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HC stays X1.5 cr cost on
AAI over 27-year-old suit

Urvi Mahajani
MUMEAI
The Bombay High Court has
stayed a Rsl5 crore cost
imposed on the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) by
the city dvil court for
unnecessarily involving Irish
aircraft lessor Aer Lingus 11d
in a 27-year-old commercial
dispute over unpaid airport
charges

A bench of Chief Justice
Alok Aradhe and Justice MS
Karnik, on April 25, observed
that AAI officials may have
been ‘overcautious’ in protect-
ing the authority’s interests by
adding Aer Lingus, the air-
craft owner, as a party to the
suit.

“In such circumstances,
merely because Aer Lingus
was made a party and a claim

was raised against them, it is
not sufficient to Impose
exemplary costs” the court
said.

The HC was hearing AAI's
appeal against a January 3
order of the Bombay City Civil
Court rejecting its claim
against Aer Lingus and ter-
ming the suit ‘malicious and
vexatious’. The lower court
directed AAl to pay Aer
Lingus Rsl crore asexemplary
costs and Rs50 lakh in litiga-
tion expenses under the
Commercial Courts Act. It
also ordered AAl to refund
Rs96.25 lakh wwards bank
guarantee charges over 27
vears. with 9% annual interest

AAI’ suit sought to recover
Rs271 crore in unpaid land-
ing, parking and navigation
charges from January 1995 to
March 1996, when East West

Airlines operated two aircraft
leased from Aer Lingus. AAIl
had added Aer Lingus as a
defendant along with East
West Airlines and others.

Aer Lingus argued it hadno
operations in India and had
leased the aircraft to East
West Airlines for five years
starting in 1992, The lease was
terminated due to non-pay-
ment and lack of insurance.
The company claimed nocon-
tractual relationship with AAI
and no liability for the lessee’s
dues.

The civil court accepted
this, citing AAl employees'
admissions and an earlier HC
ruling exonerating Aer
Lingus. It also noted a CAG
report that flagged AAls
acceptance of just RsL75 lakh
as security deposit instead of
the required Rsl75 crore.
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Little progress made
in runway upgrade
at IGI despite closure

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The nearly month-
long shutdown of runway 28/10
at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (IGIA) was
marked by negligible progress
on the technical upgrade that the
closure was meant for, officials
aware of the matter said, adding
that the runway is now expected
to be available for operations by
May 8.

While the Airports Authority
of India (AAI), responsible for
installing the instrument landing
system (ILS), continued its work,
officials said the airport operator
in charge of the runway lighting
system “could barely begin the
work” and will resume it during
the next shutdown in mid-June.

The runway was closed on
April 8 to uperade its ILS to CAT

THE RUNWAY WAS
CLOSED ON APRIL 8
FOR UPGRADE AND
BY APRIL 11, THE
AIRPORT BEGAN
REPORTING MAJOR
FLIGHT DELAYS

111 B standards, enabling aircraft
operations during low visibil-
ity—a frequent issue during
Delhi's winter fog.

However, by April 11, the air-
port began reporting major
flight delays, which officials
attributed to poor planning
among stakeholders and unfa-
vourable easterly winds. This
prompted civil aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu to call an
urgent meeting and pause the
upgrade. 2P6
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Little progress on runway
upgrade desplte closure

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The nearly month-
long shutdown of runway 28/10 at
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (IGIA) was marked
by negligible progress on the tech-
nical upgrade that the closure
was meant for, officials aware of
the matter said, adding that the
runway is now expected to be
available for operations by May 8.

While the Airports Authority
of India (AAI), responsible for
installing the instrument landing
system (ILS), continued its work,
officials said the airport operator
in charge of the runway lighting
system “could barely begin the
work” and will resume it during
the next shutdown in mid-June.

The runway was closed on
April 8 to upgrade its ILS to CAT
111 B standards, enabling aircraft
operations during low visibil-
ity—a frequent issue during
Delhi’s winter fog. However, by
April 11, the airport began expe-
riencing major flight delays,
which officials attributed to poor
planning among stakeholders
and unfavourable -easterly
winds. This prompted civil avia-
tion minister Ram Mohan Naidu

The runway closure significantly impacted flight operations  H1

to call an urgent meeting and
pause the upgrade.

“The AAI began work towards
installing ILS on the runway and
will continue to do so,” said an
AA[ official, requesting anonym-
ity. “The ILS consists of two
parts: alocaliser and a glideslope
or glide path. Work for the local-
iser is underway in the localiser
hut, which houses the transmit-
terand is placed outside the run-
way safety area. The glideslope is
an antenna transmitting ultra-
high frequency radio signals to

aircraft, located about 1,000 feet
from the touchdown zone. Both
pieces of equipment are posi-
tioned in a way that does not
interfere with flight move-
ments.”

Meanwhile, an official famil-
iar with the matter said lighting
system work had just begun
when the suspension was
announced. “Pipes and channels
for the lighting system were
being laid when the decision to
halt the work was taken. Since
then, efforts have focused on

resmrmg operations from the
runway,” he said.

A second official said the air-
port operator is expected to
complete restoration work and
apply for inspection by the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) by Monday evening.
“The DGCA must be notified
about the completion of restora-
tion work, which is expected on
Monday,” he said. “The DGCA
inspection may take a couple of
days, after which the runway
may be operational from May 8,
added a ministry official.

The runway is scheduled to
close again on June 15 for the
remaining upgrade work and is
expected to be fully operational
by September 15.

IGIA has four runways, the
newest operational since 2023.
Terminal 2 was closed on April
15, with its traffic—about 46,000
passengers and 270,280 flights
annually—shifted to the
expanded Terminal 1.

