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How were the places selected? When is the tender process likely to begin? What are the

privatisation goals a part of? When was the revenue-sharing model replaced by per passenger

fee? How does it impact airfares? What are some of the issues being raised by airports?

Jagriti Chandra

The story so far:

he third round of airport
privatisation, covering 11 airports to
be opened for bids in five bundled
groups, has moved a step forward
with the Ministry of Civil Aviation sending a
proposal to the Public Private Partnership
Appraisal Committee (PPPAC) for its in-principle
clearance and detailed scrutiny. According to
government officials, the five bundiles, each
comprising metro and non-metro airports,
include airports at Amritsar and Kangra;
Varanasi, Kushinagar and Gaya; Bhubaneswar
and Hubli; Raipur and Aurangabad; Tiruchi and
Tirupati.

What is the process?

Once the PPPAC completes its appraisal and the
Union Cabinet signs off on the plan, bids will be
invited from private operators, with the
government planning to launch the tender
process by March 2026.

The 11 airports were selected from among all
AAI (Airports Authority of India) facilities
handling 0.1-1 million passengers annually.
Projections of future traffic growth and
investment requirements then narrowed the list
to these top performers for the third
privatisation round.

The development comes six years after the
plan for privatising 25 airports was first shared
by AAI on the conclusion of the privatisation of
six airports, bagged by the Adani Group. Sources
say the remaining 14 airports would be taken up
for privatisation in subsequent rounds.

The privatisation goals are also part of the
National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) that aims
at monetising operating public infrastructure to
unlock idle capital and reinvest that in other
assets. Launched in August 2021, the NMP set an
aggregate indicative target of ¥6 lakh crore to be
raised by leasing brownfield infrastructure

The aim
should be

to ensure
the cost of
air travel for
smaller cities
remains
affordable

India facilities handling 0.1-1 million passengers annually. R. V. MOORTHY

assets over the four-year period from FY 2022 to
FY 2025.

The target for the airport sector through the
privatisation of 25 airports was pegged at
320,782 crore, or nearly 4% of the overall NMP
value. In all, 88.3% of the total NMP target has
been achieved by various infrastructure
ministries, of which roads and railways remain
the top contributors, but the aviation sector
remains a laggard. The Union Budget 2025-26
announced the launch of the Asset Monetisation
Plan 2025-30 to plough back %10 lakh crore.

When did the privatisation of airports start?
Privatisation of airports started in 2003 under
the NDA government, It approved the
privatisation of two brownfield airports, i.e.,
Delhi and Mumbai airports, with 26% AAI stake
and 74% stake owned by private JV partners.
Delhi went to a GMR-led consortium in 2006,
Mumbai to a GVK-led consortium in the same
year via competitive bidding based on a
revenue-share model. Two greenfield PPP
airports followed, which included Bengaluru
and Hyderabad in 2004.

In 2019, six more airports (Ahmedabad,
Lucknow, Jaipur, Mangaluru, Guwahati,
Thiruvananthapuram) were privatised, which
were all won by the Adani Group. The
revenue-share model was replaced by per
passenger fee.

For the third round of privatisation, the
PPPAC will evaluate key aspects, including
revenue-sharing models versus per-passenger
fees, cross-subsidisation between metro and
non-metro airports in a bundle, and the need for
a cap on the number of airports a single entity
bags. It will also assess optimal land parcels for
non-aeronautical revenue streams that are used
to offset airline and passenger fees, and whether
the User Development Fee collected from
passengers as a component in the airfare will be
determined for each airport independently or as
a joint asset.

What are the concerns?
Recently, when IndiGo was forced to cancel
nearly 5,000 flights in the first two weeks of
December, widespread concern was raised
about the risks of a duopoly in India’s aviation
sector. Similar dangers are now emerging in the
airport sector, where a monopoly has steadily
taken shape over the past five years, with the
Adani Group bagging 8 airports — six through
privatisation, followed by Mumbai and Navi
Mumbai airports, where it acquired GVK’s stake.
Consider the recent dispute involving telecom
operators, who approached the Department of
Telecommunications over what they describe as
“extortionary” charges levied at the newly
inaugurated Navi Mumbai Airport to allow the
use of its in-building solutions and refusal of

Which are the airports being privatised?

right of way to set up infrastructure to provide
cellular services.

Why are costs rising for both airlines and
passengers?

Privatisation often raises concerns about rising
costs for airlines and passengers, even as
infrastructure investment increases. These
concerns are magnified when a large monopoly
emerges, leaving airline operators with limited
bargaining power and passengers with virtually
none.

Take the example of Thiruvananthapuram
Airport, where, following its first tariff revision
after privatisation to Adani, which was approved
by the Airport Economic Regulatory Authority
(AERA), the user development fee charged to
passengers as part of the airfare increased from
506 to T770 for domestic travellers for one
year, followed by further hikes in subsequent
years. Aircraft landing charges were also sharply
increased.

Additionally, the regulator pulled up the
airport for under-reporting its projection of
non-aeronautical revenues, which are meant to
cross-subsidise charges levied on airlines and
passengers. AERA noted that the projections
submitted were based on pre-privatisation and
pre-COVID figures from the AAI

The common man’s grievances include high
taxi charges at airports, congestion within
terminal buildings, limited access to
wheelchairs, and being compelled to pay for
porter services to overcome challenges of
accessibility. A beginning has been made with
the airport tariff regulatory body moving
towards evaluating airports on service delivery
benchmarks and proposing a penalty if these are
not met. The service benchmarks include wait
time at security gates, check-in time, availability
of help desks, and time taken to travel between
terminals, among others. It plans a third-party
evaluation of these parameters and a penalty in
the form of 5% reduction on airport tariff, so
that it results in reduced user development fee
for passengers.

What lies ahead?

Only about 6% of Indians currently travel by air,
highlighting the enormous scope for growth in
what is already the world’s third-largest aviation
market. While affordability remains a key factor,
the low penetration rate makes it clear that air
travel in India is far from saturated. To meet
rising demand, the government has set a goal of
building 50 new airports over the next five years
and expanding the existing network of 163
airports. By FY2026, India’s airports are
expected to have a combined
passenger-handling capacity of around 550
million passengers per annum (mppa), factoring
in new facilities such as Navi Mumbai Airport
and the upcoming Noida International Airport.
Industry estimates suggest that airport capacity
will need to grow to about 850 mppa within five
years. Supporting this growth will require more
than just new airports and will also depend on
the presence of financially robust airlines.
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GMR Visakhapatnam airport successfully conducts validation flight

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Visakhapatnam

Leaping operational readiness, GMR
Aero-led GMR Visakhapatnam
International Airport Limited on
Sunday conducted a validation
flight at the upcoming Bhogapuram
Airport near here.

The validation flight was conduct-
ed by an Air India aircraft in the
presence of Union Minister for Civil
Aviation Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu, senior officials from the
Ministry of Civil Aviation, Airports
Authority of India (AAl), Andhra
Pradesh government officials, and
leadership from the GMR Group, a
press release said.

The successful flight validated the
airport’s airside infrastructure, nav-
igational aids, runway systems,
and overall operational readiness,
in line with regulatory require-
ments laid down by the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA).

It is a crucial step in the process

VN

of acquiring an aerodrome licence
and a critical prerequisite before the
commencement of commercial
flight operations, the release added.

Rammohan Naidu said the day
marked a historic milestone in the

development journey of Andhra
Pradesh. “Visakhapatnam is set to
become the economic capital
of the East.

The Bhogapuram Airport will
serve as a powerful engine of

growth — creating employment
opportunities, catalysing regional
industries, and significantly enhanc-
ing connectivity for people and
businesses alike. The airport will
strengthen trade, boost exports, and
unlock the immense tourism poten-
tial of Andhra Pradesh,” he said.
He further said that with world-
class infrastructure, the project
would accelerate economic devel-
opment, attract investment, and
place the region firmly on the
global aviation and commerce map.
The minister had earlier said that
the target was to start airport
operations by June this year.
Business Chairman (Airports),
GMR Group, G B S Raju, said
the Bhogapuram International
Airport reflected the Group's long-
standing commitment to creating
world-class national assets that
catalyse economic growth and
regional development.
“For over two decades, the Group
has played a pioneering role in

building and operating some of
India’s most iconic airports, trans-
forming aviation infrastructure
through scale, sustainability and
passenger-centric design,” he said.

GMR Group Deputy Managing
Director | Prabhakar Rao said the
Bhogapuram Airport project had
achieved over 90 per cent comple-
tion and was progressing well
ahead of stipulated timelines.

GVIAL is developing the airport
under a Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) model on a Design, Build,
Finance, Operate and Transfer
(DBFOT) basis. The Greenfield Airport
will be developed in stages.

Initially, the airport will be built
to handle six million passengers per
annum and will be scaled up based
on passenger traffic growth.

The airport will also feature
an aerotropolis, an aviation hub,
and a dedicated state-of-the-
art cargo terminal, ensuring
world-class facilities for efficient
cargo operations.
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Bhogapuram airport
to open on June 26

Work underway at the Bhogapuram international airport

Siva.G@timesofindia.com

Visakhapatnam: The Alluri
Sitharama Raju greenfield
international airport at Bho-
gapuram will open for opera-
tions on June 26, with 97% of
the work completed, and only
civil and interior jobs pen-
ding. The first commercial
validation flight, an Air India
Boeing, with Union civil avia-

tion minister K Rammohan
Naidu, Airport Authority of
India and Director General of
Civil Aviation officials on bo-
ard, will land on Sunday on
the new 3,000-m runway.

