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Airport pickup point woes persist

Passengers Are
Not Happy With
Buggy Services,
Call Drivers Rude

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Five months after
the passenger pick-up point at
Chennaiairport wasshifted to
the new multi-level car par-
king (MLCP) facility to de-
congest thearea in frontof the
arrival terminals, passengers
continue to face significant
challenges,

Parking operations are
managed by Meenambakkam
Realty Private Ltd under a
contract with the Chennaiafr-
port authorities. Passengers
say buggy services are poor

L]

MEED A SOLUTION: Contract staffers locked a cab's wheels for
stopping away from the multi-level car park

and that the personnel offe-
ring them are rude. To make
matters worse, penalties are
imposed on cab drivers who
offer to pick up passengers.
Guru L, who arrived at the
Tl domestic terminal on
Thursday, said he had towaita

long time to get a bugey to re-
ach the MLCP as there were
not enough vehicles o accom-
modate passengers, “It is wor-
se if you carry luggage as the-
reisnoprovision to keep them
in buggies. To walk with the
luggage to the MLCE which is

far from the arrival terminal,
is unimaginable and after rea-
ching the MLCE vou must wa-
it for another 15 minutes as
there is a mad rush to avail of
the lift service to reach the se-
cond floor where cabs are par-
ked," hesaid.

T Vishal, who recently fa-
ced a similar problem, sald
that the buggy operators told
him that the vehicles are only
for pregnant women, sehior
citizens and persons with dis-
abilities, “1 have used the bug-
gy service before to reach the
MLCP earlier Didn't know
when the rules changed,” he
said,

A senior airport official
told TOI that cabs can pick up
senior citizens, pregnant wo-
men, and differently abled in-
dividuals at the arrival termi-
nal. However, cab drivers refu-
e to drive to the terminal, fea-
ring penalties from

contractors. Cab drivers say
contractors lock their vehi-
clestostop them from ferrying
passengers. On.Jan1, a woman
passenger said the contrac-
tor’s staff demanded SO0 to
71,500 as penalty from the dri-
verof thecabinwhichshewas
travelling.

Rajiv Shukla, spokesper-
san for Meenambakkam Real-
ty Private Litd, said the person-
nel on the ground had been in-
structed to speak to people
with folded hands. “Regular
orientation is done on the gro-
und and there are supervisors
to ensure that the personnel
behave well,” he said,

Alrport authorities said
there were about 20 buggies to
pick up arriving passengers
and taken them to the MLCP,
adding that they will look into
complaints about contract
staff attitude towards cab dii-
versand flvers.
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Seven more airports to
come in AP, says Naidu

MD ILYAS | DC
VIJAYAWADA, JAN. 2

Chief Minister ‘\I C‘h:m
drababu Naidu

Friday that Antlhra Prad
esh would have seven new
airports. The projects are
currently in the planning

Stage,

Union civil aviation mi-
nister Rammohan Naidu
and senior officials of the
Airports  Authority  of
India attended a review
meeting on the aviation
network in the state at the
chief minister's resi-
dence. It focussed atten-
tion on the construction
and expansion of airpor-

The Gannavaram
(Vijayawada) airport
designs have been pre-
pared with the theme of
Kuchipudi dance,

ts, along with the plans for
new airports.

The CM noted that AP
has a total of seven civil

aviation facilities. The
AAl manages the Visak.
hapatnam, Tirupati, Ka-
dapa, Rajahmundry and
Gannavaram airports. Th-
e Kurnool airport is man-
aged by the state govern-
ment while the one in
Puttaparthi is a private
airstrip. In addition to
these, work is on for the
Bhogapuram internation-
al airport. The CM said, *
The state government has
decided to launch 7 more
airports. While some of
these projects were taken
up during the TD govern-
ment's tenure.these were
kept in cold storage for
the past five years.”
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® DENSE FOG HITS OPERATIONS

19 flights diverted, more than

400 delayed at Delhi airport

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, January 4
DELHI AIRPORT ON Saturday
saw 19 flight diversions, many
cancellations and over 400
flight delays as low visibility
conditions due to dense fog
impacted operations forthe sec-
ondstraight day.

An official said 19 flights
were diverted at the airport
between 12.15amand 1.30am
due to reduced visibility. Of
them, 13 were domestic, four
international and two non-
scheduled flights.

More than 45 flights were
cancelled due to bad weather
conditions at Delhi as well as at
the destination airports, the
official said. As perinformation
availableonflight trackingweb-
site Flightradar24.com, over
400 flights were delayed at the
Delhi airport.

The country's largest airline
IndiGo had temporarily put
arrivals and departures on hold
attheairport earlyin themom-
ing."Whilelanding and takeoffs
continueat DelhiAirport flights
that are not CAT [1I compliant
maygetaffected. Passengersare
requested to contact the airline

Flights are seen grounded at the Jayprakash Narayan
International Airport amid delay dueto fog, in Patna,
on Saturday

concerned for updated flight
information. "Any inconve-
nience caused is deeply regret-
ted,"the Delhilnternational Air-
port Ltd (DIAL) said ina poston
Xat6.56am.

