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Udhampur airport proposal to be
implemented in 2 phases: Dr Jitendra

GK News Service
Jammu, Aug 3

Union Minister of State in PMO Dr
Jitendra Singh has revealed that
Udhampur airport proposal is to be
implemented in two phases.

In the first phase, civil flight
operations will be initiated within
the existing premises of the Air
Force Station (AFS) while in the
second phase, a permanent civil
enclave will be set up outside it
{AFS).

According to him, the efforts to
commence civil flight operations
from the Udhampur Air Force Sta-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir have
now taken a significant step for-
ward, with the Airports Authority
of India { AAT} completing a sitefea-
sibility assessment and initiating
formal processes for the develop-
ment of a new Aviation Enclave.

The Union Minister has stated
this following a series of meetings
he has held over the last two davs
with Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu; Union Secretary
Civil Aviation Samir K Sinha and
members of the Airport Authority
of India.

This marks the second major
civil aviation initiative in the
region attributed to Dr Jitendra
Singh's tenure as MP.

Earlier, his efforts were instru-
mental in getting an airport for
Kishtwar included in the UDAN
{(Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik)
scheme plan, aimed at enhancing
air connectivity in the far-flung
hill region.

Dr Jitendra, who is also the
Member of Parliament from
the Udhampur Lok Sabha con-
stituency, has also discussed the
issue with Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah and has officially writ-
ten to him. CM's response on this
account has also been received.
Besides, he (Dr Jitendra) has also
taken the concerned Indian Air
Forece authorities on board.

The proposal, which aims to

connect Udhampur to the national
civil aviation network, was initial
ly triggered by a reference from
Dr Jitendra Singh to the Airports
Authority of India {AAI). Acting
on this, a technical team compris.
ing officials from various director-
ates of AAI visited the Air Force
Station at Udhampur on March 28
and 29, 2025, The visit included a
joint review with the Indian Air
Force, evaluation of existing infra.
structure, and consultations with
the district administration and
defence authorities.

In a phased plan now under
consideration, phase 1 of the proj
ect involves initiating civil flight
operations within the existing
premises of the Air Force Sta-
tion. The Indian Air Force has,
in principle, agreed to allocate
2,200 square metres for develop-
inga terminal building, which will

have the capacity to handle up to
150 passengers and accommodate
ATR-72 or Q400 type aircraft. This
arrangement is intended as an
interim measure to begin opera-
tions at the earliest,

Phase 2 of the plan proposes
the establishment of a permanent
civil enclave outside the boundar-
iesof the Air Force Station. A land
parcel of approximately 27.6 acres
has been identified by the district
administration for this purpose,

The proposed enclave will cater
to larger aircraft such as the Airbus
A2 and will include a new termi-
nal, apron, taxiway, and related
civil aviation infrastructure,

Following the sitevisit, Dr Jiten:
dra Singh formally reached out to
the Chief Minister of Jammu and
Kashmir Omar Abdullah, request-
ing support for land transfer and
administrative facilitation.

“AA| completing site
feasibility assessment,

¥ initiating formal
processes’

‘Besides ease of travel
for far regions across,

¥» Udhampur airpert to have
strategic importance from
security point of view’

Marks 2nd major civil

» aviation initiative in region
aftributed to Dr Jitendra's
tenure as MP

Airport for Kishtwar
% already included in UDAN
scheme plan

The Airports Authority of India
has subsequently forwarded a
request to the Ministry of Civil
Aviation, seeking its intervention
in obtaining the identified land
parcel free of cost and free from
encumbrances, as per the provi-
sions of the National Civil Avia-
tion Policy (NCAP) 2016.

Dr Jitendra has informed that
he has also spoken to the Union
Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu and held a detailed
discussion with the Civil Aviation
Secretary Samir Kumar Sinha,
underiining the strategic impor-
tance of the project for the region.
“These high-level engagements
have helped expedite the inter-
ministerial coordination required
for moving the proposal forward,”
the Union Minister has said.

If realised, the Udhampur Civil
Enclave is expected to improve
comnectivity for both residents
and tourists in this part of Jammu
and Kashmir, while also easing
pressure on the Jammu airport.
Besides, Udhampur airport will
also have sirategic importance
from a security point of view.



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

CHENNA T

4 AUGUST 2025

Come Sept, commute from airport easier

Long-Awaited 2nd PICk Up Pomt To Open Near T1 After Ongoing Plaza Work

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Passengers lan-
ding at Chennai airport may
scon have a smoother ride ho-
me, with a long-awaited se-
cond pick-up point near the
domestic terminal likely to
open by Sept after comple-
tion of ongoing plaza work.
This development offers
much-needed relief from the
hassleof drageingluggageto
the distant multi-level par-
king lot or squeezing into
crammed buggies to get the-
re.

The new facility being bu-
ilt in front of Terminal 1(TL)
arrival area, is partof abroa-
der plan to improve passeng-
er convenience. For more
than a year now, travellers
have been demanding an ea-
sier way to board cabs or per-

HUGE RELIEF: Plaza will be used as a resting zone for passengers,
with designated space for personal vehicle pick-up

sonal vehicles upon arrival.
“Right now, we are in the
final stages of the plaza;
membrane tensile roofing is
being erected, and flooring
will follow next,” said a sour-
ce, The plaza willbe usedasa
resting zone for passengers
and those accompanying
them, with designated space
for personal vehicle pickups.

“A decision on allowing cabs
touse this point will be made
based on the traffic flow once
itopens,” the source added.
In July last vear, the cab
pick-up point was shifted to
Aerohub West multi-level
car parking facility. drawing
flak from passengers over its
inaccessibility. Flyers have
consistently raised compla-

intsabout the lack of enough
buggies from TI to the par-
king lot, poor lift access for
luggage, overcharging by
cabbies especially when
dealing with senior citizens,
and unhelpful staff appoin-
ted by parking contractor.

“Ajrport authorities al-
ways claim cabs can pick up
senior eitizens, pregnant wo-
men, and differently-abled at
the terminal itself. But cabs
often refuse to arrive at the
terminal,” said Vivanesh G, a
private firm employee, who
experienced an unpleasant
situation.

Initially, the airport’s
hands were tied due to its ag-
reement with Meenambak-
kam Realty Pvt Ltd, which
managed the parking opera-
tions and had exclusive pick-
up rights. However, the cont-
ract was terminated in May

over a separate dispute, pa-
ving the way for the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) to
plan a second pick-up point.

The transition is pending
final approval from AAIT re-
garding the cost of takeover.
“The cost to manage the par-
king operations internally
has been worked out, Once
the board clears it, theformal
handover will take place," sa-
id an AATofficial.