On April 20, Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (DIAL) posted,
X: "Runway 10/28 will be
brought back into operation in
the first week of May, with the
remaining upgrade activities
deferred for a month or so.”
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Iran-backed Houthis attack Israel’s
main airport with hypersonic missile

AGEMCIES @& Tel Aviv / New Dol

A missile launched by Iranian-
backed Houthirebels of Yemen
briefly halted flights and com-
muter traffic at [srael's main
international airport on
Sunday

The Howthis have been strik-
ing Israel throughowt the war
in Gaza In solidarity with Pal-
estinians The attack on Ben
Gurion International Alrport
came hours before [sraeli Cabi-
net ministers were set to vote
on whether to intensify mili
tary operations in the Gaza
Strip. The armed wing of Pal-
estinian Islamist group Hamas
praised the missile attack,

Houthi military spokesman
Brig Gen Yahya Sareesaid in a
video statement that the group
fired & hypersonic ballistic mis
sile at the alrport.

The Israeli military con-
firmed that the attack, which
poupged a large crater in the pe-
rimeter of Tel Aviv's Ben Gu-
rion Airport, was launched
from Yemen and had struck de-
spite “several attempts.. (o in
tercept the missile”. A photog
rapher sald the missile hit near
the parking lots of Terminal 3,
the airport's larpest, The crater
was just hundreds of metres

g s i 0

braeli security fames inspect the site whem the projectile was fired by Yemen's
Houthiz on Sunday, leading to suspension of flight services |ap

from the tarmac.

This was the first time a mis-
slle struck the airport sinee the
war began. Passengers wepe
heard velling and scrambl ing
for cover in footapge shared by
Iracli media. Air raid sirens
were sounded in multiple parts
of Israel,

In response, [sraeli Defense
Minister [srael Katz vowed ret-
ribution: “Whoever harms us,
we will harm them sevenfold.”
Israell Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu promised a
mulii-phased response to Yem-
en’s Houthis, "It's not bang,

bang and we're done, bat there
will be bangs. " he said.
Scores of flights operating
from the Ben-Gurion interna-
tional airport to different coun-
tries were cancelled. Germa-
ny's Lulthansa airline and
British Airways suspended
flights to Tel Aviv till May 7,
while Air India announced a
temporary termination of all
its operations o and from Tel
Aviv till May 6 after the diver
sion of its New Delhi to Tel
Aviv flight, carrving neary 200
passengers, to Abu Dhabi due
to the attack. P79
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DGCA asks NMIA to stop activities
which attract bird at airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B MUMBAI

pprehending bird strike threats
to aircraft due to illegal open
slaughtering of animals in the
vicinity of the Navi Mumbai
International Airport (NMIA), the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has asked the airport operator
to stop all activities which attract bird
activity in the vicinity of the project.

The DGCAs directive to the airport
operators comes in the run-up to the
opening of the NMIA where the flight
operations are expected Lo start within
a month.

Responding to a complaint by the
NatConnect Foundation — an organisa-
tion crusading for migrating flamingos,
mangroves, wetlands and biodiversity in
Mavi Mumbai, DGCAS director Amit
Gupta said: “The Aerodrome Operator
has been advised Lo take necessary steps
to stop all activities, including slaughter-
ing of animals, which attract bird activ-
ity in the vicinity of aesrodrome”.

On February 24, NatConnect
Foundation Director B N Kumar had
lodged a complaint with the DGCA

through the Prime Ministers public
grievance portal against unchecked
slaughtering of goats and chicken at
Ulwe, har::]j,-' three km from the airport
runway as the erow fies.

The Aerodrome Operator has
been advised to take necessary
steps to stop all activities,
including slaughtering of
animals, which attract bird
activity in the vicinity of
aerodrome

In his complaint, Kumar had said that
the allowing of animal slaughter within
10 km radins of any airport was a viola-
tion of the aireraft norms framed by the
DGCA.

This MGCA norm figures prominent-
ly in the Government Resolution {GR)
issued by the Maharashtra Government
while appointing the Aerodrome
Environment Management Committes
(AEMC) for the NMIA.

The City and Industdal Development
Corporation of Maharashtra Lid

(CIDCO), which heads the AEMC,
administers the Ulwe node.

“Despite repeated complaints, the
getion trom CIDCO so far has been less
than cosmetic as some shops were

demolished and they sprang back as if

with vengeance, Sanlosh Kate, president
of Ulwe city NCP (Ajit Pawar) said.

Kate has also written to CIDCO, the
Raigad district collector and other offi-
cials against the menace of open selling
of goat mutton and chicken meat, in
gross violation of all norms of hygiene.
“It is also risky in these days of bird (lu
and GBS virus threats It is shocking that
the officials have been turning a blind eve
to the blatant violations.” he said.

Fumar expressed surprise that the
DGCA had taken over two months to
respond, that too alter two reminders, on
such a eritical issue.

Initially, A X Joseph, Director Air
Safety, had informed NatConnect that the
concerns raised have been forwarded to
the Aerodrome Directorate of DGCA.

With no news of further development,
the activist sent a protest note on April
13 stating that “it is astonishing and
rather disturbing that even after two

months of alert citizens raising their voice
of concern about these illegal animal
slaughter and sale of mutton and chick-
en meat, the authorities remain uncon-
cerned as the business thrives even
today on a much-enlarged scale. And
the airport in question will soon be fune-
tional”

A local resident Karan Chawla, who
has also taken up the issue with the Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis, said about
15 to 30 goats were illegally slaughtered
daily at sector 19 in Ulwe. “I have sent
a cnmplaml to the Additional Chief
Secretary (Home) Dr [ § Chahal and
Urban Development-I1 Secretary Govind
Raj,” Chawla said.

The DGCA directive to the operator
has come as a big relief to the activists
fighting for the ban on slaughtering of
animals in the vicinity of the NMIA.

