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Aviation Ministry
to discuss
Mumbai airport
1SSUES tOMOorrow

CT—
Press Trust of India
MHew Delhiffdumbai

The Civil Aviation Ministry
has convened a meeting of
airlines and Adani Airport's
representatives on Tuesday
to discuss the proposed par-
tial shifting of international
flights from Mumbai airport
tor Navi Mumbai airport, ac-
cording to sources.

With Mumbai airport’s
Terminal 1 renovation set to
start in January 2027, airlines
have been asked to stop one-
third of their international
operations from October 25
or shift them to Navi Mum-
bai airport.

Sources said representat-
ives of airlines, including In-
diGo, Air India and SpiceJet,
and Adani Adrports, are ex-
pected to attend the meet,
chaired by Civil Aviation Sec-
retary Samir Kumar Sinha.
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@ AIRPORT FINANCES

Should CIAL collect user fees?

PAUL ANTONY

he year 2025-26 seems
T to have been good for

Cochin  International
Airport Limited (CIAL), which
made a record profit of 502
crore and, in another record, de-
clared a dividend of 55 per cent.
On a turnover of 1,220 crore, it
implies a remarkable 41 per cent
margin.

In contrast, GMR Airports
Ltd, the closest peer, which op-
erates the Delhi and Hyderabad
airports, registered just 1.57 per
cent profit margin.

This prompted me to take a
closer look at tariff fixation at
Indian airports.

Airports are capital-intensive
and investors need to be fairly
compensated. Accordingly, the
regulator — the Airports Eco-
nomic Regulatory Authority of
India (AERA) — fixes tariffs, in-
cluding user development fees,
based on the investments pro-
jected in the airport operator’s
core aeronautical activities.

In the case of CIAL, the AERA
had approved an investment of
¥1,416 crore for 2022-26, and a
user fee of ¥270 for domestic
and %570 for international
passengers.

During 2025-26, the user fee
collected was 236 crore, but
CIAL executed only about 40
per cent of the approved aero-
nautical works. The excess col-
lection led to the record profit
and dividend.

The unspent amount should,
therefore, have been excluded
from the profit, else CIAL
should have stopped levying the
user fee.

When the Kochi airport star-
ted operations in 1999, there
was no AERA. CIAL collected a
user fee of ¥500 per passenger
and issued a receipt for it.

Today, the user fee is incor-
porated in the flight fare, and
mOost passengers may not even
realise they are paying it.

In 2005, the then Chief Minis-
ter Oommen Chandy discontin-
ued the user fee when CIAL
began making profits. The col-
lection was restarted in 2022.

The user fee would attract

SOLO ACT. Kochi airport is dependent on a single runway tHuLast kaxkxat

less opposition were it ear-
marked for something product-
ive, such as the construction of a
second runway.

The sole runway at Kochi air-
port is due for re-carpeting in
2028. Once the work starts, no
flights will be permitted
between 10 am and 6 pm, lead-
ing to major disruptions. Yet
CIAL has not made any effort to
develop a second runway. As a
first step, it must acquire
around 300 acres.

SHAREHOLDERS’ ROLE
When the issue of dividend is
discussed, it is often argued that
the non-resident Indian (NRI)
investors who have made CIAL a
reality should not be denied re-
turns when the airport is doing
well. But it would be instructive
to examine how the funding was
raised.

The airport was commis-
sioned on May 25,1999, ata cost
of 305 crore. CIAL’s equity on
March 31 that year was %66
crore. Interest-free deposits of
{21 crore came from service
providers like Air India and the
duty-free shop contractor. The
rest comprised loans raised
from HUDCO, the State Bank of
Travancore and Federal Bank at
about 18 per cent interest.

The investor directors,
mostly NRIs, held equity of only
{11 crore,or 3.61 per cent of the
project cost. The private in-
vestors increased their holding
only after CIAL started making
profits in 2002-03.

While CIAL today has about
16,000 shareholders, about 26
per cent of the equity is held by
the top three private sharehold-
ers and they alone receive T68
crore dividend; some would al-
lege a conflict of interest when

shareholders sit on the board,
decide to collect user fees and
pay dividends to themselves
without executing develop-
mental works.

It raises the question whether
the CIAL should have followed
the IPO route to expand its
equity base.

EXPERT GUIDANCE

A related issue pertains to
whether the Chief Minister and
Ministers should continue to
serve on the CIAL board. Once
the airport became operational,
they should arguably have made
way for officers and other pro-
fessionals to manage it.

One wonders whether itis the
absence of the right expertise on
the CIAL board that has led to
the de-prioritisation of the
second runway or the conver-
sion of the precious T2 Terminal
space next to the apron as an ex-
clusive 40,000-sq ft ‘Business
Jet Terminal’, which is used by
very few, and the 60,000-sq ft
‘0484 Aero Lounge’, forcing
CIAL to plan for the expansion
of the domestic terminal.

The manner in which the sole
direct London flight to CIAL
was aborted in 2025 after four
years of operation at reasonable
occupancy levels smacks, again,
of alack of vision. CIAL needs to
decide where it sees itself in 10
years. Should it continue to re-
main a satellite of West Asian
airports? Especially at a time
when numerous airports are
springing up across India, and
2,000 new aircraft orders have
been placed in anticipation of a
major expansion of the coun-
try’s airline services.

The writer is aformer Chief Secretary of
Keralam
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Ahmedabad
airport imposes
new drop/visit
charges on taxis

Our Bureau
Ahmedabad

Getting dropped off at the
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel In-
ternational  Airport in
Ahmedabad by a taxi will
now attract a fee, with the
Adani Group-operated air-
port introducing a “drop-oft]
visit charge” for taxis and
other commercial vehicles
entering the terminal area.

The airport has also raised
charges for commercial
vehicle “pick-ups” by 33.3
per cent, adding to the cost
of using taxis to travel to and
from the airport.

Taxis and other commer-
cial four-wheelers will be
charged ¥50 for drop-off]
visit, with the levy going up
to 200 if the vehicle exceeds
the eight-minute limit.

