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AAl team

to begin

survey for Rajgir
greenfield airport

Ruchir Kumar

ruchirkumarghindsslantimes com

PATNA: Barely hours after the
announcement of the Union
finance minister Nirmala Sithar-
aman, granting in principle
approval to three ield air-
port projects ai Bihar's Rajgir in
Nalanda district. Bhagalpur and
Sonepur In Saran district in the
Union Budget on February 1, a
team from the Alrports Author-
ity of India (AAT), New Delhi, is
headed for Fajgir on February 6
for obstacle limitation surface
(OLS) survey that involves map-
ping the airspace around an aer-
odrome or a prospective acro-
drome (o assess possible
Infringements and recommend
actions [0 remove or reduce
obstacles, sald alrport officials
on Monday.

"W got information a couple
of days back that a team from
the AAT will visit Rajgir between
February 6 and 12 to undertake
the OLS survey, We had earlier
done a pre-feasibility survey for
having a greenfield airport at
Rajgir last Novernber,” said Uma
Shankar, director, Paina airport.

The Bihar government has
Identified around 1200 acres
land near Silao in Nalanda dis-
trict, some 50 kms from Paima,
for a greenfield airport. It was,
however, yet to acquire the land.
"The for land acquisition
will begin after the AAI gives nod
to the site, based on the findings
of the OLS survey,” sald an offi-
cial requesiting anonymity.
“Once the OLS survey for Rajgir
Is completed, we expect a similar
survey for Sonepur and Bhagal-
pur,” the official added.

Though work on the green-
field airport at Rajgir has been
fasi-tracked in the last quarter,
the AAI Patna was not aware
about the availability of land at
Bhagalpur.

The land identified in Sonepur
Is approximately 4 kms beyond
the Hajipur-Chapra four-lane
highway, arcund 20-25kms from
Patna, where the existing alrport
is being expanded with the
development of new terminal
building, multi-level car parking
facility and parking bays, at an
estimated cost of Hs 1216.90
crare. This expansion will also
boost Patna alrport’s capacity

A TEAM FROM THE
AIRPORT
AUTHORITY OF
INDIA, NEW DELHL,
1S HEADED FOR
RAJGIR ON FEB. 6
FOR OBSTACLE
LIMITATION
SURFACE SURVEY

from 3 million to 10 million pas-
sengers annually.

In addition to Pama alrport,
the Bihta aerodrome is also
being developed as a brownfield
project.

BJP MP Rajiv Pratap Rudy
had played an Instrumental role
in identifying around 1200 acres
land for a greenfield alrport at
Sonepur In Saran district, his
Lok Sabha constituency. "The
Centre has principally agreed to
the Bihar government's proposal
to have greenfield alrports at
Rajgir, Bhagalpur and Sonepur,
The state government must
drive It forward from here and
submit its proposal on airports
to the Centre,” sald Rudy over
phone.

“The model for the three air-
ports must be decided. It could
be one where the state govern-
ment acquires land and gives it
free of cost to the Centre and the
latter develops the airport infra-
structure, The second could be a
public-private parinership initia-
tive, where the government
plays the role of a facilitator,”
sald Rudy.

The AAI requires a minimum
of LO00-1.200 acres of encum-
Drance-free land for a greenfield
alrport having a runway length
of 12,000 feet for wide-bodied
International aircraft to land.

The state cabinet had in April
last vear gave its In principle nod
to developing greenfield airports
at Rajgir and Bhagalpur.

Bihar currenily has three
operational civil aerodromes,
each in Pama, Gava and Dar-
bhanga. Purnia, which Is a
defence airbase, is also being |
developed for civillan flights.
The AATL has already Aoated the
tender for construction of aciyvil |
enclave at Purnea and fs
expected to give the wark order
this month.
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About 22 flights delayed due to dense fog

KOLKATA: Owing to
heavy fog causing low vis-
ibility, about 22 flights got
delayed on Monday morn-
ing at Netaji Subhas Chan-
dra Bose International
(NSCBI) Airport, Kolkata.

