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Munich airport

closed again

Berlin, Oct. & Munich
alrport was forced to halt
operations for the second
day in a row on Friday
over drone sightings,
with dozens of Nights and
more than 6,000 passen-
gors affected,

Alrports in Denmark,
MNorway and Poland have
recently stgpended
flights due to unident ifiad
drones, while Romania
and Estonia have pointed
the finger at Russia,
which has brushed off
the allegations

Mumnich airport said in a
statement that on Friday
“from %30 pm alr trafllc
was restricted and then
cancelled due to drone

sightings”, meaning 23
incoming Mights were
diverted and 12 bound for
Munich were cancelled,
Forty-six departures
from the airport had to be
cancelled or delaved until
Saturday, with a total of
6,500 passengers alTected.
A police spokesman sadd
there were “two simulta-
neous confirmed drone
sightings Ivy police
patrols just before 11 pm
around the north and
south runways”. The air-
port expects service to be
resumed at 500 am on
Saturday. The initial dis-
ruption on Thursday
caused 30 flights to be
eancelled, AFP
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Navi Mumbai airport

FPJ News Service

MUMBAY

Maharashtra CM Devendra
Fadnavis on Friday announced
that the upeoming Mavi Mum-
baiInternational Airportwill be
named after late leader and so-
cial activist DB Patil, who is re-
membered for his ole in
ensuring fair compensation to
families displaced by the project

“While granting permission
for the airport construction ear-
lier, the Centre had approved
the name ‘Navi Mumbal Inter-
national Alrport’ With the re-
naming, itwill now officizlly be

Navi Mumbai

named after DB Patil

known as ‘Loknete DB Patil
Navi Mumbai International Air-
port. PM MNarendra Modi has
approved the proposal,” Fadna-
vis said.

He added that similar ap-
provals are expected soon for
renaming two other airports in
the state. Pune airport will be
named after Jagadguru Sant
Tukaram, while the Auran-
gabad alrport—located in a
district already  renamed
Chhatrapat Sambhajinagar—
will be named after Chhatra-

pati Sambhaji Maharaj.
} Contd on | nation

airport...

“The official announcement will coincide with the

start of passenger operations.
dryrun  phase, technical
sdvance bookings will take pla

During the interim
preparedness  and
ce,” the CM clarified.

Fadnavis underlined that both Houses of the
state legislimre had already cleared the renaming
resolutions, which were then approved by the state
cabinet hefore being sent to the Centre. The Unlon
government, he said, had no obhjection and was in
the final stages of framing a policy on naming air-
ports, under which the proposals are likely to be
cleared. In a conclliatory gesture, the CM also

announced that cases resiste

red aeainst activists

protesting the airport’s name will be withdrawn,
ensuring their employment opportunities at the
project site are not hampered. Cases filed during

the COVIDHS pered too wi
dropped following due legal p

ill be reviewed and
rOCEss,

Navi Mum airport
to be named after

D B Patil,

says CM

CM Devendra Fadnavis assured that Prime Minister Narendra
Madi has agreed to the state’s proposal to name the greenficld
airport after the late farmer leader, DB Patil.  RAIUSHSDE HTPHOTD

Yogesh Nalk and
@ Mohiuddin Jeddy

fetiers®uincostantimes.com

MUMBAL Ahead of next week's
inauguration of the Navi Mum-
bai airport and just three days
before & protest march planned
by local leaders, chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis on Friday
assured that the new airport
would be nemed after D B Panil.
However, he couldn't say exactly
when this would take place as
there were certain formalities to
be worked out with the central
government.

Fadnavis, however, assured
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had agreed to the state's
proposal to name the greenfield
airport after the late farmer
leader, D B Patil, who had led
agitations during the land aoqui-
sition process when the city of
Navi Mumbai was being built. It
‘wizs due to Patil's leadership that
a landmark £2 5% developed land
scheme for displaced villagers
was offered to PAPs, Naming the
airport after Patil is both sym-
belic recogmition and a realfic-
mation of their decades long
st le

Following Fadnavis's assur-
ance, local keaders in Raigad and
Thane district suspended a
march planned w the airport site
o October 6, demanding that
the irport be named after Patil,
whe was also an MP [rom Hai-

The international airport is
likely to be inaugurated by Modi
an October 8. Ahesd of the event,
local leaders as well as farmers
whose land had been acquired
{or various projects in Navi
Mumbai, including the airport,
had stepped up their demand
that the airport be named after

Patil.

Uneertainty had arisen as
there was nosign that the Union
governiment had aceepled the
state’s recommendation on the
airport’s name. However, on Fri-
day, Fadnavis set the record
straight. “When the central gov-
ernment granted permission for
the airport’s construction, it was
under the name "Navi Mumbai
International Airport’. This will
now be expanded to 'Loknete D
B Patil Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport’. He said it will be
named exactly as per the pro-
posal submitted by the state gov-
emiment.

“The central government is
currently finalising a policy
regarding such naming propos-
als, which has cansed the delay.
Onee the new policy is in place,
the airport will be renamed,”
Fadnawvis said.

Along with the Navi Mumbai
alrport, proposals o rename the
Pune airport afier Jagadguru
Sant Tukaram Maharaj and
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar | for-
merly Aurangabad Airport) after
Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj
have been submitted to the cen-
tral mment. Similar propos-
als from other states are also
pending. Panvel MLA Prashant
Thakur said, “The resolution to
name the airport after D B Patil
was passed and sent to the Cen-
tre from the very first cabinet
meeting of the Mahayuti govern-
ment Both houses of the legisla-
ture supparted it There is no
guestion of any other name.”