Chennai airport prepaid
taxi drivers’ union president
C Murugesan said AAT
knows well that more pas-
sengers opt for cabs than per-
sonal wvehicles, “Allowing
personal vehicles alone to
the new pickup point will not
serve the purpose, and we ho-
petheauthoritieswillnoterr
again by keeping the cabs to
the MLCP We are in talks
with them,” hesaid.
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Man held at
Mumbai airport

with marijuana

MUMBAI, Aug 3: Mumbai
Customs on Sunday arrested
a traveller at the internation-
al airport here for allegedly
trying to smuggle 15 kg of
hydroponic weed with an es-
timated value of Rs 14.73
crore, officials said.

The contraband was con-
cealed in a packet labelled as
“Diplomatic Pouch of Minis-
try of External Affairs
(MEA)", officials said.

The traveller had landed at
the Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma-
haraj International Airport
from Bangkok, an official said.

“During the examination of
his baggage, Customs officers
recovered 14.738 kg of sus-
pected hydroponic weed
(marijuana), with an illicit
market value of approximate-
Iy Rs 14.738 crore,” he said,
adding that the accused was
trying to smuggle the contra-
band by falsely declaring the
consignment as confidential
diplomatic cargo linked to na-
tional security. — PTI
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3-YR PAPER MAY BE PRICED AT UP T0 10.50%

GMR Airports Plans

%6,000cr NCD Issue

shilpy Sinha

Mumbai: GMRE Alrports (GAL),
the listed holding company of
GMRE Group’s airport assets, is
raising ¥6.000 crore in debt by is-
sulng non-convertible debentu-
res from a mix of banks and mu-
tual funds to refinance existing
liabilities, multiple sources awsa-
re of the fundraise likely closing
Tuesday told ET.

The transaction iz split in two
tranches andlikely to be priced at
uptold.s0% , witha tenor of upto
d years. The bank tranche of
£4,200 erore is being raised from
lenders Including Barclays, De-
utsche Bank and JP Morgan.

The remaining 71,800 crore is be-
ing raised from mutual funds, in-
cluding ICICI Prudential AMC,
HDFC AMC, UTI AMC and SBI
Mutual Fund. The mutual fond
tranche has a tenor of 18 months
and is likely to be priced around
10.35%, whereas the bank-funded
portion is likely 1o have atenorafl 3
years and priced at around 10.50%.

Crisil has assigned A+ rating to
the NCDs. Spokespersons of
GMR Ajrports, JP Morgan, DB
and Barclays, ICICI Prudential
MF and HDFC AMC did not re-

spond to requests for comment.
This round of fundraising will
lower the average borrow ing cost
by nearly 300 basis

- points as the com
= g pany is looking to
refinance debt of
Al Ll and DIAL
iDelhi Internatio-
:"'E*“"“:rh:’ nal Alrport).

4,200 Thecompany has
mﬁ“ 76,100 crore in

including B nhon-convertible
Barclays bonds, withes, 000
Deutsche crore due for bul
BankandJp €t repayment in
Morgan November 2026,

and 71,100 crore in
February 2028, according to Ca-
re Ratings' recent report, GMR
Airporis is co-promoted by Gro-
upe ADP
It ownsand operates major Indi-
an alrports ineluding Delhi and
Hyderabad (GHIALY.
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Mumbai Airport Passenger
Traffic Flatin June Quarter

Geopolitical instability,
subsequent airspace

restrictions resulted in
operational challenges

Mumbai: Passenger traffic growth
at Mumbai’s international sirport
slowed toa 1.5% [nerease on-vear (n
the June quarter, reflecting the im-
pact of regional airspace disrup-
tions and flight detowrs over West
Agia, and continued unease among
air travellers after several global av-
iation safety incidents this vear
Passenger iraffic at the Chhatrapa-
tiShivaji Maharaj International Air-
port (CSMIA) grew to 13.6 million in
the three months ended June, a
sharp reversil from the 7.4% rise re-
corded a vear earfier The subdued
guarterly performance comes despi-
te peak summer travel demand and
highlights a broader trend-— interna-
tional hubs in India are feeling the
ripple effects of geopalitical instabi-

lity, tighter airspace rules, and opera-
tional volatility Domestic demand
however remained largely stable du-
ring the period.

Data from the alrport operator sho-
wied total passenger traffic at 13 6 mil-
liom in @1 FY26, compared to 13,4 mil-
lion avearago. Theairport handled a
record 161,603 passengers on May 30

Alr traffic movements (ATMs) rose
14% year-on-year to B2 389, Interna-
tional ATMs increased 3.4%, and the
busiest day for aircraft movements
was April 30, with 989 flights.

The quarter was marked
by multiple operational
challenges. Geopolitical
tensions in West Asia led

totemporary fight rerouting and de-
lays further disrupting intermatio-
nal Might schedules, The aftermath
of recent aviation safety incident= al-
sodented traveller sentiment. coniri-
buting to the subdued growth,

“Despite disruptions such as regio-
nal airspace restrictions, geopoliti-
cal conditions, temporary airspace
closures in the Middle East, and a
momentary dip in passenger senti-
ment stemming from recent aviation
incidents, CSMIA sustainsd opers-
tional momentum,” theairport said.
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Lack of parking
bays: Hindon
airport hit

Abhijay.Jhacrtemesotingdla.com

Ghaziabad: What wisomerg:
Ing as NCR'S interim second
airport before the one i Jew-
ar ‘takes ight s now gy
pling with operational chal-
lenges, Hindon oivil terminal
which has seen a 10-fold in-
crense in passengor footfall
shice 209, mighl have (o e
duce its flight services follow-
ing a series of cancellitions
amd parking constraints, ac-
cording to imlustry insiders

A sendor Alrports Avthor
ity of India (AAT) official said
discussons were underwiy o
curtail flights fromn the termi-
nal, “Tiolks betvween AAT amd
aleline companies have fo-
cused an mducing services o
manage the S Whlleno Mnal
decision has been taken vet, we
might reduoe fights on certuin
routes,” the offleial aid.

The terminal. which cur
rently handles 21 Mights daily,
hnes been stretehed beyond s
original capacity of 0 pos
sengers an hour to acoommo-
date a fowifall of 430 With In
diGo's recent entry, the termi-
nal is expected to handle G066
pasarEErE per b its
maximum manageable load.

Umesh Yadow direcior of
Hindom  eiwil terminal.  pe-
knowledged the infmstructy
ral comstrabmts. ot stesred
clear of malking o comment on
izl b evarta il o of Mgt sy
vices. Himdan terminal, which
emsentinlly an Al Foros facil
ity has several pestrictions, in-
elhuding o hir on services e
tweemndusk snd down.

