Pussenpers from Murm-
hai, Delhi, Hyderabad and
Bengalury connect onour
flight daily. We are happy
with the performance of the
sector and we ane seripushy
considering new flights to
Lakshadweep from destina-
tions like Kozhikode in the
summer  schedule,”  =aid
h'lil:!uj Chacko, MD & CEQ,
FLY91.

“We will definivelv add
more flights to Lakshad-
weep, We are targeting the
next winter schedule for new
launches as we expect our
grounded aireralt 1o re-enter
serviec im six to eight
months,” said Alliance Alr's
CED Rambabu Ch.
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Cold wave, dense fog grip North India:
Several flights delayed, schools shut

Low visibility conditions continued
in Delhi on Sunday, while the
Jharkhand government announced
closure of schools from January 7-
13 in view of a cold wave sweeping
the eastern state. Also, more than
100 flights were delayed at the
national capital’s airport.

The mercury neared the freezing
point in several parts of Kashmir
Valley which received fresh snowfall
on Sunday, while cold weather con-
ditions continued at many places in
Haryana and Punjab.

Dense fog persisted in the
national capital, reducing visibility
tozero and disrupting several flights

T M "

A flight makes alanding at the

Jayprakash Narayan International
Airport amid dense fog in Patna

and train schedules, officials said.
Low visibility conditions due to

dense fog have been impacting flight

operations at Delhi airport for the

PJOTO: PTI

past three days.

“Compared to Saturday’s 9-hour
zero visibility spell, Palam experi-
enced a relatively shorter duration of
3.5 hours of zero visibility on
Sunday,” an official said.

Most parts of Kashmir, including
Srinagar, received a fresh spell of
snowfall on Sunday.

Patna also witnessedof cold wave,
with several places recording a mimi-
mum temprature of 10 degrees
Celsius or below. Due to the intense
cold conditions, the Patna district
administration asked all government
and private schools till class 8 to
remain shut till January 11. PTI
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IndiGo flight
diverted safely

Hyderabad: An IndiGo flight. 6E
5248, from Mumbai to
Visakhapatnam, was diverted to
the Shamshabad airport here on
Saturday morming, after the
pilot identified a technical issue
mid-flight.

The plane, carrying 144 passen-
gers, landed safely without inci-
dent. All passengers were
deboarded after completing
necessary procedures.

IndiGo arranged an alternative
aircraft for the passengers to
continue their journey to
Visakhapatnam. Refreshments
were provided during the walt
to minimize the inconvenience,
“The safety of passengers and
crew is our topmaost priority,
and we regret the inconven-
lence caused due to this delay,”
said an IndiGo official.
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/ AVIATION ACCIDENTS

Three crew memibers wene illed after a helicopter of the Indian Coast Guard
crashed and caught fire at an airport on the outskirts of Parbandar city In
Gujarat on Sunday. Last year, aviation accidents claimed nine lives in a total of 57
inchcdents- i Indiiz, according to data from Aviation Safety Network. Worldwide
1,555 fatalities were recorded in 5,006 incidents in 2024, Here's list of incidents

with maost fatalities kst year:

MAJOR AVIATION INCIDENTS® WORLDWIDE, 2024

Country Operator Fatalities

South Korea (29 Dec) | Jeju Air
Russia (24 Jan) Russian Air Force g

Bracil (3 Aupg) Viepass Linhas Adreas

Kazakhstan (25 Ded)  Azerbadjan Airlines 9

Russia (31 Avg) Vityaz Aero | P

Nepal (24 Jul) Saurya Airlines | Jt g
Russia {12 Mar) Russian Air Force Bis 5
Ukraine (14 Jan) Russian Alr Force B g
Brazil (22 Dec) Private 10 =
Kenya {18 Apr) Henya Alr Force (KAF] 10 %
Russia (23 Feb) Russian Air Force Hio &
* rcidiEnts include al] eveia (Rat have & besring on peiserger wfety svample Aight toarmed =
ok g to aebrts on rumsy or Tlighi returned cge in insrume mafunclion ofc s
* Faniies 10 of more
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Dubai flight
delay strands
hundreds
Dhairya Gajara

MUMBA)
e

Around 250 passengers
travelling to Dubai  were
stranded at the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport when their Air India
flight got delaved by morme
than eight howrs on Saturday.