Bhiwandi MP Suresh Mhatre
said, “The PM has made it clear
that the state's decision will pre-
vail. The delay is only because a
new policy is being framed o
wive states the power to make
such decisions”

4 OCTOBER 2025
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MUNICH
Munich airport reopens after
second closure in less than a day

HEUTERS

Germany’s Munich Alrport recpened on Saturday momning after
authorities shut it down the night before for the second tirme in less
than 24 hours after two additional drone sightings, officials said.
Delays were expected to continue throughout Saturday, the airport
said. At least 5,500 passongers wene impacted by the closure. ap
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Munich airport
temporarily
shut after drone
sightings in area

MUNICH: Munich airport
was temporarily shut down late
Thursday after a string of drone
sightings in the area, the latest
mysterious drone overflights
in the airspace of European
Union member countries, offi-
cials said.

Germany’s  air  traf-
fic control restricted flights
at the airport shortly after
10 pm and then halted them
altogether, airport operators
said in a statement.

Flights in and out of the air-
port resumed at 5am local time,
said Stefan Bayer, a spokesman
for Germany's federal police at
Munich airport. AGEWCIES
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PM Modi to inaugurate first phase of Navi Mumbai International Airport

PICNEER NBWS SERVICE
n Mew Dethi

Prime Minister Narendra
hodl will iInaugurate the first
phase of the Navl Mumbai
International Alrport, buillt
at a cost of 19,647 crore, on
October 8, a senlor
Maharashtra government
official said on Saturday.

The official also sald the
commercial flight operations
from the greenfleld facility
will commence In December

The alrport, the second in
the Mumbal Metropolitan
Reglon after the existing
Chhatrapatl Shivajl Mahara|
International Alrport In
Mumbal, secured its aero-
drome licence from the avi-
ation safety regulator DGCA
on September 30.

The project Is baing devel-
oped in multiple phases by
Mavi Mumbai International
Airport, inwhich Adani Group
has a 74 per cent stake, and

tha remalning 26 per cent
with the Maharashtra govern-
ment's land development
authority CIDCO.

“Second alrport of Maha
Mumbal — Mavli Mumbal
International Alrport — is
going to be Inaugurated by
Prime Minister Marendra
Meodl on October B," CIDCO
Vice Chairman and Managing
Director Vijay Singhal told
PTI after a media briefing.

Singhal sald the Prime
Minister will land at the Nawvi
Mumbal International Alrport
at around 2 40 pm and will
remain at the facility for
almaost two hours

*The Prime Minister will
first visit the terminal bulld-
Ing, and then take a round of
the terminal bullding, and
then he will be addressing
the audience,” Singhal added.

The global body IATA has
assigned the ‘NI’ code to the
Mavi Mumbal International
Alrport.

Domestlc carrlers Alr indla

Group, IndiGo and Akasa have
already announced shifting a
part of their fiight operations
to the new facllity.

Spread across an area of
1,160 hectares, Navl Mumbai
International Alrport. upon
completion of all phaseas, will
have four terminats with a

capacity of %0 million passen-
gers per annum and a cargo
capacity of 3.25 millllon metric
tonne, making it one of the
largest aviation hubs in Asla.

“To begin with, we have
completed terminal one,
having a capacity of 20
mlllion passengers per
annum, 0.8 milllon metric

m Almost 19,647 crore have been spent on
phase one, and once all the four terminals
are completed, we would have an approximate
expenditure of “1-lakh crore

— WIUAY SINGHAL, CIDCO VICE CHAIRMAN AND MANAGING DIRECTOR

tonne of cargo capacity and
one runway,” Singhal stated

The existing Mumbal
Intermational Afrport has a
capacity of around 55 milllon
passengers per annum, and
the nesw Faclity will handle 90
milllon passengers per
annurm, he added.

*So, once this alrport Is
fully complated, then thesa
two alrports together will
cater to the almost 150
milllon passengers per
annum, making the two air-
ports a big aviation hub glob-
ally,” Singhal said.

*Almost "19,647 crore have
been spent on phase one,
and ance all the four termi-
nals are completed, we

would have an approximate
expendlture of “1-lakh crore.”
Singhal said.

Mavl Mumbal International
Airport will be the first aero-
drome In the country to be
connectad by expressways,
highways, matros, suburban
ralls, and even water taxl, he
polnted out.

This is also a green alrport
as it has the storage facillty
for sustalnable aviation fuel,
the official sald.

Besides being one of the
most efficlent alrports, It
would also have an
Automated Passenger
People’'s Mover facllity, which
will Internally connect all
four tarminalts, he said.
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Munich airport shut after drone sightings

ASSOCIATED PRESS
B Munich

Munich Airport was tem-
porarily shut down
overnight after several drone
sightings in the area, the
latest mysterious drone
overflights in the airspace of
European Union member
countries, officials said.

Germany's air traffic
control restricted flights at
the airport shortly after 10
pm (2000 GMT) on Thursday
and then halted them alto-
gether, airport operators
said in a statement.
Seventeen flights were
unable to take off, affecting
almost 3,000 passengers,
while 15 arriving flights were
diverted to three other air-
ports in Germany and one in
Vienna, Austria.

