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Airports where pilots could fear to land

n October 25, 2024, there was an
incident involving a Qatar Airways
Boeing 787 that was operating as a
scheduled flight from Colombo, Sri
Lanka to Doha, Qatar. After landing and taxiing at
slow speed to the assigned bay, the plane’s right
main landing gear sank into a ramp area, which
in turn collapsed. As the plane’s main landing
gear wheels had sunk in deep, the right engine
made contact with the ground and sustained
damage. It is fortunate that the incident did not
happen on the runway or on the taxi track when
the plane would have been at a higher speed.

Social media posts indicate that a Japanese
company contracted to build the airport at Doha
— most of it is on reclaimed land — had suggested
that the whole area would need to be concreted
as the soil was not strong enough to handle the
stress that would be induced by heavy aircraft
movement. As the cost was prohibitive, a cheaper
option was chosen. It is surprising that a
cash-rich country would cut costs on an
important infrastructure project that is one of the
most important in the fast growing aviation
scene.

Singapore’s Changi airport, Hong Kong’s new
airport at Chek Lap Kok island, and Male airport
(the Maldives) are built on reclaimed land and
have been functioning and expanding rapidly.
They have not encountered the kind of problem
seen at Doha. However, it is certain that Qatar will
leave no stone unturned in correcting any

deficiency found in the airport operational area
constructions.

Chennai airport’s expansion
Why is this incident of interest to India? People
may not be aware of the original expansion plan
of Chennai airport that had been proposed in
2007. The design project was originally given to
the firm, Larsen & Toubro (L&T), with the
Airports Authority of India (AAI) involved in the
requirements. Under the plan, a parallel runway
to the existing main runway was to be
constructed, and the old secondary runway was
to be extended across the Adyar river (which
flows near the airport area), with a bridge to
connect the two runways. L&T carried out the
soil testing for the bridge to be built across the
river, which would hold the taxi track and the
area assigned for the parallel runway. It appears
that the firm found the soil for the area required
for the parallel runway to be unsuitable, and the
proposal for a parallel runway was dropped.
The AAI then proposed that the taxi track
across the river be converted into the extended
secondary runway and that L&T needed to do
fresh soil testing for the expanded project. For
reasons best known to L&T and the AAI, L&T
dropped out of the project. Instead, the project
was awarded to an unknown construction
company, Consolidated Construction Consortium
Limited (CCCL), which, at that stage, had no
experience of building even a road bridge. The
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AAI claimed that the bridge construction design
had been approved by IIT Madras. This writer has
a letter from the Head of the Department of
Structural Engineering, [IT Madras, stating that
they had only validated the numbers given by the
AAL

Safety violations, unaddressed issues

In the Environment Clearance No.
10-140/2007-IA-III dt. 25/8/- 1, it was indicated by
the AAI that the runway bridge, with a span of
200 metres by 415m and a structural grid of 20
mx10m, on a RCC column of 1.2m diameter and
1.4m high above a high floodline, would be
constructed on the Adyar river. The flood level in
earlier floods was 13m and so the bottom of the
bridge should have been 14.4m above mean sea
level. The pillars supporting the bridge across the
Adyar were to be 1.2m in diameter, but the pillars
constructed are 0.86m in diameter. The area that
the bridge was to occupy was 200m x 417m but it
was stretched to 617m. The most serious violation
was the caveat that the bridge had to be built
1.4m higher than the flood level of the Adyar river
in the earlier floods. But the bridge has been built
four metres below the permitted level. During the
catastrophic floods in Chennai in 2015, the
gushing water flow in the Adyar river was blocked
by this structure, resulting in an accelerated
water flow through the lower portion of the
secondary runway. This resulted in the Coast
Guard hanger, private aircraft parked on the
tarmac and also an Army bridge near the Indian
Army’s Officers Training Academy (which is next
to the airport) being destroyed.