The airline said there was a
technical snag in the aircraft,
and ultimately asked the pas-
sengers to de-board and wait
at the transit lpunge untl
further announcement.

Flight Al 90% was sched-
uled to depart at 825am from
Mumbai and reach Dubali at
1245pm. Air India asled the
passengers to de-board at
noon and asked them to wait
at the transit lounge for two
hours, The flight ulimately
departed at 445pm and was
expected to reach Dubai at
6.35pm, but instead reached
at 8l0pm. Muliple passen-
gers said they had connecting
flights to Eurcpe, which they
missed, sccording to repors.

The Free Press.Journal con-
tacted Air India to kmow the
reason for delay but did not
receive any reply from the
airline
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An incoming train at Shahabad Mohammadpur Railway Station, Dwarka, is only visible as a speck of light amid dense fog on Sunday.

VIPIN KUMAR/HT PHOTO

Day 4 of zero visibility in Delhi

HT Correspondent

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi logged zero
visibility for a fourth consecutive
day on Sunday, for over three
hours between 4am and 7.30am
this time, impacting flight and
train operations. The fog spell,
however, was shorter-lived than
the nine hours of zero visibility
clocked a day before.

Officials at Delhi’s Indira Gan-
dhi International (IGI) Airport
said no flight was diverted or
cancelled on Sunday, but several
were delayed. According to the
flight tracking website Flightra-
dar24, over 300 flights were
delayed at the airport. The web-
site also showed 18 cancellations,
but it did not specify whether
this was due to adverse weather
or other reasons.

“No cancellations or diver-

sions were reported on account
of fog on Sunday. On Saturday,
19 flights had to be diverted and
over 40 were cancelled,” an offi-
cial at the airport said.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said visibility
was zero at the Palam observa-
tory for three hours, while it was
50 metres at the Safdarjung
observatory at 5.30am, making
the early morning commute dif-
ficult. IMD issued a yellow alert
for Monday, forecasting moder-
ate fog in most places and dense
fog in isolated pockets.

People took to social media,
questioning airlines over delayed
arrivals and departures from
Delhi.

Arman, a passenger, posted
on X: “Flight 6E-2083 which was
scheduled to depart from Vara-
nasi to Delhi this morning was
delayed for almost 3 hours.

Which will resultin me missing
my connecting flight from Delhi
to Dehradun. What if T miss my
connecting flight ? I urgently
need to reach Dehradun today
(sic).”

The airline, IndiGo, responded
by saying the delay had occurred
on account of bad weather. “We
regret this discomfort and assure
you that it is never our intent to
disrupt the travel plans of our
flyers. However, your flight was
affected due to the consequential
effect of bad weather affecting
our arriving aircraft, which is
beyond our control...” the airline
posted on X.

Trains, too, were impacted in
the early hours of the day. North-
ern Railways said 51 trains were
delayed by over 30 minutes in
the region.

On Saturday, the season's
worst fog spell in terms of inten-

sity, visibility remained zero for
nine hours between 11.30pm on
Friday and 8.30am on Saturday.
This had a cascading effect at the
airport, with delays and cancel-
lations being reported even after
the sun had come out.

IMD classifies fog as “shallow”
when visibility is between 500
and 1000 metres; “moderate”
when it is between 200 and 500
metres; “dense” when it is
between 50 and 200 metres and
“very dense” when it is below 50
metres.

Mahesh Palawat, vice presi-
dent at Skymet, said the intensity
of the fog is expected to reduce
marginally on Monday, with the
possibility of some rain. “We are
likely to see some cloudiness and
subsequent rain,” he said.

For fog to be “very dense”, Pal-
awat said winds need to be calm,
with skies to be clear and mois-

ture content to be high.

RK Jenamani, a scientist at
IMD, meanwhile, said fog condi-
tions on Sunday were far better
than Saturday as Delhi was
helped by a “fog hole” forming
over the city. This generally
occurs due to factors such as the
urban heat island effect, where
concrete and urbanisation lead
to areas recording higher tem-
peratures than surrounding
green areas.

