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Congress demands probe
into privatisation of airports

Party says govt. has ‘offered aviation sector on a platter to a few friends’; refers to privatisation of
six AAI airports that were all bagged by the Adani Group in February 2019 after a bidding process

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

ongress leader Syed
C Naseer Hussain de-

manded a compre-
hensive probe into the
privatisation of six airports
of the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) as part of its ap-
peal for a Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee (JPC) in-
vestigation into the bribery
allegation against indus-
trialist Gautam Adani.

This government has gi-
ven the “aviation sector on
a platter to a few friends”,
the MP said in the Rajya
Sabha during a discussion

on the Bharatiya Vayuyan
Vidheyak Bill, 2024.

‘Monopoly in sector’

The MP said that the AAI
should be renamed “Adani
Authority of India” in view
of the monopoly in the air-
port sector of the Adani
Group, which now has
eight airports in its kitty.
The Rajya Sabha member
referred to the privatisa-
tion of six AAI airports that
were all bagged by the Ada-
ni Group in February 2019
after a bidding process.

.......

| s Lo

Debate on: Members of the Rajya Sabha during the Winter Session

of Parliament on Tuesday. PTI

Referring to The Hindu’s
report on July 28, 2019, the
Congress leader asked why
were the suggestions of the
Department of Economic
Affairs and NITI Aayog for
not awarding more than
two airports to the same
entity as well as prior expe-
rience on operations and
management of an airport
brushed aside by the Pu-
blic Private Appraisal
Committee.

Mr. Hussain also said
that after the privatisation
of airports, the landing and
parking charges had in-
creased exponentially, in-
cluding at the Lucknow air-
port where he said there
was a hike of 418% to 471%.

“After stiff opposition in
Kenya, the proposal for
awarding an airport to the
Adani Group was with-
drawn. But in our country
when we demand [the

same] inside Parliament,
no one agrees to an investi-
gation. Agreements are be-
ing cancelled in other
countries, but in our coun-
try they are being awarded
contracts over contracts,”
he said.

“In the U.S. too, the Ada-
ni Group has been indicted
over bribery allegations,”
the MP said while demand-
ing a “comprehensive” in-
vestigation into the privati-
sation of airports as well as
bribery allegations.

BJP plea
BJP MP Laxmikant Bajpai

urged the Speaker of the
House for certain referenc-
es to the Prime Minister to
be omitted as rules re-
quired that a discussion ov-
er a Bill should be confined
to arguments in support or
against the Bill.

BJP president ].P. Nadda
too condemned the at-
tempts to malign the Prime
Minister and using objec-
tionable language and
urged for maintaining the
dignity of the House and
requested for those com-
ments to be removed from
records.
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{ IN LIGHT OF CANOPY COLLAPSE } IIT DELHISTUDY

Audit flags wider safety
issues at old Terminal 1

Neha LM Tripathi

neha.tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The Airports
Authority of India (AAI) has
sought an explanation from
Delhi airport operator Delhi
International Airport Ltd (DIAL)
after an IIT Delhi technical team
flagged safety concerns with cer-
tain sections of the airport’s Ter-
minal 1 (T1), according to offi-
cials aware of the matter.

The detailed audit by IIT-D
was conducted after one of the
canopies in Tl collapsed, leading
to the death of a cab driver. The
accident took place on June 28,
when the city received its highest
rainfall this monsoon. The acci-
dent prompted civil aviation
minister Ram Mohan Naidu to
initiate a detailed inspection to
ensure the structural integrity of
the terminal.

The officials cited above said
that T1 will not be operational-
ised this winter as a result of
IIT-D’s findings.

“AAI has sought a detailed
explanation regarding the struc-
tural weaknesses identified by
the aviation regulator and the
technical team by the IIT Delhi,”
one of the officials said, asking
not to be named.

“There is no way that the old
Terminal 1 can be made opera-
tional till the end of the winter
season,” said a second official.
“These (safety) matters cannot
be taken in haste. The portion of

oy

The report has
been shared with
us... Our team of
experts is
preparing a
comprehensive
response to these
AAl's queries

DIAL SPOKESPERSON

the structure that collapsed is
connected to Tl... The report of
the detailed audit submitted to
the government had highlighted
the need to not only strengthen
the canopy area but also in the
non impacted area of the termi-
nal,” he added.

0ld Tl is referred to the old
Terminal 1 building which had
separate areas for arrivals and
departures. The new T1 is the
upgraded and expanded Termi-
nal 1, that was recently inaugu-
rated by Prime Minister (PM)
Narendra Modi with both arriv-
als and departures combined in
one building.

A DIAL spokesperson con-
firmed that the operator had
received the audit report. “The
report of the study conducted by
IIT-D has been shared with us.
AAI wanted some clarifications

on the points raised by them...
Our team of experts is currently
preparing a comprehensive
response to these queries and
they will be submitted within the
stipulated timeline,” the spokes-
person person.

While the airport seems to be
prepared for the fog season (that
typically is believed to com-
mence from December 10), the
capacity constraints at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International Air-
port (IGIA) primarily lies on the
terminal side, with Tl operating
at approximately 20% capacity,
reports claim.

The June 28 incident in Delhi
was not an isolated case. On
June 27, a portion of the roof of
the new terminal building at
Jabalpur airport collapsed,
crushinga car but not leading to
any injuries. On June 29, the
canopy outside Rajkot airport
terminal in Gujarat collapsed
amid heavy rain.

Experts said these incidents
raise the need for the airport
operators to have their own
timely structural audits.

“Airport buildings, due to
monsoons, have been seen facing
issues across the country. The
issue is that there is no one to cer-
tify the building fit for use. There
is no accountability. Indian air-
ports, be it private or govern-
ment, should conduct their own
structural audits ina certain time
period,” aviation safety expert
Mohan Ranganathan said.
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Delhi Airport gets AAI's show-cause notice

P
e backd vemiriLcom
NEW DELHI

irporis Authority of
India (AAL has Esued a
show canse notice 1o

Dethi airport operator DIAL
seeking an cxplanation on cer-
tain structural weaknesses
detected during the study byan
UT Delhi team following the
roaf collapes incidend at the old
departure forecowrt of Termi
nal 1 in June this year, accond
g toa seniorofficial

Diethi Intermational Airpont
L (DALY is the operator of the
Indira GGandhi International
Airport (1GIA), the country's
larpest airpord. It is operated

undera public private pariner
ship.

When contacted, a DIAL
spokesperson tokd PTT that its
team of experts is currently
PrEPaTing il corm

know told P17 he sty by 15T
Delhi found weaknesses inthe
part il the terminal that wasno
impacted by the collapse and
certain strengthening of the

siructure is

prehensive AAlhas sm;ght an required.  Till
response 1o the explanation on then, old T1 can
queries raised by structural not be opened for
AAL operations, the
weaknessesinTl ™ .
e T
: : detectedina ¥

dentai Tl onJune
28 that also killed
one person, the
civil aviation mimn
istry hal ashed structurl engi
neers from the Indian Institute
of Technology (I1T), Dedhi o
CHITY 0L AN Assessmeni.

The senior official in the

study by IIT Delhi

arrangements
have been made
around new T1,
armd T2 and T3."
the official said.

With thee study finding cer
tain defects, the official said
AAl has issued a show cause
potice bo DLA L, Specific details

about the show cause notice
could oot be immediately
asoertained.

“Heport of the study con
ducted by 1T has been shared
withus AATwanbed soame clari
ficationson the pomis raised by
them. Our teamn of experts is
curmenily prepuring acompre
hensive respons:e to these que
ries and they will be subimitted
within the stipubited timeline,”
the DAL spokesperson said_

There was nocomment from
AAL

Under the Operation, Man
agemeni and Developmeni
Agreement (OMDA), inked in
SO0, DAL is also reguired to
comply with various service
guality requirements.
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Airport Authority lands Show cause  airport Authority

notice at Delhi International Airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B MEW DELHI

he Afrport Autharity of India (A AL

has issued a show cause notice to
Delhi International Airport Lid {DIAL)
which operates the Indira Gandhi
International  Airport  (IGIA), the
country’s largest airport, seeking an
explanation on certain  structural
weaknesses detected during the study
by an T Delhi team following the roof
collapse incident at the old departure
forecourt of Terminal | in June this
year. IGI Afrport is operated under a
public P-rivatt partnership. Following
the rood collapse incident at T1 on June
28 that also killed one person, the civil
aviation ministry had asked structural
engineers from the Indian Institute of
Technology (ITT), Dethi to carry out an
assessmenl
When asked, a DIAL spokesperson said
that its feam of éxperis is currently
preparing a comprehensive response o
the queries raised by the Airporis
Authority of India {AAI). “Report of
the study conducted by IITD has been
shared with us. AAI wanted some
clarifications on the points raised by
them. Our team of experts is currently
preparing a comprehensive response to
these queries, and they will be
submitied within  the stipulated
timeline,” he said.

by =T i pHoT: P
The IOT Delhi in fts réport found
weaknesses in the part of the terminal
that was nol impacted by the collapse
and certain strengthening of the
structure is required. Till then, ald T1
cannol be opened for operations, the
aoffictal axldn.llj “Alternate arrangements
have been made around the new T1,
and T2 and T3, the official said.

With the study linding certain defects,
the official said AAT has ssued a show
cause notice to DIAL. Specific details
about the show cause notice could not
be immediately ascertained.

“Beport of the study conducted by ITTD
has been shared with us AAT wanted
some clarifications on the poaints rajsed
by them. Qur team of experts is
currently preparing a comprehensive
response Lo these queries and they will
be submitted within the stipulated
timeline,” the DIAL spokesperson said.
There was no comment from AAL

Continued on page 2

lands show...

From page 1
Under the  Orperation,
Management and

Development Agreement
(OMDA), inked hart in 20406,
DIAL is also required to
comply with various service
quality requirements. DIAL is
a joint venture in which GMRE
Airports Ltd has a 64 per cent
while AAI and Fraport AG
Frankfurt Adrport Services
Worldwide have 26 per cent
and 10 per cent, respectively.
Delhi  airport  has  three
terminals, T1, T2 and T3, and
handles around 1,400 flights
daily. From August 17, DIAL
staried operating the new TL.
The old Ti has been shut
from June 28 following the
roof collapse incident.
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DIAL receives Centre’s notice
over roof collapse at Terminal 1

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The central govt has issued a showcause notice to
Delhi International Airport Ltd over the issue of roof collapse at
Terminal 1 this June that had left a person dead. The Union avia-
tion ministry had asked IIT Delhi to examine the 2009-built struc-
ture and find thereason for its collapse. The audit team islearnt to
have found structural deficiencies, said sources, after which Air-
ports Authority of India served the notice to DIAL.

