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As Tamil Nadu scraps plans for a greenfield airport in Parandur, the state risks falling a decade behind rival aviation hubs

Dia Rekhi

he stale with the second highesi
GEDP in tha country al over #4000 bil-
lion. An annual prowth rate topping
10%, A region where growth is dis-
tributed and not concentrated in one
gaography, Human Development
[ndex scores that recogndse it as the
second best performing state in India, with high
enrolment ratio and high life expectancy

Tamil Macdu cleariy haz a lot going for i

Bt it issorelvlacking one thing—it simply does ol
have an airport betitting its stature. Chennai’s
Movenambakkam adrport is its bigpest, but that falls
significantly behind global standards, Coimbators,
Madural, Thoothulsud] and Tirachivappalll arve oth-
er key alrports utnone has thestature or the capac-
v o serva the state's teeds 1 2026,

The new greenfield airport at Parandur near
Chiennaiwas supposed to bethe answer
to Bengaluru, Hyderabad and even
Bochi, aivports that have rodethe wave
of privatisation to beceme significant
rogional Reavwieirhts,

Bt that praject has now heen
serapped, o M o campaizgn promisa
madaby the Tamilaga Veirt Kazhagam
(TVE). In doing so, the state govern
ment may have plunged Tamil Nadu's
aviation future intoc nncertainty
Witheut a large-scale second alrport
exeeuted indouble-gquick tine, the stato
risks lesing vital tracde, cargo, and in-
vestment o regional rivals, whila
siranding {e= #9100 hillion economy be-
Tind ounldated infrastraciore and land-

| ALTERNATIVE |

A4l Is repartedly
studying proposals

for a secand alrport in
Manalur in Gumimldi-
poondi and Cheyyur,
but the sites are located
close to ISRO's launch
facilities in Srinarikota
and the atomic power
station in Kalpakkam
respectively.

Tamil Nadu

owners in 2022, without taking
back the compenzation paid to them.

There are jssues even with the alter
native airport sitos suggestod by the
pover nment,

The Airparts Authority of Tndia
(A AT s reporiedly siudying the leasi-
hility af huailding a second airport in

acguisition delavs, is India's Manalur in Gummidipoendi and
Chovvur, which are located close to
LODHK MAA, NO SECOND AIRPORT largest electronics g 1,uneh facititios in Sribarikota,
On January 20 last vear. TVE chief ¢ €Xporter, and and the atemie power statlon in
Joseph Vijav began his first political @ single iPhone Ealpaklam, respectively
antting aftor foemally lanmokhing hio i t "t wait W pee puart Hho goasorn ot conmearen
parcy in Ocrober 2024 by maeting villag- LEE mtrédw g for Farmers and water hodies. Bur every
ars profesting against the proposed ona EDI‘!FES vear of delav is a vear of lost invest-
ereenfield airport in Parandur. 1Te  FUNWay ment," says Ravichandran Puru-
miade it clear that he was notagainsta RAVICHANDR AN shothaman, prosident, Deantoss lndia,
new airport in Chonnai but was only and chairperson, Confederation of
opposingacguiringfortilefarmband for FUBUSHGTHAM'&N' Indian Industey (CLL, Southern Bepion.
{he project. This was ane of hismain  Chairperson, 'E_EI- “The frdusty does 1ot nead a debate on
electoral prommises. Southern Region aites, [t needsadecision withadeadling.”

“Lam not against the project. What [
am apposing is building an airport by destroving
farmland,” hesaid.

Caat to Anguist 24, Hek, Vijay as the new chiel minis-
ten Keeps his word., 1n his signature black trousers
and erisp white shirt, be addressed the assembly, o
fuliil the promise made wothe people,.. the stops tak-
en weestablish a newe atrport in Pavandur will baaban-
domed by thisgovernment,

What has fiollowed 12 a palltical slugfest. The ayg-
ments revelve around what the impact of this move
could be on Tamil Nadu's long-term indusirial
growthand its competitive standing with neighbour-
ing states, and penerdl Investor confidence
Ghiestions alsoarise on what o delay inchalking out
ddternative sives aod rostartiog the land aeguisition
mrocess could mean.

Tha Parandur project, estimated al around
TET A0 crore, was planned on over 5,000 acres, in-
cluding around 3.000 acros of agriculiural
lanel, It was expoected toeventu-
ally handleupto 00 million
passengers annually

ALTERMATIVE SITES

The need for a second air-
port is dizpuied by o one
as the currant airport in

Mernambakkam is burst-

impr At the seams. Burt was

serapping Parandur 4

eond 1dea? ]

“Tesabaddeclsion," savs (B
& senlor govarnment of-
ficial whodid not wish
henamed. “Parandurwas
selacred alter a greal deal
of deliberation —all the
coneerns aroind environ-
ment and displacement
were Innked into, They ara
halfwav throngh land acquisi-
Hon. Tamil Madu has enough experfence of this
kind of mess.”

He is referring to the land acquisition for the
1,600 MW Jayankondam integrated lignite min-
inp and pewer generation plant, After acqudring
3,280 hectares of land about 20 years back,
the state retur ned the land to tor ner =
Industries minister
S Keerthana defended
the decision to cancel the
Parandur project by saying
that much of the land is
agriculturally productive
and that the network of
water channels in the
FEEICIFI play an Impurtant
rale in protecting Chennal
from floods

CARGO GOING GOME

It hasz been a long wait. Purushothaman zays,
“Capital city airports are like ecomomic growth en-
gines for trade and a gateway for tourism. 1t's
Chennai's baud luck thet we missed g second airport
fortwo decades, Chennai handled 22 million passen-

Cargo beefs up the case for a second major airport. Chennai
handled over 4.2 lakh tonnes of cargo in CY2025, up 11%.

