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IGI Airport: a hotspot for
touts to fleece tourists,
headache for Delhi Police

Arnabjit Sur
NEW DELHI

On September 16, Matthias
van Stee, a Dutch national,
landed at the Indira Gand-
hi International (IGI) Air-
port here on a trip to the
national capital and parts
of Rajasthan.

However, his travel was
cut short when a tout he
met outside the airport led
him to several travel agen-
cies and hotels that duped
him of over 320,000, forc-
ing him to leave for home a
few days later.

According to a mail he
wrote to Delhi Police be-
fore flying back, Mr. Van
Stee was approached by a
person at the airport’s pre-
paid taxi booth. The man
offered him a ride to a hos-
tel for just ¥200. Over the
next few hours, he was of-
fered low-cost hotel rooms
and cheap travel fares,
which Mr. Van Stee accept-
ed, only to realise later that
he had been duped.

On October 5, he sent
another email to the Delhi
Police Commissioner, ask-
ing that the money he lost
be returned and that strict
action be taken against the
accused. An officer said
they were trying to get in
touch with him for more
details about the case.

Modus operandi

MTr. Van Stee is among the
hundreds of people who
have been conned at the
IGI Airport by touts this

year.

According to the police,
the touts lure their victims
on the pretext of cheap cab
rides and hotel rooms in
connivance with pre-paid
taxi drivers and hoteliers,
all of whom share the mo-
ney fleeced from the
victim.

Touting cases
atIGl Airport
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Explaining the modus
operandi, a senior officer
said: “Once passengers
start walking out of the ter-
minal, the touts target
them, claiming to repre-
sent pre-paid taxi services
with offers to take them to
their destination for a
cheap fare. During the
ride, the accused mislead
their victims by claiming to
know cheaper hotels and
tour operators offering bet-
ter packages. The tourist is
often lured by the offer and
ends up being cheated.”

‘Lack of paper trail’
“Due to the lack of a paper
trail, it is difficult to trace
all the persons who are
part of the network. But a
lot of hotels in Paharganj
and nearby areas are in-
volved,” a senior officer
said.

While foreign tourists
are more gullible, around
80% of victims are domes-
tic travellers as most fo-
reign tourists now pre-
book their hotels and taxi
services online from trust-
ed travel companies, the
officer added.

Another policeman said
most foreign tourists who
are duped send emails de-
tailing their ordeal, not

wanting to go through the
legal process of filing a
complaint in India.

Nab touts ‘red-handed’
Of all such cheating cases
involving touts in the city’s
18 districts till October 15,
most of the cases — 120 —
were reported from the air-
port. The accused in such
cases are booked under
the Delhi Prevention of
Touting and Malpractices
against Tourists Act, 2010,
which attracts a maximum
punishment of one-year
imprisonment or a fine of
up to0 210,000 or both.

To catch the suspects
red-handed,  policemen
masquerading as tourists
are deployed at the
airport.

So far, the police have
identified eight touts as
habitual offenders. “We
may write to the Delhi
Transport Department re-
questing them to cancel
the registration of cars of
these touts. It is a bailable
offence and the accused re-
turn to this racket after get-
ting bail,” said another
officer.

An official at Delhi Inter-
national Airport Limited
said CCTV cameras are
fixed at the arrival gates to
catch these touts in action
on video. “Whenever we
notice such activities, we
inform the police.”

DCP (IGI Airport) Ravi
Kumar Singh said efforts
were under way to restrict
touts from entering airport
premises and verify the
credentials of pre-paid taxi
drivers.

“We inform passengers
not to fall for cheap offers
made by such fraudsters
and train our officers to
identify and prosecute any
person indulging in any il-
legal activity,” he added.
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‘Hisar int’l
airport’s
runway to be
functional
soon’

 OUR CORRESPONDENT

CHANDIGARH: The con
struction of the runway at

Hisar International Airport is
almost complete and a large
aircraft will soon be landed on
the runway for tral.
o

government is work
ing on a special plan to make

r the biggest manufac-
turing cluster of Haryana.

He said that with the con-
struction of Maharaja Agrasen
International Airport

new avenues for development
will emerge, and both the city's
residents and the state will
benefit enormously from this
airport.

sala said
f Hisa

t C
that the rumway wor
sirpotwillbe completed by
March 2023, He said that on

trial run of a
hxgammh willbe taken on the
runway of the airport.

[¢

e aircraf to Hisar along with
officers of the aviation depart
ment and concerned depart-

‘ments to inspect the runs

Along with this, technical
aspects will be discussed in
detail in the direction of start

to time 1 ensure ths
works are comy
stipulated time frame.
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Kochi’s luxe business jet
terminal is ready for ops

AnanthaNarayanan.K
@timesgroup.com

in a chartered or busi-

ness jet will get a lot
more luxurious from this
month after Kerala chief min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan
launches Kochi airport’s
dedicated Business Jet Termi-
nal - the largest of its kind in
the country -on December 10.
The terminal will be opera-
tional before the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) auction in
Kochi on December 23.