“The dusk-todamwn restric-
thom andl Insulficient parkiong
bays have been causing Dight
caneellatione. We neesd ai leas
two e parking bova inaddi-
thon o the existing two,” he
saiil, adding that discusaions
were ongoing with the civil
aviation and defence minks
tries, ond the Alr Force regard-
e expansion of the facil ity
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With import duty slash, gold
smuggling falls 70% at RGIA

SeizuresOf ' GOME NOTABLE AIRPORT  cascwisesenwr

Cigarettes See s
Threefold Rise

Sunny.Baski
@timesofindia.com

Hvderabad: Gold smugg-
ling at Rajiv Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (RGIA) has se-
en a sharp decline following
a reduction in import duty
from 15% to 6% last year and
heightened surveillance.

According to data obtai-
ned through an RTI applica-
tion filed by TOI1 with the
customs department, gold
seizures decreased by 68%,
from132.4kgin2023-24to42.5
kg in 2024-25. The worth of
gold seized at RGIA during
2024-25 is Rs 32.11 crore. On
the other hand, cigarette sei-
zures experienced a three-
fold increase, rising from 54
cases in2023-24tol75casesin
2024-25.

The RTT data shows that
in the previous fiscal, autho-
rities apprehended 133 flyers
involved In gold smuggling,
down from 240 in 2023, Whe-
never a passenger is caught
smuggling goods, including
gold, the case is investigated
and a showcause notice is is-
sued under section 124 of the

SEIZURES SINCE AUG 2023

May 12025

| Nearly 3.5kg
smuggled gold worth
#3.4cr seized at RGIA; 2
3 passengers held
Jan1, 2024 | 1,100 |
grams of gold worth
#69L hidden within a
check-in bag belong-
ing to a passenger
arriving from Dubai

e
3

Aug 12, 2022 | 8kg of gold worth
74.8cr seized from 4 passengers who
arrived from Bangkok, Dubai & Sharjah

Customs Act, 1962, says the
RTIreply.

“Passenger profiling,
baggage scanning, deploy-
ment of officers for monito-
ring, and coordinating with
intelligence agencies have
helped prevent smuggling of
gold and other goods. We ha-
veastaff of 96 in the office of
deputy/assistant commis-
sioner at RGIA," said AV Ra-
mana Murthy, deputy com-
missioner, customs, RGLA.

The majority of smugg-
led gold originates from West
Asian cities, such as Jeddah,
Sharjah, Dubai, Muscat, Ku-
wait, and Bahrain, with pas-

Gold 240 [ 133
Cigarettes 54 175
Foreign currency 12
Ganja 0
Diamonds & 1] 1
precious stone
& Heroin 2 0
| Wildlife 0 2
Electronics 1 0
Sep 3,2023 | s19gm | Mobllephones | 0] 2
gold worth z50L hidden | Other 0 1
inside a mixer motor Total 309 | 326 |

sengers attempting to conce-
al gold in various forms such
as paste, capsules and gar-
ments.

During screening, autho-
rities have found gold hidden
in passengers' rectums. In
ane incident reported on Ju-
ne 25, 2024, RGIA customs of-
ficials seized 806 gm of gold
worth Rs58.8lakh fromapas-
senger arriving from Abu
Dhabi, who had hidden it in-
side hisrectum.

The current market rate
for 24-carat gold in Hydera-
bad stands at approximately
Rs 1 crore per kg, indicating
that a smuggler can potenti-

ally gain Rs 5 lakh to Rs 6
lakh per kg of gold. Usually,
gold is cheaper by 5% to 7%
in countries like the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) and
Qatar,

Under customs regula-
tions, passengers can carry
gold, including jewellery, up
toamaximumlimitof 1kgin
their baggage. For jewellery
owned for more than one ye-
ar, male travellers are per-
mitted a duty-free allowance
of up to 20 grams, whilst fe-
male passengers can bring
up to 40 gm without paying
customs duty as part of their
legitimate baggage.
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IndiGo to launch daily
flights to London in Oct
—

Whambaiz IndiGo will launch daiby
flights 1o London fram
Dcmober 26, and introduce its
business class product on the
Deubiai and Singapore routes
this month, the airfne
arnaunced on its 19th
arsniversary on Wonday.
London will be indiGo's third
destination in westerm Europe
after Arrscerdam and
Manchester, and the route will
e served with a damp-feased
Bosing TET aircraft The flights
to Londarn will be thrown open
for bookings scon, said the
:'Ilr|lr.[' R PR
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Amid pushback, India reviews the feasibility of
ad()ptmg muln -crew pilot licence’ for training

Inhl Vaid
Hew Delhi

India's pilot community has
pushed back efforts by the
girling industry to establish
the ‘Multi-Crew Pilor Li-
cence’ {MPL) as the standard
trimning pathway for oo
meercial airline pilots in the
country,

The developiment comes
at & time when the aviation
regulstor has started the
proces bo asdess the feasibil
ity af adopring MPL.

Notably, MPL offers an al-
teriative  pilot  licensing
srandard that airlines around
the world increasingly prefer
a8 it prepares cadets for the
role of co-pllot in commer-
cial multi-crew operations.

COMMITTEE SET UP
Speaking  to  [usinessifne,
sources said that the Direct-
orate General of Civil Avi-
ation {DGCA) had et up a
high-level commitiee 1o as-
sess the feasibility of the
MPL model.

On o technical level, MPL
replaces traditional solo fiy-
ing hours with simulator

UP IN THE AIR. MPL offiers an alternative pilot Iir.t-qsing
standard that airfines around the world increasingly prefer s

based  instruction, While
some alrfines see this as a
more efficient and industry-
aligned model, many pilots
argue thar the Indian avi-
ation  ecosystern  is  ill-
eqiiipped o support this
transition.

Interestingly, this is the
third time that the DGCA is
reviewing MPL, having rejec-
ted the model two times be
fore.

On the other hand, airdine
industry officials cite the
growing need for trained pi-
Iots, projected at nearly
2000 annually by 2030,
which prompred the regu-
lator to revisit the proposal.

Countries such as the UK,

Austrilia and Singapore lave
already implemented MPL.

In contrast, the US,
Canada and several other
jurisdictions contimue to fol-
low the traditional Commer-
cial Pilot Licence (CPL)
model

Meanwhile, an asirline offi-
cial potited out that MPL is
better aligned with the de-
mands of modern aviazion,
where reamwork, decision-
making and real-time co-
ordination marer more than
sobo flying hours,

“Unlike the CPL model,
which requires 200 hours of
flying a small aireraf, MPL
integrates  airline-specific
procedures and  scenarios

from the beginning and re-
laces solo flying with simi-
ator-based and muolo-crew
training,” said the official.
Hiowever, veteran captains
warn that the MPL model, if
implemented without
proper  safeguards, could
flood the system with innd-
equately trakned co-pilors.
“MPL will have very little
benefit for India, if any at
all,” said a senbor pilot, “The
cost advantage Is negligible,
and there are too few fight
shmuilators in the country to

FapporE o o P
implementation.

