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AAl cancels Srinagar
airport closure plan,
Omar hails decision

Srinagar: AAI Saturday withdrew its
proposed closure of Srinagar airport
on Mondays and Tuesdays from July 1-
Sept 30 and plans for a full closure from
Oct 1-16. The closure was planned for
“runway maintenance and other repa-
irs” by IAF, which operates the airfield,
reports Naseer Ganai. J&K CM Omar
Abdulah expressed gratitude to Centre
for its “prompt and positive response to
the concerns regarding the proposed
runway closure”. The two-week shut-
down was expected to impact the UT s to-
urism sector as it coincides with the pe-
ak Durga puja holiday season, a period
that typically sees a large influx of tou-
rists, particularly from Bengal.
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No full runway closure at Srinagar ~ +
airport, a relief for trade, tourism

—
Gulzar Bhat
Srinagar

Srinagar International Air-
port on Saturday announced
that there will be no full run-
way closure this year for re-
pair and maintenance work,
a move welcomed by the
tourism and  business
sectors.

Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah thanked the Centre
for withdrawing the pro-
posed closure, saving it
would spare travellers and
the tourism industry signi-
ficant disruption during the
peak rourist season.

In a post on X, the airport
said there would be no full
runway closure im 2026,

“Airport operations will
continue daily from Bamto 5
pm. Night closures for run-
way maintenance work will
continue until October,” it

said. The airport also said
the previously proposed No-
tice o Airmen (NOTAM),
which envisaged full runway
closures on Mondays and
Tuesdays, has been with-
drawn.

Airlines will continue op-
erating scheduled flights and
revise their schedules in line
with the updated operating
hours.

TRAVELLERS RELIEVED
In a separate post on X, Ab-
dullah thanked Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh and
Civil Aviation Minister Kin-
jarapu Ram Mohan Naidu for
accepring the Jammu and
Kashmir government’s re-
quest to drop the airport
closure plan,

“The proposed closure
would have caonsed signific-
ant inconvenience to regular
travellers and forced tour
groups and tourists to cancel

their planned visits,” the
Chief Minister said.

The Kashmir Economic
Alliance (KEA}, an umbrella
body representing traders,
transporters and other busi-
ness stakeholders, also wel-
comed the decision to with-
draw the proposed airfield
closure and maintain unin-
terrupted daytime flight
operations.

KEA spokesperson Clazi
Tauseef told businessline
that the decision came as a
major relief for Jammu and
Kashmir's trade, tourism
and business sectors, which
would have been severely af-
fected by prolonged disrup-
tion to air connectiviry.

“The withdrawal of the
closure plan will help sustain
tourist arrivals, business
travel and the movement of
perishable goods, all of
which are crucial to the re-
gion's economy,” he said.
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JODHPUR GETS X480-CRORE NEW AIRPORT TERMINAL

Modi launches ¥29,000-cr
revamped UDAN scheme

PRESS TRUSTOF INDIA
Jodhpur, July 4

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA
Modi on Saturday launched
the next phase of the Centre's
flagship regional connectivity
scheme, UDAN, and inaugu-
rated a new terminal building
at Jodhpur airport, marking a
major push toexpand aviation
infrastructureandimproveair
connectivity across India.

The revamped UDAN (Ude
Desh ka Aam Nagrik) scheme,
approved by the Union Cabi-
net earlier this year, entailsan
outlay of nearly ¥29,000 crore
over the next 10 years and
aims to connect more
underserved regions while
strengthening last-mile air
connectivity.

Addressing the event, Union
Civil Aviation Minister Kin-
jarapu Rammohan Naidu said
the scheme would accelerate
aviation-led development and
transform regional connectiv-
ityby expanding infrastructure
and making air travel more
accessible andaffordable.

PM also inaugurated the
new terminal building at
Jodhpurairport, developed by
the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) at a cost of T480
crore, significantly enhanc-
ing the airport’s passenger
handling capacity.

T

PM Narendra Modi with Union Civil Aviation Minister K Rammohan Naidu in Judhpur, on Saturday #m

ASSERTING THATTHE country
implemented“visionary poli-
cies” during the recent fuel
shortages amid the West Asia
crisis, Prime Minister Naren-
dra ModionSaturdaysaid that
India did not merely recover
from the unexpected chal-
lenge but positively used its
"diplomatic power"torecover
from the crisis.
Speakingafterthe inaugu-
rationofrefinery-cum-petro-
chemical complex in Balotra,
the PM added that the ruling
party'ssuccess in implement-
ing visionary policies for a

decade"playeda crucial role”.