Flights in and out of the
airport resumed at 5 am
(0300 GMT]), said Stefan
Bayer, a spokesperson for
Germany's federal police at
Munich airport. Authorities

were not immediately able
to provide any information
about who was responsible
for the overflights. A state-
ment from the airport early
Friday said there had been
“several drone sightings,”
without elaborating. Bayer
said it wasn't immediately
clear how many drones
might have been involved.
He said police, airline

employees and “regular
people around the airport”
were among witnesses who
reported the drone sight-
ings. After the closure of the
runways, federal police
deployed helicopters and
other means to try to track
down the drones, but no
signs of them could be
found, Bayer said. Hundreds
of stranded passengers

spent the night in cots set up
in terminals or were taken to
hotels, and blankets, drinks
and snacks were distributed
to them, the German news
agency dpa reported.

The incident was the latest
in a series of mysterious
drone sightings over air-
ports as well as other critical
infrastructure sites in several
European Union member
countries. A drone incident
in Oslo, the capital of
Norway, which is a NATO
member but not part of the
EU, also affected flights there
late last month.

In Belgium, several drones
were spotted overnight
above a military base near
the German border, Defence
Minister Theo Francken told
Le Soir newspaper. The min-
ister did not confirm how
many drones were flying in
the vicinity of the Elsenborn
military base, which serves
mainly as an army training
facility with a firing range,
just after midnight.
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Navi Mumbai Airport to be named
after Loknete D B Patil: Maha CM

Mumbai: Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis on Friday
said that Navi Mumbai International Airport (NMIA) will be
named afier Loknete D B Patil. He said that during his recent
meeting, he requested Prime Minister Narendra Modito
approve this proposal, adding that PM Modi has given a
positive response to name NMIA after Loknete D B Patil, along
with the naming of Pune and Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
airports. “The Centre’s approval will be received soon,” said the
CM. D B Patil plaved a major role in shaping the development
of Navi Mumbai while championing the rights of those
displaced by land acquisition. He was a prominent leader who
led the movement for the protection of the interests of farmers
and project-affected communities. The CM said that the state
government’s intention of naming NMIA after Loknete DB
Patil has not changed, and the central government also has no
different view.
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Ease of immigration to make
Navi Mum airport a ‘true hub’
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Two new airports that will
- change how Indians fly

® Navi Mumbai will become Mumbai's largest airport by 2030s, and Noida could be the country's largest eventually
@ Both airports will allow Delhi and Mumbai to become mega transit hubs, on the lines of Dubai and Heathrow
® Will allow airlines, which have placed massive orders for aircraft, to follow through on their expansion plans
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How new kid on block
will be top dog in Mumbai
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Why Noida airport will give
Delhi-NCR double ballast
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Centre has approﬁed naming Navi
Mumbai airport after DB Patil: Fadnavis

TDG HETWORE

R kA

Maharashira Chiel Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis on
Friday samd Navi Mumbai
International Airport will be
named after late DB Patil, a
politician and secial activist
widely hailed for his work
that ensured project-affected
persons m the region recetved
rightful compensation.

“While granting pernuission
for the airport construction
earlier, the centre had ap-
proved the name Mavi Mum-
bad International Adrport’.
With the proposed renam-
ing, it will now be officially
known as Loknete DB Patil
Navi Murnbai Intermational
Airport”. Prime Minister
MNarnedra Modi has approved
the state's proposal,” Fadna-
vis zaid.

He also informed that ap-
provils for renaming Pune

TDGE HETWORK

(XTI 1=

Slammung Rahul Gandhi
for his remarks on demoe-
ey during an interaction
1 Codonmbda, Mabvrashitra
Chicf Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Friday said
the Congress leader's
grandmother Indira Gan-
dhi had tried to bring in
autocracy in India.
“Rahul Gandhi doesn't
believe in the strength of

'Rahul doesn’t believe in
strength of Constitution'

India’s Constitation. This
iz because he doesin't knmy
Inlia's hastory,” Fadnavis
told reporters in Mum-
bai after inangurating a
‘ewber awareness month'
rogrATIme,

“His (Rahul's} grand-
mother Indira Gandhi
tried to bring in autocracy
in the coantry by changing
the Constatution but Indi-
ans rejecied her,” the chief
minister said.

and Chhatrapati Sambhaji
Magar airports will also be
granted soon, adding the state
poverminent’s infent remains
unchanged and the Union
government has no ohjection
to the naming.

Pune airport is proposed
to be nomed after jagad-
guru Sant Tukaram, while
Avrangabad airport will be
named after Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Maharaj. The state

government had earlier re-

namet Aurangabad district
as Chhatrapati Sambhaji-
nagar. “The official name an-
nouncement will coincide
with the commencement of
passerger operations. Dur-
ing the interim “dry run”
period, advance bookings
and techmical rendiness pro-
cedures will be conducted.”
Fadnavis said.

The decision for renaming
was cleared by both Houses
of the state legislature and
approved by the state cabi-
net before being sent to the
Central government, Fadna-
vis said.

The Centre is finalising its
peolicy on airport naming, and
under the new guidelines, the
approval s ex pected soon

The three proposals are
under consideration by the
Central government and are
expected o be cleared shorthy
in line with state requests and
new policies, he added.
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Domestic air traffic
falls to 1.29 cr in Aug

Domestic airlines flew L29
CTOTe passengers in August,
lowver than L31 crore people
carried by them in the vear-
ago period, according to the
latest official data

However, the traffic quan-
tum was higher in August
compared to July, when it
stood at 126 crore.