The floods in 2015 were blamed on the delayed
opening of the sluice gates of Chembarambakkam
lake (one of Chennai’s water supply sources)
which lies 14 kilometres west of the airport.
Environmentalists say the water discharge from
Chembarambakkam contributes only around
30% of the water flow in the Adyar river, with the
rest from overflow from flooded waterbodies
further west such as Mudichur, Sriperumbudur
and Parandur (the planned site of Chennai’s
second airport) We have seen what Chennai and
the surroundings went through during the
deluges in 2021 and 2023. Weather pundits
expect extreme weather events ahead.

This brings us back to Doha and its connection
with Chennai airport. The AAI completed the
Chennai runway extension more than 12 years
ago and the AAI claims that it is designed for
Airbus A380 operations. Recently, in a review of
operations at Chennai airport, a Cabinet Minister
in the Tamil Nadu government said that efforts
are on to get Code F aircraft (much larger
widebody aircraft such as the A380) to operate to
Chennai. He said the AAI is working on this. To
operate such aircraft, you need a runway and taxi
track width of 60m. This would need even wider
spacing from the existing main runway. The
runways in Chennai are only 45m wide. If one
applies the standards set by the International

Civil Aviation Organization, no Code F plane can
operate. Can the AAI explain why no widebody
aircraft can operate on the secondary runway,
even though it was completed 12 years ago?

A greenfield project

Now to the much proclaimed greenfield Parandur
airport project. The plan here is for the
acquisition of 4,000 acres of land for a new
international airport which is an area rich in
waterbodies. To have such an airport built to
international standards, soil testing and
concreting of the entire area will have to be done
in order to operate large aircraft. Based on the
experience of the dropped parallel runway
project at the existing Chennai airport, are crores
of tax-payers’ money going to be sunk in a project
which will destroy the many waterbodies at
Parandur? If 4,000 acres of concrete — and for a
depth of at least 4m — are to cover waterbodies,
can one imagine where flood waters from those
destroyed waterbodies would flow? We are in an
era of climate change. Let us not forget that
constructing an airport on reclaimed land that is
situated in an area of waterbodies is a specialised
subject, and the costs are prohibitive.

Readers may wonder why this writer has
mentioned the depth of a concrete tarmac.
Readers might be aware of hard landings of 2¢g or
3g. In simple terms, ‘g’ is the acceleration due to
gravity. So, a 2g landing for an aircraft that weighs
400 tons is equivalent to the weight on its wheels
of an impact of 800 tons. Apart from such an
impact, if an aircraft lands when there is a strong
crosswind, the wheels, rather than being straight,
may be at 30°-45° angle to the runway. On
touchdown, the aircraft’s wheels straighten as the
aircraft moves along the runway. The runway
surface, apart from the impact of the aircraft, will
also be subject to a twisting force. The Minister
has talked about a plan for even larger planes
landing at the existing Chennai airport. And
Parandur airport is being planned in an area with
waterbodies. One can imagine the huge twisting
impact that an aircraft weighing 600 tons will
have on a runway when landing in a crosswind.
There has to be a professional in charge who has
good knowledge on how to design a runway and
operational area structures, and who also has
knowledge of operational issues.

We have read reports of several bridges built in
recent times across India collapsing like a pack of
cards. Lives have been lost. We must not lose
sight of the issue of safety.

Bengaluru has now established itself as the
aviation gateway to the south, a position Chennai
once held. Tamil Nadu has lost its premium
gateway position because of procrastination, bad
planning and design. The fact is also that inflated
numbers projecting rising air passenger numbers
in Tamil Nadu cannot conceal the truth.
Passenger numbers have not even touched 40%
of their original projections. It seems to be a case
of fools rushing in where angels fear to tread.
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INBRIEF

Chennai airport receives yet

another hoax bomb threat

Chennai airport once again received a hoax
bomb threat claiming explosives were planted on
two flights, airport sources said. On Saturday,
around 3.30 p.m., a threat message was received
via social media platform X, the sources said.
Following this, an emergency meeting with
airlines, airport, and security officials was called
and an extensive search was carried out. Similar
to earlier threats, this, too, was found to be a
hoax. The airport had received consecutive
bomb threats in recent times.
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Touts and |Ilegal parking back at airport

SNEHALSENGUIPTA

Dum Dum: Taxl touts are
back at the eity alrport roam-
ing freely in front of the termi-
nal.