Following the ban on the slaughtering
activity around NMIA, the activists have
urged the Navi Mumbai Municipal
Corporation (NMMC) to set up a slaugh-
ter house in Navi Mumbai with strict
adherence to hygiene and other safety
norms for the benefit of non-vegetarian
food lovers.
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Halt animal slaughter near Navi Mum airport: DGCA

B B Nayak

Navi Mumbai: Amid acti-
vists’ repeated concerns over
bird strike threats to aircraft
due to illegal open slaughte-
ring of animals near Navi
Mumbai International Air-
port (NMIA), the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has instructed the
airport operatortocease acti-
vities attracting birds near
the facility. This directive is
particularly crucial as the
airport prepares to commen-
ce operations in a month.

The DGCA regulation fea-
tures prominently in the sta-
te govt's resolution establis-
hingthe Aerodrome Environ-
ment Management Commit-
tee (AEMC) for NMIA.

NatConnect Foundation
director B N Kumar lodged a
complaint via the Prime Mi-
nister’s grievance portal on
Feb 24 regarding unauthori-
sed goat and chicken slaugh-
tering at Ulwe, about 3 km
from the runway. “This is a
flagrant violation of the air-
craft norms of DGCA which
stipulate that there shall be

no slaughter of animals wit-
hin a 10 km radius of any air-
port,” Kumar stated in his
complaint.

Cidco, heading the AEMC
and administering Ulwe no-
de, has taken limited action.
Despite demolishing some
shops, they reappeared qu-
ickly, according to Santosh
Kate, Ulwe city NCP (Ajit Pa-
war faction) president. Kate
has alerted Cidco and Raigad
district authorities about un-
hygienic open meat vending.
The practice poses risks du-
ring bird flu and GBS virus

outbreaks, with officials see-
mingly overlooking viola-
tions.

DGCA director Amit Gup-
ta confirmed instructing the
Aerodrome Operator to stop
activities attracting birds.
Kumarexpressed disappoint-
ment at DGCA’s delayed re-
sponse after two months and
reminders. Following limi-
ted initial response from Air
Safety director A X Joseph,
activists and angry residents
protested on Aprl3about con-
tinuing illegal operations de-
spite imminent airport func-

tionality.

Local resident Karan
Chawla reported to the chief
minister about the daily ille-
gal slaughter of 15-30 goats in
Ulwe sector 19. The matter
has been escalated to additio-
nal chief secretary (home)Dr
I S Chahal and Urban Deve-
lopment-2 Secretary Govind
Raj.

Activists hope for action
following DGCA's interven-
tion and suggest establishing
a proper slaughterhouse in
Navi Mumbai with strict hy-
giene standards.
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Pak airspace closure: Govt forms panel
to look into potential loss of airlines

E—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

The Centre has instituted a
mechanism to look into the
potential losses that India’s
airline industry faces on the
back of Pakistan’s decision to
close its airspace for their
operations, industry sources
told businessline.

Accordingly, the Ministry
of Civil Aviation has formed
a committee to look into po-
tential losses as well as any
measures that can be applied
to mitigate the impact.

“A committee has been
formed with airline repres-
entatives as members. They
will, over a period of time, as-
sess the potential losses and
suggest measures to mitigate
them and ease operations,”
industry  sources  told
businessline.

The Pakistan air corridor
is vital for Indian airlines, es-
pecially for west-bound
flights from northern cities

like Delhi to Europe, the
Middle East, Central Asia,
and even to the US.
Consequently, the closure
has forced airlines to reroute
their flight paths, thereby ex-
tending travel time and ne-

cessitating technical
Stopovers.

Speaking to businessline,
sources in the newly-formed
committee said that feed-
back on potential losses had
been received from various
airlines. “They (airlines)
have given rough figures on
potential losses that they
might face if the closure con-
tinues for an extended
period of time,” sources said.

Last week, Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
had asked airlines to work

out a “thorough assessment”
of the impact, if the airspace
closure continues for six
months or one vyear, and
identify routes that will be
affected.

As per industry sources,
airlines have suggested sev-
eral measures, such as al-
ternate routes over Chinese
airspace. Until now, the Dir-
ectorate General of Civil Avi-
ation has relaxed the crew
rest guidelines for ultra-
long-haul flights, thereby
giving some relief to airlines.

$600 MILLION LOSS
On its part, Air India has es-
timated that if the airspace
remains closed for a year, it
may face a hit of $600 mil-
lion, and the government’s
subsidies will be required.
Meanwhile, the Centre
has instructed airlines to bol-
ster passenger “amenities as
well as handling protocols”
with immediate effect to
shield flyers from the fallout
of the airspace closure.
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Domestic airlines see steady bookings

Menth-on-menth comparison of passenger load
factor — percentage of seats filled with paying passengers
on a flight or route — of scheduled domestic aidines
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DGCA to make hull cover
optlonal for trainer aircraft

Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

The government plans to
make hull insurance optional
for trainer aircraft — a move
that will lower operating ex-
penses of pilot training
schools.

The move follows a de-
mand by the schools in the
wake of a steep increase in
insurance premia — a result
of a spate of accidents in-
volving trainer aircraft.

Currently,  Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) norms mandate pi-
lot training schools to obtain
an insurance policy that cov-
ers hull loss. Schools also
take insurance cover for in-
structors, trainees and for
third party liability.

The DGCA is expected to
invite public comments on
the proposed amendment.

LOWERING COSTS
The Association of Flight
Training Organisations
(AFTO) has welcomed the
DGCA’s move. AFTO presid-
ent HVP Singh said this will
benefit  flying  training
schools who own aircraft.
Schools which have taken
aircraft on lease would have
to take full insurance cover
based on their lease terms.
The schools can create a
capital fund to self-finance
their losses in an event of air-
craft damage or could earn
interest on the saved capital.
Singh said he believes that
making hull insurance op-
tional would lower the cost
of flying training and encour-

age students to train in India.

DGCA issued 1,342 com-
mercial pilot licences (CPL)
in 2024 — down from 17 per
cent the previous year.

Last year, AFTO wrote to
the Civil Aviation Ministry to
highlight aircraft insurance
challenges. While globally
premia account for 1-2 per
cent of the hull value, these
had increased to up to 40 per
cent for certain trainer air-
craft in India.