In international cargo, Chennai overtook Bengaluru to come
in third place in India in the first half nf FY2?2A

gers in Lo, Bengalurn handled 44 FT:TI] g Azzociation of Tndia, says Chennaiis al

milliom and Hydersabad 2omillion, Tamil
Madu will need anairportwith s capacity
of 80-100 million passenpers & yearn You
cannothuild that chalsonacreciy site”  chapma:
Cargo makes the case even strongern
cargo in CYAES, up 11 %. In international
cargo, Chennal overtook Bengaluru to
conme i thivd place TFYRG, That greawth is driven by
clectronies, autocomponentsand ecngineeringe exports,
"Tamil Nadu is India’s larpgest electronices export-
orand asingle iPhoene shipment can't wait on s con
-, gegled runwav,” says
. - ¢ L!\j * Purushathaman, adding
L that the new afrport must
Sl 4\ beanexport-import hub,
b % J Erizshnan. for
o mer presi
-4 :‘* ! dent of
L [ tr Al Corpgo
. Aponts

m_ state could fall behind another 10-12

- Hwderabad: 30mn
Chennal handled over 4.2 lakh tonnes of  Bengaluru:

source: Media reports

leastadecade behind other major seuth-
orincitios intormsof airservicesand the

vears with the decision ta scrap
Parandur “There's absolute uncertain-
" he says, “MNow we are back to ldenti-
fring a site.” Krishnan says at least twao
runwaysare needead, which would mean
S,000-7 000 acres of land. That land acquisition, even
innew sites, will be g problem,

“Eettinge S, 00aeres of land nearChennal is going to
bee g tall order Ay Land selection will have social wio-
rest, engineeted or real, " savs Krishnan., “The previ-
oz government thoughl mohey was going (o solve
theprablem it Parandor bul 1edbd nod 1058 very com-
plex izsne and the TVE will have tostart thinking out
of the box because other statesare movingfast.”

CIl's Purushothaman agrees that in India, land ac-
gutlsition is the single bigpoct bottleneck, ©Many air-
prrts that need expansion like Coimbatore and
Muodurai have taken Wi o et ta the point
ol Mmalising lanid e LoExpand runwavs.
FEven the Wavi i Mumbai Alrpord
Was oom- ceivad in the lawe
19%0s, but aeguir-
inge L, 160+ hectares
and rehabili-
) tating over
w4 5000 fami-
; lies took

morae

23mn

44 mn

Al-GEMERATED IMAGE

To fulfil the promise | made to
the people... the steps taken
to establish a new airport in
Parandur will be abandoned by
this povernment”
C JOSEPH VIJAY,
Chief Minister, Tamil Madu

tham twndecades,” hesays.

Many acrass political parties have expressed con.
cern. TRE Rajaa, former induso-ies minister, says il
Is unfortunate” that an " uninformaed pelitical posi-
tion" taken betore coming to power has led to the pro-
Ject being abandoned. A political mistake made by
hacking a protest should nol hecetne Tamil Madu's
Ilggest eoonomic mistake in s history™ he told TT.
“Oine person’s political caleulations based o m lsin:
formartion cannot be allowed to push an entire state
back by several years. Tamil Nadu needs continnity
ininfrasoucture, nota mindless resar.”

He sy the Pacandur project was designed to sup-
portChennai’s next phase ot industeisl, logistics and
eimployment growth, " Cheyyur and Manalur are
highbyunlikely o heallernalives, buceven il theyare,
{hew have nol vat zone through the Ml technical and
regulatory proeass, so b s prematare wocall the bt -
toroptions,” he adds.

e Former state B.JP chief K Annamalai too has

been voeal against the move. “Thiz announce-
ment of the cancellation of the new airport project
CArries an opportunicy cost that the state govern-
ment neseds to consider caretully,” he posted e s
Tle added that Chennai airport ranks fifth in tocal
passenger-handling capacicy with 30 million pas-
senzers a vear: Delhi, Mambai, Bengaluru and
Hyderabad are above Chennai, "The present
Chonnaiairpoert isnot classified az a Codo F airport
due to inadequate taxiways and aerobridges, which
makelanding large aircraft such as the AZRDunE0 -
ableat Chennal,” headided.

.;ﬂ_ d

L ..-F-'
CHEMMAI'S COIMBATORE, MADLFRAI E
MEEMAMBAKKAM SALEM TIRUCHIRAPPRALLL
AIRFORT THOOTHUKUDI AIRPORTS

GROUNDED
Govl has scrapped the
propasal for a new
greezntleld alrport at
Parandur near Chennal

PARANDUR
PROJECT

Estimated Cost:

27,400 cr

Arem

5,000+
dcres

;e --r__‘

- J a %,
CONSEQUENCE -
Without a second hbig alrpaort. ; m
TN risks losing vital trade, "

cargo and investment (o
regionagl rivals

WHAT HNEXT?

Whera doss all this leave Parandur? While
the government has cancelled the alrport
et rooct, industries minister 5 Keerthana
told the assembly recently that the 1,802
acres which have heen acquired could be
used forzettingup ecolriendly indusiries tocre-
ate jobs, She detenced the decision te canosl the pro-
Joect by say ioge theat much of the land is apricultocsily
productive and that the netwoeriofs water channels in
the region play an important role in prolecting
Chrnmal from Nocd s,

Law rminister CTR Nirmal Kamar
said in the assembly that only
4av af the land required forthe
¢ project had been acquired, re
fjecting former DML minister
Thangam Thennarase’s claim
that 90% of the land, including
govertiment and privale land, had

besery acmuived,
While opposicion parties and ally
CPM weant the TVE pover et to
returnthe land that isnotbeingused
for airport to farmers, there is no re-
- sponsefrom the government on that,
Parandir is divided. While somae
cheoer the government's decision,
these wha sold their land wonder
what will bacome of the com-
pensalion they have recaived.
Theirtown that was meant to fly

CAnnot oven take off.

dig. rek kit timesnt indic.oom
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Airports Authority of India
Observes Yatri Seva Abhiyan

Continuing its focus on 2026 with a dedicated focus
putting passengers at the on listening to passenger
centre of airport services, feedback, strengthening
Airports Authority of India grievance redressal and
(AAI), under the acgis of the ensuning that passenger
Ministry of Civil Aviation, concems are addressed in a

observed “Yatri Seva Abhiyan  timely and responsive manner.
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GUWATI

Taxi drivers flag new access
charges at Guwahati airport

ANNSERVICE

PALASBARI, Oct 2: Com-
mercial taxi drivers at Lok-
priya Gopinath Bardoloi In-
ternational Airport in Guwa-
hati have raised concerns
over the newly introduced
airport access charge with
vehicles reportedly required
to pay Rs 200 if they remam
bevond eight minutes at the
airport. The parking charge
is collected through FASThg.

The revised charges have
led to discussions among tax
operators, with several driv-
£rs EXPressing concerm over
the financial impact on their
daily operations, particularly
those who make multiple
trips to the airport for passen-
ger drop-off and pick-up.

An official of Guwahati In-
ternational Airport, however,
said that airport access

Airport official says charges will
support infrastructure upkeep and

passenger facilities

charges are an established
practice at airports across the
couniry and are intended to
support the development,
maintenance and security of
landside infraztructure,

The official zaid the revised
tariff at Guwahat airport has
een aligned with similar prac-
tices followed at many airports
across India and has been in-
troduced to facilitate the effi-
cient management of ncreas-
ing traffic while enhancing the
PeSSENger eXperience.