The Bhogapuram airport,
the second greenfield one in
the country after Mumbai, is
built to sustain severe cyclo-
nes. It can face wind velocity
of 275kmph and rain of 27cm.
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Bhogapuram airport near Vizag
receives maiden flight in trial run

—
Our Bureau
hpiket e

Six yeare after GMR
won the bd w build the
Bhogapuram airport near Vi-
sakhapatnam in Andhra Pra-
desh, & commerclal aireraft
landed at the The Alr
India flight from Delhi, car-
rhed among others, the Civil
Aviarion Minister Kinfarapu
Rammohan Nabdu f&
maiden trial run. The airport
is expected o n full-
ﬂeﬂge%opemlar:?u?lw.
Iniriadly, the airpoet capa-
ciry will be 6 million -
q.; per annum, am.dm
scaled up based on passenger
teaffic growth. The alrport
will also have an Aerotro-
polls. an aviation hub, and 2
dedicated  state-of-the-art
cargo  termimal, ensuring
world-class facilivies for effi-
clent cargo operations. GVE
Visakbaparimanm lnterns-

tonal Alrport Ltd (GVIAL)La
subsidiary of GME Air

Lrd {GAL}, & developing the
girport with an mvestment
of abour €5,000 crore. The
Government acquired 2200
acres to build the airpore.

AIRPORT VALIDATION

The successful flight valld-
anes the "s alrzide in-
frastructure,  mavigatsorsl
aids, rumway systems, and
operational readiness, in line
with the ry require-

mienes hald down by the Die-
ectorate Generad of Civil Avi-

:Lr.lun (D(:L.-l" “The
Tar'[ will
ser'f'e aga pmue*rfu engine of

growth—crearing  employ-
ment opportunities, caalys-
ing regfnp:-al industries, and
significantly enhancing con-
mectiviry fos peopleand busi-
nesses  alike” Rammohan
Nabduw, said, addressing o
gaﬂletugafm}usanwai
The atrport Is 45 ko
metres  away  from Vi
“The alrport,
e o Ry
the NDA government's ten-
ure berween 2014 and 2019,
will be peady o serve our
Eeupln with commercial
ight operations from June,"
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minds-
ter N Chandrsbabu Maidu
saild i 3 post on sockl media
platform X",

The alrport ect has
schieved rr'ﬂ' 'JFI':IMAM cent
completion and is
ing Eell ahead of Smsr.lpu
lated timelines” GMR
Group's De M
Dlrec’tzlur L‘E:“ :mﬁLng
sald.




HITAIg

AIRPFORTS AUTHORIT

Y OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD

DELHT

5 JANUARY 2026

Bhogapuram airport conducts validation flight ahead of launch

DEEPAM PATEL
e Dedhl, & faruary

Avalidation flight, a requirement for
commercial operations, was con-
ducted at the Bhogsapuram airport,
near Visakhapatnam, on Saturday,
snid its operator GMR Visakhapatnam
International Airport Lid (GWVIAL),

This marked & regulatory mile-
stone ahead of the airpont’s inaugur-
ation in June this year.

The flight, operated by an Air India
aircraft, took place in the presence of
Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan
Maidu, senior officials in the Ministry
of Civil Aviation, representatives of the
Airports Authority of India (AAI),
officers in the Andhra Pradesh
povernment, and theleadershipof the
GMR growp.

Avalidation flight is mandatary for
obtaining the aerodrome Boence from
theaviationregulator, apart from being

aprerequisite for commercial Rights.

The airport is being developed
under a public-private partnership on
a design-build-finance-operate-
transfer (DBFOT) hasis,

Saturday's meercise validated the
airport's airside infrastrocture, includ-
inErumyay systems, navigational aids,
and overall operational preparedness,

ig—
Visakhapatnam Airport conducted validation Hight at upcoming
Bhogapuram airport, operated by Air India

PHOTO, XH{DEHOCAPLRAM _ARPT

in line with requirements prescribed
by the Directomte General of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA).

GMRE Group Deputy Managing
Director I Prabhakar Rao said 90 per
cent of construction was complete and
‘was progressing ahead of schedule.

Speaking on the occasion, Naidu
said the airport would play a critical

role in Andhra Pradesh s development.
“Visakhapatnam is set to become the
economic capital of the East.” he said,
adding that the Bhogapuram airport
would act as a growth engine by creat-
ing employment. boosting regional
industries, end improving connectiv-
ity for businesses and tourists.

GMR Airports, which operates air-
ports in Delhi, Hyderabad, and Goa,
among others, has been doing green-
field projects in India and overseas,
with Bhogapuram seen as a key addi-
tion toits domestic portfolio.

GMR Group Business Chaimman
[Airports) G B & Raju said the airport
reflected the group’s longstanding
focus on building large-scale aviation
assels.

Thee airport is being developed in
phases, with an initial passenger-
handling capacity of & million per
annum. This will be scaled up in line
with traffic growth.

150-km rule waived if
existing airport hits
capacity: Naidu
The 150 kmaerial distance” nle,
which prohibits the construction
of a greenfield airport within that
radius, will no longer apply if the
capacity of the existing aero-
drome s saturated, Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naiduo said
on Sunday:

“Whenitcomes tothe
150-kilometre radius policy,
it is a policy that guides the initi-
ation of girport development.
Omoe capacity is saturated, the
clavse no longer applies.
There s an opportunity for
the State to cater to a second
airport.” Naidu said. PTI
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Telecom firms, Navi Mumbai airport
operator lock horns over network access

SURAJEET DAS GUPTA
Mew Delhd, & fnuary

A battle is brewing between the
country's keading telecom services pro-
viders (TS5Ps} and Adani group-run
Mavi Mumbai International Airport Led
(MMIAL), with the telcos secking the
Department of Telecommunications’
{DoT's} intervention over allegations
that they have been denied “right of
way" at the airport and are being foroed
to mandatoriby use anetwork deployed
by the airport operator at what they
describe as “grossly exorbitant and
untenahle™ charges agpregating to
Y4406 crore a year to provide services
o customers.

AnNMIALspokesperson rejected the
claims, saying telecom operators had not
been denied “right of way ™ and that dis-
cussions had been held with them,
inchuding an offer for in-building solution
{IB:S} services at charges in line with pre-
vailing industry standarnds, towhich the
telecom companies had not responded.
“We welcome individusl TSPs to discuss
and mutually agree on mtes. However, we
will not give in to cartelisation in this
regard,” the spokespemon said.

The telecom industry's apex body,
the Cellular Operators Association of
Inadia (COAI, representing Reliance Jio,
Bharti Airtel and Vodafone Idea, has
arguied in a recent commilnication to
the DoT thatunder the provisions of the
Telecommumnicatiane Act. 3023, and the

What telcos say

u Denied statutorily
obligated 'right of
wiay' at MMIAL

® Ashed to mandatonly
use network deployed
by airport, which is
not allowed under the
Telecom Act

® Acked exorbitant and
untenable charges for
airport network

Telecommumications (Right of Way)
Rules, 2024, the new airport qualifies as
a “puhlic utility.”

The COAT said MMIAL is statutoriky
obligated to provide “right of way™ per-
mission in a non-discriminatory and
time-bound manner fortheinstallation
of telecom infrastructure, including in-
building solutions.

The association said that while the
three operators had approached the
airport company, NMEAL had declined
to prant the necessary permissisne,

Tense
banter

NMIAL's defence

m Mot denied ‘right of way'

® Price offer has been made
to use the I1BS services
but teleos have not
reverted

= Ready to discuss
mitually agreed rates but
will nt albow
cartelsation

® |nstalled 1BS on theirown

after numerous
discussions

® Maintenance and upkeep
of network best managed
by airport rather than

third party

contrary to the statutory framewaork of
the Telecommumnications Act and the
“right of way” rules. Instead. it had
directed them to mandatorily utilise a
network deploved by NMIAL at
charges that were exorbitant and com-
mercially untenable.

According tothe COAL its members
havwe been asked to pay around Tg2lakh
per month per operator, aggregating to
T4.4.16 crore per annum for four oper-
ators, including state-owned BSNL.
Theze charges are prossly dispropor-

tionate and significantly exceed the
total capital expenditure ordinarily
required to deploy an independent IBS
network, itadded.

The COAT also said it understood
that NMIAL held the relevant licence for
acoessservices and had conferred upon
itself exchusive “right of way ™ underthe
guise of being a neutral host, which it
argued was not permitted under the
Telecommumnications Act. The law, it
said, did not allowthe gprant of exclusive
“right of way™ or the creation of a mon-
opolistic arrangement for the provision
of “right of way™,

NMIAL, however, said the TBS had
been procured and installed after
multiple discussions with individual
telecom service providers, and that
BSNLwascurrently at anadvanced stage
of testing use of the TBS &t the airport.

NMIAL had consciously decided to
install its own [BS infrastructure based
on the experience that certain critical
areas such as bagpape belts, utility
buildings and air traffisc control were
oftenneglected by telecom operators in
favourof passenpger-heavy sones, affect-
ing airport efficiency, & spokesperson
said. Given that airports are sensitive
zones, frequent servicing, maintenance
and upkeep of the network are best
managed by the airport operator with
the requisite security clearanoes, noting
that turnaround times for third parties
to address network isspes tend to be

longer, thoy added.
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New airport every 50 days, says Naidu  New ajrport....

