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Passenger from Sharjah detained after he opens
emergency exit door, runs on tarmac after landing

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A passenger arriving in
Chennai from the United
Arab Emirates caused a
flutter when he opened the
emergency exit door and
ran on the tarmac on Sun-
day. As a result, an interna-
tional flight reaching the ci-
ty was diverted to
Bengaluru.

Uses evacuation slide

An Air Arabia international
flight from Sharjah landed
at the Chennai airport
around 3.45 a.m. As the air-
craft was taxiing, the pas-
senger opened the emer-
gency exit door, came out

Freak incident: |t took nearly an hour to close the slide. The
aircraft was brought to the bay around 4.45 a.m. and the passengers
disembarked. IMAGE USED FOR REPRESENTATION PURPOSE ONLY.

through the evacuation
slide, and ran on the tar-
mac towards gate no. 102,
airport sources said.

Air Traffic Control offi-

cials, who noticed the inci-
dent, raised an alert. Per-
sonnel of the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) rushed to the spot

and caught the passenger.
He was handed over to the
police. It took nearly an
hour for the aircraft team
to close the evacuation
slide. Around 4.45 a.m.,
the aircraft was brought to
the bay, and the passen-
gers disembarked, airport
sources said.

Probe launched

Officials of the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
said they had begun an in-
vestigation.

As the flight was held up
on the runway for nearly
an hour, an international
flight arriving from Lon-
don was diverted to

Bengaluru.

The Greater Chennai
Police identified the pas-
senger as Mohamed Naj-
mudeen Sherif, a native of
Pudukkottai district. He
said he was travelling with
a group of eight persons,
and he had opened the
emergency exit door to es-
cape, as he feared some-
one was plotting to attack
him. He was detained at
the airport. Officials ques-
tioned the passenger as
well as those who had tra-
velled with him.

Later in the day, the pol-
ice said the passenger was
found to be under mental
stress, and was admitted to
a hospital for evaluation
and treatment.
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Chennai

airport sees
exit breach

Chennai, May 3: Tens-
ion prevailed briefly at
Chennai International
Aldrport on Sunday after
a passenger opened an
emergency exit door
while an aircraft was
taxiing. An Air Arabia
flight from Sharjah with
231 passengers had land-
ed and was moving along
the taxiway when the
incident occurred.

A 34-year-old passenger
from Pudukkottai ope-
ned one of the emergency
exit doors, prompting the
pilot to halt the aircraft.
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Passenger opens emergency exit, jumps off moving plane at Chennai airport

E T B SIVAPRIYAN
CHENNAL DHNS

Passengers on board a Shar-
jah-Chennai Air Arabia flight
experienced harrowing mo-
ments on Sunday morning
when a 34-year-old man
opened the emergency exit
door and jumped off the air-
craft while it was taxiing after

landing at the Chennai Inter-
national Airport.

Sources in the airport told
DH that the passenger, who
hails from Pudukkottai dis-
trict in central Tamil Nadu, is
believed to have been unwell
and vomited twice during the
journey. As the aircraft landed
at the airport and was moving
slowly along a taxiway, not the

main runway, before coming to
acomplete halt, the passenger
hurriedly opened the emer-
gency exit and jumped off the
flight.

The pilot immediately
brought the aircraft to a halt
and alerted the authorities,
who arrived at the scene im-
mediately. The passenger was
apprehended by security per-

sonnel after a briefchaseonthe
raxiway.

“He sustained minor abra-
sions while jumping.” a police
officer said, adding that the
passenger was given first aid
before he wastaken toasecure
location within the airport for
questioning.

Police said they have gath-
ered that he complained of a

vomiting sensation and is be-
lieved to have vomited twice on
board. “We are interrogating
him." the officer added.
Airport officials said the
incident briefly disrupted
operations. Authorities have
launched aninvestigation into
the breach of aviation safety
protocol. The aircraft is be-
lieved to have been grounded.
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Passenger jumps from moving
flight at Chennai airport

Main Runway

Shut For Some

Time; Incident
Causes Diversion

Wenhkadesans
timesofindia.com

Chennai: A 2-venr-old man
opened the emergency exil
aned jumped from an Alr Ars-
bia Might that taxiing af-
tor B bng at Chennalalrport
eardy on Sundasy leading to clo-
sure of 1he main runway and
diversions nnd delnys of sub-
sequent flights.

CISF personne]l  chsed

TN OF EVENTS: 1) Mohamed EMrﬂMman:md Kajumudesn complains
of nausea X) He opens the emergency oxit and jumps

opened the emergency exit 1
The crow of the flight, which

Customs officials chaechied
the baggnpe of the man to see

mnd eaught the passenger, Mo-
hamed] Sheril Mohxmed No
jumudesn, who told them he
Telt umcomfortable and -

had 240 passengers, told inves-
tlgtors that the mian had
twice complained that he felt
like vorniting and msked 1o be

i e was carry ing amy contrn
band,

seafed and that's why he  seated near theemergernevex- W Quizzed for 3hrs, P 3

Man questioned for three
hours, handed over to cops

kFromP1

irport authorities questioned him for three hours be-

fore handing him over to the eity police whosaid they
d will register n case against him under the Alveraft
Actforviolating safety norms.