And inkeeping with the re
turn of the illegal operatives,
the old menace of illegal park-
ing of taxis in the lanes meant
for the exit of app cabs has
reared its head again

Metro visited the airport
on Sunday afternoon and
found taxi touts scouting for
easy targets in (ront of gate
numbers 4A, 48, 5A and 5B
used by international passen-
gers — at the arrival level,

Touts were also spotied
oulside the gates used by do-
mestic passengers. The touts,
cashing in on the surge in the
number of Miers during the
festive season, were offering
passengers rides in “air-con-
ditioned luxury vehicles™ at
exorbitant rates.

The men were operating
[reely despite [requent pa-
tralling by police vehicles in
front of the terminal.

The number of touts had
gone down alter the Bidhanna-
gar Police Commissionerate
launched a drive against them.
Al least 50 touts were arrested
earlier this vear.

The cops had also Mxed
gix CCTV cameras in the taxi
bay and on the booking kiosk
for prepald taxis for increased
surveillance.

Yellow taxis and other commercial vehicles parked illegally on the exit bay at the airport on
Sunday. The bay is meant for free movement of app cabs and taxis. Potuse by Gautam Bose

However, this newspa-
per came across more [h.'tII a
dozen touts stalking and har-
assing passengers in front of
the terminal bullding on Sun-
day,

At the arrival level, at least
five touts approached a fam-
ily of three as soon as they
stepped out of the terminal
through gates 3A and 3B

Monica Ingudam, 36, who
arrived from Imphal with
her sister and friend, told this
newspaper that the touts had
asked them for Rs 1,300 for
a ride to their hotel in New
Town.

“We had already booked
an app cab. The cab fare was
around Rs 380, The men who
approached us with the offer
of an "AC ride’ demanded Rs
1,300 because they said we
were carrving too much lug-
gage and the driver had to pay
an airport toll tax,” Ingudam
aaid.

Many yvellow taxis and
other commercial vehicles
were parked illegally in the
lanes, opposite the entrance
to the parking lot, which are
meant forr the exit of app cabs
and taxis,

The stretch has only six

designated pick-up points for
yvellow taxis registered with
Yatri Sathi, an app run by the
state government. Besides,
app cab aggregators Ola and
Uber have 14 plek-up pointson
the same kerbside.

But in violation of rules,
many yellow taxis and vehi-
cles with commercial number
plates were parked parallel to
each other in front of the en-
trance to the parking lot, eat-
ing up most of the three lanes
and creating bottlenecks

The police had succeeded
in preventing {llegal parking
in the exit lanes for several

maonths but the violation has
resumed.

Yellow taxis are supposed
to be parked in the parking lot
and drive to the pick-up points
only to pick up passeéngers.

There were a couple ol
civie police volunteers but
they did little to help keep the
lanes free.

Officers in the police patrol
vehicles, too, looked the other
way.

Vehicles, many of which
were fitted with beacons or
boards announcing they were
used by government officials,
were parked in the lane adjoin-
ing the terminal, despite “No
Parking” signboards installed
at regular intervals,

Many of the wehicles were
parked for more than an hour.,

A senior officer in the
Bidhannagar commissioner-
ate’s alrport division said they
conduct regular drives against
touts

“Their number could have
gone up as this is the festive
sepson, A renewed drive is on
the cards. We will also request
airport officials to ensure the
exit lanes remain free of [le-
gal parking,” said the officer.

The oflicer said patrol ve-
hicles have been deployed in
front of the terminal and on
the approach roads on both
levels.