HITIM KUMAR
Bhogapuram [Andhra
Pradesh), January &

THE COUNTRY"S AIRPORT
expansion is gathering pace,
with a new airport being
added roughly every 50 days
as the government is pushing

to ease capacity constraints
and expand airconnectivity,
Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu said on 5|.||u:|.a|:|.-.
Speakingafter a success
ful validation flight at the
upcoming Bhogapuram Air
port nesr Visakhapatoam an
Saturday, Naidu said the next

set of greenfield afrports are
nr:.'rirl.E nFr:'-rarmn.a| readi
naess. Following thelaunch of
Nawi Mumbai Airpnrl, the
Moida International Airport
at Jewar ls et to begin opera-
tions in February, while
Bhogapuram Ls expected to
open by lune,

"We have fast-tradeed the
project for operations by May
or lune 202 6 well ahead of the
l:lrlgi.na.l schedile, The Moida
Imternational Airport at lewar
will be ready by February,” the
ministersaid.

Continued on Page 5

BHOGATUNAM'S DPERATOR,
GMRYisakhapatnam Intema

tianal Arport, sid the valida

tion Dbt mtked s ey regi-
lakosy pinlbestome aliead of Lhe
airport’s insug aration., schoed -
nled for fune

Thie enes e L8 mianiat oy
step in securingan asmdmme
licence fram the aviation reg-
ulsior the Dbrectemie General
ol Cill  Awlathon, aml ke
requined beifore commendial
flight oprmations ran com
LECILL

Deseloped unider a pub
lic-private partmership oo a
design, ild fmamce, operate
i transfer ba s, the Bhiogs
puram project is being exe-
crted hy the GMRGroup

The walidation flight
assessed alrukde ndrastruct une,
inchuding rumway syrstems and
navigational aids, as well as
overall operational readiness
agalmet GCA sandards

MR Group Depu'ty Man-
aging Dimcror, | Pmbhakar Bao
sl constmacton ks mione than
94 coonplete and progress-
irg ahead of stipolated time
limes

Thee preer el alrpairt s
bemg developed in plases,
with an initial passenger han
il |||-g;.l.||.1r|wn:l’f| ﬂ'.llh'llp.l.i
sengers per angum, to be
expamied in line with traffic
growweth

Maldu sld I ndia oomrenely
opemtes o feetof 843 apcmit
In X0X5, airdines addsd 80
planes; and another 106 air
cmftanees |'.nrr.rd o ok fleets
in 1016,

Hee adided that reghonal car
rier Star Alr B planning addi
Vol aircralt orde s, which
LT lurtlee Lift
capadty

The minlstry, he sald, i
encoieging sales o develop

e

Devoloped under a
pubbc-private patnership o
a design, buld, linanca,
operate and trarsfer basis,
the Bhogapuam project

1k bairg executed by

the GMR Group

muftiple alrports in regions
where eulsting facillthes ane
neanng :mtumbom,

The carier | H3-kilameire
rulethat limitedthe constroe
thom of & sieomd alrport o
longerapplies onoe capacsy al
thefirstalrport isfully utilised

“The polkcy cnsures the
operational stabiltyofithe fosk
sirpart, hut it doesnot watrice
the development of anather
alrport once capaciey has been
saturaied " Maidu sl

O imtermatbonal connec
thwity, the minkseer sald 18alr
porty are covered wivder the
Dpen iy policy,
fagliating thelmmch of over
MRS TS

Vimikhagatnum is among
those mchided.

Um IndiCGa, Maldu said the
minkstry b reviewing the
DECAreport ioimgose s sirick
pemaltyadding thatany artion
takem mst sct 2y A besson anid
deternent Lopieveid o repet of
similar derugitions,

| The corerpomdmi i im
Afngararan af dhe Tt oy
o M G ey



AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

v wd EJ0

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINANCIAL EXPREESS

DELHI

5 JANUARY 2026

® RAMANATHAN RAJAMANI, CEO, AIR INDIA SATS AIRPORT SERVICES

We plan to invest up to 35,000 crore in Noida airport cargo infra’

Air India SATS Airport Services
(AISATS)is sharpeningits
[focus on cargo and logisticsas
a long-term growth engine,
alongside itscore ground-han-
diing business. The company
plansphased investments

of up to 5,000 crore to
develop integrated
cargoinfrastructure

at Noida Interna-
tional Airport. AISATS
CEO Ramanathan
Rajamani speaks with
Yarughullah Khanabout the
strategy, policy gaps, and how
the company is positioning
itself for the next phase of air
cargo growth. Excerpts:

AISATShasbeeneyeinga
deeper playin cargo infra-
structure and warehousing
services. How much of
future growth do you expect
to come from integrated
cargo solutions versus tradi-

FINANC-IAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

tional ground handling?
What new revenue models
are emerging?
Cargp and logistics are beco-
ming anincreasingly impor-
tant pillarof ourlong-term
growth strategy asair
cargo market shifts
fromalargely metro-
centric modeltoa
more distributed,
network-led ecosys-
tem. Overthe medium
term, integrated cargo
solutionswill account fora
growing share of incremental
growth, while ground han-
dling remains a stable core
business.We are building
end-to-end cargo ecosystems
that connect major gateways
with emerging hubs and sec-
ondary airports. Thisis being
driven by manufacturing
growth, e-commerce, phar-
maceuticals, perishables,and
regional exports. Revenue

Mon, 85 January 2026

streams are also evolving.
Beyond per-tonne handling
charges,we are seeing greater
contribution from long-term
infrastructure concessions,
warehouse and logistics
rentals,and airline-agnostic
cargo platforms.

AISATS isundertaking
debt-funded investments
under abuild-operate-
transfer model for an inte-
grated cargo terminal and
warehousing zone at Noida
International Airport. How

CARGO AND LOGISTICS

ARE BECOMING AN
INCREASINGLY

IMPORTANT PILLAR OF

OUR LONG-TERM
GROWTH STRATEGY

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/78869217

large isthis investment?

The integrated cargo terminal
and the integrated warehous-
ing and logistics zone are
being developed in phases,
aligned with airport commis-
sioning timelines
and cargovol-
ume growth.
ForPhase 1,
the planned
investment is
estimated at
around

1700 crore.
Astheairport

-

scales up,our cumulative
investment across phases
could go up to about ¥5,000
crore by the final phase.

The government has not
finalised a national ground-
handling policy despitea
h draftbeingintroduced in
2015. How does this affect
the industry?
The absence of a final
national framework creates
operational uncertainty
ratherthan direct regulatory
risk. For service providers,
this can complicate long-
term planning around
capital invest-
ment, marn-
power
deploy-
ment,and
technol-
ogyadop-
tion,
especially

atairports where concession
terms or scope are periodi-
callyreviewed. A clear
national policy would provide
predictability, uniform

safety benchmarks, and
clarity on competition and
market structure.

What is the strategic and
financial rationale for
expanding into cargo hubs
and secondary airports?
There are both strategic and
financial drivers.Froma
financial perspective,
secondary airports typically
offerloweroperating costs,
longer concession tenures,
and greaterflexibility in
infrastructuredesign.This
allows formore sustainable
returns over the asset lifecy-
cle.Strategically, it helps
diversify ournetwork and
brings capabilities closer to
emerging production and

consumption centres.

With India targetinga
$2-trillion export economy
by 2030, how is AISATS
aligning its investments to
support higher export-
linked air freight?
Ourfocus is oncapacity
creation, process efficiency,
and reliability across the
cargovalue chain. Cold-chain
and specialised cargo infra-
structure is a priority,
particularly for pharmaceuti-
cals, perishables, and
high-value manufacturing
exports, where temperature
controland handling
precision are critical. We are
alsoinvestinginautomation
and digital systems to
improve throughput,
reduce dwell times, and pro-
vide betterend-to-end
visibility forairlines and
logistics partners.

WhatstepsisAISATS taking
to strengthen training,
safety,and workforce
retention?

Workforce developmentisa
strategic priority forus. We
have strengthened structured
trainingand recurrent certifi-
cation programmes,combin-
ingclassroom learning, on-
the-job mentoring,and
simulator-based modules. We
operate dedicated training
centres in Delhi, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and Thiruvanan-
thapuram, On safety,we rely
onstandardised operating
procedures, regular audits,
and data-led monitoring. To
address attrition, the focus is
onbetterjob design and
workforce well-being,includ-
ing improved shift planning,
ergonomicinterventions,
clear career progression path-

ways,and performance-

linked incentives.
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Sindhudurg airport
is 24/7 & all-weather

Sweety Bhagwat

MUMES T
——

IRBE Sindhudurg Airport has
recelved approval from the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) to operate
24x7, allweather flights. The
airport has also been certified
for Instument Flight Rules
(IFR), allowing aircraft to
operate during low wvisibility
and adverse weather condi-
tions. As part of the clearance,
the airport lias published sat-
ellite-hased Required
Navigarion Performance
(RNP) procedures along with
a backup navigation aid.
These systems provide instri-
ment approach guidance
pilots and ensure a relizhle
non-satellite alternative,
enabling safer landings and
more consistent operations.