The airport operator incurs
significant expenditure on se-
curity arrangements, electrici-
ty supply, mfrastructure main-
tenance and the personnel and
facilities required for traffic
management, the official said,

The operator also provides
essential amenities, including
sanitation facilities, for driv-
ers and visitors arriving at the
airport to drop off or pick up
PASSENZETS.

The introduction of the
charges has nevertheless
drawn concern from commer-
cial tad operators, who =said
the additional cost could af-
fect drivers who frequently
enter the airport premises.

Taxi drivers have urged
the airport authorities to
consider the financial impli-
cations of the revised charg-
es on commercial operators
and take steps to ensure that
the additional costs do not
adversely affect their liveli-
hoods,

3 OCTOBER 2026
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‘O17% of Mumbai’s traffic not
hitby T1 redevelopment’

—
Our Bureau
Melui bl

MNinety-one per cent of Mum
bai airport’s passenger tratfic
will remmain unaffected when
Mumbai [nternational Air
port Ltd bepins the partial re-
development of Terminal 1
from Jammary 2027, Anm
Bansal, CEO of Adani Air
ports Holdings Ltd (AAHL),
said on Saturday in a
statement,

“Only the noeth section of
Terminal 1B, which accounts

for around one-third of Ter
minal 1's capacity, is being de-
midlished in Phase 1 to minim-
ise pazsenger incomvenience
and operational disruption,”
Bansal said.

He =aid 91 per cent of the
girpost's  passenger  traffic
would remain unaffected dur-
ing the redevelopment of the
ageing infrastrucure.  The
lemporary transition of some
operations to Navi Mumbai
International Airport would
nol represcnt § permanent
shift of rraffic from Mumbai
dirport, headded.

4 OCTOBER 2026
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TERMINAL 1 CAPACITY SET TO HIT 20 MILLION

Adani to Start Mumbai
T1Demolitionin Jan

Mumbai airport T1
redevelopment to
affect 5 million

passengers a year

Our Bureau

Mumbai: Adani Group will
start tearing down part of
Mumbai airport’'s ageing
Terminal 1 in January, tem-
porarily affecting about 5
million passengers a year as
the operator moves to add-
ress safety concerns and ex-
pand capacity.

Mumbai International Air-
port, operated by Adani Air-
port Holdings, said the north
section of Terminal 1B will
be taken out of service in the
first phase of the redevelop-
ment. The affected traffic re-
presents about 9% of Mum-
baiairport’s annual passeng-
er volume, while the remai-
ning 91% is expected to
continue operating normally.

Adani Airport Holdings
CEO Arun Bansal said in the
statement: “91% of Mumbai
Airport’s passenger traffic
will remain unaffected”.

Airlines using the affected
facilities can shift operations
to Navi Mumbai Internatio-
nal Airport, giving carriers

analternativeas work begins
at Terminal 1. The relocation
will be temporary, according
to Adani Airport Holdings.

The redevelopment will in-
crease Terminal 1's capacity
to 20 million passengers a ye-
ar from 15 million, a 33% in-
crease. Adani Airport Hol-
dings said historical airline
slots will berestored after the
redevelopment, along with
additional slots.

The operator cited safety
concerns at the 60-year-old ter-
minal and said discussions
with airlines over its future
had been underway since 2020.
It also pointed to a fire at Ter-
minal 1 in April as highligh-
ting the risks associated with
the ageing infrastructure.

NaviMumbaiInternational
Airport is offering a 100%
landing-fee discount for new
international flights. It also
plans to provide cash vou-
chers to international pas-
sengers to offset differences
in user developmentfees.

4 OCTOBER 2026
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Mumbai Airport
to shut T1B for
redevelopment
from January

AKBAR MERCHANT
Humbai, October 3

ADAMIAIRPORTS WIL Lhr:._!;l.n the
phasad redevelo prent of Mumbal
J.lrprm:': Agein g'l'rmln.'l': 1B from
|amazary 203 7 with the North Sac
tion of the terminal set to be
demolished over safety conoerns
The redeveloprmient will tempoarar-
ity affect around 5 million passen
pers annipally, or about 90 of
Mumbai Adrport’s total traffic,
accomding toa statement by Adani
Airports on Saturday

Mumbal International Alrport
{MIAL ) operated by Adan i Alrports,
said airlines will have the option to
tem poranly shift their opemtions
to MNavi Mumbai Intemational Air
port (MMIA), with Adani Alrport
Holding s (AAHL) providing assis
tancefor llll."lldllhltllﬂ'.

"G1% of Mumbai Airport's
passenpeEr traffie will remaln unaf-
fected even aswe undertake rede
velopment of the age-old infa
structure that was inurgent ne ol ot
repairs,” said Armn Bansal, CED,
AdaniAirport Hokdmgs
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Mumbai airport, airlines clash
over Navi Mumbai shift

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

A dispute is brewing bet-
ween Adani-run Mumbai
International Airport Ltd.
(MIAL) and airlines over a
proposed operational resh-
uffle during phased rede-
velopment of Terminal 1
(TD). The plan involves
moving domestic traffic
from TI1 to Terminal 2 (T2),
while shifting some inter-
national services to the
more distant Navi Mumbai
International Airport.

In a letter to airlines, a
copy of which was re-
viewed by The Hindu,
MIAL warned as many air-
lines failed to attend Sep-
tember 16 meeting and
have yet to submit transi-
tion plans sought by Sep-
tember 25, it will proceed
with a previously an-
nounced 33% cut in inter-
national departure slots
from 11.59 pm on October

From Oct 26, MIAL will allocate
vacated T2 facilities to
domestic operators from T1.

770 weekly international
slots. Airlines have until 4
pm October 6 to identify
the slots they want tempo-
rarily discontinued; other-
wise, MIAL will determine
them “based on operation-
al, capacity and implemen-
tation considerations.”

From October 26, MIAL
will allocate the vacated T2
facilities to domestic oper-
ators moving from T1.

The International Air

TA) opposed the move say-
ing any transfer should be
voluntary and backed by
airline consultation. “IATA
is fundamentally opposed
to forced airline reloca-
tions,” it said. IATA also
warned Navi Mumbai’s
wider operating ecosystem
may not be ready for inter-
national services.

Meanwhile, in a press
statement Mumbai airport
said the move to Navi
Mumbai airport would be
temporary. Navi Mumbai
will also offer 100% waiver
on landing charges for new
international flights as well
as vouchers to internation-
al passengers to offset the
difference in the User De-
velopment Fee levied at
Navi Mumbai and Mumbai
Airports.

