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Curbs on Srinagar airport operating
hours worry tourism stakeholders

T
Gulzar Bhat
Mew Dealhi

As the peak travel season ap-
proaches, tourism stake-
holders in Kashmir have
raised comcerns over Srin-
agar airport being restricted
tooperate only berween 8 am
and 5 pm from April 6 to July
31 due to runway upgrade
works by the Indian Air
Force.

FLIGHT MOVEMENTS

At present, around 60 flight
movements operate  daily
between 8 am and 10 pm, and
the revised schedule will
COmpress operations into a
shorter window during one
of the busiest periods for
travel to the Valley.

The move has prompted
airlines and industry players
to recalibrate schedules to
minimise disruption.

Inaposton X, Srinagar In-

From April 6 to
July 31, working
hours have been
cut to 8 am-5 pm,
from 10 pm earlier,
due to runway
upgrade works by
the IAF

ternational  Airport  said
while operational hours will
be reduced under a NOTAM
issued by the IAF, flight
movements are expected to
increase in line with the Dir-
ectorate General of Civil Avi-
ation's summer schedule.
The curtailed hours will
lead to tighter mrnaround
times at the airport, which
serves as Kashmir's primary
aviation hub. Industry in-
siders said the compression
of schedules could result in
bunching of arrivals and de-

partures, putfing pressure
on airport infrastructure and
ground handling services.

The Kashmir Economic
Alliance (KEA), an amalgam
of traders, transporters and
hoteliers, expressed concern
over the move, warning that
restricted hours during peak
months could impact eco-
MOMmic activity.

“While infrastrueture de-
velopment is essential, limit-
ing operations to § am-5 pm
during peak travel and tour-
ism months will significantly
disrupt business, rrade, toue-
ism and overall economic
activity in the Valley,” said
(azi Touseef, spokesperson
of the KEA.

Despite  the concerns,
stakeholders  said much
would depend on how effi-
ciently airlines and airport
authorities manage the re-
vised schedule in the coming
months.



}4:.5_.;

o fAaEaas wifdsso

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MORNING STANDARD

DELHI

5 APRIL 2026

Airport cites 31 bite cases, attempted
relocation for action on stray dogs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Mew Dethi

DELHI airport authorities
came under fire over alleged
cruelty towards stray dogs af-
ter photos and a video from
Terminal 1 went viral. The vis-
nals showed a dog's paws tied
while another staffer pinned its
neck with a stick during its re-
mowval from the premises.
Adrport sources claimed they
were attempting to relocate the
dog, which had bitten two fly-
ers earlier this week. They also
stated that 31 dog bite cases
have been reported across the
three terminals of IGIA since
January 1, and efforts were be-
ing made to ensure passenger
zafety from aggressive dogs.
The video and screenshots

triggered an online campaign,
with many calling out the air-
port over alleged cruelty. Several
users also questioned CM Rekha
Gupta over the issue. Sahil
Bhambri shared a video and
said, “Tlegal relocation of strest
dogs at IGI airport, Delhi. This
iz a blatant violation of laws and
humanity Stop immediately and

hold officials accountable.”

A Delhi International Afr-
port Limited (DIAL) source
said the dog had bitten passen-
gers on March 30 and 31 and
had become aggressive on April
2, “We adopted these tactics to
take it for vaccination and re-
leased it back into the premis-
es," the source said, adding that
the method is also used by mu-
nicipal authorities.

Abhijeet Gupta posted on X,
threatening legal action, while
activist Rachita Vishwakarma
alleged that staff targeted vul-
nerable dogs. Responding to the
backlash, DIAL said it follows a
comprehensive dog manage-
ment programme in line with
government and Animal Wel-
fare Board of India guidelines.
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Puri airport gets Centre’s
approval for diversion of
nearly 28 ha of forest land

SUDARSAN MAHARANA
0 Bhubaneswar

THE proposed Shree Jagan-
nath International Airport at
Puri has got a big boost with
the Centre according in-princi-
ple approval for the diversion
of 27.8 ha forest land required
for the greenfield project.