The luxe experience will
begin the moment you drive
up to the new terminal. “The
main highlight of the termi-
nal is that it ensures the
shortest distance from car to
aircraft,” Cochin Interna-
tional Airport Limited (CIAL)
managing director S Suhas
told TOL “The distance from
car porch to airside is less
than 100m, and a passenger
can cover it in two minutes
after completing all security
and immigration formalities.
There will be chauffeur-driv-
en luxury cars for the move-
ment of passengers to and
from the aircraft.”

The new terminal, which
will cater to both domestic
and international private
jets, resembles a seven-star
hotel lobby with five spacious
and opulent lounges offering
plush seating, private dining
areas, meeting rooms, etc. It
is also the first private jet
terminal in India to offer safe
houses in 10,000 sqft, with
dedicated entry points from
the airside for security-priv-
ileged passengers. Delhi,
Mumbaiand Ahmedabad are
the only other Indian air-
ports with dedicated private
jet terminals.

Flying to and from Kochi

Ready For The Good Times
CIAL built the 40,000 sq-ft
business jet terminal in just
10 months at a cost of Rs 30
crore. It occupies the depar-
ture portion of the 1 lakh
sq-ft old domestic terminal
T-2, that had not been used
since domestic operations
were shifted to the new Ter-
minal 1 in 2019.

The launch of the busi-
ness jet terminal is well-

FLYING IN STYLE: Kochi's Business Jet Terminal will be the largest of its
kind in India and will feature lounges, private dining and meeting areas

timed as Kerala’s aviation
sector has registered 74.9%
growth in 2021-22, compared
with 2020-21. CIAL has al-
ready overcome the econom-
icimpact of the pandemic by
logging a profit of Rs 37.7
crore in FY 2021-22. Its air

INDIA'S MOST
LUXURIOUS

TERMINAL

» Kochi airport is the
world's first fully solar-
powered airport and India’s
fourth busiest airport in the
international sector. Its ded-
icated business jet terminal
will offer 7-star luxury

» It has five spacious and
opulent lounges - Ginger,
Cardamom, Tamarind, Cin-
namon and Pepper - with
concierge services

» Each lounge has plush
seating, private dining
areas, meeting rooms, video
conference facilities, shower
rooms, prayer hall, etc

» On the functional side, the
terminal offers queue-less
CIQ (customs, immigration,
quarantine), easy access to
the jets, parking for private
jets and cars, etc

» There's a dedicated
duty-free shop and a foreign
exchange counter inside

the terminal. A bar will be
launched soon

» The car porch is less

than 100m from the airside.
Luxury cars will be available
to ferry passengers to and
from the aircraft

traffic is at 85% of pre-pan-
demic levels, and with re-
ports saying Kochi could be
the venue of the 2023 G20
summit and other major
events, business jet opera-
tions to the city are likely to
grow tremendously.

Suhas said the business
jet terminal will be a gate-
way for promoting ‘brand
Kerala’, especially when Ko-
chi has become a hot venue
for international events and
conferences.

First Charter Gateway
The Kochi business jet ter-
minal will be India’s first
‘charter gateway’. Explain-
ing the concept, Suhas said
a charter gateway terminal
serves as a platform to inte-
grate business jet services,
tourism, business confer-
ences and the movement of
high-net-worth individuals.
“It’'s a concept that will revo-
lutionise the chartered flight
sector in India.” CIAL has
kept its terminal tariffs, in-
cluding aircraft landing and
parking charges, low to
make chartered flying more
affordable and tap the poten-
tial in the private jet sector.
“Per AAI statistics, Kera-
la, with its four airports,
served more passengers than
Mumbai in 2021-22. There is a
huge potential for private jets
~be it for tourism, destination
weddings, business meets and
conferences. Within a year
CIAL witnessed operations of
over 1,000 business jets. It will
increase in the coming years
and we wish to be ready for
meeting their requirements,”
Suhas said.
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Hisar airport
tobeready
byMarch

CHANDIGARM, DECEMBER 3
The construction of the run-
way at Hisar airport is almost
complete. A big aireraft will
soon be landing on the run-
way for trial. This information
was given by Deputy Chief
Minister (CM) Dushyant
Chautala today. He said with
the construction of Maharaja
Agrasen International Airport
in’ Hisar, new avenues for
development would open.

‘He added that the runway
work of the Hisar airport
would be completed by
March 2023. He said on
December 12, atrial run of a
big aircraft would be held
on the airport’s runway.

Dushyant said he would
come in an l8-seater
Dornier aircraft at Hisar
with officials to inspect the
runway. —TNS
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Air India resumes B'luru-San Francisco direct flights

BENGALURU, DHNS: Air India
on Friday resumed the oper-
ation of its non-stop flightsbe-
tween Bengaluru and San
Francisco.