The Might from Shardah hsd just binded around 3 580%m
and was taxiing to the apron when the passenper; Mohamed
Sheril Mohamed Najumudesn, suddenly openesd the emer-
gency window and jumped from the aireealt. The pilot i
mediately alerted air traffic control and the flight was dis-
ablexd, € peramnne toowerealerted and they chased the
flyer down, as he mttemped tofee,

Simee the flight was disabled on the txiway, a Britsh
Adrwiys fight that was to land in the city was diverted to
Bengalurn, as the wings of the two aircraft might have
come incontsct.,

Ajrport authorities closed the main runway for anhour
Troan L 2%am to4.25am., and as a result four arrivals and one
departure wene cartiod oul on the secomdary rinway

A pilot working for another airlines sajd. on condition
of anonymity that no passenger in the right state of mind
woubd attempt to open theemergency window s it is a pun-
izhable offence. “In other couniries, he would have been
jailed by now, But hore, lnw usually takesa lenbent stand on
such issues. The pilot has no control over such inadvertent
acts, excepd sialling the (ight,” the pllot sald
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Theft at Navi
Mum airport

Navi Mumbai:Thieves
breached a high-security
zone at Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport on Friday,
stealing a mobile handset
and CCTV storage device
worth Rs 1.29 lakh from a
ramp office. The complaint
was filed by an IndiGo loa-
der. Police have questioned
workers but found no leads
vet. Sixoffences wererepor-
ted at the airport between
Feb and March.
— Umesh K Parida
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Air India board meeting on May 7

Cost-saving steps, CEO selection likely on agenda

NEW DELHI/MUMBAI,
May 3: As headwinds persist
for the loss-making Air In-
dia, 1ts board 15 expected to
discuss cost-saving plans, se-
lection of the next CEQ, fi-
nancials, and other 1ssues
during the meeting sched-
uled for May 7, according to
SOUrces.

Headwinds for the A In-
dha Group, which 1s project-
ed to have incurred more
than Rs 22,000 crore loss in
the financial year ended
March 2026, have multiphed
with the West Asia conflict.

In the midst of an ambi-
tious transformation plan, the
Tata Group-owned airline 18
also scouting for a new CEO
as incumbent and Singapore
Airlines Group veteran
Campbell Wilson will be
stepping down later this year.

The sources said the board,
chared by Tata Sons Chair-
man N Chandrasekaran, will
meet m Mumbai on May 7.

Various cost-saving meas-
ures, CEO succession plans,
financials for 2025-26 fiscal
year as well as other 1ssues
are expected to be discussed
during the meeting, the
sources said.

Tata Sons and Air India did
not offer comments.

As part of stringent meas-

ures to save costs amid spi-

ralling jet fuel prices, Air In-
dia is mulling unbundling
meals from tickets as well as
lounge access for business
class travellers.

With the unbundling plan,
the airline will be able to of-
fer a different fare category
where passengers do not
prefer to have meals. Simi-
larly, the business class pas-
sengers will have the option
to choose lounge access, the
sources said.

They also stressed that
these measures are only be-
ing mulled and a final deci-
sion has not been taken on
whether to go ahead with it.

Airspace restrictions in the
wake of the West Asia con-
flict have forced the airline
to take longer routes for
many international destina-
tions, which is also resulting
in increased fuel burn.

The board 1s also expect-
ed to discuss the selection of
the next CEO for the airline,
in which Singapore Airlines
has a 25.1 per cent stake.

Various names, including
that of Air India and Singapore
Airlines executives as well as
possible European candidates,
are doing the rounds for the
next CEO position.

One of the sources indicat-
ed that there could even be
the possibility of having a
joint MD or CEQ.

Apart from Chandrasekaran
and Wilson, Singapore Air-
lines CEO Goh Choon Phong
and four others - Sanpiv Me-
hta, Alice Vaidyan, PR Ramesh,
and PB Balaji - are members
of the Air India board.

On May 1, Wilson told staff
that the airspace and jet fuel
price situation remains ex-
tremely challenging.

... massive rise in jet fuel
prices which, together with
airspace closures and longer
flying routes, has caused
many of our international
flights to become unprofita-
ble to operate,” he had said
in a message.

While cuts in international
flights happened in April and

18 continuing in May, Wilson
had also said the situation
leaves the airline with no
choice “but to further trim
schedules for June and July".

“We very much regret the
disruption to our customers’
plans and our crew’s rosters,
and hope that the Middle East
situation settles - and the
Strait of Hormuz opens -
sopon so that we can get back
to a more normal state,” he
had said.

According to him, the prof-
itability of domestic flights
has also been sigmficantly af-
fected, but to a lower degree
due to the government's lim-
itation of the domestic fuel
price rise to 25 per cent.

“To partially compensate
for the huge spike in costs,
we have increased airfares
and imposed fuel surcharges
but, understandably, these
higher awrfares impact cus-
tomer demand, so we can
only raise fares so far before
people decide to stay home,”
he had said.

On April 26, Air India, In-
diGGo, and Spice]et told the
government that the coun-
try's arrhne industry 1s un-
der extreme stress and on
the verge of “stopping oper-
ations”, as they sought revi-
sion 1n jet fuel pricing and fi-
nancial support. — PTI
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Foreign airlines trim India flights as fuel costs rise

are thinking twice before

Anessh Phadris booking trips” sald Anil

ek b

Intermational alrlines, In-
cluding those from Australia
and itand, are reducing
their flights o India amid
soaring jet fuel prices.

While Ausrralia’s Cantas
ig ey ily suspendi
flights berween Sydney an
Bengaluru  between L
anﬁ]ﬁmﬁb—eni mﬁh
Aska Is curting fights to mul-
tiple Indian citbes.

Crantas sald it contlnoes o
take action to mitigate the
impact of the conflicx in
‘Wizst Aska thar has Increased
fuel cosrs.

While it has redeploved
capacity to Europe to carer to
the travel demand, the air-
lise has reduced flights to [n-
dla. Qantas has also reduced
frequency on domestic and
Wew Zealand roares.

AlrAsia Thafland s sus-

ROUTE RESET. While Australia’s Jfartas is termporariy
suspending fiights betwesn Sydney and Bengalsru, Thai Airfsis s
cutting Flights to multiple indian cities

midi lirs. from Phoker
E mﬁﬁ and Kochl, be-
sides cancelling flights 1w
orher Indian cirses.