In a communication to the
Odisha government, the Minis-
trv of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEFCC)
stated that Stage-1 {in-princi-
ple) approval under the provi-
sions of the Van (Sanrakshan
Evam Samvardhan) Adhini-
vam, 1980, has been granted for
diversion of 27.887 hectares of
forest land in Puri division for
construction of the airport.
The approval follows due ex-
amination of the proposal by
the Ministry's Advisory Com-
mittes (AC) two months ago.

The Committee, in its meet-
ing on February 27, 2026, min-
utes, has made it clear that the

approval has been granted on
condition that the state govern-
ment will ensure the user agen-
cy implements mitigation
measires and other important
recommendations derived from
the impact assessment studies
and site specific wildlife man-
agement plan developed as per
the recommendations of Wild-
life Institute of India and Zoo-
logical Survey of India.

The state has been asked to
comply with 33 different condi-
tions for grant of the stage-11
(final) clearance. The MoEFCC
has asked the state to take up
compensatory afforestation in
29.939 ha of non-forest land.
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Domestic airfares jump 447 despite
govt’s relief measures, fuel levy bites

- = m i .
Ruohit Waid BTN . ll

Hew Delhi ] o |
Domestic  alrfares  have A1,

surged sharply despite a

serted of relief meagures by
the Centre, with average
ticket prices up 44 per cent
vear-on-vear in Apri

Cleartrip dara showed the
average domestic  tickat

ice had risen from £5 850
m April 2025 o 8450 this
month.

International alrfares
have risen by 43 per cent
over the same period, with
average ticker prices in-
creasing from 52,000 tw

500 over the same
period.
Another dataset  from

Wego India also indicated a
rlsing wrend In domestie
fares.

The aw ¢ domestic
booking 1ﬂmﬂﬂs mich
are In the range of 9,000
10,0060, comipared to 48,500~
9,500 in 2005, reflecring a 12

per  cemt  year-on-year
Increase,
RELIEF MEASURES

The fare Incresses come
evenas the Ministry of Civil
Aviation implemented mul-
tiple measures to ease the
Co8l pressure on alrlines, in-
duding removing fare caps
ard keeplng the 60 per cent
free seat allocavion rule in

SKY HIGH. interratonad airfares have risen about 43%, with
averape toket prices climbing from ¥52 000 in April 2005 to 774,500

abevance. Additionally, a re-
bare on aviation turkine fuel
[ATF} has also been
provided.

According to sources,
these relief mezsures were
almed ar cushboning alrlines

(HELETE rise kn oper-
:ﬁang cnmi.ud-rril:.'en by Mgl?rah:r
ATF prices, slrspace restrle-
thons, and currency 5~
sures. In the absence of such
inrerventions, airlines may
have been forced o under-
take steeper fare lncreases,
redisce capaciry and ration-
alise routes to malnrain fin-
ancial viability.

However, a fuel surcharge
and fewer ﬂiﬁlﬂ in the sum-
mer schedule continue to

ush  domestic  alrfares

igher.

FARE GAF

Notably, apor fares across
key meteo poutes are signi-
ficantly higher than advance

urchase lewvels. On  the
Thi-Bengaluru roate,
fares range berween £10,500
and £14,000 for Immediate
travel againer $7200-18,500
for bookings made 15 days in
advance. On the Mumbal-
Chennal sector, the fares
srand ar $8,200-10,500 and
B4, 4005200 respactively.
On the Murmbal-Delld
sector, spot fares range
berween 9,500 and
12 800, while advance fares
are E5800 and %7100,
Bengaluru-Mombai  fares
are  currently  berween
TRA00 and RIL200, com-
pared o $4.900-€6,300 for
15-day advance bookings.
ﬁ?mﬂa.r trend is :e?m on
MELro 10 ROn-MErs FouTes
as well. Delhi-Varanasi fares
range between $10,500 and

E14500 for mear-term
travel, compared to £4.600-
5,500 for

bookings.
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Charter firms flag ATF price hike
as discriminatory, urge govt review

POLICY MEASURE. Business aircraft companies call on government to ensure fair treatment for all operators

—
Our Bureau
Maurribesi

Business jet operators have
raised concerns owver the
government’s move to limit
aviation turbine fuel price
hike only for airlines, calling
it unfair, and have asked fora
review of the decision.