Sources say the IIT Delhi study has mentioned multiple issu-
es, including weakness in parts of T1that did not collapse. The ex-
perts have said that strengthening is needed to rectify the defects.

A DIAL spokesperson said: “Report of the study conducted by
IIT Delhi has been shared with us. AAI wanted some clarifica-
tionson the pointsraised by them. Our team of expertsiscurrent-
ly preparing a comprehensive response to these queries and they
will besubmitted within the stipulated timeline.”

T1 was closed following the June incident. A small unaffected part
of T1 was allowed to be used from mid-Aug and the terminal is opera-
tingatafractionof itscapacity. The govt had recently asked DIAL tobe-
gin repair of T1. The airport operator has got a repair-strengthening
plan prepared from Larsen & Toubro that has been run past II'T Delhi.

For airlines and passengers, this is the second winter of dis-
content at the country’s busiest airport. Last winter, there wasan
issue with fog landings as only one runway had a CAT III instru-
ment landing system. This time, there is a terminal-side capacity
crunchsince the collapse in June. T3 is massively overcrowded as
it handles more flights along with the nearby T2 as the expanded
T1is yet to get fully operational.
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Indians stranded at Kuwait airport for 20 hours

Kuwait City, Dec. 2
Several Indian passengers
of a Manchester-bound
Gulf Air flight were stran-
ded at the Kuwait airport
for nearly 20 hours and
flown out of the city to th-
gir destination on Monday
maorning.

The Guif Air fight from
Bahrain to Manchester
was diverted to Kuwait
due to a technical glitch.
Gulf Air GF5 took off
from Bahrain at 2.05 am

local time on December 1
but a snag forced the plane
to land in Kuwailt at 4:01
am, as per reporis.

With several passengers
complaining that they had
been stranded at the alr-
port for many hours, the
Indian embassy in Kuwait
took up the matter with
Gulf Air, according to
social media posts,

In a series of posts on X,
the embassy said its team
reached the airport to

assist the passengers and
coordinate with the airli-
ne, Passengers were acco-
mmodated in two airport
lounges.

Food and water were
made available for the str-
anded passengers at the lo-
unges, as per the embassy.
“Gulf Air fight to Mane-
hester finally departed at
0434 hours today carrving
stranded Indian passenge-
rs among others.

The embassy team was

We ran behind
@ them for nearly two

hours, only after
that we got lounge access.
No one even gave us
water for the first four
hours.

=A passenger

on the ground till the
flight eparted,” the
emhbassy said,

A stranded passenger, on

Sunday, ook to X, alleging
that Indian passengers
were left wltgnul help.
Arzoo Singh, a passenger.
told NDTV that they asked
for lounge access at least,
but the airport authorities
did not get back.

“They said *if you're ent-
{tled passport holders, and
Indians and Pakistanis are
not entitled passport hold-
ers’, they literally told us if
you're entitled for a tran-
sit visa, only then we can

put vou in a hotel outside,”
she said said.

"We asked them what
about us, people who are
not ‘entitled’ as you say?
They said we will get back
to you. We ran behind
them for nearly two hours,
only after that we got
lounge access. We asked
for blankets, we asked for
food. They didn't give. No
one even gave us water for
the first four hours,” she
aAdded. — PTT
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(Cl approves deal involving
GMR Infra, Abu Dhabi trust

The Competition Commission of India (CCl) on Tuesday approved
a proposed transaction involving GMR Infra Enterprises Pvt Ltd
and a trust of the Abu Dhabi Investment Authority. The proposed
combination involves subscription to unlisted and unrated
optionally convertible debentures of GMR Infra Enterprises by
Platinum Stone A 2014 Trust (acting through its trustee Platinum
Rock B2014 RSC Ltd), the release said . The Abu Dhabi Investment
Authority isthe sole beneficiary of Platinumb Stone. GMR Infra
Enterprises Pvt Ltd will acquire a cumulative of approximately

O per cent stake on a fully diluted basis of GMR Airports Ltd.  PTI
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Indians stranded at Kuwait ai

Euwait City, Dec. 2:
Several Indian passengers
of a Manchester-bound
Gulf Air flight were stran-
ded at the Kuwait airport
for nearly 20 hours and
flown out of the city to th-
eir destination on Monday
morning.

The Gulf Air flight from
Bahrain to Manchester
was diverted to Kuwait
due to a technical glitch.
Gulf Air GF5 took off
from Bahrain at 2.05 am

local time on December 1
but a snag forced the plane
to land in Kuwait at 4:01
alm, as per reports.

With several passengers
complaining that they had
been stranded at the air-
port for many hours, the
Indian embassy in Kuwait
took up the matter with
Gulf Air, according to
social media posts.

In a series of posts on X,
the embassy said ils team
reached the airport to

assist the passengers and
coordinate with the airli-
ne. Passengers were acco-
mmodated in two airport
lounges.,

Food and water were
made available for the str-
anded passengers at the lo-
unges, as per the embassy,
“Gulf Air flight to Manc-
hester finally departed at
0434 hours today carrying
stranded Indian passenge-
rs among others.

The embassy team was

We ran behind
@ them for nearly two

hours, only after
that we got lounge access.
No one even gave us
water for the first four
hours.

—A passenger

on the ground till the
flight departed,” the
embassy said.

A stranded passenger, on

Sunday, took to X, alleging
that Indian passengers
were left without help.
Arzoo Singh, a passenger,
told NDTV that they asked
for lounge access at least,
but the airport authorities
did not get back.

“They said ‘if vou're ent-
itled passport holders, and
Indians and Pakistanis are
not entitled passport hold-
ers’, they literally told us if
vou're entitled for a tran-
sit visa, only then we can

port for 20 hours

put you in a hotel outside,”
she said said.

“We asked them what
about us, people who are
not ‘entitled’ as vou say?
They said we will get back
to vou. We ran behind
them for nearly two hours,
only after that we got
lounge access. We asked
for blankets, we asked for
food. They didn't give. No
one even gave us water for
the first four hours,” she
added. — PTT
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Delhi
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Dethi International Adrport
Limited (DTAL) has intro-
duced special enclosures
at all three terminals of the
Indira Gandhi International
Adrport to enhance passen-
gercomfort during fMight de-
lays caused by fog, weather,
o lechnical issuss

According to GMR Acro,
the initiative aims to mini-
mize digruptions and sigmnili-
canlly reduce the tme taken
to process affected passen-
gers, ensuring a smoother
travel experience.

Lincher relased govermmienil
protocols, passcngers whose
flights are delayed by over
three hours or canceled due
tw adverse conditions can
now disembark and return
to the terminal.

The enclosures, strategi-
cally located across Termi-
nals 1, 2, and 3, will serve
as dedicated zones for the
smoith processing of these
passcngers, enabling faster
re-entry into the Security

The enclosures, strategically located
across Terminals 1, 2, and 3, will serve as
dedicated zones for the smoolh processing
of these passengers, enabling faster re-
entry into the Security Hold Area.

Hold Area {SHAL

The ervclosures are situsted
at bus boarding gates and se-
lert aerobridges in Terminal
A transfer areas in Terminal
2, and bus boarding gates in
Terminal 1.

Ranging in size from 250
to 450 square meters, the
enclosures can accomimodibe
between 353 and 120 passen-
gers at a time, These spaces

are equipped to function as
saeurily sereening zones, fa-
cilitating seamless re-entry
intothe SHA.

To fur ther enbamnce the pas-
senger experience, DIAL is
working to provide cssential
amenities such as toilets and
vending machines within the
encksures wherever [easible,
Adrline staff will escort pas-
sengers into the enclosures,

Airport introduces special enclosures
for smooth passenger movmnent

while CISF personnel will
vversee ssrurily serecning
and Private Security Agency
{PSA) staff will verify pas-
sengers documents

The enclosures will sgmifi-
cantly cul processing Himes.
Traditionally, disembarked
passengers would be routed
iw arrivals and processed
through donuste or miern-
tiomal transfer arcas before
re-entering the ferminal’s
EECUTE ZOTEE,

This new systemn allows di-
roct re-eniry to the SHA, re-
during processing time from
approximately 2.5 hours io
Just a few minutes,

Videh Kumar Jaipuriar,
CEQ-DIAL, said, “DIAL has
been working Lo enhunce
PASSCNEETR CXPerience ot
Deelhi Adrport.

By implementing this new
imitiative, DLAL aims to sig-
nificantly reduce the time
taken for the de-hoarding
and boarding process for
passengers of Dights allected
by fog/weather or technical
issues.”
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SVPI Airport pioneers innovative
measures to minimise bird strikes

FPJ News Service

AHMEDAEAD

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport, man-
aged by Adani  Airport
Holdings Limited, a subsidi-
ary of Adani Enterprises Lid.,
the flagship incubator of the
globally  diversified Adani
Portfolio, has undertaken sev-
eral pioneering initiatives —
many of which are first-of
their-kind in the country -
resultng in significant reduc-
tion in bird strikes. This
measure enhances the safety
of both passengers and air-
craft.

Understanding the Bird
Strike Threat

Bird strikes pose a serious risk
to aviation safety. When birds
collide with aircraft, they can
cause damage to engines
windshields and other eritical
components, potentially lead-
ing to serious accidents. To
mitigate this risk, SVPI
Airport has implemented a
comprehensive bird manage-
ment programme.

Several pioneering initiat-
ives, seen for the first time
inat an airport in India,
include:

® Targeted Vegetation
Management: To reduce the
attractiveness of the Airport
to birds, a precise grass
growth cycle management
strategy has been imple-
mented. By using appropriate
plant growth regulators and
bird deterrents, SVPI Airport

has been able to control the
growth of vegetation and dis-
courage birds from foraging.
The Plant Growth Regulators
played a major role in keeping
the height of grasses under
check and thus reducing
insect infestation

® Insect Controk: To reduce
the availability of insect prey
for birds, the Airport has
undertaken comprehensive
soil treatment o eliminate
insect infestation, particularly
winged termites, which
attract black kites.
Additionally, advanced insect
attraction technologies like
Farrow’s light traps and black
light traps are used to capture
insects in large gquantities,
further reducing bird food
SOUrCes.

& Physical Deterrence: To
prevent binds from roosting
on Alrport structures, cus
tomised anti-perching devices
conforming to Hyper Urban
Bird Management technology
have been installed. This is a
patented technology for limit-
ing access of pigeons; more
than 5% of the bird infesta-
tion in the Airport buildings

has reduced

¢ Wildlife Management:
Problematic wildlife species
are safely relocated to desig-
nated areas to minimise their

impact on airport operations.
SVPIA operates one of the
first-of-its-kind programmes
in the country for the scien-
tific relocation of wildlife,
including five species of
birds.