The charges also cover
tempos, minibuses and
buses, for which the levy can
go up to T600 for the first 0-
30 minutes, adding to the
cost of airport travel for pas-
sengers using hired trans-
port.

The new charges came
into force since October 1.
Taxis and other commercial
vehicles arriving to pick up
passengers will now attracta
%200 pick-up charge, up from
150 earlier — a 33.3 per
cent increase.

NO OPTIONS
Auto-rickshaws, meanwhile,
are not available for pick-up
near the Terminal 1 exit,
leaving passengers who want
to take an auto to walk out of
the terminal area to access
one.

On Sunday, passengers
were seen walking out of the
terminal pick-up zones to-
wards the main road with
their luggage and families,
apparently to avoid the in-
creased fee.

The airport said the new
charges were aimed at man-
aging increasing traffic and
supporting the maintenance
of its infrastructure.



Corporate Commumcatlons Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD

DELHI

5 OCTOBER 2026

TITATSH A STET0 T

aﬂmdlddldmlﬁ_ﬂé

:I's‘i%—c?maﬁ@?

Tamm= shufrt = feem w0
TN T | HaE WRUE %
e 1 & qAfelRr bl ol
2020 ¥ gE @t ST
fple @M S=N T
AN o SA A RIS &
S TR i ue famfe o fapan
T o7 | 39 el T o R e
Y R % T ¢ THH ®
EIREIRC KRG

(IR 1 Ol ¥ &
R fAafies (AEe) @
TS T TF I H, QAR
ed *fEl (Tsidt) 3
T Rt ot 25 TR
T Gog WRUE ¥ ol gag
WRAE (ST BA & H G )
R ST SR el T 33
o fewmr Re & &
3T < o SR & 5IR 7 off
SR R I fa e 2 ed Y

T T B S | e SR ey
T3, ST RUIE QT &
foisror & €)1 9 e = ST U
I forafe o wouwe 3 sawn
foh 39 TIRETEY T 1o Ha
qaﬁga's‘quaﬂﬁaﬁm%
iifeh ‘60 e G fafegn

it am: 2020 YA e
1 & T =l T TS
o 1 ST ST =T @
B WA AR Aot
I TESRT & | o U9

%mww sﬁwaﬁﬁsﬁw

fepu T SR o B et
ISRIRE

TWh S H, T 3
e o1 e, ‘Tifean Refisr o
FEITAE fF 2020 A& 1 &
eI h1 oI TR o Tl
A T 9 T 81 iR
I TS ST ol Ush W
TATE, TALSH TR [
2020 ¥ g2 U Gft sIahi &
Uy (S5% 1 faen),
ST o Nepl€ 3R Skl &
ST o SEATerST U397 o e
3R Geiftra feaement & @
e ferg ST’




AIRPORTS AUTHORITY

Corporate Communications Directorate

OF INDILA

BUSINESS STANDARD

DELHIT

5 OQETORBER: 2026

Show records of consultations since 2020: Airlines to AAHL

DEEPAE PATEL
New Delhi, & Detober

Ajrlines on Sunday asked
the Adani proup to show rec-
ords of all consultations on
Mumbai airport Terminal 1%
[T1} redevelopment sinoe 2020,
challmging its claim that mden-
sive comsultations were held.
In a comimunication sent to
the Adani group-controlled
Mumbai International Airport
Lidd (MIAL), the Aifdine Oper-
ators Committee (AOC) also
asked it to explain the basis of
ordering the airlines to shift a
specific 33 per cent of interna-
tional services to the newly

apened Mavi Mumbai Intermat
donal Airport (NMIA) by
October 25

Buginess  Standard has
reviowed the communication.
Both, Mumbai and Nawvi
Mumbai airports are contralled
by AAHL. It stated in a press

Airlines’ demands
u Explain the basis for shifting a

specific 33% of international flights

to Mavi Mumbal airport
u Shaw minutes of meetings of all

consultations held since 2020 on
Mumbai's Terminal 1 redevelopment

u Explain fiight shifts despite spare
Terminal 1 capacity, and share the

detailed redevelopment plan

® Do not make changes withowt
proper arline consultation

release on Saturday aidines
were asked to shift services to
NMIA due to “safety concemns
reggrding the G0-year ald build-
ing [of Mumbai airport’s T1]™
AAHL Chief Executive
Oificer (CECQ) Arun Bansal was
quoted as saying: “Extensive
consultations with sirlines on
the future of Terminal 1 have
bern ongping since 2020, and
the proposed redevelopment

was alko presented  before
AERA (Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority jand sub-
sequently incorporated intothe
approved tarff fFamework.
While we appreciate the con-
cerns expressed by certain air-
lines, passenper safoty must
remiin paramount.”

The AOC responded seck-
ing details of the consultation
record simce 2020 and flagging

that the proup took over MIAL
only in mid-2021. “The release
states that ‘extensive consulta-
tions with airlines on the future
of T1 have been ongping since
2000, Since this is a specific
claim by the airport operator,
we request all Mobs (minutes
of mectings), consultation rec-
ords and documented owtco-
mes of all meetings sinoe 20020
be produced and shared with

stakeholders,” it stated.

“This is particularly rel-
evant as 3020 was the Covid-19
period and Adani group took
over operations of only in mid-
2021, it said, adding that these
documents should be shared
before a comprehensive stake-
holder consultation is held.

The airlines also asked
AAHL to“clarify thehasisof the
stated 33 per cent impact on
international flizhts or traffic”,

“Dhoes this refer to terminal
capacity, passenger traffic,
Hights or slots? What method-
ology and capacity assessment
has been used to arrive at this
hgure, and in which stake-
holder meeting was this propo
sal discussed and agreed? Was
any proposed reduction/relo-
cation of slots considered in
accordance with the LATASs
WEGWASG  principles?™ it
asked. International Air Trans-
port  Associations (IATA)

Worldwide Airport Slot Guide-
lines (WASG) and the Workd-
wide Slot Guidelines (WSG) 1lay
down intermationally accepted
principles for allocating and
managing airport slods.

The ADC said airlines fully
support the safe and timely
refurbishment and redevelop-
mentof Ti. However, thisshowld
not be treated as acceptance af
any reduction, cancellation or
relocation of established inter-
national operations  without
transparency and consultation.