IndiGo's domestic market
fell t 642 per cent in August
against 65.2 per cent in July,
while that of Air India Group -
-comprising Air India and Air
India Express — rose to 27.3
per cent from 262 per cent

during the same period.
“Passengers carried by
domestic  airlines during
January-August 2025 were
110726 lakhs as against
105466 lakhs during the cor-
responding period of the pre-
viousyear, thereby registering
an annual growth of 4,99 per
cent and a monthly growth of
-140 per cent” DGCA said in
its monthly affic report for
August. In Augnst, the passen-
ger number stood at 128
crore, lower than L31 crore
recorded in the same period a
year ago. -PI1

4 OCTOBER 2025
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India, China to resume direct
flights by late October

GK News Service
Mew Delhi, Oct3

India and China have agreed
toresume direct air services
by the end of this month,
marking a step towards the
gradual normalisation of
bilateral ties,

According to an official
announcement, civil avia
tion authorities of the two
countries have been engaged
intechnical-level talks since
early this year. These dis-
cussions focused on restor
ing direct connectivity and
revising the Alr Services
Agreement. Under theagree-
ment, flights between des
ignated cities in India and
China will restart with the

onset of the winter schedule
in late October 2025 The

resumption will depend on
the commercial decisions of
designated carriers and the
completion of operational
requirements. Officials said
the move is expected to boost
people-to-people contact and
ease travel, further contrib-
uting to the ongoing efforts
to normalise exchanges
between the two Asian
neighhours,

4 OCTOBER 2025
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Domestic air traffic dips to 1.29 cr
in Aug; 74k hit by delays: DGCA

Press Trust of India

feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Domestic airlines
flew 1.29 crore passengers in
August, lower than 1.31 crore
people carried by them in the
year-ago period, according to
the latest official data.

However, the traffic quantum
was higher in August compared
to July, when it stood at 1.26
crore.

IndiGo’s domestic market fell
to 64.2% in August against
65.2% in July, while that of Air
India Group — comprising Air
India and Air India Express —
rose to 27.3% from 26.2% during
the same period.

“Passengers carried by
domestic airlines during Janu-
ary-August 2025 were 1,107.26
lakhs as against 1054.66 lakhs
during the corresponding
period of the previous year,
thereby registering an annual
growth of 4.99% and a monthly
growth of -1.40%," DGCA said in
its monthly traffic report for
August.

In August, the passenger

IndiGo’s domestic market fell
to 64.2% in August against
65.2% in July. MINT

number stood at 1.29 crore,
lower than 1.31 crore recorded
in the same period a year ago.

Meanwhile, the market share
of Akasa Air dipped to 5.4% in
August from 5.5% in the previ-
ous month, and that of SpiceJet
remained unchanged at 2%.

In August, government-
owned Alliance Air's market
share slipped to 0.3% from 0.4%
in July. Star Air and FlySl's mar-
ket share remained unchanged
at 0.5% and 0.2%, respectively.

A total of 1,407 passenger-re-
lated complaints were received
by the scheduled domestic air-
lines, and the number of com-
plaints per 10,000 passengers
carried in August was around
L0S.

As per the DGCA (Directorate
General of Civil Aviation) data, a
total of 74,381 passengers were
affected due to flight delays, and
airlines shelled out ¥L18 crore
towards facilitation in August.

As many as 36,362 passen-
gers were impacted by flight
cancellations, with airlines
spending ¥64.51 lakh for com-
pensation and facilities.

DGCA said a total of 705 pas-
sengers were denied boarding,
and carriers spent ¥24.52 lakh
towards compensation and
facilities.

In terms of On-Time Per-
formance in August, IndiGo
topped the list with 90.6%, fol-
lowed by Akasa Air (87%), Air
India Group (84.5%), Spicelet
(68.2%) and Alliance Air
{55.2%). OTP is computed for six
metro airports — Bangalore,
Delhi, Hyderabad, Mumbai,
Chennai, and Kolkata.
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Talks continue as India and China
plan to restart flights from Oct. 26

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The green signal from the
Centre for resumption of
flights between India and
China from October 26 af-
ter a gap of five years
comes even as the two
sides “remain engaged” on
revising the bilateral air
service agreement, accord-
ing to a senior government
official.

On Thursday, the Minis-
try of External Affairs
(MEA) announced that In-
dia and China had agreed
to resume direct flights
from October 26, coincid-
ing with the start of the
winter schedule.

Soon after, IndiGo said it
would launch a daily Kol-
kata-Guangzhou service
from October 26, and add
daily flights from New Del-
hi to the Chinese trade hub
once regulatory approvals
were in place.

Taking off: The two nations ‘remain engaged’ on revising the
bilateral air service agreement. FILE PHOTO

Five Chinese carriers
have approached the Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) for pas-
senger and cargo flights.

“We remain engaged on
air service agreements,” a
senior government official
said when asked if the two
sides had agreed on a re-
vised pact covering seat ca-
pacity and destinations al-
lowed to the airlines of the

two countries. The official
added that they did not
want these discussions to
further delay the resump-
tion of flights.

In a statement on Thurs-
day, the Ministry said the
two countries had been
holding technical-level dis-
cussions since early this
year, including on the air
service agreement, as part
of the government’s strate-

gy for the “gradual normal-
isation of relations”.

Passenger services

Apart from IndiGo, Air In-
dia plans to resume flights
to Shanghai “before the

end of the year”.

Government  officials
said Akasa also intends to
fly to China. The DGCA has
granted permission for
passenger flights to Chi-
nese carriers China East-
ern (Shanghai-Delhi; five
weekly flights). Others who
have applied in the passen-
ger category are Air China
and Shandong. Two Chi-
nese airlines have also
sought permission for car-
go flights, and these in-
clude China Southern and
Sichuan Airlines.