®  Acoustic Deterrence:
Customised hioncoustics sys-
tems have been installed on
Airport vehicles and on the
periphery of the runway to
deter birds.

® Community Engagement:
The Airport regularly engages
with local communities to
educate  them about the
importance of avoiding bird
feeding and littering in the
vicinity of the Airport.

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport,
Ahmedabad remains com-
mitted to implementing inno-
vative and industry-leading
solutions to further enhance
safety standards and provide
a secure and seamless travel
experience for all passengers.
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Show-cause
notice to Delhi
airport on
roof collapse

The Hindu Bureau
MNEW DELHI

The Union government has
sent a show-cause notice to
Dl International Airport
Limited (DMAL), following
the collapse of i roof at one
of its passenger buildings
in June, after an Indian In-
stitute of Technology (1IT)-
Delhi andit report found
structiral deficiencies, a
senior official of the Minis
try of Civil Aviation said.
The show-cause notice has
been served by the Air-
ports Authority of India.

“The IIT Delhi study has
found that certain streng-
thening is required. The
defects have to be correct-
ed. Weaknesses were also
found in the parts that did
not cave in” the offickal
added.
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Delhi airport gears up for foggy days ahead

RAJESH KUMAR B NEVY DELHI

a  preemplive move
foreseeing the fog this
winter, the Delhi airport, for
the first time, has made
elaborate arrangements for
passengers, by  making
provisions for  dedicated
enclosures for their comfort
in case the travellers’ fight is
delayed.
Delhi International Airport
Limiied (DIAL), which
operates and manages the
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport with three (T1,
T2, T3) terminals has set up
special enclosures by
accommodate passengers
who shall be disembarked
from flights delayed for over
three hours to allow their
faster return to board their

respective [lights,

.ﬁu:i:urdulg to DIAL, these
enclosures will be located at
the Bus Boarding Gates and
cerfain aerobridges in
Terminal 3, the transfer area
in Terminal 2, and the bus
bua.rdi.ug gate in Terminal 1.
The facilities will serve both
domestic and international
passengers. The new plan will
allow passengers 1o remain in
a separate enclosure, saving
time and rt::-l:{ucirq._-r hassles for
both flyers and airline staff.
The government has relaxed
the security protocols at
airports to allow passengers
of flights delayed by over
three hours or canceled due to
fog. weather or technical
issues fo disembark and
return to the terminal.
“Ranging from 250 to 450

square melers, these
enclosures will be able 1o hold
between 55 and 120
passengers af a time. They are
intended 1o facilitate security
Screening, allowing
passengers to smoothly re-
enter the terminals Security
Hold Area (SHA)., These

enclosures 'r\'l].1 hl".'l: {!L&Enilﬂ]

amenities like toilets and
vending machines wherever
feasible. The  enclosures
would unl}' be utilized as a
security processing area alfter
which the passengers would
enter the SHA which would
give the passengers access to

all the facilities available
there. Dn]}' airline  staff
from

rsrurli:w:i, ]I:m_!.sa:n gers

strande Elus would be
permitted to  enter  the
enclosures for  security

reasons, DIAL said in a
stalement.
To maintain  safety and
security, CISF personnel will
be stationed in the enclosures
L sereen passengers
returning from delayed or
stranded flights before they
are allowed to join other
sereened passengers in the
SHA.
Additionally, personnel from
the Private Security Agency
(PSA)  will werify the
documents of passengers
affected by the fog/weather or
technical 1ssues.

Continued on page 2

Delhi airport gears up for foggy days...

From page 1

“This arrangement would
save passengers [rom having
to undergo the security check
through the normal process,
wherein in such cases after
disembarking, passengers are
taken to  arrivals  and
processed through Domestic
or Intermational transfer areas
as the case may be before
being hrc:ufhl back to the
Security Hold Area. Bringing
such passengers directly to
the reverse entry point

signi |v:.1nllj,' reduces the time
ﬂn in the de-boarding and
|.'|-unarLl'l|'Jpr [rom
approximately 2.30 hours 1o
just a few minutes. The
proposed changes to the
security-checking rules aim
to optimise light slots and
reduce passenger
inconvenience | it said.
The annual winter fog crisis
in Delhi, particularly during
December and  January,
causes significant
inconvenience for passengers
and wastes critical Qight

operation houwrs.

December last year, am:rat
weather in India led to flight
cancellations impacting over
35,000 passengers, while 3.64
lakh people faced delays.
These disruptions underscore
the challenges airports face
during this season. Delhi’s
Indira Gandhi International
Adrport ranks among the lop
10 busiest airports in the
world. In 2023, it hosted
approximately 72.2 million
passengers and had an annual
passenger handling capacity

of 100 million across its three
terminals.

Commenting on the
initiative, CEQ-DIAL, Videh
Kumar [aipuriar, CEQ-DIAL,
safd, “DIAL has been working
to  enhance ASSEMEErs
experience at D:Eli. Adrport
By implementing this new
initiative, DIAL aims to
significantly reduce the time
taicn for the de-boarding and
boarding process for
passengers of fights affected
by fog/weather or technical
issues.”
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Indians stranded at Kuwait
airport depart for Manchester

FT1 I KUWAIT CITY

S::\'l:r..d Indian passengers of a Manchester-
bound Gulf Air flight were stranded at the
Kuwait airport for nearly 20 hours and {flown
oul of the city to their destination on Monday
morning. The Gulf Air flight from Bahrain o
Manchester was diverted to Kuwait due to a
technical glitch. Gulf Air GFS ook off from
Bahrain at 2.05 am local time on Decembeer 1
but a snag forced the plane to land in Kowait
at 4:001 am, as per reports.

With several passengers tumpla.i.mngihat they
had been stranded al the airport for many
hours, the Indian embassy in Kowait took up
the matter with Gulf Air, according to soctal
media posts.

In a series of posts on X, the embassy said its
team reached the airpont to assist the passen-
gers and coordinate with the airline. Passengers
were accommodated in two airport lounges.

Food and water were made available for the
stranded passengers at the lounges, as per the
embassy.

“Gulf Air flight to Manchester finally depart-
ed at (434 hours today carrving stranded Indian
passengers among others. The embassy team
was on the ground till the flight d arted.” the
rml‘r.ns'p said in a post. A stranded passenger,
on Sunda’:.'. took to X, alleging that Indian pas-
sengers were left without help.
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Newborn’s body found in a box at Lucknow airport

BISWAJEET BANERJEE B Upon opening the box, staff the cargo team, led by stall  appears that the body was
LUCKNOW found the lifeless body of a member Ankit Kumar, was belng sent to Mumibai, FULLLIJ'."-
month-old infant inside a conducting routine scans of for some examination.’ said

A;huckin incident plastic container The matter goods booked for air cargo  the airport post in-charge.
un!'u]d:ﬁ at Lucknow's was promptly reported to the The scanning machine flagged  Authorities are investigating

Amausi Airport on Tuesday
morning when the body of a
newborn was discovered in a
courier box during routine
CAFEO SCAnning.

The package, booked for
Indigo fight 6E 2238 1o
Mumbai, triggered a security
alert, prompling immediate
action by the airport’s cargo
5lut'!'m]£utlu}riul;§.1 "
The discovery occurred when
a scanning machine beeped
unusually  during the
inspection of cargo ilems.

Central Industrial Security

Force (CISF), which is
responsible foor airport
SECUriLy.

The courier agent who booked
the parcel, 'Ltt.'ul.ifn:d as Shiv
Baran Yadav, was detained and
handed over to the CISF for
questioning. However, Yadav
reportedly failed to provide
any explanation or
documentation regarding the
resence of the newborn's
ﬂmi}' in the courier package.
According to airport sources,

the package, and upon marnial
inspection, the body of the
newborn was found. Shocked
by the discovery, the cargo
team immediately informed
the CISF and local police, who
took charge of the situation.
"We were shocked to find the
infant’s body inside” Kumar
said.

The airport police confirmed
the recovery of the body from
the Cargo  premises and are
probing the circumstances
surrounding the incident. "It

whether the courier coimpany
ar the agent was aware of the
boxs contents. As of now, no
official documents have been
]:rn:f-rnh::l to justify the
transportation of the body
The l-lIl:nli:l:.' of the newborn
and the circumstances of their
death remain unknown, and
police are working to uncover
more details.

The incident has raised serious
concerns over the misuse of
courier services and airport
securily measures,
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Delhi airport gears up for foggy days ahead p,p; airport gears up for foggy days...

ES RUBRIUR NEW.DELH ﬁggféli‘lfgﬂlfé‘tsjjIAL Hhese f#,_r;he Ot?f;m:‘isrli:::aﬂ;:lf? From page 1 significantly reduces the time operation hours. of 100 million across its three
a preemptive move enclosures will be located at escortin assengers from “Thi uld L er:i‘m the de- boardlngt‘ and Dﬁeﬁnbgr ;3‘5& Y'i-‘aé- advln_:-ri;c Errmma‘ls._ h
foreseeing the fog this the Bus Boarding Gates and strandr:cil; ights would be i afraligement, ok CALTE - MR WENREE I Inci et A HIgh  SUmTenting o o
winter, the Delhi airport, for certain  aerobridges  in permitted fo enter the S3V¢ Passengers from having approximately 2.30 hours to cancellations impacting over initiative, CEO-DIAL, Videh
2 : ! : - toundergo the security check just a few minutes.The 35,000 passengers, while 3.64 Kumar Jaipuriar, CEO-DIAL,

the: ot - time;, has mogle: | Zemdlog) ot tntsdine ara - eaciomunes . ! shourity through the normal process, proposed changes to the lakh people faced delays. said, "DIAL hasbeen working

reasons, DIAL said in a
statement.

elaborate arrangements for in Terminal 2, and the bus

passengers, by making boarding gate in Terminal 1 wherein in such cases after security-checking rules aim These disruptions underscore to  enhance ﬂasscng{'rs
Ll 7 ¥

disembarking, passengers are to optimise flight slots and the challenges airports face experience at Delhi Airport.

providions for dediceled [Thie frctinies Will serve both To -mmistiin sidy and taken to arrivals and reduce assenger during this season. Delhis By implementing this new
Endnsetes for e taintory Cokvethe: and tuteme o] Secuttty, CISE perpaaniel il rocessed through Domestic  inconvenience’, it saEl.d. ¢ Indj.rag Gandhi International it?itjatige [l'.i..‘\.I_g aims to
in case the travellers’ flight is  passengers. The new plan will be stationed in the enclosures ~ Pr9¢ & il 4 ;

or International transfer areas The annual winter fog crisis  Airport ranks among the top  significantly reduce the time

e AEET Gy PASSENGELS a5 the case ma' be before in Delhi, particularly during 10 busiest airports in the taken for the de-boarding and

delayed. allow passengers to remain in
returning from delaye

Delhi International Airport a separate enclosure, saving

Timited, (DIALY which: $ime omd wedictng fisses o stranded. Hiehts: before thc being brought back to the December and January, world. In 2023, it hosted boarding process for
Gitsiiant A aaiiionl LG i ails]ine ataff ) allawecF Py orheﬁ- Security Hold Area. Bringing causes significant approximately 72.2 million Eassengers of flights affected
3 & Y ! ) such passengers directly to inconvenience for passengers passengers and had an annual by fﬂ&!waaﬂler or technical