Theflightwill operatethrice
aweek on Friday, Sunday, and
Wednesday with the Boeing
777-200LR aircraft.

The first flight AT 175 left

Bengaluru on Friday and the
first return flight AI 176 left
San Francisco at 9 pm(LT) on
Friday.

The distance between Ben-
galuru and San Francisco is
approximately 13,993 kmand
the cities are at diametrically
oppositeendsoftheworldwith
atime zone change of approx-

imately 13-and-a-halfhours.

The total flight time on
this route will be more than
17 hours depending on the
wind speed on that particular
day.

With the resumption of the
flight, Air India’s India-US fre-
quency has goneup to 37 non-
stop flights per week.
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SpicedJet flight
makes emergency
landing at Kochi

KOCHI, PTI: A SpiceJet flight
from Jeddah bound for
Kozhikode with 197 pas-
sengers, including six crew,
onboard had an emergency
landing at the Cochin Inter-
national Airport Limited on
Friday evening following
hydraulic failure, an airport
spokesperson said here.

An emergency was de-
clared in the airport at 6.29
pm after the SpiceJet-SG
036 flight, which was sched-
uled to land at Kozhikode
airport, was diverted to Ko-
chi, he said.
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INDIA PLACED HIGHER THAN MANY OECD COUNTRIES

UN Aviation Body

Upgrades India’s
Air Safety Score

ICAO'S move to
make overseas
expansion easier
for Indian airlines

Arindam.Majumder
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The United Na-
tions' aviation watchdog, In-
ternational Civil Aviation Or-
ganization (ICAO), has upgra-
ded India’s score in aviation
safety, a development which
will make overseas expansion
easier for Indian airlines as
they will be able to get permis-
sions and forge commercial
arrangements more swiftly.

Following an audit by the
watchdog last month, India’s
effective implementation sco-
re now stands at 85.49% com-
pared to 72.93 after the 2018 au-
dit, placing India higher than
many OECD countriessuchas
China, Israel, Turkey, Poland
and Denmark.

The audit, Universal Safety
Oversight Audit Programme,
seeks to identify whether co-
untries have effectively and

practices inaviation safety.

Theaudit wasconducted inthe
areas of legislation, organisa-
tion, personnel licensing, opera-
tions, airworthiness and aerod-
romes. As part of the audit, low-
cost airlines like SpiceJet, and
Delhi Airport, were audited by
the ICAO team to check on-gro-
und implementation.

“Indiahasdoneextremely well
in all respects which has resul-
ted in substantial improvement
of our scores, putting us in the
company of nations with best
safety standards and oversight
systems,” Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) head
Arun Kumar told ET. “DGCA is
ateamof highly committed offi-
cials, who work tirelessly to im-
prove aviation safety. Happy to
note that it is acknowledged.
The challenge is to maintain the
newfound status.”

FORFULLREPORT,GOTO
www.economictimes.com

y
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Air India first batch of
cabin crew graduates

AirIndia on Friday announced that fts
‘maiden batch of cabin crew trainees and
significant batch of new pilots since
privatisation have graduated. The batch
of 215 cabin crew and 48 pilos, all
Indian nationals, eceived their wings
following extensive taining, and are
now cleared to operate as fully-qualified
crew.
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Civil aviation ministry notifies
guidelines for drone PLI scheme

PTI/ New Do

‘The civil aviation ministry has notified
the operational guidelines for the Pro-
duction Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme
for drones and drone components
The government has approved the PLT
scheme with an outlay of Rs 12
schemels{obe implementeddur
ing the 2022:23 t0 202425
i a communication dated Noverber
29, the ministry said the guidelines have
been finalised after consultations with
stakeholders, including industry repre-

sentatives,
The PLI will be extended only to com
s the

-,

turnover requirement will be Rs 4 crore
for claiming the PLIS. The minimum lev-
el will be Rs 1 crore in the case of non
MSME drone component makers, as per
the ministry

Subject to the norms, developers of
software for drones and drone compo-

1

nents will.

The total PLI

per fz
capped at Rs 30 crore which s
of the total financial outl

an MSMES and startups manufac-
g domen ot B «mum sales

subsequent year or some other reason)
will beadjusted in the incentives payable
fa et yeurs

0 incentives payable in
5 et yeari) e e e S 0

turnover of
the scheme. In the case of dron
et makers, the eligibility throshold
will be Rs 05 crore.