“Thisisallunprecedented.
Indiahasmadetheright deci-
sionsat every level Accurately
assessed the crisis in time,
Devised an effective strategy.
Made balanced use of India's
resources. Indiamade positive
use of its diplomatic power.
And only then has India been
ableto recoverfrom the crisis,”’
PM said on fuel shortages.

PM Modi stated that the
Congress government from
2018to 2023 didnot cooper-
ate, and theworkremainedat
a standstill.

“Today I'm inaugurating
the refinery project here. We

i ‘Diplomatic ties helped tackle energy crisis’

signed the MoU in 2017, but
the then Congress govern-
ment from 2018 to 2023 did
not cooperate,and the work
remained at a standstill. The
country did not recover from
such an unexpected challenge
merelyby chance. The success
of the visionary policies we
havebeenimplementingfora
decade played a crucial role.
You arewell aware of my style
of functioning: we are the
oneswho also inaugurate the
projects forwhich we laid the
foundation stone,” Modi said
on fuel shortages amid the
West Asia crisis. —ANI
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UDAN next phase with Rs 29,000 cr
outlay; PM opens Jodhpur terminal

Hamza Khan
Jaipur, July 4

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Madi launched the next phase
of UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam
Nagrik) and inaupurated
Jodhpur Alrport’s New Ter-
minal Building {(NTB} in
Jodhpur Saturday.

On the occasion, Union
Minister of Civil Aviation Ram
Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu said
that the launch of the Modified
UDAN Scheme "marks the be-
ginning of a new chapter in In-
dia's aviation journey™. “Since
2016, UDAN has rransformed
the Prime Minister's vision of
'HawaiChappal se Hawal Jahaz'
into a national movement by
making airtravel affordable, ac-
cessible and aspirational for
every Indian,” he said.

Launched In October 2016,
the UDAN Scheme has oper-
ationalised 669 routes and 95
airports, heliports and water
aerodromes, covering over L66
crore passengers. This March,
the Union Cabinet had ap-
proved the Modified UDAN
Scheme with an outlay of ap-
proximately Bs 25,000 crore
over the next ten years to accel-
erate aviation-led development.

The Modified UDAN
Scheme focuses on expanding
regional aviation infrastrucmure
through the development of
100 aerodromes from existing
unserved airstrips with an in-
vestment of Rs 12,159 crore. It
also provides Rs 2,577 crore to-
wards Operations and Main-
tenance support for regional
airports, development of 200
modern helipads with an in-
vestment of Rs 3,661 crore, and
continued Viability Gap Fund-

"

PM Narendra Madi, Civil Aviation Minister K Ram Mohan Naidu and
Rajasthan CM Bhajan Lal Sharma during the inauguration of the new
terminal building of Jodhpur Airport on Saturday. r1/

ing of Bs 10,043 crore tosustain
rezional aidine operations. The
scheme also promotes the in-
duction of indigenous aircraft
and helicopters, including HAL
Dhruv and Dornier platforms,
for operations in underserved
and remote regions.

Modi also Inaugurated the
New Terminal Building at
Jodhpur Alrport developed by
the Alrports Authority of India
atacostof Rs480crore. Spread
across 23,342 square metres,
the terminal s deslgned to
handle 1500 passengersduring
peak hoursand 20 lakh passen-
gers annually. It features 20
check-in counters, advanced
security screening systems,
modern baggage handling fa-
cllities and six aerobridges, en-
suring a seamless passenger ex-
perence.

The newly developed apron
can accommodate 11.A-321 air-
craft and one ATR-72 aircraft,
while the city-side infrastruc-
ture provides parking for ap-
proximately 320 cars, the gov-
ernment said.