Tl redevelopment will
begin from January, which
will raise its capacity by
33% - up to 20 million pas-
sengers/year from 15 mil-

25 amounting to 2650f T2’s  Transport Association (IA-  lion currently.
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Adani Airports to redevelop Mumbai
airport’s T1 North Section from January

MPOST BUREAU
Mumnbas, October 3

Adani Airports will begin
phased redevelopment
of Mumbai airport’s age-
ing Terminal 1 from Janu-
ary 2027, starting with the
North Section of Terminal
1B, citing safety concerns
around the nearly 60-year-
old facility.

About 5 million passen-
gers annually, or roughly
9 per cent of Mumbai air-
port’s total traffic of around
55 million, will be tempo-
rarily affected in the first
phase, while 91 per cent of
traffic will continue nor-
mally, Adani Airport Hold-
ings Ltd (AAHL} said on

Saturday. Airlines operat-
ing from the affected sec-
tion can temporarily shift
services to the newly opera-
tional Navi Mumbai [Interna-
tional Airport, with AAHL
supporting the transition.

“01 per cent of Mumbai
Airport’s passenger traffic
will remain unaffected...
Only the North Section
of Terminal 1B, which
accounts for around one-
third of T1's capacity, is
being demuolished in Phase
1 to minimise passenger
inconvenience and oper-
ational disruption,” said
Arun Bansal, CEO, AAHL.

Terminal 1 handles
about 15 million passengers
annually & its redevelop-

ment is expected to raise
capacity by 33 per cent to
20 million. Bansal said pas-
senger safety must remain
paramount, adding that
consultations with airlines
have been underway since
2020 and the redevelop-
ment wias incorporated into
the approved tariff frame-
work. He said Navi Mumbai
airport’s availability makes
phased redevelopment pos-
sible without shutting the
entire terminal.

Navi Mumbai is offering
a 100 per cent discount on
landing fees for new inter-
national flights. AAHL said
Mumbai and Navi Mumbai
airports will operate as
complementary facilities.
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Bankra Mosque row
brings airport security,
religious rights into focus

OUR CORRESPONDENT
Kolkata, October 2

The dispute over access
to the 136-year-old Bankra
Mosque inside Netaji Sub-
has Chandra Bose Interna-
tional Airport has brought
into focus the legal balance
between the constitutional
right to practise religion
and statutory resirictions
governing access to secu-
rity-sensitive airport areas.

The mosque committee
has challenged the restric-
tion on access, saying devo-
tees were earlier permitted
to offer prayers after secu-
rity screening and were
transported to and from
the mosque under a con-
trolled arrangement. Air-
port authorities have cited
security concerns, includ-
ing alleged instances of
unauthorised persons
entering the airport’s
apron area. The mosque
is within the airport’s oper-
ational area and close to
the runway.

Article 25(1) of the Con-
stitution guarantees free-
dom of conscience and the
right freely to profess, prac-
tise and propagate religion.

The right is expressly
subject to public order,
morality and health and
the other provisions of
Part IIl. Article 26 sepa-
rately protects the rights
of religious denominations
to manage their religious
affairs and administer their
property, subject to public
order, morality and health.

A key Supreme Court
precedent is the 1994
Constitution Bench
judgment in M Ismail

MOSQUE COMMITTEE
CHALLENGES RESTRIC-
TIONS ON DEVOTEES
ENTERING THE AIR-
PORT PREMISES

Faruqui v Union of India.

The court held that Arti-
cle 25 does not necessarily
confer a right to worship
at every place of worship.
While offering prayers is
a religious practice, wor-
ship at a particular loca-
tion is not necessarily an
essential and integral part
of that practice unless the
place has particular reli-
gious significance.

The separate aviation-
security framework is
contained in the Aircraft
(Security) Rules, 2011. The
rules provide for secu-
rity-restricted areas and
controlled access. Rule
19 requires persons and
specified items to undergo
security screening before
entering such areas and
permits refusal of admis-
sion or removal from the
aerodrome where consid-
ered necessary or expe-
dient in the interest of
SEcurity.

The legal questions in
the Bankra dispute are
therefore whether the
claimed religious right
extends to access to this
particular mosque, how
the aviation-security pow-
ers apply to a pre-existing
place of worship within
the airport’s controlled
area, and whether the two
legal regimes can operate
through regulated access.

3 OCTOBER 2026



_ AN

HRg fAa=gas wigsyo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

PIONEER

DELHI

4 OCTOBER 2026

Adani Airports to redevelop Mumbai T1 from January

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

Adani Airports will begin a
phased redevelopment of
the ageing Terminal 1 at
Mumbai airport from |anuary
2027, starting with the North
Section of Terminal 1B, citing
safery concerns around the
nearly 60-year-old facility.

About 5 million passen-
gers a year, or roughly 9 per
cent of Mumbai airport’s
total traffic of around 55
million passengers, will be
temporarily affected by the
first phase, while the remain-
ing 91 per cent of passenger
traffic will continue to
operate normally, Adani
Alrport Holdings Ltd (AAHL)
said on Saturday.

Airlines operating from
the affected section will have
the option of temporarily
shifting their services to the
newly operational Navi
Mumbai International
Airport, with AAHL saying it
will support the transition.

“g91 per cent of Mumbai
Airport's passenger traffic will
remain unaffected even as we

undertake redevelopment of
the age-old infrastructure that
was in urgent need of repairs.
Only the North Section of
Terminal 1B, which accounts
for around one-third of T1 of
Mumbai Airport’s capacity, is
being demolished in Phase 1
to minimise passenger incon-
venience and operational dis-
ruption. The transition to Navi
Mumbai Airport is temporary
and does not represent a per-
manent shift of Mumbai
Airport traffic,” said Arun
Bansal, CEOQ, Adani Airport
Holdings Limited.

Terminal 1 currently
handles about 15 million pas-
sengers a year. The redevel-
opment is expected to raise
its capacity by 33 per cent to
20 million passengers annu-
ally. The North Section has
been identified for demoli-
tion as part of the phased
redevelopment, allowing the
rest of Terminal 1 to contin-
ue operating. The company
said the approach is intend-
ed to avoid a complete shut-
down of the terminal and
minimise disruption to pas-
sengers and airlines.

“Extensive consultations
with airlines on the future of
Terminal 1 have been
ongoing since 2020, and the
proposed redevelopment
was also presented before
AERA and subsequently
incorporated into the
approved tariff framework.

While we appreciate the
concerns expressed by
certain airlines, passenger
safety must remain para-
mount, and any further delay
in commencing this process
could adversely impact the
safety and convenience of

millions of travellers,” Bansal
said. The company said
safety concerns around
Terminal 1 had persisted for
years, with temporary mea-
sures used in the absence of
an alternative facility. A fire
at Terminal 1in April this year
further highlighted the risks
associated with continued
operations, it said.