According to informa-
tion shared by the Airports
Authority of India (AAT),
Eastern Region, due to fog
low visibility procedure
(LVP) had to be initiated
from 1:21 am. It remained in
place upto 8:45 am on Mon-

day. The airport authorities
handled about 33 arrivals
and 44 departures.

A total of six arrival
flights were delayed while
16 flights slated for depar-
ture were delayed. It was
shared that no aircraft had
to return to the parking
bay from the ramp while
there were no diversions to
Kolkata airport during the
period concerned. How-
ever, four flights scheduled
for Dhaka were diverted to

another airport for poor
visibility. On Monday, more
delays in flight operations
were averted as 33 arriving
flights and 44 departing air-
craft operated with the help
of Instrument Landing Sys-
tem (ILS) during the LVP,
as and when the visibility
conditions changed, it was
learnt. A total of 33 flights
used either Category-II
(CAT-II) ILS or CAT-III
ILS for landing, while 44
aircraft opted for low visi-

bility take-off (LVTO) dur-
ing the LVP.

Meanwhile, in a bid to
prevent aircraft bird strikes
the airport is looking for-
ward to using sonic and
ultrasonic sound waves to
scare them off.

The airport will pro-
cure devices that can emit
various naturally recorded
bird distress signals and
predator calls to frighten,
confuse, and disorient pest
birds and pigeons.  MPOST
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GMR Airports
signs up with
UNGC on SDGs

GMR Airports Ltd {(GAL) anno-
unced its membership in Unit-
ed MNations Global Compact
(UNGC), a corporate sustain-
ability initiative. GMR Airports
has pledged to align its strate-
gies and operations with the
ten principles of the UNGC.
“This commitment reinforces
our responsibility to create
resilient airports that connect
communities and also protect
our planet,” said Kiran Kumar
Grandhi, CEO and MD, GAL.
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Pilot turns up ‘drunk’ at Jaipur
airport, flight delayed

TOE NETWORE
I&IFLUR

A charter plane scheduled
to fly from Jaipur to Hy-
derabad on Tueaday faced
a significant delay after the
pilot arrived at the airport
in anintoxicated state. The
incident occurred around
9:15 am during the final se-
curity chieck when the pilot
was tested with a breatha-
Ivzer. The test came positive,
and as a result, the airport
authoritics immediatcly
stopped the pilot from op-
erating the fight.

The private charber ight,
originally scheduled to
depart at 9:30 am, could

mot take off on time due to
the incident, Passengers,
who had heen waiting for
the Might, expressed their
[rustration as they were
informed of the delay. The
airline p|'nm|'.-t|1,' arranged
for an alternate pilot, and
the Might eventully tool off
after a two-hour delay.
When questioned by the

Jaipur Airport Authority,
the pilot claimed that the
positive beeathalyveer resull
was due Lo medication he
had taken the previous day
However, the airport au-
thorities have launched an
investigation inlo the matler
todetermine the accuracy of
his explanation.

This incident raised con-
rerns over safety progocols
and the importance of en-
suring that all fight crew
members adhere (o stricl
regulations. The airline and
airport aathorities have as-
sured that they are taking
the necessary steps to in-
vestigate the incident thor-
oghh
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SECURE TRAVEL | Increased x-ray speed, streamlined processes

SVPI Airport introduces
hi-tech baggage screening

FPJ NEWS SERVICE

& HMEDAB AD

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport, man-
aged by Adani Airport
Holdings Limited, a subsidi-
ary of Adani Enterprises Ltd.,
the flagship incubator of the
globally  diversified Adani
Portfolio, has  created a
Customs Screening Room -
an advanced inline screening
room - in  Terminal-2,
equipped o enable Customs
officials to screen arrival bag-
gage quickly and efficiently.
The Customs Screening
Room is equipped with a
CCTV monitoring system to
oversee baggage processing.
The baggage screening sys-
tem is integrated with
advanced x-ray machines
operating aft (.5 my/s —a signifi-

cant increase from the pre-
vious 012 mjs — leading o a
quick baggage reclaim for
passengers and increased effi-
ciency of the Customs’ bag-
gAgE screening process.
Additionally, all interma-
tional baggage arrival lines
have been moedified to include
a reject’ line with a diverter
for bag acceptance and rejec-

tion. This new concept elimin-
ates delays cansed by Customs
personnel having to stop the
conveyor due rejected bags,
thereby significantly improv-
ing the overall baggage
throsghput and efficiency of
baggage handling. These
enhancements will ease the
baggage reclaim process sub-
stantially for international

arrival passengers.