Kinjarapu said that the new
terminal “beautifully reflects
the rich cultural and architec-
tural heritage of Marwar. From
its roval Rajasthani facade toin-
teriors inspired by the region's
vibrant traditions, the terminal
will offer every passenger, es-
pecially visitors from across the
world, their very first experi-
ence of Rajasthan's warmth
and the spirit of 'Padharo
Mhare Desh.™

The existing terminal, with
an annual capacity of about 4
lakh passengers, had reached
saturation due to sustained
traffic gprowth. "The new facility
addresses future demand while
Incorporating sustainable fea-
tures such as energy-efficient
systems, water conservation
measures and green building
practices almed at achieving a
5-Star GRIHA rating. Architec-
turally inspired by Rajasthan's
royal heritage, the terminal
blends traditional elements
such as arches and jharokhas
with contemporary design,”
the government said.
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Modi inaugurates

new Jodhpur
airport terminal

OUR CORRESPONDENT

JODHPUR: Prime Minister
Marendra Modi on Saturday
inaugurated the new terminal
building at Jodhpur airport and
launched the modified UDAN
Scheme.

Modi arrived in Jodhpur
and was received at the airport
by Governor Haribhau Bagade,
Union Minister and Jodhpur
MP Gajendra Singh Shekha-
wat, and Chief Minister Bha-
janlal Sharma.

The Prime Minister
unveiled the inauguration
plaque by pressing a remaole
button and toured the new ter-
minal building.

He also launched the Maod-
ified UDAN Scheme. With
an allocation of Rs 28,840
crore over the next 10 years,
the scheme aims o accelerate
the next phase of aviation-led
development.

The revamped scheme
focuses on multiple strategic
componenls o ensure coamn-
prehensive and sustainable air
connectivity.

The new terminal building
at Jodhpur airport has been
developed at a total cost of Bs
480 crore. Spread over more
than 23,000 square metres, it
is designed to handle up 1o 20
lakh passengers annually:

The terminal is equipped
with modern passenger ameni-
ties to provide a seamless and
comiortable travel experience.

Architecturally inspired
by Rajasthan’ royal heritage,
the terminal blends traditional
elements such as arches and
jharokhas with contemporary
destgn.

Folk artistes presented cul-

=

A view of the newly inaugurated terminal building ot Jodhpor Airport,

in Jedhpur, Rojosthon, Saturday

]

» The PM unvellec the

incuguration plaque by
pressing o remote but-

ton and toured the new
terminal building

= The new terminal bulld-
ing at Jadhpur airport
has been developed at
a total cost of Rs 480
crore

= Spread over more than
23,000 square matres, it
is designed to handle up
to 20 lakh passengers

annually

tural performances during the
prime ministers visil to the
new terminal.

Officials said the termi-
nal would strengthen the
stale’s avialion infrastructure,
improve air connectivity, boost
tourism, expand business activ-
ities and create new employ-

ment opportunities.

The event also highlighted
the achievements and progress
of the UDAN scheme.

“The launch of this modern
terminal will ensure better ser-
vices for passengers and dgnif-
icantly bolster air connectivity
for Jodhpur. This project will
play a pivotal role in the states
economic and social develop-
ment,” according to an official

Located on the city’s out-
skirts, the terminal strength-
ens Jodhpur's position within
Rajasthans heritage triad of Jai-
pur, Udaipur, and Jodhpur, one
of India’s most-visited cultural
corridors.

Jodhpur continues to
attract global travellers for
its indigo-hued old town, the
teonic Mehrangarh Fort and
luxury wedding destinations.

¢ new infrastroe-

ture addresses rising passen-
rer demand, enabling ease of
omestic connectivity while
positioning Jodhpur to emerge
as an international destination
of choice in the coming years.
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Air India inks MoU with SIAEC to eye MRO opportunities

MUMBAI, DHNS: Air India
signed an MoU with SIA En-
gineering Company Limited
(SIAEC)on Friday toexploren
collaboration in Maintenance,
Repair and Overhaul (MRO)
that will contribute to the de-
velopment of India as a global
aviation MRO hub,

The MoU was signed by Air

India CEO and MD Campbell
Wilson, and SIAEC CEO Chin
Yau Seng, astatement said. The
aim is to deepen the partner-
ship between both parties by
tapping on SIAEC's MRO and

technical expertise to bolster

Air India’s established network
by jointly developing a world-
class MRO ecosystem in India.

This collaboration could in-
clude the potential formation
ofan MRO JVin India, serving
the needs of the Indian and re-
gional markets.

Wilson said India's rapid avi-
ation growth is driving the need
forastronger, more self-reliant
MRO ecosystem within the
country.
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Al flight aborted after dog strays onto Pune airport runway: Passengers aboard a
Jaipur-bound Air India Express flight experienced a harrowing ordeal Friday afternoon when the
aircraft was forced to abort its take-off due to a stray dog sighting on the Pune airport runway. s
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