Owverall, Thai Abrasia has
cur capacity by 30 per cent.
On ﬂdﬂw hlltn?mdnnp‘a_lr side,
the cuts primarily impact In-
dia, where elevated prices
have reduced s abilicy to of-
fer low fares, the airline sakd.

Domeste and  nrerna-
tonal carrlers have intro-
doced or hiked fuoel suor-
charged ©o cover up the
increase in fuel prices.

While the price hike for
scheduled domestic flights is
lirdred to 25 per cent, jet fuel
for international flights mow
costs double of the March
level

As such travel demand too
ls uncertain and popular
Sowth-East  Asian  routes
haven't seen a pickup. This
has resulted in Alr India Ex-
ﬁ!l‘éﬂ- reducing  flights o

‘halland in May.

“Demand  for  interma-
thomal  ledsure travel has
slowed dowmn, and customers

Kalal, Viee-President of the
Travel Agents Federation of
India

AICUTS FREQUENCY

Abr India I8 reducing fre-
quency an some Enrope and
North Americasectors by 10-

12 ]j-ar cent o mirigate the

On the East Asfa side, re-
duction s planned on the up-
GO Mumibal-Tolvo
route kn Juky.

In a staff email on Friday,
Alir India CEXO and Managing
Director Wilson
sald the airline had cur
flights in April and May ag
rising fuel costs made the op-
erations unproficable.

“The a s and jet-fuel
price situation remalns ex-
tremely challenging, leaving
us with no cholee but to fur-
ther trim schedules for June
and Juby," Wilson said.
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HC nixes SpiceJet’s
review petition over
payment to Marans

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mew Delhi, 4 May

The Delhi High Court on
Monday dismissed pleas by
Spicelet and its promoter
Apay Singh seeking a review
ofan earlier order to deposit
144 crore in connection
with its legal dispute with
media baron Kalanithi
Maran and Kal Airways.

Justice Subramonium
Prasad also imposed cost
of 50,000 on the airline
and Singh.

"Dismissed with cost of
Fso000" the judge said
while pronouncing the
verdict.

On January 19, the court

had directed Spicelet and
Singh to deposit T144 crore
with the registry within six
weeks against an admitted
liability of ¥104 crore. On
March 18, time to make the
deposit was extended by
fourweeks.

Singh and his budget
airline sought reconsider-
ation of the March 18 direc-
tion on several counts,
including financial distress
amid the ongoing war in
West Asia.

Splcelet Instead offered
a commercial property in
Gurugram as security and
informed the cowrt that the
Centre was willing to offer it
SOIME ASSistance.
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IndiGo's head of
global sales Vinay
Malhotraresigns

IndiGo's Head of Global Sales Vinay
Malhotra on Monday resigned to pursue
opportunities outside the aitline. Malhotra
will step down from his position and be
refieved of his duties effective at the close of
business hours on July 3, IndiGo said in a
regulatory filing. He is part of the leadership
team af the country's largest airdine, which
has seen top deck changes in recent times.
"Aftercareful reflection on my career and my
next professional and personal phase, and
further to our discussions, 1 have decided to
step down from the position of Head of
Global Sales” Malhotra said in his
resignation letter addressed it IndiGo
Managing Director Rahul Bhatia. BTl
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Passenger jumps off taxiing plane in Chennai

T.SUDHEESH AND
P.AJEBARAJ | DC
CHENNAI, MAY 3

Creating a panic situation,
a passenger jum an
Air Arabia flight which
arrived in the Chennai air-
port from Sharjah early
Sunday morning and was
taxiing from the runway
toward Bay 25, where it
was scheduled to park.The

aireraft landed around 3:25
am with 217 passengers.
Suddenly, a passenger
identified as Mohamed
Nizamudeen Sherif (30), a
native of Pudukkottai.
opened the emergency exit
door and jumped out.

This caused panic both
inside the aircraft and
across the airport premis-
es. An emergency alert
was immediately sounded

in the runway area.
Security personnel rushed
to the scene and swiftly
surrounded and appre-
hended the passengerDue
to the incident, the aircraft
was halted on the taxiway
instead of reaching its des-
ignated parking
bayMeanwhile, a British
Airways flight from
London with 284 passen-
gers could not land in

Chennai as the taxiway
was occupied by the sta-
tionary aircraft and was
diverted to Bengaluru. It
returned to Chennai later
and its scheduled depar-
ture to London at 5:35 am
was postponed to 9 am.
Senior airport officials,
security personnel, and
central intelligence
authorities rushed to the
spot.
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Air India to hold board
meeting on May 7

NEW DELHI/MUMBAI, PTI

s headwinds persist for the

loss-making Air India, its board

is expected to discuss cost-sav-
ing plans, selection of the next CEQ,
financials, and other issues during the
meeting scheduled for May 7, accord-
ing to sources.

Headwinds for the Air India Group,
which is projected to have incurred
more than Rs 22,000 crore loss in the
financial year ended March 2026, have
multiplied with the West Asia conflict.

In the midst of an ambitious trans-

formation plan, the Tata Group-owned
airline is also scouting for a new CEO
as incumbent and Singapore Airlines
Group veteran Campbell Wilson will
be stepping down later this year.

The sources said the board, chaired
by Tata Sons Chairman N Chandrase-
karan, will meet in Mumbai on May 7.

Various cost-saving measures, CEO
succession plans, financials for 2025
26 fiscal year as well as other issues are
expected to be discussed during the
meeting, the sources said.

Tata Sons and Air India did not offer
comments.
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IndiGo Ropesin
Former Airbus
Exec for Al Push

Arindam Majumder &
Prachi Verma

New Delhi:IndiGo has hired Jo-
chen Hoesch, a former head of ar-
tificial intelligence st Airbus, to
lead AT, data and analyviics opera-
tioms at India’s largest airline,

Hoesch's appointment comeess al
atime when the doemestic aviation
industry is sharpening its focus
on Al to enhanee efficiency amid
pressure on operating costs espe
cially high jet fuel prices.