The Business Aircraft Op-
erators Association (BAOA)
has asked Civil Aviation Min-
ister Ram Mohan Naido to
examine the issue to ensure
that any policy measure or
pricing dispensation is ap-
plied in a fair, transparent
and non-discriminatory
manner across all categories
of commercial air operators,

SCHEDULED ATRLINES
On Wednesday, the govern-
ment limited jet fuel price
hike to 25 per cent on do-
mestic routes.

This concession is avail-
able only for scheduled air-
lines.

COST BURDEN. Imposing disproportionate cost burden on

non-scheduled operators will not only impact regional
connectivity but also hit operations of national importance

Non-scheduled operators
{charter companies) and
private aircraft owners will
have to pay double the rates.
So, while a kilolitre of jet fuel
in Delhi will cost ¥1.04 lakh
for a domestic airline, a
charter operator will pay
207 lakh.

“Such differential treat-
ment, in respect of the same
essential input — ATF —
used for comparable com-
mercial air transport opera-

tions, raises concerns of be-
ing discriminatory in effect
and outcome, particularly
when both scheduled and
non-scheduled operators are
recognised under the same
regulatory framework for
p-unblir: alr transportation,”
BAOA Managing Director
Rajesh Bali said in his letter.

CRUCIAL ROLE
The association pointed out
that non-scheduled operat-

ors do not serve corporates
alone but are engaged in re-
mote and inaccessible area
connectivity, and support
pilgrim and tourism
across country. Besides,
they are also engaged by the
Home Ministry and the De-
tence Ministry for transport.

Imposing  disproportion-
ate cost burden on non-
scheduled operators will mot
only impact regional con-
nectivity but also impact op-
erations of national impaort-
ance, Bali said.

CRITICAL RELIEF
Addressing mediapersons on
Wednesday, Joint Secretary
(Civil Aviation Ministry) As-
angba Chuba Ao said the
maove o limit price hike for
scheduled airlines provides
critical relief and ensures
their operating costs on do-
mestic routes remain man-
ageable. He said the measure
will help prevent a potential
industry wide crisis.

The decision was taken

following consultations
between the Civil Aviation
and Petrolenm Ministries.

Accordingly, state oil mar-
keting companies have
levied only a partial increase
of 25 per cent on domestic
routes. The balance is expec-
ted to be recovered from air-
lines in a staggered fashion
in the coming months.

According to the Interna-
tional Air Transport Associ-
ation, jet fuel prices inthe re-
gion have increased by 130
per cent on a month-on-
month basis. This is a direct
consequence of the ongoing
conflict in West Asia, which
has disrupred the flow of il
and gas through the Strait of
Hormuz,

SHORTAGE WOES

The crisis is impacting
neighbouring countries, too,
which are resorting to price
hike or rationing. While
Nepal has doubled jet fuel
prices, Myanmar is reporting
a shortage of stock.
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Air India’s Amravati flying school to train 180 pilots annually -

-]
Rohit Vaid
tew Delhi

Tata Group-promoted Air
India is set to commence op-
erations at its flying training
organisation (FTO)} in Am-
ravari, Maharashtra, in the
first quarter of FY27, in-
dustry SOUrces told
businessline.

Accordingly, the FTO is
SET 10 COMMENcEe operations
at a time when the airline is
stepping up efforts to builda
dedicared pilot pipeline amid
an aggressive fleet expansion
plan,

COCKPIT CREW

Speaking to businessline,
spurces said the facility, li-
censed by regulator Direct-
orate General of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA) ar Belora
airport will train around 180
commercial pilots annnally,
helping meet rising demand
for cockpit crew. Besides, the

move assumes significance
given the growing require-
ment for trained pilots in
India.