For Indian non MSMES that are into
making drones, the annual sales

culated at 3 years SBI MCLR prevailing

on the date of disbursement, compound:

ed annually, for the number of days of
‘excess incentive,”

istry said.
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IndiGo digitises pilot logs, will
help flag pilot fatigue issue

Satish Nandgaonkar

Pt ettt o

rules, and timely issuance
of pilat licences and rencwals
by removing duplication of

geouincly. “Any programme
can be mani " e said.
SiadiGa clahms th I logs

Low-cost carrier 1ndiGo has  manual processes. everything clectronically. All
becor s g

¥ 8 concerns  we have scen several cases of
book for fas pilots. which will  pilot safety and the problemof  fudging of data. Idcally. they
provide a direct flight data  pilot fatig should give pilots electronic
transfer from IndiGo systens to m»u have repeatedly com-  swipe cards for an ekectronic

regulator DGCA's digital gov-
ermance initiative, eGCA. This
will bring in transparency in
operational logs and improve

plained of airlines xlrﬂrhu‘
their duty hours across time
zomes, ignoring the fatigue fac-
tor which can endanger pilot

rrier. which operates
aver b of il dupmesic

They have accused airlines of
covering up safcty information

s, |
Intiative from December L “We
are partoser with DGCA
in this kap towards digalisa-
thon in Indian aviation.” sald
Captain Ashim Mitra, Senior
Vice-President. Flight Opera-
tions. IndiGo.

The sutomated process will
ensure that the flying hours
entered in the ¢GCA -

duty hours. and also accused
the regulator of being lenient
towards airlines violating the
mandated regime of Flight Duty
Time Limitations.

Capt Mohan Ranganathan,
Chenaal-based aviation safety
commltan. ok HT hat m:'dl
tal o
move. Asked I 1t would help
bring up the lssue of pilot

to interact with three directo-
rates in DGCA. all of whoen vert-

there was 0o common plat-
form linking the three. so pilces
had to approach all wparately
‘with the same set of documents.
Similarly, for issuing an Air

the same set of documents. Al

will abso offer real-time avalla-
billty of fying hours data for
pilots in comptiance with air-

g and com-
el the authoritics toaddress it
pro-

inscgrated Int a single digital
ndow, nd
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Civil aviation min notifies guidelines for drone PLI scheme

Press Trust of india

teetmacr e s

NEW DELHI: The civil aviation

aninistry has otified the opera-

tonal e for the Produc-

tion Linked Incentive (PLI)

scheme for dropes and drone

‘companents. The government

has approved the PLI scheme
ith ]

2024-25 perk
Jos u-nm\mmnwn dated
ery sasd
the A’lmk‘llnu Inn hn final-
sed after consuitations with
stakehokders, inchuding indus-
Fepresentatives.

The PLIwill be extended anly
to companies engaged in the
manufacturing of drones and
drone tnd:

the scheme is to be imple-
mented during the 2002-23 to

The tatal PLI per manufac-
turer Is capped at €30 crore

which 18 25% of the total fisan-
clal outlay of 8120 crore.

ian MSMES and scartup
manufacturing drones and hav
g annual sales tumaver
crore will be eligible for ne
scheme. In the case of drone
companent makers. the eligibe

Ing the PLIS. The minimum
Jevel will be 21 crore in the case:

Incentives payabie in the next
year(s). I there are 80 inoen-

ministry willappeaise the appir
ttee chaired by

o pay ¥ he civil

makers, as per the ministry the applicant has 1o return the  conséder the applications as rec
Sabject to the norms. incentive along with interest  ommendod by the PMA,

calculated at Syears SBIMCLR  Further, an_Empowered

grevalling on the date of is- - Groupal Screarie. haired by

y crore.

For lndian non-MSMEs that
are into making drones, the
anaual sales tumaver require:
mentwill be 84 crore foe chim

B paid to any
applicant {due 1o any reason
Tike sales return in the subse-
quent year or some other rea
son) will be adjusted in the

compesinded annu-
ally, for the number of days of
hoiding the excess Incentive.”
the ministry said

The Project Management
Agency (PMA) appointed by the

the Cabinet Secrvtary, wil

Hor the scheme and ukrnunr
priate actiem (o ensure that the
expenditure is within the pre
scribed outhay as approved by
the Unioa Cabinet
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ALOT IS RIDING ON THIS MERGER STRATEGY, NOT JUST TATA GROUP BUT FOR INDIAN AVIATION

The Neu Air India Flight Path

Vistara'sshort — ~ — Network integration:
legacy may help - .
gi\clle wingskm(.;\lir FLEETSIZE " Full service pUSh,
India to rekindle ) 1 . .
e 25| 91 synergies with SIA key
ACCORDINGTO the plan, the AirIndiawill focus mainly on

MIHIRMISHRA G 280+ India i i
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 3