Underlining the importance of
the senior executive hiring, Indi-
Go, which has about 60% share of
India’s domestic market, said the
adrlimve s strengthening (s data,
snalytics, and Al Iinfrastruchine.

The akrline’s management in s
commentary had repeatedly men
thoned using its ensh reserves to o
il digital infrastructure for beco
ming future resdy.

“As we move forward in oo
growth journey, we continue to in-
vist in building a robust data hub
aned doeploy Aldriven technologi
es, toenhance efficiency across all
arvas of operations and deliver a
more seamless experience fo our
customaenrs,” sald an IndiGo spole
Sperson,

Indlias av latban inchast £y hats b
en ||'||:r|,~_:l,~.!|r|g|y simg Al to sup
port business growth. Airlines
and airports are working to deve-
lop new Al capabilities that could
mizke flvingeasier for passengers
Carriers are also using the tech-
nology to reduce costs and stre-
amline operations, including sa-
ving fuel

Although most af the airlines
are developing their independent
programs, & successful inmova-
tion hy any carrier could posaibly
becomean industry standard

Expertssaid search mandates in
this sector for Al specialists have
risen inthe last few months.
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Financial losses, legal setbacks and lease exits deepen operational strain

Spicejet falls behind Akasa as fleet shrinks amid crises

HEADWINDS INTENSIFY

E Spiceet & now operating just 21
lun:rzll1 dawi fram 33 in December
and well below Akosa's 38 alreraf

mienis expire and aircraft are
ret e expunl iz the alrline's
depedence onshort-temm we
leasbryg o sust ain operations,
The tmmediate trigeer han

® The aifine has descrbed | @ its accumulated
the nebwork adjust rents losses are
astemparany and saysitls | estimated at over
targeting a fleet of 55-60 | ¥8 400 crore,
by the winter schedule | while current

been the return of mubtiple
leased abroraft. Over the fraat
fowrweeks the althnehas rede
Hvered wweral Boeing 737
Bl takrn on wrt lease frirm

Imbilities oxcoed
| assets

foreign opemio rsand remrned
three Hnrlnr; TIT-BEMAK abr
craft leased from Ascend Afr
ways following the Eessor's
s trdown. vwet:leased fleet

luax pediscesdd from 13 abreralt fo
inwn_-:h.:lrrl:r I||11IIn'|Eﬂ'r.1|I
abie capadiy

Nehimd the fleet comtrarc
thon lles s prolonged period of
financial siraun The airline lus
reported widening losses in
recend cpuarters bnclod ng a net
losy of abant €611 crore in
liahe-Seprember aloageils 2
dedine i rrvenue, ksacorm
lated lossss are estimaied ai
ver BH GO0 crore, widle cur
rent Habilities exceed assety,
prcngetin |{1II.I.I.|III1IH:II"IE st
toiflagconoorns overits abiity
tovenastioiie ata rﬂ!hLHmlﬂnl’.
These constmints havelimited
itx abillity Lo secure long-term
lesen, forcing relianoe on mst

Hes and lees stabils wet - 1o ase
II'F-'IL'I.EmIrﬂ'Il!

Logal dispues have added
to the stram. The amctine has
faced multiple proceedings
from aincraft amil Fgine
lessors over unpaid does, at
thnmes pestltbeg in grounding
af planes, It has also been
mvabved in a long-unning
dispute with former pro
maoter Kalanithi Maran and
Kal Airweaws, alonguide oves
seas rulings requiring pay
mems 1o s mers These cases
have pedodically disrupted
wperations  am affecied
lessorconfidence.

Contmued on Page 7

Spice]et falls behind Akasa as fleet shrinks

DOFERATICNALLY, THI
IMPALT s wisible acmus the
etk Spicejed b cut fiaght
frequendcies 30D s majormens
rrruled. The airiloes bl sarliey
shut operations it several sa
tions, including Ayodiya, Port
Hlasr, Hamgkok Phuket amd
Udakput lnternational epera-
tions fave becnsaled Backto
Dubal and  Sharjal, while
domestic omnest Wity oomtm
s wi th fiswer departures,
When |.'|:rr|L.1rt|-d_.u!1'|1||:|-]rt
spulrsperson said snoe gl rerafit
had been retirned nlkrwing
thee completion of lease terms
anel that the aldine remaliain
discussions with exusting and

prospective lessors for frosh
indiction. The spokesparan
added that & recent fundmdse
Has st reiigthened Hijidiny dod
supports efforts to stabilise

opemtions, with anoties capk
tal miseundes consbleration
Indhumtry esecuthees said the
akillss i nf oeused om allgr -
g @paaty with availabbe air

craftand maintainingschedule
relinhility. Spécelet  has
descritres] the niet varrk ot -
mests asclibrared amd tempo
rary and ls targeiing A Tleet of
5560 aircmft by the winter
schedule through e bulue-
tirms and - the rewival of
i kiR galagses

Whether that  mweovery
matetalises will depend onits
.'|I.1:I|I|.':f|:|'| T I.'.'IFI11..I|| resnbhr
disputesand mbiulld lsseor con
fidenee. For now, the shrinkage
in flem_which places & bdowa
nwerrival, pelee s how linan-
cial and legal prewsures have
brmis Latese] bt opewatiarial oo -
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Air India board to review costs, CEO search

The board of Air India,

chaired by N
Chandrasekaran, will convene
on May 7 to deliberate on key
strategic issues, including
cost-saving initatives, CEO
selection and financial results
for FY26, sources said.