The association com-
plained about delays in claim
settlements and alleged that
companies were refusing to
insure legacy aircraft.

LICENSING DELAYS
In India, there are 38 flying
training schools with a com-
bined fleet of around 250
planes. Around 60-70 per
cent of the fleet comprises
20-40-year old Cessna air-
craft. Per industry insiders, a
new Cessna 172 costs 34-5
crore and Diamond DA-40
costs upwards of 5.5 crore.
“The removal of mandat-
ory hull insurance will help
reduce losses of schools. Be-
sides expensive spare parts
with forex appreciation and
high fuel costs, the industry
has to bear costs of delays in
securing RBI approval and
import and certification of
aircraft. Even the certifica-
tion of instructors can take
3-9 months. We can achieve
economies of scale and speed
up training if we implement
the DGCA’s standards of ser-
vice and cut down time taken
for approvals,” said Hem-
anth DP, CEO of Asia Pacific
Flight Training Academy.
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Global airlines reroute
flights, avoid Pak airspace

VINEETA PANDEY | DC
NEW DELHI, MAY 2

Post Pahalgam terror
attack, Pakistan had
closed its air space for the
Indian carriers in a
bid to punish its
neighbour but in
the process it is
getting a bloody
nose in the Zair
space war' Some
of the major inter-
national European
carriers like Lufthansa,
British Airways, Air
France, Swiss , LOT
Poland, ITA Italy are
found to be avoiding Pak
air space voluntarily
despite having an easy
passage over it.

In the wake of India,
Pakistan tension and
anticipating a military
action between the lw{;
0

countries, majority

W

@ Majority of
international carriers are
found to be avoiding Pak
air space leading to huge
financial loss to it in
terms of overflight.

international car-
riers are found to
be avoiding Pak
air space leading
to huge financial
loss to it in terms of
overflight fees. This can
be in the range of $60, 000
daily for 737 Boeings at
the rate of $600 per flight.
For the bigger 777 Boeing
flights this fee can be
between $1000 to $1700 per
Night.Even though the
flights to and from India
are now more costlier and
longer than before, the
international airlines are
not willing to take chance

in this peak travel season.
For its own operators, the

Indian government is
mul]im:. other shorter
alternative routes to

Central Asia, Middle East,
Europe and the United
States of America, as Air
India, Air India Express,
IndiGo, Akasa, Spicelet
rerouted their journey
after Pak air space clo-
sure. Together they oper-
ate about 100 flights a day
on international rou-
tes.As per estimate Indian
carriers are expected to
lose anvthing between 2
70 to 80 crore weekly in
this standoff situation.
Alr India has sought a
subsidy fromGovernment
for the affected interna-
tional flights till the time
overflight ban is in place
as it faces about $600m
losses if the ban stavs for
a longer period.
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Etihad Wants
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M Air India Suspends
Flights to Tel Aviv

NEW DELHI An Air India
w flight from the national

capital to Tel Aviv was

diverted to Abu Dhabi on
Sunday as there was a missile altack
near the airport in the |sraelicity
according to sources. The airline has
also suspended the Tel Aviv flights till
May 6, The attack happened less than
anhour before the Air Indla flight
Al139, operated with a Boeing 787
aircraft, was toland at Tel Aviv, the
souroes said. "Air india flight AI139
from Delhl to Tel Aviv ol 4 May 2025
wias diverted to Abu Dhabil after an
incident at Ben Gurion airport this
morning. “The flight has landed
normally in Abu Dhabi and will soon
return to Delhi," the airlinesaidina
statement. As per information avail-
able on flight tracking website Flight
radar2d.com, the flight was in the
Jordanian airspace when it was
decided todivert the flight to Abu
Dhabl, The airline said its operations
to and from Tel Aviv will remain
suspended with immediate effect till

May b (o ensure the salety of its
customers and staff.
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Air India halts
Tel Aviv flights
till Tuesday

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Hew Delhi, May &

AHAIRINDIA flight from the national
capital toTel Avivwas diverted toAbu
Dhabion Sunday as there was a mis-
sile attack near the airport in the
Ismdicity, according to sources.

The airline hasalso suspended
the Tel Aviv flights till May 6.

Theattack happenedlessthanan
hour before the Air India flight
All139,opemted witha Boeing 7 87
aircraft, was to land at Tel Aviv, the
sources sakd.

"Air India flight A1139 from
Delhi to Tel Aviv of 4 May 2025
was diverted to Abu Dhabi after
an incident at Ben Gurion airport
this morning. *The flight has
landed normally in Abu Dhabi and
will soon retum to Delhi"theairline

Air India halts Tel Aviv
flights till Tuesday

Theaidine said itsopemtions to  to Delhi has been cancelled for
and from Tel Aviv will remain  Sunday.Ai rtraffic to the Tel Aviv
suspended with immediate airport was briefly suspended
effect till May 6 to 3 after a missile
ensurethesafetyof  Passengershaving  jaunched from
its customers and tickets for Al Tel Yemen |landed

staff. As per infor- Aviv flights near the Tel Aviv
matimavailableon between May L&  airport. Passen-
fight trackingweb- iy heoffereda  Bo having valid
site Righ- E : tickets for Air
tradar? 4.com, the one-time waiver India’s Tel Aviv
flightwas inthe Jor- —— flights between

danian  airspace Mayd and 6willbe

whenitwasdecided todivertthe  offered a one-time walver on

flight to Abu Dhabi, rescheduling or full refunds for
Adrindia'sflightfrom TdAviv - cancellation Ar Indiasaid,

Israeli secunty forces inspect the skte where the military said a projectile fired by Yemen's Houthi rebels said in a statement,

landed in the area of Ben Gurion International Airport near Tel Aviv on Sunday ar

Continved on Page 5
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Chennai flight searched in
Colombo over alert on
Pahalgam terror suspect

Meera Srinivasan
R. Sivaraman
COLOMBO/CHENNAI

A flight from Chennai that
arrived in Colombo on Sa-
turday was subjected to a
detailed security search,
following information from
Indian authorities that a
suspect linked to the Pahal-
gam terror attack could be
among the travellers, the
Sri Lanka Police said.