The DGCA approval comes
at a time of rising passenger
traffic at Sindhudurg Airport.
In December, the airport
recorded close to 11,000 pas-
senger movements for the
first time and is expected to
feature among the country’s
wop 75 alrports in terms of
monthly passenger footfall.
Toaccommaodate the growing
demand, aircraft parking
stands have been doubled
from three to six

Confident thatthe approval
will boost economic and tour-
lsm development across the
Konkan region, Captain Jui §
Sadana, the airports chief
adviser and head said that
the  Mumbai-Sindhudurg
route  under the states
regional connectivity scheme
is expected to begin In the
coming months.

Location OPERATEDBY
® Parule-Chipi = IRB Infrastructure Developers

——

in Vengurla

/

L ]
Key aviation | o4 wm W
gateway to
s from Kudal
belt and 56 KM from
South Goa

Developed, operated
and maintained nearly
20,500 lane kilometres
inIndia inover 25 years

SPREAD ACR

13 states

Asset base of around

MopainGoa ' 394 000 cr
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Over 130 arrested
in 2025 for passport
and visa fraud at IGI

Jignasa Sinha

Jignasasinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: In a large-scale
crackdown on visa and pass-
port fraud, the IGI Airport unit
of Delhi Police arrested more
than 130 people in 2025, includ-
ing travel agents and facilita-
tors allegedly involved in illegal
immigration networks operat-
ing across the country, police
said on Saturday.

Police said the year-long
operation targeted syndicates
engaged in sending people
abroad using forged visas, fake
passports and manipulated
documents.

Apart from immigration-re-
lated fraud, the unit also inten-
sified action against touts and
baggage theft at the airport.
More than 300 cases were reg-
istered against touts, leading to
over 400 arrests, while around
60 people were arrested in
cases linked to theft of passen-
ger baggage and cargo.
Ground-handling staff of air-
lines were questioned in sev-
eral cases to trace possible
internal links, police said.

Senior officers said the oper-
ation was different this year, as
the IGI Airport unit, for the

first time, focused on financial
investigations to dismantle the
economic backbone of orga-
nised fraud networks. Investi-
gators traced money trails,
identified suspicious banking
activity and initiated action to
seize properties believed to
have been acquired using pro-
ceeds of crime.

Police said cases were
referred to them mainly from
the US, France, Canada, the
Philippines and other coun-
tries, where agents had sent
people on fake visas. Many pas-
sengers were unaware that
they were being duped and
realised it only after they were
deported or arrested abroad,
police said.

DCP (IGI airport) Vichitra
Veer said one of the major chal-
lenges in these cases was large
cash transactions. “We have
still identified over 100 bank
accounts linked to agents and
frozen them after detecting
suspicious transactions. In at
least one case, authorities have
already moved court seeking
attachment of property under
provisions related to proceeds
of crime. Similar action is being
prepared against other agents,”
he said.



AIRPORTS AUT HDF\’IT‘I’ OF INUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDU DELHI 5 JANUARY 2026

Centre will allow multiple airports in
major cities, says Civil Aviation Minister

K. Srinivasa Rao
VIZIANAGARAM

Union Civil Aviation Minis-
ter K. Rammohan Naidu
said on Sunday that the Un-
ion government would al-
low functioning of two or
more airports each in ma-
jor cities in view of in-
creased air passenger traf-
fic across the country.

“The Centre will review
the existing policy that
bars the functioning of two
airports within a 150-km
radius,” Mr. Rammohan
Naidu said after the suc-
cessful first test flight at the
new Alluri Sitharama Raju
International Airport at
Bhogapuram in Vizianaga-
ram of Andhra Pradesh.

To a query, he said the
Centre was already taking
steps for the construction

COMMERCIAL
VALIDATION FLIGHT
Bhogapuram

Civil Aviation Minister K. Rammohan Naidu at the Bhogapuram
airport near Visakhapatnam on Sunday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

of new airports in Mumbai,
Ghaziabad in Uttar Pra-
desh (located about 42 km
from New Delhi), Bengalu-
ru, Parandur in Chennai,
and other cities.

“The government will
accept the proposals for
new airports when the ex-

isting airports reach satu-
ration levels,” he said.

The Union government
was according top priority
to the aviation sector by
promoting new airports,
along with maintenance,
repair and overhaul (MRO)
facilities, to spur economic

activity and ensure direct
and indirect employment
to many, Mr. Rammohan
Naidu said.

Recalling the success
story of the Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport at
Shamshabad in Telangana
that was established on
5,000 acres of land, the Mi-
nister lauded the initiative
taken by N. Chandrababu
Naidu when he was the
Chief Minister of unified
Andhra Pradesh between
1995 and 2003.

He said the government
would accord equal priori-
ty to developing multiple
access roads to all airports
as they too would indirect-
ly spur economic activity
and industrial progress.

TRIAL FLIGHT
» PAGE 5



ﬁJRPLH?ISIHJIHLﬂNTWIJFiNLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDU DELHT 5 JANUARY 2026

Trial flight successfully
lands at Bhogapuram; 96%
work done, says operator

The Hindu Bureau
VIZIANAGARAM

validation  flight
Awas successfully
completed at the

Bhogapuram International
Airport in Vizianagaram
district of Andhra Pradesh
on Sunday.

An aircraft of Air India,
with Union Civil Aviation
Minister K. Rammohan
Naidu and Vizianagaram
MP Kalisetti Appala Naidu
aboard, landed on the air-
port’s 3.8km runway
around 1110 a.m. The air-
craft was given a grand
welcome with a water
salute.

District Collector S.
Ramsundar Reddy, Joint
Collector Sedhu Madha-
van, and representatives of
the GMR Group welcomed
the Minister and others.

Mr. Rammohan Naidu

Air India's first trial ll|ght landed successfully at Bhogapuram
International Airport near Visakhapatnam. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

said it was a historic day in
the aviation sector and
hoped that the new airport
spurred the economic ac-
tivity across the north And-
hra region. He exuded con-
fidence that the GMR
Group would adhere to the
deadline of June 30 set for
the full-fledged operations
of the airport. He said the
government was taking
steps to widen the roads to

the airport.

GMR Visakhapatnam In-
ternational Airport Ltd.
(GVIAL) is constructing the
greenfield airport, around
50 km from Visakhapat-
nam city, on 2,200 acres at
an estimated cost of ¥4,725
crore. GMR Group deputy
managing director 1. Prab-
hakara Rao said 96% of the
work on the airport had
been completed.
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Cochin Airportrevives ‘Kalangan’
Art Arcade atdomestic terminal:

Kochi: Kalangan, The Kerala Art Arcade, has been reopened
ina renovated and relocated space at the Domestic Terminal
of Cochin International Airport Limited (CIAL). The cultural
installation is situated near Gate 7 in the Domestic Security
Hold Area and is aimed at enhancing the terminal’s interior
with traditional art forms that showcase Kerala’s rich artistic
heritage. The initiative has converted an unused area of the
terminal into a vibrant cultural corner. Designedina
temple-inspired setting, the installation features a striking
depiction of Duryodhanavadham from Kathakali, along
with representations of renowned Kerala art forms such as
Theyyam, Chakyar Koothu, Nangyar Koothu and
Ottamthullal, among others, The Facility was inaugurmted by
S.Suhas, Managing Dlrﬁ_mr of CIAL, inthe presence of
Executive Directors Jayarajan V. and Saji K. George, Chief
Financial Officer Saji Daniel, Airport Director Manu G.,
project consultant P. Rajasekhar, and senior department
heads of CIAL.

Emstmm Mon, @5 January 2026 @

https://epaper.thesta
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Sindhudurg airport gets
nod for 24x7 flight ops

Times News NeTwork

Mumbai: Sindhudurg air-
port has received approval
from the Directorate Gene-
ral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) for 24x7 day-and-
night, all-weather flight
operations, the airport ope-
rator said on Saturday.

The approval enables
Instrument Flight Rules
(IFR) operations, allowing
aircraft to operate during
low visibility and adverse
weather conditions.

The clearance includes
satellite-based  Required
Navigation Performance
{(RNP) procedures and a

backup non-satellite navi-
gation aid, enhancing app-
roach guidance and opera-
tional reliability.

The development co-
mes amid rising passenger
traffic at the Konkan-re-
gion airport, which recor-
ded close to 11,000 passeng-
ermovements in December
for the first time.

To support growth, air-
craft parking capacity has
been increased from three
to six stands. Sindhudurg
airport is operated by IRB
Infrastructure Developers
Ltd,and is partof the govt's
UDAN regional connectivi-
ty scheme.
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No power banks in overhead

bins: DGCA issues new rules
Use or charging banned onboard to prevent fire risks

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN. 4

Power banks and spare
batteries can be carried
only in hand baggage dur-
ing air travel and these
shall not be placed in over-
head bins of the aircraft.
In the wake of incidents
relating to fire due to
power banks, the Director
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has asked all air-
lines and airport opera-
tors to ensure safety relat-
ed to fire and explosion
due to power banks and
batteries and educate pas-
sengers that using or
charging power banks and
laptops is not allowed dur-
ing flight.

he DGCA order added
that power banks and
spare batteries should not
be placed in overhead bins
because a fire may not be
visible due to storage
away from passenger and
crew visibility,

» THE AIRLINES and air-
port operators need to
report safety issues and
occurrences related to
lithium battery incidents

Passengers need to
immediately inform cabin
crew if any device emits
heat, smoke, or an unusu-
al odour. The airlines and
airport operators need to
report all safety issues and
occurrences related to
lithium battery incidents
to the DGCA immediately

The DGCA said the wide-
spread usage of lithium
batteries in various
rechargeable devices has
led to an increase in car-
riage of lithium batteries
by air Power banks,
portable chargers, and
similar devices containing
lithium batteries can act
as ignition sources and
potentially initiate on-
board fires.