All intemational flights at
Mumbai airport curmently
operate from T2 According to
AAHL, amund 5 million
domestic passengers a year
capacity needs 1o be shifted
from TitoT2at MIA. Around 33
per cent of international flights
currently operating, from T2
have to be shifted bo NMLA.

Mare on business-standard_com



AIRPUR ISAUT HORIT‘!‘ OF IHDlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA AHMEDABAD 4 QCTOBER 2026

Taxi row at airport
ends in assault case

Times News Network

Ahmedabad: A security offi-
cer posted at Ahmedabad air-
port was allegedly assaulted
by a group of men hours after
he stopped a taxi at an entry
checkpoint and questioned its
driver The officer sustained
injuriestohis left leg and right
hand and required 13 stitches
during treatment at Civil Ho-
apital.

According to a complaint
lodged with Airport police on
Saturday, the 31-year-old offi-
cer was onduty at the aleport’s
arrival entry checkpoint aro-
und1L.30pm on Friday when he
stopped a taxi for inspection.
As the vehicle was not carry-
ing any passengers, he asked
thedriver toturnback.

The driver allegedly argu-
ed with the officer and attemp-
ted to enter despite being stop-
pedd. The com plainant told poli-
ce that the driver threatened
him and warned him against
preventing the vehicle from

roceeding.

According to the compla-
int, three other taxi drivers la-
ter arrived at the spot and joi-
ned the argument. They alle-
redly threatened the officer, sa-
ying they would deal with him
if all of them were not allowed
entry. The officer alleged that
around 6.30am, while retur-
ning home after completing
his night shift, he was alleged-
ly followed by twomen on a mo-
torcycle near Nobel Crossro-
ads. One of the assailants
struck him with a wooden
stick. The two men then beat
him repeatedly on his left leg
and right hand, abused him
and threatened tokill him.
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Aviation Ministry,
Airlines to Discuss
Mumbai Airport
Issueson Oct6

New Delhi | Mumbai; The civil
aviation ministry has convened a
meeting of airlines and Aduni Air-
parts representatives on Tuesday
Lo disewss Lhe propesad partial shil-
ling al inlernalional Nighls Mrom
MMumbal afrport to MNavi Munbai
airport. according o sourees.

With Muwmbai alrport's Terminal
LWThrenovaticnsetto start inJanu-
ary 2087, dirlines have bepn asked to
wtop ane-third of their internutio-
nal aperalions Mrom Oclober 26 or
shill Thern 1o WNavl BTumbai aivpor.

Doth airports are part of Adani
Adrport IToldings

{AAHL).
However, airlines
have expressed con-

cerns about the mo-
vz, atl AAHL has said exiensive
consullalions have been laking
Mace with airlines on the Mare
of T1zineo 2020,

Sources said reprosentatives of
airlines, including Ind o, Adr In-
clia, Spicedet, and Adani Alrports,
aresxpected toattend the mesting
o b chaired by civil ayiation se-
crelary Samiv Kumar Sinha.

The mesling is scheduled e e
held on Qetober G, Tucsday, thewr
added. On Cetober 4, AATIL 2aid
1% of Mumbaiairport's passene-
er traffic will remain unatfecred
i to the demalition of the north
sectionof TL— P11
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DEBT REFINANCING

DIAL Raises 23,500 Cr to Refinance $522.6 M Dollar Bonds

15-year non-convertible debentures carry initial 8.71% coupon; proceeds to fund redemption or refinancing of dollar notes

Shilpy Sinha

Mumbal: Delhi International Aldr-
port Ltd (DIAL}Y has raised 73500
crore through 15-vear rupes-eno-
minated noo-conpvertible debentuo-
res (NCHS)Y to refinance its 83226
million G1253% dollar nodes due in
Oelober 2006, aeeording Lo people [a-
miliar with the development.

The KCDs carry an initial coupon
of 8.71% a year, pavable quarterly
Thecoupon islinkedtothe KBIrepo
rate, with an initial spread of 375 ba-
qis points, dnd will reset after five
and 1k years.

IndiaInfrastruclure Finanee Com-
pany Lid (IITCL) was the largest in-
vestor, subscribing 71,426 crore. KI-

Funding Shift

Subscriztion share o

DILAL RAISES FUNDS V1A 15-VEAR RUPEE NCDs

DIAL
OWNERSHIP

26% AAl

® @ ¢ |0 4
1,426 (550 (481 433 (409 200 lﬁg‘l
[IFCL, the | WIF Infra | HOFC ICICI | IDFC First - SBI Capital o
Ia@q Financa |Ban.‘-{ Barik | Bank Markets
et b DIALS next majpr-:iallar-l:mnd maturty af 74%
L1 $500 millioncueinineog [y

IF Inlrasiruociure Finance invesad
Faaberere, while ITDFC Bank, TCICT
Dank and IDFC First Bank subscri-

bl #4801 crore, #4933 crare ared £
crove, respectively SBI Capital Mar-
lkets subscribed 7200 crore.

HTYC Bank and [CTCT Bank were
the arrangers. The ey information
documentnames IIDEC Gank, ICTCT
Bank. IDFC Firet Bank and MITF In-
frastructure Finance as anchor in-
vestors, with a combined allocation
of 21,030 crors,

The procesds will be used for the
Ml redemplion, repurchasse or reli-
nancing of the 5322 6 million noles
ducin202Gand iomeetissue-relaced
COELE.

Afrer refinancing the Octaber 2026
maturity DIAL will have $50million
of dallar honds dus in June 2030,
ICHA hus said the company coald
parlly repay Lhe 2024 bonds through
inlernal cash aceruals and Tand mo-
netisation andrefinance the balance.