The Indian carriers have
sought “modernisation” of
the air services agreement,
said another industry
source without elaborating
on the specifics.
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Domestic air traffic slipped to
1.29 cr. in August: DGCA data

Domestic airlines flew 1.29 crore passengers in
August, lower than the 1.31 crore people carried
by them in the year-earlier period, according to
the latest official data. However, the traffic
quantum was higher in August compared to July,
when it stood at 1.26 crore. IndiGo’s domestic
market share fell to 64.2% in August against
65.2% in July, while that of Air India Group -
comprising Air India and Air India Express — rose
to 27.3% from 26.2% during the same period. e
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TOEXPAND T3 INTERNATIONAL CAPACITY AT DELHI AIRPORT

Al, Al Express to move some
and T2

domestic flights to T1

SUKALP SHARMA

NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 3

AlR INDLA group arlmes, cur-
rent by aperting éntirely Fom
Indira Gandhi International
."'u|‘|,'u'|rT"u'||.'r|1'm.'l EIREY | ihi,
will be relocating a part of their
chommtie Tighis mo fhe offier Do
terminals from October 26,
when the winter schedule for
this year takes eliecL

Acrording o Air Indo, the ad-
justments have been necessi-
ated bythe ongpingactivities ar
the airport's flagship T3 m
expand itsintemational pasen-
T capaciny,

The only Delhiairport temmi-
nal lor miemational Mights. T3
handles domestic Mights asweell
The ather bwo terminasane used
onby fordomestic Mights.

"The terminal enlargement
works will reduce domestic ca-
paciy a T3, necesitating the re-
focationof cenain domestic op-
exationsofAirindiaand Adr bedia
Express, effective Oc iober 26, Adr
India will relocate 60 of is 180
daaly dormestic departures ot ol
Delhito the upgraded Terminal 2
[T2). Concurrently, Air India
Exgprress will move all its domes-
i operanions to the newly ren-
ovated and upgraded Terminal |
(T1)," Adr India said on Frday,
adding that all international

The only Delhi airport rerminal for international Aights,
Terminal 3 handles domestic flights as well Fi

fights of Alr Inda and Air bndia
Exprresswill continue o operate
from T3

Adr India's domestic Mlghts
departing from or arriving at T2
will be renurmbered o have four
digitsstarring with’ 1" Accord ing
o the airline, this dear distine-
ton will help travellers (o sasily
identify the terminal st by
looking at the flight number.

A India and Alr India
Exguresswill be notifying all pas-
sengers who already hold book-
ings for Nights that would be re-
becaning to T2 and T1

While IndiGo, India’ largest
airline, has operted from all
three tenmings at the Deli air-

port, this would be a first for Air
India, which has operted anly
from T3 since the terminal
started operations in 2000, al-
lowing, it o Eacilitate pasengss
translers within the seEne lemmi-
nal

“iir Indizor Air India Expres
guests with connections, cumy-
ngboand ing passes for thedron
wand flights will be provided in-
ter-termi nal ransfers beweon
T1, T2, and T3 This service ap-
plies o connections betwesn Air
India Dig hts, Adr India Express
fights and on applicable code-
shareconnedions.Any though-
checked baggage for these
guests will be ssamlesshy rans-

ferred airside, elimmating the
need toml ke and rechedk bag-
gage dunng terminal transiers,”
Adr Bl said

All other passengers reguir-
ingtrandlers betwesn T1, T2 and
T3 canuse the airport's shuttle
service, which runs every
10 mimutes.

“Passengers with reduced
muhilityand those pequising spe-
ol assistance can also opt for a
comiforable buggy nide between
T2 and T3,” the airline said,
adding that passengers will re-
cemwe natiications and emanders
regarding the erminal from
which their flightswill depart.

Some ol the arlne's ground
stall, avail drle to assist passen-
fers will wear special t-shirtsfor
ease of eoognition by passen-
gers, i wad

T3 has an international pas-
senger capacity of anoend 20
millon a year, while ivis aleady
handdling nearty 24 million inter-
national yers. The conversion
of one pier -- Pier C — o intema-
tional Fom domeste will mise
its insernational passenger han-
dlingcapaaty i around 32 mil
lion, which swould be sufficient
o take care of i nbemational pas-
serger footfalls [or the next four
o frve years as per adines’ pro-
jections, airport operator Delhi
International Airport had said in
February.
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As India-China direct flights resume, who stands to gain?

SUKALPSHARMA
MEW DELHI, OCTOBER 3

AFTER A gap of over five years, direct flights
between India and mainland China are set
to resume by the end of this month. The
Ministry of External Affairs an-
nounced an agreement be-
tween the two countries on
Thursday, aligned with the

AVIATION

which affected international flight opera-
tions around the world.

As the India-China bilateral relationship
soured following the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) standoffin 2020, direct Rights did not
resume. While China had been pushing for
aresumption for the last two to three years,
India was initially reluctant.

However, the recent signsof
a thaw inrelations — notablyat
a time when New Delhi’s rela-

winter season schedule( begin-
ning on October 26).

The agreement will be subject to the
commercial decisions of the designated car-
riers and the fulfilment of all operational cri-
teria. India’s largest airline, IndiGo, was the
first to announce daily flights from Kolkata
to Guangzhou, beginning October 26,

The Tata group's Air India also plansto
launch Delhi-Shanghai flights before the end of
the year, according to sources, Chinese airlines
arealso expected to mount flightsto India.

How did the resumption happen?