ACTIVE PILOTS

As per data given to Parlia-
ment, the country will need
around 30,000 pilots over
the next 15-20 years, while
currently there are over
25,000 active pilots holding
licences issued by the DGCAL

Presently, India has
10,261 airline transport pilot
licence (ATPL) holders,
while 12480 pilots hold
commercial pilot licences
(CPL) for aeroplanes and
777 CPL  holders for
helicopters.

In addition, 1,477 pilots
hold private pilot licences
for aeroplanes and six for
helicopters, according to a
written reply in Parliament.

Further, sources said Air
India’s rraining ecosystem is
being developed across mul-
tiple locations.

b

THE TALLY. India has 10,261 airline transport pilot licence

holders; 12,480 hold commercial pelot licences for aeroplanes
and 777 have commercial licences for helicopters

MNotably, the Flying Train-
ing Academy is based in Am-
ravati, while the airline has
partnered with two training
schools in the United States
for CPL rraining,

Under this strocture, ca-
det pilots will undergo basic

and intermediate training at
Amravati before progressing
to the airline’s Aviation
Training Academy in Guru-
gram for advanced training
and certification aligned
with fleet requirements.
Type rating will be con-

The airlines has
also partnered
with two training
schools in the US
for commercial
pilot licence
training

ducted at Air India-affiliated
approved training organisa-
tions, including upcoming
simulator  centres in
Gurugram.

According to sources, the
airline has placed an order
for 34 trainer aircraft for the
new fiying school.

It has taken delivery of 29
new trainer aircraft from
Piper Aircraft, manufactured
at its Vero Beach, Florida fa-
ciliry, and all three Diamond
DA42ZNG aircraft.

CUTTING DEPENDENCY
An FTO trains pilors in air-

craft operations, navigation
and flight safety and typically
requires access o Opera-
tional airfields for fight
training activiries. Addition-
ally, the Amravati FTO is ex-
pected to reduce depend-
ence 0N Overseas training
while ensuring standardised
instruction aligned with air-
line requirements. Bevond
basic rraining, Air India is
also expanding its advanced
training capabilities.

FORFUTURE

The airline plans to train
over 5,000 pilots over the
next decade at its Gurugram
facility, which forms part of
its broader Aviation Training
Academy.

Earlier, Campbell Wilson,
Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer of
Air India, had said the air-
lines expansion, with 600
aircraft on order, necessit-
ates significant investments
in rraining infrastrucoure.
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Indian Students Scale Back Spring
Break Plans as Airfares Take Flight

Hell Ghal & Prachi Verma

New Delhi: As airfares surge and
routes lengthen amid tensions in

West Asia. Indlans studying
abroad in the Northern Hemi
sphere are scaling back thelr

spring break trovel plans, prompt
ing many to stoy back, defer trips,
ot opt for shorter regional fravel,
oxperts said.

For instance, a Global Reach
study-abrond platform spokesper
son saldastudent travelling to Ger
many last week had to avoid Nying
through Dubai due to restrictions
and ended up paying around ¥1.2
lakh for the ticket. “Most students
are paying over Rs 50,000 mote
than usual,” said Aditeya Lochan
Singh, university relationships
and marketing manager)at Global
Reach

“What we're seeing is not a uni-

Alrfares Hit Skies

formspike, but aclear reset in pric
ing across kev sindent corridors,”
sald Saurabh Arora, founder of
student housing marketplace, Uni
versity Living. noting that India
US return fares have jumped from
around #00,000 to #2-3 lakh, while
UK routes have nearly doubled to €1
lakh on certain dates, he said the

US/Canada fares up 20-30% N
UK/Europe up 15-25% -

Bookings now
| 6-10 weeks
ahead v

3-5 weeks
» g gariier
{ED

& Zoom In
& Zoom Out

increase was being driven more by
capacity constraints and longer
routes than by demand