CAT [ facilityallowsaircraft
to operate in low-visibility con-
ditions. Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (IGIA) in the
national capital is operated by
DIAL. “#6ETravelAdvisory:
Departuresandarrivalsat#Del-

NANCIAL EXPRESS Sun, 85 January 2025

READ TO LEAD

FTI

hiAirport are currently on hold
due toreduced visibility,"IndiGo
saidina postonXat1.05amon
Saturday. Air India said in an
update on X at 1.16 am that
poor visibility due to dense
fogwasimpacting flightopera-
tions in Delhi and parts of
northern India.

A thick blanket of fog had
enveloped Delhi on Friday as
well, delaying more than 400
flights. In an update on X at

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/76568291

10.58am, IndiGo said densefog
continued to affect visibility in
Delhi, Chandigarh, Amritsar,
Srinagar, Guwahati, and Patna,
evenduring daytime.

"We assure you that our
teams are working diligently to
assist all impacted customers,
ensuring your journey resuimes
as soon as the weather
improves, it said in another post
at 11 am. IGIA handles around
1,3001light movements daily.
The Northern Railway also said
atotalof 59 trains were running
lateby uptosixhoursand 22by
around eight hours,

Inarelated development,air
quality in the national capital
was in the 'very poor'category,
with an Air Quality Index (AQI)
readingof 380 at 9 am, accord-
ing to Central Pollution Control
Board data.

AnAQ] between zeroand 50
isconsidered'good, 51and 100
'satisfactory, 101and 200'mod-
erate, 201 and 300 'poor!, 301
and 400'verypoor,and401and
500'5evere’ The minimum tem-
perature settled at 7.8 degrees
Celsius,a notch above normal.

The Met office has predicted
dense to very dense fog during

theday.
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2 airport staff caught
for gold smuggling

Somendra Sharma

MUMBS)
—

The Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRD on Friday
claimed to have busted a four-
member gang, including two
persons  working at the
Mumbai airport, instrumen-
tal in gold smugeling. Gold
weighing 8,050 grams and
worth Rs4.84 crore was
recovered from socks and
undergarments of A A
Oganiya and V V Patil, who
worked at the airport.

Thane resident R § Jadhav
is said to be the alleged
mastermind of the racket,
while A Fahad from HKerala
aided him, said the officials.
Describing their modus oper-

andi, the DRI said that
Oganiya and Patil used to col-
lect gold from transit passen-
gers and pass it on to the
other accused.

Acting on a tip-off, Oganiya
and Patil were intercepted in
the parking lot of the airport,
said the officials, adding that
the other two were subse-
quently nabbed from outside
the airport The accused per-
sons have accepted that they
were engaged in gold smug-
gling for monetary benefits,
the official added.

The ‘imvolvement of other
key members, source of
smuggled gold, smugeling
modus, money rails etc. are
yet to be investigated, said the
officials.
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DUTY-FREE SHOP
STAFFERS HELD
FOR SMUGGLING
GOLD AT AIRPORT

Abhishek Sharan
abhishek.sharan@hindustantimes.cam

MUMBAI: Two staffers of a duty-
free shop at the international air-
port were among four people
arrested by the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI) for
smuggling 6 kg gold worth ¥4.84
crore on Friday. The other two
were purported receivers of the
gold.

DRI's operation was based on
a specific intelligence which
identified an alleged syndicate of
airport staffers employed at
duty-free shop at the Chhatrap-
ati Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA). Certain duty-
free shop statfers were allegedly
involved in retrieving smuggled
gold in small batches from inter-
national transit and delivered
them outside the airport to
receivers.

The agency managed to inter-
cept the two staffers while they
were transporting smuggled
gold outside the airport, the
sources said. They found gold in
the form of dust and wax packed
in five oval-shaped capsules and
inside two packets. It weighed
6.05 kg in all and is estimated to
be worth ¥4.84 crore. In the fol-
low-up operation, two alleged
receivers were also arrested.

DRI seized the gold and
arrested the four accused based
on relevant provisions of the
Customs Act, 1962, by the DRL
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Get, stretch, fly: CISF initiative at select
airports to prevent ‘potential health issues’

Gwabior, and Bhiurtar alrports, [OWT), and eases tension in  cowntry nthewordd and beento
HIMNA ROHTAKI Asenior (ISFollicer pld The  key muscle groups such as  India over 20 times, but | have
CHANDIGARH, JANLIARY & Indian Express, “Weinitiated vol-  calves, hamsirings, hips, shoul-  neverseen anything like this be-

PASSENCERS AT sdect ampats
are now being encouraged o
strefch and et thesir mise les be-
fore boarding their Mights,
thanks to a new init iative by the
Ceniral Indusirial Secunty Force
(Q5F L Thisis said to be the Brst-
of -its-kind move al airports
global by,

The CI5F has introduced vol-
untary stretc hing exercises for
passengers al boarding gates o
promote ahealthier ravel expe-
nence. [ s asomoouragingair
kne operators o adopl and -
pand the programme.