INDIGO full i der the Air ites, where the d
R PREPARATION SrmaLier Mnoues
toyearsof 1932 and 1947, when VISTARATIMELINE rierby merging AirindiaExpress  say Delhi-Mumbai for instance.
Tata Aifines and Malayan Airways Che T and AirAsia India. “There is clarity: Not all
each respectivelyenteredtheavi- roves V calied Tata “The low-cost carrier under  flights routes in India require
ation space. their journeys have At AirIndia will have anewbrand  premiumclass flightsand those

converged, leading tothe forma-
tionof Vistara,”the cover pagear-

August 2014: Vistara

name,” saidanofficial sourcein  routes will be left for the Al
the know. Express and AirAsia India com-

tideof ; PASSENGER MARKET SHARE } jThe Group hasalready ap- - bine.Onthe ther outes, Air
azine published in January 2015 3 pl ndia il e premium dass
mpipnees o o Mmgige’ | v oy adspesyiedd
woflaps —one! ata's g india under one Air Operator's  not want tobeident

imaze and the other had 2 VISTARN'SFIRST FLIGHT VISTARAMERGER ANNOUNCED INNOV Pemicor A AR naEspres  Onth ntemationl routes,
Singapore Airlines’ cabin crew December2014: AOP will be keptand the new  AirIndiais likely to work n tan-
member on it,which opened to 6.2mn 114 mn DGCAissuesAir low- mslsuhsmmymlmeopen dem with SIA, which would
the picture of a gleaming new TOTAL TOTAL Operator Permit atedunder
Vistara aircraft. PASSENGERS ~ PASSENGERS fare  tothe

In 2015, Vistara was not just CARRIEDINJAN  CARRIEDINOCT Vistara startsoperations market with 80 per centof pas-  Europeand Americas. SIA, onits
seenas an airlineventurefor the B & —first Hightwasfrom sengers flying low-cost carriers  part, will continue to operate
TataGroup! ltwas an attemptby @ B it A withmarket leaderIndiGoalone  andfurther strengthen lightsto
thediversifiedTata Group tocre- 8§ 2 ® | ferrying56.7 percentofthe total  the east of India that includes
ate a product, in partnership - s 3 = @ February 2020: First market, a ingtoOctober  Australia, Japanand the west
with Singapore Inerational 5 & 3 datareleased coast of the US, Together, these
Airl = General of Civil Aviation . two airlines will provide an al-
legacy of | R D Tata. Vistara, the é T é R ] B T8 November 2022: Tata Tl atinltorilier: {eratve ot opiey-

name that came froma Sanskrit §2E5 £ 8 § 2 2 2E IE s 3 &SIAannounce merger ate domestic flights on routes  ingoutofIndia but also flying to
Vo Visaa mearing s =<3 % s % 5 =2 & 8 & isarawithAirindia  that do not require full-service  the westfrom the east of India-
expanse, was living up to its flight
name and rapidly expanding il = short-haul intenational outes,  native to carriers from the
the Tata Group won the bid to NEW AIRINDIA NEWAIR IND which are currently connected 1,about80 percentof
pick the Indian government’s X o by A India Express that oper-  their total passengers out of
100% stakein AirIndia last year. mTaa « with, TATA SIA: SIA: ates profitable flights to the Gulf  India fly to Europe and the
‘The promoters had putin about stake inJan 2022 from W Merger of AirIndia SONs: 49% & 251% Asia. i airports.
Rs9400crorein Vistaratilldate. mment Express/Airasialndia 51% =3 TATASONS:
The ter more i 7 749%
India, Air

inits second disinvestmentat-  AirAsiaIndia&Vistara st
tempt, was successully ableto g MM oA Id
sell the state-owned aidlineto  pngix AiraciaIndiatomerge 2024

the Tata Group, which paid R
o incl

crore as cash payment, to the
‘government. The aifine wasfor-
mally transferred tothegroupin
Januarylhns ear.

aifines shrinkingto two-Airndia
and Vistara as Air India and Air

menton every mjordecsion

ofthe Ta

in-

IndiaExpressand AirAsialndiaas
T B

u |s learnt that the current
DC:

To put things in perspective,

to30per centand considerably - isara s about 4700 emply-

thisacqui- CEO! twocul-
St s dasahome-  chalk il share, Asimiar sentiment was Bl deimiie ornisonsis
comingof. d Airindiawas et q echoed by Vistara CEO Vinod  fraught with hurdles ju

then chosenas the memberthat  integration. Indnaanda(pe{lsvmara'swurk Kannan in his email to ts em- earlier Air India-Indian A
willcary forward the [RD legay 110 forceto seta benchmarkand ployees. A senlorexecutive in. -merger. Only time will i
— IRD was the founder of Tata e