MAY NOTWORK"
They also cite a lack of simu-
lator capaciey and stafdird
lsed oversight mechantzms
a5 serious impediments.
“MPL might work i couri-
tries with advanced infira-
structure,” said the senior
caprain. The DGCA has dir-
ected the committee to re-
view regulatory gaps, bench
mark global best practices
and consalt with fight train-
ing organizations, airlines
and pilot bodies. The find-
ings are expected within
thres months,
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MNEW DELHI
Al cancels int’l
flight over snag

Air India on Sunday can-
celled its flight from
Singapore to Chennai
dueto atechnical issue.
The flight A1349 was to
be operated with an
Airbus A321. In a state-
ment on Sunday, the air-
line said the flight Al343
scheduled to operate
from Singapore to
Chennai has been can-
celled due to a mainten-
ance task identified prior
to departure which
required additional time
for rectification.
"Arrangements are being
made to fly the passen-
gers ta Chennai at the
earliest. Hotel accommo-
dation s being provided,
and full refunds on can-
cellation, or complimen-
tary rescheduling is also
being offered to passen-
gers based on their pref-
erence,” Air India said.
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High temperature: Al flight cancelled
4 S N Delhi-bound Air India flight from

: ABhubaneswar was cancelled on Sunday due
2 . -— ")
R INDIA -

to "high temperature” in the aircraft cabin
just prior to its departure for the destination, the
airline said in a statement. Air India did not pro-
vide details such as the number of people on board
the aircraft and the type of aircraft.
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Bhubaneswar-Delhi
Al flight cancelled over

high temp in cabin

Press Trust of India
letters@ hindustantimes com

MUMBAI: A Delhi-bound Air
India flight from Bhubaneswar
was cancelled on Sunday due to
“high temperature” in the air-
craft cabin just prior to its
departure for the destination,
the airline said in a statement.

Air India did not provide
details such as the number of
people on board the aircraft, the
type of aircraft or the time the
now-grounded flight was sched-
uled to take off from Bhubanes-
War.

“Flight AI500 scheduled to
operate from Bhubaneswar to
Delhi on August 3 has been can-
celled due to a technical issue
causing high cabin temperature
on ground prior to the depar-
ture,” Air India said in a state-
ment.

“Our airport team in Bhuban-
eswar is assisting the impacted
passengers with alternmative
arrangements to fly them to
their destination to Delhi. We
regret the inconvenience
caused,” the airline said.

The flight, according to flight
tracking website flightra-
dar24.com, was to be operated
by an Airbus A32] aircraft at its
scheduled time of 12.35pm, and
land in Delhi at 2.55pm.

Earlier in the day, Air India
said its flight AI349 scheduled
to operate from Singapore to
Chennai was cancelled due toa
maintenance task identified
prior to departure, which

A SINGAPORE-
BOUND AIR INDIA
FLIGHT WAS ALSO
CANCELLED
FOLLOWING A
MAINTENANCE
TASK FOUND PRIOR
TO DEPARTURE

required additional time for rec-
tification.

The latest incident comes
amid the aviation safety regula-
tor Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) detecting over
100 violations and observations,
with some of them identified as
critical safety risks, during an
audit of the Tata Group-run pri-
vate carrier, and one of its Boe-
ing 787-8 plane operating its
London Gatwick flight crashing
on a medical college within
minutes of its take-off on June
12, killing 241 people on board
and 19 on ground.

Last week, DGCA detected
around 100 violations and
observations related to Air
India’s training, crew’s rest and
duty period norms, and airfield
qualification, among others,
people aware of the matter had
said.

Of these, as many as seven
have been identified as Level-1
violations, which are consid-
ered critical safety risks and
require immediate corrective
action by the air operator, they
added.
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Cockroaches found on
Al flight, probe ordered

NEW DELHI: Passengers onboard
an Air India flight flying from
San Francisco to Mumbai spot-
ted small cockroaches inside
the plane, and the aircraft
underwent deep cleaning dur-
ing the scheduled stop over at
Kolkata airport on Monday
early morning. The flight was
operated with a Boeing 777 air-
craft, according to information
available on flight tracking web-
site Flightradar24.com.

“On flight AII80 from San
Francisco to Mumbai via Kolk-
ata, two passengers were unfor-
tunately bothered by the pres-
ence of a few small cockroaches
on board. Our cabin crew,
therefore, relocated the two pas-
sengers to other seats in the
same cabin, where they were
comfortable thereafter,” an air-
line spokesperson said in a
statement on Monday.

“During the flight's scheduled

fuel stopin Kolkata, our ground
crew promptly conducted a
deep cleaning process to
address the issue. The same air-
craft subsequently departed in
time for Mumbai. Despite our
regular fumigation efforts,
insects can sometimes enter an
aircraft during ground opera-
tions. Air India will be under-
taking a comprehensive investi-
gation to determine the source
and the cause of this incident
and implement measures to
prevent recurrence. We sin-
cerely apologise for any incon-
venience caused to the passen-
gers,” an Air India spokesper-
son said in a statement.
During the flight's scheduled
fuel stop in Kolkata, the airline’s
ground crews conducted a deep
cleaning process to address the
issue and the same aircraft sub-
sequently departed in time for
Mumbai. HTC
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Army officer assaults airline
statfers at Srinagar, booked

Ashig Hussain
letters@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and
Kashmir Police has registered a
case against a senior army offi-
cer for allegedly assaulting four
employees of Spicelet airline at
Srinagar airport following a dis-
agreement over payment of
extra baggage charges during
boarding, officers said on Sun-
day. The army officer also filed a
a counter-complaint alleging
assault, following which an FIR
against the airline staffers has
been registered by the police.

Meanwhile, the Indian army
in a statement said it is fully
cooperating with the authorities
in the investigations into the
case. Stating that it is aware of
the incident, the army empha-
sised its commitment to high
standards of discipline.

A first information report
(FIR) under Section 115 (volun-
tarily causing hurt) of the Bhar-
atiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) has
been registered against the army
officer of lieutenant colonel rank
posted in Kashmir following
complaint from the private air-

A video of the incident was shared widely on social media. PTI

line, alleging that the officer
“grievously assaulted” its
employees at the boarding gate
of flight SG-386 from Srinagar to
Delhi on July 26, officers cited
above said.

The incident was caught on
camera and a video has been
shared widely on social media
showed the enraged army officer
hitting several airline employees
with an iron stand. HT could not
independently verify the veracity
of the video.

The airline issued a detailed
statement about the incident,

saying one of the four victims of

the assault had suffered spinal
injuries. It added that it has initi-
ated the process to place the pas-
senger on the no-fly list in line
with civil aviation regulations.