Current Iy, the bwo-to three-
minu e exercise sessions are be-
ing conducted at Srinagar,
Jooil Wi, Dee hiradiiin, Lhdai pir,

untary stretching to enhance
travell o s walting time at board-
inggates, it snotonly benefical
lor passengers’ health but also
helps prevent potential healthis-
siescaysed by prolonged sithing
or delays Often, passengers
avind stretcheng in publicfor fear
oflooking edd, sowe have made
iLan organised activity.”
Soumes stated, “The Airpont
Security Headguarters has sug-
gested o airport operaors, air-
feres, and ASGs{ Abrport Secunty
Groups ) o implernent breef ex
ertise programmaees to enhance
the passenger experience.
Stretching beowe boading helps
prevent muscle stiffness, im-
proves blood ciroulation, reduices
therask of Dewip Ve Throibosis

ders, and meck.”

The CISF has trained its gafl
o gusde passengers through six
light stretching oercases, inchad -
ing, sidle stretches, horzontaland
vertical siretches, and calf mus-
de stretches,

“We have receved an over-
whelming response [rom pas-
senpers al airparts where this
mutine has been introduced.
During this lfoggy season, with
frequent delays and extended
sitting penods. these exercises
areprovingto be espedally use
fud in improving biood circula-
tion." the olficer added.

Michael, aforeigntraveller at
oneof the partc pating abnpors,
sandl in hiis feedback o the CISF,
“I've travelled o almast every

fore, Oficials were leading
stretching cxercises with pas
sengers at the arport.1Cs a fan
tatic idea, and | hope itcontin-
[T

Sirmilarly, an Indian mravelber
at Gwa lior airport shared ina
feedback wdeo, “l really appre
cate thistnitatne. When you sit
for long penods, it allects your
body and blood circulation,
These stretching exenises are
crucial, and | hope they con-
finue,”

There have been instances
where medical S5oes anse on
Mighits due to poor blood drou-
lation. However, the CI5F is rec-
ommending the exercises only
o passengers without signifi-
cant medical conditions.
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IGI airport: 19 flights diverted, 200
flights delayed due to dense fog

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & Mew Deiv

AS many a8 19 Oights were di
verted at the Delhl alrport ear-
Iy Saturday morning, and over
200 Nights were delayed ns low
visibility due to dense fog (m-
pacted operations. IndiGo air-
lines temporarily put arrivals
and departures on hold at the
airport early in the morming
For the second straight morn
ing, dense fivg over Delhicaused
vizibility to drop to zero in a
number of locations, cansing
81 trains to be delayed
Meanwhile, over BO trains
were delayed, with the Varana
sl-bound Vande Bharat Express
running 14 hours late and the

New Delhl-lnbound Vande
Bharat Express delayed by over
four hours. Additionally, 51
Mights had to be reroited doe to
dense fog in Delhi

This comes a day after the na-
tional capital's airport experi-
enced over 400 flight delays on
Friday cansed by poor visibili-
tv due to heavy fog.

The Delhi airport sent out
travel advice to travellers,
warning them of potential
flight delays and advising them
o remain in touch with their
Individual airines,

Meanwhile, the air quality in
Delhl-NCR remained in ‘very
bad’ category with the AQI at
383 on Saturday,

Delhi's Max & Min

The maxdmum
temperatune
settiedat 20
degrees Celsius,
and the minimum
temperature was
recorded at 7.8
degrees Celslus,
0.9 notch above
the normal,
atcording to

the IMD.
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Flights

disrupted

PALASBARI, Jan 3:
Fourteen flights were
cancelled and more than
30 faced delay due to low
visibility caused by dense
fog at Lokpriya Gopinath
Bordoloi International
Airport (LGBIA) on Friday.
— A Correspondent
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FLIGHT ON TIME

exican airline Aeromexico had
M the world’s best record for on-
time arrivals in 2024, according
to an annual ranking released on Thurs-
day. Delta Air Lines scored the highest
among US carriers despite a computer
outage that caused thousands of flight
cancellations in July.
Aviation-data provider Cirium said in
a report that nearly 87 per cent of
Aeromexico flights arrived within 15 min-
utes of their scheduled arrival, a widely
used measure of on-time performance
among airlines. Saudia, the flagship car-
rier of Saudi Arabia, ranked second world-
wide, with an on-time performance rate
of just over 86%, according to Cirium. AP
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Fog delays 100
flights in Delhi

New Delhl: More than
100 flights were delayed
at the Delhi airport on
Friday morning as visibil-
ity dropped to zero in
some areas due to dense
fog. A thick blanket of
fog engulfed the national
capital in the morning,
with the weather depart-
ment predicting cloudy
skies for much of the
day.
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Over 100 flights
delayed due to
fog in Delhi

NEW DELHI, PTI: More than
100 flights were delayed
at the Delhi airport on Fri-
day morning as visibility
dropped to zero in some ar-
easdue to dense fog.