Direct flight connectivity was initially
suspended due to the Covid-19 pandemic,

&The IndianEXPRESS

tionship with Washington has
hit roadblodks — had builthope thataircon-
nectivity normalisation was imminent.

Theissue featuredin talks between the for-
eign and aviation ministers through 2024, al-
though with noevidentprogress. In September
2024, it was discussed in a meeting between
India's Givil Aviation Minister K Ram Mohan
Maidu and Song Zhiyong the Administratorof
China's Civil Aviation Administration,

In November 2024, Foreign Minister S
Jaishankar and Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yidiscussed the matter at their meet-
ing inRiodeJaneiro during the G20 Summit.
That meeting happened less than amonthal-
ter India and China announced a border pa-

Sat, 84 October 2825

INDIA-CHINA DIRECT FLIGHTS
INOCT-DEC2019*

Kolkata  Eastern
Mumbai’

trollingarrangement on October 21, signalling
de-escalation. Two days later, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi
Jinping metat the BRICS Summit in Russia.
The first clear signs of movement ap-
peared with Foreign Seaetary Vikram Misri's
discussions with Beijing during his visit in
January. The two sides agreed “in principle”
toresumedirect flights. Then, with WangYi's
visit to New Delhi in August, the countries
said they had agreed toresume direct flights
“at the earliest”. They further agreed on the

https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/78279348

Mming

W AirChina " Beijing

W Air India, Chino Eastern

INDIA o Operating airfines *Key routes be tween majorcities.  Source; Cirium

facilitation of visas to tourists, businesses,
media and other visitors,

What's in it for the aidines, flyers?

Chinese and Indian airlines have been
keenly watching the developments. In
August, IndiGo's Chief Executive Officer
Pieter Elbers had said that the carner stood
ready to resume direct flights to China as
soon as the bilateral arrangements allowed
for it. Chinese carriers, too, are eager to re-
sume direct services, it is learnt.

In 2019, direct flight passengers ac-
counted for over 45% of the total passenger
flows between the two countries. Airlines
would now look to claw back and expand
their market share.

Lack ofdirectair connectivity,alongwith
stringent visa restrictions, led to airlines from
both countries losing out on potential pas-
senger loads. Passenger traffic between India
and China — currently solely through con-
necting hubs in South and Southeast Asia —
is less than halfofwhat itwas in 2019

Airlines from regions like Singapore, Hong
Kong, Thailand, Malaysia, and Vietnam have
stepped intofillthe gap. Someof the hubair-
ports even managed to clock higher India-
China passengertrafficin 2024 thanthey did
in 2019, largely thanks to their homeairlines’
strategy to focus on connecting such flyers.

Tobesure, the Hong Kong airport, the lead-
ing connecting hub between India and main-
land China, is not exactly considered a Chinese
airport due to its special autonomous status
and differentvisa regime than mainland China,

Direct flights will mean more competi-
tion among aitlines, whichusually translates
into cheaper airfares, more frequent avail-

ahility, and wider options for consumers.

What's known about the traffic?

While the normalisation would likely ben-
efitaidines frombothnations, Bejingappears
to believe that Chinese carriers have more to
gainasthey enjoyed the dominant share ofthe
direct flight market earier. This likely explains
why China has been pushing for the move.

In December 2019, there were 539 sched-
uled direct flights per month between the
two nations, offering a cumulative seat ca-
pacity of over 1.25 lakh, Indian carriers —
IndiGo and AirIndia — accounted for 168 of
those flights (around 31%). Chinese airlines,
including Air China, China Eastern, China
Southern, and Shandong Airlines, operated
the vast remainder.

However, aviation industry observers
said that dominance may not be repeated
due to notablechangesin thelndian aviation
sector since 2019, Air India, now privatised
and well-capitalised, has ambitions for mpid
growth, particuladyinthe international mar-
ket Similardy, IndiGo, India'sleadingdomes-
tic carrier, is also eyeing international net-

work expansion.
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Direct Kolkata-Guangzhou
flights from October 26

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Direct passen-
ger flights between India and
China are set to restart this
month after being grounded
for more than four years with
IndiGo recently announc-
ing that it will relaunch ser-
vices connecting Kolkata and
Guangzhou from October 26,
with daily non-stop flights.

The civil aviation minis-
try reportedly said direct air
services would resume by
the end of October, follow-
ing sustained technical-level
discussions between Indian
and Chinese aviation regu-
lators. The step comes amid
wider diplomatic moves to
normalise ties between the
two neighbours.

Direct flights had been
operational until early 2020,
when they were suspended
due to the Covid-19 outbreak
and the subsequent border ten-

The step comes amid
wider diplomatic
moves to normalise
ties between the
two neighbours

sions in eastern Ladakh. Both
Indian and Chinese carriers
had offered connections before
the suspension.

IndiGo, in its statement,
said it will initially operate
the Kolkata-Guangzhou route
using Airbus A320 neo aircraft.
Subject to regulatory clear-
ances, the airline also plans to
launch a direct Delhi-Guang-
zhou service soon.

“We are delighted to
announce the resumption
of daily, non-stop flights
between India and mainland
China. Being among the first
carriers to restore connec-
tivity, we see this as an impor-

tant step and aim to expand
direct services further,’ IndiGo
chief executive Pieter Elbers
reportedly said.

The airline added that its
earlier operations to China
before the pandemic and its
familiarity with local part-
ners would help ensure a
smooth relaunch of services.

Air India, which previously
flew between Delhi and Shang-
hai, is also preparing to return
to the Chinese market. Accord-
ing to a source, the national
carrier plans to restart oper-
ations by the end of the year,
though no official statement
has been issued yet.