Airlines that was later renamed
Airlndiaand he flew thefirst Tata

During the due diligence
process of AL it became clear to

skills, people,

processes that have driven

the know, explained that the
‘merger of AirIndiaand Vistara

whether thisstrategycould bring

systems and back glory days for A India, but

Ailines flight between Karachi  the peopleatthe Tata Group that  Vistara's success will comple- a year's time, when the shortkgacycoudhelpgvevings
i t ys off peapl retire- for notjustits
October 1932. it it Altransi ments | and  Voluntary revial,butalsoforrekindingthe
was clearthat poses. Tt far too many Retirement lory.
amerger with airportsand  new Air Airindi Going ahead, the aviation n- j »-_-1 ~
Airlndia was seenas aforegone  in departments for coordination  tain the size, reach and quality  wastosee5,0000ftheover9000  dustry in India and across the 2 2
conclusior puposes.Alotofprocesses with  befittingofa worldclass aiine - permanentemployees goby2027  globe would keenly track the TATA ONS
With 30an- proudly India flight path of the Air India and (
nouncement of SIA getting251  computerised,thus,requiringalot  around the globe” Wilson was with alotrid- S‘NG”ORENRUNES
percentinAlrindia thecombined  of people. To be fair to AirIndia, ~ quoted tissued by optfor VRS, “Barring pilot
groupwill embarkonajourney  theairline company did require  Air India on Thursday. and engineeringstaff, theairline  not just the Tata Group, but for
e Al Aoy toriaon e sme: | VAl is ket pn rsaidanexec-  Indi Vistara'sfirstin-flight magazine published in January 2015.
. Sun, 04 December 2022
\\\ThelndmnEXPREss https://epaper . indianexpress.con/c/71041506 @
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India jumps to 48th place in ICAO
aviation safety ranking: DGCA officials

PTIM NEW DELHI

i hasjumped tohe dsth
position in he global ava:

ing to DGCA officials.

Four years ago, the coun-
try was ranked at the 102nd
position. In the ranking,
Singapore isat the top, followed

-_=

they added. Under its Universal

Coordinated Validation
Mission (ICVM) was under-
taken from November 9 o 16.
On Saturday, DGCA chief
Arun Kumar told PTI that the
regulator has worked tireless-

there. "Hopefully, we continue

to remain vigilant and improve
further”.

The country's score in

terms of effective implementa-

ty elements has

.49 per cent, the

bytheUsBudSouti Komtst Safety Oversight Audit

the second and third Programme ISOAP)  tion ofkey
tively, heoffcials € Monitoring

-l Chinaisat the 49th place, Appmmh an ICAG officials said
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Al-Vistaramerger: Challenges ahead

Aviation experts say the merger indicates the sector is heading towards a duopoly

ARSHAD KHAN New s

HE merger of Vistara
with Alr India marks the
Reginning of consolida.

ion ph: he Indian
aviation sector where
nearly half a dozen n

market which is price sensi-
tive and excessively

According to someaviation ex-
perts, the merger indicates
that the sector 1 heading to
wards a duopoly and is very
Fosttis e tho vl sovs

“Indigo and consolidated

AVIATION SPACE LEADERS

IndiGo Flest Size:
280+ aircraft

e st s
218 airr:

Indigo Market Share:
567%

A India Group Market Share:
rox)

26% (Appr

Jubilant that themerger would
Tift the country’s aviation
sector.

ey

'ﬁ\A

‘Merger doesn’t appear
tobeagreatstory’
MarkMartin, CE of Martin
Consulting, said the sole

than 80% of the market share
indicating that Indian aviation
jards a duopoly”

dynamics in India are
moving towards a two-pillar
system around the Air India

ternational market they are
expectedtogrow from37.8% in
the second

2E

this, brand Vistara will cease
o exist.
However, not every expert is

Merger Was to Save Image’

‘Mark Martin, CEO of Martin
Consulting, said that the sole
intention of this exercise I to

intention of the merger i to hide
betmorelicyem
‘merger does not apy

bl sl v g

“The merger doesnot appear to
be a great story and 1 don't
think it would lead to creation
of a very strong player, This

strong player. This was a
desperate move by SIA to save its
tated Martin

1 andT:

SIA
S 1 vepuiation " sated
Ma

Vistara, a 49:51 JV airline
betweenSIA and Tata, has nev-

around Air India would be a
different challenge altogether.

“Unlike other businesses,
successof

er made profits since startiny
operations in January 2015,
Notonly Vistara, Tata Group's
other joint venture (JV)airline
(now fully owned
by the Tatas and now merged
with Air India) has ever re-

=

So, what business sense

does it make to

into Alr India which & already

battered and bruised?” ques-

tioned Martin. Whille the Tata
roup isknown o turn around

big businesses such as Tata

of
ent on many external factors
such as jet fuel prices and for-
exchange rate. Both the
Eactors at present are very hos-
ines...I don't expect
the Tatas to become a force (o
reckon with (like IndiGo) any-
soon,” sald a senior ana-
Iystof aratingagency request-
ing anonymity
‘Martin also raised concern
that Air India is now an em-
ployee heavy group and soon
ere can be lay-offs, “Excepts
for pilots and limited cabin

crew members, it does ot
make (o have two or say
Three persons fox & simiior

role...S0 a lay-off cannot be
ruled out,” he said.