A thick blanket of fog en-
gulfed the national capital in
the morning, with the weath-
er department predicting
cloudy skies for much of the
day. Delhi’s minimum tem-
perature was recorded at 7
degrees Celsius, the weather
office said.

The IMD said the IGI Air-
portexperiencedverydense
fogwithvisibilityrecorded at
O metres.
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AirKerala tolaunch flight services
fromMysuru soon

MYSURU, DHNS: Air Kerala
is likely to operate an ATR
72-seater flight from Mysuru
AirporttoKochiAirport from
May.

Officials of Airport Au-
thority of India-Mysuru, led
by Mysore-Kodagu MP Yadu-
veer Krishnadatta Chamaraja
Wadiyar held a meeting with
officials of Air Kerala regard-
ing the strategic collaboration
aimed at enhancing tourism,
aviation and business pros-
pectsin the region.

Mysuru Airport Director
J R Anoop informed that Air

Keralaassured of progressive-
ly expanding its operations
from Mysuru by introducing
flights on potential routes. In
a move to bolster local talent
and aviation infrastructure,
Air Kerala plans to collabo-
rate with relevant firms to
establish an aviation acade-
my in Mysuru. The academy
will initially feature a state-
of-the-art ATR 72-600 sim-
ulator, providing world-class
training for aspiring aviation
professionals.

During the meeting, Afi
Ahmed, Chairman of Air Ker-

ala, said, “This collaboration
underscores our commitment
to enhance regional connec-
tivity and promoting Mysuru’s
rich cultural heritage on a
globalscale. Together, weaim
tomake asignificantimpactin
aviation and tourism’”,

MP Yaduveer said, “This
partnership provides signif-
icant opportunity to bring
transformative change to the
region. By working together,
we can leverage Mysuru’s
strengths and create new av-
enues for economic and cul-
tural exchange”.
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Committed to make
Al a top-class airline:
Chandrasekaran

PRESS TRUST OF INDL&
Chennai, January &

TATA SOMS CHAIRMAM M
Chandmselaran on Saturday
sald his company is fully com-
mitted to transforming Al India
into a top-class airline, deliver
ingexceptional service and per-
formance on a global scale.
Tata Gmoup acguired Air
Inla in 202 2 afier the govem-
ment had sigoed a share pur
chaseagreementwath Tata Sons
for the sale of Air India for
18,000 crore.
Chandrasekaran was
respanding toa queryduring a
fireside chat with TVS Supply
Chain Solutions managing
director Ravi Viswanathan at
the 'Global Alommi Meet™ of
NIT Trichy. "My commitment is

totake every effort to make Air
India, an absolute top-class air
lineintheworld. In terms of the
hardware, the flightexperence,
customer experience, technol -
ogy and in every which way,
Chandrasebkaransaid,
Heappealed tothoaudience
at thevenue to urgetheainoaft
manufacturers Boeing and Adr-
bus todelivertheaircraft as par
the orders made by Alr India,
“You all need to help me by
pushing Bocing and Airbus to
delrermethe planes, he said.
Adr India Group has a total
omderai470 planes — 250from
Alrbus and 22 0fman Bodng. In
December 2024, Alr lndia
placed an order for 100 more
additionalwide-bodyA 350and
90 narrow body A320 airoraft
inciudingA 32 1 nea



S R Le L

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF

INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS

DELHI

5 JANUARY 2025

First-class upgra

Airlines are offering
more ways than ever to
get a taste of the
champagne skies, but
how do you get past
the curtain, and when
is it worth the cost?

DEBRA KAMIN

VISIONS OF CHAMPAGHME and le-flat
seats danced in my head when Azores
Airines accepted my 500-euro bid to
upgrade my husband and metobusiness
class during our kid -free vacation this
pastAugust But the realitywas far less
cushy: Our seats reclined only a few
Inches more than regularcoach seats

There was no screen for TV or movies

Weateexacthy the samemeal theyserved
atthe back of the plane. And that bubhly?
Abust.

Them are more of us cabin dimbers
than ever, and manyof usmake the same
rookie mistake | did, sabd Anthony Berk
lich, the founderof the ooy NewYork
based travel agency Inspired Citizen.
Acoess to first and business class, once
almost exclusively reserved for big

spendersorasa perk for frequent fiems, 1s
now open to a growing number of trav-
ellers willing to dforan upgrade, spend
loyalty points orshell out extom cash,

T'wo decades ago, Delia Alr Lines typ-
peally filled much of its first-class cabin
with high-status frequent fiec Butoow,
maore than 7% of seats are taken by
eager cusiomers who have paid for the
privilege o sittingupfrant, both throug h
paid upgradesand the purchaze of a full-
pricefar, acconding to Glen Havensizin,
the president of Delta, Airlines are
respondin g to this unger by expanding
first-class and business-class cabins -
which in furn creates even more 0ppr-
tumities forupgrades.