Indira Gandhi International The government has relaxed square meters, these enclosures will have essential screened passengers in the th
(IGI) Airport with three (T1, the security protocols at enclosures will be able to hold amenities like toilets and SHA. £
T2, T3) terminals has set up airports to allow passengers between 55 and 120 wvending machines wherever Additionally, personnel from

reverse entry point and wastes critical flight passenger handling capacity issues.

special  enclosures to of flights delayed by over passengersatatime. Theyare feasible. The enclosures the Private Security Agency
accommodate  passengers three hoursor canceled dueto  intended to facilitate security would only be utilized as a (PSA) will wverify  the
who shall be disembarked fog, weather or technical screening, allowing security processing area after documents of passengers
from flights delayed for over issues to disembark and passengers to smoothly re- which the passengers would affected by the fog/weather or
three hours to allow their return to the terminal. enter the terminals Security enter the SHA which would technical issues.

faster return to board their “Ranging from 250 to 450 Hold Area (SHA). These give the passengers access to Continued on page 8
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DESIGNS ON SKY

ART OF THE STATE. Air India Express’ new Boeing VT-BXL aircraft sports livery inspired by the
lkeat” weaving tracition, ‘kat’ symbaolises Odisha's timeless artistry and vibrant cultwral identity,
serving as an Inspiration to traveliers and a tribute to the State's rich legacy, Air india Express on
Tuesday launched four routes from Bhubaneswar as a part of the afrfing's expansion in the east =
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IndiGo sues Mahindra Electric
over use of ‘6E’ in its new e-car

BRAND IDENTITY. Airline says ‘6E” mark is an integral part of its identity for past 18 years

]

Aroosa Ahmed
Rohit Vaid
MumbaifMew Delhi

Airline major IndiGo on
Tuesday filed a trademark in-
fringement suit against
Mahindra Electric Auto-
mobile over the use of the
term ‘6E’ in the name of its
upcoming electric car. The
case was filed at the Delhi
High Court, and the case is
slated to be heard on Decem-
ber 9.

Notably, IndiGo flights
use the call sign ‘6E’; besides,
the airline has several
products branded with this
call sign. IndiGo’s lawyers
said the automobile manu-
facturer had reached out to
the airline to resolve the
matter.

As per a media report that
appeared on the Bar and
Bench website, Mahindra
Electric recently received
approval from the trademark
registrar to register ‘BE 6E’
under Class 12, which covers

CDUNER STATEMENT. Mahindra & Mahindra says its 6E is

fundamentally different from IndiGo’s “6E"reutens

a wide range of motor

vehicles, excluding two-
wheelers.
INDIGO’S CLAIM

IndiGo challenged this ap-
proval, the report said, citing
that it could lead to con-
sumer confusion and dilute
its brand identity.

In a statement, IndiGo
said the “6E” mark is an in-
tegral part of its identity for
the past 18 vears and is a re-
gistered trademark that

holds strong
recognition.

The “6E” mark, whether
standalone or in its variants
and formative forms, is ex-
tensively used by IndiGo for
its offerings and for goods
and services provided in col-
laboration with trusted part-
ners, IndiGo said.

“Any unauthorised use of
the 6E mark constitutes an
infringement of IndiGo’s
rights, reputation and good-
will,” the airline said.

global

“IndiGo is committed to
taking all necessary and ap-
propriate steps to safeguard
its intellectual property and
brand identity,” it said.

On a technical level, a
lengthy process follows after
the initial approval to obtain
final registration.

In a stock exchange filing,
Mahindra & Mahindra has
countered the trademark in-
fringement suit and has
stated that its 6E is funda-
mentally different from Indi-
Go’s “6E,” which represents
anairline and that eliminates

any risk of confusion.
“The  company and
Mahindra Electric Auto-

mobile Ltd (MEAL) have
taken on board the concerns
that InterGlobe Aviation Ltd
(“Indigo”) have to infringe
of their goodwill, which was
not our intention. The com-
pany and MEAL are engaged
in discussions with them to
find an amicable solution,”
Mahindra & Mahindra said in
a statement to the stock
exchanges.
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Airlines may post net loss
0fX2,000-3,000 crore in

FY25 & FY26,says IC

SMOOTH FLIGHT. ICRA sees stable outlook for aviation on the
back of better pricing discipline, aircraft infrastructure and
increased connectivity to tier-ll and tier-Ill cities

E—
Our Bureau
Mumbai

Domestic airlines are expec-
ted to post a net loss of
32,000-3,000 crore in FY25
and FY26 due to weak rupee
and increased costs as a res-
ult of grounding of aircraft,
rating agency ICRA said in its
aviation sector outlook.

However, the loss will be
lower compared to previous
years on account of healthy
traffic growth, anticipated
improvement in yields and
decline in interest costs, it
added.

PRICING POWER
ICRA’s Senior Vice-Presid-
ent and Co-group Head Kin-
jal Shah said improved pri-
cing power will support
airlines” financial perform-
ance. Domestic air traffic is
expected to grow by 7-10 per
cent to 164-170 million in
FY25 while international
traffic by Indian carriers will
rise by 15-20 per cent due to
high demand from leisure
segments and favourable
visa policies.

As such, airlines’ revenue

is expected to grow by 10-15
per cent in fiscals FY25 and
FY26.

ICRA has maintained a
stable outlook for the Indian
aviation sector on the back of
better pricing discipline, im-
provements in aircraft infra-
structure and increased con-
nectivity to tier-II and
tier-1I1 cities.

While there has been
some improvement over the
last year, 16-18 per cent of
India’s airline fleet (144 air-
craft) is grounded.

Last year, the share of
grounded aircraft was 20-22
per cent.

This has resulted in higher
expenses as airlines resort to
higher cost wet leases and fly
less fuel efficient planes.

“ICRA believes that capa-
city addition for the industry
will only be gradual as the
supply chain challenges
faced by the aircraft and en-
gine OEMs may result in in-
termittent delays in
deliveries.”

“Further, a sizeable part of
the fleet addition by airlines
will be meant for expanding
international operations,”
Shah added.

4 DECEMBER 2024
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‘6¢’ branding: IndiGo sues M&M arm

BHAVINI MISHRA
New Delhi, 3 December

IndiGo has taken Mahindra
Electric Automobile to Delhi High
Court (HC) for infringement of its
trademark ‘6e’ in Mahindra’s new
electric car, the Mahindra BE 6e,
which is expected to hit Indian
roads in February 2025.

India’s largest airline informed
the court that Mahindra had
reached out to iton Monday even-
ing to discuss the issue.

The case came up before
Justice Amit Bansal on Tuesday,
but the judge recused himself from
hearing the matter. It is now
expected to be heard on December
9. The dispute arose when the reg-
istrar of trademarks on November
25 accepted Mahindra Electric’s
request to register the ‘BE 6’ mark
in Class 12. Under trademark laws,
there are a total of 45 classes of
trademarks, with Classes 1-34 per-
taining to products and Classes 35-
45 pertaining to services.

IndiGo operates under the call-
sign ‘6e’, which is also a key identi-
fier of its branding. In aviation, a
callsign is a group of letters and

LEGAL TUSSLE

m|n 2015, IndiGo was embroiled
in a trademark dispute with
Tata Motors, which sells its
flagship sedans under the
same brand name. Tata Motors
forayed into sedans with
Indigo in 2002 and had
issued notices to IndiGo
in 2005, but the airline
went ahead with the
trademark at
the time

numbers used to iden-
tify an aircraft or aviator
inair-ground communica-

tions (in this case, 6€).

The ‘6e’ brand also offers a wide
range of services to its passengers,
such as seat selection, priority
check-in, complimentary snacks,
and the ability to flexibly resched-
ule and cancel. In addition, the 6e
add-ons also offer options for extra
baggage, pre-booked meals, and
lounge access. IndiGo obtained
registration for the word mark ‘6e
Link’ under Classes 9, 35, 39, and

HIn 2016, Go Holdings (proprietors
of now bankrupt Go Air) sued
Indigo before the Bombay High
Court for Intellectual Property issues
over their chosen Prefix Go, and
had sought directions to rename
the Airline "Indigo" to Indi.
The suit however, was for
intellectual property disputes
between two airlines as
opposed to entire
trademark infringements

16 in 2015, which
gives it right to use
‘6e’ for advertisement
and services. Now that Mahindra’s
request has been accepted to use
‘BE 6¢’, it can be used for motor
vehicles and related components.
“The ‘6e’ mark is an integral
part of IndiGo’s identity, having
been used for the past 18 years, and
isaregistered trademark that holds
strong global recognition. The ‘6e’
mark, whether standalone or in its
variants and formative forms, is
extensively used by IndiGo for its

offerings and for goods and serv-
ices provided in collaboration with
trusted partners. Any unautho-
rised use of the ‘6e’ mark, whether
standalone or in any form, consti-
tutes an infringement of IndiGo’s
rights, reputation, and goodwill.
IndiGo is committed to taking nec-
essary steps to safeguard its intel-
lectual property and brand iden-
tity,” a IndiGo spokesperson said.

Mahindra said its electric-origin
sport utility vehicle (SUV), the BE
6e and XEV 9e, on November 26,
2024. Mahindra has applied for
trademark registration under Class
12 (vehicles) for ‘BE 6¢’ as part of its
electric-origin SUV portfolio.

“We don’t see a conflict, as
Mahindra’s mark is ‘BE 6¢’, not the
standalone ‘6e’. It differs funda-
mentally from IndiGo’s ‘6e’, which
represents an airline, eliminating
any risk of confusion. The distinct
styling further emphasises their
uniqueness. We have taken on
board the concerns that InterGlobe
Aviation has about the infringe-
ment of their goodwill, and are
engaged in discussions for an ami-
cable solution,” a spokesperson for
Mahindra & Mahindra.
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Year-end travel plans not hityet as airfares remain stable

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 3 December

Airfaresduringthe Christmas and New Year
period have remained largely stable as fuel prices
are low, load factors (occupancy rate) in flights are
robust, and airlines are expecting the demand to
pickupfurther, say industry players.

Accordingtodata from travel website Ixigo,
which has been reviewed by Business Standard,
the average airfare on the Delhi-Goa route for
travel between December 24 and January 1 has
stood at39,301, justtwo per cent higher than
duringthe same period last year.