“The fog lifted early on Sun-
day through the activation of an
urban fog hole. This was due to
local factors and heating which
was specific to Delhi-NCR. If one
viewed satellite imagery, a thick
layer of fog was still visible
across the Indo-Gangetic Plains,
even when the fog over Delhi
had lifted,” said Jenamani, add-
ing moderate to dense fog was
likely on Monday too.
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Committed to turning Air India into top-class
airline, says Tata Sons chief Chandrasekaran

CHENNALI: Tata Sons Chair-
man N Chandrasekaran on Sat-
urday said his company is fully
committed to transforming Air
India into a top-class airline,
delivering exceptional service
and performance on a global
scale. Tata Group acquired Air
India in 2022 after the govern-
ment had signed a share pur-
chase agreement with Tata Sons
for the sale of Air India for Rs
18,000 crore.
Chandrasekaran was
responding to a query during
a free side chat with TVS Supply
Chain Solutions Ltd Managing
Director Ravi Viswanathan at
the Global Alumni Meet of NIT
Trichy, here, on what people can
expect from Air India following
the acquisition made by Tata

Group in 2022,

“My commitment is to take
every effort to make Air India,
an absolute top-class airline in
the world. In terms of the hard-
ware, the flight experience, cus-
tomer experience, technology
and in every which way” Chan-
drasekaran said. On a lighter
note, he appealed to the audi-
ence gathered at the venue to
urge the aircraft manufacturers
Boeing and Airbus to deliver the
aircraft as per the orders made

by Air India.

“You all need to help me by
pushing Boeing and Airbus to
deliver me the planes,” he said.

Air India Group has a total
order of 470 planes -- 250 from
Airbus and 220 from Boeing.
In December 2024, Air India
placed an order for 100 more
additional wide-body A350 and
90 narrow body A320 aircraft
including A321 neo.

Responding to another
query trom Viswanathan on
the semiconductor industry,
Chandrasekaran said there
was a huge opportunity and
the exposure of Tata Sons in
the semiconductor sector was
about USD 18 billion in preci-
sion manufacmri.ng, semi-con-
ductor assembly and testing.

“Our semiconductor fab
should be in operational in
2026. So, whether it is in the
energy sector or in semicon-
ductor sector, we have taken the
lead and a head start. We have to
build a whole ecosystem in the
semiconductor sectorand thou-
sands of companies are coming
up in the ecosystem in the next
18-24 months,” he remarked.

He emphasised that there
has to be a focused, persistent
approach in the semiconductor
industry along with the support
of government policies. "More
investments have to come and
research has to happen. Aca-
demic institutions have to get
involved (in semiconductor
sector). So, it is a long way,’
he said. Pl
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Delhi fog disrupts trains, delays
flights for third consecutive day

STAFF REFORTER B NEW DELHI

thick blanket of fog

covered Delhi on Sunday
morning, disrupting flight
and lragm Echt!FquE‘L in jl;Eu:
national capital for the third
consecutive day in a row. The
city also witnessed a dip in
temiperature, accompanied by
col wave conditions.
However, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has forecast light rain
for Monday bringing a likely
respite. "Dense fog conditions
during late night to early
morning hours is likely to
continue over parts of North
India tll 09th January 09" it
added.

According 1o the fight
tracking websile,
Flightradar24, ever 200

flights have been delayed and

30 flights have been cancelled.
The visibility at Palam was
zera for 3.5 hours from 4 am
to 730 am on Sunday. This
was better than the nine hours
of zero visbility conditions
on Saturday, sad the IMD.
The visthility improved over
Palam to 100 m at 830 am as
the wind spl:::d increased
from 10 kmph to 13 kmph. At
S:JJdurjunH, finimiim
visibility of 500 m was reported
al 5.30 am.

The dense fog conditions
lifted and moderate fog was
later reported at B.30 am as
the wind speed picked up
from 4 kmph to 6 kmph, said

the IMD. "Compared 1o
Saturday's  9-hour  zero
vizibility spell, Palam
experienced a  relatively

shorter duration of 3.5 hours
of zero visibility on Sunday,”

the IMD added.