“Our staff members suffered a
spinal fracture and serious jaw
injuries after being attacked with
punches, repeated kicks and a
queue stand,” the SpiceJet state-
ment said. According to the air-
line, one employee fell uncon-
scious on the floor, but the pas-
senger continued kicking and
hitting the victim.

“Another staff member suf-
fered bleeding from the nose and
mouth after receiving a forceful
kick to the jaw while bending
down to assist the colleague who
had fainted,” it added.

The airline said the passenger
was carrying two pieces of cabin
baggage weighing a total of 16 kg,
more than double the permitted
limit of 7 kg.

“When politely informed of
the excess baggage and asked to
pay the applicable charges, the
passenger refused and forcefully
entered the aerobridge without
completing the boarding process
— a clear violation of aviation
security protocols. He was
escorted back to the zate by a
CISF official,” the statement said,
adding at the gate, the passenger
grew increasingly aggressive.

It could not be immediately
ascertained whether the passen-
ger was detained at the airport
after the incident.

Army spokesperson in Srina-
gar Lt Col MK Sahu acknowl-
edged the incident. “There has
been an incident and the police
have registered an FIR. We are
cooperating in the investiga-

tions,” Sahu said.

Though the airline has not
released the identity of the army
officer involved, officers aware
of the matter said that he was

posted with army warfare school
at Gulmarg,
In a statement, PRO

(Defence), Srinagar said: “The
matter involving an alleged
altercation between an Army
personnel and airline staff at
Srinagar Airport on 26 July 2025
has come to the notice of the
Indian Army. The Indian Army
is committed to uphold highest
standards of discipline and con-
duct and takes all allegations
seriously. Full cooperation is
being extended to the authorities
in investigating the case.”

The army officer has not yet
been arrested, police said.

Station house officer, Bud-
gam, Tauseef Ahmad said an FIR
has been registered in the inci-
dent. “The investigation is going
on,” he added.

Spicelet also said that it has
initiated the process to place the
passenger on the no-fly list in
accordance with civil aviation
regulations.
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How private jet flights became the No.l marker of real wealth

feedbackiliivernint com
hen Maxx Chewn-
ing sold his sour-
candy business to
Hershey for $75.5 million, the
first thing he did—before buy-
ing a Rolex or dream home—
wias jiet his wife and six (iends

to Vail ona and hillion-
Dassanlt aires, whao
passantt THEWALL STREETJOURNAL  2ires, whe

They range of

shkipped security lines, zipped
straight o the runway and
seated themselves in leather
recliners with gold accents in
the wood-paneled cabin. The
price tag for this adventure:
100,000,

Chewning's goldendoodle,
Dood, sprawled at their feet.

“The joke is. Thad to get a pri-
vate plane so | could bring my
dog,” the 35-year-old said “1
didn't really care what the
price was”

The oltrawealthy have
alwaysenjoyed flving private.
That exclusive elubis growing,
as soaring stocks and crypto
prices mint more millionaires

choices to book aseat ona jel.

Flying private hus become
the vltimate hawiry splurge for
many wealthy individuals, sur-
passing Fervaris, Hermes Bir-
kin bags topping 514,000 or
even waterfront Hamptons
homes. For many of those
aspiring o join the ranks of the

truly rich, having “private-jet
money” is the new goal, divid-
img the [% from the 0.1%.

The pandemic unleashed a
burst ofdemancd, but providers
say popilar culture has turbo-

Flying private has become the ultimate luxury splurge,
surpassing Ferraris and Hermes Birkin bags.

ISTOCKPHIOTD

charged enthusiasm and envy
for the Ay-private lifestyle.
Social media has given younger
peoplea glimpse into the lives
of jet-setters, whether it is a
mode] Oying with friends to a

bachelorette party in Los
Cabos, Mexicn, or 2 hedge-find
nunager hopping a pline toa
birthday weekend in 5t. Barts.

Realistic expectations are in
order. "It is my dream to fly
private.” says a user on d Red-
dit forum for so-called Henrys
twhich refers to high earners,
not rich vet ), adding that he
extimis about $300.000, is mar-
ried and has a kid indaycare.

“Definitely closer to brake
than [Iving private.” another
user responds,

Yet the number of people
whoare rich enosh hassimred.
Thechibofultrahigh networth
individuals with morethan $30
million in assets hit a record in
2024, according to estimates
from the wealth-intelligence
provider Altrata . The LIS

aebebed more than OO million-
aires every day last vear onaver-
age, aecording to UBS. The bil-
lionaire club grew more than
50% berween 2015 and 2024,

Private-jet hours flown
touched an all-time high in
2022 and have stayed elevated
sinee then, acoording to data
frenm the EVERHGE-s:rvices finm
Argus International Travelers
CAT NOW LSe apps bo snag indi-
vidual seats on private jets or
pay for flights by the hour.
Others chaner flights, paying
for just the occasional trip
from New York to Miami,
while the rare business mogul
might spring for the entirejet.

Some jet providers aceept
payment incrypto.

TURM TO PAGE 4

How flying on a private jet became the
No. I marker of real wealth
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with higls-net-wort b individu-
dilw iwow aller concierge oF
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India emerges as world’s 5th
biggest aviation market: IATA

NEW DELHI: India emenged 2
the worlds fifih biggest aviation
market, handling 241 million
passengers, while Mumbai-
Dedhii was one of the busiest
airport pairs n 2024, accord -
:':ilu- ata refeased by global
irfines grouping LATA.

The Intermativnal Arport
'l'ra.nsiw.lﬂ Assgciation (LATA),
which represents around 350
airlines, on Mum!a.:r' released
the latest edition of the World
Air Transport Satistics [WATS)
fior 2024,

India saw 211 r.||.|]|.u.'|r|. air
passengers last m:.msm
111 per cent comjpa 3.]'-“-
ahead ud'_l'apa.r:.. which hanadled
205 million pass with
an anmul rise of 186 per cenl.

“The US rernairs the worlds
bdml,al aviation market with
E76 million passengers in 2024
on the !Imnﬁuﬂr:ﬁ’: domestic
miarket, growing 5.2 per cenl
year-on-year.

“China was the second-big-
gest passenger market, with 741
million PAsiEnyETs, 3 gruwlh of
I-!.._'Pu' cent mmp.l.md o NI23"
it said in a release.

‘While India stond at the 5th
pl:n.'r. the UK ai the 3rd apat
{261 million passengers) and
Spain at the dth position (241
million). The figeres incude
all intermational and demestic
passengers departing or arriv-
ing in each country.