Further, increased x-ray
speed and streamlined pro-
cesses will create a faster and
efficient baggage handling
system by allowing Customs
personnel to screen bags
directly from the Customs
Screening Room, rather than
be stationed by the belts. This
will lead to the processing of a
higher volume of baggage ina
shorter time, reduce wait
times for passengers, and
improve the overall travel
experience.

SVPI Airport is commitred
o combining advanced tech-
nology and optimised work-
flows to handle peak travel
periods more effectively and
ensure that baggage process-
ing remains smooth and effi-
cient even during the busy
periods.
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Aaditya slams
budget over

new airport

Staff Reporter
PUNE
Shiv Sena (UBT) MLA
Aaditya Thackeray criti-
cised the Centre for not
mentioning the construc-
tion of a new airport in
Pune in the Union Budget,
presented by Finance
Minister MNirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday.
Taking to X (formerly
Twitter), Thackeray noted
that Sitharaman men-
tioned plans for as many as
120 new airports to be
built in the next 10 years
under the UDAN scheme.
“Patna airport was men-
tioned, but Fune's new air-
port, which has been in
consistent demand, found
no mention, despite the
Union Minister of State for
Civil Aviation Murlidhar
Mohol being an MP from
Pune,” wrote the Worli
MLA.
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JEWAR AIRPORT TO START REGULAR
OPERATIONS FROM APRIL: NAIDU

NEW DELHI: The Jewar international airport is
emerging as the largest airport in Asia and regular
operations will start from April, Minister for Civil
Aviation Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu said in Rajya
Sabha. Respending to supplementaries during Gues-
tion in the Rajya Sabha, he said the airlines are also
excited to start operations from there and improve
connectivity across the world. “Jewar airport is
emerging as the country’s and Asia's biggest airport.
We have conducted the validation flight in December
at the airport.
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Dense fog disrupts flights again at airport, hardship for passengers

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 3 JANUARY

Dense fog today enveloped
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International (NSCBI) Air-
port in Kolkata, causing sig-
nificant disruptions in flight
operations.

Like yesterday, passen-
gers of Kolkata Airport on
Monday suffered due flight
disruption following fog.
The low visibility procedures
(LVP) were implemented
at1.21 a.m, affecting arrivals
and departures until 8.45

a.m. A total of 33 arrivals
and 44 departures were
impacted.

While no flights were
diverted to Kolkata from
other airports, four flights
scheduled to land in Dhaka
had to be diverted elsewhere
due to poor visibility. Depar-
ture delays affected 16 flights,
while 6 arrivals were also
delayed. However, no aircraft
had to return to the ramp.
The situation was an exten-
sion of yesterday's severe
weather conditions, which
had already caused major

disruptions. Thousands of
passengers endured long
waits at the airport as flights
were rescheduled.

Many were seen anxiously
checking airline updates,
while others struggled to
find alternative travel
options. Passengers, who
had arrived at the airport,
the previous night hoping
to board their flights early
in the morning, were left
stranded for hours. Some
described their ordeal, citing
the lack of clear information
about departure times. A

distressed passenger, bound
for Delhi said, “I reached
the airport at 11 p.m. but
there is still no certainty
about when my flight will
take off.”