"Lithium batteries

placed in  overhead
stowage bins or within

-on baggage may be
obscured, difficult to
access, or not readily mon-
itored by passengers or
crewmembers. This may
result in delayed detection
of smoke or fire and
response actions, increas-
ing the potential hazard to
flight safety,” the DGCA
order said.

"This circular is issued
to all air operators and air-
port operators to review
and reinforce their safety
risk management process-
es pertaining to the car-
riage and handling of
lithium batteries,
rechargeable lithium bat-
teries (power banks etc.),
and rechargeable devices
containing lithium batter-
ies (laptops, cell phones,
tablets etc.) and adopt
appropriate risk mitiga-
tion strategies to min-
imise lithium Dbatteries
thermal runaway events.
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Pradeep S.
Mehta

The IndiGo mess
and the misplaced
narrative over
competition law

I cancellations, capacity shortages and ab-

rm surge in airfares have once again

brought India’s aviation sector under scrutiny,

with IndiGo at the centre of the debate. Having
scrapped nwif:qmrter of its 17.000-plus domestic
week of December, (he situation has

tory compl
in competition
il tlngm.pdmll
u on
deeper institutional shortcomings.
The immediate trigeer was IndiGo’s non-compliance
with the DGCA’s revisad Flight Duty Time Limitation

lssible n landings from six to two,
wa {mplementation timeline with
clear deadlines in June and November. While some car-
riers, including Alr India, indicated compliance, IndiGo
atdmitted it coukd not fully implement the norms reflect-
ing its ability, by virtue of scale and market position, to

operate relatively (ndependently of co fhors. IndiGo
apparently had a shortage of pllots and was therefore
muking the existing pilots work overtims,

The more serious question, however, is how the regu.
lator allowed this situation to escalate. The transition
was foreseeable, yet enforcement remained weak until
disruptions became alarming. This conoérn was echoed
by the Delhi high court, where a bench comprising
Justioes Devendra Kumar Upsdhyaya and Tushar Rao
Gedela questioned the regulator’s role, poting that the
authorities appeared to let the situstion mﬁ[uahm
Beyond operational chaos, such regulatory

real economic costs disrupting travel, Imslna;s
activity and consumer confldence.

Much public outrage focused on “oppartunistic™ or
m‘m&’etsx:hwlclﬁﬁm tnhﬂmu:rumi-
mmpujthre Competition law

from respanding o demand-supply hn]ﬂlarus tl:r al
Justing prices, even sharply. Qg:mmm: pricing ba-
m lematic only when it 15 enabled or sustained
mmrim:m n!:mmn rl:l:?his
s,
:llsmptm‘l'm: I
mﬂtme% o Fl'l mg.

Samnm‘the ﬂumpeﬁllmm
Indeed, Section 4 targets conduct that is exploitative or
exclusionary such as denial of market aocess, Imposi:

tion of unfair conditions, or price manipulation decou-
pled from market fundamentals. IndiGo's conduct does
not fall within this framework. There is no evidenoe that
it usad s dominance to forecioss competitors of to
impase unfair unrelated to supply constraints,
mally mportant is the labour dimension of the cri-
sis. One argument advanced s that IndiGo could have
hired forekgn pilots to cope with the shortage of pilots,
like the now-defunct Jet Airways and Kingfisher. The
Indian labour market has structural rigidities. Pilots in
Indin typically operate under notice periods ranging
from six to twelve months, an mnusaally Jong duration
that significantly hampers workforoe mobility and time-
I{mwmmmmm restrictions are not con-
to a competitive environment and merit re-
assessment. However, these are labour and sectoral paol-
iey issues, not competition law violations, though thers
{5 currently some talk globally on labour cond ithons and
competition law. Cuarrently, the responsibility for
addressing such constrains [hes primarily with DGCA.
mm“&mhm p:nlléfﬂhmm mﬂrjr
CY concems. operates at a
level, focusing on how regulatory design, enforcement
consistency and institutional coordination affect com-
petitive ouicomes. Here, the fadlure lies in delayed
enforcement and retreat. The FDTL norms
were foreseeable and announced well in advance.

IndiGo's claim that the disruption was “unforeseeable”
is diffleult bo sooept.

Instead, as the disruptions worsened, IndiGo was

amtmmnptm which was then fallowed

2 broader WHIMWWHF@M
20%. Rolling safety-focused regulations in resp-

omse to market instability weakens credibili-
ty and creates clear moral hagard, especially in an
industry where fatigue can have serious, even fatal con.
saquences. [t also sends a troubling signal that size can
soften acoountability, a message that ultimately harms
both competithon and safety.

This is where competition policy, rather than compe-

ishing firms after the effect. If a single airline's compli-
ance failure can disrupt the entire sactor, it points o
dee;ar policy weal-am high entry and expansion

lim fted avenites for new
}mmmmqutm By easing regula-
tory and technical barriers, encouraging broader par-
ticlmtion and making the market less dependent on a
few large incumbents, competition policy can improve
resilience without dibuting safety standards.

Pradeep 8 Mehta is the secretary-general of CUTS
International 2 leading public policy rescanch group
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‘Power banks barred from

use on board aircraft’

[ =]
Our Bureau
HMew Dalhl

The in-flight wse of power
banks, inchuding recharging
them using the alrcrafi's
power supply, has been
barred, India’s clvil aviation
gafery regulator said in rs
gm?ﬂhaf

Notably, passengors have
been advised not o plug
power banks into sear char-
ging facilicies during flighta.

Besides, charging other
devices such as mobile

ones has also been probib-
ed. As per the guldelines k-
sued by the Directorate Gen-
erll of Civil Aviatdon
(DGCA) following incidents
involving  power hanks

carching fire on board alr-
craft, such devices are also
not permined to be stored in
overhead bina,

The mstructions have
been issued through DGOAS
‘Dangerous Goods Advisory
Circular® which focuses on
minimising risks assoclated
with lithium bameries and
devices carried by passen-
gers and crew metnbors.

STORAGE DEVICES
Aceordi w the DGCA,
most modern energy storage
devices wse lithium batreries
dwe 1o their high energy
denaity and efficiency. How-
ever, the widespread use of
such bameries has led o in-
creased carviage by alr, pais-
ing povenrial safery risks.
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South India back on aviation runway

New airlines and eVTOL startups plan regional and electric takeoffs

SHINE JACDB
Chennai, 4 January

Inthe early 19005, when Indiaopened its
skiestothe private sector, the first airdine
to become operational was Thiruvan-
anthapuram-hased East-West Alrlines.
Ovwver the years, South India withessed the
rise and fade-out of several carriers —
including Kingfisher Airlines, Air
Deccan, Air Pegasus, Air Carnival,
Paramount Airways, and Trulet —with
the region’s alrlines losing their
prominence on the aviation map.

However, in late December 2025,
when Union Minister of Civil Aviarion K
Ram Mohan Naldu announced that
Kerala-based AlHind Airand Hyderabad-
baszed FlyExpress had received no-
objection certificates (MOCs) from his
ministry, it injected momentum intoa
new wave of aviation firms emerging
from South India. Others include a
Mysore-based aviation venture by
medical technology (medtech)} major
Skanray Technologies and another
Kerala-based carrier, Air Kerala. When
Business Standard contacted them,
officials from AlHind Airand Skanray
said they hope tobegin operations by
mid-2026.

The region is also seeing a surge of
electricalreraft startups, including
Chennai-based The ePlane Company

Wiy it matters

® Mew entrants
retum after a wave
of airline exits

= Clearer requlatory BHCRES

signals from

Mew Dethi

What's changing
& Routes tiltt towards Tier-Il and
Tier-il citres

= |gan fleet replace expansion-era

s Turboprops fly alongside electric
aircrafi bets

¢ Upcoming from
¢ South India

i m AlHind Air
® FhyExpress

! m Air Kerala

: mindiGo

i m Ajrindia |

i Airindia

i [Express

i m Allance Air
= Akasa Air

® Spicejet

u Star Air

{ mFhy9

i mindiaOne Air

{electric vertical takeoff and landing, or
eVTOL, airtaxis), Hyderabad-based Blud
Aerospace (hydrogen eVTOLs), and
Bengalumi-based Sarla-Aviation. Most of
these firms expect to begin operations
within six months to a year, pointingtoa

renewed phase for South Indian aviation.

A senlor leader at AlHind Alrtold
Business Standard the airline is likely to
launch within six months. “"We are in the

process of acquiring
aircraft and securing an air operator’s
certificate (AOC). Kochi will be our hub,
and initially we plan to operate servicesto
nearby alrports such as Mangalore,
Thiruvananthapuram, Calicut,
Bengaluru, Mandakalli (Mysore), and
Chennai” sald Noorudhin Ahamed, a
senior executive with the AlHind group.
Turn to Page & p

South India back on aviation runway

An ADC is the formal approval
issued by the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation, authoris-
ing a company to conduct
commercial air transport oper-
ations. AlHind will begin witha
fleet of ATR 72-600 aircraft,
focusing on domestic routes.