The Tata Group-owned car-
rier Is estimated to have
incurred losses exceeding
22,000 crore in the financial
year ended March 2026. The
simation has been aggravated
by the ongoing West Asia con-

flict, which has led to alrspace
restrictions and longer flight
routes, increasing fuel con-
sumption and operating costs.

To counter spiralling
expenses, Air India is explor-
ing measures such as unbund-

Names from Air India,
Singapore Airlines, and
Europe emerge as
contenders for the next
CEOrole

ling meals from tickets and
offering optional lounge
access for business class pas-
sengers. These steps could
introduce fexible fare cat-
egories, though sources clari-
fied that no final decision has

been taken. Higher aviation
turbine fuel prices—up over
5% for international flights in
the latest revision—have
further strained operations.
The airline has already
increased fares and imposed
fuel surcharges, but rising
ticket prices risk dampening
demand.

The board is also expected to
discuss succession planning,
with current CEO Campbell
Wilson set to step down later
this year. - PTI
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UAE flight curbs easing lifts Kerala travel hopes
] = -

HD Bureau
KOCHI

Blurb: Restored air naviga-
tion could widen Gulf links
and ease fares for Kerala’s
large expatriate workforce.
UAE airspace has returned
to normal operations after
temporary aviation restric-
tions were lifted, raising
hopes of smoother Gulf
travel, fuller airline sched-
ules and possible relief
from high fares on Kerala
routes. The General Civil
Aviation Authority an-
nounced the full resump-
tion of normal air naviga-
tion across UAE airspace
after a review of opera-
tional and security condi-
tions. The move ends pre-
cautionary measures

For passengers travelling between the UAE and Kerala,

the decision is significant

e e i
that had disrupted route

planning, constrained ca-
pacity and forced airlines
to adjust schedules during
a period of regional insta-
bility linked to the Iran
conflict. For passengers
travelling between the UAE
and Kerala,

the decision is significant.
Kochi, Kozhikode, Kannur
and Thiruvananthapuram
depend heavily on Gulf
traffic, with thousands of
expatriate workers, fami-
lies, students and business
travellers  using  these
routes each

week. Any restriction on
UAE airspace or airport ac-
cess quisfk}y aﬁ'ecrtgofares.
seat availability and on-
ward connections. The
restoration of normal air
navigation does not mean
every suspended or re-
duced service will return
overnight. Airlines will still
need to rebuild schedules,
secure slots, reposition air-
craft and crew, and manage
passenger backlogs. Even
so, the lifting of restrictions
gives carriers the opera-
tional basis to restore ca-
pacity on routes that had
been limited for weeks.
India-based carriers had
been among the most af-
fected because of their
heavy exposure to Dubai
and other UAE destina-
tions. Air India

Express, IndiGo  and
Spicelet had planned sub-
stantial summer operations
into Dubai before restric-
tions reduced access. Dubai
had earlier limited foreign
airlines to one daily service
to its airports, creating con-
cern among carriers that
had already sold seats or
planned aircraft deploy-
ment around a busier
schedule. The pressure was
felt sharply in Kerala,
where Gulf connectivity is
not merely a commercial
aviation issue but a core
part of the state’s social and
economic life. Remittances,
family visits, medical travel
and employment move-
ment all rely on predictable
air links.
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Air India board meeting on May 7; cost-saving
steps, CEO selection likely on agenda

Press Trust of India
Mew Delhi’ Mumbai, May 3

As headwinds persist for the
loss-making Air India, its
board is expected to discuss
cost-saving plans, selection
of the next CEQ, financials,
and other issues during the
meeting scheduled for May
7, according to sources.

Headwinds for the Air
India Group, which is pro-
jected to have incurred more
than Rs 22,000 crore loss in
the financial vear ended
March 2026, have multiplied
with the West Asia conflict.

In the midst of an ambi-
tious transformation plan,
the Tata Group-owned air-
line is also scouting for a
new CEO as incumbent and
Singapore Airlines Group
veteran Campbell Wilson
will be stepping down later
this vear.

The sources said the
board, chaired by Tata Sons
Chairman N Chandrasek-
aran, will meet in Mumbai
on May 7.

Various cost-saving mea.
sures, CEQ succession plans,
financials for 2025-26 fiscal
vear as well as other issues

are expected to be discussed
during the meeting, the
sources said,

Tata Sons and Air India
did not offer comments.

As part of stringent mea-
sures to save costs amid spi-
ralling jet fuel prices, Air
India is mulling unbundling
meals from tickets aswellas
lounge access for business
class travellers,

With the unbundling
plan, the airline will be able
to offer a different fare cat-
egory where passengers do
not prefer to have meals.
Similarly, the business
class passengers will have
the option to choose lounge
access, the sources said,

They also stressed that
these measures are only

. RRIND ...

being mulled and a final
decision has not been taken
onwhether to go ahead with
it.

Alrspace restrictions in
the wake of the West Asia
conflict have forced the air-
line to take longer routes for
many international destina-
tions, which is also resulting
in increased fuel burn.

The board isalso expected
to discuss the selection of the
next CEO for the airline, in
which Singapore Airlines
has a 25.1 per cent stake.

Various names, including
that of Air India and Singa-
pore Airlines executives as
well as possible European
candidates, are doing the
rounds for the next CEQ
position.
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AIR INDIA SET TO
REVIEW COSTS, CEO
PLAN ON MAY 7

Press Trust of India

feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI/ MUMBAI: As head-
winds persist for the loss-making
Air India, its board is expected to
discuss cost-saving plans, selec-
tion of the next CED, financials,
and other issues during the
meeting scheduled for May 7,
according to sources.

Headwinds for the Air India
Group, which is projected to
have incurred more than
¥22,000 crore loss in the finan-
cial year ended March 2026,
have multiplied with the West
Asia conflict. In the midst of an
ambitious transformation plan,
the airline is also scouting for a
new CEO as incumbent and Sing-
apore Airlines Group veteran
Campbell Wilson will be step-
ping down later this year.