But chooss wisely: Mot all premium
cabins pamperthe same and "B you don't
have the facts, you absohitely can be
robbed,' Berklich said. Here are some
tips for making your lie-flat dreams
Ccoame e,

Research the rout ex

The quality — and extravagance — of
your first-class cxperience is going to
depend on where you're flying to
and from.

That's because "there's actually two
typesaffirt dacs sald Brian Kelly, founder
of the Points Guy, awebsite dedicated to
maximigngamrimeand credif-card lovalkty
programmes. | you're fiying within the
Linited States, you' ealmaost definitely pet-

es: How to score a sweeter seat

ting a"domestic first class” product that
more closely resembles some temational
businesschssor premiunecomnomy.

In pitherwords, did yoa book first dass
on Ddia fmm Kennedy Airport to Hous
tom? You might geta meal with inen, a bix
mire legroom and a cocktail before take-
|1|[|1'| |l|14_||1'!f1.1kn"| ji'n] |'h:-|1h:|'|n11.1w.-1._l.r. l'||}l
classon Air France from Paris to Kemnedy,
however, comeswith chauffeur service to
theatrport aconcerge to handie your g
gage amen ites like pajamas and Sishey toi-

letres, aned yes,champagm e

On carriers like Etihad Alrways, Sin
gapore Aidmes and Emirates.a first -class
ticket can aunlock three-room suties,
shiowiors and unlimited caviar

Book in the next lowest class

]'lrll:l.g]u::n.pcd up Trom =il 4TH 1o 1A ls
niext toimpossible, said Berkfich, becanse
amrtines allewu pgradesone ter ata time
S0 set yourself up for success by first
bocking in business dass if youwant to

makeittoficst cass,orn preminmecon
omy if you want to move to business.
"Ihat will be much lessexpensive and
then you can utlisecredit card points ar
milles" to bricge the gap, Berklich saki,
Combine cash and credit card paints
Poimts, miles and dollars can be com
bined to getinto first dass, as long as you
usetherpghttooks. Points fmmcredit carde
can be transferred w aldine mileag e
programmes, oft en at a one-to-
e ratlo You can
combine those miles and
points to book a first-class
award tcket
Websitos lile Point.ma,
Roametravel and
Pointhound can help you
search fora fight route and
sec-which airline progmmmes
will give you the best deal if you
manster, while Points Path a free
browser extension, will show you award
pricing alongside cash prichyg when you
search fora tcket in Google flights

Check the seat map

Befomewusplurge abways peck at the seat
mgchart foryour ainrai. On someairkines,
including Lufthansa, Emirates and Amer-
icai, yous caiy book fist class and still end
up with a naghbour directhy next to you
You canhavea wil diydifferent expenence
depending on the plane you're an,’
Kelly mid

The type of planewillbe hsted myour
tidket confirmation, and a quidk Google
search of that plane fype and the airline
namse will reveal a ceat map,

Reddit threads and forums also affer
plenty of tips about both first-class and
uustmess- class cabins: On Emirates Arbmis
A380s forexample, travellers say thewin
dow seatd in busimess dass behind
the bulkhead are the gquiemsi;
inlnited s Polars busines-dass
cabin o the
Boeing 787 Dreamliner,

travellers say seats A and
9. have the argest
footwells, making them
atiractive fortall passen-
gers seeking extm legroom

Be patient, but ready
to pounce

How much it costs to opgrade, and
when those prices change, dependsona
ot s e, demand, even howmuch peo ple
hawe histarically been will ing to pay.

5o 1= 1t better to upprde when you
book orwatt un il the day of your fight?

‘There's nohard and fastrule, Kelbysaad.
Instead, check in on your airline appevery
few days o see Ifcosts have budged. And
whﬂ: t|1ry:![|, |1¢ prql.lru_l L 1] ||.|:r|1]| a ll!l,-
atter - and to be spoiled for every future
flirht."You can't unsee what vou've seen
when you get ko fiy in the front of the
plane,” Kelly said, —HYT
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Direct flight
launched
between PNQ
and IXE

Staff Reporter

PLINE

In good news for Punekars, a
direct Air India Express
flight between Pune and
Mangalore will begin today
{(January 4) to boost regional

Cconnectivity.
The flight is scheduled to
operate twice EVETY

Saturday. It will depart from
Pune to Mangalore at 9:55am
and 8:35pm, and arrive in
Pune from Mangalore at
1:40am  and  1:0Spm,
respectively

“This new route Is
expected to strengthen
business and cultural ties
while providing a seamless
travel experience for pas-
SEngers commuting
between the two cities. The
service is part of the air-
line’s ongoing efforts to
expand its domestic net-
work and cater to the grow-
ing demand for efficient
regional air travel” an Air
India Express official said.