The opening of Navi
Mumbai Intermnational Airport
has now provided an alterna-
tive for airlines and passen-
gers, allowing the redevelop-
ment of Mumbai's Terminal
1to proceed in phases. "Navi
Mumbai International Airport
is a modern, fully equipped
airport and has the infra-
structure and capacity to
handle the additional passen-
ger raffic that would be tran-
sitioned from Mumbal
Airport. Its availability makes
it possible to undertake the
redevelopment of T1 of
Mumbai Airport in phases,
instead of shutting
down the entire terminal
and causing greater disrup-
tion to passengers and air-
lines,” Bansal said.
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AAI Airportsfocus on Flight Punctuality,
Reliable Information and Weather Readiness

=

P o ; et Agpartolitscontinued
cllorts o enhance the
¥ passenger experience,
Admports Authority of
| India (AAl), under the
aegis of the Ministry of
Civil Aviation, ohserving
the nationwide “Yatri
Seva Abhivan 20267
with a focus on fight mformation. operational coordination
and preparedness for adverse weatherconditions. The initiative
ermphasised dmely communication and the availability of
consistent, accurate information w help passengers navigate
delays and disruptions with greater clarity.
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Airports Authority of India Showcases
Local Culture, Art and Heritage
of airports as

gl S R AVSAR B
— : 3 o gateways Lo the

—_— regions they serve,
' Adrports Authority
ofndial AAL), under
the aegis of the
Ministry of Civil
Aviation, observing
Lhe natiormwicke "yt
Seva Abhivan 2026 with a focus onshoweasdng local culture, art,
handicralts and heritage ot its airpors. The nidatve sooght o
cnrich the passenger experience by offering trnelers a glimpse of
the cultural identity and raditions ol their destination.

Reinforcing therole
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AAI Strengthens Digital Convenience, Hospitality
and Family-Friendly Faciliticsatﬁn'purts

Afrports Authority of India
(AAL), under the aegis of
Lthe Ministry of Civil Aviation,

“atri Seva Abhivan 2026
[rom with aseries of initia-
tives focused on digital
CONVENIEnoy, Passenger
hospitality and
Family-Iriendly airport -
[acilities The activities reflect AALS commitment o making air
travel more seamless, welocoming and accessible for passengers
across ils airport network, As part of the focws on digital caseof
travel, airports undertook measures o [cilitate passengers’
access W technoloeyv-enabled services,
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AAI Observes Gand hi Jayanti with Focused Cleanliness
and Hygiene Initatives under YatriSeva Abhiyan 2026

Marking the auspicious occsion of Gandhi Javant, the Airports
Authority of India (AAD, under the aegis of the Ministry of Civl
Aviation,observing the natiomwide “Yatri Seva Abhivan 2026 with
a focused cleanliness and bygene iritiative acmss its airports, The
observanee reinforced the mportanee of cleanliness as anintegral
componentol pussengerservice andrellectedihe spiritoleollective
responsibility and Shramdaan associated with the sceasion.
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Airport introduces
%50 cab drop-oft fee

Tinees News Nerwork

Ahmedabad: Ahmedabad
airport has introdoced an
access charge for commerci-
al cabs dropping off pas-
sengers and hiked the exis-
ting fee for cabs picking
them up, making airport tra-
vel costlier for passengers
using taxis.

The airport operator will
levy a Rs 50 drop-off charge
and increase the pick-up
charge from Rs 150 to Rs 20,
Therevisedchargescamein-
o effect from Thursday (Oct
1} only to commercial cabs,
while travellers arriving in
private vehicles will not ha-
vi to pay the new access foe.

For passengers being

dropped off by cab, the addi-
tional Rs 50 means an air-
port access charge will now
be levied even when the vehi-
cle does not wait for the pas-
senger:

Airport operator Adani
said access charges for com-
mercial vehicles are an es-
tablished practice at air-
ports across India. It said the
charges would support the
management and upkeep of
landside facilities.

The operator said it in-
curs expenscs on security,
electricity  infrastructure
maintenance and traffic ma-
nagement. It also cited sani-
tation facilities and other
amenities provided for dri-
viers and visitors.

2 OCTOBER 2026
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Srinagar airport may soon
extend daily flight hours

Dur CORRESPONDENT

\SRINAGAR, DCTOBER 3

The Srinagar International
Airport, currently operating
between 8 am and 5 pm due
to onpoing runway mainte-
nance, is likely to witness a
revision in its operational
hours after October 15, offi-
cials said.

The extension is expected
to restore early morning and
evening flight operations,
paving the way for aifdines to
add more services to and
from the airport.

The Airports Authonty of
India {AAT) is undertaking a
major overhaul of the air-
port's runway. Under the cur-
rent arrangement, flight oper-
ations are restocted to 0800
hrs to 1700 hrs, while night
closures for runway mainte-
nance will continue until
October 2026

Sources said a review of the
operational  schedule 15
expected later this month,

“We are hopeful that after a
chanpge in the imings, more
flights will be added to the dai-
Iy schedule.” an official said.

At present, around 30

flight s arrive at Srinagar air-
port daily, taking the total
number of flight movements
to neady 60, Officials believe
that restoration of extended
operating hours will further
boost passenger traffic and
connectivity

Passenger traffic at the air-
port dedined from 447 mil
lion in 2024-25 to 3.38 million
in 2025-26 following the April
2025 Pahalgam terror attack,
in which 28 people, mostly
tourists, were killed,

Despite the dedine, airport
authorities noted that pas-
senger traffic has more than
doubled ower the past
decade, rising from 2.04 mil-
ion in 2014-15 to 4.47 million
in 2024-25, underlining the
airport’s  growing role in
reginnal connectivity and
eronomic development,

The Centre has allocated Hs
1667 cmore for the expansion
of Srinagar airport. The proj-
et will increase terminal
capacity from 2.5 million pas-
sengers per annum (MPPA o
10 MPPA, while the terminal
area will expand from 20,000
square metres to 71,000
sOliame metes,

4 OCTOBER 2026
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Al Express to expand capacity
with aircraft transfers, retrofits

FLEET OPTIMISATION. Tata’s low-cost carrier eyes 110-aircraft fleet by mid-Oct

Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

Tata Group-promoted Air India
Express (AIX) is expanding its
fleet through aircraft transfers
from Air India and adding seating
capacity through a retrofit pro-
gramme as it prepares for an ex-
panded winter schedule across
domestic and short-haul interna-
tional markets, sources told
businessline.