Aong the top I airport
pairs, Mumbai-Delhi was the
Tth busiest, carrying 5.9 mil-
lion passengers in 2024,

“Asda Pacific domiinated the

India saw 211
million passengers
last year, a growth
of 11.1%: against
2023, ahead

of Japan

ranking for the wockds busest
airport pairs, with Jeju-5eoul
(CIL-GMP) the most pupuhr
rimite EJIJ‘KI.[.I!.'.. with 13.2 million
passengers ying between the
two airports in 2024,

“In the Livp La, un]y e
a.i.er'L Fu.n' —_ hhhh-}ﬁyuﬂh
(IED-RUH) — w1 in the
.k.ua Pacific region” LATA said,

per the lr!l.cr
nalu.lna! ﬁmtﬁu

business :l.n.d firsa class 5"“
118 per cenl, outpscing H:m-.vlh
in ﬂu]m] economy travel of 115
percent In 2034, the total num-
ber of imlemational premium
class travellers was 1169 mil-
lion or 6 per cenl of the 1otal
international passengers.
“Leading the regions in
lerins urpcnwlap,egmlh W

Ausza Pacilie with a vear-on-year
Hmwlh of 228 percent, with 21
million premium passengers

- although it was cutpaced in
growth by economy dass pas-
senper rinbers, up 6 per
cenl 1o S00LE million.

“Gerowth in preowium travel
exceeded economy dass travel
in Eurr.lpe. Latin America, the
Middle East and Morth Amer-
icn. Europe remainesd the kargest
market bor inlernational pre-
miium iravel, with 393 million
premnium passengers, while pre-
miwm travelbersasa 3
of all travellers were h:'q;hnl n
ihe Middle Eastat 147 per cesil)
LATA said,

Last year, narrow-body
Pl:mc: of Bowsing and Airbaes
wene amaong he most used ones.

Boeing's B737 alone flew
10 million |!ig]ll5i with 2.4 tril-
lion Available Seat Kilometres
(ASKs) in 2024, " This was fol-
lowed by the Airbus A320 with
7.9 millsosi Hights and 1.7 tril-
lion ASKs and the Airbus A321
with 3.4 milkion flights and 1.1
trillion ASKs" it isd. 45K itan
inidscator of capacly.
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Cockroaches on
US-Mumbai AT
plane irk flyers
KAUSHIK PRADHAR i Kedkiata

AN Air India flight from San
Franciseo to Muombal took off
with cockroaches, prompting
ihe crew members to relocate
two passenge s o other seats In
mid-alr The Incldent oceurmed
on Air India flight AT180, which
operates from San Francisco to
Mumbali via Kolkata

[s=uing a statement on Mon
day Alr India said, “On 0ight
AT180 rom San Franciseo to
Mumbal via Kolkata, two pas-
sengers were unfortunately
bothered by the presence of &
few small cockroaches on
board, Our cabin crew, thene
fore, relocated the two passen
pers io other seats in the same
cabin, where they were com
lortable thereafter™

The Might had a stop at Kolk-
ata for refuelling, During its
stay thera the ground stafl ot
the MSCRI airport conducted a
deep cleaning process to ad
dress the jssue, and the same
alremft subsequently departed
in time for Mumbai. Offering
an apology for any |Rconve R
fence caised to the passengers
an Air India spokesperson said.
“Dospite our regular fumigs
tion efforts, Insects can somse-
limes enter an airerall during
ground operations. Alr India
will be undertaking a8 com pre-
hengive investigation.™
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When Becoming Big and Dangerous Isn’t
Considered Unsafe: The Air India Paradox

sancl. Every checkdist. every sumulaior

sesalon, every pilot hour logged Is
usderpinned by the singular pursalt of
epsurieg that alrcraft aperate withis tight-
Iy comirolled mangins of safecy. And yet, in
somie rare and paradonicsl cases, an airline
can reach & size where — even when s
aperitions exhibil persisient safety lapaes
— It becnmas virtually immuse o the Coi-
sequences thai amaller enticles would
inevitably face. Air India s one such ose

A Crisis Hidden in Plain Sight

ke Directuste Generad of Clvil Aviabion
(DECA), Indids avistion vegulsioe, recentdy
flagged 51 safery vialstbans by Adr ledis in an
audit comducied aftes the catastrophic crash of
Flight A1L71, & Hoeleg 7H7-H, a0 June 12, M35
Among the lssues were the use of Enapproved
stmalatnes, irabniog geps for pilots fying high-
risk rauies, fatigue-relm ad vialarons, -nﬁ lmad-
erpuate rostering sysiems tha failesd o esuee
minlmum required crew on Sights

Seven of these breaches were cluscified as
Level |, the most serlous fategory of visktian
opder Isdias Civil Avistion Begubrements
Some {lights were operated without sufflcient
cahln crew, pilots were assigned duty haours that
vinlated farigue regolatioms, ardd instructors
licked proper approvals. These findings alone
wiiddd be ssfficient 10 grousd amy e in &
robust safety colure Bt not Alr ledia

Despite dammping evidence, mo fleet was
grounded. Mo executives were held publicly
accountable. Mo romtes were suspended. Insicad
2 compliance deadline was glven: fix the worst
problems by [uly 30, and the rest by Angust 23,

Ausiness as usual contisoes

The Anatomy of Immunity

Aulr Incia s mo longer just =n alrline: i -2 orie-
ical nede im Indiss nsifonal and intermatioaal
comnectivity mairie. As a dlag carrier, lis brand
bears the emotional weight of Indian sdenritg
legacy, amd ambitbon. It operates & sprawliog
,Enh.ﬂ netwark, emplovs tems of thonsamds
directly, and indirectly supports countless els-
2E% across tourkm, sirpir services, kgistics, and
retatd.

The airlime’s systembs Imporence grants it s
kind of lsmuenlty rarely seen outside of bank.-
ing or matinnal secariy infrastructure. Like Soo
byt £l banks during the 2008 global finam
chal crisis, Adr India 15 “ieo big e grosnd”
Shaniing it diws would unleash chaes scross sec-
o aned ponendialhy r.r:f,u a domino effect: eon
nomilc losses, strandal passengers, diplomatic
embarrassment, amd prissive joby losssn As 2
resiglt, the safety narrarive hecomes secondary
1 palitical snd ecomnmic caloudus.

In the world of avistion, safety Is sacro-

When Size Defangs
Regulation

This kmmmnity sends o dan-
gerns signal scross the Indus-
iry. When o matiosal carrier i
allowed tiv operate despite glar-
ing sadety gaps, what Incentive
renabng for peivetle carriees o
adhere strkctly 1o regulations?
It dilstes the asthaority of the
regulaior and andermines the
very (numdarion of Just Cilrare,
which relies oo egual emlorce.
miemt, accoumtability, amd besmning trom flores

‘Warse, It credtes regulstory capners, where
wyersight agencies become reluctamt o endnece
pemalties agalns metimtioms they perceive o
imdisp . In this model, sndiis sre conduct-
ed 00 10 CORTECT CiNEre i ensire oo mtabl -
Iy, bamt b cveade the iBuslon of oversigha while
preserving the aperathonal staius qua

What the Audit Revealed

Here are some key findings from the DA
mudit and prios inspecibons:

@ 2% sysiemic lipses related 10 pilot fatigue asd
recurrent training repurted in eardy July.