Meanwhile, the total
number of flights o interna-
tional destinations  from
Pune Airport has increased
to five — two flights to
Dubai, two to Bangkok and
one to Singapore.

Additionally, the
Maharashtra Assembly
recently passed a unanimous
resolution requesting the
Centre to name Pune
Airport as Jagadguru Sant
Tukaram Maharaj
International Airport. The
resolution will be sent to the
Civil Aviation Ministry for
further action.
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Acquisition of Air India building gains momentum

Ravikiran Deshmuldh

MUMBSI

While the space crunch in
Mantralaya is making it diffi-
cult to accommodate newly
sworn-in ministers and the
state departments, the acquisi-
tion of the Air India building is
taking speed. While the state
Public Works Department
(PWD) has completed its
inspection and  structural
audit, o few sections of the

department have been asked
to start working from the
building.

Official sources told FPJ that
after the Union government
approved the transfer of the
building te the Maharashtra
governmentin March last year,
the state finance department
(FD) headed by Ajit Pawar
approved the Rsl601 crore
deal. Even as the approval by
the FD came before the code of
conduct for the state assembly
elections came into force, the
state could not make provision
for the funds due to other prio-
rities such as the Ladli Bahin

L
and other populist schemes
owing to the political pressure
o win the elections, sources
pointed out.

“Woww thatthe Mahayut govw-
ernment has returned, the
building takeover will be a
smooth process thanks to the
leen interest taken by Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis®
said the official. Even thougha

few meetings were held to
make provisions for funds to
begiven to the Air India Assets
Holding Company, steps could
not be initiated o make finan-
cial provisions through the
supplementary  demands,
sources said.

Meamwhile, the state PWD
began its process of the site
inspection and the strictural
audit during the election
period. According to an offi-
cial, a few wings of the stmte
government have been asked
to start working from the Air
India building premises.

Though it is vet W be

decided whether the min-
ister's chambers and offices
attached to them would
occupy the building or the
state departments, the govern-
ment is-in dire need of addi-
tinnal space. While approving
the proposal o take over the
ownership of the building it
was argued that the state was
spending a huge amount o
take privite premises on rent.
Besidesa few departments, the
state corporations and other
bodies have taken premises on
rent in South Mumbai with
huge rent thatruns into crores,
said an official.
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Over 500 flight services hit as heavy
fog blankets Delhi, northern States

The Hindu Bureaii
NEW DELHI

Mearly 500 Mights were af-
fected at Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport in Del-
hi, the country’s busiest
alrport, as the season's
warst fog vet engulfed the
northern parts of India,

Till 8 p.m. on Saturday,
412 flights were delaved by
over 45 minutes, according
o a flight rracking wehsite,

Another 45 flights were
cancelled, including those
affected by bad weather at
the destination airpore. A
total of 19 flights were di-
verted to  alternative
airports,

Flights were affected in
Chandigarh, Srinagar, Gu-
wahati and Pama as in
tense fogey conditions pre

Flight atterdants make their way to the Indira Gandhi International
Airport on a cold and feegy Saturday marning in Dethi. 1

vailed over  runjah,
Harvana, parts of Hima-
chal Pradesh, Uttarak-

hand, Rajasthan, Uttar Pra
desh,

Bihar, [harkhand,

Tripura, Assam, Megha-
laya and Mizoram.

In Delhi, zero visibility
conditions prevailed bet
ween 1L30 pum. on January

3 and 8.20 a.m. on January
4, according to 1IMD scien-
st K.K. Jenamani.

Flight departures and
arrivals came to a halt in-
termittently, as the runway
visual range (visihility for
pllots in an aircraft aided
by lights on the runway) re-
mained  between 100
metres and 250 metres
throughout, and even
dropped to  below 50
metres gt dmes, rendering
even landings with most
advaneed navigational aids
diffcult.

“We assure you that our
teams are working diligent-
Iy to assist all impacted
CUSTOImEers, L‘*n:{lirlng !.-'HI_II.'
joUrmey resumes as S00n as
the weather improves,” In-
dito posted on X
(With inpreats from FTT)
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{ FIRST HALF OF YEAR }

8 aviation facilities
set for launch in 25

Neha LM Tripathi
neha tripathi@htlive com

NEW DELHI: In a major expan-
sion of India's aviation infra-
structure, eight crucial airports
and terminals will be inaugu-
rated in the first half of 2025,
officials said.

The new facilities will come
up in Goa, Patna, Prayagraj,
Jodhpur, Hirasar (Rajkot),
Satna, Datia and Thoothukudi.

“Prayagraj, Jodhpur and
Patna's expansion will be com-
pleted by June 30 this year.
Goa’s Dabolim airport will have
a new terminal building by
March,” a senior aviation minis-
try official said, asking not to be
named. The official added that
airports at Datia, Satna and Hir-
asar are almost ready for inau-
guration.

Former civil aviation minis-
ter Jyotiraditya Scindia had laid
the foundation stone for Datia
airport in August 2023. The air-
port will also serve people from
nearby Jhansi.