As part of the Air India Group’s
fleet optimisation exercise, Air
India transferred six Airbus air-
craft to the low-cost carrier in
August and September, sources
said. Four more aircraft are
scheduled to join its fleet.

Air India Express is con-
sequently set to have 110 aircraft
by mid-October, providing addi-
tional capacity for its winter
schedule.

The fleet will comprise Boeing
737 MAX, Boeing 737 NG, Airbus
A320neo, A320ceo and A321neo
aircraft.

RETROFIT PROGRAMME

Besides fleet additions, the air-
line is on track to complete the
retrofit of 50 Boeing 737-8 MAX
aircraft by March 2027, sources
said. The programme is expected
to add seating capacity eguival-

WINTER-READY. Air India Express is expanding its fleet and seating
capacity ahead of its winter schedule, with 110 aircraft expected by
mid-October 2026 and 50 Boeing 737-8 MAX aircraft due for retrofit by
March 2027 reurers

ent to nearly four additional
aircraft.

While the aircraft transfers
will support the expanded sched-
ule from October, the retrofit
programme will add further capa-
city as it progresses towards
completion.

OPERATIONS TAKE OVER

The Group’s network realign-
ment will see Air India Express
take over operations at seven sta-
tions in September, including loc-
ations previously served by Air
India, sources said. These are
Aurangabad, Bhopal, Coim-

batore, Tirupati, Jamnagar, Jodh-
pur and Madurai.

The transfer of aircraft and
station operations is expected to
expand Air India Express’ do-
mestic footprint, while allowing
Air India to sharpen its focus on
full-service and  long-haul
operations.

Air India Express currently op-
erates more than 500 daily
flights, connecting 48 domestic
and 16 international destinations
across South, South-East and
West Asia. The airline has a fleet
of more than 100 Boeing 737 and
Airbus A320 aircraft.
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‘ATTEMPTED TERRORIST ATTACK'’

Flydubai Capt
was Attacked
with Axe: UAE

Co-pilot identified as Hammam
al-Hammami, an Omani national

Agencies

Dubail Tel Aviv: The
co-pilot of Flydubai
flight FZ1073, which
was bound for Israel, at-
tempted to carry out a
“terrorist attack” with

Flight 1073 makes sudden,
sharp turn in Saudi airspace

an axe during the flight, i w

the United Arab Emira- Plunges ‘ Transponder

tes prosecutor general twice, before - off for

said on Saturday. stahilising & | nearly half
The co-pilot was iden- putting out an hour, as

tified as Hammam al- distress per an Israeli

Hammami, an Omani signals official

national. UAE authori- ) .

ties did not immediate-

ly respond to a request & WITNESSES SAY

for confirmation of his Copilot

identity. The co-pilot, attacked and

accused of attacking wounded

the captain, had been captain with

barred from flying on
his country’s airline be-
cause of concerns abo-
ut extremist views, offi-

an axe; both injured

Copilot ‘bashing’ control
panel, seemed to

cials said Saturday. be trying to crash plane
The new details raised Passengers
questions about how managed to
thoroughly  Flydubai overpower - s
actually vets potential copilot, ‘ . ‘
employees, and how the steady plane =8y R
co-pilot’s presence on a :
flight filled witéh Isra?li
passengers got past Is-
rael’s strict security UAE | FIWUba'
protocols. prosecutor
Emirati authorities general mvesttgatlng
and the airline have not terming it Israel may
publicly identified the ?“em[’tf-'d _ participate
co-pilot. An Israeli go- terrorist :_?j in the
vernment official said a_t_tack_ : probe
that Israeli investiga-  |sraeli PM Netanyahu
tors would take part suggests

alongside Emirati aut-
horities in the UAE-led
investigation. Israel do-
es not have official di-

‘Islamist radical
indoctrination’

4 OCTOBER 2026

plomatic relations with Oman, and Israeli Prime Mini-
ster Benjamin Netanyahu has said pilots from such co-
untries were not permitted to operate flights to Israel.

It was not clear how the co-pilot came to be assigned to
theflight to Tel Aviv.
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Flydubai co-pilot hit pilot with axe in

RELTERS
Dubai, October 3

THE I:D-FI.I:I'I'HII:'I}'ﬂuInit'Iig ht
FZ1073 which was bound for
[srael atternpted to crry out a
"terrorist attack” with an axe
durng the flight, the United
Amb Emirates proseoutor gen
enl said on Saturday.

Theco-pilotwasidentifiedas
Hammam al-Hammamd, an
(Omani national, a source with
direct knowladge of the matter
told Renders, A second source
briefed on the investigation
confirmed the co-pilot's name
UAE authorities did not imme
diately respond fo a request for
confimmation of his identity.

Disaster was averted on
Wednesday after passengers
ang erew subsdued the a-pllot,
whohadattacked the mptainin
wihat [smell offtclals sabd vasan
apparent attempt tocrash the
plane carrying more than 170
|:||1'LH.'|'IKI:'|' 5 r1.|1|.‘| Tew.

While Emirati authaorites

—

Duwhbai Cronwn Prince & UAE Deputy P Hamdan bin Mohammed
Al Maktoum enguires about the health of Captain Smit

Machehhar inAbu Dhabi on Saturday

and the aidine have not puldicly
identified the co-pilot, Isracli
oiifle lals have previowsly sabd he
isanCOmaninational. bmanhas
not comumented on the nckdent.
" lmestigations in tothe inc
dent involving fiydubai fEght
FEI073 foundthat the co-pidot
had attempted to Grryoutater

LT Y

rost attack” Prosscutor Gen-
eral Hamead Saif Al Shamsi said
In a statement carried by the
UAE'sstate newsagency,

The co-pllot attacked the
pilot inside the cockpit with a
crashae and attempted to @k
control of the aircraft, the pros-

ecutor penemal said.
i F -

attempted ‘terrorist attack’, says UAE

Acrashaee it ypically kept in
thecockpitforwse during emer
M !.-1.I.1.'h.|1!|- = n.!\l s

The :|1'.w11ig;|tin:n. imto the
flight FZ1073, induding the
suspect smotives, ISONEDINE,
and the findings will be released
oncethe necessary proced unes*
havebeencompleted  the prmse
cutor general said. The UAE =
leading the investigation. The
abrline s owmed by Dulai's goy-
ernment. The pmosccutor pen
eral's commenis were Lhe frst
by Ermuratl imvestigators o
describe the incident as an
attempted terrorist attack, Fol
lowing the redease of the prose
cutor Er:srml‘i st fement,
AnwarGargash, asenlor adviser
Lo the DAE presldent, sabd on X
that the Gulfcountry had zemo
tolemnes for tereor sm

Fhyduhbai said the cimum
staneces surounding the incl-
dent were still onderimvestiga
tion and that it was not ina
position tocomment further,a

spoliesperson sald on Saturday,
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What happened on the flydubai aircraft?