“We try to avoid trafMic
snarls in front of the ferminal,
especially during rush hours.”
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Bomb threats for 4 flights,
security beefed up at RGIA

Times News Nerwork

Hyderabad: Four flights re-
ceived bomb threats late Sa-
turday, prompting RGI air-
port authorities to enhance
security measures and acti-
vate emergency protocols.
The threat messages on X
specifically targeted three
IndiGo flights and one Air In-
diaflight,

According to sources, one
of the three IndiGo flights,
6E-162 (Goa to Kolkata), was
diverted toan isolation bay at
RGI airport. CISF teams, po-
lice, and other enforcement
agencies conducted thoro-
ugh searches of the aireraft,
altimately declaring the

‘EMERGEHCY PROTOCOLS ON’

# RGIA authorities enhance security
measures, activate emergency protocols

' @ Three IndiGo flights & one Air India
flight targeted, threats declared as hoax

ot ® Emergency security in effect at airport
RS as precautionary measure

threat a hoax. After complete
sanitization and security cle-
arance, theflight was permit-
ted to take off.,

Similar threat messages
were received for two flights
that had already departed
from Hyderabad. Cases have
been registered at the RGI
airport police station, and an
investigation is underway to

identify the X account holder,
said K Srinivas Rao, ACP
Shamshabad division, Cybe-
rabad. While the threats we-
re determined to be hoaxes,
Anemergency security situa.
tion remains in effect, and
checks at the airportand sur-
rounding areas are ongoing
a3 a pt'L‘E.‘ﬂLItiEIl‘ml‘}' measure,
added sources.
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Govt allows internet services
on flights through Wi-Fi

— now provide in-flight con-
Our Bureau

domestic

Mew Delhi

In a fillip to in-flight and
maritime connectivity, the
Centre has permitted inter-

net services in aircraft
through Wi-Fi “notwith-
standing the minimum

height in Indian airspace”.

A Gazette notification is-
sued on Monday clarified
that passengers will be able
to avail themselves of inter-
net services in aircraft even
at an altitude of 3,000
metres.

NEW RULES

“Notwithstanding the min-
imum height in Indian air-
space referred to in sub-rule
(1), Internet  services
through Wi-Fi in aircraft
shall be made available when
electronic devices are per-
mitted to be used in the air-
craft... They shall come into
force on the date of their
publication in the Official
Gazette,” said the Depart-

e
Airlines can tie up with mobile

service providers like Airtel
and Reliance Jio

ment of Telecommunica-
tions (DoT). These rules
may be called the Flight and
Maritime Connectivity
(Amendment) Rules, 2024, it
added.

DELAYED BUT DONE

Several international airline
companies have been provid-
ing such services for a long
time. These were kept at bay
in India due to security con-
cerns. With the amended
rules, Indian airlines can

nectivity  on
routes. For this purpose, air-
lines can tie up with mobile
service providers such as
Bharti Airtel, Reliance Jio or
Vodafone-Idea.

“As domestic airlines in-
troduce in-flight Wi-Fi, this
move marks a significant
step  towards  meeting
evolving passenger expecta-
tions. However, affordability
will be crucial to its success
in the domestic market. Of-
fering quality connection at
competitive prices will de-
termine how widely-adopted
and impactful this service
becomes, as cost-sensitive
travellers increasingly ex-
pect connectivity without a
steep price tag,” Jagan-
narayan Padmanabhan,
Senior Director at Crisil, told
businessline.

Airlines that strike the
right balance here can en-
hance customer experience
while differentiating them-
selves in a highly-competit-
ive space, he added.
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IndiGo gets DGCA nod to renew
wet lease on 11 A320 aircraft

Rohit Vaid
MNew Delhi

India’s largest airline IndiGo
has received the Centre’s ap-
proval to renew the wet lease
on 11 Airbus A320 aircraft, a
move that is expected to bol-
ster its operational capacity
and enhance service effi-
ciency, sources told
businessline.