The expansion comes as
India’s domestic air passenger
traffic is expected to reach 300
million by 2030. According to
the Economic Survey FY 2024,
India has doubled its airnorts

since 2014.

Aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu recently said the
government aims to increase
the number of airports to
around 350 by 2047.

Both Datia and Satna airports
align with the government’s
UDAN scheme and will begin
operations using 19-seater
planes, Hirasar airport has been
operating since September 2023
with a temporary terminal.
“The airport’s permanent termi-
nal building will be inaugurated
before June this year, though it
has missed three deadlines,”
said an official.

Another official said while
work at Goa’s Dabolim airport
will finish by March, Patna air-
port's new domestic terminal
will be ready by June-end.

“Tuticorin airport in Tamil
Nadu, which currently handles
only small aircraft, is being
upgraded to accommodate A321
aircraft that can carry around
200 passengers. It will also han-
dle international passengers,”
the official said.

The new terminal at Jodhpur
Airport, built at ¥480 crore, will
cover 24,000 sq m and handle
2,500 passengers during peak
hours.
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Air Kerala
announces
flight service
to Mysuru

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

Air Kerala, which is a new
player in the aviation sec-
tor, announced flights
from and to Mysuru by the
end of May or during June,
in a move that will enhance
regional air connectivity
and boost tourism.

The decision followed
prolonged discussions by
MP for Mysuru Yaduveer
Krishnadatta Chamaraja
Wadiyar, and officials of Air
Kerala and Airports Auth-
ority of India (AAI), here
on Friday.

Afi Ahmed, chairman,
Air Kerala, who an-
nounced the flight connec-
tivity from Kerala to Mysu-
ru, said the destinations
that would be connected,
would be determined in
due course. He said there
was enough scope and po-
tential in Mysuru.
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‘Committed to
tumning Airlndiainto
top-classairling’

Cheminen: Tata Sons Chairman
N Chand rasekarn on Saturky
s hiss corm pany 18 fully com

mitied to ransfomming Air
[rechainio atop-class aifine, de-
Ivering exceplional service
and perdommance an a global
scale, He was responding ma
query during a free side chat
with TVS Supply Chain Salu-
tions managing director Rav
Viswanathan at Ghobal Alumni
Meset of NIT Trichs FT1
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CITY SEES SEASON'S LONGEST ZERO VISIBILITY SPELL

Thick [{}g: 19 flights diverted, 400+ delayed
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Passengers look ot the soreens showing the arrival /departure time of flights
ot Indira Gandhi International Airport during o cold and foggy winter
marning, in Hew Delhi, on Soturdoy i

OUR CORRESPOMNDENT

NEW DELHI: Delhi airport on
Saturday saw 19 flight diversions,
many cancellations and over 400
flight delays as low visibility con-
ditions due 1o dense fog impacted
operations for the second straight
day. An official said 19 flights were
diverted at the airport between
12.15 am and 1.30 am due to
reduced visibility.

Of them, 13 were domestic,
four imternational and two non-
scheduled flights.

Muore than 45 flights were can-
celled due to bad weather con-
ditions at Delhi as well as at the
d:slmahﬂn au'purls..ﬂ:l.cﬂ!ﬁua] said.

er information available
[ l].: t tracking website Flight-
radar24.com, over 400 Mights were

KEY POINTS

s More than 45 ﬂjghrs
were cancelled due to
bod weather conditions
at Delhi as well as at the
destination alrports

# The country's lorgest airline
IndiGe had temporarily put
arrivals and departures on
hald at the airport early in
the marming

dﬂa}'&d at the Delhi airport.

The country’s largest airline
IndiGo had temporarily put arriv-
als and departures on hold at the
atrport early in the morming.

Continued on PB

Thick fog: 19 flights diverted, 400+...

Continued from P1
hile landing and
takeolls continue
al Delbi Afrport,
tlights that are not CAT 11
compliant may get affected.
Passengers are requested to
contact the airline concerned
for u]:ida[ed ﬂ.l.g}ll information.
“Any inconvenience
caused is I:.lttl:ll}" rr.gretiﬂ]."
the Deelhi International Air-
port Lid (DIAL) said in a post
on X at 656 am.
CAT I facility allows air-
craft io operate in bevwe-visibil -

ity conditions. Indira Gandhi
International Airport in the
naticnal Capital is operated
by DIAL. “#6ETravel Advi-
sory: Departures and

arrivals at #2DelhiAirport

are currently on hold due to
reduced \"Jst‘bﬂl.ty." IndiGo
said in a post on Xat 105 am
on Saturday.

Abr India said in an update
on X at 1.16 am that poor vis-
ibility due to dense fog was
impacting flight operations in
Drelhi and parts of northern
India. A thick blanket of fog

enveloped Dielhi on Saturday,
reducing visibility to zero lor
an unprecedented nine-hour
stretch, the longest spell of the
season. The dense fog led o
the delay of 81 trains on Sat-
urday, according to officials.