The Ministry of External
Affairs said the revival of direct
air links would support peo-
ple-to-people exchanges and
strengthen economic cooper-
ation. The civil aviation minis-
try posted that the step would
“greatly enhance air connectiv-
ity” between the two countries.
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Domestic air traffic declines to

1.29 cr in August, says DGCA data

However, the traffic quantum was higher in August
compared to Fuly, when it stood at 1.26 crore

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Domestic air-
lines flew 1.29 crore passengers
in August, lower than 1.31 crore
people carried by them in the
year-ago period, according to
the latest official data.

However, the traffic quan-
tum was higher in August com-
pared to July, when it stood at
1.26 crore.

IndiGo’s domestic market
fell to 64.2 per cent in August
against 65.2 per cent in July,
while that of Air India Group
— comprising Air India and Air
India Express — rose to 27.3 per
cent from 26.2 per cent during
the same period.

“Passengers carried by
domestic aiﬁines during Janu-
ary-August 2025 were 1,107.26
lakhs as against 1054.66 lakhs
durin e corresponding
period of the previous year,
thereby registering an annual
growth of 4.99 per cent and a
monthly growth of -1.40 per
cent,’ DGCA said in its monthly
traffic report for August.

In August, the passenger
number stood at 1.29 crore,
lower than 1.31 crore recorded
in the same period a year ago.

Meanwhile, the market
share of Akasa Air dipped to
5.4 per cent in August from 5.5
per cent in the previous month,
and that of Spicefet remained

unchanged at 2 per cent.

‘Domestic airlines
carried 1,107.26
lakh passengers
during January-
August 2025
against 1054.66
lakh passengers
during January-
August 2024’

In August, government-
owned Alliance Air's market
share slipped to 0.3 per cent
from 0.4 per cent in July. Star
Air and Fly91's market share
remained unchanged at 0.5
per cent and 0.2 per cent,
respectively.

A total of 1,407 passen-
ger-related complaints were
received by the scheduled
domestic airlines, and the num-
ber of complaints per 10,000
passengers carried in August

was around 1.09.

As per the DGCA (Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation)
data, a total of 74,381 passen-
gers were affected due to flight
delays, and airlines shelled out
Rs 1.18 crore towards facilita-
tion in August.

As many as 36,362 passen-

rs were impacted by flight
f:ncellationsi? with :Iirlil%le-'ls
spending Rs 64.51 lakh for com-
pensation and facilities.

DGCA said a total of 705
passengers were denied board-
ing, and carriers spent Rs 24.52
lakh towards compensation and
facilities.

In terms of On-Time Per-
formance in August, IndiGo
topped the list with 20.6 per
cent, followed by Akasa Air
(87 per cent), Air India Group
(84.5 per cent), Spicefet (68.2
per cent) and Alliance Air (55.2
per cent). OTP is computed for
six metro airports — Bangalore,
Delhi, Hyderabad, Mumbai,
Chennai, and Kolkata.
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Air India to shift one-third of domestic ops to T2

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE i New Dalti

THE Air India Group on Friday
mnnounced a major reshuf e in
its domestic operations at In-
dira Gandhi International Air-
port (IGIA) from October 26 in
light of the ongolng expansion
work at T3 Alr India will shift
one-third of its daily domestic
flights to the upgraded TZ,
while Air India Express will
move its entire domestic opera
tions. The international opera-
tions of both the airlines will
contine to operate from T3,

An official release today sadd.
“Air India will relocate 6l of its
180 daily domestic departures
out of Delhi to the upgraded
Terminal 2 (T2)."” The corre
sponding Incoming Oights oo
would be moved to T2, said
8 SOUFoE,

“All daily AT fights to and
from Dehradun, Jalsalmer
Bhuvaneshwar and Bhuj will
be shifted to T2, while a few

Indigo to expand international operations from Delhi

IndiGo will expand its international and national operations from Gl A,
an official release sald, the three new international routes from Delhl
will be Denpasar, Ball (Indonesia) —daily service from October 24; Krabi
[Thalland) - four imes a week starting October 26; and Manc hester
(UK}, which will also be four times a week from November 15. On the
domestic front, beginning October 26, IndiGo is introducing additional
dally, nonstop services on nine mutes.

flights from/to Hyderabad,
Pune, Kochi, Kolleata, Mumbai
and Coimbatore willbe moved,”
anather source said. No flights
from Chennal, Bengalum and
Ahmedabad will be shifted,
he added

At the same time, Alr India
Express will move all its do
mestlc operations to the newly
renovated and opgraded Ter-
minal 1{T1),” the release said.

Alrport operator Delhi Inter
national Afrport Lid, (DIAL)is
carry ing out expansion activi
tles to aupment International
passenger capacity at T3, “The
ter minal enlargement works

will reduce domestic capacity
at T3, necessitating the reloca-
tion of certain domestic opera
tons of Alr Indis and Alr India
Express, effective October 26,”
thie group said.

Alr India's domestic Mights
departing from or arriving at
T2 have been renumbered in
four digits, starting with 1°
(eg., AILTAT, Al178T). This clear
distinction will help travellers
to easily identily that thelr
fight operates from/to T2,

Adr India or Air India Ex
press flvers with connect lons,
carrying boarding passes for
their onwards Nights, will be

provided inter-terminal trans-
fers between T1, T2, and T3
This service applies to connec-
tions between the two airlines
and on applicable codeshare
connections, “Any through-
checked baggage for these
guests will be seamlessly trans-
ferred airside, eliminating the
need to colleet and recheck bag-
gage during terminal trans-
fers,™ it said.