All passengers, includ-
ing transit passengers,
were thoroughly screened,
and no one with the identi-
ty provided by Indian auth-
orities was found, a top Sri
Lankan official told The
Hindu.

In a statement issued on
Saturday, Sri Lankan Air-
lines, the island’s national
carrier, said flight UL-122,
which arrived in Colombo
from Chennai at 11.59 a.m.,
was subjected to “a com-

Security check: All passengers
were thoroughly screened, an
official said. FILE PHOTO

prehensive security
search” upon arrival. “This
was carried out in coordi-
nation with local authori-
ties following an alert from
the Chennai Area Control
Centre regarding a suspect
wanted in India who was
believed to be on board,”
the statement said.

Pre-planted explosives

At Chennai, tense mo-
ments prevailed among of-
ficials after the Chennai
Airport Director received a
mail claiming that five ter-

ror operatives were aboard
a Sri Lankan Airlines flight
bound to Colombo with a
plan to activate pre-plant-
ed explosives in Chennai
airport.

The mail was received at
9.55 a.m. on Saturday,
claiming that five men on
the the Sri Lankan Airlines
flight UL-122 were Lashkar
operatives. “Their real
plan was to activate pre-
planted explosives in
Chennai airport... Trigger
method hidden signal via
mobile phone,” said the
mail. The airport authority
immediately alerted the
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) and local pol-
ice to the threat mail.
Sources said by the time of
receipt of the mail, the
flight had departed and
was midway. Immediately,
the Area Control Centre
(ATC) and the authorities
in Colombo were alerted.



WA 12 '

AIRPORTS AUT HC‘RITY UF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHI 5 MAY 2025

DRUNK PASSENGER
MOLESTS CREW
MEMBER ON
FLIGHT TO SHIRDI

MUMBAL: An air hostess was
allegedly molested by a drunk
male passenger on a Delhi-
Shirdi flight in Maharashtra,
police said on Sunday.

The accused was appre-
hended after the IndiGo flight
landed at Shirdi airport on Fri-
day afternoon.

The police officer said the
passenger touched the air host-
ess inappropriately near the toi-
let of the flight.

The air hostess alerted her
crew manager, who, in turn,
informed security personnel
after the flight landed at the
Shirdi airport, the officer said,
adding that the passenger was
taken into custody.

He was escorted to Rahata
police station where a case of
molestation was registered. His
medical examination confirmed
that he had consumed alcohol.

The official said the accused
was served a notice by Rahata
Police. PTI
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AIR INDIA, OTHER
AIRLINES SUSPEND
FLIGHT OPERATIONS
T0 ISRAELS BEN
GURION AIRPORT

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Indian, US and
European airlines have sus-
pended flights to Tel Aviv fol-
lowing a Houthi missile attack
near Israel's Ben Gurion airport
on Sunday,

Earlier in the day, an Air
India flight from Delhi to Tel
Aviv had to be diverted to Abu
Dhabi following the missile
attack. The flight, AI 139, that
was believed to be an hour away
from Tel Aviv landed safely.
Later in the day, the airline sus-
pended its operations to the city
until May 6.

Other airlines like Delta, Rya-
nair, Air France, Lufthansa,
United too cancelled their
flights to Tel Aviv. SWISS Air-
line said that it has suspended
flights to Tel Aviv until and
including May 6.

An Air India spokesperson
said, “Air India flight AI139
from Delhi to Tel Avivon May
4, 2025 was diverted to Abu
Dhabi after an incident at Ben
Gurion airport this morning,.
The flight has landed normally
in Abu Dhabi and will soon
return to Delhi.

“Consequently, our opera-
tions to and from Tel Aviv will
remain suspended with imme-
diate effect till May 6, 2025, to
ensure the safety of our custom-
ers and staff. Our staff on
ground is assisting customers
and helping them with alterna-
tive arrangements.”

The airline also extended
help to passengers booked
between the two destinations
till May 6.

“Customers booked on our
flights with valid tickets
between May 4 and 6, 2025 will
be offered a one-time waiver on
rescheduling or full refunds for
cancellation.

“We would like to reiterate
that at Air India, the safety of
our customers and crew
remains top priority,” the Air
India spokesperson said.
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HOUTHIMISSILE ATTACK ON ISRAELI AIRPORT FORCES AIR INDIA DELHI-TEL AVIV FLIGHT TODIVERT TO AEBU DHAEI

Air India suspends Tel Aviv flights till May 6

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI MAY 4

AMISSILE attack on Tel Aviv's Ben
Gunon International Airport
forced an Air India light from
Delhi to Tel Aveyv to divert toAbu
Dhabiinthe United Arab Ermirates,
and will be returning to Delhi
from there In view ol the nadent,
the Tata group aidine has sus-
pended services to and from the
Israedi city til Tuesday (May 61
Acconding to international
media reports, a balhstic missile
launched by Yermen-based Houthi
mulitia hit the perimeteral the Ben
Courion Intemational Airport—the
busiest arport in lsrael—leaving a
few people injured The Houthis,
while claiming responsibility for
the aack, alsoreportedywamed
airlines that the Tel Aviv airport

The site at Ben Gurion
International Airport near
Tel Aviv,in Israel, wherea
projectile fired by Yemen's
Houthi rebels landed. AP

was not safe for ravel. The
Houthis have been launching at-
tacks agains lsraed over the latter's