Why did FZ 1073 from UAE to Israel get diverted to Saudi Arabia on September 30? What led to
the inflight incident? How did captain Smit Machchhar and the passengers deal with the situation?

What is the damage caused to the aircraft?

Murali N. Krishnaswamy

The story so far:

n September 30, 2026, at about 8.35
a.m. IST, a flight from the United
Arab Emirates to Israel was diverted
to Saudi Arabia after one pilot
stabbed the other and “apparently tried to crash
the plane,” according to Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.

The inflight incident took place on a flydubai
Boeing 737-8 MAX flight, FZ 1073, carrying
mostly Israeli passengers. The aircraft was
diverted to Tabuk in Saudi Arabia, where it
made a safe landing despite extensive damage.
The airline has announced the suspension of all
flights to and from Israel. An investigation has
begun, also examining a ‘terror angle’.

What happened on the flight?

Media reports have said that an altercation is
alleged to have broken out between the two
flight crew, with one of the pilots being stabbed.
The captain was Smit Machchhar, an Indian
national, and a former SpiceJet pilot, who was
recruited by flydubai in 2022. Other reports
identify the co-pilot, who was arrested, as an
Omani national. Both crew were moved to Abu
Dhabi after initial hospitalisation in Saudi
Arabia.

Initial reports
quoted
passengers
talking about
a pocket knife
having been
used in the
attack. Other
reports cited
the use of the
flight deck
crash axe as
another
possibility.

This photo released on Israel’s Foreign Ministry's social media shows Indian
Capt. Smit Machchhar in the cockpit of a plane. pTi

Media reports, eyewitness accounts, and
inflight video clips have detailed how passengers
were overtaken by the events, with chaos
prevailing towards the front of the aircraft.

Briefs by Reuters and The Times of Israel say
that “after being stabbed and seriously wounded
by the copilot, the Indian captain managed to
click open the cockpit door in what allowed
several Israelis to burst in and subdue the
attacker,” attributing this to a spokesperson for
Mr. Netanyahu. Other flydubai pilots, who were
in the cabin, were able to intervene and carry
out the safe landing in Saudi Arabia.

Initial reports quoted passengers talking
about a (pocket) knife having been used in the
attack. Other reports cited the use of the flight
deck crash axe as another possibility. On
October 3, a BBC report, quoting the United
Arab Emirates Prosecutor General, said that the
pilot had been “attacked with a crash axe in an
attempt to take control of the aircraft”. Senior
pilots have told The Hindu that the crash axe (a
mandatory aircraft safety emergency tool for
aircrew) is “normally stored in the flight deck. It
is to be accessed quickly, as it is in plain sight,
and is used to breach the fuselage in an
emergency, if there is structural deformation, or
to pry open panels to get to the source of smoke
in the case of a fire”.

A video clip shared with The Hindu by aviation
sources has shown both pilots on the cabin
floor, bleeding profusely, with bloodstains on
the cabin wall. One of the pilots can be seen in a
blood-soaked shirt with epaulettes while the
other crew member can be seen with an oxygen
mask. Some passengers around the injured
pilots can be seen asking for the filming to stop.

What happened to the flight?

Amid the commotion on the flight deck, a series
of transponder codes were squawked from the
aircraft — these codes are used globally during
an aviation emergency. In this instance, the
codes (7700 and 7500) denoted an emergency
(in the case of mechanical or technical
problems) as well as trouble due to ‘unlawful
interference’. This may have prompted Israel
and Saudi Arabia to scramble fighter jets. At
10.50 a.m. IST, the Boeing, which was flying at

about 34,000 feet, made a sudden descent to
about 19,000 feet, followed by an ascent and
descent again, before levelling off at about
15,000 feet.

The incident happened about two and a half
hours into the three-hour flight. The jet, which
was in Jordanian airspace for a short while,
looped back to Saudi Arabia and landed at
Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz International
Airport in Tabuk. This civil-military airfield is
also the base of the Royal Saudi Air Force Wing
7.

An emergency descent can be controlled, but
in this instance, where the descent could have
occurred erratically, there could have been
severe damage and stress to crucial flight control
surfaces and even aircraft tail.

Ground images from Tabuk showed damage
to the rudder on the tail/vertical stabiliser of the
aircraft — a large part of it was missing.
Passengers were seen deboarding the aircraft
using a step ladder of Saudi Ground Services
Company, the ground handling agency. The
airport said that its Air Traffic Control centre
had received a distress call from the flight, with
a request for an emergency landing.

What has the airline said?

In four statements shared with The Hindu, a
flydubai spokesperson said that “an altercation
occurred in the flight deck”, adding that the
aircraft was “successfully secured by on-duty
flydubai crew travelling on the flight, who
diverted and landed the aircraft with 172
passengers and crew safely”.

The spokesperson said that “... the underlying
reasons and motives are unknown and remain
subject to a formal investigation, urging all
parties to refrain from premature speculation
while authorities gather the facts.”

The spokesperson added that “flydubai flights
to and from Israel will be suspended while the
investigation continues”.

How is the investigation proceeding?
Authorities have begun an investigation, even as
the incident has drawn attention to earlier
instances of (suspected) ‘unlawful interference’,
examples being Japan Airlines flight 350 in 1982,
Royal Air Maroc flight 630 in 1994, SilkAir flight
185 in 1997, EgyptAir flight 990 in 1999, LAM
Mozambique Airlines flight 470 in 2013 and the
Germanwings flight 9525 crash in 2015.

Israel has decided to step up security checks
on all pilots flying into the country.
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Airlines wake up to
‘insider threat’ after
flydubai attack

MNew Delhi: The unprecedented inci-
dent aboand flydubai’s Dubai-Tel Aviv
Might has added a “new dimension™ to
aviation security prompting calls fior
airlines to condoct repular psychomet-
ric evalustions of pilots amid concerns
asbout an “insider threst”. Airines
with a sipnificant proportion of expa-
triate erew;, particolardy in the Gulf,
may also need to be more careful when
rostering pilots of different nationali-
thes on specific routes.

Israel veis crew of all flights land-
ing in the country Going by that, there
‘was talk that the flydubai co-pilot — an
Omani national, according to lsmael
foreign minister Gideon Sa8'ar —ought
not to have been rostered on this flight.
‘sa'ar has termed the incident a “jihad-
ist terror attack”, adding that though
theres no evidence yet, the main mo-
tive was to derail lsrael-UAE ties.