The fareswere considered for tickets booked 30
daysinadvance. Goaremains one of India’s most
popular destinations for Christmasand
New Year celebrations.

The Delhi-Kolkata route stands as one of
India'sbusiest, witnessing the operation of over
160 flights weekly.

Accordingtoixigo, the average airfare on this
routeduring the December 24-January 1 period
hasexperienced a year-on-yeardecrease of 29.7 per
cent fortickets booked 30 days prior todeparture.

Airline officials stated thatload factors have
remained consistently high in recent weeks and

areexpected tostay strong in the weeks ahead.

“Although therearecertain capacity
constraints due toaircraft groundings and other
issues, airfares havelargely remained stable.
Demand for the Christmas period is expected to
rise further in thecomingdays,” one official said.

Accordingto aviation analytics firm Cirium,
Indian carriersarescheduled tooperate 22,645
flights per weekin December, an
increase of approximately eight \
per centcompared tothesame
monthlastyear.

Currently, around 130 of the 730
commercial aircraftin thecountry are
grounded due tosupply chain disruptions,
financial challenges, and engine-related issues.

Fuel prices have also decreased in December
this year compared to the same period last year.

OnDecember1, aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
priceswere91,856 per kilolitre in Delhi, about14
per centlower than in December2023. ATF costs
account for nearly40 percentof anairline'stotal
operating expenses.

Justlike Delhi-Kolkataroute, the Bengaluru-
Hyderabad route is recognised as one of
India'sbusiest.

Accordingtoixigo, the average airfare on this

STEADY Dec2,'23  Dec2,'
COURSE Key routes tolan1,"24 tolan1,'25 % change
Delhi-Udaipur 5,931 5,368 B 95
Avgone-wayfare o iy qkata 8,268 5,61 297
for departures
(in%) Bengaluru-Hyderabad 3,789 3,526 - -6.9
Kolkata-Bengaluru 8,417 6,00 | 287
Mumbai-Ahmedabad 3,21 3,000 -
Delhi-Goa 9,119 9,301 20
Mumbai-Goa 5,867 6,116 w2
Delhi-Bengaluru 8,201 8,699 6.1 Il
Mumbai-Bengaluru 4,991 5,346 71 [

route for the December 24-January1timeframe
has observed a year-on-year reduction of 6.9 per
cent, amounting to3,526 for tickets booked 30
daysin advanceof departure.

While the central government does not
control airfares in India, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation does have a tariff monitoring
unit that monitors fares on 60 routes in four
categories: Tickets purchased 31 days before

Note: Data fortickets purchased 30 days in advance

Souce: Ixigo

departure, 14 days, seven days and
immediate fares.

In December 2023, aviation minister
JyotiradityaScindia told reporters: "If we observe
any major spikein fares, the Tariff Monitoring
Unit informs the airline and itself-regulates and
brings the fare under control. Currently, the fares
areunder control, keepingin mind the
seasonal fluctuation."
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Lufthansa extends suspension
of Tel Aviv flights till Jan. 31

Frankfurt, Dec. 2: Ger-
man airline group Lufth-
ansa said on Monday it
was extending the suspen-
sion of flights to Tel Aviv
to the end of January, asa
fragile ceasefire held bet-
ween [srael and Hezbollah
in Lebanon.

“All airlines of the Lu-

fthansa Group will extend
the suspension of its
flights to Tel Aviv up to
and including 31 January
2025, the group said.

The Lufthansa group
has repeatedly modified
its schedule in recent
months due to heightened
tensions in the Middle

East, as have other air-
lines.

The group’s services to
Tel Aviv had previously
been suspended until at
least December 15.

For flagship carrier
Lufthansa, the stop had
applied until the end of
the vear. — AFP
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ALLEGING TRADEMARK INFRINGEMENT

IndiGo in HC Against
Mahindra Over ‘6K’

M&M unit says branding poses no confusion
asitrepresentsan EV, notairline service

Our Bureau

New Delhi: InterGlobe Aviation
Ltd, the operator of India’s largest
airline IndiGo, on Tuesday moved
the Delhi High Court alleging tra-
demark infringement of its Inter-
national Air Transport Associa-
tion (IATA) callsign ‘6E’ by Ma-
hindra Electric Automobile Ltd.

The airline accused the electric
vehicle maker of using ‘6E’ in its
latest electric SUV, Mahindra BE
6e, whichtheairlineclaimed is si-
milartoits ‘6E’ trademark.

Mahindra’s BE 6e, which has cre-
ated buzz for its unique design and
tech loaded features, is expected to
hit the roads in February.

While Justice Amit Bansal re-
cused himself from the hearing
of thecase, senior counsel Sande-
epSethi, representing IndiGo, in-
formed the court that Mahindra
had reached out to the airline on
Monday and an effort is being
made to discuss the matter:

The case is likely to come up for
hearing on December 9.

The Registrar of Trademarks
had on November 25 accepted
Mahindra Electric’s request to
register its mark ‘BE 6e’ in Class
12 range of vehicles and parts. If
registered, Mahindra will be al-
lowed to use the ‘6e’ trademark
for a wide range of motor vehi-
cles and related components, in-

cluding land wvehicles, off-road
and utility vehicles, electric and
internal combustion engine-po-
wered vehicles, buses, trucks,
tractors, and parts. However, the
mark cannot be used for two-whe-
elers and their components.
Mahindra Electric Automobile
is a subsidiary of Mahindra &
Mahindra (M&M) dedicated to
developing and producing elec-
tric vehicles. The
company made its
first full-fledged
foray into India's
nascent EV mar-
ket with the intro-
duction of two pu-

Thecaseis :

likely to re electric models-
comeupfor — BE 6e and XEV
hearingon 9e on November 26.
December 9 In response to In-

diGo’s petition, pa-
rent M&M said on Tuesday that
the BE 6e mark differs fundamen-
tally from IndiGo's standalone ‘6E’
trademark. The automaker said
its branding poses no risk of con-
fusion since it represents an EV
rather than an airline service,
M&M also acknowledged Indi-
Go'sconcernsregarding goodwill
infringement and confirmed that
both companies are in talks to re-
ach an amicable solution. “We
hence don't see a conflict as Ma-
hindra’s mark is “BE 6e,” not the
standalone “6E"... which repre-
sentsanairline.”

4 DECEMBER 2024
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M Rolls-Royce Valuation
Hits $63 b for First Time

MEW DELH Rolis-Royce
1 Holdings Pic’s valuation
reached £50 billion (363

billion) for the first time as
the stock extends a surge an the back
of buoyant demand for long-haul jet
engines, The London-based producer
of engines like the Trent XWB8, which
powers some Airbus SE aircraft,
closed up 3.2% on Tuesday, extending
its year-to-daterally to97%. The
stock has risen more than sixfold
since theend of 2022, beating every
other stock onthe benchmark Stoxx
Europe 600 index. Rolls-Royre's sales
have spared thanks toa post-pan-
demic surge in lang-haul fravel, The
firm announced earlier this yvear that
large-engine flying hours had finally
surpassed levels seen before the
Covidlockdowns
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Basil Kwauk to be New COO of Air India from January

Qur Bureau

Mumbai: Alr India on Tuesday
announced Captain Basil Kwauk
as its new Chief Operations OfTi-
cer {CO0), effective January 2025,

“Basil brings a wealth of experi-
ence from his 25-vear coreer with
Singapore Alrlines and Vistara.

We look forward to his leadership
as we enter the next phase of

transformation,” Air India chief
executive Campbell Wilson said
inan internalemail. ET had revie-
wed theemail

KEwauk, an accomplished pilot
and mechanical engineer, has ex-
tensive experience in flving air-
craft ranging from Airbus A3l8%s
to Boeing 7873, He will relocate to
New Delhi in the coming weeks,

Captain Klaus Goersch, who has
served as CO0 and played a key role
in the airline’s merger process, will
stepdown at theend of Decemberto
assume a senfor role in the United
States closerio his family.

Wilson also expressed gratitude
to Goersch, stating, "Klaus's cont-
ributions duringa pivotal time for
Adr India have bean invaluahble,”
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Airfares set torise
In coming quarters

SWARAJ BAGGONKAR
Mumbai, December 3

AIRFARES ARE EXPECTED to inch
upinthe coming quarters following
ariseinfuelpricesand lease rentals
becoming more expensive due to
the depreciating rupee, ratings
agency Icra said on Tuesday.

“Even though we have seen a
year-on-year decline in prices inthe
current year, ATF (aviation turbine
fuel) prices remain at elevated lev-
els compared to pre-Covid levels,”
Kinjal Shah, senior vice president
lcra said.

ATF was hiked by over 3% on
November 1. ATF accounts for 30-
40% of the total cost for the air-
lines."They are unable to pass on
the entire cost to the customers
because of the need to maintain
adequate PLF (passenger load fac-
tor). Such costs also come with a
lag,”Shah added.

Domestic airtraffic is projected
to rise 7-10% to 164-170 million

COST TRANSFER

inthe current financial year.Inthe
first half ending September, the
domestic ai_rpassengertrafﬁc stood
at 79.3 million, marking a growth
of 5%,

The agency further added that
airlines are expected to reporta net
loss of ¥2,000-3,000 crore during
FY25-26, markedly lower than the
losses witnessed in the previous
years,supported by continued pas-
senger demand and better pricing
power.

India had a total fleet of 853 air-
craftas of end September 2024 end,
of which 16-18% were grounded.
From 154 aircraft groundedin Sep-
tember 202 3, the number declined
to 144 in September 2024 and is
expected to reduce further.

“Airlines have totake short-term
leases tomeet the demandwhichis
very strong currently. Since there is
loweravailabilityofaircraft,airlines
will probably end up taking aircraft
which are older and less fuel effi-
cient,”Shah added.

® ATF, which accounts # India had a total fleet of 853 aircraft
for 30-40% ofthe total | asof September 2024 end
costfortheailines, | mFrom1s4 | minthe firsthal
o e Mo erbier aircraft grounded  ofthis year, the

— e in September domestic air
® Domestic air traffic 2023, the number  passenger
is projected to rise declined tol44in  traffic stood at
7-10% to 164-170 September2024  79.3 million,a
million in the current . growth of 5%

financial year
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SpiceJet
secures rights to
operate 100 Haj
flights in 2025

NEW DELHI

Domestic carrier Spicelet on
Monday said it has secured
the rights to operate Haj
flights in 2025 from four key
cities in the country -—
Kolkata, Guwahati, Srinagar,
and Gaya

As part of its mandate,
SpiceJet will operate over 100
special flights for Haj 2025
using a mix of narrow-body
and wide-body aircraft, andis
expected to fly 18 per cent
additional pilgrims (around
15,500) compared to this yvear,
the airline said.