“To ensure a smooth experi
ence, Alr India and Air India
Express will be proactively no-
tifying all guests who hold
bookings for lights relocating
to T2 and T1 (for Air India Ex-
press guests), via their regis-
tered contact details,” it sald.

The statement also urged
passengers to update their
contact detalls in their book-
ings to receive timely notifica-
tions. Ajr India is also deploy-
ing additional resources at
both terminals to assist
the passengers,
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Ifnproving air connectivity key for integration of J-K: Singh

PRESS TRUST CF INDIA
ri Mew Dethi

Union minlster litendra
Singh on Saturday sald that
Improving air connectivity In
Jammu and Kashmir Is
cruclal not only for passen-
ger convenience but also
for economlc growth,
tourlsm and greater Inte-
gration of the reglon with
national malnstream.
Reviewing aviatlon plans
for the Unlon Territory, he
underlined the Importance

of improving reglonal con-
nectivity and providing
affordable travel options to
local residents.

At a meeting attended by
Samir Kumar Sinha,
Secretary of Clvll Aviation
Ministry, and Vipln Kumar,
Chalrman of Alrports
Authority of Indla, Singh
called for fast-tracking nec-
essary approvals and technl-
cal work. Singh, the Minister
of S5tate for Personnel,
emphasised that the
Udhamipur alrport could Inl-

tlally begin operations with
ATR 72-seater alrcraft under
the Reglonal Connectlvity
Scheme UDAAM, which
would cap ticket fares at
nearly half the prevaillng
market rates.

Thils would not only make
flights more affordable but
also bring Delhl-?Udhampur
fares substantially lower
than the Delhl-?lammu
route, thus offering a huge
Incentive to even lammu-
bound passengers to take
the Delhi-Udhampur alr

routs. The step would be a
major rellef for students and
young professionals who
often face steep travel costs,
he sald. Singh sald that
earlier attempts to develop
an airstrip In Kishtwar faced
hurdles, and fresh feasibility
and land assessment studles
are now belng Initlated to
find a feasible solutlon.
Referring to Kishtwar as an
*aspirational agricultural dis-
trict”, he highlighted that
an alrport there would boost
the reglon’s economy, espe-

clally the agricultural
economy, by halping local
saffron cultlvators and
farmers reach wider
markets. The minlster sald
that he would personally
take up the matter of land
requlisition, wherevar
required, with the chief min-
Ister and chief secretary

He also reviewed the
ongoing expansion of
Jammu alrport, which Is
belng upgraded at a cost of
around 860 crore, accord-
ing to a statement.
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Navi Mumbai Airport to be named
after Loknete D B Patil: Maha CM

Mumbai: Maharashim CM Devendn Fadnavis on Fridi
sl tht MNevi Mumbod International Adrport (NMLA) will be
riamed after Loknete D B Palil, Hesald that during bis recert
meeting. he requested Prime Mingser Narenda Modi
approve this proposnl, adding that P Modi hos ghaena
positive response Lo mame MMIA alter Loknete D B Pail dong
with the rumming of Pune and Chhot rpati Sambbuinoagar
airports, “The Centre’s approval will be reccived soon,” sald the
CML D B Patil plaved a major ol in shaping the developme nt
of Marvi Mumbai while championing the dghts of those
displaced by lond scousition. He was a prominent leader who
led the movement for the protection of the intenests of Birmers
and project-alfocted comurm mties. The CM smd thint the state
gover ment’s intention of naming NMLA alter Loknete D B
Paatil b not changed, and the centml povermiment abso has no
cilferent view.

4 OCTOBER 2025
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IndiGoannouncesdirectlinktoChina

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
Kolkata. 3 October

IndiGo Airlines announced it
will launchdirect flight services
to China later this month,
marking a major step in
strengthening air connectivity
between the two Asian
neighbours. Starting 26 October,
IndiGo will operate a daily
non-stop service on the
Kolkata—Guangzhou (CAN)
route, a senior aitline official
said today.

The flights willbe operated
using Airbus A320 neo aircraft,
known for their fuel efficiency
and passenger comfort. The
move comes after prolonged
discussions between India's
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) and Chinas

Civil Aviation Administration.

The decision was finalised
amida recentthaw indiplomatic
relations between the two

countries, officials familiarwith
the matter said. IndiGo said
the expansion is part of its
strategy toenhance intemational
operations and tap into the
growing demand for travel
between India and China. After
the Kolkata—Guangzhou bunch,
the airline is expected to add

a Delhi-Guangzhou service
inthe following weeks. India's
ministry of external affairs
(MEA) confirmed the
development, saying the
resumptionof commercial air
links aftera prolonged gap will
help boost people-to-people
contact, trade and tourism.
“Direct flights between India
and China will not only improse
connectivity but alsocontribute
to stronger economic and

cultural exchanges,” an MEA
spokesperson said. Industry
analysts noted that the service
could prove significant for
business travellers, given
Guangzhou's position as a
global manufacturing and trade
hub. Therouteis alsoexpected
to benefit students, tourists,
and members of the Indian
diaspora with ties tosouthern
China.

The China flights areamong
its moststrategically important
additions, given the potential
passenger base and trade ties
between the two countries.
Aviation observers said the
Kolkata—Guangzhou service
could pave the way for more
routesin the future, including
Rightsto Beijing and Shanghai,
if demand continues to rise.
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