According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), the city continues
to experience dense fog
with visibility dropping
below 100 meters in some
areas. Moming temperatures
remain low, contributing
to the persistent fog cover.
An app cab driver near the
airport said, “The fog was

so thick in the morning that
even the roads were barely
visible.” Airport officials
and airline staff are working
to manage the situation,
with continuous updates
being provided to travellers.
However, the delays have
caused frustration among
passengers, many of whom
missed commitments.
With foggy conditions
expected to continue over
the next 24 hours, authorities
have advised travellers to
check with airlines before
heading to the airport.
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Jewar airport in Noida to
begin regular operations

from April:

Times News Nerwork

New Delhi: The Jewar interna
tional airport in Noida, poised
lo become Asia's larpest air-
port, will begin regular oper-
ations from April, even as the
govt is planning to build anoth-
er 100 new airports across the
country, civil aviation minister
Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu
said on Monday.

Responding to queries dur-
ing question hour in the Rajya
Sabha, Naidu saidairlines were
enthusiastic about launching
operations from the Jewar air-
port, which had witnessed suc-
cessful validation fights in Dec,

“Jewar airport is emerging
as the country’s and Asia's big-
gest airport,” he said. The new
airport’s  strategic  position
near the Noida expressway will
enhance all-round accessibility

Govt in RS
and make it a key hub in the re-
gion, amid the ongoing efforts
to boost road connectivity
there.

Naidu also said the UDAN
(Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik)
scheme, the regional airports
development programme, has
been a revolutionary one and is
being extended for another 10
vears. “The govt is working on
adding another 100 airports
across the country,” he added.
To another question on the
Kushinagar international air-
port, the minister said it was in
the “last phase” of becoming
fully operational.

In order to augment the
number of trained pilots, there
are presently 54 Flying Train-
ing Organizations(FT0s)inthe
country and around 1,6800-1,700
commercial pilot licences are
being issued every year, hesaid.
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Aircraft tech glitches reported by
Indian airlines fall in last 3 yrs: Govt

NEW DELHI: The number
of technical glitches in aircraft
reported by various Indian
airlines has reduced in the last
three years, with the count at
273 for 10,69,680 flights oper-
ated during the period from
January 2024 to January 2025.
In 2023, there were 390
technical faults reported for
11,94,777 flights operated that
year. In 2022, the number stood
at 723 for 9,97,041 flights oper-
ated in that particular yvear, offi-
cial data showed on Monday.
Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu said the
data available for the last three
years (2022-2024) shows there
was a decrease in the number

e

of technical glitches reported
by the airlines.

Technical snags are general
phenomena in aircraft which
may be caused due to improper
function/malfunction of com-

nents/ system/ accessories
fitted on the aircraft, he said in
a written reply.

Separately, Minister of State
for Civil Aviation Murlidhar
Mohol said the government has
been encouraging the devel-
opment of the ecosystem for
the manufacturing of aircraft,
including regional transport
aircraft, and associated equip-
ment by public and private
enterprises in India.

CSIRNAL, Bengaluru — a

constituent laboratory of CSIR
— has developed indigenous
two-seater trainer aircraft
Hansa - 3 (NG) and type certi-
fied by DGCA for use by Flight
Training Organisations (FTOs)
for commercial pilot training.

“For commercial produc-
tion of Hansa - 3 (NG), an Eol
has been issued to identify the
prospective firm to take up
manufacturing.

“Further, ie development
of indigenous 19-seater Light
Transport Aircraft Saras Mk2
is under progress at CSIR-NAL.
The Saras MK2 initiative has
a collaboration and partner-
ship with HAL,” Mohol said in
a written reply. Pl
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San Antonio to Amritsar
on ‘costlier’ C-17 aircraft

MAYANK SINGH i Wew Dedsl

THE U5 used its military C-17
strategic it aireraft to deport
205 Indian illegal immigrants,
which teft San Antonio, Texas
for Amritsar. The Trump ad-
ministration has also used the
military aireraft to deport e
gal migrants to Guatemala,
Peru and Honduras

The deportation Dight 1o n
dia will be the farthest of the
destinations to send the mili-
tary aircraft. According to US
aMlelals, use of the milltary
transport aircrafl for deporta-
tion iscostlier The US officials,
quoted by Redters, pegeed the
estimated cost of this Night at
least $4.675 per migrant.,

This ks even higher than that
of acommercial charter Dight
operated by the US Immigra
tion and Customs Enforcement
(ICE), the aficials said,