The sources said the board,
chaired by Tata Sons Chairman
N Chandrasekaran, will meet in
Mumbai on May 7. Various cost-
saving measures, CEO succes-
sion plans, financials for 2025-26
fiscal year as well as other issues
are expected to be discussed dur-
ing the meeting, the sources said.
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HC dismisses SpicelJet

review in 2144 cr row

Shruti Kakkar
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high
court on Monday dismissed
review petitions filed by low-
cost carrier SpiceJet and its pro-
moter Ajay Singh against its
earlier order directing payment
of 44 crore to Kalanithi Maran
and Kal Airways in an ongoing
arbitration dispute.

A bench of justice Subrama-
nian Prasad observed that Spi-
celet, in its plea seeking review
of the March 18 order, was

attempting to take advantage of

the outbreak of hostilities in
West Asia, which occurred
more than two years after the
Supreme Court's July 2023
direction making the 2018 arbi-
tral award executable.

The court further observed
that SpiceJet had been consist-
ently disobeying Supreme
Court's orders and that its
claims of deteriorating financial
health had remained
unchanged since the July 2023
order. It held that the alleged
change in circumstances due to
the outbreak of hostilities could
not be a valid ground for seek-
ing review and found merit in
Maran’s submissions that the
petitions were a complete abuse
of the process of law.

On March 18, the high court
directed Spicelet to deposit
F144.5 crore within four weeks
to Kalanithi Maran and Kal Air-
ways, rejecting its request to
substitute the amount with
immovable property in Gur-
gaon, an order the airline later
sought to review. This direction
was issued in an application
seeking modification of an ear-

The court called the review
pleaa complete abuse of the

process of law. MINT
lier January 19 order, under
which the court had required
the airline and Ajay Singh to
deposit ¥144.5 crore within six
weeks.

Justice Prasad in his 32-page
verdict directed the airline and
its promoter to take immediate
steps for depositing the amount.

“At the very outset, this Court
cannot lose sight that the break-
out of hostilities in West Asia is
an event that has occurred in
February, 2026, while the Apex
Court had directed the Arbitral
Award to become executable
way back on 07.07.2023. Admit-
tedly, more than two years have
gone by after passing of the
Order dated 07.07.2023. In this
view, this Court is of the opinion
that the Review Petitioners are
now attempting to take advan-
tage of an event that has taken
place more than two years after
the passing of the Order by the
Apex Court directing the Arbi-
tral Award to become executa-
ble, which cannot be permitted
in any manner whatsoever,” the
court said in the order.
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SpiceJet’s fleet

shrinks, puts global
operations at risk

With just 21 jets, the airline risks falling below
the regulatory threshold for global operations

NEW DELH|MLMEA]
pleedet s operational flect has
shrunk from 33 slrcraft at the
] of Descember (o about 20 in
early May, bringing the alrline
close tovthe minimum Uhmeshokd
required to operate infernational Dights
urtdder Incian aviation mles, Fleet couint
el chse o returns o lessors snd grounding
for malmenance.
Thieshide in Spleedet's feet comes s the
i hes-also lost grronnd b il domestic
mrked, slipping to feurth place with o
A% share in Manch. Rival Alisss Alr.with
ahout 38 aircrafi, has sroand 5% share,
while IndiGGo dominates with 3.5 % and a
Devt of over 440 slreraft, The Adr Dnadis
Group fillows with about 26.5% mearket
shire anil arounid 20 alrerafl, accondling
tor clata from the Direciorate Genseral of
Civil Aviaton IWGCAL
With just 21 pilanes, Sphoo et risks Ealling
belew thee regubatory threshodd forinter-
national operations, which requines alr-
Bmees b bearves at lesast 20 alreraft ordeploy
20'% of capaclty on demestic routes,
whechever s higher.
The Gurugram-based adrline, promosted

by Ajay Singh, now operates |8 Boelng
planes and three smaller turbo-props,
asccondingiotwo indhesiry exeoutives, Most
of the Boelng alreraft ore wet or damp-
leased, while 59alrerafl remain grounded.

Aweet lease involves leasing an alroraft
with crew, maintenance, and nsurance
provdisd by the owner, usually forshor-
termcapsecity. lma danp lemse, the lessor
provides the alreraft, fight crew, and
nxintennmnee, bt the leses airine pro-
viches thedrown caliin crew,

Spdeedet mects dl applicable reguls-
1oy repuiresnesids for intesmational opers-
tions, Thie alrfine has 5% alreraft on its Al
Operator Permit (ADF,” a company
spokesperson told Mint. The DGCA
reseordls shvow that the alrline had 53 alr-
rraft asol 2004225,

Unar focus remsanson < eadily streagih-
ening our operational Neet. We are
actively workingwith MEO (malntenance,
repair, and overhanl) parmers, OEMs
{arginal equipment monufieturers) and
lessors 1o hring grounded alreraft back
It service, " the spoesperson said.

Specelet s operational Aest has hovered
arotind 21-25 alreraft over the past year.

For enteraded version of this sfory, godo
Hvennini.com
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No financial support planned
for retailers’ fuel & ATF losses

Indian Oil Corp, Bharat Petroleum and HPCL are
incurring substantial losses on sale of petrol and diesel

OUR CORRESPONDENT

JEW DELHI: The government
ias no plans to extend finan-
tal support 1o state-owned fuel
etailers for the losses they are
ncurring on selling petrol, die-
el and aviation turbine fuel
ATEF) below cost, an official
aid on Monday.