IndiGo to RemainStrong

Anil Rof Geojitsaid that given
its 280-aircraft fleet and strong
network, they believe Indigo
will maintain its market lea

of competition will undoubt-
increase due to rapid ex-
‘pansion plans of the industry,
ting the position of Ind-

0. However, we don't expect a

strength now stands at 218 air-
cralt as against IndiGo's 280
plusaireraft

‘Anil added that small pla
ers can have a challenging pe-
riod f there isa pricing war in
the industry. Cash starved

get carriers - SpiceJet and.

rst - are going through a

challenging period and have
seenadecline in market share,
“Currently we donot seea pos-
sibility for price war due to am-
He growth opnorhinily and

igh ATF cost. In the medium
mlong fert sich an s will

nd on the strength of (

industry growth, moderation
In ATF cost and capex plans,”
said Anil
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Govtissues guidelines
for PLI scheme on drones

AGENCIES
EW DELHI, 3 DE

The Ministry of CivilAviation
has issued guidelinesforthe
implementation of the Pro
duction Linked Incentive
(PLI) scheme to support the
indigenous drone industry

These guidelines cover
aspects like the definitions,
qualification and eligibility
application andonline por

TomakeIndiaaglobal hub
for research and develop
pot e, manufactue

ing
under
BhesetAbTsyan el
Drone Rules, 2021 were

The goy has approved
Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme for Drones and
Drone in India

oriented regulatory frame-
work for drones.

Tofaciltate further growth,
thegovermmenthas approv
Production Linked Incen

tive(PLY) Schemefor Drones  ofthis scheme during 2022

and Drone Components in 2310 2 corpusof Rs

india 120 crore hasalso beenallo
For the implementation  cate
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Spicelet flight makes emergency landing

Kochi: A SpiceJet flight
from Jeddah (Saudi Arabia)
with 197 passengers, including
six crew members, onboard
made an emergency landing at
the Cochin International Air-
port on Friday evening follow-
ing hydraulic failure, an air-
port spokesperson said here.

The flight was bound for
Kozhikode.

An emergency was de-
clared at the airport at
6.29pm after the SpiceJet-SG
036 flight, which was sched-
uled to land at Kozhikode air-
port, was diverted to Kochi, he
said.

“Full emergency was de-
clared at Kochi airport at
18.29 hours,” the spokesperson
said.

“The flight landed safely
at 19.19 hours on the runway
after an emergency landing
situation,” headded.

el
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Guidelines for
drone PLI plan

New Delhi: The civil aviation
ministry has notified the oper-
ational guidelines for the Pro-
duction Linked Incentive (PLD
scheme for drones and drone
components. The government
has approved the PLI scheme
withan outlay of Rs 120 crore
and the scheme is to be imple-
mented during the 202223 to
2024-25 period.

Ina communication dated
November 29, the ministry
said the guidelines have been
finalised after consultations
with stakeholders, including

SCHEME RULES

for claiming the PLIs. The min-

imumlevel willbe Rs 1 crorein

the case of non-MSME drone

component makers, according
0

industry

The PLI will be extended
only to companies engaged in
the manufacturing of drones
and drone components in
India. The total PLI per man-
ufacturer is capped at Rs 30
crore which is 25 per cent of
the total financial outlay of Rs
120 crove.

Indian MSME and start-
ups manufacturing drones
and having annual sales turn-
over of Rs 2 crore will beeligi-
ble for the scheme. In the case
of drone component makers,
theeligibility threshold will be
Rs 05 crore.

For Indian non-MSMEs
that are into making drones,
the annual sales turnover re-
quirement will be Rs 4 crore

Subject to the norms,
developers of software for
drones and drone components
will also be eligible for PLL
ixcess incentive paid to
any applicant (due o any rea-
son like sales return in the
subsequent year or someother
reason) will be adjusted in the
incentives payable in the next
vear(s).

“If there are no incentives
payable in the next year(s),
the applicant has to return
the incentive along with inter-
est calculated at 3 years SBI
MCLR prevailing on the date
of disbursement, compounded
annually, for the number of
days of holding the excess in-
centive,”theministry said. rr1
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Spicelet
AGM on
Dec. 26

WNEW DELHI: SpiceJet will
hold its annual general
meeting on December
26 wherein the airline
will also seek share-
holders' approval for the
re-appointment of Ajay
Singh as a director. At
the meeting, the com-
pany will also seek the
nod of shareholders for
the adoption of audited
financial statements for
the financial year ended
March 31, 2022, according
to a regulatory filing on
Friday. rr1
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Indla gets best-ever aviation safety rank

had venindissaviationros: - 10AQ Elscorethat messures  cordsfindthelrairerahbelng
SRk W i . u.N lm mentsof aviationsafety.