ONLY INDIAN AIRLINE
WITH FLIGHTSTOISRAEL

B Air Iindia isthe only
Indian airline that
operates flights to
Israel

EThecarrier had
resumed its Delhi-Tel
Avivdailyservice on
March 2 this year

B Theservice had been

sus pended early August
of last year amid a flare-
upin tensions between

Israeland Iran

military offensive inGaza,
Sunday moming's attack ledto
a brief suspensionof fight opera-

tions at the Tel Aviv airport, lead-
ing tosomeof the fights beng di-
verted io otherairports.Air India’s
flight AN39 from Delhi mw Tel Ay
wias among the fights that had to
be diverted. According to flight
tracking dat, the flight—being op-
erated with a Boeing 787 —was in
Jordanian airspace and about an
hour away from Tel Aviv when it
whas diverted 1w Abu Dhalba,

“Adr India flight Al139 from
Delhi o Tel Aviv of 4 May 2025
wias diverted to Abu Dhabi after
an incident a Ben Gurionairport
this morning The fight has
landed normally in Abu Divabi and
will soon return to Delhi.
Consequently, our operations to
and from Ted Avivill remiain sus-
pended withimmediate effect till
6 May 2035, to ensure the safety
of our customers and stafl, Our
staff on ground is assisting cus-

tomers and helping them with al-
ternative arrangements,” an Air
India spokesperson said

“Customers booked on our
Might<withvalid tickets between
4 and 6 May 2025 will be offered
aone-time waiver on reschedul-
ingor full refunds for cancellagon.
Wewould like 1o reiterate that a
Air India, the safety of our cus-
tomers and crew remains top pri-
ority,” the arline's spokesperson
added. Air indiais the only Indian
airline that operates flights to
lsradl The camier had resumedits
Delhi-Tel Aviv daily service on
March 2thisyear, The service had
been suspended eary August of
last year amid a flare-up in ten-
sions between Braeland Iran The
months priorio that had also seen
the flight being suspended for
varying periods due to the re-
ponalconflet
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Air India’s Delhi-Tel
Aviv flight diverted

n Air India flight from New Delhi to Tel
Avivwas diverted to Abu Dhabi on

Sunday due to a missile attack near the

Israeli airport, people aware of the matter said.

The aidine has also suspended the Tel Aviv
flights till May &. The attack happened less
than an hour before the Air India flight AII39,
operated with a Boeing 757 aircraft. was to land
at Tel Aviv and was in the Jordanian airspace
when it was decided to be diverted

Those with Tel Aviv tickets between May 4
and 6 will zet a one-time rescheduling waiver
or full refunds for cancellation, Air India zaid.pi
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Al temporarily
terminates ops
to Tel Aviv

EXPRESS MEWS SERVICE 5 Mew Delni

AIR India on Sunday an
nounced atemporary terming
tion of all its operations to and
from Tel Aviv till May 6. This
follows the diversionof its New
Delhi-Tel Aviv Oight, carrying
nearly 200 passengers, o Abu
Dhabi due to a missile attack
near the Tel Aviv airport.
Flight Al 139, a Boelng 787
aircraft, departed from New
Delhi at6. 13 am on Sunday, and
was slated to reach Ben Gurion
International Airport. It was
fying through Jordan and was
just over an hour from reach-
ing its destination when the di-
version happened, reveals
tracking data from [light track-
ing website Flightradar24.com
The Oight will return to Delhi,
sald Alr India in a statement.
An Al spokesperson said,
‘Wir India Night AT139 from Del
hi to Tel Aviv of 4 May 2025 was
diveried to Abu Dhabi after an
incident at Ben Gurion airport
this morning. The Might has
landed normally in Abu Dhabi
and will soon return to Delhi”
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Air India flight faces near missile miss

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE/AGENCIES B New
DeethifTel Awviv

n Air India flight from Delhi to Tel
A."‘wiv was diverted to Abu Dhabi on

Sunday after a missile attack near
the Ben Gurion Airport in the Israeli city.
The missile attack happened less than an
hour before the Air India light ATI39 was
to land at Tel Aviv. Subsequently, Air India
ights to and from Tel Aviv have been sus-
pended till May 6.

According to reports, a missile launched
by Yemens Houthi rebels on Sunday,
struck near Israel's Ben Gurion
International Airport, the busiest airport
in Israel, leaving a 25-metre-deep gaping
crater. The missile reportedly bypassed
four layers of air defence and hit a grove
adjacent to an access road within the air-
port’s perimeter — one of the eountry’s
most sensitive zones — crealing a 25-meter
deep crater. Al least eight people were
injured in the attack.

The Houthis, while claiming responsi-

bility for the attack, also reportedly warned
airlines that the Tel Aviv airport was not
safe for travel. The Houthis have been
launching attacks against Israel over the lat-
ter’s military offensive in Gaza.

In a video message posted shortly after
the attack, Israel Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanuahu said, “We operated against
them in the past and we will operate in the
future”. “Its not ‘bang — that’s it, but there
will be bangs”

Metanyahu, in his video message, said
that his cabinet would discuss the next
stage of the Gaza offensive this evening,

firming that the military campaign is
aimed at “defeating Hamas” “We are
focused on two missions,” he said. “One,
to bri ng our hostages back. Twao, to defeat
Hamas. Hamas will not remain — you
have to understand this,” the Tsraeli Prime
Minister said, adding, “Tn wars, you reach
a decision — victory.

This was the first time a missile struck
the airport since the war began in October
2023, as most attacks from Yemen have

been intercepted by Israel’s missile defence
systems. Mu]llp]:: international airlines,
including Air India, cancelled Mights to Tel
Aviv following the incident

According to information on the light
tracking website Flightradar24 com, the
flight was in Jordanian airspace when it
was diverted to Abu Dhabi. Air India said
that the flight landed normally in Abu
Dhabi and will soon return to Dethi.