Indian Dif Corporation
10C), Bharat Petroleum Cor-
waration Lid (BPCL) and Hin-
lustan Petrolewm Corporation
Ad (HPCL) are inearring sub-
tantial losses on sale of petrol
nd diesel after they extended a
our-year freeze on revision in
etail rates despite input crude
il prices shooting up since
he start of West Asia conllict
wer two months back. They
mvie also, for the first ime in
nore than two decades,
osting losses on jet fuel (ATF)
ince last month, as they passed
n un]}' a parl of the desired
nerease in prices needed to
iring rales al par with cost.

“There i no proposal belore
he government (o support oil

marketing companies {lor their
losses),” said Sujata Sharma,
Joint Secretary in the Ministry
of Petrodeum and Matural Gas.

While ATF ices for

domestic aifines last month
increased by 25 per cent - a
fourth of the desired increase
- there was no change in rates
this month, even though the
Erk'cs for foreign airlines were

iked by over 5 per cent. Simi-

larly, despite under-recoveries
of Rs 25-28 a litre, there has
been no increase in petrol and
diesel prices,

Domestic LPG prices were
hiked by Bs 60 per 14.2-kg cyl-
inder on March 7, but that was
nol :nuu.gh to cover all the
increased cost, and oil compa-
nies are booking under-recov-
eries or losses. The government
has, in the past, covered for
the under-recoveries on LPG
through budgetary subsidy
Support.

Sharma said there 1s no
increase in retail prices of pet-
rol and diesel, as well as domes-
e LPG, even though supplies
have been disrupted due to the
war i West Asia. Only rates of
bulk or industrial diesel, as also
commercial LPG - the one used
by hotels and restaurants - have
been increased.

The bulk diesel and com-
mercial LPG make up for only
10 per cent of the fuel, she sad.
“Every effort has been made to
proftect the consumers (by not
raising retail prices). Consumer
interest has been kept in mind

when deciding on the revision,”
she said.

At the last monthly revi-
ston in rates on May 1, the avi-
ation turbine fuel (ATF) price
for international airlines was
hiked by $76.55 per kilolitre, or
533 per cent, to 51,51 1.86 per
kL This came on top of a more
than doubling of prices for them
on April 1 to 5143531 per kL

Alongside, prices of com-
mercial LPG - the one used in
hotels and restaurants - were
hileed by Re 993 (o a record high
of Rs 3,071.50 1%-kg cylin-
der. The raies F:rIS-kgngTYL or
market-priced LPG cylinders
were hiked from Rs 549 1o Rs
B10.50 per battle.

The 5-kg FTL cylinder now
oosls just a lovwer tham the
Rs 913 rate for a 14.2-kg cylin-
der used in househald kitchens
{called domestic LPG).

Also, prices of bulk diesel,
used by industrial users like
telecom signal towers, were
increased from about Rs 137
per litre to over Rs 149 a litre.
These rates compare 1o the Rs
47 52 a litre price of diesel avail -
able at petrol pumps.

The ATF for domestic air-
lines will continue to be priced
at Bs 104,927 18 per klas state-
owned oil companies have
decided to absorb the rise in
F]uba] [uel prices Lo protect air-
ines and consumers.

Sharma said the actions of
otl marketing companies have
been to chcct inflation.
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Air India board meet on May 7, cost-saving steps & CEO selection likely on agenda

Headwinds for the Air India Group, @hich is projected to have incurred more than Rs

22,000 crore loss in F'Y26, have multiplied with West Asia conflict

NEW DELHI/ MUMBAL: As
headwinds persist for the loss-
making Air India, its board is
expected to discuss cost-saving
plans, selection of the next CEO,
financials, and other issues dur-
ing the meeting scheduled for
May 7, according to sources.

Headwinds for the Air India
Group, which is projected to
have incurred more than Rs
22,000 crore loss in the finan-
cial year ended March 2026,
have multiplied with the West
Asia conflict.

In the midst of an ambi-
tious transformation plan, the
Tata Group-owned airline is
also scouting for a new CEO as

incumbent and Singapore Air-
lines Group veteran Campbell
Wilson will be stepping down
later this year. The sources said
the board, chaired by Tata Sons
Chairman N Chandrasekaran,
will meet in Mumbai on May 7.
Various cost-saving mea-
sures, CEO succession plans,
financials for 2025-26 fiscal
year as well as other issues are
expected to be discussed during
the meeting, the sources said.
As part of stringent mea-
sures to save costs amid spiral-
ling jet fuel prices, Air India is
mulling unbundling meals from
tickets as well as lounge access
for business class travellers.

With the unbundling plan,
the airline will be able to offer
a different fare category where
passengers do not prefer to have
meals. Similarly, the business
class passengers will have the
option to choose lounge access,
the sources said.

CLOSER LOOK

» As part uf costs saving measures, Alr Indla is mulllng
unbundling meals from tickets & biz class lounge access

# With the plan, airline will be able to offer different fare
category where passengers do not prefer to have meals

» Similarly, the business class passengers will have
the option to choose lounge access, the sources said

They also stressed that these
measures are only being mulled
and a final decision has not been
taken on whether to go ahead
with it.

Airspace restrictions in the
wake of the West Asia conflict
have forced the airline to take

longer routes for many interna-
tional destinations, which is also
resulting in increased fuel burn.

The board is also expected to
discuss the selection of the next
CEO for the airline, in which
Singapore Airlines has a 25.1
per cent stake. Various names,

including that of Air India and
Singapore Airlines executives as
well as possible European candi-
dates, are doing the rounds for
the next CEO position.

One of the sources indicated
that there could even be the pos-
sibility of having a joint MD
or CEQ.

Apart from Chandrasekaran
and Wilson, Singapore Airlines
CEO Goh Choon Phong and
four others — Sanjiv Mehta,
Alice Vaidyan, P R Ramesh,
and P B Balaji — are members
of the Air India board. On May
1, Wilson told staff that the air-
space and jet fuel price situation
remains extremely challenging.