The approval of the Dir-
ectorate-General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) comes
amid increasing passenger
demand and the airline’s on-
going effort to expand its
fleet despite the Aircraft on
Ground (AOG) issue caused
by engine snag.

The lease renewal will al-
low IndiGo to maintain its
competitive edge in the fast-
growing aviation market,
sources said.

WHAT IS WET LEASE?

Last year, the DGCA had per-
mitted IndiGo to take 11
A320 aircraft on wet lease
from SmartLynx Airlines.
Under a wet lease, the air-
craft is accompanied by crew
and engineers. This is a
short-term arrangement to
handle supply-side issues.

The airline now has over
20 A320ceo aircraft on damp
and secon lease and six
Boeing 737s taken from
Qatar Airways.

As of November 4, IndiGo
had an operating fleet of 384
aircraft,  including 24
A320ceo, 200 A320neo, 112
A321neo, 45 ATR, and three
A321freighters.

The airline was faced with a severe shortage of aircraft, following
powder metal issue in the Pratt and Whitney engines

Responding to a business-
line query, Abhijit DasGupta,
Senior Vice-President, Net-
work Planning and Revenue
Management at IndiGo, said,
“As part of our strategy to
mitigate supply chain chal-
lenges and meet long-term
capacity guidance, we are in
the process of extending
leases for some aircraft.

“This will ensure that we
have adequate capacity to
support the growing de-
mand. We will continue to
work with the OEMs and im-
plement measures to minim-
ise the impact of AOGs on
our capacity in FY24-25.”

The airline has been facing
aircraft shortage due to
grounding caused primarily
by the powder metal issue in
the Pratt and Whitney en-
gines that power the
A320neo aircraft. In the
second quarter, IndiGo’s
management said that air-
craft grounding impacted
the airline’s performance.

The airline has reported a
net loss of T987 crore in Q2
down from a net profit of

189 crore in the corres-
ponding previous quarter.
“In a traditionally weaker
second quarter, results were
further impacted by head-
winds related to groundings
and fuel costs,” IndiGo’s
Chief Executive Pieter El-
bers had said.

Even though the exact
number of grounded aircraft
is not known, estimates put
it over 60.

AOG DECLINING

In a post-earnings analyst
call, IndiGo’s Chief Financial
Officer, Gaurav Negi, said
that the airline’s AOGs have
been reducing and should
come down to mid-40s by
April 2025.

This, he said, would bring
down the spending on AOG
mitigation measures. In the
second quarter, IndiGo’s op-
erating lease liability stood
atI47,779.4 crore.

Negi added that as and
when the situation of AOG
improves, the airline will
start returning the damp
leased aircraft.
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Bengaluru’s Star Air to ‘spread Wings,
orow fleet to 25 aircraft in 3 years

AnEﬁh Phadnis
Mumbe

Bengaluru-based Star Adr has
announced a major fleer ex
pansion plan that could pro-
pel it as the largest pure play
regional airline,

Currently, Star Air has
nine  agircraft (4 Embraer
F175s and 5 Emhbracr 1455

Omn Mondsy it ennounced
plans o grow its feer size 10
25 aircraft in three vears tap-
ping growth oppartunities in
tier L1 and tier 111 markets.

While it will inducr two
E175 aircraft in the current
fiscal, four more wall join the
fleetin FY26,

Star Air operates 3648
flight= daily on Udan and
non-Udan routes and will in
Creasc services to 56 in six

months on induction of new
aircraft.

Udun refers to Ude Desh
ke Aam Aadmi, the povern
ment’s fagship regional con-

EL‘L'H'-"IL'\- programme.