“Air India flight AI139 from Delhi to Tel
Aviv of 4 May 2025 was diverted to Abu
Dhabi alter an incident at Ben Gurion air-
port this morning. “The flight has land-
ed normally in Abu Dhabi and will soon
return to Delhi)” the airline said in a state-
ment. Later the aidine operator announced
that all flights 1o and from Tel Aviv will
remain suspended tll May 6. “Consequent
to developments in Tel Aviv this morning,
our operations to and from Tel Aviv will
remain suspended with immediate effect
tll 6th May 2025, to ensure the safety of
our customers and stafl,

Continuad on ¥ P2

Air India flight faces near missile miss

Continuod from 3> P Our colleagues on
ground are assisting customers and help-
ing them with alternative arrangements.

Customers booked on our flights with
valid tickets between 4th and 6th May
2025 will be offered a one-time waiver on
rescheduling or full refunds for
cancellation,” it said.

Air India is the only Indian airline that

operates flights to Israel. The carrier had
resumed its Delhi-Tel Aviv daily service
on March 2 this year. The service had
been suspended early August of last year
amid a ffare-up in tensions between Lsrael
and Iran.

Several people at the airport posted
videos that showed a plume of black
smoke visible from a passenger terminal.

Several videos showed smoke behind
parked aircrafl and airport buildings.
Videos of the site also showed that the
missile hit a connecting road inside the
perimeter of the airport, with some
debris scattered on adjacent roads. Later,
Lufthansa Airlines also announced sus-
pension of all Tel Aviv Dlights till May &
after the airport attack.
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Summer airfares from Ahmedabad skyrocket

SOARING
ARES

Some Destinations
See Over 100%
Jump In Tkt Prices

Miyati.Parikh2timesaflindia.com

Ahmedabad: Planning a last
miniite escape from the scat-
hing Ahmedabad summer?
Brace voursell for sky-high
airfares. As schools shut and
familiecs prepare for long-
overdue holidays, ticket pri-
ces from Ahmedabad to vaca
tion hotspots have soared
with some destinations see
ing more than a 100% jwmp
when booked two weeks inad
Vance,

According to current fare
data for{ravel between May 18
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“Esimabeg rouisinp
Fares on May 3. for
et on May LB

and May 24, bookings made
on May 3 reveal staggering
spikes up to 134 %, For instan-
ce, Bagdogra, the gateway to
the North-East and hill towns

like Darjeeling, tops the st
with a 134 % hike as fares have
rocketed from Rs 14,000 to Rs

32,780,

Surprisingly, despite the

recent terror attack, round
trip to Srinagar cosiz up to s
23.750 per person against the
routine fare of Rs 13.000. In-
dustry sources sald that Sri-
nagar airfare has corrected
from the level of Rs 42,000 per
person for a return direct
Night.

Similarly, a trip to Dehra-
dun, a favourite among those
heading to Musscorie or Ris-
hikesh, now costs R& 17415, up

5% [rom the average non-ho-
liday tarrif of Rs12,000.

Southern sojourns aren't
spared either. A ticket (o Ko-
¢hi has risen from Rs 13,000 to
Rs 18,299 (40.8% increase),
while Bengaluru sees a4l 6%
hike. Even the otherwise mo-
derate Chandigarh route now
demands Rs 13,190 —up 31.9%

from regular fares

“Summer airfares are sig-
nificantly higher this vear
especially to  destinations
with cooler ¢limaes. People
who earlier planned trips (o
Kashmirare now diverting to
places like Gangtok, Jim Cor-
bett. or Sikkim. With fewer
choosing inter national travel

thanks to inflation, steep
I:'LITFE“[II.'!;" t".‘l;,l!hu]].“[" rates, :ll'lll
visa hassles — demand fordo-
mestic spots like Munnar, Co-
org, Mussoorie, and Darjee-
ling has soared. As a result,
not just Oight fares bul even
hotel tarills have gone up by
25-40% in these regions,” su-
id Ankit Bajaj, a travel con-
sultant.

rContinuedon P 4

‘Srinagar airfare remains high’

¢ Continued from P1

as high is surprising and woe're see-
Inga walt-and-watch sent iment arn-
und Kashmir Bul people aren’t cancelling
holideys — they're choosing alternative
destinations. The higher airfares could be
due to limited connectivity to the region.”
Ankit Bajaj, a travel consultant said. The
only silver lining? Gon, Despite belng a pe-
rennial fwvourite, alrfares to the beach pa-
radise have rema ined relatively stable, in-
ching up a mere 5.7"%, from Rs 7,000 io Hs
7,400, However, fewer people have Qocked
to Goa this year due to the summer heat,
according to trovel industry estimates,
which has cooled of ! prices
“Those who got refunds from aidines
are quickly rebooking for destinations ac-
cessible via Bengalumi, Kochi, Chandi-
garh, Dethi, or Bagdogra. Arunachal Pra-
dlesh iz also one of the destinations which
is very popular among tourists, With in-
ternathonal travel out of reach for many

r- I “The Srinagar alrfare still remaining

Pax (Lakh)

Delhi

Mumibai

_Bcngah:ru__ =

Goa ﬁ;?’f 66

Pune 44 .

H'y'dnrabui 5,01 505 0B

Cheoai a2 a3 713 |

Kolkata 196 A% 4 |

Lucknow 7 106 T3

Jaipur .02 18 133
S=nuriw; DUCA

o to eosts and logistics, domestic tourism
is borming, especially to places promising
acoolerescape from the heat,” said Manish
Sharma, an Ahmedabad-based (ravel ex-
pert, Experts advise booking tickeis at least
a month in sdvance during penk travel pe
riods tomvobd the heat on the wallet,
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Candidates from any academic background
should be ellglhle to be trained as pilots