According to Delhi afrport
officials, no flights were
diverted on Sunday The
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Adrport fssued a
passenger advisory at 12,10
. “Lovw visibility
procedures  are  still  in
progress al Delhi Adrport.
However, there has been no
tmpact on fight operations.
Passengers are requested to
contact the airline concerned
for updated light
information,” the advisory
reads.

Delhi International Airport
Lid (DIAL) operates around
1300 fight movements daily.
Due o adverse weather
conditions, flights to/irom
Delhi. Amritsar, Chandigarh,
Kolkata and Lucknow are
impacted,” IndiGo said in a

post on X at 12.59 am. Several
trains at New Delhi Railway
Station were also delayed due
s the dense fop conditions.
Meanwhile, the air quality in
Delhi remained in the ‘very
poor” category for the fourth
conseculive day on Sunday
Delhis Air Quality Index
(AQI) reading at 1 pm was
339 ('very poor calegory).
The air quality is generally
impacted when the smog
thickens and temperatures
dip, along with reduced wind
speeds.  The  minimum
temperature on Sunday was
0.4 degree Celsius, which is
above normal by 3 notches.
The maximum lemperalire
was stood at 186 degree
Celsius, which s below
normal by one notch. Palam
was the cold area which

recorded 7.8 degree Celsius.
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Always be ready to fight
back’: IC-814 hero retlres

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: “Even as a pas-
senger, I'll look at people aro-
und metoensureeveryone’sal-
right and nothing’s wrong. A
creeping doubt will lingeron.”
That’s how Captain Devi
Sharan — commander of the
Indian Airlines plane IC 814 hi-
jacked in Dec 1999 — will travel
hereon after operating his last
flight as a pilot on Saturday
and retiring at 65. Joining Indi-
an Airlines in 1985, the ace pilot
hunguphis boots after40 vyears
in the flight deck that have gi-
ven him memories — and
nightmares —for a lifetime.
“IC 814 hijacking taught me
life is unpredictable and one
has to be always ready to fight

Capt Devi Sharan after piloting
his last flight on Saturday

back. Those were my life’s to-
ughest days and my only aim
was to save lives of evervone
ontheplane.Thopeand prayno
crew member or passenger
ever relives those moments,”
Sharan told TOI Sunday.

»1-yr world tour, P 16

Retired IC-84 hero’s
plans: A l-year world
tour, then farming

» Continued fromP1

he veteran pilot is now
I preparing to board a
- set of long flights
around the world over the
next one vear that will take
him to Antarctica and Sib-
eria, among other places.
The Kandahar hijacking
was not the only time
this pilot and some |
others in erstwhile In-
dian Airlines had a
tryst with danger. He §
along with Captain S
P S Suri — the pilot
who flew the hijacked
aircraft of erstwhile
Indian Airlines back [
home on Jan 1, 2000 — |
had another tryst
with danger 12 vears

Boeing 737-200, then operated
the Airbus A320 and the A330
(oneof which washijacked to
Kandahar). After the merger
with Al, he flew the A330 and
then the B787 Dreamliner.
His final flight as a pilot was
operating a Dreamliner from
Melbourne to Delhi on Jan 4.
The flight crew gave him a

later. This time, the The ﬂlght crew gave Sharan a speclal farewell

two and their cabin
crew member colleagues got
stuck in civil-war torn Libya
and were waylaid by AK 47-
totting youngsters on the
streets of the city Luckily,
they all escaped unhurt.
Captain Sharan did his
flying training from Karnal
in 1984 and was selected by In-
dian Airlines (which merged
into Air India in 2007) the
next year He started with

special farewell.

“With the same enthusi-
asm of a young boy who once
joined this airline, I now turn
the page and embark on the
golden vears of my life,” he
said in a mail to colleagues.
After his year-long world tour,
Captain Sharan plans to do
farming in Karnal and may
also be on board a mega train-
ingfacility Al is creating.
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200 flyers stuck on Delhi-Pune
flight for over 7 hrs due to fog

Pune: Severe fog and low vis-
ibility disrupted flight oper-
ations across major airports,
including Delhi and Pune,
leading to a harrowing expe-
rience for around 200 passen-
gers on a Delhi-Pune Air In-
dia Express flight (IX-1176),
The flyers, inchuding senior
citizens, were kept on the
plane  for seven-and-a-half
hours before being deboarded
and asked to repeat the secu-
rity check process at Delhi
airport.