“DIAL has a moderately leveraged

capilal struciure, wilh the presencos
of bullet repavmentz in themedinm
torm, exposing the
company to refinan
cinprizk, It hasmajor
0 debt maturitissdusin
Cetober 8026 and June
2029, JCHEA said in &
el

f:ﬁulzlrandng DTAT isajoinLven-
the Oct 2026 ture between GMI
maturity, DlaL  Alrports Tid and
will have 3500 Alrports Authoricy
million of dollar  of Inclia. GBE Air
bonds duein parcts bl s T4 % anrd
June2023 AAl 26% ., The com-

pany operales el
his Indlira Gandhi International
AdrportunderaM-vear concoession,
extendable by another 30 yoars.
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Mumbai airport, airlines clash
over Navi Mumbai shift

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

A dispute is brewing bet-
ween Adani-run Mumbai
International Airport Ltd.
(MIAL) and airlines over a
proposed operational resh-
uffle during phased rede-
velopment of Terminal 1
(T1). The plan involves
moving domestic traffic
from T1 to Terminal 2 (T2),
while shifting some inter-
national services to the
more distant Navi Mumbai
International Airport.

In a letter to airlines, a
copy of which was re-
viewed by The Hindu,
MIAL warned as many air-
lines failed to attend Sep-
tember 16 meeting and
have yet to submit transi-
tion plans sought by Sep-
tember 25, it will proceed
with a previously an-
nounced 33% cut in inter-
national departure slots
from 11.59 pm on October
25 amounting to 265 of T2’s

From Oct 26, MIAL will allocate
vacated T2 facilities to
domestic operators from T1.

770 weekly international
slots. Airlines have until 4
pm October 6 to identify
the slots they want tempo-
rarily discontinued; other-
wise, MIAL will determine
them “based on operation-
al, capacity and implemen-
tation considerations.”

From October 26, MIAL
will allocate the vacated T2
facilities to domestic oper-
ators moving from TI.

The International Air
Transport Association (IA-

TA) opposed the move say-
ing any transfer should be
voluntary and backed by
airline consultation. “TATA
is fundamentally opposed
to forced airline reloca-
tions,” it said. IATA also
warned Navi Mumbai's
wider operating ecosystem
may not be ready for inter-
national services.

Meanwhile, in a press
statement Mumbai airport
said the move to Navi
Mumbai airport would be
temporary. Navi Mumbai
will also offer 100% waiver
on landing charges for new
international flights as well
as vouchers to internation-
al passengers to offset the
difference in the User De-
velopment Fee levied at
Navi Mumbai and Mumbai
Airports.

Tl redevelopment will
begin from January, which
will raise its capacity by
33% - up to 20 million pas-
sengers/year from 15 mil-
lion currently.
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Centre steps in to resolve
Mumbai airport stand-off
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Adani Airports to redevelop Mumbai
airport’s T1 North Section from January

MPOST BUREAU
Mumbai, October 3

Adani Airports will begin
phased redevelopment
of Mumbai airport’s age-
ing Terminal 1 from Janu-
ary 2027, starting with the
North Section of Terminal
1B, citing safety concerns
around the nearly 60-year-
old faciliry.

About 5 million passen-
gers annually, or roughly
9 per cent of Mumbai air-
port’s total traffic of around
55 million, will be tempo-
rarily affected in the first
phase, while 91 per cent of
traffic will continue nor-

mally, Adani Airport Hold-
ings Ltd (AAHL) said on
Saturday. Airlines operat-
ing from the affected sec-
tion can temporarily shift
services to the newly opera-
tional Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport, with AAHL
supporting the transition.

“91 per cent of Mumbai
Airport’s passenger traffic
will remain unaffected...
Only the North Section
of Terminal 1B, which
accounts for around one-
third of T1's capacity, is
being demolished in Phase
1 to minimise passenger
inconvenience and oper-
ational disruption,” said

Arun Bansal, CEOQ, AAHL.

Terminal 1 handles
about 15 million passengers
annually & its redevelop-
ment is expected to raise
capacity by 33 per cent to
20 million.

Bansal said passenger
safety must remain para-
mount, adding that consul-
tations with airlines have
been underway since 2020
and the redevelopment
was incorporated into the
approved tariff framework.

He said Navi Mumbai air-
port’s availability makes
phased redevelopment pos-
sible without shutting the
entire terminal.
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How new T3 pier will boost

IGI’s int’] capacity by over 50%

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

NewDelhl: India’sbusiestair-
port, Dethi's Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport, is gea-
ring up for over 50% enhance-
ment in international traffic
by adding a new pler at Termi-
nal3, along with amarginal ri-
se In domestic capacity thro-
ugh internal changes at T1 wit-
hin the next four vears.
Together, these changes
will take the hub’s capacity
from the current 10.4 crore pas-
sengers perannum (CPA), spre-
ad across the all-domestic T1(4
CPA) and T2 (1.4 CFA), and the
domestic-cum-international
Ta{5CPA, with 3 crore interna-
tional and 2 crore domestic), to
over12.5 CPA by early 2060,
With the addition of the
new international Pier E,
which will have a capacity of 1.6
CPA, T3's overall capacity will
increase to 6.6 CPA, including
46 crore international and 2
crore domestic passengers an-
nually At T1, Delhi Internatio-
nal Alrport Ltd plans to increa-
secapacity to 4.5 CPA by adding
check-in and security counters
without maKing any structural
changes to the terminal.
T2will continueas it is for
some years before it is demo-
lished to make way for a big-
ger T4 sometime in the next
decade, depending on de-
mand, as Delhi-NCR has re-
cently got its secondary alr-

The new international Pier E, which will have a capacity of 1.6 CPA

I
A SOURCE SAYS

The new international
Pier E at T3 could cost
about 72,000 crore
while T1 changes could
cost about 7100 crore

v

port in Greater Noida, which
is struggling to attract flights
and passenger footfalls in the
shadow of bigbrother IGIA.
GMRE Group-backed DIAL
shared details of the 10-year
master plan, which is being fi-
nalised with stakeholders, ata
consultation held on Auwg 16 at
a nearby Radisson Hotel. This

plan has to be submitted to the
aviation ministry this month,
which will then seek com-
ments from govt agencies and
is expected to clear it, with
changes if any emerge from its
consultations, by next March.
DIAL will then begin execu-
tion, which is expected to take
about three years from the
startof work. Such planning is
undertaken once every decade
to prepare for contemporary
travel trends.