“dera ‘f'lthL‘II.Fl'r prevailed
for nine hours al Palam
between 6 pm and 3 am
(UTC), marking the longest
spell of the season.

The city’s primary weather
station, Safdarjung, recorded
eight hours of zero visibility,
as per the IMD®
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Faiz Ahmed Kidwali
becomes DGCA chief

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

enior IAS officer Faiz

Ahmed Kidwai has been
appointed the chief of
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) as part of a
senior-level bureaucratic
reshuffle effected by the Centre
on Friday. The 1996-batch
Indian Administrative Service
(IAS) officer of Madhya
Pradesh cadre is currently
Additional Secretary in the

Department of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare. He has been
appointed as Director General
in the DGCA "in the rank and
pay of Additional Secretary to
the Government of India by
keeping the Recruitment Rules
of the post in abeyance”, an
order issued by the Personnel
Ministry  said.  Ashutosh
Agnihotri, Additional Secretary
in the Home Ministry, has been
named Chairman & Managing
Director of Food Corporation
of India (FCI), it said.
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MUMBAI-VIZAG PLANE MAKES  chugency anng a ieaba aipot on e evenng e
T Rail i ional Airport offi
EMERGENCY LANDING e avsionet e fightwas e to ami. o sechoica htch.
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We will turn

Air India into
top-class airline:
Tata Sons chief

EM5 ECONOMIC BUREAU £ taw Dl

TATA SONS Chairman N Chan-
drasekaran on Saturday said
the company is fully committed
to transforming Alr India into
a top-class airine, He said the
alriine will deliver exceptlonal
service and performance on &
glohal scale

Taia Group acquimed Alr In-
dia in 2022 after the govern-
meni had signed a share pur-
chase agreement with the
group for the sale of Alr Indis
for 18,000 crore. Chandraseha
ran was responding to a query
during a free side chat with
TVS Supply Chain Soluiions
Managing Director Ravi Viswa
nathan at the Global Alumni
Meet of NIT Trichy, Tamil
Nadu, on what peaple can ex
pect rom Alr Indis followlng
the aequisition made by Tata
Group in 2022,

O a lighter note, he appealed
to the audience gathered at the
venue to urge the aircraft man
ufacturers Boeing and Airbus
todeliver the alreraft as per the
orders made by Alr Tralia,

Adr India Group has given a
total order of 470 planes — 250 to
Alrbus and 220 o Boeling In De-
cember 2024, Alr India placed
anorder for 100 moreaddition
al whla-body A350 and 90 nar-
row body A320 aireraft inchal-
ing A321 o,
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k& Afundamental cultural
shift is needed at

Boeing, oriented

around safety and

quality above profits

Mike Whitaker, chief of US
Federal Aviaton Admanisiraton
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400 flights delayed, 45 cancelled, 19 diverted at IGI

Kushagra.Dixit@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Dense fog, which led to ze-
ro visibility for over eight hours, seve-
rely impacted flight operations at the
Indira Gandhi International Airport
on Saturday, marking the third conse-
cutive day of disruptions. The fog per-
sisted for12 hours, causing visibility at
theairporttodroptoOmetres, with the
runway visibility range (RVR)fluctua-
ting between 100 and 250 metres.
Senior weather scientist RK Jena-
mani said Delhi recorded the longest
duration of zero visibility this sea-

son, with a nine-hour stretch from
11.30 pm on Friday, January 3, 2024, to
8.30 am on Saturday, January 4, 2025.
“The fog conditions were extremely
dense, with all RVRs across the four
runwaysranging from100-250 metres,
impacting flight operations during
this period,” Jenamani said.

Despite the severe weather, offici-
als reported that flight operations we-
re gradually restored, starting from
1.30am, with only minor delays. The In-
dia Meteorological Department (IMD)
anticipates similarfoggy conditionsin
northwest India on Sunday, which co-

uld continue to affect flight schedules.
According to FlightRadar24, over
400flights weredelayed, with an avera-
ge delay of 34 minutes. Airport offici-
alssaid that19flights, of which twowe-
re international, were diverted while
some flights were cancelled. However,
around 45 flights were cancelled eit-
her due to bad weather at the destina-
tion or other operational reasons from
Delhi, airport officials added.
“Duetoadverse weather conditions
in Delhi, 19 flight diversions were re-
ported between 12.15am and 1.30 am on
Tuesday. Thirteen domestic, four inter-

national, and two non-scheduled
flights were diverted to Jaipur, Ahmed-
abad, Bhopal, and Mumbai,” said air-
port officials.

Airport authorities also imple-
mented low visibility procedures
(LVP) to facilitate safe landings in re-
duced visibility. Under these measu-
res, CAT-1, which involves basic set of
precautions, are initiated for visibili-
ty above 550 metres. CAT-II pilots can
land with visibility between 275 and
550 metres, and CAT-III A and B pilots
are authorised to land when the visi-
bility is even as low as 50 metres.
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