b s
Quantum loap from 18 102nd  score of 899% in 5o whers  ton taken by DOCA iR
rank four years ago, reports India was at the 102nd spot,  past fe ars_reportedly

New dials a
safety oversight mect

The International Civil () Pakistan QWD) Bangla tors. The improved safety

A0) ranking will make it easier

2 e United Nation'saviatlon  better, Now India's EI score _for Indian carriers toexpand

is above that of their wings abroad.

hi GroupsAir Indiaand IndiGo . kiown fr ther high levels of

n- have massive expansion aviatio er, we

effective implementation (EI)  mark (55)and Poland (60, ol gl oot e B
of critical safety ThisisIndia’ with poor aviation safety re- munication from ICAO!
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Air India should focus on flying experience rather than bindis and buns

POLITICALLY INCORRECT

Adhering to a dress code is one thing, but mi
body dd

dis exceeding 0.5cms. Nail paint guidelines offer a
ch

after JRD Tata launched what was then known
asT: s

while its international market share is 12%. Ambi.
But

yaystofts problems ke receing halrlines and

joeof
in flight are specific to the last detail —no pearls.

L
balding pates and expanding midriffs is going to
enbiance thely igexperience I s demeaning and

SHOBHANDE bald p: undation/ ~ (what crime have poor pearls committed?), no tion and were greatly admired across the world
RISy TG, |G ool ok ek s e ha ey effciency and yes, courage,too
shade card for w unrea: There h Someof nw Iugs.
sonable, e f Thatgoes  and blazers as well — how, where and when they try dus e85 and 70w staried thei careers
t tylish aviate

th
dos and don'ts of appropriate
attire. Going through the in
structions made me wonder who came up with
this list. Not onl elines bi-
zarre, but many of them also seem painfull

o B s S R Ba T which

Nocrew cuts, y

Vet to g with dhort i g sk partin
Ladies, remener, iop ciols end low b
forbidden, and if you wear your hair
s 1o bo blow deied at all times. Babky pins to

2

mmugh e altport befoe boarding ther s
t! No sunglasses even while walking

 Maureen dari Khan,
Nina Pillai, to name just a few. But it was Colleen
Bhiladwala, as chief air who set th

“The laundr

former Air India girls

children which was removed only after a hard
fought battle? More changes are needed in the work

nvironment, and the management could do with
a crnsh ot SRRy o

onin a way that sounds pos

sspecia
thepracticaliioscf fying and eeding hundreds . Banishthe thought. Halr dyesofshades on the
of than worryi approved s d gentlemen
with pates — bald is beau:
itisan tiful, and

ashow of midriff beyond
. Asan

arduous, high-siress job and not

o I

re that
o grooming, tiqust hymmn etc o her.

Surely.
oo e 4 o S Bt e iy

Evenoff alectness, courteey and dndess on board, The
permited t board they how up n torn feans, o, ot e mmns Acintvelions) iy e eoimag i do st
lip flops, s beauty cor settle for
Andto \hlnk it was Al India that introduced 2 Thoughthe  better &
galaxy of "air hostesses” (as they were callo ir India i
176 7oars ago) o the re tine in 194, 14 yoars sl s  domestic Tarket share of around 8% 1y silas — chipped nail potbe daraned. ®
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Snags force
int’l Spicelet,
IndiGo flights

to divert

Saurabh.Sinha@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Two international
flights operated by Indian car-
riers had to divert to alternate
airportsdue tosnagson Friday.
Hydraulic failure forced a
Jeddah-Kozhikode SpiceJet
Boeing 737 MAX to make an
emergency landing at the Ko-
chiairport, and a Kannur-Do-
ha IndiGo Airbus A320 to di-
vert to Mumbai. The Directo-
rate General of Civil Aviation
isprobing both incidents.
Pilots operating the Spice-
Jet flight saw the anti-skid
light get illuminated after ta-
keoff at Jeddah. They carried
out the required checklist ac-
tionsand the aircraft continu-
ed further climb. Later, the
Jeddah ATC told the pilots
that tyre pieces were found on
the runway. A little later, the

DGCA ORDERS PROBE

hydraulic system low pressu-
re light also turned on. “Du-
ring further flight, a caution
light was illuminated. The pi-
lots then decided to divert to
Kochi where three low passes
were carried out to verify
whether the landing gear le-
ver was down and locked...
The aircraft landed safely,” a
SpiceJet spokesperson said.
TheIndiGoflight wasdiver-
ted as one of the three hydrau-
lic systems failed. The aircraft
isnow grounded at Mumbai for
checks and repair. An IndiGo
spokespersonsaid: “Theopera-
tingcrew noticeda technicalis-
sueanddiverted theaircraft for
necessary maintenance. The
passengers are being accom-
modated on an alternate air-
craftfortheironwardjourney.”
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