Other estimates point toa shightly
more modernte but still gignificant
rise, According to Sanjay Laul,
founder of global education mar-
ketplace and student recruitment
platform MSM Unify, fares to the

US and Canada are up 20-30% duir-
ing peak travel periods, while UK
and European routes have risen by
15-25%

“The current shift has reached a
more detectable stage becanse air-
portsstarted closing thelr airspace
during the ongoing conflict,” he
sabd. The cost escalation |5 also be
ing compounded by currency pres
sures. Pavan Kavad, managing di-
rector of currency exchange and
remitiance service provider Prith
vi Exchange, said India-US fares
that were earlier ©55,000-T5H), 000
have climbed to ¥1.3 lakh- 23 lakh,
“gffectively doubling or tripling
the dollar outflow for studemis.™
Eunr;wﬂn routes have seen similar
jumps, with ticket costs now rang-
ing from €1,200 (o €1,500 for travel
alone

FORFULLREPORT,COTO
Www.economictimes.com
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‘Airlines cannot bypass
weekly rest for pilots’

Shruti Kakkar
letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has informed the Delhi
high court that its decision per-
mitting airlines to count a
pilot’s 48-hour earned leave as
weekly rest while rostering
them does not give airlines a
free hand to bypass or suspend
the mandatory weekly rest
requirements under the revised
FDTL norms.

The DGCA on December 5
last year had withdrawn an ear-
lier rule issued in November
2025 that prevented airlines
from counting pilot leave as
weekly rest.

The revised Flight Duty Time
Limitation (FDTL) norms,
implemented from November 1
last year, significantly reduced
pilot workload by increasing
weekly rest from 36 to 48 con-
tinuous hours, expanding night
duty from midnight-5 am to
midnight-6 am, limiting con-
secutive night duties to two,
capping night landings at two
per week, and reducing monthly
flying time from 125 hours to
100 hours in 28 days.

“That the withdrawal of the
advisory (issued in November)
on 5.12.2025, does not dilute or
compromise the requirement of

DGCA said the Dec 5 decision
was taken after representation
was received from IndiGo and
Air India Express. REUTERS

providing the mandated weekly
rest strictly in accordance with
the FDTL CAR. Operators
remain fully responsible for
ensuring compliance with all
applicable regulatory provi-
sions,” the affidavit filed
through advocate Anjana
Gosain in March stated.

The affidavit was filed in
response to a petition by former
aircraft engineer Sabari Roy
challenging the DGCA's Decem-
ber 5 decision. On January 30,
the high court had directed the
regulator to submit an affidavit
explaining the rationale behind
its decision.

The 5-page affidavit added
that the decision was taken in
view of multiple flight disrup-
tions, including instances affect-
ing IndiGo operations, to pre-

vent further disruptions, stabi-
lise schedules, minimise
passenger inconvenience, and
restore necessary roster flexibil-
ity, after it received representa-
tions from several operators.

“That in the initial days of
December 2025, multiple flight
disruptions were reported to the
regulator, including instances
in IndiGo operations. Represen-
tations were also received from
several operators stating that
the said advisory had resulted in
reduced roster flexibility and
operational challenges,” the
atfidavit stated.

It added, “Accordingly, with-
out deviating from the provi-
sions of the FDTL CAR dated
26.03.2024, concerning weekly
rest, and with a view to avoid
further disruptions, stabilize
airline operations, minimize
passenger inconvenience, and
restore necessary roster flexibil-
ity-while ensuring adherence to
the intent of managed weekly
rest the aforesaid advisory was
withdrawn on 05.12.2025 and
the same was communicated to
all operators. The representa-
tion was received from Indigo
and Air India Express.”

To be sure, although the mat-
ter was listed on Thursday, no
hearing took place due to pau-
city of time, and the case was
adjourned to July 29.
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{ AAIB REPORT ON FEB 24 CRASH }

‘Pawan Hans safety
device was inactive’

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The emergency
floats of a Pawan Hans helicop-
ter were not armed when it
crash-landed into the sea near
Mayabunder in the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands on Febru-
ary 24, killing one passenger,
according to a preliminary
report released by the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) on Saturday.