“DIAL informed us that
the new international Pier E
at T3 could cost about Rs 2,000
crore While T1 changes could
cost about Rs 100 crore. While
IGIA has more than enough
domestic capacity at almost 8

CPA,” said people who atten-
ded the meeting.

Widening roads leading to
and from the airport

Giventhe increase in road
traffic this will bring, along
with one of India's biggest
malls opening in a vastly ex-
panded Aerocity by then, Del-
hi govt had asked RITES to
study how the additional traf-
fic could be handled.

RITES is learnt to have
submitted its report to PWD.
The original plan was to have
a Y-shaped flyover between T1
and T3 to do away with a traf-
fic signal and allow free-flo-
wing traffic at the junction
where motorists coming
from the Dhaula Kuan/Va-
sant Vihar side go straight to-
wards T1 and turn left for T3.
The plan also proposed doub-
lingthe road width right up to
T3, including expansion of
the under-runway tunnel.

Airside transfer
system ready

DIAL has completed ar-
rangements for airside trans-
fer of passengers between T1
andT3sincelast monthand is
now awalting Bureauof Civil
Aviation Security clearance
to begin the service. It has
procured six low-floor Volvo
buses with baggage compart-
ments for the purpose, which
will be brought to the airport
ass00nas it gets the nod.
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‘FlyDubai co-pilot was earlier
barred over radical ideology’

NEW YORK. PTI

n Omani citizen, Ham-
am al-Hammami, has
en identified as the

FlyDubai co-pilot who at-
tacked Indian Captain Smit
Machchhar and allegedly
attempied to take control of
a Dubai-Tel Aviv flight this
week, according o media
reports,

Al-Hammami was report-
edly previously barred from
flying in Oman over concerns
about his radical ideological
views, the Wali Streer Jozrnal
reported on Saturday, guot-
ing people familiar with the
matter,

On FlyDubai Might FZ1073
on Wednesday, he artacked
Machehhar with a erash axe,
typically keptin the cockpit for
USE iN emergencies.

The UAE, which is leading
the investigation, said on Sat-
urday that its probe had re-
vealed the co-pilot attempted
o carry out a “terrovistact”™.

Several other news publi-
cations, including CAN, iden-
tified al-Hammami by name,
although his identity has not
been officially confirmed.

“The alleged attacker is an
Omaninational named Ham-
am al-Hammami,” the W5/
report said.

CNN, citing two sources and
an Israeli official, also idenn-

Dubal Crown
Prince
Hamdan bin
Mohammed
bin Rashid
AlMaktoum

Dubai Crown Prince
Sheikh Hamdan bin
Mohammed bin Rashid
AlMaktoum on Saturday
visited Captain Smit
Machchhar in hospital
and praised the Indian
pilot for his courage and
sense of responsibility.
Hamdan, who is also the

fied the pilotas Omani citizen
Hamam al-Hammami.

CAN cited another source,
saying al-Hammami was re-
moved from flight traning
because of concerns over his
radical views and was subse-
quently given anather role at
Oman's national airline,

It was not immediately
clear to what extent he was
vetted before being hired by

UAE's defence minis-
ter, said the FlyDubai
pilot had “embodied

the highest degrees of
courage, responsibilicy,
and care for human life.”
“From us, and from the
leadership of the nation,
he has our full praise and
appreciation,” he said.

UAE-based FlyDubai. News
reports citing sources said
he had been working for the
airfine forabout eight months.

AlFHammami completed
a distance-learning course
in aviation management at
Buckinghamshire New Uni-
versity in 2023,

The university said he did
notundergoany pilot training
at the institution.
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FUEL, OTHER COSTS BITE AIRLINES
Domestic Airfares
Fly through Roof

this Festive Period

Carriers reduce flights on some routes,
ramp up capacity in busy sectors

Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: Indians flying to their hometowns this festive
season ortaking ayear-endlocal holiday could face steep
airfares, with ticket prices on some major domestic rou-
tesalready up asmuch as68% from a year agoasairlines
balance strong travel demand with higher fuel costs and
fewer flight options on some routes.

The number of domestic flights scheduled for the Octo-
ber-December quarter are down 5% from a year earlier,
while seat capacity is down just 1.2%, according to data
from a global aviationanalytics firm OAG. Airlines arefly-
ing fewer services but
putting more seats on - L
each flight, using larger ngh Altltllde
aircraft to keep overall ——
capacity broadly stable.
At the same time, jet fuel
priceshaverisensharply,
adding to airline costs.

Average one-way fares
between September 1
and November 10 have ri-
sen 68% on the Delhi-Hy-
derabad, 51% on Mum-
bai-Kolkata, 39% on Del- i!ll-c%?nf:sltli .
hi-Goa and 37% on Mum- :
bai-Bengaluru routes, as seat cagacty 51

i _— %
perdatareviewed by ET. 6 8% rise in

The capacity shift does " 2
not mean there is a bro- higher fares Mumbai
ad shortage of seats. In- for Delhi- Kolkata

Hyderabad fares

stead, the impact varies
significantly by route, 3

z1 37/I1tre current
domestic ATF price

5% decline in dom
flights for Oct-Dec

with airlines adding ca-
pacity on some sectors

while reducing frequen-

ciesonothers. 30‘40% Jet fuel share
in airline operating costs

Departure Options»» 13

Departure
Options

»» From Page1

“The busiest day for domestic capa-
city this quarter is expected to be
December 7, with 589,386 seats sche-
duled, below the 603,634 seatsonlast
year’s busiest day” said John
Grant, chief analystat QAG.

0OAG’s data show the divergence
across markets. Mumbai-Jamna-
gar capacity has more than tripled
to 102,520 seats from 32,452 a year
earlier, while Delhi-Navi Mumbai
capacity has risen to 142,600 from
8,158 as the new airport ramps up
operations. Ahmedabad-Kolkata
capacity, however, is down 20.9%
and Hyderabad-Jaipur by 33.1%.

That matters for passengers as fe-
werflights can mean fewer departu-
re options on peak dates even when
airlines maintain overall seats
through larger aircraft. Where de-
mand is strong and frequencies are
limited, fares canrise faster.