Haj has been a significant
revenue  generator  for
SpiceJet, and the airline
expects to generate Hs 185
crore from these operations
in 2025, it said.

During the previous Haj
season, Spicelet deploved
mwo wide-body Airbus A340
aircraft, each with a seating
capacity of 324 passengers,
SpiceJet said.
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IndiGo files law suit against
Mahindra, seeks to prevent
use of ‘6€’ mark in e-SUV

Lalatendn Mishra
MUMBAI

Low-cost airline Inter-
Globe Aviation Ltd, {Indi-
o) has Aled a law subt
against Mahindra Electric
Mobility Ltd., a subsidiary
of Mahindra & Mahindra
Ld. (M&M) in the Delhi
High Court, charging the
electric SUV company with
trademurk infringement.
Last week, Mahindra
unveiled two electric SUVs
and one of them is named
BE Ge, IndiGo, which has
its call sign as 6E, believes
that the use of Ge (e in lo-
werrase) is a violation of its
identity and rademark.
“The GE mark is an inte

gmal part of IndiGo’s identi-
ty for the past 18 years and
is a registered trademark
that holds strong global re-
cognition. The 6E mark,
whether standalone or in
its variants and formative
forms, is extensively used
bwv IndiGo for its oiferings
and for goods and services

provided in collaboration
with trusted partners,” In-
diGGo said in a statement.

Infringment

“any unauthorised wse of
the 6E mark, whether stan-
dalone or in anv form, con-
stitutes an infringement of
IndiCo's rights, reputation,
and goodwill. IndiGo is
committed to taking all ne-
cessary and appropriate
steps to safeguard its intel-
lectual property and brand
identity," IndiGo, India's
higgest airline by market
share, said.

The  Gurugram-head-
quartered company did
not provide a copy of the
Taw suit.
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IndiGo sues M&M over the use of ‘6E’ forits EV

Krishna Yadav &
Alisha Sachdev

krishna.yadav@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: InterGlobe Aviation
Ltd, which runs India’s largest
airline IndiGo, has filed a trade-
mark infringement case against
Mahindra Electric Automobile
Ltd in the Delhi High Court over
the use of ‘6E’ in the auto-
maker's upcoming electric car
model BE 6e, slated for deliver-
ies in late February next year.
IndiGo claims that '6E," a key
element of its branding and call
sign, is protected under trade-
mark laws and has sought an

injunction against Mahindra
from using the designation.

Mahindra & Mahindra, the
parent of Mahindra Electric
Automobile, said that the styl-
ing of the two monikers—
IndiGo’s standalone '6E’, and
Mahindra’s BE 6e—differs fun-
damentally, adding that it is in
discussions with InterGlobe
Aviation to resolve the dispute
amicably.

The case was initially listed
before Justice Amit Bansal, but
the judge recused himself from
the hearing on Tuesday. The
matter is now scheduled to be
heard on 9 December by a new
bench.

IndiGo claims that ‘6E,’ akey
element of its branding and
call sign, is protected under
trademark laws. HT

It may be noted here that
Mabhindra’s SUV brand name
sports a “6E” in small-case.

The airline’s call sign “6E" is
said to be central to its brand-
ing, representing a suite of pas-
senger-focused services such as
G6E Prime, which offers benefits
like priority check-in and seat
selection, and 6E Flex, allowing
for flexible rescheduling and
cancellations.  Additionally,
other 6E-branded add-ons are
said to enhance the customer
experience by offering customi-
zable options, including lounge
access and extra baggage allow-
ances.

“Mahindra revealed its elec-
tric origin SUVs the BE Ge and
XEV 9e on 26 November.
Mahindra has applied for trade

mark registration under class 12
( vehicles) for ‘BE 6e’, a part of
its electric origin SUV portfolio.
We, hence, don't see a conflict
as Mahindra's mark is ‘BE 6¢’,
not the standalone ‘6E'. It differs
fundamentally from Indigo’s
‘6E", which represents an air-
line, eliminating any risk of con-
fusion. The distinct styling fur-
ther emphasizes their unique-
ness,” a Mahindra spokesperson
said.

Mahindra's BE 6e is gaining
in popularity as a futuristically-
designed sports e-SUV. The
brand name “BE" is pronounced
“Be", and with “6e” is a play on
“Be Sexy".
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INBRIEF

IndiGo to start direct flights

to Penang from December 21

Chennai airport will soon have direct flights to
Penang in Malaysia, with IndiGo set to
commence non-stop flight operations to the
Malaysian destination from December 21. While
speaking at the launch, Agnel Pinto, assistant
vice-president (sales), IndiGo, said the flight
would depart at 2.15 a.m. from Chennai and
arrive at Penang at 8.30 a.m. (MYT). The flight
would leave from Penang at 9.30 a.m. (MYT) and
land at Chennai airport at 10.30 a.m. (IST).
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IndiGo takes Mahindra Electric to court
alleging ‘6e’ trademark infringement

SUKALPSHARMA
NEWDELHL DECEMBER 3

INDIA'S LARGEST adine IndiGo
has filed acase in theDelhi High
Cotut against automobile major
Mahindm & Mahindra's | MEM)
electrc mobility amm=Mahindra
Electric Automobile( MEAL —for
using thearine'sidentifier code
GEin the name ol its recently un-
veiled electric vehicle BE Ge,
IndiGo has the registration for
the “6E" trademark and uses it
extensively inits branding and
advertising.

“The “GE' narkis an integral
part of IndiGo’s identity for the
past 18 yvears and s a registered
trademark that holds strong
global recognition, The '6E mark,
whether ganddone orm itsvan-
ants and formative forms, is ex-
tensivelyused by IndiCo for itsol-
ferings and for goods and services
prvaded in collabaration with
tristed partners. Any unaiitho-

rised use of the “GE mark,
whether standalone or in any
o, constitutes an infringement
ol IndiGo's nghts, reputation, and
ooodwill, IndiCo is committed 1o
taking all necessary and appropri-
ate steps to safeguiard its intellec-
wal property and brand identity,”
the awrline said in a statement,
MEAL urweiled its electric oni-
ginSUVs—BE Geand XEV 9e—on
Movember 26, and has applied

Fie

for trade mark registration for
“BE 6e”, In a filing with the stock
exchanges, MEM said that it does
not see amy conflict with IndiGo
pertaining the trademarks, and
thatalong withMEAL itis in talks
with the aifdine to arrive at an
“amicable solution”,

*_the Company { M&EM jdoes
not see a conflict as Mahindra's
mark is 'BE 6¢', not the stand-
alone "GE", It differs hindamen-

tally from IndiCa's '6E', which
represents an aifdine, eliminat-
ingany riskof confusion The dis-
tinct styling further emphasizes
thetr uniqueness,” V&M said,
adding that the trade mark reg-
istration filed by the MEAL is
specifically for the vehic le dass

“The Company and MEAL
hastakenonboard the concems
that InterGlobe Aviation Limied
("IndiGo’) have to infringement
of their goodwill, which wias not
outr intertion The Comparny and
MEAL areengaged indiscussions
with them to find an amicahle
solution,” the automobile com-
pany said,

Thecase came up for heanng
before the Delhi High Court on
Tuesday, and is now likely to
come upfor eanng nex b week.

Thestarting pree forthe BE Ge
is Bs 18.90 lakh and it will be
laundhed in phased manner from
January e nd. MEAL expects to
start defivenes towards the end of
Felbruany orearly March.
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2025 to be amixed
year for aviation: Icra

T e T

daans hanand @ivesmi nLcom
NEW DELHI

he vear 2025 is likely 1o
T b e for Lol S
i sector, with jet fuel
prices, grounding of arcrali,
an] moderation in yields seen
asheadwinds for the industry,
acrording to mting ageney lens
Improvings passenger traflic,
sipmificant demand for lesure
and  business
trrvel and increas lcrae

current year, they continue (o
b elevated compared to pre

covid beveels,” Ringal Shah, sen

o Y Pat lerasaid respomding tao
Mint's queries. ATF acoounts
foar nezarty S0-80% of the total
cost af airlines.

Shah said the aircrafi-on
eround situation is the second
bigmest headwind. “Around
16-158% ol the industry capacity
mourrenthy on ground. This not
only impacts the supply in

termsol the avail
cts ahility of aircraft

I 4l PAsseTEer Indian aviation but also has an
penetration are industry’s net loss impact i terms ol
likely o be the to be between higher operating
tailwinds for the #20 billion and coests because air

sector, lersaid.

lines have to bwear

lera estimates  £30 billion in FY25 thecost of the air-
that in FY23, and FY26. craft on the
domestic air pas- — . grrouriad and at the

senger traffic is

expected Lo grow in the range
of 710, and intermationa] pas-
sonyzer traffic for Indian carm
ersis soen s 15-200%. The
rating apency also expects the
industry’s net loss to be
between 120 billion and £330
b Mo i FY 25 anwd FY26.

“In terms of beadwinds, ATF
{aviation turbine fuel) prices
are expected o be high. Even
though wi have seen ayear-on
veurrdecline in the prices in the

same Hme, you
v Lo takee shor - berm leases
to meet the demand. So all
these will incrementally have
the ipact of higher cost which
we have already seen in HI
FY25," she said.

As far as major factors sup
porting the imdustry are con
cermd, lera expects a pick-up
iy i pessenger taffic aided by
letsure and business travel
which will resull in a good
demand for Indian carmiers.
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Union aviation minister Kinjarape Rammohan
Mabdu. rh

Bill presented to
replace Aircraft Act

he Rajva Sabha on Tuesday took up a bill
T which seeks to remove redundancies and

replace the 90-year-obd Aircraft Act to
boost ease of doing business to attract
imvestmentsin the §EEEEGH s ctor.

The: Bharativa Vayvuyan Vidhevak, 2024, was
passed in the Lok Sabha in the last session of
Parlizment im August this vear.

Moving the bill for consideration and
passage, Union aviation minister hinjariapua
HRammohan Naidu said that the bill wastaken
up after a sugpestion by The International
Civil Aviation Organization toamend the
primcipal Act.

During the debate on the bill Congress
members Sved Xoseer Hussain and Pramiod
Tiwari sought to raise the Adani issue inthe
upper house amd demanded an investigation
into the bribery charges but were disallowed
by the chair. PTI
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IndiGo sues M&M over the use
of ‘6F’ for its electric vehicle

Indigo says 6E is protected under trademark laws, seeks injunction against Mahindra

MEW DELHI

nterGilobe Aviation Lid, which runs India's

largest aidine Inditio, has filed a trademark

infringement case agzinst Mahindra Electric

Automobibe Lid in the Delhi High Court over

the use of "6E” in the automaker's uproming
elertric carmodel BE G, slated fordetiverniesin ke
Felsruary next year.