Thegrmup, whichstanted ssa
travel and tour operator in 19492,
claims & tumover of T20,000
crore and a customer hase of 1
millon, according toits website,
FlyExpress is reportediy backed
by promoterswith experienoein
logistics, courier, and carpp
operations. The airline is
expected to begin operations
this year, with a focus on Tier-11
and Tier-[l cities Another
entrant. Skanray, is in the pro-
cessof securing an NOC. Skan-
rey is 8 major player in the
medtech sector, supplying
products in radiology and
critical care, with manufactur-
ing and research and develop-
ment facilities across seven
countries.

During the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the company createda
record by delivering 42,000
advanced intensive care unit
ventilators across India within

cight weeks, “We plan to be
operational by April=May this
year and have applied for the
licence. Wi intend tostart with
three ATR 72 aircraft operating
from Mysore to Hyderabad,
Goa, Mangalore, Kochi, Chen-
nai, Tiropati, and Muombai,
before expanding to six air-
craft within a year,” Vishwa-
prasad Alva, managing
director of Skanray, told Bresi-
ness Standard.

“Awiation has become more
viable with UDAN . We plan to
operate three aircraft for 10
hours each. We hove estab-
lished a network and are also
exploring a European partner-
ship. Mysore will be our hub
for regional connectivity, and
inthe next phase, Andhra Pra-
desh will serve as the hub for
national routes,” he said. The
company is looking st an
initial investment of T 150=200
crore.

Air Kemala, backed by
Dubai-based Zettily Aviation,
has also received an NOC from
the government. The airline
plans to deploy three ATR 72-
600 mircraft on short- and
medivm-haul domestic

routes, with Kochi as its hub,
before expanding interna-
tionally.

Among existing domestic
airlines, Star Air is headquar-
tered in Bengalum, while
Flygi is based in Goa. repre-
senting the region.

Several eVTOL companies
are also in advanced stages of
development. Last  week
Sarla-Aviation announced the
start of pround besting tor SY1-
X1 = its Aagship eVTOL dem-
onstrator — at its Bengalum
facility. The ePlane Company
is also working towards
launching electric lying tacds
for passengers in the second
halfof this year.

“Onur focus has never been
on being first, but on building
something  that lasts —
an aviation plattorm that can
be certified, produced, and
safely operated, and that is
designed and owned in India.
Our poal is to take this
new eraof aviation technology
across the finish fine for Indis

and bring it home”
said Rakesh Gaonkar,
cofounder and chief techniol-

opy officer at Sarla-Avistion.
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Airlines ask passengers not to
use power banks during flight

Directions follow DGCA circular that warns of fire risks posed by lithium batteries

DEEPAK PATEL
Meaw Dethi, & faruary

Airlines have bepun asking passengers not touse
power banks on board and are ensuring that such
devices remain with passengers ifhand bageage
istaken at the boarding gate for checkin.

The move follows a Directorate General of
Civil Aviation |DGCA) circular issoed on Novem-
ber 11 which wamed that the prowing use of
lithium batteries in portable electronic devices
had increased safety risks on board aircraft.
“Power banks, portable chargers, and similar
devices™ containing lithium batteries can act as
ignition sources and potentially trigeer onboard
fires, the regulator said. Aidines did not respord
to Biesiness Standoard 5 queries on the circular.
However, a senior airline executive said cabin
crew had begun making in-tlight announce
ments asking passengersnot touse power banks
or charge them using aircraft USE ports, and to
ensure that power banks are kept on their person
and not placed in overhead bins.

Inits circular, the DGCA stated that lithiwm
batteries stored in overhead bins or inside cabin
bageage weredifficult to acoess ormonitor by pas-

ILLLISTRATIOHN: AJAYA KUMAR MOHANTY

sengers of crew, which could delay the detection
of smoke or fire and heighten risks to flight safety.
“Lithium battery fires are very energetic and
can result in the explosion of the device,” the cir-
cular sail, adding that such fres might be trig-
pered by overheating, overcharging, crushing,
internal short circuits, poor manufacturing
quality, or damage due to mishandling.
According to the regulator, there have been
“numerpus” safety occurrences globally in
recent times in which lithium batteries carried
on board aircraft were suspected to be the cause.

Change in the air

® Airport operators asked to display
nivtices and videos across terminals

& Airlimes directing passengers
to carry power banks and spare
batteries onby in hand baggage
and not to use them an board

® Passengers must immediately inform
cahin crews if any device emits heat,
smoke, or an unusual odour

The DHGCA directed airlines and airport oper-
ators to review and strengthen their safety risk
management processes related to the handling
of lithium batteries and rechargeable devices,
including laptops, mobile phones, and tablets.

As part of the measures owtlined for sifdines,
the DGCA asked operators to enhance risk
assessments related to lithium batteries, adopt
mitigation measures to reduce the likelihood of
cabin fires. and ensure carly detection and effec-
tive firefighting capabilities on board.

Airlines have also been asked to review the

adequacy of emergency equipment, including
pemsonal protective equipment for cabin crew,
and alipn operating procedures with guidance
issued by the International Civil Avistion Organ-
ization, ircraft manufscturers, and the DGCA.
The circular places significant emphasis on
crew training, asking airlines to reinforce com-
petencies through safety, emergency proce-
dures, and dangerous goods training. Crew
members should be trained “to recognise early
signs of lithium battery thermal mnaway (for
example, overheating, smoke, or flames), ident-
ify secondary hazards including smoke inhala-
tion, and ensure frefighting squipment and fire
containment Kits are accessible and serviceahle.
For passengers, the DGCA told airlines to
strengthen communication through announce-
ments, signage, and dipital messaging. These
include cabin announcements advising passen-
gers to “carry power hanks and spare batteries
only in hand baggage”, that “using or charging
power banks is not permitted during fisht”, and
that “immediately inform cabin crew if any
devioe emits heat, smoke, or an unwsual odour™.
The regulator also directed airlines toensure
that cabin crew informed passengers that power
banks and spare batteries miust not be placed in
overhead bins. Airport operators, meanwhile,
were asked to display clear notices and videos
across terminals, checldn counters, lounges,
boarding gates, and security checkpoints to raise
awareness of lithium battery fire rsks, They
weretoldtocaution passengers against charging
such devices prior to boarding.
The DGCA directed airlines to promptly
report all safety issues and occurrences related
tor lithiuwm hattery incdents.
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ir India Set to Say Tatato
CEO Wilson in Cockpit Reset

Chandra talks with CEQs
of UK, US carriers for Air
India; change at Air India
Express helm likely too

KalaVijayraghavan
E Arindam Majumder

Mumbal | New Delhi: Alr Indin ow
ner Tata Sons has held discussions
with top global aviation executives in

s search for a new set of leaders for

its airlines business, officials close to
the development said.

Group chairman N Chandrasoka-
ran his hold discussions with chiel
executives of af least two leading UK-

Flight Plan__

-r—---._._.______ -

and US-based international carriers
as potential candidates to take over
from Alr India CEO Campbell Wil-
son. The group's topexecut ive, who ks

also chairman of Alr Indin, has
grown impatient with the pace of ex-

..‘_‘ has held regular | Wilson's
performance {
reviews of late

termends
June 7

ecutionand improvementonground,
these officials said.

These deliberations come as Wil-
gon's term ks set to conclude in June
2027, Alr India Express, the group's
low-cost carrier, is expected 1o see gi-

milar leadership changes, the per-
sons clied above sald. The termof s
current chiel executive, Aloke Singh,
toe, will end in 2027,

Air India could see a new captain in
thedeck well ahead of the completion
of Wilson's term, people In the know
sild. Chandrasekaran |8 also under-
stood to have held regular perfor-
mance review discussions with Wil-
som over recent months.

Taia Sons did not comment.

A person close to Wilson said the ex
ocutive is partol thesuccession plan
ning and has alresdy shared with the
board his inability to continue be-
vond 2027, Group officials contested
this characterisation; sayving no dis-
cussion of this nature has happened
at the bourd level

Mixed Bag of Execution

»+ From Page 1
They sauid the leadership transition s being
didven directly by the group chalrman

Wilson, a New Zealander, joined Alr India
firn Juky 2022 aned Iaid ot & five-vear transfor-
mation plan to turn the aidine into a global
oompetitor, while improving ibs financial
performance, Hix report card remaing o
itk LT

Under Wilson's watch, a critleal purtof the
lan, that of merging Vistars into Air India,
was completed smoothly while the aidine
significantly increased its feet. even overtn
Jchng markoet leader IndiGo on somie key met
T IO

However, the transformation plan has been
materially constrained by a prolonged glo-
bal supply chain erisis that delaved the in-
duction of new aircrafl, while delaying re-
farbishment of older ones

As a result, the nirline’s service standords
nnd on-time porforimancs hove coime under
pressune, with repented technical (ssues of
focting its wide-body Oeet, which [1ies (o key
marketssuch as Furopeand North America

*We shoudd hove received 28 brand new air-
craft h'«. now. Bul 1he Brrr.ul nurnhi-rrrt' nEw
“—inthat we
s i
110 TL

@ Foom In
& Foom Out

The aidine’s operations hunve also been un-
der helghtened scrutiny since a crash las:
vear thet killed 260 people, thotgh & predini
nary imvestigation hasn't indicated any falkt
with the atrerndt or te adrline's engineering
[ractioes

In the afirrmath of the crash, however, s
nior gpovernment afficials sidestepped Wil-
son, choosing to deal directly with Tata gro-
up's top kmdership This is alao understood

v hawe b a fictor in the viability of tweex
ocutive's continuation.