@ Lse of unappevved simolators for crainlog ot
Category L alnports — where oy specially
trained crews Cam operate.

# Missing chief pilots and training heads for
multiple feets, including A32(ks and A350s

# Flawed schedulleg sofiware that failed 10 pre
went illegal rostering and over-dutying

# Mlats -.'-{-:Jmuu withour mamdated sbmla.
tor checks.

These sre not derical ercors. Thess are sys-
tenmuic fuflures thet sirike at the core of fight safe.
[y training. faigue, crew preparednes, ind over.

ight
Al 171: A Wake-Up Call Ignored

The crash of Flight Al 171 in Ahonedahad tha
kifled 2685 people should have cotalyeed radical
eeforms. [nitial dsts shows both englnes shi
o uscoenmanded shonlby after 1jt.ml'
lewweed by deployment of the Ham Abr Tisrbise
(RAT} — a sige of catsstrophic decirical fadl-
wre. Pilists were reporiedly mot at Cudi, yet ihe
wysiem falled them. Was 1t a fatlure in engineer-
Lng, puwer masagement, of deskgn?® O was lta
sympiorm of the same rof that audits are now
inearthing?

Instead of ushering in cransparency, the offi
ciad narrative began leaning oo pilot erme This
redirection protecs stakehaoldders hut delays tnee
refonm

Why No One Can Shut Alr India

The answer s srsctural Air India now sits
i the intersaction of politics, netonadism, and

ecansmic policy. It is whelly swned by the Tas
Liroup — & busimess conglomerate that ks iiself
seen @i an exienslon af Indla’s indusarial and
philanthropic legacy. The Guovernment his a
sske In seeing the Adr India divestmen succeed.
aned grounsding the alritee would sppear as a fad
ure of both state and private encenprise.

There s alin legal ambsiguiry. In anviatiom
law, Incleding Rule 12 of the Aircrafn
{Investkgarion of Acchdents amd Incidemts)
Faales, 200 3, permuits judicial inguiry imo alrceadt
socidents imvalving sysiemic fGikure But sacs
provisiens are raedy imvoked — perhaps becanse
doing 0 might apen a Pandoras box impldicat-
ing multiple smkeholders, iscluding regulaors

Judiciaries rarely imervene in avlibion opes
atlons mnless explicitly petitioned, and politicad
leadership — under presenne 1o project i i
il maderr, efflcient goversames — i unlikely
i paralyse fis natlonsl caniee

‘What Can Be Done?

# Entorce transparest deadlines with public

updates. The DGCA sheuld publish progyes

reparis on Al mdias oo pliance. jﬂullﬂ“
which vinlations have been reoified and how

Mandatery third-pary safety sudin

Independent ghohal svistion sty bodies

shoald be invired to sssess Air India, with

resulis made public.

# [ninoduce reald accouniabiling A siosg mes
sige must be sent that sze does not eguate
e Leansunity, 1 violatio s ane not resolved,
progresiive penalties — Beet resirictioe,
roule siEpensions, fines — ms fioflow.

® Empower whistleblowers. Pllots amd crew
shold have anomympus channess to repore
saiety concerms without fear of retallstion.

# [udicial imquiry inco A1E7L. Only am (mpar-
tal. court — appolsted invesigiton cam
uecoves the truth of what cansed the B 727
i crmsh — and prevent recurrence

A Dangerous Precedent

Ay 1eedis today repeeients a case study in how
instituiions can grow s lenge, so incegral, and
s poditbcally enowined than they iranscend tra-
dizioeal models of scoousahiling. The geestons
Is s longer whether Adr India is safe — it =
whether its size preciodes itfrom ever being held
acoountabde. This paradon threatees the very
foizndation of sviation safery in Indie If audits
dont resisl in groussding, I vinlaions don't canry
fonsequences, and I crishes dont kad o
chamge, then aviation safery becomes & theare
— & ripnal with no teeth. And when that hap-
[l:n:. flying remaimns & miracle — bt oee bl

rwed time,

[T wrier & F -, Safylp WaSars Foursafion Leaian
Safalp Mivvecstm sad fumn Facton Muvesrdrd
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Army officeraccused
ofassaulting Spicejet
staffat Srinagarairport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
IAN

U, 3 ALIGUIST

Inashocking incident, anArmy
officer Is accused of having
grievously assaulied four Spice-
Jet employees and injured their
spine and jaw at the boarding
gate of Mlight SG-386 from the
Srinagar airport to Delhi late
last month.

ASpicelet spokesman said
on Sunday that the incident
happenedon 26 July whenthe
staff of the airlines asked the
passenger to pay for the excess
baggage he was carrying.

The passenger, identified
a5 a Lieutenant Colonel-rank
Army officer, was reporiedly
carrying two pieces of cabin
baggage totalling 16 kg - more
than double the permissible
cabin lirmitof 7 kg When politely
informed of the excess and
asked to pay the applicable
fee, the individual refused and
forcibly entered the agrobridge
without completing the board-
ing process, violating aviation
security protocols,

ACISF official escorted him
back to the gate, where the
situation escalated, the
spokesman sald.

According to the Spicelet
spokesperson, the passenger
launched a violent attack on
the ground staffusing punches,
repeated kicks, and even a
queuestand, leaving them with
serious injuries, including a

spinal fracture and severe facial
Lraima,

"One employee collapsed
unconscious during the assauli,
vel the passenger continued to
kick and strike him. Another
staffmember, while attempring
1o assist the unconscious col-
league, suffered heavy bleeding
from the nose and mouth after
a brutal kick o the jaw”, the
spokesman stated.

The injured employees were
rushed 1o a hospital, where
they re 1 under treatment
for multiple grievous injuries.

The airline has lodged an
FIR with local police and ini-
tiated the procedure (o place
the passenger on the national
no-fly list under existing civil
aviation regulations.

Spicelet has also formally
apprised the Ministry of Civil
Aviation of the “murderous
assault” and requested strict
actionagainst the accused, the
spokesman sajd.

The Army has said it is com-
mitted 10 uphold the highest
standards of discipline and
canduct and is extending full
cooperation to the investgation
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Army officer
breaks
airline staff
spine

AMIYA KUMAR
KUSHWAHA

New Delhi: SpiceJet on Sun-
day said a senior army officer
who had been asked to pay
charges for excess haggage
assaulted four members of its
ground staff at Srinagar air-
port, leaving one with a spinal
fracture and another with a
broken jaw.