Fuel is adding to the pressure. Do-
mestic ATT prices rose %16 a litre
from Octaber 1 to about 7137 a litre
from %121, following increases of
%6.28 alitre in Septemberand T5alit-
re in August. Fuel accounts for 30-
40% of airline operating expenses,
accordingto ICRA.

Domestic ATF prices were already
about 20% higher year-on-year in
August after oil marketing compa-
nies raised prices by Rs 5,000 a kilo-
litre, ICRA said. Airlines also have
significant dollar-denominated
costs, including aircraft leases and
maintenance, leaving them expo-
sed to movements in both fuel pri-
cesand the rupee.

“While traditional domestic favo-
urites such as Goa continue to see
healthy demand, with bookings up
10% year-on-year, destinations such
as Leh, Dehradun and Amritsar are
also seeing strong growth this festi-
veseason,” said Aloke Bajpai, co-fo-
under and group co-CEO of ixigo.
“Higher ATF prices could put up-
ward pressure on domestic airfa-
res, particularly around peak-festi-
ve travel dates, while easier visa ac-
cess and improving connectivity
are giving international travel an
added push.”

Yatra said domestic fares are 30-
40% higher than last year while in-
ternational fares are 30-50% higher.
Domestic bookings and searches
have remained broadly steady, with
strong demand on Delhi-Mumbai,
Delhi-Bengaluru, Mumbai-Delhi
and Mumbai-Bengaluru, as well as
routes connecting major metros
with Patma and Kochi.

Yatra expects fares on high de-
mand routes to rise another 15-20%
as departure dates approach, parti-
cularly where capacity remains
constrained.

International schedules are ex-
panding slightly faster, with flights
up3% and seats2% year-on-yearfor
October-December quarter, accor-
ding to OAG. Planned capacity to
Saudi Arabiaisup22%, while Thai-
land is down 8%. Capacity to Cana-
da hasrisen 27%, while planned ca-
pacity to China has quadrupled.

Demand is also shifting toward
overseas leisure destinations. Ixi-
go’s bookings to Hanoi have more
than doubled year-on-vear while
Bali bookings are up 89%, followed
by Colombo (76%) and Bangkok
(74% ). Abu Dhabi bookings have ri-
sen 38% and Singapore12%.

Yatra said international searches
and bookings have softened altho-
ugh Southeast Asia and West Asia
continue to see strong demand.
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Final airline audits this
week ahead of US checks

Neha LM Tripathi

lettars@hindustantimes.cam

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
will begin a final round of
inspections of all Indian airlines
this week, ahead of the US Fed-
eral Aviation Administration's
(FAA) audit of India's safety
oversight, officials told HT.
“Two rounds of inspections,
majorly focusing on operations
of Air India and Indigo, were
conducted in August and Sep-
tember. The final round of
inspections however will cover
all airlines,” one of the officials
aware of the development said.
The inspections will largely
focus on the operational and
safety standards maintained by
the airlines, officials said. A third
official said the “special” or

TWO ROUNDS OF
INSPECTIONS WERE
CONDUCTED IN
AUGUST AND
SEPTEMBER. THE
FINAL ROUND

WILL COVER

ALL AIRLINES

“final” inspection would be com-
pleted by the end of the month.

“Airlines have been informed
about the pre-FAA inspections,”
another official said. “Some seri-
ous observations were noted in
the previous two inspections
which were raised with the con-
cerned airlines for them to
immediately take the needed
action and inform about the

same,

The observations were not
disclosed, but airlines had
responded, said people aware of
the matter.

The DGCA is also preparing
replies to an FAA questionnaire.
“The DGCA will also submit a set
of questionnaires asked by the
FAA. These replies are attached
with evidence and will be sub-
mitted to the US regulator before
theirarrival,” an official said.

These roughly 200 questions
will be answered before FAA
arrives in India.

“The DGCA visits different
departments within the airlines
to ensure that there are no
lapses. The process is time-con-
suming, as inspections at each
airline can take several days to
complete.” a former airline offi-
cial said.

continued on 313

AIRLINE INSPECTIONS

FAA's reassessment of India's
civil aviation safety oversight
under its International Aviation
Safety Assessment (IASA) pro-
gramme is scheduled for Novem-
ber 16 to 20. l examines whethera
country’s civil aviation authority
complies with safety standards set
by the International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO), a specialised
agency of the United Nations. India
currently holds Category | status.

“In case India were to be down-
graded, we would not be able to
expand into the US market. There
could also be greater scrutiny of
the existing flight operations as
well. In the previous instance,
when India was downgraded, an
action plan based on the observa-
tions made by the US authorities

was made after which the Category
| status was restored,” former
DGCA joint director general JS
Rawat said.

A civil aviation ministry official
aware of the matter said, “FAA
majorly looks as air safety and
operations apart from various
other aspects. We are confident
that India would be able to retain
the Category | status this year too.”

The FAA routinely assesses the
civil aviation authorities of coun-
tries whose airlines fly to the US,
have applied to fly to the US or
have code-share arrangements
with US airlines. The reassessment
is conducted every five years.

India was last assessed in 2021,
when its ICAO effective implemen-
tation (EI) score rose from 69.95%
to B5.65%, indicating improved
compliance with ICAO standards.

The FAA visit comes as a major
overhaul of the regulator has been
proposed, with a plan to transform
the DGCA into an independent,
financially autonomous authority.
HT first reported that the DGCA
had submitted the proposal to the
civil aviation ministry.

The need for such a body “has
been a repeated observation made
by the FAA in every audit”, an offi-
cial said, adding that a short, mid
and long-term restructuring plan
was needed, considering the
present and future development of
aviation in the country.
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Ministry, alrlmes to dlscuss Naw Mumbai shifting tussle

Press Trust Of India
lettersahindustantimes com

NEW DELHI/MUMBAL: The civil
aviation ministry has convened a
meeting of airlines and Adani Air-
ports’ representatives on Tuesday
todiscuss about the proposed par-
tial shifting of international fighes
from Mumbal airport to Navi
Mumbai airport, according to peo-
e Bamiliar with the matter.