“... massive rise in jet fuel
prices which, together with air-
space closures and longer flying
routes, has caused many of our
international flights to become
unprofitable to operate,” he had
saidina message.

While cuts in international
flights h.ippened in Apriland is
continuing in May, Wilson had
also said the situation leaves the
airline with no choice “but to
further trim schedules for June
and July”.

“We very much regret the
disruption to our customers’
flans and our crew’s rosters, and
hope that the Middle East situ-
ation settles -- and the Strait of

Hormuz opens -- soon so that
we can get back to a more nor-
mal state,” he had said.

According to him, the prof-
itability of domestic flights has
also been significantly affected,
but to a lower degree due to the
government’s limitation of the
domestic fuel price rise to 25
per cent.

“To partially compensate for
the huge spike in costs, we have
increased airfares and imposed
fuel surcharges but, under-
standably, these higher airfares
impact customer demand, so we
can only raise fares so far before
people decide to stay home,” he
had said. ]
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HC junks SpiceJet’s plea to review 3144 cr

payment order in dlspute w1th Maran

PIONEER NEW SERVICE
B New Delhi

The Delhi High Court on
Monday dismissed pleas by
Spicejet and its promoter Ajay
Singh seeking a review of an
earlier order to deposit T144
crore in connection with its
legal dispute with media
baron Kalanithi Maran and
Kal Airways.

Justice Subramonium
Prasad also imposed cost of
750,000 on the airline and
Singh. "Dismissed with cost of
50,000," the judge said while
pronouncing the verdict.

On January 19, the court had
directed Spicejet and Singh to
deposit T144 crore with the
registry within six weeks

[ —

against an admitted liability of
194 crore. On March 18, time
to make the deposit was
extended by four weeks.
Singh and his budget airline
sought reconsideration of the
March 18 direction on several
counts, including financial
distress amid the ongoing

war in West Asia. Spicejet
instead offered a
commercial property in
Gurugram as security and
informed the court that the
Centre was willing to offer it
sSome assistance.

Maran and Kal Airways
opposed the review petitions,

saying the issues arising from
financial distress had already
been considered and rejected
by the Supreme Court.

The matter arises from a
dispute regarding the
non-issuance of warrants in
favour of Maran after the
transfer of ownership to Singh,
the controlling shareholder
of Spicejet.

The dispute started after
Singh took back control of
Spicejet in February 2015 amid
a financial crisis at the airline.

Maran and Kal Airways had
transferred their entire 35.04
crore equity shares, amount-
ing to a 58.46 per cent stake,
in Spice|et, to its co-founder,
Singh, in February 2015 for
just 22,
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Air India SATS inks pact to fast-track
Samsung Data Systems shipments

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbai

Gateway and cargo service
operator Air India SATS
Airport Services (AISATS) has
signed an agreement with
Samsung Data Systems India
to fast-track shipments of the
latter's products from the
multi-modal cargo hub at the
Noida International Airport.

Samsung has a manufac-
turing facility at Noida in
Uttar Pradesh, one of the
world's largest mobile man-
ufacturing clusters, produc-
ing smartphones, tablets,
laptops, and other devices.

This partnership will signif-
icantly enhance cargo effi-
ciency, providing a stream-
lined export pathway for
high-value electronics ship-
ments, further strengthening
India's position as a leading

= MR

electronics exporter with
samsung SDS playing a
pivotal role in logistics digital
transformation, AISATS said.

The strategic proximity to
samsung's manufacturing
unit will enable faster cargo
throughput, reduced transit
time, and improved access to
export markets, driving prof-
itability, it said.

The cargo hub at Noida
airport is spread across 87
acres and designed as an
integrated logistics platform,
with a 30-acre Integrated
Cargo Terminal {ICT) and a

57-acre Integrated
Warehousing and Logistics
Zone to cater to various
sectors, including pharma-
ceuticals, electronics, engi-
neering goods, and e-com-
merce. The facility has an
annual handling capacity of
approximately 255,000
metric tonnes of cargo in
phase 1 at its ICT.

“India’s role as a global
manufacturing hub, particu-
larly in electronics, requires
logistics infrastructure that is
agile, reliable, and at par with
international standards. Our
partnership with Samsung
SDS is a significant step in
enabling high-value, time-
sensitive cargo to move
seamlessly through a global-
ly benchmarked cargo
ecosystem,” said
Ramanathan Rajamani, CEO,
AISATS.
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HC junks SpiceJet plea
for review of order
to deposit 344 crore

New Delhi: Rejecting an attempt by
SpiceJet and its promoter Ajay Singh to
cite the ongoing West Asia crisis as a
ground to seek review of an earlier court
ordertodeposit Rs144 crore inconnection
with its legal dispute with media baron
Kalanithi Maran and Kal Airways, Delhi
high eourt Monday dismissed the plea.
The Delhi HC also imposed a cost of
Rs 50,000 onthe airline and Singh for dis-
obeying orders of the Supreme Court to
deposit the amount. Jus-
tice Subramonium Prasad
noted that “Atthe very out-
set, this Court cannot lose
sight that the breakout of
hostilities in West Asia is
aneventthathasoccurred
in Feb 2026, while the apex court direct-
ed the arbitral award to become executa-
bleway backon 07.07.2023... thisCourtis
of the opinion that the Review Petition-
ers are now attempting to take advan-
tage of an event that has taken place
more than two yvears after the passing of
the SC order.. which cannot be permit-
ted in any manner whatsoever. The
Review Petitioners are constantly dis-
obeying the orders of the apex court.”
SpiceJet and Singh had argued due to
the West Asia conflict all flights stood sus-
pended and that the airline is optimistic
about obtaining financial support from In-
dian govt in view of the unprecedented
hardship being faced by aviation sector,
- Abhinav Garg
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