Multiple sendorafficials incloding Wilson,
have been =sied show-cause notices by the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation foral
leged Violations and non-complianee, inclu
ding an incident where the aifine oporated
i ad et with an explied lioence.

Theairiine's path to profitability has be-
en significantly impacted due to an air-
space closure by Pakistan, which forcesit
to take longer routes, Air India, along
with its subsidinry Adr India Express,
posied m loss of Rs 10858 crore in
FY25—the highest loss maker in the Tata
group—on a revenue of Rs 78,636 crore

Withithe aritical phaseof consolbdation, in-
pegration and brand revival following the
airline's returnbo the Tata fold rgely in pla
oe, the Thta Sons chnirman i learnt to be se
eking proater leadership heft, sharper ex-
ecutional depth and a stronger custome
centric orientation to steer Air India intoits
next phase of growth, global competitive-
ness and sestained profitability
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Flights grounded in Greece
on radio frequencyloss

FUGHTS ACROSS GREECE
wemn ltp'l.l IJI:I.IJHJ on .‘;IJI:I.I.‘I..!:(-‘I.H&‘I
acollapse of mdio frequencies
exippled abrtraffic commmuisica-
tion, strancing thowsands of
travellers and bringing alrpon
opcrations toa halt, There was
lietle clarity on what caused the
dismuption, which hegan early
Sundayand quickly escalated.
Some overflights acmss Greek
and regional aimpace were still
L5 np serviced, bt restrictions
were imposed on airport opem
thons for salEty reasons, Greece's
avil aviationaut horsty said,
Dozensof fights were dis-
rupk e, For some reasonall fre
quencieswerne suddenlylos_We
could mot ommunicate with
alreraft in the sky,” Panagiots
Pearms, chair of the Avociation

iof Grewk Adir Traffic Controlliers,
told statebroadeaster ERLT,

He said the problem
sepmied to be a collapse of cen-
tral radio frequency systemsat
the Athens and Macedonia
area control systems, the
laxgest alr cont rol fact ity the
country based in Athens, It
monitors the Athens Flight
lntonmation Region, a vast
expanse of aimpace under the
contral of Greek authorities,

Flight trackers showed
Greek alpspace was largely
empty. ERT saul airport
arrivals and departures were
qupr:l.rlrrl at Fa.m local time,
reporting from a departures
terminal at Athens’ Eleftherios
Vendzrelos alrport arcwded with
travellers = REUTERS
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Air India pilot was arrested
in Canada over alcohol use

Anirudh Bhattacharyya

letters@hindustantimes.com

TORONTO: An Air India pilot
removed from a plane on Decem-
ber 23 for being under the influ-
ence of alcohol was placed under
arrest, the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police (RCMP)
announced Friday. He was sent to
India the following day.

The Richmond detachment of
the RCMP said it arrested the pilot
at Vancouver International Air-
port “following a report of concern
involving a crew member prepar-
ing to report for duty”.

The pilot allegedly failed two
breathalyser tests conducted by
local police and was detained for
smelling of liquor before being
declared unfit for duty, Reuters
reported. The incident delayed Air
India Flight 186 to New Delhi by
several hours before it departed
safely that afternoon with a
replacement pilot. While the
RCMP did not identify the airline

The pilot was restrained from
boarding after being declared

unfit to fly. REUTERS
in its statement, Canadian media
and people in New Delhi aware of
the matter confirmed the incident
involved the Air India flight. The
pilot has not been named.

Canadian civil aviation authori-
ties have raised the matter with
their Indian counterparts, Trans-
port Canada has written to Air
India requesting findings and
details of steps to prevent future
occurrences by January 26,
according to an unnamed Cana-
dian official cited by Reuters,

A Transport Canada spokesper-

son told CTV News the agency
contacted Indian authorities “to
ensure appropriate follow-up
actions are taken” against the pilot.

Air India confirmed Canadian
authorities raised concerns over
the pilot’s fitness for duty. “Air
India regrets the inconvenience
caused to its passengers and is
fully co-operating with the local
autherities,” the airline said ina
staternent shortly after the inci-
dent was first reported.

The carrier added that the pilot
“has been taken off flying duties
during the process of enquiry” and
that it “maintains a zero-tolerance
policy towards any violation of
applicable rules and regulations”.

AirIndia is expected to submita
detailed report to the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA),
which could lead to action against
the pilot or airline. Canadian civil
aviation norms bar pilots from
consuming alcohol within 12
hours of fiying. The RCMP said its

investigation is ongoing.
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Greek flights grounded

after radio systems fail

ATHENS: Flights across Greece
were grounded for several hours
on Sunday after a collapse of
radio frequencies crippled air
traffic communication, stranding
thousands of travellers and
bringing airport operations to a
virtual standstill.

There was little clarity on what
caused the disruption, which
began early Sunday and quickly
escalated, affecting travel plans of
thousands on the busy last week-
end of the holiday period.

Some overtlights across Greek
and regional airspace were still
being serviced, but restrictions

continued on 37

Animage from flight-tracking
service FlightRadar24 showing
clear airspace over Greece.

GREECE FLIGHTS

tion of Greek Air Traffic Con-
trollers, told state broadcaster
ERT.

The association later said the
breakdown affected all frequen-
cies used on the ground, and
some frequencies used by
Athens Approach, an air traffic
control umnit responsible for
managing aircraft arriving in
and departing from Athens's
Eleftherios Venizelos airport.

Among its responsibilities is
radar monitoring for safe sepa-
ration of aircraft in the sky as
well as issuing instructions on
speed, and altitude levels.

The Air Traffic Controllers
Association said controllers
were using all means at their
disposal to ensure the safety of
flights, calling the scale of Sun-
day’s incident “unprecedented
and unacceptable” for an air
traffic control system.

Psarros said the problem
seemed to be a collapse of cen-
tral radio frequency systems at
the Athens and Macedonia area
control systems, the largest air
control facility in the country. It
monitors the Athens Flight
Information Region, a vast
expanse of airspace under the
control of Greek authorities.

“We haven't been informed
about the cause of this prob-
lem... certainly the equipment
we have is virtually ancient. We
have raised this many times in
the past,” Psarros said.
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A regulator in turbulence: How the DGCA lost its way

As India enters a new year and nears a century of civil aviation regulation, the DGCA finds itself under unprecedented scrutiny. Once led by pioneering airmen and technocrats, the regulator

is now exposed by aidine mismanagement, regulatory inertia and repeated safety lapses. The IndiGo saga has underscored the urgent need to reform India's aviation sector

SANJAY
LAZAR

e

As we herald another new year, almost
a century after Lt Col (later Sir) Francis
Claude Shelmerdine established India’s
Department of Civil Aviation in 1927 and
went on to become the country’s first
Director General of Civil Aviation, he must
surely be tuming in his grave, The sordid
IndiGo saga has exposed the tender under-
belly of indian aviation and the DGCA alike,

The year 2025 isone that Indian aviation
would rather forget. Looked at more char-
itably, however, 2026 could yet prove to
be a harbinger of much-needed
change.That golden generation of airmen
and aviation traditions—beginning with
the great |.R.D. Tata, Aspi Engineer,
Purshottam Kabali, Shelmerdine and Sir
Victor Sassoon, and carried forward by
Indian Alr Force pilots and technical heads
of the DGCA—has long since passed.

The glory years of the 19705 and 19805,
when Air Marshals such as |afar Zaheer and
Alr Vice Marshal CK Shantaram Raje—both
decorated and eminently distingulshed
Director Generals of Civil Aviation—led the
regulator, effectively ended with the
tenure of the last technical head, Mr Kanu
Gohain, who demitted office in 2007.

A course correction under the UPA
resulted In airmen and technocrats being
permanently supplanted by IAS officers.
Over the past 17 years, the post has effec-
tively become a bureaucratic preserve and
a plum posting. This is not to say that non-
IAF afficers did not serve with distinction
in the Interregnum. Some did so with great
honour—among them Mr H.5. Khola, Mr
M.R. Slvaraman, and Dr 5.5. Sidhu, who later
went on to become ICAQ Secretary
ceneral.

in recent tfimes, the DGCA has come
under fire for numerous sins of commis-
sion and omission, despite—aor perhaps
because of—the fact that it is currently
headed by an eminently distinguished
bureaucrat. The Al-171 tragedy, incldents of
GPS spoofing, Alrbus software issues, the
mess at IndiGo, and the alleged scams
within the system have exposed long-fes-
tering cracks in the Directorate's armaur.
It took the bloedletting of both the Indian

k]

INDIA URGENTLY
NEEDS A CLEAR
SEPARATION OF
ADMINISTRATIVE
AND TECHNICAL
FUNCTIONS, WITH
SEASONED
AVIATORS AND
PROFESSIONALS
LEADING THE
REGULATOR

(" Sanjay Lazar is CED,
futalaz Consultants, and an

——=

populace and the political class to
realise that the DGCA had perhaps
become a large cesspool of red tape,
shielded for years from public scrutiny
under the guise of public safery. In
2025, that final veil was torn apart by a
cascading series of failures that made
Indian aviation appear farci-
cal.

In an earlier article, we

how blinkered—or creative-

ly selective—vision at the regulator trig-
gered a domino effect across the avia-
tion market. The DGCA has grown (oo
large, too unwieldy. and at times, dan-
gerously dysfunctional.