With Mumbai airport’s Termi-
nal 1 (Tl) renovation set to starnt
frown January 2027, airlines have
been asked to stop one-third of
their international ations
from October 25 or shift them to
Navl Mumbal afrport.

Both are part of Adani
Airport Holdings Ltd (AAHL).
However, airlines have expressed
concerns about the move while
AAHL has said that extensive con-
sultations have been taking place
with airlines on the future of T1
since 2020,

The people said that represent-
atives of airlines. including
IndiGo, Alr India, Spicefet, and
Adani Alrports are expected to
attend the meeting that is to be
chaired by Civil Aviation Secretary
Samir Kumar Sinha.

The meeting ks scheduled to be
hedd on October 6, Tuesday, they

Ahead of Mumbai airport’s Tl renovation in January 2007,
authorities asked airlines to halt one-third of their international
operations from October 25 or shift them to Navi Mumbeal airport.

added.

On October 3, AAHL, said 9%
of Mumbai airport’s passenger
n‘a.ﬁ:lcwmmgﬁunaﬂ'meddue
to the demalition of the north sec-
tion of T1 for redevelopment of the
shi-decade old terminal and sub-
sequent relocation of partial oper-
ations to T2 and Navi Mumbai
International Adrpart.

T1 redevelopment will begin
from January 2027 which will
increase its capacity by 33% - upto
20 mppa from current 15 mppa,
AAHL had said in a statement.

Mumbai International Adrport,
ong of the busiest in the country,
has two terminals — Tland T2

While T1 is used for domestic
operations, international flights
operate from T2

Global airlines” grouping IATA
has opposed the partial relocarion
of international flights and termed
Itas “forceful relocation”. In a let-
ter to the ministry on September
9, the International Air Transpart
Association (LATA) alsosought the
civil aviation ministry’s interven-
tiom in the matter.

AAHL, on October 3, said
“eatensive consultations™ with air-
limes on the funre of T1 have been
ongoing since 2020, and the pro-
posed redevelopment was also
presented befare the alrports tariff

mgu]amﬁEMandsubseqlmﬂy

Incorporated into the approved
tariff framework, “Of Mumbal air-

port’s approximately 55 million
passengers per annum only
arpund 5-mppa (about 9 per cent)
will be temporarily deoperational-
Ised,” AAHL had said.

To ensure continuity of opera-
tions and minimise inconven-
lence to passengers, AAHL had
sabd it has provided airlines with
the option to temporarily relo-
cate their operations to Navi
Mumbal Internatiomal Alrport at
their discretion.

AAHL will support airlines
through this transition and will
provide all necessary assistance to
ensure a smooth and seamless
migration of services, it had said.

Mumbai airport operator
MIAL has communicated to the
46 airlines to effect a 33 per cent
cut in international departure
slots at the airport with effect from
1159 pr on Owctober 25,

At present, a total of 46 air-
lines operare 770 weekdy interna-
tional flights from T2 and from
October 25, which is also the
start of the winter schedule,
MIAL has asked carriers to tem-
porarily discontinue 265 weekly
overseas services, the people had
said on October 2.

(BI ARRESTS DGCA
DY DIRECTOR IN
2,51 BRIBERY CASE

NEW DELHI: The CBI has
arrested Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) Deputy
Director Sushil Kumar Garg,
posted in Chennal, for allegedly
taking 2.5 lakh bribe for kssuing
alrworthiness certificate to air-
craft operated by a private com-
pany, officials sald Sunday.
The agency also arrested the
Director of Ekvi Air Training
Organisation Pvt Led, Sachin
Keshav Bhane, for giving bribe to
the officer, they said.
The CBI action followed regis-
tration of a case against Deputy
Director (Adrworthiness) Garg,
Ekvi Air Training Organisation
Director Bhane, the company,
and others in relation to alleged
demand and acceptance of ille-
gal gratification, sources sad.
Garg had allegedly demanded
the bribe for issuing airworthi-
ness certification in favour of
alrcraft operated by the com-
pany, they said. The agency had
recelved inputs about the alleged
bribe demand following which
an FIR was registered and a raid
was conducted, they sald.  em
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UAE had shared details of pilots,
ahead of flydubai flight, with Israel

REUTERS

h

Authorities in the United Arab Emirates shared with Israel a list of
passengers and crew ahead of the flydubai flight on which a pilot
attempted to seize control of the Israel-bound aircraft and crash it,
regional officials said on Sunday, raising new questions over how
the attacker evaded detection. Ap
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IN CONVERSATION WITH NETANYAHU

‘Had onelastfight leftin me’:
Pilot recounts cockpit horror

Shubhajit Roy still in bits and pieces right “And the only way to open

New Delhi, October 4 now, but this is what I re- thedoorwastoreachthe knob,
member from that time.” and like any other knob, just to

INDIAN PILOT Smit Machch- 3 twistitopen, and it opens onits
Machchhartriesto p = -

har, who survived a violent as-
sault by his Omani co-pilot,
identified as Hamam al-Ham-
mami, insidea flydubai coclkpit
and averted a catastrophic
crash on September 30, re-
vealed harrowing details of the
incident during a phone con-
versation with Israel’s Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
on Saturday night.

Recovering at a hospital in
Abu Dhabi, Machchhar re-
counted how he fought
through blurred vision and se-
vere disorientation to unlock
the cockpit door from the in-
side, allowing crew membersto
intervene.

Co-pilot asks to pray

“It was just a normal flight,
and the co-pilot wanted to pray,
which a lot of locals do pray,
and which is not out of the or-
dinary. But while he was pray-
ing, out of respect, I was just
looking at the front and not at
the back.”

“And suddenly, after I think
Iwould say about 4-5 minutes,
there wasabig blowtothe back
of my head. My first thought

Captain Smit Machchhar is
recovering at a hospitalin
Abu Dhabi. am

was that there was catastrophic
damage to the aircraft, and
something is not right. Butthen
after that, the blows kept
comingoneafter the other, and
thats when I realised that it's
not the aircraft; it's the other
guy who was in the cockpit with
me,” Machchhar said.