“Airlines conduct  psychometric
evaluation at induction and then most-
ly at the time of command upgrade
{when & co-pilot becomes & captain)
and other promotions, such as that o
be a trainer” said a senjor official of
an Indian airline. “In big airlines with
a large number of crew members, fre-
quent pairing of the same set of per-
sonnel does not hap]:uen S0, even if
someone's conduct is amiss, no one is
likely to notice, and this leads to poor
peer-to-peer reporting. There has to be

surveillance for this issue now
Unlike weapons and explosives hidden
in bagpape that can be detected, it is
diffirult to fathom what & poing on in
a person's mind.”

Union aviation secretary Samir Sin-
ha called the flydubai incident “pmnfor-
tunate”, adding, “Hut we are very proud
of Captain Smit. We would not like fn
dielve into it as it pertains to some other
oountry The matter is under examina-
tion, and an internal deliberation is on
o decide whether any security advisn-
Ty is needed to be Esmed ™

Airlines in nearty e par-
ticulardy the Gulf, bt alsu Southeast
Asia and Sri Lankas — employ many
Indian pilots who are niot rmostered on
flight= to Pakistan. A semior Indian
pilot working for a foreign airdine re-
called flying to Karachi about two dec-
ades sy, when his airemaft developed a
=nag. "1 was the only one who did not
et 8 crew visa to leave the airport.
and had to sleep in the aircrafi. The
next morning. | was sent on a flight to
Dubai by my airline,” he said.

lerael conducts  background
checks on foreipn crew members
scheduled to operate flights to the
country before allowing them entry

Another Indian pilot, who works
for the peneral awviation arm of a
large foreign mirline, said: "As a rule,
Indian passport-holders are not as-
signed charters to Pakistan. When
the Russia-Ukraine war erupted, Eu-
ropean pilots were not sent to Russia
Might=. Aircraft were not allowed to

WHEN PILOT GOES ROGUE
There have been several cases

where investigators concluded
thar a deliberate act by the pilot
caused a plane to crash:

oct 223 | off-duty pilot soseph
Emerson tried to shut down

bath engines from jump seat on

an Alaska/Horizon flight. Crew
restrained him, flight was diverted
March 2015 | Co-pilot Andreas
Lubitz bocked captain out and flow a
Germanwings flight into French Alps,
leawing 150 on board dead

Feh 2014 | Co-pilot of an Ethiopian
Adrlines flight hijacked the

aircraft and threatened to crash it

if the captain tried to re-enter.
Flight landed in Geneva; no
casualties

Mow 2003 | LAM Mozambicque flight
captain locked owt co-pilot and
aircraft into a descent.
Crash left 33 on boand dead
Oct 1593 | EgyptAir Boeing 767 crash,
which killed 217 flyers, attributed
to refief first officer’s fight-control
e
ge theary
Oct 1995 | Air Botswana ATR-42 flight
was stoban by grounded pilot Chris
Phatswe, wha died after deliborately
crashing it into parked aircraft at
Gahorone airport

April 1994 | Crew of a FedEx aircraft
attacked by off-duty pilot Auburn
Calloway, who allegedly planned to
crash it for insurance frand. Calloway
was subdued by crew

Ang 1594 | Royal Air Maroc flight's

in Younes Khayati
o iat s et
and crashed ATR42, laaving 44 dead.
Pilots’ union disputed suicide theory
Feb 1982 | Japan Air Lines flight
captain Seiji Katagiri put DC-8 intn
fatal descent on approach to Tokyo
airport, leaving 24 dead

My direct from Venezuela to the 75
and we used to travel via some third
country That chanped when Ven-
ezuela’s then president Nicolas Ma-
duro was captured this Jan.™
Geopolitical tensions have wors-
ened sinee Covid, with the Russis-
Ukraine and Indis-Pakistan conflicts
and the USIran war turning the re-
gion's skies into a virtual minefield.
Western airlines do not overdly Russia,
When zn Air India flight between India
and North America diverts to Russia,
15 passport-holders breathe easier
ance they boand an alternative aircraft
to their destination. Diversions o Pa-
kistan alsn camse unesse AMONE pas-
sengers on flights to or from India.
“The global situstion must cool
down fast, as it is deepening the fault
lines of the region,” said an official.
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Flyer touches
emergency
exit handle,
deboarded

Hyderabad: A 35year-old
man from Maharashira,
who was travelling to Kada-
pa from Delhi via Hydera-
bad, was deboarded from a
flight after he accldentally
touched the emergency exit
handle while sitting next to
it. Police said no case was
registered against him.
“He boarded an IndiGo
flight to Kadapa at RGIA at
around 11 am. While seated
next to emergency exit, his
hand accidentally came in
contact with the door hand-
le, trigrering the sensor. At
that time, the flight was not
on the move,” RGI Alrport
Outpost inspector B Kiran
Kumar said. The incident
caused confusion among
passengers. “The captain
alerted airport authorities
and the passenger was de-
boarded. He was handed
over to us for further probe.
During questioning, the
passenger said it wasan ac-
cidental touch. He wrote a
letter of apology to airline
staff and passengers. The
flightdeparted without him
ataround 1pm,” he said. s



	ET DL 4OCT2026.jpg
	HT-ND-4 OCT.JPG
	AT-GUA-3 OCT.JPG
	AU DL 04OCT2026.JPG
	BL DL 4OCT2026.jpg
	DB-JAI-2 OCT.JPG
	DBU DL 04OCT2026.JPG
	DJ RS 04OCT2026.JPG
	DJ-KAN-3 OCT.JPG
	ET DL 4OCT2026.jpg
	FE DL 4OCT2026.JPG
	HU-ND-4 OCT.JPG
	MP DL 04OCT2026.JPG
	MP-KOL-3 OCT.JPG
	PIO-ND-4 OCT.JPG
	ST DL 04OCT2026.JPG
	ST DL 04OCT2026A.JPG
	ST DL 04OCT2026B.JPG
	ST DL 04OCT2026C.JPG
	TOI-AHM-2 OCT.JPG
	TRI DL 04OCT2026.jpg
	BL DL 4OCT2026.jpg
	DB DL 04OCT2026.JPG
	DJ DL 04OCT2026.JPG
	ET DL 4OCT2026.jpg
	FE DL 4OCT2026.JPG
	HH DL 04OCT2026.JPG
	HU-ND-4 OCT.jpg
	SB-LUC-3 OCT.JPG
	TOI-BAN-2 OCT.jpg
	TOI-HYD-3 OCT.JPG