Today, the DGCA comprises 19 divi-
sions, headed by officials of the rank of
Economic Adviser (EA), joint Director
General (|DG), or Deputy Director General
{DDG), all reporting upwards to the EA
or DG. Each division is wested with

The Pioncer

traced the IndiGo crisis and EITTI4EITTEE

defined oversight responsibilities, yet
when the system collapses, accountabil-
ity Is conspicuously absent.

The IndiGo crisis Is a rextbook
example: its roots lie across multiple
DGCA divislons, yet no one is ever found
culpable.Schedules were approved by
the DDG {AED) and his supe-
rior without verification, but
no action fellowed — on the
contrary, the approvals were
guietly defended using anri-
quated rules.

The |DG (DAT) and the Chief Flight
Operations Inspector were responsible
for flight standards and pilot oversight
at IndiGo, yet appeared unaware that 120
pilots had been ket go or that recrultment
had been paused as early as May.

The regulator conveniently forgot the
airline’s requests for deferment of Phase
Il of the CAR in September 2025, as well
as the seven dispensations sought.

Either the left hand did not know what
the right was doing—or plawsible deni-
ability was the chosen refuge A recent
transfer of a DGCA official appeared
ominous amid the IndiGo crisis but
turned out to be a routine, long-pending
change.

The real questions remain unan-
swered: why do officers facing vigi-
lance Inquiries continue (o oCCupy sen-
sitive positions years beyond permissi-
ble norms? Why did previous DGs freeze
serlous investigations?

A genuine purge—post an indepen-
dent external inguiny—would inevitably
have to include senior |[DGs, DDGs and
the CFOL, if the government has the will
to clean its Augean stables. Political
expediency, however, often weighs
heavier.

At the heart of the problem lies the
continued exploitation of archaic rules—
most notably those governing pilot

FIRST
olumn

strength per alrcraft. CAR Section S-[11-C,
Part Il, Clause 8.4 mandates a minimum
of three sets per aircraft (six pilots),
despite the DGCA approving the nation-
al carrier’s policy as far back as 2019 for
a minimum of 6.5 sets (13 pilots) for
narrow-body aircraft and 12.5 sets (50
pilats} for long-haul operations, exclud-
ing reserves.

The three-set concept is obsalete,
Incompatible with modern fatigue man-
agement and safety norms. Yet the
DGCA persists with it providing errant
dirlines a conwvenient fig leaf to cut
costs and overwork pilots. Ironically,
many DGCA systems in use today trace
their origins to Shelmerdine himself
nearly a century ago—from pilot and air-
craft licensing to accident reporting
and the drafting of the Alrcraft Act,
1934.

Following ICAQ and FAA audits in
2006, serious deficiencies were flagged
and Parliament constituted the Kaw
Committee to recommend reforms.The
Kaw Committee proposed the creation
of an Indian Civil Aviation Service, finan-
cial and adminlistrative autonomy, and
professional management of the regu-
lator. Parllament subsequently recom-
mended replacing the DGCA with an
autonomous Civil Aviation Authority
{CAA). The CAA BIll, 2013, passed commit-
tee scrutiny but lapsed after the 2014
elecrions.

Those reforms vanished without trace.
Today, as India stands on the brink of
becoming the world's third-largest avi-
ation market, with nearly 2,000 aircraft
and 250 alrports, it continues to rely on
regulatory mechanisms inherited from
colonial times—long abandoned even by
Britain and dozens of ather nations.

Calls for radical reform may sound
extreme, but the need to restructure and
professionalise the DGCA is undeniable.
Unfortunately, the Bharatiya Vayuyan
Vidheyak, 2024, moves in the opposite
direction, entrenching dysfunction
rather than curing it

India urgently needs a clear separation
of administrative and technical func-
tions, with seasoned aviators and pro-
fessionals leading the regulator, as is the
global norm.

The Prime Minister and the Aviation
Minister owe it to the nation to purge,
modernise and liberate aviation over-
sight through an independent CAA-style
body—so that Indian aviation can truly
fly high, without fear or favour.
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DGCAbansuse
of power banks
for charging

during flights:

New Delhi: The Director
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) on Sunday clarified
that passengers are not
allowed to use power banks
to charge mobile phones or
any other electronic devices
during fights, citing serious
safety concerns linked to
lithium batteries.

Ina statement, the
aviation regulator said
power banks cannot be used
for charging gadgets at any
time during a flight,
including through aircraft
seat power outlets, The
move comes after several
incidents workdwidein
which lithium batteries
overheated or cought fire on
board aircraft. The DGCA
had eadier issued a Dange-
s Goods Advisory Circu-
lar that allowed power banks
and spare lithium bat teries
only in hand baggage. These
items are prohibited from
being stored in overhead
compartments, as fires in
overhead bins are difficult to
detect and control

The Statesman &3
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2 flights circle
fog-hit Lucknow
28 times in 2
days, fail to land

Lucknow: For two winter
mornings, dense fog over
Lucknow turned the skies in-
to a maze for an Air India Ex-
press Boeing 737 MAX 8 oper-
ating flight from Delhi.

OnJan 2and Jan 4, the air-
craft circled the city 28 times,
spending around 171 minutes
hovering above Lucknow, on-
Iy to return to Delhi without
landing. On Jan 4, IX217 flight
reached Lucknow at 6.42 am.,
But the runway visual range
(RVR) was only 125 metres, far
below the DGCA-mandated
minimum of 150 metres re-
guired for asafelanding.

Hoping the fog would clear,
the pilots kept the aircraft ina
holding pattern. For 78 min-
utes till 8.01 am, the jet looped
over the city 11 times.

When conditions didn't im-
prove, theaircraft turned back,
landing in Delhiat 8.55 am.

Ondan2,1X2171 faced near-
ly identical conditions. It re-
ached Lucknow at6.18 am, and
for the next 93 minutes, it cir-
cled over the city 17 times,
waiting for a break in the fog
that never came. mn
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No mid-air charging DGCA pullsthe
plug on power banks ater fire scares

SHEKHAR S5INGH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 4
In a decisive move aimed at
tightening cabin safety, India’s
aviation reguilator has drwn a
hard red line on theuse of pow-
er banks during flights, =sig-
nalling rem tolerance for risks
posed by lithium battery-pow-
ered devices at 35,000 feet.
Citing a surge in plobal inci-
dents involving  overheating
and in-flipght fires, the Direc
torate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCAhas bared passengers
from using power banks to
charge phones or gadgets on
board aircrafts, including
through the seat power outlets,
The clampdown, issued
through a Dangermus Goods
Adwvisory Circuilar in Novemn-
ber, reflects a prowing alarm
within the aviation safety dr
des over lithium battenes
becoming  ipnifion  sources
mside aircraft cabins, Passen-
gers may still carry power
banks and spare hattenes, but
the regulator has made it cear

that these devices must remain
in hand baggage and not be
stowed in overhead hbins,
spaces where smokeor fire can
go unnoticed untilit istoo late.
The DGCA's warning is
blunt, Lithium battery fires, it
says. are not only intense but
can also be self-sustaining,
making them harder to extin
puish than conventional on
board fires, Uncontrolled heat-
ing, overcharping, crushing,
poor manufacturing quality,
apeing or internal short cir-
cuits can all trigger themmal
mnaway, turning  evervday
electronic accessones into air-
borne hazards. In extreme cas-
es, devices caneven explode.
Where these batleries ame
kept matters just as much as
how they are used. Battenes
tucked away in overhead com-
partments or buried inside car-
ryv-on baps amre difficult to
arcess and monitor, delaying
detection and emerFency
response, That delay, the regu-
lator has cautioned can
sharply escalate the threat to

flipht safety

The advisory places signifi-
cant responsibility on aidines,
directing them torework safety
nsk assessments related to
lithium batteries and adopt
toupher preventive measunes
in aireraft cabins. Farly detec
tion and swift firefighting ame
centralto the new approach.

Aidines have beenimstriucted
to ensure that on board fire-
fighting equipment and protec-
trve pear are notonly adequate,
but readily accessible, while
crew trining must be sharp-
enaed to spot early waming
signs such as unusual heat,
smuke or odour, it added.

Cabin crew are expected to
understand the dangers of
smoke inhalation from battery
fires and to tse the comreet fire-
fighting techniques when sec-
onds count. Passenpers, too,
are being pulled into the safety
net.  Mandatory  inflight
announcements will now spel
out the risks, wging travellers
to alert crew if any device
shows signs of malflinetion.
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Air Indiabegins
probe into pilot’s
Vancouver fiasco

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 4
Air India has begun its pmbe
into the recent allegations of a
pilet being under the influence
of alcohol at the Vancouver air-
port in Canada.

The airline is likelyto submit
a response o the Canadian avi-
ation  regulator,  Transport
Canada afterthe latter, in a for
mal communication to the air-
line, said one of its pilots was
“prevented from operating” a
Vancouver-Delha  flight on
December 23 following con-
cerns that he was allepedly
under the mfluence of alcohol,
leading o his removal from the
aireraft just before departure

Sorees told The Tribume that
soon after reports of the ina-
dent surfaced, the Directorate
General of Coil Aviation was
informed and an  intemal
mnuiry committee was consti-
tuited by Air India “Aninternal
enquiry commitie has pmbe
was bepun,” the sourees said,
adding that the panel is eaxpect-
ed to submit its report before
January 26. —TNS
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