Coming to the cost of operat-
ing the IAF's C-17 aireraft. the
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral (CAG) in 2006 calealated it
to be 243,14 lakh per hour. The
estimate was noted under 1ts
audit report fiths] Acquisition
and operation of C-17 Globe
master I alreraft”

The TAF has been using the
C-a7s for multiple aperations
Including those for the long
haul Nights, One of the long

distance flights was in 2021
when the fores had pressed in
1ts C-17 Globemaster fior a long
haul Might. It completed a 35
hour gruoelling duty evele to
and from the United Kingdom
to bring home oxyegen cylin-
ders in the midst of the Cov
id-19 crisis.

As reported by this newspa-
per, the two alremfi few non
stop for 11 hours amd 30 min
utes to reach the UK and
airlifted critical life support
equipment. They carried 37
tonnes of equipment, Addi-
tional crew members are part
of such missions. According to
the Alr Foree rles, the erew is

permitted to Ay a maximum
time of sight hours in a day
considering the alertness of
mind. From axperisnce and re-
search, i is known that a crew
member can be alert only for
elght hours before reaching a
state of ‘crew fat pue’

IAPsC-17 fleet

Inducted in 2003, C-17 Globe-
master [ 15 a ransporter for
military humanltarian and
peacekeeping missions, Tt
can carry large combat equi
mint, troops and humanitad
an aid across long distances
and can land on austere air
Nelds anywhen, In all weather
conditions.

The IAF operates 11 C-17s
performing a wide rangs of op
eratlons related to military
missions, peacekesping sup
port, humanitarian assistance
and disaster rellel (HADR) in
Indin and internationally. The
wide bodied C-17 Globemaster
can carry up to 77 tonnes of
pay ol

The LAF operates 11 C-17 alr
croft with the last one getting
inducted in December 2016
Back in 2011, Mew Delhi pur.
chased the [irst 10 of a price of
%4.1 hillion through loreipn
military sales (FMS). The 11
were gidded at a reported price
of about 22,700 crore,
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Power failure disrupts

flight ops at CCSIA

PNS B LUCKNOW

A-:_'najnr power failure dis-
upted operations at the
Chaudhary Charan Singh
International Airport (CCSIA)
on Monday morning, officials
said. The technical fault caused
the power outage, resulting ina
delay of six flights by 15 to 20
minutes, they added.

To manage the situation, the air-
port shifted operations to man-
ual procedures.

A CCSIA spokesperson stated,
A power outaﬁ: this morning
led to minor delays in passenger
processing. The airport’s techni-
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[[ NOTICE )

I, Prabhu Prasad Singh s/o
Tarani Prasad Singh, resident of
Semra Railway Colony Gonda,
inform that in my son Krishna
Kumar Singh CBSE High
school marksheet my name is
mistakenly reported as Prabhu
Pd. Singh. Whereas my correct
name is PRABHU PRASAD
SINGH.

NOTICE

cal team was able to quickly
restore power. There was no
impact on flight operations.
During this time, the airport
operations team worked close-
ly with stakeholders to ensure
passenger needs were met.
Sources revealed that the power
oulage came as a surprise, as
such an incident had never
occurred before.
“There was an issue that was
uickly rectified, but it affected
ﬂjghl operations. The airport has
a backup system, but the tech-
nical problem was beyond any-
ones control,” said an airport
official. The official explained
that once the system went down,
the airport immediately
switched to physical mode. “We
bcc%an physical check-ins,
including security checks and
other processes. The entire team
worked diligently] he added. He
admitted that no one expected
this situation to arise.
“The passengers were under-
5tandﬂgiy concerned since inci-
dents like these are rare.
However, there was no panic,
and the airport teams kept the
passengers informed,” he noted.
One passenger wrote on X that
while the EJ%:}“ was still on
schedule, the baggage belt and
other terminal activities were
temporarily halted.
Another passenger shared that
the power failure was smooth-
ly managed: “Delays can be
frustrating, but it was great to see
everything back on track”
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