The Sanjoy Ghodawat
group  airline’s  expansion
plan comes as the govern-
ment prepares to extend the
Udan  scheme  beyond
2027, TndiGGo, which is the
largest operator of Udsn
flights, is considering an
other aircraft order. The
newest regional airline, Fly
91 alsn plans o ramp up its
fleet to 32 planes in five
VEILS,

On the ather hand, Alli-
ance Air 15 struggling. Alli-
ance Air is the largest pure
play ragicnal airline with 21
aircraft. However the gov-
ernment-owned arline s
hamstrung by fand shortage
and grounded airerafr. Alli-
ance Adr i operating only
around 14 planes now, and
has scheduled 26 per cent

fewer flights in the winter
schedule compared with last
vear. In contrast, Star Air is
scheduled to operate over 45
per cent more fights per
week in the winter season.

COST-FOCUSED

“We are costfocused from
day one. We belicve slow and
steady works for ws,” said
Captain Simran § Tiwana,
CEQ, Star Air,

Around 65 per cent of Star
Air's network  comprises
Uldzm rowtes,

The airline is increasing
operations  on non-Udan
routes, and ig also cxploring
operations from Jewar and
Navi Mumbai airports. “We
recently launched flights to

Ahmedabad  and  Tirupati
from Kolhapur" Tiwana
said.
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AKasa Air FY24 Revenue Soars

339%, Losses Up Over Two-fold

Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: Akasa Air reported a re-
venue of ¥3,069.6 crore in FY24, a
339.2% jump from T698.7 crore a year
ago. However, its losses after tax mo-
re than doubled to ¥1,670.1 crore
from¥44.5 crore a year ago, as expen-
ses surged with the airline expan-
ding rapidly, according to a docu-
ment filed to the Registrar of Com-
panies (RoC), reviewed by ET.

Theseare thefirsttullfiscal results
of the airline. Late Rakesh Jhunj-
hunwala-backed SNV Aviation star-
ted its operations in August 2022 un-
der the name Akasa Air.

When asked about Akasa’s losses,
CFO Ankur Goel told ET that an air-
line takes a few years to stabilise be-
fore it breaks even. However, “our
capacity tripled this fiscal year, lea-
ding to a 10% increase in revenue
per available seat Kkilometre
(RASK). This growth reflects impro-

vements across the board at Akasa,
ensuring RASK rises annually.”™

For the coming fiscal, Goel said,
“RASK will continue
to rise annually as
our internal capabili-
ties, brand presence,
and airport visibility
grow. In FY 25, our ca-
pacity will increase

:;I::Emt:g: by 50-55% cnﬁmpar&d
expansionof [0 FY24, leading to a
fleet,brand revenue increase of
buildingand approximately 50%
staff addition, instead of 300%."

CFO Ankur Akasa’s total expen-
Goel said sesfor FY24roseshar-

ply to¥4,814.4crore, as
against¥1,522.3million last year. Ac-
cording to Goel, the airline invested
heavily In expansion of its fleet,
brand building, employvee addition
among other things which added to
1ts expenses.
Interest and other finance costs
were T406.1 crore, compared to ¥141.2

crore the prior year. This rise is as-
sociated with higher lease obliga-
tions and accounting standards, ac-
cording to Goel.

Employee benefits costs surged to
T774.9 crore in FY24, up from ¥232.4
crore in FY23, driven by an increase
in total employees from 2,400 to
3,800, Goel] attributed the tripling of
costsprimarily tothe hiring of addi-
tional pilots.

“The company is also focusing on
ensuring adequate liquidity in the
business and is working on various
initiatives towards this. Conside-
ring the future business projec-
tions, the management believes
that the company will be able to rea-
lise its assets and will be able to me-
et its liabilities at the amounts sta-
ted in books and commitments in
the normal course of business,” the
management said in its annual re-
port.