Scheduled to depart at
f.40pm Friday and arvive at
11.50pm, the flight finally took
off at 7.30am Saturday, land-
ing in Pune at 10am — more
than 10 hours behind sched-
wle. An official response from
theairline is awaited.

Pune resident Ambadas,

Gawande, who was travell-
ing with family, described
the ordeal. “First, there was
a delay of half an hour. All
passengers boarded the air-
craft by 10pm. When the air-
eraft didn't fly even after an
hour, flyers asked the crew
members what was the prob.
lem. One of them said visi-
bility was a major problem
because of fog, Some flyers
lost their cool after patiently
sitting in the aircraft for
more than two hours,” he
said, As frustration among
the flyers grew, the cahin
crew assured that the flight
would take off soon. “But it
never happened. Many pas-
sengers, mostly senior citi-
zens, wanted to go back to
the terminal building to sit
and rest comfortably. e
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0 visibility for 9 hrs: Fog blinds
Delhi, disrupts flights & trains

400 Flights
Hit, 100 Trains
Disrupted

Kushagra.Dixit

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Flights were
cancelled, trains ran late
and weekend road traffic
was sluggish as the national
capital was enveloped in a
dense fog for as long as 12
hours, starting late Friday
night, This  occurred
against a backdrop of cold
and polluted weather A yel-
low alert was issued by the
Met, expecting moderate to
dense fog on Sunday and
light to very light rain on
Monday:

According to IMD, on
Saturday, very dense fog led
to zero visibility which last-
ed for nine hours at Palam
and six hoursat Safdarjung,
making it the season's worst
fogsituation for the city The
fog conditions also impact-
ed a large area of the Indo-
Gangetic plains, affecting
transport.

According to FlightRa-
dar24, over 400 flights were

Hajesh Mihia

Commuting on roads too was tough in New Delhi on Saturday

delayed, and average delay
was M minutes. A dense fog
wreaked havoe on train ser-
vices, leaving 1.5 to 2 lakh
passengers stranded or de-
layed while travelling toand
from Delhi. The severe
weather  disrupted 100
trains, with 49 requiring
rezcheduling due to mainte-
nance needs.

Despite  the  severe
weather, officials reported
that flight operations were
gradually restored, starting
from 1.30 am, with only mi-
nor delays. The India Mete-
orological Department
(IMD) anticipates similar
foggy conditions in north-
west Indiaon Sunday, which

could continue to affect
flight schedules.

Many train passengers
told TOI that they faced not
only delays but also over-
crowded waiting rooms, es-
pecially at the New Delhi
Railway Station. Ritvik Ag-
garwal, 33, who was travell-
ing from Kanpur via Shram
Shakti Express, experi-
enced a six-hour delay *My
train was scheduled to ar
rive at 5.55 am, but it got de-
layed by over six howrs,” he
sald. Many complained that
the waiting areas at New
Delhi, Old Delhi and Niza-
muddin stations have reac-
hed full capacity with trav.
ellers experiencing delays.

Three farm activists
killed in fog-related
accidents in Punjab

ense fog in the region led

to five accidents — two
each in Punjab's Barnala and
Bathindadistricts and onein
Faridkot district — involving
farm activists headed for
Kisan Mahapanchayatsin
Haryana's Tohana and
Punjab's Khanaurion
Saturday. One of the
accidents in Barnala led to
the death of three women
belonging to BKU (Ekta
Ugrahan). In another
accidentin Barnala, four
BKU (Ekta Sidhupur)
members were injured when
abus from Dallewal collided
withatruck.

InBathinda, at least 24
passengers were injured
whenabus overturned after
hitting a road divider. in
another Bathinda mishap,
three BKU (Ekta Ugrahan)
members sustained injuries
when their bus met withan
accident due tofog. In the
fifth mishap, three activists
sustained injuries when
their bus met withan
accident. Ty
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