The helicopter, an Airbus
AS365N3 registered as VT-PHY,
was operating the Sri Vijaya
Puram-Rangat-Mayabunder-
Rangat-Sri Vijaya Puram sector
carrying 10 passengers, includ-
ing eight adults and two infants.
Five passengers were bound for
Rangat, and the remaining five
— four adults and one infant —
for Mayabunder.

“The floats were not armed in
the cockpit during the approach
although the same is required
by the Standard Operating Pro-
cedure for operations at Port
Blair as approved by DGCA in
the company operations man-
ual,” the report stated. The
floats failed to deploy on water
impact. The aircraft toppled
onto its starboard side, coming

The helicopter crash landed
on February 24, killing one. ani

to rest on the seabed in four to
five feet of water, leaving the
port side above the waterline.
Both crew members evacuated
all passengers, who were ferried
to a hospital in Mayabunder by
boat.

Three passengers, including
the infant, and both crew mem-
bers were subsequently airlifted
to Sri Vijaya Puram by a Pawan
Hans helicopter. One passenger
died on the third day following
the accident; two others — one
adult and one infant— were dis-
charged from hospital on
March 12.

In its interim safety recom-
mendations, the AAIB said the
Directorate General of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA) should direct
Pawan Hans to ensure strict
adherence to all passenger seat
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restraint mechanisms and life
jackets wherever applicable,
and conduct spot checks on
commercial helicopter opera-
tors for compliance. It also rec-
ommended that DGCA direct
the company to sensitise its
pilots to arm floats for all appli-
cable operations as per the
approved operations manual.

The report noted that during
the flight, crew wore full safety
harnesses, while passengers
had only lap belts.

Separately, the AAIB released
preliminary report on the crash
of a Redbird aviation aircraft in
Jharkhand on February 23. It
found that the emergency loca-
tion transmitter did not acti-
vate. The Beechcraft C90A,
operating an air ambulance
flight from Ranchi to Delhi with
seven onboard, went down near
Simaria in Chatra district
approximately 17 minutes after
take-off.

The crew had requested to
continue on runway heading
owing to weather — a request
approved by air traffic control
— and last communicated at
7.15 pm, roughly 12 minutes
after departure. The AAIB said
fuel samples and weather data
are being analysed.
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Families of AI171 crash victims

seek release of black box data

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Ahmedabad

Ten months after the tragic
Air India plane crash that
killed 260 persons, bereaved
families of the victims have
written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, urging the
release of the Cockpit Voice
Recorder {CVR) and black
box data.

Air India flight Al 171, a
Boeing 787-8 aircraft enroute
to London, crashed into a
medical college hostel
complex shortly after the
take-off from Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport here on
June 12, 2025.

The aircraft burst into
flames, killing 241 out of 242
people onboard and 19 indi-
viduals on the ground.

Around 30 bereaved fam-
ilies from across Gujarat
met in Ahmedabad on
Saturday and wrote a letter
to the prime minister,
requesting the release of
the CVR and 'black box'
(Flight Data Recorder) data
to uncover the truth behind
the calamity.

“We want to know the
truth about what caused the
crash and whether there was

any technical problem,” they
said. The letter, copies of
which were sent to the
Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB),
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) and Gujarat
Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel, said that if the black
box data cannot be made
public, it should at least be
shared with the victims' fam-
ilies privately.

“My home feels complete-
ly empty now,” said Nilesh
Purchit, who lost his 24-year-
old son in the crash. “No
amount of compensation
can fill this void. We don't
want money, we just want to
know what happened,” he
said. For many, the pain is
compounded by a perceived
lack of institutional support.