Terming the July 26 inci-
dent a “murderous assault”,
SpiceJet said it had filed an
FIR with Srinagar police and
initiated the process to place
the passenger, identified
as Lieutenant Colonel R.K.
Singh, on the no-fly list.

A case under Section 115
of the BNS (voluntarily caus-
ing hurt) has been registered
against Singh, who was travel-
ling to Delhi.

The identities of the as-
saulted airline staff have not
been revealed. A Spicedet
source said they were all
Eashmiris.

An army statement said:
“This issue has come to the
notice of the Indian Army,
and we are awaiting the con-
clusion of the pending inves-
tigation. The Indian Army
15 fully committed to main-
taining discipline and mutu-
al respect in all civil spaces

Video footage shows a man, believed to be Lt Col RK Singh,
attacking an airline staffer with a quene stand at
Srinagar airport

across the country.”

Singh is posted at the ar-
my's High Altitude Warfare
School in Gulmarg.

The alleged assault took
place at the boarding gate
for Flight SG-386. Videos
on social media appear to
show a man hitting airline
staff with a queue stand and
raining kicks and punches
on them. Some video clips
show some of the victims cry
out in pain, shout for help
and collapse.

A Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force official tried to In-
tervene but falled to pacify the
passenger, sources said.

“A passenger grievously
assaulted four SpiceJet em-
ployees at the boarding gate
of flight SG-386 from Srinagar
to Delhi on July 26, 2025, Our
staff members sufferad a spi-

nal fracture and serious jaw
injuries afier belng attacked
with punches, repeated kicks
and a queue stand,” SpiceJet
said in a statement.

According to the airline,
the passenger continued kick-
ing and hitting an emplovee
until he collapsed unconscious
on the floor,

“Another staff member
suffered bleeding from the
nose and mouth after receiv-
ing a forceful kKick to the jaw
while bending down to assist
the colleague who had faint-
ed,” 1t added.

The injured are being
treated in hospital.

SpiceJetsaid it had secured
CCTV footage of the Incldent
from airport authorities and
handed it over to the police.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 W

Spicelet

P FROM PAGE 1

SpiceJet has informed the civil
aviation ministry about the
“murdercus assault” on s
staff and requested appropri-
dte actlon agalnst the accusad,

A Splcedet spokesperson
salil the “alrline will pursue
this matter to its fullest legal
and regulatory conclusion”,

The airline sald the army
officer was carrying two ploc-
es of cabin baggage welghing
16kg, more than double the
permitied itmitof Tkg.

He was politely informed
about the oxcess baggage and
asked to pay the applicable
charges, but the passenger
refused and forcibly entered
the aerobridge without com-
pleting the boarding process,
a clear violation of aviation
sOCUTIty protocols, Splcedot
alleged.

Ho was escorted back to the
gate by a CISF officlal, but the
passengor grow increasingly
aggressive, the alrline added.

It could not be iImmediate-
1y ascertained whether the
passenger was detained at the
alrpart aftor the Incldemnt.
Outrage in J&K
Political partles in Jammu
and Kashmir on Sundav con-
demnead the assault amd de-
manded that the army officer
e hald accountable

“This 15 gundagardi!!
This ncident took place at
Srinagar Afrport, where an
Army offlcer was seen bru-
tally assaulting SpiceJet staff
member(s), leaving him with
sertous Injuries. It 1s highly
condemnable & shamefial. The
officer must be hald account-
able.” National Conference
spokesperson Sarah Hayat
Shah posted on X.

PDP leader [tja Mufti too
demanded actlon against the
officer.

“How dare this Army of-
fcer launch a murderons as-
sault on emplovees at Srina-
gar atrport simply for refusing
oxcess cabin lnggage? His de-
momic rage left one of the vie-
tims with a spinal fracture. @
ChinarcorpsTA @adepl Please
take iImmediate action to set
an axample " sho sald In a post
mX

Additional reporting by PTI
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US FAA rings alarm bells over
unsafe RAT in Boeing models

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Operatorsof Bo-
eing 7879 and B7a7-10models
will have to check their ram
air turbine (RAT) forward fit-
tings after the US Federal
Aviation  Administration
(FaA)yproposed this to “addr-
53 the unsafe condition” fiol-
lowing reports indicating
the same “were possibly ma-
nufactured withan incorrect
titanium alloy material”.

The erstwhile Vistara
has seven Boeing 7879 air-
craft in its fleet that are now
flying for Air India,

This condition, “if not
addressed, could result in
lnss of backup hydraulic
and/or electrical power as
well as the RAT module de-
parting (snapping off) from
theairplane,” the FAA savs.

RAT i= adevice on an air-
craft used to provide emer-
gency backup power by de-
ploving into the airstream
when needed, like in case of
dual engine failure. The
RAT deploved on AT 171
which crashed in Ahmeda-
bad seconds after take-off on
June 12, The pre-merger Alr
Indiauses B787-8 variants of
Dreamliners (one of which

e

Wreckage of Air India's Al 171 flight which crashed in Ahmedaba

—.-“I -

d

on June 12, RAT was deployed before the aircraft went down

crashed in Ahmedabad) and
may not be required to
undergo this check.

"We issued guidance to
our BTET-9 and B787-10 cus-
tomers in Feb 2025 and fully
support the FAA'S proposal to
make that guidance manda-
tory. The in-service fleet can
continue  normal — oper-
ations,” Boeing =aid in a
statement to TOILon Monday

The FAA said: “The tita-
nium material that was pos-
sibly used is a Grade 1or 2
commercially pure unalloy-
ed titanium, which has sig-
nificantly reduced streng-
th, fatigue and damage tole-
rance properties.,, A RAT

forward fitting that was pos-
sibly manufactured with
the ncorrect titanium alloy
material could fail when the
RAT isdeployed.”

“The FAA is issuing this
‘notice of proposed rule
making' after determining
that the unsafe condition
described previously islike.
Ly to exist or develop on oth-
er productsof the same type
design,” itadded.

The check requires “a
high frequency eddy current
or handheld X-ray fluores-
cence spectiometer inspec-
tion of the RAT forward fit-
ting to determine the titani-
um alloy material™
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FAA flags faulty
alloy in RAT in
2 Boeing models

( perators of Boeing 7879
J and B787-10 models will
have to check their ram air
turbine (RAT) forward fit-
tings after US aviation regu-
lator FAA said these were
“possibly manufactured wi-
th an incorrect titanium all-
oy material” and “could fail
when RAT isdeployed”. RAT
isused toprovide emergency
backup power. RAT was dep-
loyed on AI 171 (B787-8),
which crashed June 12; these
aircraft may not have to un-
dergothecheck. INSIDEJACKET
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