Indifio claims that *6E," a key element of its
branding and call sign, is protected under trade
muark lawes and has sought an injuncticn aginst
Mahincra from using the desigmation.

Mahindra & Mahindr, the parent of Mahindra
Electric Automaobibe, said that the styvlingof the two
muomnikers— IndiCio's standalone *6E, and Mahin
dra's BE Go—differs fundamentally, adding that it
is in discussions with InterGlobe ASSEHGE 1o
resalve the dispute amicably.

The case wasinitially Hsted before Justice Amit

Bansal, but the judge recused himself from the
hearing on Tuesday. The matteris now s-heduled
1o be heard on S Dvecember by a new bench.

It mury be noted bere that Mabdrdra's SUV brand
name sparisa “6E" in simall-case.

Theaidine'scall sign “GE” issaid tobe centralo
its branding, repre
senting o suite of
passenger- focused
services such as GE
Prime, which offers
benefits like priority
check-in and seat
selection, and GE

The airines callsign 6F issaid to be
central to its branding, representing a
suite of passenger-focused services
such as 6k Prime and 6E Fex

BEGeand XEY Se on 26 November. Mahindr has
applied for trade mark registration under class 12
{ veehicles) for “BE Ge', a part of its electric origin
SUV portiolio. We, hence, don't see a conflict as
Mahindra's markis 'BE Ge'not the standalone ‘GE.
[t differs fandamentally from Indipo's ‘6E, which
represents an air
line, elimintingany
risk of confusion.
The distinct styling
further emphiasizes
thwrir nmicgueness,” a
Mahindra spokes
persion said.

Flex, allowing for
flexible rescheduling and concellations. Addition
ally, other GE-branded add -ons are said to enhance
the customer experience by offering costomixable
options, including lounge acoess and extra bag
page allowances.

“Mahindra revealedits electric crigin SUVs the

Mahindra's BE fie
is gaining in popularity as a futuristicalhy-designed
sportse-SUV. The brand name "BE” & pronownced
“Be", and with “Ge” is aplay on “Be Sexy ™.

Foaran extended version of this story, go fo live
mint.com
Fridime yeadariilioemint. com
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BHARATIYA VAYUYAN VIDHEYAK, 2024

Civil Aviation Minister Naidu moves Bill in
Rajya Sabha to replace 9o-yr old Aircraft Act

OUR CORRESPONDENT

N'E“'DE].HI:TIER:JJ]’B Sahha
on Teesday took up a Bill which
seeks to remove redundancies
and replace the 90-year-old Air-
craft Act to boost ease of doing
business to atiract investments
in the aviation sector.

The Bharatiya Vayuyan Vid-
heyak, 2024, was passed in the

Lok Sabha in the last session of

Parliament in Angust this year.
Moving the Bill for con-
sideration and passage, Union
Civil Aviation Minister Kinja-
rapu Remmaohan Naidu said
that the Bill was taken up after
a suggestion by The Interna-
tional Civil Aviation O i
zation (ICAQ) to amend the
principal act. Naidu mentioned
that the aviation sector has the
potential to drive the economy

and should be nded.
He informed the House
that the number of airports has

increased from 74 in 2014 to
157 in the country and the fleet
size has also doubled from 400
(aircraft) in 2014 o 813,

“In the earlier Act, only the
world maintenance was men-

Union Ciwil Aviation Minister
Kinjorapu Rammohan Nalde

The Bharatiya
Vayuyan Vidheyak,
2024, was passed
in the Lok Sabha in
the last session of
Parliament in August
this year

Highlights

» Maoidy said that the
Bill wos taken up ofter
a suggesfion by The
International Civil
Aviafion Orgonizotion
to amend principal oct

» Maidu menfioned that
the oviation sector has
the potential to drive
the economy and should
be expanded

» "Mumber of oirports
has rose from 74 in
2014 +o0 157 ond fleet
size hos also doubled
from 400 (gircraft)
in2014 0 B13

tioned. There was no defini-
thon. Mow we adding design and
mznefacturing also. We are also
defining all these three terms (in
the new law ). Wi have brought
the appeal system.” he stated.
minister explained that
most of the times, we amend
rules of the Act with backing

of the principal act and that is

why we are amending the prin-
cipal act.

“We are giving stromn:
backing to rﬁcs u

Act he stressed.

He also stated that today
everybody wants to have an
airport in their district.

“We want to cater to those
dreams. We want to build those
airports. We feel that if we can-
not do it teday, it will be a chal-
lenge tomorrow. The land is
going to be scarce]” he added.

"W have nroanised svere-

thing in the Bill which provides
ditferent section for powers of
bodies like DGCA, So there is
clear demarcation and indica-
tion on which each body has to
do as recommended by ICAQ)
hie atated
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‘Domestic air traffic
to rise to 164-170 mn
in current fiscal’

The international passenger traffic
sroccth for fndian carviers increased
and sfood at 16,25 in Hr FYas

NEW DEILHE Domestic
alr mraffic is projected o rise
7-10 per cent 1o 164-170 mdd
liose in: the curvent Bscal year,
while the aviation Indusiry's
locs is peg@ed a1 Bs 2000
3,081 crore during the same
pevbod, according o rating
ey lom

Im the first half of 3024-25,
licrw said domestic s pascen

er traffic stood at 79.3 mil-

bnn, marking @ 5.3 per cent
armiad grmwth thet was partly
impacted by the severe hem
warve and other wenher-relaed
disrupiiorn
The imermational paiserger
traffic growah (or Indian canni-
ers increased and siood ak 6.2
per cent in the first balf of the
current finencial year

On Juu.in:.. the rating

ncy sadd donusstic alr trar
B ls expectadio jump 7-10 per
centon an annusl hisls 1o 164
170 muillion in FY 2025

lcra maintsned @ siable
outheok an the Indien avistion
Indinsiry, ambdat camtimmed
grenwth in domestic snd (nter
national air passenger traffic.

Kinjal Shah, Senbor Vice
President & Co-Growp Head
wt dcra, said ke indusery Is
expected 10 repart a net loss
ol Hs 2030 billion s FY2025
and FY 2026 each, significantly
lovwer than ke boesses wii-
nessed (o the past supported
by improved pricies; power af
the alelines

“The spread between Teve
nie per vidlable seat kilometre
ansd cost per availahle seat oo
I PE i SO Ederation |0
H1 FY 1025 over FY 2024 due- o
higher Fiel prices and overall
Inoressed onits amld geoarding

of aiwcraft, while yields mod
erated marginally as sifines
AP to mekntakn adequsts
puessenger knad facioe

'Nm&hek;.jhﬂ sami
b expeciad o plc Im H2
!-!'!I:l';x amlil ||=.l|h_:]1pu&m-
ger i) Shah said.

Adrlines' cost structuse b
rypically driven by two key
compoments — Avtation Tar-
bine Fusel (ATF) prrices snd the
INR- LS mawensent,

Cn i yer-on- year biss, lom
sakd average ATT prices cased
by 6.8 per cent o R 96,192
KL in the frst eight months ol
Y2025, though exceeding the
levels seen during pee- Covid
perivad (first eight momtbs of
FY2020) of Rs 65 261K

Fod costs sccourm fo
ariend 30 io 40 per cesi al
an alrlines cosis, while ahoui
35-50 per cent of the operat
g eupenes, including sircrafi
lease pavmnens, foel expenses
and & significam portion of air
cralfi and engine maintenasce

gy are denominated in
LT,
“Hoane abrlinss also have
n:m?n currency debe While
unesticalelines st have
a partial nateral bedge 1o the
exient of sarnimgs fmen thes
Incernational operations, over
all, ey buave met payahles in
fiorekgn cusrency, 1he raring
mency midinarelsae. M



T T_JTH_ETEEE!—UJ-ﬁJm

AIRPORTS

AUTHORITY OF

Corporate Communications Directorate

INDILA

THE PIONEER

DELHT

3 DECEMEBER 2024

Sp1ce]et to operate 100
Hayj tlights 1n 2025

PTI B MUMBAI

omestic carrier Spicefet
on Monday said it has
secured the rights to operate
Haj flights in 2025 from

four key cities in the
country Kolkata,
Guwahati, Srinagar, and
Gaya.

As part of its mandate,
Spicelet will operate over
100 special flights for Haj
2025, using a mix of
narrow-body and  wide-
body atreraft, and is

expected to {1y 18 per cent
additional pilgrims (around
15.500) compared to this
year, the airline said.

Haj has been a significant
revenue  generalor  for
Spicelet, and the airline
expects lo generate Rs 185
crore from these operations
in 2025, it gaid

During the previous Haj
season, Spicefet deployed
two wide-body Airbus A340
aircraft, each with a seating
capacity of 324 passengers,
Spiecefet satd.
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Domestic air traffic
to rise to 164-170
million in FY25: Icra

FTI W NEW DELHI

Dumc—sti.gd gir traffic is
roj to rise 7-10 per
n:m]:n m-] 70 million in Eﬂ
current fiscal year, while the
aviation industry’s loss is
pegged at Bs 2,000-3,000 crore
during the same period,
according to rating agency
lcra

In the first half of 2024-25, lcra
said domestic air passenger
traftic stood at 793 million,
marking a 5.3 per cent annual
growth that was partly
impacted by the severe heat
wave and other weather-
related disruptions.

The international passenger
traffic growth for Indian
carriers increased and stood at
16.2 per cent in the first half of
the current financial year,

On Tuesday, the rating agency
said domestic air traffic is
expected to jump 7-10 per
cent on an annual basis to 164-
170 million in FY 2025,

Icra maintained a ‘stable’
outlook on the Indian aviation
industry, amidst continued
growth in  domestic and
international air passenger
traffic. Kinjal Shah, Senior
Vice President & Co-Group
Head at Tcra, said the industry
is expected to report a net loss
of Rs 20-30 billion in FY2025
and FY 2026 each, significantly
lower than the losses
witnessed in  the past

supported by improved
ricing power of the airlines.
The spread between revenue
per available seat kilometre
and cost per available seat
kilometre saw EOme
moderation in H1 FY2025
over FY2024 due to higher fuel
prices and overall increased
costs amid grounding of
aircraft, while yiclds
moderated marginally as
airlines strove to maintain
adequate  passemger  load
factors.

“Sonctheless, the same is
expected to pick wp in H2
FY 2025, amid hcalth}'
passenger traffic,’ Shah said.
Airlines' cost structure is
typically driven by two key
components - Aviation
Turbine Fuel (ATF) prices and
the INR-U'SD) movement.