Kinjal Patel from Vasad,
who lost her mother,
described the difficulty of
using the website created by
Air India recently to help
families recover victims'
belongings. “There are over
25,000 items listed, but the
images are unclear. It's
almost impossible to find
anything,” she said. Others
voiced concerns over the
lack of accessible communi-
cation channels.
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Summer of 2026: Flight fares see
route-speclf ¢ spikes from India

Times NEws NETWoRK

Mumbai: As the summer of
2026 heats up, Indian travel-
lers are discovering that not
all flight routes are created
equal. While some internatio-
nal sectors haveseendramatic
month-on-month fare spikes,
others remain surprisingly
stable, offering opportunities
for budget-conscious holiday-
makers, if they book now for
travel 3-4 weeks down theline.

International airfares fi-
om India have witnessed sha-
rp, route-specific increases
ahead of the peak season, In-
fluenced by rising aviation
turbine fuel (ATF) costs and
the ongoing West Asia-related
disruptions, said ixigo.com.
Its data showed the highest
surge on the Mumbai-Kuala
Lumpur route, where one-way
average fares for April jumped
110% compared to March (see
box).

“However, several popular
destinations continue to re-
main relatively stable and af-
fordable for Indian travellers;
routes such as New Delhi-Co-
lombo, New Delhi-Male, New
Delhi-Bangkok and Mum-
bai-Singapore have seen only
marginal fare increases
month-on-month, making
themattractive optionsfortra-
vellers looking to plan inter-
national trips without a signi-
ficant impact on budget,” said
an ixigo spokesperson.

Domestically, Cleartrip's

MARGINAL RISE IN POPULAR
COLOMBO, MALE,

International routes
Mumbai - Kuala
Lumpur
New Delhi - Ho
Gty | 2200 1470
Bengaluru - Singapore ~ 16,500 12,400 [ 33
Mumbai - Hanoi 25100 19,500 [ 29
New Delhi -
Kathmandi 9,700 7500 N 29
Mumbai - Krabi 19,000 15200 D 25
New Delhi - Phuket 15800 13400 B 18
New Delhi- Paris 39,200 33,400 [N 17
Mumbai - Frankfurt 32,900 29300 [ 12
New Delhi - Male 17,800 17,400 [ 2 %
Mumbai - Singapore 17,000 15700 [ 8 | =
New Delhi- Bangkok 14,300 13300 M7
New Delhi - Colombo ~ 15,700 15500 |1 Source: xigo
Price Trends reveal strong ye-  (+47% ), Imphal(+45Y%), Rajah-
ar-on-year fare growth on lei- mundry (+43%) and Diu

sure and emerging Tier-2 des-
tinations. Routes showing the
sharpest spikes include Kol-
hapur (+54%), Coimbatore

{(+40%). These increases re-
flect rising demand for offbeat
and experiential travel be-
yond the usual metro circuits.

Demand patterns also tell
an interesting story. The data
showed explosive growth in
certain international sectors
from Mumbai with Rivadh
(+391%), Taipei (+273%) and
Vienna (+121%) leading the
pack. Domestically, Bareilly
(+54%) and Leh (+40% ) are se-
eing notable booking surges.

On the supply side, redu-
ved capacity has pushed fares
higher on several domestic ro-
utes, including Vijayawada-
Kolkata, Delhi-Tiruchirapp-
alli and Ranchi-Dehradun.
Internationally, sectors like
Kolkata-Abu  Dhabi, Seoul-
Delhi and Delhi-Melbourne
are facing pricing pressure,
showed Cleartripdata.

Meanwhile, for Mumbai tr-
avellers, the new Navi Mumb-
ai International Airport is vet
to make a significant dent in
bhooking patterns. While it of-
fers Rs 2,000-3.000 cheaper far-
esonsomereturnroutes, espe-
cially to Madurai and Bagdog-
ra, where Mumbai airport fa-
res hover around Rs 25,000 to
Rs 29,000 for return fights,
high ground transport costs
have so far deterred mass shift
from the main Mumbai air-
port. The takeaway this sum-
mer for leisure travellers is to
compare routes carefully
While some fares have spiked
sharply, stable sectorslike Del-
hi-Colombo and select Tier-2
leisure destinations still offer
relative value for your sum-
merescape.
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