“I did try to stop him, but
because of his initial blows,
my vision was almost like no-
thing, and I was completely
blurred out, and at thar point,
the next thought I had was
that the aircraft was sharply
going dowrn. So my memory is

open the door

“And 1did try to; I did try
and manage to open the door
once, but Ithink he shut it back.
And at this point, I remember1
was lying down on the cockpit
floor, and I felt the aircraft and
the whooshing sound and
people screaming. And asIwas
telling the ambassador here
thatThad that one last fight left
in me. That, you know, call it
personal or call it for people.
But let's say I did it. ThatifI
don't do it, I'm gonna die,” he
said.

“And that's when I pushed
against everything. I gave
everything that I had, and just
went for the door and opened
the door. And thankfully,
people were waiting to pounce
back and take over the control,
and the rest is what you know,
sir,” he told Netanyahu.

“The door from the inside
has a twist-to-open mechan-
ism, and from the outside it
cannot. It can only be opened
with a code. So my colleagues
from outside were trying to....
buttheguywas notallowing....”

own. Sothere is no pin, but yes,
the door. It was a short, quick
twist, but the point wasto reach
that place, and once I had my
hand on the knob, T guess I
twisted it, and I opened it.”

Flight FZ1073 left Dubai for
Tel Aviv on September 30 with
174 people on board, most of
them Israelis. Midway through
the flight, the Boeing 737 Max
dropped sharply after co-pilot
Hamam al-Hammami attacked
the captain.

Passengers and other crew
took back control ofthe cockpit,
and the plane landed in Tabuk,
in northwest Saudi Arabia.
Aurhorities in the UAE, Saudi
Arabiaand Israel are now inves-
tigating.

Netanyahu has invited
Machchhar and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi toIsrael for the
country’s Independence Day,
and called the pilot a “heroofTs-
rael, India and the world™.

He also said the co-pilot
went through “Islamist radical
indoctrination”. The UAE is
looking into the facts, the mo-
tiveand whether the attack was
planned or linked to terrorism.
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CBI arrests DGCA
official, firm director

in bribery case

Express News Service
New Delhi, October4

THE CBI hasarrested Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) Deputy Director (Air-
worthiness) Sushil Kumar
Garg, posted in Chennai, and
Director of Ekvi Air Training
Organisation Pvt Ltd Sushil
Kumar Garg inconnectionwith
an alleged bribery case.

The agency has alleged that
Garg demanded and accepteda
bribe of Rs2.51akh forextending
undue favoursin the airworthi-
ness cettification of the aireraft
operated by the private firm.

According to sources, the
payment was linked to regula-
tory clearances concerning the
airworthiness of aircraft oper-
ated by Ekvi Air Training Or-
ganisation Pvt. Lid.

Airworthiness certification
is a key regulatory process in-
tended to ensure that aircraft

meet prescribed safety and op-
erational standards.

Besides Garg and Bhane, the
CBI has also named the com-
pany and other unknown per-
sons in the case, officials said.

Further investigation is
underway to ascertain the role
of other individuals in the case
and to examine whether the
purported exchange of money
was partofawider arrangement
involving aviation-related ap-
provals, the agency said.

The CBI had received inputs
about the alleged bribe demand,
following which an FIR was reg-
istered and a raid was con-
ducted, sources said. According
toofficials, Gargaccepted theRs
2.5lakh bribe, afterwhich heand
Bhane were arrested. The
agency will move court seeking
transit remand ofthe accused of-
ficertobring him tothe national
capital for questioning, they
said.
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The fiydubai aircraft in which co-pilot attacked the captain and tried
to crashthe plane lands at Ben Gurion Intermational Airport. fiLe

UAE shared details

about flydubai flight
with Israel: Officials

Melanie Lidman
& Samy Magdy
Tel Aviv, October4

AUTHORITIES IN the United
Arab Emirates shared with [s-
rael alist of passengers and crew
ahead of the fydubai flight on
whichapilot attempted toseize
controd of the [stael-bound afr-
crafi and crash it. regional offi-
cials sald Sunday, raising new
questions over how the attacker
evaded detection.

While the Imvestigation con-
tinues, preliminary details about
the incident have highlighted
several major security lapses. Of-
ficials already have said the
Omani co-pilot had been barred
from flying by his own country
because of concerns about his
extremist views. Italso remains
unclear how a citizen of Oman,
an Arab country that has no di-
plomatic relations with lsrael,
was allowed to fly a planeload of
Ieraelis to Tel Aviv.

The UAE, which isleading
the investigation, said the co-
pllot attacked the flight's cap-
tain with the cockpit's crash ax
and tried to take control of the
plummeting plane in a “rerroe-
ist attack™ Wednesday.

The regional officials said
Emirati authorities had shared
Information about the passen-

Policeinvestigate
flydubai co-pilot’s
Australialinks

AUSTRALIAN POLICE said on
Sunday that authorities there
were Investisatingthe "linksto
Australia” of a fiydubai co-piloc
who attacked the captalnona
flight to Tel Aviv.

The co-pilot of the flvdubal
flight 1073, which was bound
for lsrael from Dubal, attacked
the pilot with an emergency
crash axe, the United Arab
Emirates prosecutor general
sald on Saturday. calling the
Incident a “terrorist attack™

The co-pllot of the flydubai
jet was identified as Hammam
al-Hammami, an Omani na-
tional, two sources with
knowledge of the investiga-
tion sald. REUTERS

gers and crew, including thelr
nationalities. Israel hadn't
raised red flags on any passen-
ger or memberof the crew, sald
the officials, whospokeoncon-
dition of anonymity because
they were not authorized to
speak to reporters about the
probe. AP
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Air India plea could reshape
air-crash compensationrules

Air India seeks faster hearing in 38-vear-old Indian Airlines crash compensation dispute
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Bribery
case: DGCA
official held

NEW DELHI: The
CBI arrested DGCA
Deputy Director
Sushil Kumar Garg
and Elkvi Air Training
Organisation Direc-
tor Sachin Keshav
Bhane in an alleged
REs 2.5 lakh bribery
case, officials said
Sunday. Garg alleg-
edly demanded and
Eu:uepted the bribe for
issuing an airworthi-
ness certificate to the
private company’s
aircraft. The agency
registered an FIR and
conducted raids.
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