Utkarsh.Tripathi
atimesofindia.com

Iyingg schoals argue that
F modemn pllot training
does not require more
than a clase X level knowled-
ge of Maths to pursue a Com-
mercial Pilot License (CPL).
The Director General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) is conside-
ring broadening the eligibility
standards by allowing candi-
dates rom Arts and Conumer-
ce to pursae CPL, which is
currently imited only tothose
whostudied Phygics and Mat-
hematics in class XTI
n a conversation with
Edlucation Tirnes, Varun Mit-
tal, head of flight training ae-
roplane/helicopter, Indo-
wings Flight Training Acade-
myy, Uttar Pradesh, says, “The
pilot training includes tea-
ching all the necessary sub-
jects from the beginning. Arts
and Commerce candidates
get the theoretical and practi-
cal knowledge, making prior
academic specialisation less
critical if candidates de-
monstrate the required apti-
tude and commitment.
Aspiring plots are requl-
red to clear theoretical and
practical exams conducted by,

International

the DGCA to eam a CPL, after
courge completion. The theo-
retical test consists of six cora
subjects, including Air Regu
lations, Aviation Meteorolo-
gy, Alr Navigation, Technical
General, Technical Specific
and Radio Telephony. "The
DGCA tests have ocompo-
nents that regquine numerical
calculations, but it does not
demand advanced mathema-
tical skills. & scientificcaloula-
tar is also allowed in thae
DGCA exams, and with a go-
ofl conceptual understan-
ding of topics taught in

class X and polished

"——-—-—.-'.__.;-_; —

regulators such as
the FAA In the United
States and the European
Union fviation Safety

Agency (EASA) do not
restrict pliot training
0 Science stream

students

g

in awvistion academies, stu-
dents from any stream can
pass the axam,” =ays Priyan-
ka Talreda, chief operating af
ficer, Captain Aviation Acade-
my, Mumbai Many students
from Arts and Commerce
backgrounds already use al-
ternate  oligibiity  options.
One common path is enralling
in NIOS which allows the can-
didate toget a class X1 certifi-
cate for Physics and Maths,
mandated lor technieal lields
ke aviation and martinme
“Candidates are regular-
ly opting for NIOS certifica-
tion to meet the aligibility re-
quirement of having studied
Maths and Physics. Once
they join flight training, they
followr the same curriculum
ag srience-background stu-
dents and perform well, " sa-
ys Talreja. Passing NIOS ex-
ams does not mean that sta-
dents have 8 sound know-
ledge in Bcience and Math,
but they know enough to be
able o do well during pllot
training," says Rajesh Han-
da, owner, Pioneer Fly-
ing Academy, Delhi.
Furthermore, the
move, if rolled out by
DGCA, will align with
&8 the international stan-
dards of aviation. “Interna-
tional regulators such
a5 [-h.ﬂ chmal Ay-

Safety Agency (EASA) do
not restrict pilot training to
Science stream students,
Their systems are based on
performance in aviation-
specificexams and practical
flight assessments. Candi-
dates from any academic
background are eligible to
train as pilots, provided they
cen meet the rigorous stan-
dards get by the training in-
stitutions and regulatory ex-
ams, " adds Mittal.

To cater 1o a classroom
oonsisting of candidates
from non-mathe and Science
backgrounds, fiying schoals
will have to tweak the trai-
ning process. "Flght trai-
ning academies may need to
adjust their admission and
training approaches to ac-
cormmodate a more acadermni-
cally diverse group of siu
dents. The instructors will
hawe to change the teaching
method to cater to Arts and
Commerce students,” says
Mittal. The core curriculum
for CPL training will remain
the same for all students, as
aviation theory and fight
skills are standardised under
DGCA norms. “However, trai
nirg institutions would need
to adopt vared teaching met-
hods to help students from
non-scienca backgrounds
grasp technical concepts,” he
adds, This move will also in-
crease the talent pool and
help meet the demand for trai-
ned pilots. “With India’s avia-
thon sector expanding and
many experienced pllots mig-
rating abroad, the aviation in-
dustry is staring &t talemt
crunch, Flaxibla eligibility
will help address these chal

. lenges,” adds Talreja.



areara f

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY C

JF INDILA,

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

DELHI

5 MAY 2025

Tel Aviv airport
attacked, Al halts
flights till Tues

New Delhi: Airlines have
begun cancelling Tel Aviv
flights after a missile attack
near the city’s Ben Gurion
Airport Sunday. Air India’s
Delhi-Tel Aviv flight (AI 139)
wasabouttoenterIsraeliair-
space and less than an hour
from its destination when
the Houthi-claimed missile
struck inside the perimeter
of the main international
airport. The airline safely di-
verted its Boeing 787 to Abu
Dhabi from where it will re-
turn to Delhi.

After the attack, Al has
suspended operations to and
from Tel Aviv till May 6. Al
and many other airlines, in-
cluding Lufthansa, SWISS,
British Airwayvs and Delta,
have suspended their Tel Av-
iv flights for a few days as of
now. The attack will add to
airlines’ overflying woes as
they steer clear of Jordan
and nearby airspaces. Tnn

b Diverts to Abu Dhabi, P 20

After attack on
Israel airport,
Al diverts flight
to Abu Dhabi

FFromP1

T he attack on Israel air-
port will add to airlines’
woes a5 they steer clear

of Jordan and nearby airspa-

ces— which they often use for
flights between the west and
the east — whenever conflict
escalates in the region since
the Oct 7, 2023, attack on Israel.

An Al spokesperson said:
“al138from Delhi to Tel Avivof
May 4, 2025, was diverted to
Abu Dhabi after an incident at
Ben Gurion airport Sunday
morning. The flight has landed
in Abu Dhabi and will soon re-
turn to Delhi. Our operations
to and firom Tel Aviv will rema-
insuspended till May 6, 3025, to
ensure the safety of our custo
mers and stafl"

The flight had taken off
from Delhi at 6.11 am Sunday.
Aftertakingthe longer roubeto
west (with Pakistan airspace
closed), it was about to enter Is-
raeli airspace when Tel Aviv
airport was attacked. The air-
craft turned back and landed
in Abu [Mhabi about 8.5 hours
after beaving Deihi

“Customers booked on our
flights between May 4 and &,
4025, will be offered a one-time
waiver on rescheduling or full
refunds for cancellation,” Al
spokesperson added.
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