As of March 31, 2024, the company
operated a fleet of 24 aircraft.
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Flyers can access
in-flight WiFi only
when allowed

PRESS TRUST OF IMDLA
New Delhi, Novern ber &

THE GOVERMMENT OM Mon
day clarified that

communication services in air
craft at a minimum helght of

3,000 metres inIndianairspace
toavoid interference with ter-
restialmobile net

inflight passen- Thenewly notified ...

geswillbeable to rule will be called “Notwithstand
use internet ser-  Flight and Maritime  ing the minimum
vices through WiFi Connectivity height in Indian
only when elec {Amendment) aimpace referredto
tromic devices ame Rules, 2024 in sub-rule (1),

miernet Services

permitted to be

used in theaircraft === through Wi-Fi in

evenafteritatiains
altitude of 3,000 metres in

Indianairspace.

Inder Flight and Maritime
Connectivity Rules, 2018, the
governmenthasmandated that
In-flight and Maritime Connec
tivity service providers shall pro
vide the operation of mobile

aircratt shall be
made avail able whenelec tronic
devices are permitied tobe used
in the aircraft,”as per the new
rule notified on Monday,

The newly notified nile will
be called Flight and Maritime
Conneciivity (Amendment)
Rules, 2024,
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In-flight passengers
can access Wik
Services only when
allowed: New rules

NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment on Monday clarified
that in-flight passengers will
be able to use intermet services
through WiFi only when elec-
tronic devices are permitted
io be used in the aircraft even
after it attains altitude of 3,000
metres in Indian airspace.
Under Flight and Mari-
time Connectivity Rules,
2018, the government has
mandated that In-flight and
Maritime Connectivity ser-
vice providers shall provide
the operation of mobile com-
municalion services in air-
craft at a minimum height of
3.000 metres in Indian air-
space Lo avoid interference
with terrestrial mobile net-
works. Coanlinued on P4

In-flight WikFi

“Notwithstanding the mini-
mum height in Indian airspace
referred to in sub-rube (1), inter-
net services through Wi-Fi in air-
craft shall be made available when
electronic devices are permitted to
be used in the airerafl,” as per the
new rule notified on Monday.

The newly notified rule will be
called Flight and Maritime Con-
nectivity (Amendment) Rules,
2024, AGENCIES
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Women plaj,ring key role in

various areas in India’s civil
aviation: Droupadi Murmu

PTI = NEW DELHI

resident Droupadi

Murmu on Monday said
women are playing a key role
in various operational and
technical areas in  the
counlry's eiwil avialion
seclor.
Interacting with a group of
women achievers in  the
Indian aviation sector at the
Rashirapati Bhavan here, she
emphasised that a||.|:1¥ with
increaging the parlicipation
of women in the aviation
industry, equal opporiunities
mawing forward in this field
are dlso nece Asary, an official
statement said.
Murmu said apart [rom
education u:u.lp proper
lraining, the support of
family members i also
important, it said.
I is ofien seen that many
wamen are not ahle o fulfil
their dreams even aller
receivin his,hur education
dse to ali'm:k of support from
the family,” the president was
quoted a3 having said in the
stalement  issued by her
aifice.
She urged the women
achievers to become guides
for other women and
encivurage them to choode

their careers and realise their
dreama, the statement said.
A.n:ﬂsrl]:lng o the pr\es:dun!.
women are playing a key role
iti various operational and
technical areas in Indias civil
avialion sector.

The meeting took place
under the 'President with the
Peaple’ initiative which aims
to establish a deeper connect
with people and recognise
their  contributions, the
slalement said.

Murmu said, “Fifteen per
cenl af  Air  Traffic
Controllers are women, 11
per cent of flight dispatchers
are women, and 9 per cent of
asrospace  engineers  dre
wimmen”,

She abio noted that 1B per
cent af pi.|uls who received
commercial licenses last year
Were wimes.

The president appreciated all
wormen achievers who think
i.r:m.l-.'alwuh.' and dare 1o
tread new paths.

She said that the inclusive
efforts of the government
have given a boost to the
pml.-,rus of women in the
civil aviation sector,

"More and more women are
now choosing avialion as
their career.” the president
said
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