On a year-on-year basis, lcma
said average ATF prices eased
by 68 per cemt to Rs
96,192/KL in the first eight
months of FY2025, thoogh
exceeding  the levels seen
during pre-Covid period { first
cight months of FY2020) of Rs
65, 261/KL. Fuel costs account
for around 30 to 40 per cent of
an airlines costs, while about
35-50 per cent of the operating
expenses, including aircraft
lease payments, fuel expenses
and a significant portion of
aircraft and enging
mainienance expenses are
denominated in dallar terms.
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pice]et 0 operate 100
Haj flights in 2025

PTI B MUMBAI

Dnmestic carrier Spicefet
on Monday said it has
secured the rigﬁls to operate
Haj flights in 2025 from
four key cities in the
country - Kolkata,
Guwahati, Srinagar, and
Gaya.

As part of its mandate,
SpiceJet will operate over
100 special ﬂigﬂts for Haj

2025, using a mix of

narrow-body and wide-
body aircraft, and is

expected to fly 18 per cent
additional pilgrims (around
15,500) compared to this
year, the airline said.

Haj has been a significant
revenue generator for
SpiceJet, and the airline
expects to generate Rs 185
crore from these operations
in 2025, it said.

During the previous Haj
season, SpiceJet deploye

two wide-body Airbus A340
aircraft, each with a seating
capacity of 324 passengers,
Spicefet said.
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KL flights

Body: Direct flights between
Kolkata and Kuala Lumpur by
Malaysia Airlines resumed on
Monday night after 18 vears.
The Might is a reaffir-
mation of the potential of
both trade and tourism be-
tween Malaysia and Ben-
gal, said Sanjay Budhia,
honorary consul of Malaysia.
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HAVE AIRFARES BEEN PUSHED SKY HIGH?
‘REAL PRICES L()WER DESPITE RISING COSTYS

Airfares have been high recently
due to increased festive season and
year-end travel. But a global study
comparing airfares up to Aug 2024
with fares in 2015 and 2019, along
with jet fuel costs, and general
inflation shows that air ticket prices
have risen slower than jet fuel prices
or overall inflation. Also, airlines have
absorbed some of the rising costs
rather than fully passing them on to
customers. Manju V reports

Global Pre-2020 decline & pandemic
impact | Airfares continuously
declined until the pandemic
when prices fell sharply. Post-

pandemic recovery led to significant
price increases

Nominal vs real terms (2015-2024) | Nomi-

sumer inflation

Note: Real airfare gains
oy, ar€ InCrease

factors) minus the rate
of consumer price
inflation

India Nominal airfrﬁ changes:

nal airfares: 3% lower in Aug 2024 com- Cpmparils-on with Inflation | Projection through
pared to Aug 2015. Real airfares: 37% Airfares increased at a slower 2015t02024 2019 to 2024 | 2025:
lower due to high inflation offset. Real jet 3t tl?a; hoth il $17% * 1395, | ®Pomestic el
fuel prices: Rose by 2%, surpassingcon-  Price INAEX (CPI) and jet fue Internationa

' prices airfares expected

Real airfare changes:
2015t0 2024 2019 to 2024

to remain high
® Jet fuel prices

in nominal O O/. | projected to rise
airfares (fares ' 43 Aj ‘ ]-5 A) again

not adjusted for ! ] : )
inflation [fr other While nominal (actual) airfares have increased

since 2019, they have not risen as much as

inflation or jet fuel prices, making airfares cheaper in ‘real
terms' (adjusted for inflation) —An airline expert
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IndiGo takes Mahindra to
court over use of ‘6e’ name

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: IndiGo hasfiled
a trademark infringement
sult against Mahindra Elec-
tric Automobile, objecting
to the latter naming its up-
coming EV as BE 6e as “6E”
1s the airline’s flight code.
Mahindra launched the
electric car on Nov 26, with
company officials insisting
then there is no copyright
infringement with use of 6e.

Indigo went to the court
withindays. Titled Interglo-
be Aviation (IndiGo parent)
vs Mahindra Electric
Automobile, the case was
on Tuesday listed to be he-
ard in the court of Justice
Amit Bansal.

However, the judge recu-
sed himself from hearing the
matter. The next hearing is
scheduled for Dec 9. Appea-
ring for IndiGo, senior advo-
cate Sandeep Sethi informed
the court that Mahindra had
initiated discussions with the

airline to address the 1ssue.

In a statement, IndiGo sa-
id: “6E mark is an integral
part of IndiGo’s identity for
thepast18 yearsandisaregis-
tered trademark that holds
strong global recognition.
The 6E mark, whether stan-
dalone or in its variants and
formative forms, isextensive-
ly used by IndiGo for its offe-
rings and for goods and servi-
ces provided in collaboration
with trusted partners.”

The airline further said,
“Any unauthorised use of
the ‘6E’ mark, whether stan-
daloneor in any form, consti-
tutes an infringement of In-
diGo’srights, reputation and
goodwill. IndiGo 1s commit-
ted to taking all necessary
and appropriate steps to safe-
guard its intellectual proper-
tv and brand identity.”

Mahindra said it revea-
led EV SUVs — the BE 6e
and XEV 9e — late last
month. “Mahindra has app-
lied for trade mark registra-

tion under class 12 (vehi-
cles) for ‘BE 6e’ a part of its
electric origin SUV portfo-
lio. We hence don’t see a
conflict as Mahindra’s
mark is ‘BE 6e,” not the stan-
dalone ‘6E." It differs funda-
mentally from IndiGo’s ‘6E,’
which represents an airli-
ne, eliminating any risk of
confusion...” The distinct
styling further emphasises
their uniqueness. We have
takenon boardtheconcerns
that InterGlobe Aviation Li-
mited have to infringement
of their goodwill, which
was not our intention. We
are engaged in discussions
with them to find an ami-
cable solution.”

This 1s the second time
IndiGo is locked in a legal
battle with some other com-
pany using a name associa-
ted with it. In 2015, the airli-
ne had a trademark dispute
with Tata Motors which
then used to sell its sedan
under the name IndiGo.
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HAVE AIRFARES BEEN PUSHED SKY HIGH?
‘REAL PRICES 1 OWhR DESPITE RISING CO@TS‘

Airfares have been high recently
due to increased festive season and
year-end travel. But a global study
comparing airfares up to Aug 2024
with fares in 2015 and 2019, along
with jet fuel costs, and general
inflation shows that air ticket prices
have risen slower than jet fuel prices
or overall inflation. Also, airfines have §
absorbed some of the rising costs
rather than fully passing them on to
customers. Manju V reports

AIRFARE TRENDS

Global Pre-2020 decline & pandemic
impact | Airfares continuously
declined until the pandemic
when prices fell sharply. Post-

pandemic recovery led to significant

price increases

Nominal vs real terms (2015-2024) | Nomi-
nal airfares: 3% lower in Aug 2024 com-
pared to Aug 2015. Real airfares: 37%
|ower due to high inflation offset. Real jet
fuel prices: Rose by 2%, surpassing con-
sumer inflation

'] 1]
:uﬂ"'" U
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Comparison with Inflation |
Airfares increased at a slower
rate than both consumer
price index (CPI) and jet fuel
prices

Note: Real airfare gains

s, ATE INCrease

in nominal
dirfares (fares
not adjusted for

India Numial airfare changes:
2015t0 2024 2019to 2024

$12% *13%

Real airfare changes:
2015t0 2024 2019 to 2024

*43% $15%

Projection throug
2025:

@ Domestic and
international
airfares expected
to remain high

@ Jet fuel prices
projected to rise
again

inflation or other
factors) minus the rate
of consumer price
inflation

While nominal (actual) airfares have increased
since 2019, they have not risen as much as

inflation or jet fuel prices, making airfares cheaper in ‘real
terms' (adjusted for inflation) —An airfine expert
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Direct daily
flights to
Penang

Tinves News NETwWoRK

Chennai: Tourists and busi-
nessmen planning a visit to
Penang can now bypass Kuala
Lumpur as IndiGo Airlines is
launching a direct daily Qlight
to the Malaysian state from
Chennai. The maiden flight
will take ofT on Dec 26,

An Airbus 320 with a 186-
passenger capacity will de-
part at 2.15am from Chennai
and land in Penang at 8.30am
(Penang local time). The re-
turn flight will depart at
9.30am (Penang local time)
and land in Chennai at
10.35am. A sum of 210,000 has
been fixed as a one-way pro-
motional fare,

Ashwin Gunasekaran,
CEQ of Penang Convention
and  Exhibition Bureau
{PCEB), said PCEB was parti-
cular about launching a flight
service toChennai, evenasin-
diGo offered different routes,
He said flvers could get a visa
on arrival. The visits are visa-
free till Dec 31, which might be
extended.

IndiGo senior manager
Srinivasan said that the airli-
ne hd linked the Penang flight
with other flights operating
from the Middle East, Delhi
and Kolkata. “Flyers from
other cities can book flights to
Penang as a connecting flight
from Chennai,” Srinivasan
added.
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HAVE AIRFARES BEEN PUSHED SKY-HIGH?
‘REAL PRICES L WFR DESPITE RISING COQT’%’

Airfares have been high recently due
to the festive season and year-end
travel. But a global study comparing
airfares up to Aug 2024 with fares

in 2015 and 2019, along with jet fuel
costs and general inflation, shows
that air ticket prices have risen
slower than jet fuel prices or overall
inflation. Also, airlines have absorbed |
some of the rising costs rather than
fully passing them on to customers.
Manju V reports

AIRFARE TRENDS

Global Pre-2020 decline & pandemic
impact | Airfares continuously
declined until the pandemic
when prices fell sharply. Post-

pandemic recovery led to significant

price increases

Nominal vs real terms (2015-2024) | : . S— 5 .

Nominal airfares: 3% lower in Aug 2024 Cnmlsnn with Inflation India Nominal airfare changes: Projection

compared to Aug 2015, Real airfares: 379 Airfares increased at a 2015t0 2024 2019 to 2024 | through 2025:

lower due to high inflation offset. Real jet slower rate than both con- ‘ 1 20/- f13cy @ Domestic and
sumer price index (CPI) and ' 0 O | international

fuel prices: Rose by 2%, surpassing con-
sumer inflation

jet fuel prices airfares expected

Woke: Real airfars Real airfare changes: to remain hi.gh
. AESEN,  gains are 2015t0 2024  2019to 2024 | @ et fuel prices

Increase in 0/ projected to rise
naminal air- " ‘;:I,J fD ‘ :I__j 70 | again
fares (fares
not adjusted | = - ¥ s
fos inftation or other While nominal {(actual) airfares have increased
factors) minus the rate since 2019, they have not risen as much as

of consumeraice | infiation or jet fuel prices, making airfares cheaper in ‘real
| terms’ (adjusted for inflation) —An airfine expert

Source: |ATA
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